Draft for consultation

Note: this document is an advance review version of an information document for the second meeting of
the Subsidiary Body on Implementation to be considered under agenda item 15 - review of the
effectiveness of processes under the Convention and its Protocols'. This document complements
documents CBD/SBI/2/16 CBD/3BI/2/16/Add.1 and an additional information document on thisissue.

REVIEW OF THE EXPERIENCE IN HOLDING CONCURRENT MEET INGS OF THE
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES OF THE CONVENTION AND THE MEETINGS OF THE
PARTIES OF THE PROTOCOLS - VIEWS FROM PARTIES

l. BACKGROUND

1. At the UN Biodiversity Conference held in Cancunexito, in 2016, the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversitgsyfor the first time, convened concurrently vitib
Conference of the Parties serving as the meetitigeoParties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafiedy
the Conference of the Parties serving as the ngeefithe Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access t
Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable fhafirBenefits Arising from their Utilization. In
decision Xll1/26, the Conference of the Partiesh® Convention on Biological Diversity, decideduse

a list of criteria for reviewing, at its fourteentimd fifteenth meetings, experience in holding ngst
concurrently, and requested the Executive Secrétapyepare a preliminary review, using these Kdste
for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Implataion at its second meeting. The meetings of the
Parties to the Cartagena and Nagoya Protocolsetkbiduse similar criteria for reviewing their niegs

in decision VIII/10 and decision 2/12, respectively

2. In response to this request a notification invitiRgrties to provide their perspectives on
concurrently convening meetings of the Confererfdé® Parties to the Convention and of the Patties
the two Protocols was issued on 22 February 2017 avdeadline of 24 March 2017. Subsequently the
deadline for the submission of comments was exttmd0 April 2017. The notification was distribdte

to Parties to the Convention on Biological DiversRarties to the Cartagena and Nagoya Protocols.

3. The notification invited Parties to complete a dioemaire based on the criteria identified in
decisions XllI/26, COP-MOP VIII/10 and COP-MOP 2/82d provided additional space for written
comments. The responses to the questionnaire ammatised in document CBD/SBI/2/16/Add.1. The
present document contains all of the written contsemceived. This information document is
complemented by a second information document whichmarizes the results of a survey that was sent
to Participants in the UN Biodiversity Conference.

Il RESPONDENTS TO THE SURVEY

4, Responses to the survey were received from 64eBartiowever 71 responses to the survey
were received as some countries provided separbtaissions for the Convention and its Protocols. No

! Montreal, Canada, 9-13 July 2018. See: CBD/SBIl&2é4ilable ahttps://www.cbd.int/meetings/SBI-02

2 Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Austrizgl®us, Belgium, Bénin, Bolivia, Bosnia and Heragge, Bulgaria,
Burundi, Cabo Verde, Canada, China, Colombia, CBsta, Cote d'lvoire, Cuba, Czech Republic, DemticrRepublic of
Congo, Denmark, Ecuador, European Union, Finlaretn@ny, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea Equafuiaee-Bissau,
Honduras ,India, Iran, Jamaica, Kuwait, Madagasktalaysia, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, NepBletherlands,
Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Repuloii Korea, Sao Tome, Senegal, Seychelles, Slov&{@enia, South
Africa, Spain, St. Kitts and Nevis, Sudan, Switaed, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, Yemen, Zimbabweaddition one Party
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all respondents answered all questions in the guoveprovided written comments. The number of
written comments received varied with the queséind ranged from 23 to 44 written responses

5. Of the responses received 62 related to the Coiovenn Biological Diversity, 55 Cartagena
Protocol and 41 for the Nagoya Protdcdhis represents a response rate of approximagshy of Parties

to the Convention on Biological Diversity, 32% afrRes to the Cartagena Protocol and 43% of Pddies
the Nagoya Protocol. On a regional basis 23 regsowere received from Africa, 10 from Asia and the
Pacific, 7 from Central and Eastern Europe, 17 ftbenGroup of Latin American Countries and 14 from
the Western European and Other Group. 53 of timrses were from developing countries and 18 were
from developed countries. Not all respondents aressivall questions in the survey or provided written
comments. The number of written comments receiagtes with the question and ranged from 23 to 44
written responses.

Compilation of written comments received organisedby the identified criteria*

Full and effective participation of representativesof developing country Parties, in
particular the least developed countries and smalsland developing States among them,

Country and Parties with economies in transition, in the 1tB meeting of the Conference of the
Parties;

Algeria The majority of countries could only be represerigadne or two delegates, making it

9 impossible to cover all meetings

Antigua & The participation of Antigua & Barbuda was consaldy more effective due to the financial

Barbuda assistance provided by the Secretariat of the CBD.
| cannot judge because in a meeting | do not difeéween developed and other countries, as
the delegates have all the same badges.

Austria
The highly complex agenda setting for the threetinge and the interlinked nature of some
items has been a huge challenge for small delegatio
| believe that the convening of concurrent meetioigthe Conference of the AOPTties to the

Belarus Convention, the Conference of the Parties as tregingeof the Parties to Cartagena Protocol ,

and the Conference of the Parties serving as tletimgeof the Parties to the Nagoya Protoco|
was very fruitful

The organization of the formal sessions of the imgst(Plenary and Working Groups) was
quite similar to that during previous meetingshtaf COP:MOP. However, the large number of
Belgium simultaneously organized contact groups may hasegmted representatives of developing
countries to participate in all of those — but tligain, is not fundamentally different from
previous conferences.

Un seul représentant pour la Convention et les geatocoles ce qui ne permet pas une pleipe

Benin participation du Bénin

(Irag) noted that it was unable to respond to Wtéination as it could not participate in the UNbBiversity Conference for visa
reasons.

% Note that these figure number more than 71 as famées submitted one response addressing theeBton and one or both
of its Protocols.

* These comments are reproduced in the languagéoendt in which they were received. In cases wheRarty provided more
than one submission these are indicated in sepanatein the tables.
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Burundi

The participation of representatives of develogiagntry Parties is not full and effective
because those countries are represented by ormnpéns we know that the COP is organize
in groups and one person cannot participate ingmeaps and that why we recommend to
review the representation of developing countryhst their participation can be full and
effective.

Cabo Verde

Had the participation of the country but did notéghe participation of the focal point for the
Cartagena protocol. Only the focal point for biasity was support by the secretariat, and
course, it is difficult to participate in the act®of the protocol taking into account that it
focuses more on biodiversity.

Df

Canada

» There seemed to be large delegations from sedlexaloping countries in Africa and Asia
and Latin America — which was excellent. Partioiggafrom all countries, including developin
countries had an equal opportunity to participatdiscussions.

» Concurrent meetings posed the logistical chalenfgnot being able to attend all
meetings/sessions when issues overlapped (e.@rglemorking groups, etc.).

«

China

Since several working group/contact group meetargsheld in parallel, it is difficult for
Parties with limited number of representativesddipipate all the meetings.

Colombia

From my impression on the meetings, | would say $hane delegations were very small, ang
that created difficulties regarding their attendataall or at least most of the side events an
contact group meetings.

)

Cote d’lvoire

Je pense qu'il y a eu une participatpleine des délégué qui étaient présents.

Cuba

The available financing did not allow the attendan€each country that is part of convention

and protocols. Besides the length of meetings, Useraf its concurrent modality, limited the
possibility for many delegations to be the wholenfeéoence.

Denmark

Denmark notes that resource constraints may henitetl the participation of representatives
developing country Parties. Concurrent meetingsatehfor a higher number of contact
groups/friends of the chair than usual. Running fgroups at the same time challenges sma
delegations as they may not be able to particiipadd four groups at the same time. Howeve
running 3 concurrent meetings in the same workiogig allowed for participation by even
small delegation in discussion of cross-cuttingésswhich is definitely considered very
efficient and constructive in regards to strengtimegration between the convention and its
protocols.

of

Ecuador

For Ecuadorian delegation was complicated atterzhiaffective way all the topics planned
into the agenda under this new modality, becauseiirdelegation had limited number of
delegates.

