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• What are the obligations relating to Traditional Knowledge 
(TK) and IPLCs according to the CBD, the Nagoya Protocol and 
the Cartagena Protocol? 

• What is the current Programme of Work on Traditional 
Knowledge? 

• What are the achievements of  the Programme of Work on 
Traditional Knowledge to date?

• What are the current institutional arrangements on TK under 
the CBD?

• Why is it important to mainstream TK and issues related to 
IPLCs into economic sectors?



Parties undertake to:
• respect, preserve and maintain traditional knowledge of IPLCs relevant to
the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
•promote its wider application with the approval and involvement of the 
holders of such knowledge and 
•encourage the equitable sharing of benefits
(Article 8, paragraph (j))

Other relevant provisions: Article 10 (c) states that Parties shall, as far as 
possible and as appropriate: 
•Protect and encourage customary use of biological resources in accordance 
with traditional cultural practices that are compatible with conservation or 
sustainable use requirements.

Article 17 and 18 
*CSU is the classroom for TK transmittal

A few key provisions of the CBD: 8 (j), 10(c)

What are the obligations 
relating to TK according to the 
CBD?



What are the obligations 
relating to TK according to the 
Nagoya Protocol?

The Nagoya Protocol builds on the ABS provisions of 
the CBD and aims to ensure fair and equitable benefit-
sharing arising from the use of genetic resources and
traditional knowledge associated with genetic 
resources.

•Adopted in October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan

• Entered into force on 12 October 2014

•Now ratified by 116 Parties to the CBD

• Three core pillars: Access, Benefit-sharing, 
Compliance

• Legally binding for parties to the Nagoya Protocol



What are the obligations 
relating to IPLCs according to 
the Cartagena Protocol?

The Cartagena Protocol is an international treaty that 
seeks to protect biological diversity from the risks 
posed by living modified organisms (LMOs), also often 
referred to as genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 

which are a product of modern biotechnology.

•Adopted in 2000 in Cartagena, Colombia

• Entered into force in 2003

•Now ratified by 171 Parties to the CBD

Refer to  socio economic impacts of living modified 
organisms, especially on indigenous and local 
communities (article 26)



What are the obligations 

relating to IPLCs 

according to the SP

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets

Mission: Take effective and urgent action to halt the
loss of biodiversity in order to ensure that by 2020
ecosystems are resilient and continue to provide
essential services, thereby securing the planet’s variety
of life, and contributing to human well-being, and
poverty eradication

•Adopted in 2010

•20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets organized under 5
Strategic Goals

•Target 18: By 2020, the traditional knowledge,
innovations and practices of indigenous and local
communities and their customary use, are respected



What is the Programme of 
Work on Traditional 
Knowledge?

The aim is to promote within the framework of

the Convention a just implementation of Article

8(j) and related provisions, at local, national,

regional and international levels and to ensure

the full and effective participation of

indigenous peoples and local communities at

all stages and levels of its implementation.

•Adopted in 2000

•Contains 5 elements and 17 tasks

•Timeframe: 2000 to 2020



What are the achievements of  the 
Programme of Work on Traditional 
Knowledge to date?

Outcomes, Guidelines and Tools
oComposite report on the status and trends 
of traditional knowledge  

oTkarihwaié:ri Code of Ethical Conduct to 
Ensure Respect for the Cultural and 
Intellectual Heritage of ILCs 

oAkwé:Kon Voluntary Guidelines on the 
conduct of cultural, environmental and social 
impact assessments 

oPlan of Action on the Customary 
Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity

oMo’otz Kuxtal Voluntary Guidelines for 
Traditional Knowledge (access and benefit 
sharing for the utilization of TK)
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What are the achievements of  the 
Programme of Work on Traditional 
Knowledge to date?

