APR-13-1936 19:48 P.B1-e7

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE ISLAMIC REFUBLIC OF TRAN

To: Ahmed Djoughlaf Fax No.: +1-314- 288 6588
Executive Secretary of the CBD
Montreal, Canada

Date: 31* January 2009

From: Mahmoud Babaei
Director General for
Interational Economic Affairs
And specialized Agencies

Fax No.: +98-21-66704176

Our Ref. No.: 622/113-1/121187

Subject: Guidance for the Submission of Information for the Review of Implementation
of the Programme of Work on the Biodiversity Inland Water Ecosystems

The Number of sheet(s) including this cover is (are): 2

Dear Mr. Djoughlaf,

In respomse to the notification dated September IR®, 2008 (Ref.:
SCBD/STTM/DC(/va/64933) on the above-mentioned topic, please find attached the
responses of the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the
questions referred to in the said notification,

It is hoped that this information could provide some contribution to the in-depth review

of thematic programmes included in the multi-year programme of work of the
Conference of the Parties up to 2010 by the Secretariat.

Stneerely

4z (Sabap ~

- Mahmoud Babaei
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ANNEX

Guidance for the submission of infermation for the review of implemeniation of
the programme of work on inland water biodiversity

Information required from respondents:

Name: Masoud Bagherzadeh Karimi
Party (or rganisation if responding from an organisation):

Eeologv of wetlands section — protegted areas buyue — natural environment and hipdiversity

deputy -
Institation: Department of the Esnyijronment

email address: ggkmmi@y_ahoo.com

General guidance

1. In collecting and cempiling retevant information for submission, refer 1o “Guidelines for
the review of the programmes of work (POW) on the Convention™ as contained in Annex 111
of decision VIIL/15.

2. Provide case-studies, good and bad practices, suecess and failure stories, and lessons-
learned from the implementation of the programme of work, which can illustrate and give
insights on: (i) the contribution the POW has provided 10 Parties in implementing the
Convention; (ii) the contribution of the POW in reducing the rate of biodiversity loss; and (iii)
the effectiveness of the POW in the context of the Millennium Development Goals and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainabli Davelopment.

3. Provide suggestions for modification of the existing POW, if necessary.

4. Provide information on the mobilizatien of the necessary financial resources, in particular
those facilitated by the Convention Secretariat and other partners.

5. 1f you are a developed country Party it would be useful 1o have indications of both the
nationa] perspective and the extent rto which the following subjects, as appropriate, have a
bearing on your country's development assistance programmes.

6. Organisations, as appropriate, should provide commentary on global and/or regional
perspectives and, if using the format suggested below, tailor responses end/or modify
questions to reflect this. Please distinguish clearly between comments on specific cases and
global/regional considerations.

7. An option is to respond by using this document 2s a emplate (boxes are provided for this
purpose), alternative means are acceptable and welcome.

Guidance on considering Issues in mare detail

The fallowing are some more specific questions for puidance. For each subject area please try
to be specific, claborate on the nature of the censtraints and propese ways and means to
address these. This is not a full list of issues — but indicates some of the general areas where
feedback would be very valuable.

Some of these questions are inter-related. They are provided 1o illustrate the nature of subjects
aof interest. They can also be used as background to formulate more simplified responses as
above,
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1. What is the overall situation regarding the starus and trends of inland water ecosystems in
your country?

Main climate of all of inland i : j in high wiame are arid and semi-arid
and except coastal and marine wetlands, the others have big cha!lenge with drought-ness.

Gloh ing and demand are t in reasons to this challenge.

Trend of this gituation js negative, because water stress will be increase with increasing water
otprint in the gountry continuin al warming,

a, steady, declining, declining fast, improving, improving rapidly?

In some part of the inland waters for example in marine and coastal wetlands the situation is
steady or ining(because w llutions), in another cases the siuation usually i
declinipg and in soms cases is declining fast.