European Union

Whilst acknowledging potential remaining barrigesource constraints and the challenges
attending parallel meetings (in particular wherpesis have responsibilities under both the
CBD as either of its Protocols), the EU and its MSe the impression that convening
concurrent meetings has facilitated full and effecparticipation by developing country
Parties.

of

The lack of financial means and level of the vodumtcontributions for supporting participant:

A

. from developing countries was debated and an isstiee Budget group. The COP meeting 3
Finland . . . A
representation from different regional groups wdrkeour opinion in a balanced way. The
VISA system in Mexico worked and support was gisafficiently.
Ghana Limited number of country delegates
Grenada

One person supported to attend all meetings frdd8%ind LDCS makes it difficult to achiev

1
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difficult to measure full and effective participati but the multiple skills set required to have|a
chance
Developing countries did not have the chance t@teaxepresentative delegation due to the fact
that few people can attend the different convestatthe same time. Additionally, from the
Guatemala ; ! : .
CBD there is not enough support for having morentgurepresentatives in concurrent
meetings.
. . C’est une facon de renforcé la synergie entre tv@ation et ses Protocoles tout en permettant
Guinee-Bissau N - . e ;
a tous les acteurs connaitre mieux ces différastsuments.
While convening concurrent meetings of CoP and MeRsdeed cost-effective, however, it
may not be effective in terms of full and effectparticipation of representatives of developing
India country Parties, and in improving the efficiencytloé process since following the discussions
from one meeting to the other is not easy andpedaally challenging for the smaller
delegations.
Iran Increased cost due to the longer time requiredtying in the meeting resulted in low level
participation of key negotiators.
A number of countries only had one representatigethus could not attend all working
Jamaica group/contact group meetings and benefit from otrioute to deliberations which informed
decisions.
Madagascar Some countries have been underreprégentack of financial support
Mali toutes les parties ont participé aux réunions
Mexico Even though there was an effective representati@ne is a challenge for full and effective
participation.
Nepal Nepal is well prepared for the COP and is abl&hw its firm commitments through NBSAR
P and National Reports
whilst acknowledging potential remaining barrienslahe challenges of attending parallel
Netherlands meetings, The Netherlands has the impression gdmtening concurrent meetings has
facilitated full and effective participation by dgeping country Parties.
Niger this is in conformity of the country status
The challenge of providing travel support for thenCun-meetings might have resulted in legs
Norway . M
participation in the MOPs from countries in needrafel support.
Pakistan Only one sponsored delegate can not attentbncurrent meetings
Due to lack of governmental instillation
Sao Tome We fully participate at all conference of PartiedRFC But, we didn’t participate in the last
convention (13th meeting of the Conference of thdi€s) because lack of communication.
Sevchelles The fact that the meetings were being held conatlyrenade it a bit hard to follow especially
y for us from SIDS given that we only had a very drdalegation present.
As a Party we can’t adequately assess the patiimipaf representatives of developing
Slovenia countries and Parties with economies in transitiia.have no insight in the level of their

actual participation and/or financial support fleattpurpose. Since we do not have the

necessary information on which we could base osgssnent we also believe that as a Part
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we are not competent for making such assessmenth&vefore assume that criteria for that
item was partially met.

Countries where one participant was funded would gl their time and missed sessions where
they would not attend. This constrained negotiaiaith such contracting Parties demanding
their positions to be considered for agenda itdraswere closed whilst they were attending
other sessions in other venues.

South Africa

Only one participant received financial supporpésticipate in the concurrent meetings, so he

Sudan or she couldn't participate fully in the meetings.

The convening of concurrent meetings was advantegeoallow the participation at all three
Switzerland meetings in a short time frame. However, especfaligmaller delegations it might have bee
challenging to participate in parallel sessiorss. fivorking groups, friends of the chair).

>

Tunisia Only one representative from Tunisia atezhthe meeting due to budget restrictions.

Only one delegate was supported by the CBD Seaketarparticipate in the three meetings:
Uganda COP13, COPMOP8 and COPMOP2. It was therefore difffor countries that had only one
delegate to fully and effectively participate ire titmneetings which were running concurrently.

The delegation, which consisted of only one repriedre, could not provide the effective and

Ukraine a full part in the discussion of all items of #genda of the three meetings
Zimbabwe Participation limited by numbers.
Full and effective participation of representativesof developing country Parties,
in particular the least developed countries and smhbisland developing States
Country among them, and Parties with economies in transitig in the 8th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting tife Parties to the Cartagena
Protocol;
Algeria The majority of countries could only be represeritgane or two delegates, making|it
9 impossible to cover all meetings
Antigua & The participation of Antigua & Barbuda was consaddy more effective due to the
Barbuda financial assistance provided by the Secretarigt@CBD.
| cannot judge because in a meeting | do not diféegween developed and other
countries, as the delegates have all the same ©adge
Austria
Small delegations from developing countries cowttake part in all discussions,
especially in Contact groups.
| believe that the convening of concurrent meetiofgghe Conference of the AOPrties
Belarus to the Convention, the Conference o the PArtiegb@asneeting of the PArties to

Cartagena Protocol , and the Conference of théeBaérving as the meeting of the
Parties to the Nagoya Protocol was very fruitful

The organization of the formal sessions of the mgst(Plenary and Working Groups)
Belgium was quite similar to that during previous meetiofjthe COP:MOP. However, the
large number of simultaneously organized contamtigs may have prevented

representatives of developing countries to pauiepn all of those — but this, again, |is
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not fundamentally different from previous conferes

Bénin

Il Ny a eu de représentant a la 8e réunion deolafé€ence des Parties agissant com
réunion des Parties a le Protocole de Carthagéore @ pleine représentation de m
pays n’est pas assurée

Burundi

The participation of representatives of develogiagntry Parties is not full and
effective because those countries are represegtedebperson, the CBD focal point.
Or, we know that the MOP is organized in groups @mel person cannot participate
two groups and that why we recommend to reviewdjpeesentation of developing
country so that their participation can be full @fféctive. The Focal Point of this
protocol has not participated in the 8th meetingabse of lack of financing.

Cabo Verde

Had the participation of the country but did notd#he participation of the focal poin

for the Cartagena protocol. Only the focal pointhfndiversity was support by the
secretariat, and of course, it is difficult to pepate in the actions of the protocol
taking into account that it focuses more on biodiig.

Canada

« Participants from all countries, including deyahg countries had an equal
opportunity to participate in discussions.

» Concurrent meetings posed the logistical chabenfghot being able to attend all
meetings/sessions when issues overlapped (e.@rplemorking groups, etc.).

China

Since several working group/contact group meetargsheld in parallel, it is difficult
for Parties with limited number of representatit@participate all the meetings.

Costa Rica

In relation to full participation, it is necessdoy the CBD Secretariat to also sponso
the participation of the Focal Points of the CastaagProtocol, because in the case d
Costa Rica, only the CBD Focal Point was sponsaggkcially considering the
Length of the Meeting, which is 15 days.

On the other hand, to ensure that participatiaffective, each country is required tq
conform to a group of professionals (which, in mzestes, did not take place), since
what is brought to plenary has been elaboratecagrekd upon in the groups of Wor
after the plenary and in many occasions there atings at the same time.

In addition, there is no translation in these woagkgroups which limits the
participation of countries whose language othen taaglish.

Czech Republic

At the concurrent meetings, smaller delegationsileey to focus on COP CBD
topics.

me

DN

=]

—

=

=

Ecuador

For Ecuadorian delegation was complicated atterahiaffective way all the topics
planned into the agenda under this new modalityabge in our delegation had limitg
number of delegates.

2d

European Union

Whilst acknowledging potential remaining barrieesource constraints and the
challenges of attending parallel meetings (in patir where experts have
responsibilities under both the CBD as either®fitotocols), the EU and its MS ha|
the impression that convening concurrent meetiagsfacilitated full and effective
participation by developing country Parties.

ve

Finland

Cartagena Protocol see above

Grenada

One person supported to attend all theingsehakes it difficult to achieve
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Guatemala

Few representatives of each Party t cannot attéfedteht topics at the same time.
Furthermore, long and tired night discussion sesséwe an impediment when few
country representatives can attend.

Guinee-Bissau

Effectivement, la delegation du pays n’a pas poraec attention gu’il merité tenana
compte que Point Focal ce Protocole n"était pasamt. D autre part, le nombre de
delegation du pays n"était pas suffisament engelenquantité.

India

While convening concurrent meetings of CoP and Melwdeed cost-effective,
however, it may not be effective in terms of fulldeeffective participation of
representatives of developing country Parties,iamthproving the efficiency of the
process since following the discussions from oneting to the other is not easy and
especially challenging for the smaller delegations.

is

Iran

Increased cost due to the longer time required
for staying in the meeting resulted in low level
participation of key negotiators. No financial sogp
received from the Secretariat.

Jamaica

A number of countries only had one representatigkthus could not cover all
working group/contact group meetings.

Madagascar

Some countries have been underreprésentack of financial support

Mexico

The UN Conference on Biodiversity adopted 67 densithat are highly relevant for
the implementation of the CDB objectives and that8gic Plan for Biodiversity

2011-2020 and its Aichi Targets. Some of thesesitmts were adopted by the three
instruments, which allowed more integration anderehce on the achieved results.

Nepal

Nepal is not yet a party for this.

Pakistan

Only one sponsored delegate can not atterebncurrent meetings

Sao Tome

We fully participate at all conference of PartiedRCBut, we didn't participate in the
last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencthefParties) because lack of
communication.

Seychelles

Most of the focus was given to the COP13 rathem thaCOP 8, which took away
from meeting the criteria specific to the Cartagpraocol. Still have to ways to get
parties to focus on the protocol and make cleamaibments on implementation of th
protocol

Slovenia

The complexity of three meetings and consequemttyahding agenda was challeng
for small delegations. They could not take pasdlidiscussions particularly those ra
in contact groups.