Outcomes, Guidelines and Tools

oThe Rutzolijirisaxik voluntary guidelines for 
the repatriation of traditional knowledge

oGlossary of relevant key terms and 
concepts 

T.15

T.12



What are the pending tasks of  the Programme 
of Work on Traditional Knowledge to date? 
*Parties are requested to consider to what 
extent they have been addressed by completion 
of other tasks 

Task 6

Task 11

The WG8J to develop guidelines for respect, preservation and
maintenance of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices
and their wider application in accordance with Article 8(j).

The WG8J to assess, existing subnational, as appropriate, national
and international instruments, particularly intellectual property
instruments, that have implications on the protection of
knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local
communities with a view to identify synergies between these
instruments and the objectives of Article 8(j).

Task 13
The WG8J to develop a set of guiding principles and standards to
strengthen the use of traditional knowledge and other forms of
knowledge for the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity, taking into account the role that traditional knowledge
can play with respect to the ecosystem approach, in-situ
conservation, taxonomy, biodiversity monitoring and
environmental impact assessments in all biodiversity sectors.



What are the pending tasks of  the 
Programme of Work on Traditional 
Knowledge to date? *Parties are requested to 

consider to what extent they have been addressed by 
completion of other tasks 

Task 14

The WG8J to develop guidelines and proposals for the
establishment of national incentive schemes for indigenous
and local communities to preserve and maintain their
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices and for the
application of such knowledge, innovations and practices in
national strategies and programmes for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity.

Task 17

The Executive Secretary to develop, in cooperation with
Governments and indigenous and local communities, methods
and criteria to assist in assessing the implementation of Article
8(j) and related provisions at the international, regional, national
and local levels, and reporting of such in national reports in
conformity with Article 26.
.

Tasks of the global Plan of Action on Customary Sustainable Use



Overview of participatory 

mechanisms for IPLCs under 

the CBD

Secretariat of the 
CBD

Focal Points on 
TK/CSU 
(2 staff)

International 
Indigenous Forum 

on Biodiversity 
(IIFB)



Participation in the WG8J-10 

(2017)

Chairperson of the meeting

Photo: IISD
Credit: IISD Cuauhtémoc Ochoa, Mexico, and Yeshing Juliana Upún Yos, Guatemala, Co-Chairs of the 
Working Group on Article 8(j)



Participatory Mechanisms for 

Indigenous Peoples and Local 

Communities

Body Co-chair of 

official meeting

Co-chair of 

contact group

Intervention in 

agenda items 

Financial 

support* 

Accreditation as 

indigenous 

peoples and 

local 

communities

WG8 (J) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

SBSTTA - - ✓ ✓ ✓

SBI - - ✓ ✓ ✓

COP - ✓ ✓ ✓

* Subject to availability of funds



Mainstreaming TK and issues 

related to IPLCs in other sectors

● COPs 13 and 14 examined mainstreaming biodiversity in agriculture,
fisheries and aquaculture, forestry, tourism, energy, mining, infrastructure,
health, manufacture and processing;

● Informal Advisory Group formed at COP 14;

● Contributions of IPLCs can take many forms:

● TK contributes to health and food production, as well as to other sectors;

● IPLCs can champion mainstreaming in production (demonstration);

● Integration of TK and IPLC concerns into development policies, programmes and
projects, including safeguards in planning and financing.

● Multilateral development banks, private financing agents and local
policymakers need to be made aware of safeguards and the need for prior
informed consent and continued involvement of indigenous peoples and
local communities.



Discussion and sharing - Indicative questions

• Do you have any questions regarding the work on traditional knowledge 
to date?

• Which key elements should be included in the future Programme of 
Work (PoW) post-2020?

• What kinds of institutional arrangements are needed for the 
implementation of the future Programme of Work (PoW) ?



Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

413 Saint Jacques Street, Suite 800

Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada

Tel: +1 514 288 2220

Fax: + 1 514 288 6588

Email: secretariat@cbd.int

www.cbd.int

Thank you for your attention!