We had improving trend in just 3 few wedands,

b. how does this campare 10 other major biomes? (same, better than others and which ones,
worse than others and which ones, the worst?)
unfortunately the warst

2. Which are the main direct drivers of loss of inland waters biodiversity (list the most
important, or in order of impartance if possible/necessary)?

a. over use of water? High impacts

b. unsusiainahle land based practices (pollution, siltation, eutrophication)? High impacts

c. habitat (werland} conversion? High jmpacts

d. over-exploitation of species? Medium impacts

g. invasive alien species? Medium impacts

f. other (specify)? drought-ness (High impacts), unsustainable agriculture(High impacts),
{llegal hunting(High impacts)

3. Po you generally tend to iry to manage inland water acosystems as a functioning ecological

unit?YES

a. are catchment/basin based approaches (or sub-catchments for larger systems) widely used?:
i.e., is the land within the carchment generally considered and managed as part of the inland
warer ecosystem? Mot yer, but we have some national and international projects based on
geosystem approach

b. to what extant is the relevant estuary/coastal region considered as part of the “inland water”
ecosystem (if applicable)? Agcording to Ramsar convention definition. apart of marine
water the depth of which at Jow tide does not exceed six_meters are coastal waters and

considered as part of the “inland water” ecgsystems.
4. Does the POW have & significant influgnce an policies and management in your country?:

a. yes, no, difficult to_nssess? No, because until now we have not nationa} mechanism fo
jointing thig propramme to wetl ent in the count
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b. do other policy and management frameworks result in outcomes relevant 1o the POW but
these are not influenced dircctly the POW?; what are these (&.g., other regional frameworks;
national measures/mechanisms but not direstly influenced by the POW)? Yes off equrse, for

example according to lranian wetland conservation project, we vee a big part of obieclives in
biodiversity inland waters POW.

5. Hag the POW had a significant impact on relevant water-related policies in your country™:

a. on water use policies - parficularly water use by the sectars (agriculrure mncluding
{rrigation; hydropawer; navigation; urban/industrial warer supply and use ctc.)7?
not directly

b. on water quality?; not directly

c. does this include adequate consideration of groundwater?; e.g., interactions berween
groundwater and surface water (e.g., how groundwater recharges other wetlands)? ; impacts
of unsustainable groundwater use on terrestrial biodiversity (¢.g.. vegeration cover, forests)?
not direcily

6. Are the linkages between inland water biodiversity and sustainable human development
{and poverty reduction) adécuately understood and considered in relevant policy making?:

a. regarding the importance of the direct use of injand water fauna and flora {e.g., fisheries,

medicinal uses etc.)? YES. in umbrella of sustainable development national committee,
Ramsar conventjon sub-committee works with other disciplines,

b. regarding the role of inland water biodiversity (ecosystems/wetlands) in susteining
freshwater for human uses? Yes,_one of the delegates of Ramsar convention sub-committee is
fisheries orpanization

o regarding the role of inland water ecosystems in the provision of other services (nutrient
recycling, flood manapement, adaptation to extreme weather evenis)? [n case of qutrient
recyeling, flood management there is a same mechanism between DOE and  power

i responsible to water quality and quantity), but in_case of adaplation to extreme
weather events e 18 Ot CUrten chanism.

d. is the problem lack of awareness of these, and other, roles that inland water ecosystems
play or lack of appreciation of their values (or bath)?

Awarensss ciation ig_not same between_diffarent stakecholders. For exa e
are a lot_of NGOs with high sensitive to werlands situations in the gountry, instead of, other
g ders for example farmers, fisher mans, rural people, apart of local ational leve
governmental managers, and ... iave a linle information about wetlands valuss and functiops,

7. What is the level of awareness and attention to the importance of inland water biodiversity
in relation to olimate change?

a. are people adequately aware that the main impacts of climate change are on water,
therefore, not only are inland water ecosystems pasticularly vulnerable 1o climate change but
their functions play 2 key role in adaptation measures to deal with the impacts of climate
change (for example, responding 1o the increasing frequency and severity of droughts and
fioods)? Adequately aware usuallv js very low.

b. and therafore, is there adequate artention to the fact that climare change sigmficantly
increases the importance of the POW in relation to sustainable human development?
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ust in goyemiment level, sustainable development national committee try to established new

mgchanism for this case.

8 Is there adequate awareness at policy and planning level of the need to consider managing
the “ecosystem services” provided by inland water ecosystems?: theze is just an icle of law
abut ecosystery gervices in 4" development programme,

a. do relevant policy makers (including in all reievant sectors) understand the concept of
*gcogystem services” (even if using similar but alternative terminology) and do they use this
as a framework for planning? For example, this approach would involve some lsvel of trade
off decision making in order to balance the services that are provided. Yes, by using similar
but alternative rerminology

b. alternatively - do policy makers and planners still manage water on a sectot basis (and
relatively independently of each other) and by looking at tangible products such as food
produced, or water extracted for direct human use, c.g., urban water supplies), largely
disregarding other services? This approach would tend o give less attention to rade off
decision making. Partly yes

¢. is there adequate awareness of the importance and value of the many other services
provided (particularly those which currently have no “formal economic value™ — such as
Climate regulation, freshwater regulation, nutrient recycling, mitigating the impacts of
extreme weather e1¢.)? A few

d. is the problem the decision making process in terms of infrastrueture/governance/dialogue,
or lack of awareness of values of services? If we had better valuations - would it

automaticalty lead to better outcomes? Systematically not yet, but apart of decision malkers
have update view about wetland values and functions.