As a Party we can't adequately assess the pattiiwipaf representatives of developil
countries and Parties with economies in transitide.have no insight in the level of
their actual participation and/or financial supdortthat purpose. Since we do not
have the necessary information on which we cou$ lmair assessment we also beli
that as a Party we are not competent for makinfy assessment. We therefore assy
that criteria for that item was partially met.

- O

g

eve
me

South Africa

Countries where one participant was funded wouldlgi their time and missed
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sessions where they would not attend. This com&danegotiations with suc
contracting Parties demanding their positions tadiesidered for agenda items that
were closed whilst they were attending other sessio other venues.

St. Kitts and
Nevis

Only one participant was funded by the Secretaridtthat participant was unable to
cover all the events.

Sudan

Only one participant received financial supporpéuoticipate in the concurrent
meetings, so he or she couldn't participate fullthie meetings.

Switzerland

The convening of concurrent meetings was advantegeoallow the participation at
all three meetings in a short time frame. Howegspecially for smaller delegations
might have been challenging to participate in palrakssions (i.e. working groups,
friends of the chair).

Tunisia

NFP Cartagena Protocol wasn't able to attend thetings. Leaving office for two
weeks of the 3 NFPs, working in the same departmeat difficult to justify and
argue

Uganda

Only one delegate was supported by the CBD Sedttarparticipate in the three
meetings: COP13, COPMOP8 and COPMOP2. It was therefifficult for countries
that had only one delegate to fully and effectiadyticipate in the meetings which
were running concurrently.

Ukraine

The delegation, which consisted of only one repriedire, could not provide the
effective and a full part in the discussion ofi@ms of the agenda of the three
meetings

Zimbabwe

Participation limited by numbers.

Country

Full and effective participation of representativesof developing country Parties, in
particular the least developed countries and smalland developing States among
them, and Parties with economies in transition, ithe 2nd meeting of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting thfe Parties to the Nagoya
Protocol;

Algeria

The majority of countries could only be represerigane or two delegates, making i
impossible to cover all meetings

Antigua &
Barbuda

The participation of Antigua & Barbuda was consaddy more effective due to the
financial assistance provided by the Secretarigt@CBD.

—

Austria

There are always too many outcomes (I guess you mhegisions)- and in reality
nothing changes

Belarus

| believe that the convening of concurrent meetivighe Conference of the AOPrties
to the Convention, the Conference o the PArtighasneeting of the PArties to
Cartagena Protocol , and the Conference of théeBarving as the meeting of the
Parties to the Nagoya Protocol was very fruitful

Belgium

The organization of the formal sessions of the ingst(Plenary and Working Groups

was quite similar to that during previous meetionfjthe COP:MOP. However, the larg

je
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number of simultaneously organized contact grougg have prevented representati
of developing countries to participate in all od$le — but this, again, is not
fundamentally different from previous conferences.

Bénin

Il Ny a eu de représentant a la 8e réunion deolaf€ence des Parties agissant comrj
réunion des Parties au Protocole de Nagoya. Dopieiiae représentation de mon pay
n’est pas assurée

ne
S

Burundi

The participation of representatives of develogiagntry Parties is not full and
effective because those countries are represegtedeoperson, the CBD focal point.
Or, we know that the MOP is organized in groups @mel person cannot participate ir
two groups and that why we recommend to reviewdipeesentation of developing
country so that their participation can be full affictive. The Focal Point of this
protocol has not participated in the 2nd meetiecplise of lack of financing.

Cabo Verde

The country has not yet ratified thedea and does not have a designated focal pq

nt

Canada

« Participants from all countries, including deystay countries had an equal
opportunity to participate in discussions.

» Concurrent meetings posed the logistical chaberfgnot being able to attend all
meetings/sessions when issues overlapped (e.@rplemorking groups, etc.).

China

Since several working group/contact group meetargsheld in parallel, it is difficult
for Parties with limited number of representatit@participate all the meetings.

Ecuador

For Ecuadorian delegation was complicated atteraohiaffective way all the topics
planned into the agenda under this new modalityalbee in our delegation had limite
number of delegates.

European
Union

Whilst acknowledging potential remaining barrieessource constraints and the
challenges of attending parallel meetings (in palsir where experts have
responsibilities under both the CBD as either®fitotocols), the EU and its MS hav
the impression that convening concurrent meetiagsfacilitated full and effective
participation by developing country Parties.

Finland

Many parties have the same representatives faraheention and it's protocols, and
concurrent sessions may make it difficult to folldvem efficiently. This is especially
true coordination-wise.

Ghana

Yet to sign and ratify the protocol

Guinee-Bissau

Trés satisfait avec |'organization et la partitipade la delegation de mon pays a c¢
séance.

ptte

India

While convening concurrent meetings of CoP and MeRsdeed cost-effective,
however, it may not be effective in terms of fulldeeffective participation of
representatives of developing country Parties,iamtiproving the efficiency of the
process since following the discussions from oneting to the other is not easy and
especially challenging for the smaller delegations.
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Increased cost due to the longer time required
Iran for staying in the meeting resulted in low level
participation of key negotiators. No financial sopp
received from the Secretariat.
Jamaica A number of countries only had one representatigbthus could not attend all workin
group/contact group meetings.
Madagascar Some countries have been underreprégentack of financial support
Mali le point focal du Protocole de Nagoya du Mali éshisent faute de financement pour
assurer sa participation.
Mexico Even though there was an effective representati@ne is a challenge for full and

effective participation.

Mozambique

The two Protocol Focal Points of Mozambique did geettfinancial support to attend
the conference and it was difficult to follow thHediscussions of the meetings by ong
person. Thankful to the IUCN support, the FocahPof Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety attended one week of the meeting.

Nepal

Nepal is not yet a party for this.

Netherlands

whilst acknowledging potential remaining barriensl ahe challenges of attending
parallel meetings, The Netherlands has the impyegbat convening concurrent
meetings has

facilitated full and effective participation by ddwping country Parties.

Pakistan Only one sponsored delegate can not attermbncurrent meetings
Sao Tome Because the country had not yet ratifiegbtotocol
We fully participate at all conference of PartiedRCBut, we didn’t participate in the
Sao Tome last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencthefParties) because lack of
communication.
As observer state we can’t adequately assess ttieipation of representatives of
developing countries and Parties with economiggaimsition. We have no insight in th
. level of their actual participation and/or finan@apport for that purpose. Since we d
Slovenia ) ; .
not have the necessary information on which wedbake our assessment we also
believe that we are not competent for making swslkessment. We therefore assume
that criteria for that item was partially met.
Countries where one participant was funded wouldlgi their time and missed
South Africa sessions where they would not attend. This com&tdanegotiations with such
contracting Parties demanding their positions tadmesidered for agenda items that
were closed whilst they were attending other sessio other venues.
Etévl?;tts and The one participant that received funding was unéiktover multiple meetings.
Sudan Only one patrticipant received financial supporp#aticipate in the concurrent

meetings, so he or she couldn't participate fullthie meetings.

g

e
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The convening of concurrent meetings was advantegeoallow the participation at &l
three meetings in a short time frame. However, @apg for smaller delegations it

Switzerland might have been challenging to participate in palrakssions (i.e. working groups,
friends of the chair).
Tunisia NFP Nagoya Protocol wasn't able to attend the mgstiLeaving office for two weeks
of the 3 NFPs, working in the same department,diffisult to justify and argue
Only one delegate was supported by the CBD Setattarparticipate in the three
Uganda meetings: COP13, COPMOP8 and COPMOP2. It was therelifficult for countries
9 that had only one delegate to fully and effectivadyticipate in the meetings
which were running concurrently.
The delegation, which consisted of only one reprigive, could not provide the
Ukraine effective and a full part in the discussion ofidms of the agenda of the three
meetings
Zimbabwe Participation limited by numbers.
Country Effective development of outcomes of the Gderence of the Parties;
Austria Negotiations would greatly benefit from better atipation and integration of joint
issues (e.g. technology transfer, ...)
Bénin La participation a été assurée avec desasdedtats qui sont en utilisation
Burundi The outcomes of the conference of the Parties@revgll implemented because of lagk
of financial means.
The decisions taken at the conference of the gaatie being taken into account at the
Cabo Verde
level of the annual work plan
* Lack of adequate opportunity for some contactigsato meet, resulted in less than
Canada ideal outcomes. This was particularly true for &lgi8j, capacity building, and marine
and coastal issues. Other issues had too muclctmgdering their importance; for
example synergies.
. Due to limited participation, certain Parties may be able to make their voice heard
China I . i )
in time, which would sometimes slow down the preoafsdeveloping outcomes.
Céte d'lvoire pour moi le développement des réssiéait trés bon.
Cuba Partially good, it is required to deep indiseussion of certain points.

Czech Republic

The first week of the meeting (including the paiadiessions of the COP-MOPS) was
weaker and not so heavy in relation to the agentat caused sometimes very difficu
negotiations in the second week of the meetingt Niee, it would be useful to have a
better balanced agenda between the first and seeeekl of the meeting;

There is a considerable room for improvement ofkadithe secretariat in the budget
contact group. Provided materials were often daficand made available only in hard
copies. Some of the information was made availablg upon specific request. The

t
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activities of the secretariat were at tit

Denmark

Convening concurrent meetings has significantiytridoated to effective development
of outcomes of COP and especially on matters afssouitting nature. Further effectiv
development of outcomes can be achieved in theapapn phase by ensuring
preparation of documents in a more integrated ¢amsand by ensuring joint discussio
of cross-cutting issues in CG/FoC from the veryiteigg.

[OBA

Ecuador

Despite having achieved most of the expected stk Ecuadorian delegation
considers that more time and logistical facilittes needed for the discussions,
especially in the contact groups.

European Unior

Convening concurrent meetings has significantlytidouted to the outcomes of the
COP and the COP-MOPs in particular for cross-cgtiisues. However the concurre
meetings led to a lot of waiting for delegates amiimber of extra contact groups. T
effectiveness could be improved with better plagnin

nt
ne

Finland

The Cancun Declaration on Mainstreaming and thentaly commitments including
high level thematic discussions HLS on the sampi&soand the approach worked we
The follow up of outcomes and concrete actionsnguiémentation important post
COP-13.

Effectivity and Cost-effectiveness, see (d), fa& €@OP can only be approximated. In
all, schedule issues (and delays) in Working Gr@ajtso led to ineffective
interruptions and are not cost effective. Howdhese downsides are more or less
outweighed (for COP itself) by an increased intégreof the Convention and its
protocols.

Germany

Effectivity and Cost-effectiveness, see (d), fa& €OP can only be approximated. In
all, schedule issues (and delays) in Working Gr@aitso led to ineffective
interruptions and are not cost effective. Howdhese downsides are more or less
outweighed (for COP itself) by an increased intégreof the Convention and its
protocols.

Effectivity and Cost-effectiveness, see (d), fa& €@OP can only be approximated. In
all, schedule issues (and delays) in Working Gr@ajtso led to ineffective
interruptions and are not cost effective. Howdhese downsides are more or less
outweighed (for COP itself) by an increased intégreof the Convention and its
protocols.

Guatemala

If there are not enough Parties representativeggifiched outcomes cannot as effec
as expected.

tive

Guinee-Bissau

Satisfait avec les resultats satafides de la COP ainsi que des COP-MOP’s

Because of less time being made available to dilalagenda items, the effective

India development of outcomes of CoP could be compromised

There was no consensus for some important pok&ditiancial mechanism, capacity|
Madagascar o o

building, resource mobilization,...
Mali les parties étaient bien représentées a la COP
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The UN Conference on Biodiversity adopted 67 denisithat are highly relevant for
the implementation of the CDB objectives and that8gic Plan for Biodiversity 2011

Mexico 2020 and its Aichi Targets. Some of these decisizare adopted by the three
instruments, which promoted more integration arftecence among them.
Nepal Outcomes were made and many resolutions were draftdch is a good impression

for all Parties.

Netherlands

convening concurrent meetings has significantly
contributed to the outcomes of the COP in
particular for cross-cutting issues.

Norway

With 3 meetings many contact-and friends groupewerede, we realize the challenge

in finding the optimal schedule. The number of nigdssions was a consern.
An observation made is that the Agenda Items thdtehpotential for procedural
integration, such as matters related to the Fimdhbechanism, were treated in
separation. This was confusing and time consumiigveas due to poor planning and
worked much better in Korea in 2014.

A procedural manual should be developed for agéedss covering all 3 instruments

Pakistan

Only one sponsored delegate can not attermbncurrent meetings

Peru

En lo que concierne al Articulo 8 j), algunas deciss deben continuar revisandose
la X Reunién del Grupo de Trabajo 8

i)

- Directrices Rutzolijirsaxik Voluntary para la Repacion de Conocimientos
Tradicionales

- Glosario de términos y conceptos claves

- Directrices voluntarias Mo’otz kuxtal para el caimiento tradicional

- Mecanismos financieros para las acciones cokestive las PICL

- Integracion del Articulo 8 j) en el trabajo dedr@enio y sus Protocolos.

El desarrollo de temas del CDB resté mucho tiengra fratar los temas del Protocol
de Cartagena sobre

Bioseguridad (PCB), ello conllevo a que las negaoiges del PCB se extendieran dos

semanas, con ausencia del especialista en el
tema.

Sao Tome

We fully participate at all conference of PartiedRCBut, we didn't participate in the
last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencthefParties) because lack of
communication.

Slovakia

Decisions from the CBD COP 13 are very importaricomes of the Conference, noy
it will all depend on their implementation.

South Africa

Cooperation and commitment shown by negotiatorshand of consultation and
support by the scbd and their support and clodalmmiation with chairs of the sessio
was of great contribution to the success of CORIGP 8 and MOP2

NS

Sudan

The concurrent meetings is

Switzerland

The holding of concurrent meetings was particulagpeficial for the discussion and
development of outcomes concerning cross-cuttisigeis (such as digital sequence
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information)

Uganda

Contact group meetings, working group (I and Iletiregs and
friends of the Chair meetings were held in pargdélthe same
time) especially during the second week). Workingugs were
not apportioned the same work load. Contact groeptimgs
went late into the night. All this was a disadvaetéo countries
with one or two delegates.

Ukraine

The delegation, which consisted of only one repredive, could not provide the
effective development of the outcomes.

Country

Effective development of the outcomes of the Confence of the Parties serving as
the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Prototo

Austria

An improved structure of the Agenda, e.g. by blogkall relevant topics of the
Cartagena Protocol in 5 to 7working days and tachswitching between the different
instruments in one session would allow for morecifiit negotiations.

Belgium

Lack of effectiveness of the development of theonttes of the meeting was not
related to the concurrent meetings

Bénin

La participation n'a été assurée

Burundi

The outcomes of the Conference of the Partiesrsgas the meeting of the Parties td
the Cartagena Protocol are not implemented beasuaek of financial means.

Cabo Verde

The country is formatting its capacities for bettaplementation of the protocol with
agreements between entities that have respornisibiiit the field of biosafety

Canada

« Discussions among parties and observers leditk qnd effective development of
outcomes.

« It was often challenging to follow the Protocolder discussion, particularly when
non-country Parties intervened.

* When issues were addressed cumulatively, thesethvearisk of not giving appropriat
attention to the Protocol and its evolution.

« It was observed that Parties often underwenttafts between issues (i.e. one Party

would agree to a particular issue if another Pagreed to support a separate issue).

China

Due to limited participation, certain Parties may be able to make their voice heard
time, which would sometimes slow down the procdsteueloping outcomes.

Costa Rica

It was possible to address all issues with the giae of the topic on risk assessment
where the Secretariat, without having been apprawetie Parties, published and
posted on its official website the “ Guidance @krssessment of living modified
organisms and monitoring in the context of riskeasment ".

This is a precedent that must be taken into accgmutiiat it does not repeat itself

Cote d’lvoire

pour moi le développement des réssidait trés bon.

[}

n

Cuba

the concurrent way of meetings did not allow tceexkthe discussion in specific issug

S

of this Protocol, mainly amongst Parties.
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Ecuador

Despite having achieved most of the expected gtk Ecuadorian delegation
considers that more time and logistical facilitee needed for the discussions,
especially in the contact groups.

European Union

Convening concurrent meetings has significantlytdouted to the outcomes of the
COP and the COP-MOPs in particular for cross-cgtiisues. The effectiveness coul
be improved with better planning.

Finland

The protocols role and functions for mainstream@ancun declaration and HLS is
important to dwell on. Clarification of preparatqsocess before as well as during th
COP(MOP) would be helpful.

Germany

Discontinuous discussions over nearly two weelerinpt and delay the constructive
and effective development of the outcomes of CORFMB O he Organisation of the
discussions has to be improved. The negotiationh@Cartagena Protocol (and othe
Protocols) should be concentrated within one week.

=

Guatemala

Similar to above

India

Because of less time being made available to difalagenda items, the effective
development of outcomes of CoP could be compromised

Madagascar

There was no consensus for some important pokgditiancial mechanism, capacity
building, resource mobilization,...

Mali

les débats de ses deux réunions était compltaines

Nepal

Nepal is not yet a Party for this.

Netherlands

Convening concurrent meetings has significantlytdouted to the outcomes of the
COP-MOP in particular for cross-cutting issues.

However, the Dutch CP delegation members are obpi@on that the work in
Working Group 1 could have been organized moreiefitly, e.g. by clustering
Cartagena Protocol items in one half-day sessiagola Protocol items in another
half-day, and joint items in yet another half-d&@kis would prevent a lot of
unnecessary waiting for a relevant agenda itenetadaressed.

Planning Risk Assessment and Risk Managementedatively late stage (Friday of th
first week), knowing that it is traditionally areinh needing a lot of discussion, was ar
unfortunate choice. This was especially the cas@daties that had their CP experts
present only during the first week.