9. Which convention has the most influence on relevant inland water related policies and
policies in areas which impact water (¢.g., agriculture} in your country?

a. CBD?, Ramsar?, CBD and Ramsar jointly?, or none? (if other motre influential regional
conventions/agreements are applicable please specify) Ramsar convention

b. If you are not a Party to Ramsar — is Ramsar guidance stil} used as a means to guide
relevant pelicies and activities? -

10. The CBD has many other programmes of work, the majority of whieh also influence the
status and trends of inland water ecosystems:

a. is there adequate attention to the objectives and activities of the POW on inland waters in
these other POWs (e.g., agricultural biodiversity; marine and coastal; mountaing; dry and sub-
humid lands; farests)?

f1. Has your country shifted policies (within the past 10 years or so) towards the
rehabilitation and‘or restoration of the functions inland water ecosystems? [f so — what was
the main driver of (reason for) this shift in policies? ¥es, but not completely, we can
established joint anisms betwee eral organizalions and sectors_and decide

articles in development laws.

a. “economic” reasoos, for example - based on financial cost-benefit considerstions (which
ones? e.g., more cost effective water management — including flaod regulation?, more cost
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effective water supplies for human uses? ete.) This is new sirategy in next J year, development
programme in nattong) level.

b, to rehabilitare rural livelihoods among the poor (e.g., rehabilitating food supply from
fisheries. to rehabilitate drinking water supplies etc)? This is new strategy in next 5 year
deyelopment programmé in hational leyel.

¢, recreation/tourism/cultural reasons (including recreational fisheries)? This is new strategy
in next 3 year deve|ppment propramme in natjona! level.

d. “nature conservation” in its own right ( e.g., endangered species protection) not yet

12. What is the level of importance {balance) placed on this programme of work/subject in
appropriate biodiversity refated policy arenas in relation to other POWs/subject areas?:

A in relation (o the canservation of threatened species? (high, medium. low) low

b. in relation to importance for human development (and development targets)? (high,
medium, low) medjum

c. sheuld the refative importance of this subject area be higher or lower? should be higher

d. if this subject area needs a higher profile ~ what are best grounds (basis/arguments) and the
key ways and means to achieve this? Iy _below subjects: lepislation level, public awareness.
integrated management, ecosystem approach and ecosysiem benefiis.

13. What is the leve! of attention to this programme of work beyond the “environment
sector?:

. amongst the production sectors (agricuiture, forestry, fisheries etc.)? agriculture, foresiry,
fisheries, water manaeement and indystry

b. is the private sector actively engaged in this POW? (please pravide examples) ?

14, What areas in the programme of work:

a. are the most critical? In_sectors of water, forest, wetland, pasture, coastal zone and degert

b. are missing ot need to be strengthened? yes

15. Please summarise what the critical issues are with this programme of work in terms of:

a. enhanced implementation? Public swareness, poverty reduction, ecotourisy, seosystem
approach

b. addressing barriers? Non-updated lggal, poverty, cultural issues

c. technical or political constraints?
a: at your own national level?
b: (if appropriate) - globally/regionally?

16. Please suggest the best strategies to address the critical issves identified, for example
throogh:
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a. highlighting status and trends in species? High prionty
b. addressing linkages to human development/livehhoods/poverty reducrion? High priority
¢. improved valuations of ecosystem services provided? High priority
d. technical solutions (which technical areas)? High priority

e. improved decision/policy making processes (how?)?
a: at your own national level? By legislation and awareness rising
b: (if appropriate) - globally/regionally? By infe mational agresments

17. What are the critical capacity building needs for thus POW?
a. please specify the target group and subject area

Legislation for governmgntal managers and experts
Public awareness for all of gtakehnlders

tr. given that additional financial resources are invariably required (in all programme areas) -
how can the provision of better resources/capacity be best promated for this POW 7 Which
arguments will have the best outcome?

a: at your own national level? Using of NGOs potential
b: (if appropriate) — glabally/regionally? Ragking, according to re tonal priarities not
just national priorities

TOTOl eI v L)
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