D

Sao Tome

We fully participate at all conference of PartiedPFCBut, we didn't participate in the
last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencihefParties) because lack of
communication.

South Africa

Cooperation and commitment shown by negotiatorshand of consultation and
support by the schd and their support and clodalmmiation with chairs of the sessior]
was of great contribution to the success of CORIGP 8 and MOP2

1S

Switzerland

One important outcome in the MOP 13 was the d@palment of risk assessment
guidance on living modified organisms . Althougk tR\THEG work was never called
into questions, the acknowledgment process of tidagce was disturbed at the very

in

end, because of a lack of consensus (few pargesh disturbances shall be avoided
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future.

Contact group meetings, working group (I and Iletiregs and

friends of the Chair meetings were held in pargéthe same

time) especially during the second week). Workingugs were
Uganda i d

not apportioned the same work load. Contact groeetimgs

went late into the night. All this was a disadvget#o countries

with one or two delegates.

. The delegation, which consisted of only one repriedire, could not provide the

Ukraine :

effective development of the outcomes.

Effective development of the outcomes of the Comnce of the Parties serving as
Country the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol;

Lack of effectiveness of the development of theontes of the meeting was not
Belgium related to the concurrent meetings
Bénin La participation n'a été assurée

The outcomes of the Conference of the Partiesrsgasg the meeting of the Parties td
Burundi the Nagoya Protocol are not well implemented bezafitack of financial means.

Steps are being taken at the national level biftcation of the protocol has not yet
Cabo Verde taken place.

« It was often challenging to follow the Protocolder discussion, particularly when

non-country Parties intervened.

* When issues were addressed cumulatively, thesehearisk of not giving appropriate

attention to the Protocol and its evolution.

« It was observed that Parties often underwenttafts between issues (i.e. one Party
Canada would agree to a particular issue if another Pagreed to support a separate issue).

Due to limited participation, certain Parties may be able to make their voice heard in
China time, which would sometimes slow down the procdsiegeloping outcomes.

Despite having achieved most of the expected gtk Ecuadorian delegation
Ecuador considers that more time and logistical facilites ne

Convening concurrent meetings has significantiytidouted to the outcomes of the

COP and the COP-MOPs in particular for cross-cgtitssues. The effectiveness could
European Union| be improved with better planning.

The protocols role and functions for mainstream@®agncun declaration and HLS is

important to dwell on. Clarification of preparatgrocess before as well as during the

Finland COP(MOP) would be helpful.

Concurrent organisation of meetings has led to komdyjineffective waiting times in
Germany between agenda items only concerning CBD or CP.

Because of less time being made available to dihlagenda items, the effective
India development of outcomes of CoP could be compromised
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Madagascar

There was no consensus for some important pokgditiancial mechanism, capacity
building, resource mobilization,...

Mali

les débats de ses deux réunions était compitaines

Nepal

Nepal is not yet a Party for this.

Pakistan

Only one sponsored delegate can not dtiermbncurrent meetings

Peru

Uno de los considerandos de la Decision Xlll/18redas Directrices voluntarias
Mo’otz kuxtal no se encamina hacia la integraciéhAtticulo 8 j) con el CDB y sus
protocolos, en este caso, particularmente al Polate Nagoya cuando sefiala:
“Subrayando también que estas directrices no seaam los conocimientos
tradicionales asociados a los recursos genéticoarteglo al Protocolo de
Nagoya, pero pueden utilizarse como aportaciondelpnoceda, para el desarrollo dg
instrumentos especificos en el marco del Protocolo”

Sao Tome

We fully participate at all conference of PartiedPFCBut, we didn't participate in the
last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencihefParties) because lack of
communication.

Slovakia

Some proposals of decisions prepared before COP 1A not reflect enough the
mood of developing countries (for example Articledn GMBSM).

South Africa

Cooperation and commitment shown by negotiatorshand of consultation and
support by the scbd and their support and clodatmmation with chairs of the sessior
was of great contribution to the success of CORIGP 8 and MOP2

Uganda

Contact group meetings, working group (I and Ietimregs and
friends of the Chair meetings were held in pargéthe same
time) especially during the second week). Workingugs were
not apportioned the same work load. Contact groeetimgs
went late into the night. All this was a disadvaetéo countries
with one or two delegates.

Ukraine

The delegation, which consisted of only one repredire, could not provide the
effective development of the outcomes.

Country

Increased integration among the Conventiorand its Protocals;

Austria

Better structure of Agenda and coordination betwesgotiators necessary to fully
meet this criterion.

Belgium

We evaluate this element as being positive comp@aredevious meetings, in
particular regarding more complex, cross-cuttimgies — which we expect to becomse
more important in the future

Cabo Verde

The alignment and agreement between the conveatidrihe protocol are being
made and concrete actions are planned to imprevintlrventions

Canada

« It was clear that effort was made to enhanceymtéon among the Convention and
its Protocols. The format facilitated an enhancedenstanding of how the Protocols

1S
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and CBD issues integrate. Further, it helped taenthat a consisteapproach tc
negotiations was applied across the board.

 The integrated format worked particularly welt fwoss-cutting issues; however the
issues that were most challenging were not crotiguand as a result, more focuse
attention was required from issue leads.

» Having agenda items that were similar one afterather appeared to be a good ide|
as it reduced time. However, the time left to d&scCBD issues was very
problematic and was partly a result of the intégrat For example, several contact
groups had little time to meet and only met latethie agenda (e.g. Article 8j, marine
and coastal).

* When issues were addressed cumulatively, thesealhearisk of not giving
appropriate attention to the Protocol and its et

China

The Secretariat may consider, based on the exgergained from recent COPs and
COP-MOPs, to improve the arrangement of the agandahe organization of work.

Colombia

| consider that having the Convention as well agdeol meetings in parallel was
helpful towards this objective. However, the exteinthe full event (more than two
weeks) could create financial burden on some détega particularly those coming
from developing countries. This might be addredsethe Secretariat by means of
some sort of financial help or finding acommodadidor the participants that are not
as expensive as they were in this COP.

If the financial problem can be solved, that woeitchble a stronger and more active
participation of all Parties; developing countriesuld be able to have more experts
to assist them and consequently, there would ktarkzoordination inside and
among different delegations.

Costa Rica

As the first meeting of this type can still be ribthat there is still no full integration,
but if you could have an important approach betwepits such as synthetic biology.

Cote d’lvoire

J'ai bien aimé.

Czech Republic

We welcome the decision on integrated budget aedt ses a significant
improvement.

Convening concurrent meetings has significantlydased the integration among the
Convention and its Protocols. Having one WG dealiith both the convention and

Denmark its protocols and introducing issues of cross-agthiature within the same session
proved very valuable and fostered further integratind awareness among parties.
Furthermore it promoted further coordination amoaljeges on cross-cutting issues
This experience of integrating the agendas of thev€ntion and its Protocols was

Ecuador interesting, however, there are no believe thatilsh@spond to a purely budgetary

from the Secretariat issue, but rather a topiatfgrality and transversally of the
topics to be dealt with.

European Union

Convening concurrent meetings has significantiytidiouted to the integration among
the Convention and its Protocols, as it allowedesing cross-cutting issues in a
coherent manner, and as it fostered awarenessstatulishing and strengthening
direct contacts between relevant colleagues.

Finland

Because this was the first time the structure efrtieetings was laid out, increased
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integration and cro-cutting issues inc.l timing should be looked a:

A more structured discussion of concurrent itemdatomprove the integration.

Germany A more structured discussion of concurrent itemdatomprove the integration.

A more structured discussion of concurrent itemddctomprove the integration.
Grenada Positive direction but early days yet
Guatemala Some topics can be discussed for different exgerthat the reached outcomes will

be the result of more widen discussion

Guinee-Bissau

Le fait d"organizer ces séances dénesironstitue déja un grand avantage.

India

Convening concurrent meetings of CoP and MoPseazhtlo better integration
among the Convention and its Protocols.

Madagascar

The time allocated for each theme is not sufficient
Members of the delegation of certain countriedinnited numbers, are unable to
participate fully in all the working groups whiclperate in parallel

Mali

I'intégration de la convention et ses protocolesshtotalement effective a tous les
niveaux, difficulté de coordination.

Nepal

It was in place with full swing.

Netherlands

convening concurrent meetings has significantlytidouted to the integration among
the Convention and its Protocols, as it allowedesing cross-cutting issues in a
coherent manner, and as it fostered awarenessstatulishing and strengthening
direct contacts between relevant colleagues.

Norway

Whether this ambition was achieved is hard to nregisuan objective way.
Integration is only possible where there are lid@adProcedural integration has of
course increased(e.g. election of officers), bataim should be to integrate issues of
substantial matters. The most evident exampletefiation was the agenda item
Synthetic Biology discussed under the Conventisnyeall as the Protocols. Here
some real integration was going on, procedurallyelt as substantially and called
for cooperation between Cartagena and Nagoya expkriother issues such as risk
assessments under the Cartagena Protocol the stidgdstankages to the Nagoya
Protocol is harder to establish and vice versa.

The potential synergy between the art8j and theoagprotocol was not realised as
the sessions for the relevant parts where heldiallel in different rooms

Peru

Considero que todavia la integracion de los Préwscal CDB no esta muy clara,
porque como se puede verificar? En especial ebéotit de Cartagena, orientar las
prioridades tematicas de los Protocolos haciadribucion de los objetivos del plan
estratégico y las Metas de Aichi, es minima, o icagerceptible, el ser un tema de
mucha exigencia técnica, no permite socializar@sativeles la importancia del tema
porque no existen mensajes con lenguaje comunitaEigue contribuyan con el
entendimiento del tema y su importancia en la geste los sectores productivos-
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Uno de los considerandos de la Decision XllI/18redés Directrices voluntarias
Mo’otz kuxtal no se encamina hacia la integraciéhAtticulo 8 j) con el CDB y sus
protocolos, en este caso, particularmente al Poliate Nagoya cuando sefiala:
“Subrayando también que estas directrices no seaam los conocimientos
tradicionales asociados a los recursos genétiaoameglo al Protocolo de Nagoya,
pero pueden utilizarse como aportacion, donde demgeara el desarrollo de
instrumentos especificos en el marco del Protocolo”

Sao Tome

We fully participate at all conference of PartiedPFCBut, we didn't participate in the
last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencthefParties) because lack of
communication.

Senegal

Bon niveau d’intégration sur les questions trarsales telles que le budget, les
mécanismes de financement, coopération avec damsétutions, article 8j, etc.

Seychelles

Comments: The convention has always had integratitimits protocol. It was felt by
our delegation that it made more sense previoubbreva set amount of time were
given to adequately discuss/ deliberate all thads of each of the protocols
separately to make sure that there are better m@soThere was a significant level of
confusion.

South Africa

close proximity and availability of all in the samenue resulted in key people from
contracting parties available whenever needed agdtiators able to attend sessions
close to their hearts in each of the sessions.

Switzerland

The holding of concurrent meetings was particulagpeficial for the discussion and
development of outcomes concerning cross-cuttisigeis (such as digital sequence
information).

Uganda

Only one delegate was supported by CBD Secretériatinimum
of three delegates were supposed to have beenrstmpthe
integration effort to be realized

Country

Cost-effectiveness;

Austria

As | had hotel costs for two weeks instead of three

More streamlined agenda across the three meetiogklwalso contribute to cost-
effectiveness

Canada

* It appeared as though time and resources wectkaifieiently through all 3 meetings
» However people who were experts for the Protobat$to attend the whole meeting
whereas before they would have only attended fmrtion, so cost to Parties increased
as a result.

China

Convening concurrent meetings leads to a largeteumf representatives, resulting i
increased management, logistical and other costs.

=}

Denmark

cost-savings were made in regard to facilitiegrietation and staff. It can be argued
that having some staff dealing with the protocolstay for 2 instead of 1 week posed
additional cost to parties. However there werersgs/in the total number of weeks of
meetings. Moreover concurrent meetings will allaavtigs to achieve additional costs
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savings- although it will depend on how they coordinate siwthe convention at
the protocol and how they run their participatinnhie concurrent meetings.

Ecuador

The cost - benefit of the participation of the Edm@an delegation was positive, amorj
others, the opportunity to interact with severééiinational organizations related to th
themes of the Convention and its protocols is litéd, allowing in this way to
generate spaces of negotiation and support fangttiening actions at national, regior
or global level.

European
Union

Convening concurrent meetings resulted in somesashgs, notably as regards
coordination, facilities, interpretation]

A negative impact on cost-effectiveness resultethfthe need for some staff
participating in the COP-MOPs to stay for longeartlthe one-week period of previou
COP-MOPs. Such negative impacts should be mitigayestarting the COP-MOPs
some days later than the COP, which would focukerfirst days on COP-specific

agenda items and on COP-aspects of items to besdisd later in proximity with COP}

MOP discussions.

With the experience gained, the EU and its MS eixpest-savings to increase for
future COPs and COP-MOPs.

Solid preparation before the COP and COP-MOPsphota SBSTTA and SBI, and
shorter and more focused agendas and decisioma@oetant in this respect.

Finland

Participation costs reduced.

Germany

CP: See (b) and (c) The discussion of issues neldoathe Protocols should be clearl
structured to allow the main negotiations of thet®ol items to take place within ong
week.

NP: It would have been more cost-effective, if C@BP-2 had been concentrated
within one week.

Grenada

Positive direction but early days yet

Guatemala

Reduced number of Party experts capaxticipate in all of the discussed topics

India

One of the major advantages of convening concufZei and MoPs is cost
effectiveness.

Iran

In particular, developing countries would have reeg full expenses related to the
participation of 3 delegates (one per each meetind)would have to stay

only 5 to 6 days. This time, they received onlymapfor one delegate and the other
delegates have to stay for more than two weekgshtandost was not tolerable for man
developing countries.

Nepal

It was cost effective too.

Netherlands

convening concurrent meetings resulted in somesawisigs, notably as regards
coordination (staff time and facilities, interprita) A negative impact on cost-
effectiveness resulted from the need for some patfcipating in the COP-MOPs to
stay for longer than the one-week period of previGOP-MOPs. Such negative
impacts should be mitigated by starting the COP-[EIfN& to seven days later than th
COP, which would focus in the first week on COPesfieagenda items and on COP-
aspects of items to be discussed later in proximith COP-MOP discussions.

al

[72)

ne
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Norway This is hard to judge.
Peru uno de los mayores inconvenientes es que en lamdes del estado, las autorizacion
de viaje por periodos largos es mucho mas difisogara su aprobacién
We fully participate at all conference of PartiedRCBut, we didn’t participate in the
Sao Tome last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencthefParties) because lack of
communication.
Seychelles The length of the meetings were redsoéd that sense more cost effective

South Africa

Costs might have been saved but to the disadvantagaximum participation of
developing countries least developing small islstades and countries with their
economies in transition which was greatly compreithis

Switzerland

While in general the convening of concurrent megtimight increase cost-
effectiveness, a larger number of delegates magdpgred due to the number of
parallel sessions. Furthermore, there may be diftsslelegates involved in different
topics, which in terms of personal resources mdyeRrtensively increase cost-
effectiveness.

Uganda

Since only one delegate was supported by CBD Se@tit is
not possible to assess the cost effectiveneseahdetings

Country

Cost-effectiveness with respect to the need to haggperts on matters related to the
Cartagena Protocol present during the entire two-wek period of the concurrent
meetings;

Austria

Costs for Parties to the Cartagena Protocol doutdetpared to former meetings. A
better structured Agenda, which would not makesdessary for delegates for the
Cartagena Protocol to stay for the whole durationld be preferable.

Belgium

There may be a trade-off between the need for &xpestay two weeks for CP COP-
MOP versus increased cost-effectiveness when ghexiperts between CBD COP an
Protocols COP-MOPs; we would need to consider daed value of the increased
integration more in depth and in the longer terrdreov conclusions and to optimize t
balance.

Bénin

la nécessité d'avoir des experts sur les quedt@asau Protocole de Cartagena ne
présente pas trop d'enjeux parce que des expeastemxmais des ressources manque

Canada

Not cost effective.

 For Canada, some of the experts were there tosmpiport discussion on one of the
Protocols, but had to remain on site for the daratif the two week period. For certai
countries it could be more cost effective to sejgatfae meetings.

China

For representatives only attend the Cartagena ¢iottOP, the duration is 2 times
longer and the cost is increased accordingly.

Costa Rica

As the Secretariat did not provide resources ferpdrticipation of the Cartagena Foc
Point, it had to attend without technical suppatijch hinders the participation of a

single individual in all working groups as welliasmeetings between regional groups

e

et
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Cuba Not two weeks, only the specific days agreediscussion.
The cost for participation of experts on mattetatesl especially to biosafety increase
Czech . X : '
. On the other hand the concurrent meetings are eft@etive for delegates dealing wit
Republic oo ) .
organisation and financial matters.
Denmark see above comment
Convening concurrent meetings resulted in somesashgs, notably as regards
coordination, facilities, interpretation]
A negative impact on cost-effectiveness resultethfthe need for some staff
participating in the COP-MOPs to stay for longeaartlthe one-week period of previou
COP-MOPs. Such negative impacts should be mitigayestarting the COP-MOPs
European some days later than the COP, which would focukerfirst days on COP-specific
Union agenda items and on COP-aspects of items to besdisd later in proximity with COP}
MOP discussions.
With the experience gained, the EU and its MS eixpest-savings to increase for
future COPs and COP-MOPs.
Solid preparation before the COP and COP-MOPsphota SBSTTA and SBI, and
shorter and more focused agendas and decisiomspoetant in this respect.
. We did have experts over the two weeks time but the have to deal with also
Finland
broader COP matters.
Grenada This was not evident
Comments: There were important topics that werattenhded by our delegation sinc
Guatemala :
our delegation was a reduced number
Guinee- . . _— . .
Bissau je crois que ¢a vaux la peine I'investissementrieoampte les resultants acquis.
India Convening concurrent meetings of CoP and MoPs eandre cost effective, especial
in terms of CPB experts being present for the erio week period.
it countries were not provided funds to supportghsicipation of their representative
Jamaica for the protocols then while cost effective it does allow for all possible experts to
attend.
It would be more efficient to increase countriegipgpation other than calling for
Madagascar : .
experts during a long period
Mali la presence des spécialistes saveur néceggairdes deux semaines de reunions.
Nepal Nepal is not yet a Party for this.

Netherlands

convening concurrent meetings resulted in somesawistys, notably as regards
coordination (staff time and facilities, interprgda) A negative impact on cost-
effectiveness resulted from the need for some ptatfcipating in the COP-MOPs to
stay for longer than the one-week period of presiGOP-MOPs. Such negative
impacts should be mitigated by starting the COP-[EIfN& to seven days later than th
COP, which would focus in the first week on COPesfigagenda items and on COP-
aspects of items to be discussed later in proximitly COP-MOP discussions.

ne
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Peru no se logro por la misma razén anterior
We fully participate at all conference of PartiedFCBut, we didn't participate in the
Sao Tome last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencthefParties) because lack of
communication.
Bon niveau de prise en charge des questions resadiva gestion des risques,
Senegal cependant, des difficultés ont été notées darlafconceptuelle portant sur les
considérations socio-économigues.
Slovenia Experts of small delegations covered eleer COP issues
Where one delegate could access sponsorship tmldkttey would still not sit in one
South Africa | venue for the entire period of their stay as theyld be hopping from one session to
the other trying to catch up with COP13 MOP2 andm8® discussions
Since only one delegate was supported by CBD Se@tit is
Uganda not possible to assess the cost effectiveneseahiperts on
matters related to the Cartagena Protocol on Bibgaf
Ukraine Not applicable because of the delegatiarsisted of only one representative.
Improved consultations, coordination and synergieamong national focal points
Country : _
for the Convention and the Protocols;
Coordination between the different focal points w#fcult during the meetings
Algeria because sometimes only focal points were the amdg oepresenting their countries,
hence the difficulties of coordination
Austri During the negotiations in some Contact Groupgdame clear that coordination on &
ustria . . :
national level among the focal points needs to@oved.
Bénin La coordination existe a tous les niveauxsnaast les ressources qui existent pas
There is no synergy among national focal pointgHerConvention and the Protocols
Burundi because the focal points of the Protocols areamresented (case of many developin
countries).
» Do not believe this criteria was met. These peopéet at the national level and the
Canada way that the working groups were organized thedeals were always in one room ar
the CBD issues mainly in another room (except whigeg overlapped with the
Protocols) making coordination and synergies chglleg.
To improve the consultations, coordination and gyies among national focal points,
China simply putting issues to be discussed under onedagis not enough, more
sophisticated preparation and arrangements areddedchieve the objective.
. There was a very valuable opportunity for synerbietsveen the focal points, which
Costa Rica " .
favors country positions and regional agreements
PO Pour moi cette fagon de faire a renforcé la coattiin et la synergie entre les points
Céte d'lvoire

focaux nationaux pour la Convention et les Protesol
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It was interesting to organize the HLS meeting tbe COP, especially when its
outcomes were so positive, however the HLS meetiagely the participation of the

174

of

11

[

(72}

f

géezlglic ministers and other high-level representativesgpiyimportant role in the final
P negotiations. In this regard, we would prefer teehthe HLS meeting at the end of the
COP
Bgmuobﬁirgtg; We suggest regional meetings of focal point to teebalevant issues for the obtained
P coordination and synergies.
Congo
Running concurrent meetings absolutely improvedsattation, coordination and
synergies among the focal points and Denmark ledi¢ivat this will only improve
Denmark further at future meetings as parties build ondasdearnt. It also fostered better
understanding of the tree instruments and ensunedch more holistic approach in th
preparation of the meetings. Having delegates whilbdbws 2 or tree of the instrumen
proved very valuable
Ecuador think this point was improve because manglfpoints had an opportunity to
Ecuador share information and visions around the techrigsales among the agendas for
Convention and its Protocols.
E Convening concurrent meetings has encouraged mberent consultations,
uropean S ) : ) ) : ;
. coordination and synergies. Experience gained mcQ@ais a good basis for further
Union . ) AR .
strengthening of such consultation, coordinatioth synergies.
Consultations were required and this made the wiheliegation more aware of issues
Finland overarching COP and the protocols. State of ariesiomes in the different processes
difficult to follow (timing in WGS).
Grenada No evidence to determine this properlythmitiunch is moving in the right direction
Number of participants of developing countries metessarily were good enough, for
Guatemala | this reason, synergies among focal points of thev€ation and its protocols was not
satisfactory reached.
Guinee- Il est fondamental d"assurer la partipation sirmdeades 3 Points Focaux aux
Bissau rencontres de la COP et COP-MOP’s
India Presence of NFPs, delegates and experts on CBRnNEPB for the entire two-week
period can enhance coordination and synergies.
our observation shows that the internal
Iran differences of views increased particularly whéwe NFPs
were different for the 3 instruments.
3 . It is not known if all focal points were supportedwere able to attend the meetings.
amaica : ) )
not then this would not be considered effective.
Madagascar | The time allocated for each theme isufitient
du fait de réunir les points focaux Durant 2 semsaia permi d’échange sur des sujet
Mali importants et ont apporté un certains nombre dgisak aux probléemes confrontés p

d’'autres parties.
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Holding concurrent meetings allowed better cooritimeamong the 3 national focal
points, by knowing each other activities at nati@al international level, priorities an
Mexico to align national positions.
Furthermore, it allowed better coordination dunivegyotiations, motivating internal
consultations and integrated analysis of the eimiuif the topics.
Nepal National focal points were working togetharthe agreements and resolutions.

Netherlands

convening concurrent meetings has encouraged more

coherent consultations, coordination and synergiggerience

gained in Cancun is a good basis for further strergng of such consultation,
coordination and synergies.

en este punto si considero que hubo interaccide enintos focales nacionales tanto

Peru como para el CDB y sus Protocolos, esta organiadmif©idé dicha oportunidad.
We fully participate at all conference of PartiedRCBut, we didn’t participate in the
Sao Tome last convention (13th meeting of the ConferencthefParties) because lack of
communication.
Convening concurrent meetings has encouraged mberent consultations,
Slovakia coordination and synergies. Experience gained mcQ@ais a good basis for further
strengthening of such consultation, coordinatioth synergies.
Slovenia Increased awareness of overarching issueag CBD and the Protocols.

South Africa

Comments: All experts under one roof and contrifutd cross cutting issues as well
contributing in resolving and coming up with suggass on areas with bpotential to
block negotiations

Sudan

For those who participated. For most of the devialppountries the criteria was not
met because of only one participant attended thetinge

Uganda

Since only one delegate was supported by CBD Sa@kit is not possible to make a
conclusion on whether or not there was improveriteabnsultations, coordination an
synergies among focal points for the ConventiontaedProtocols. But consultations

among focal points different Parties that were gmésluring the meeting was enhancg
than in the previous COP

Ukraine

Not applicable because of the national focal pdimtshe Convention and the Protocg
are presented by the same person.

Country

Additional comments related to the convening of carurrent meetings of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, the Cartagena Protocol and tke Nagoya Protocol.

Algeria

On the technical level it would be more interestiogrganize the COP MOPs of Cartagena al
Nagoya protocols first, which will be followed hye Conference of the Parties. Even if the
number of delegates is not large, those presentrsure the continuity of meetings and the
burden is diminished.

Argentina

It should be taken into account that some delegatiespecially those coming from developin
and less developed countries, are quite smalésr though concurrent meetings are more G

o

as

ad

Is

J
ost-

effective than separate sessions, the Secrethoatdgsavoid scheduling important meetings at
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the same time. This is important to allow develgpamd less developed countries’ delegation
participate effectively.

5 to

Austria

The use of the gavel in the plenary was too exeegsihen we switched from COP to MOPS)
and by that pretty ridiculous - a better solutibowwd be found.

The contact groups take too much time - comparéil tive results.

The contact group on budget took for sure to mimk!tThat should really be improved - at
least from the secretariats side they should me#é@khow what kind of information we need
and in which format. | apologize, the EU was péuthe problem, but sometimes we had to wa
hours for the secretariat to bring the correct pape

it

Belarus

I would like to underline that it was a good ideéhbld a High Level Meeting before the
concurrent meetings of the Conference of the Paitiehe Convention and its Protocols. This
Cancun Declaration adopted at the meeting of tigh#ieve Segment identified the main goal
of 13COP-MOP-8COP CP-2COP NP.

Bénin

Aujourd’hui il est Claire que si on veut augmenteut put des rencontre il faut des financer Ig
participation des Points Focaux qui doivent aidix mise en ceuvre de la convention. Par
ailleurs des besoins de renforcement de capaditeesn matiére des dispositifs 1égislatifs qu’
faut financer

Bolivia

Congratulations to the Government of Mexico for tinganization of COP-13, and particularly
for having innovated with the implementation of ttigh-level segment, which allowed
delegates to be guided in the COP discussions.

Bulgaria

The organization and implementation of the threetings at the same time for a period of tw
weeks, allowing for increased synergies and pasthetween the NFP of the Convention and
two Protocols. There was an opportunity for gendistussions and joint decisions. We propd
to consider if it is possible MOPs finish 2-3 dégfore the closing of COP and to enable
effective finalization of sensitive and problemasisues in recent days.

its

Canada

» While in general the convening of concurrent rimggt was a good idea, it did result in less
time to discuss important issues at the CBD, sgchiriicle 8j, marine and coastal, capacity
building, restoration (a target which is not beimgt), and an overemphasis on other issues, §
as synergies.

* Holding the meetings at the same site as thd tieteie was key and is critical; however mar
Parties were unable to stay at the main venue Bedhe cost was extreme. It is important to
find venues that are not so expensive.

« Chairing of meetings was problematic — trainifigtairs is needed for working group chairs
well as contact group chairs. Some were good, stiere poor. Other conventions provide
training prior to the meeting.

uch

as

Costa Rica

It is essential to have the necessary financialnees to ensure the participation of the focal
points of the protocols of the Convention

Coéte d’'lvoire

Bonne continuation pour la convocation de réungimailtanées de la Convention sur la
diversité biologique, le Protocole de Carthagérle etrotocole de Nagoya.

Cuba

When | think in this model, it comes to my mind haill be the Conference of Parties when
Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur enter into force , with thegiesific issues, and | wonder if only one
expert to be nominated by Secretariat is readgdang a right representation of his country. |
think that the finance of participation of develogicountries should be connected with the
amount of instruments the countries are parties cibuntry is only party of Convention, they
only receive one ticket, and if they belong twainsents, they receive at least two tickets.
This modality does not solve huge problem, but@aate better condition to use better the
political spaces for discussion amongst PartieeSia every existing instrument under
Convene.
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Czech
Republic

It was interesting to organize the HLS meeting keetbe COP, especially when its outcomes
were so positive, however the HLS meeting, nantedyparticipation of the ministers and othe
high-level representatives plays an important ioline final negotiations. In this regard, we
would prefer to have the HLS meeting at the enthefCOP.

Democratic
Republic of
Congo

It was the first good experience for parallel megti

Denmark

To follow and navigate in tree concurrent negatiasi seemed very difficult at times. Therefor
it is extremely important to ensure clear commutiiceregarding the planning of the day and
the various sessions. Moreover screens which sidwas agenda item is discussed and which
item that will follow is also very important. Basity visual communication of the plan of the
session is crucial. Last minute changes should/brelad as much as possible

Ecuador

Ecuador consider appropriate to value the highl leegment at first of meetings because som
topics needed to unlock with a political visionrfrauthorities such as previous COP meeting
Ecuador also suggest evaluate the time of COP nysdtiecause we consider two weeks is a
time to threaten all the topics from the agendas.

European
Union

Concurrent meetings led also to some confusion asdceedings and the actual document to
discussed or voted on and to longer waiting timt same documents were issued. The EU 4
its MS plead for an efficient and organization lod agenda of the working groups based on g
continuous and strong clustering of subject mattehilst recognizing the need to adapt to
progress in negotiations, avoid as much as poslsileninute changes to the agenda. This
applies equally to the SBSTTA that will now als@abeith issues relevant to the two Protocol
(risk assessment under the Cartagena Protocoligitdl dequence information under CBD an
Nagoya Protocol).

Finland

The convening of the COP- and the protocols mestargl timing during the two weeks can still

be looked at and experiences used, and probablpiragd by pre-COP preparations including
pre-meeting guidance (in written “some sort ofdiyihandbook - document”); on aim, content
how to negotiate and proceed, level of decisioifferénces between the protocols and
convention, horizontal issues for instance; cagdumiilding, GEF, budget etc.

Germany

To resolve outstanding issues the High Level Segsieould be placed at the end of the
meetings.

Ghana

Ghana fully supports the convening of the concumeeetings of the Convention and its
supplementary protocols

Grenada

Efforts should be made to have more representétion SIDS and LDCS for each of the threg
instruments as appropriate. Reduced meeting tinsegneat integration of budgets and trust
funds welcomed efforts must be made to reducedsgit@ms

Guatemala

There is necessary to support more participanta fteveloping countries so that the conveni
of concurrent meetings could reach better outcomes.

Guinee-Bissau

Faire fonctionner le ABSCH en version francaiserpme meilleur maitrise de la part des
Parties non Anglophones.
Faire I'effort pour produire les texts base a &dssion en différents langues de travail des N

11}
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Honduras

A single person can't attend the three meetingseasame time, so it is recommended to hold
the meetings separately or expand the budget $8 theople (3 focal points) can attend.

India

Lessons learnt from CoP-13 may be used innptey for the next CoP.
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Iran

Due to the shortage of financial support (1 DSAdach country instead of 3 DSAs for each
country) and long time for holding 3 meetings camnently (2 weeks instead of 6

days for each meeting), Iranian delegation coulduity attend to the meetings and express
their opinions. Therefore, Iran is opposed to haidhese 3 meetings

concurrently.

Madagascar

Allocate sufficient funding for the participatiofi at least the three focal points
Build capacity to ensure that at least the threalfpoints are familiar with the content of the
Convention and its protocols

Malaysia

To ensure that the Plenary Session can be attemitiedull attendance by Parties, it is advisab|
for the Secretariat to follow the planned time feam

Mali

A mon avis je pense que la tenue de ses reuniongtanées est un atout pour I'avancé de la
mise en ceuvre de la convention et ses protocolais, Mest important que le secrétariat aide
pays sous devéloppés a étre plus représentatimfement).

Mexico

Time was more efficiently managed and integratemsitans were adopted with a view to
achieve CBD objectives and more coherence in tleeatipns of the Convention.

The challenge now is to achieve integration amoB® @nd its Protocols when implementing
decisions

Mozambique

It's important to mobilize financial resources tpport the participation of all three Focal Poir
of the convention and its Protocols for all eligilsountries.

e

les

Nepal

In General the meeting was very successful and INeggalso benefitted a lot from the COP.
Nepal is going to ratify the Nagoya Protocol soBiediversity Conservation in Nepal was a
lessons for many countries as we the governmentamnunity are working in tandem.

Netherlands

Concurrent meetings led also to some confusion asdceedings and the actual document to
discussed or voted on and to longer waiting tim# same documents were issued.

The Netherlands plead for a more efficient and iptatle organisation of the agenda of the
Working Groups. This applies equally to the SBSTthAt will now also deal with issues
relevant to the two Protocols (risk assessmentuhgeCartagena Protocol and digital sequen
information under CBD and Nagoya Protocol).

be

Niger

Synergy and coordination among focal poingdl Weveloped in sharing experiences

Norway

The experiences from the cancun-meetings are impioid keep in mind in the planning for th

D

next COP and COP-MOPs. Both the secretariat antdutesaus must have this as a topic for their

meetings. An attempt to reduce the number of agéede might be considered. We should
develop some procedures for issues such as thecfalanechanism, we have to identify

potential areas of synergy and plan for avoidinglbel meetings of such issues. Most importd
we the parties must take on the responsibilityrevent too many issues, we should also try tq
restrict the length of our decisions.

nt,

Pakistan

If the secretariat wishes to continue with the fatmf CoP-13 then at least two participants fr
each eligible party shall be invited.

pm

Peru

del CDB vy sus protocolos, favoreciendo el interceam®e requiere mayores esfuerzos para
organizar los horarios de los grupos de contactmye con delegaciones pequefas no era
posible la participacion y se cruzaban las reurso®¢ro punto, es que los documentos requig
estar listos con tiempo prudente para las consitesnas en los paises.

rren

En general, considero conveniente la concurrerei@dniones del CDB y sus protocolos. Sin
embargo, se debe mejorar la organizacién de lostéela fin que, algunos temas, no se

prolonguen innecesariamente, produciéndose untesief'estancamiento” en alguna de las
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reuniones (COP CDB o COP MOP) en desmedro de flas.&ino de los factores a
considerar es que algunos documentos de proyeetdsaision se distribuyeron en fechas mu
cercanas a la realizacién de la COP y COPMOPstal easo del glosario de términos para el
Articulo 8 j). O, por otro lado, hace falta propicreuniones previas para la preparacion de
alguno de estos documentos, siendo asi que algaf®es recién durante los grupos de contag
podemos poner de manifiesto las posiciones na@sngliedando muy corto el tiempo para
hacerlo con solvencia.

Peru

Los especialistas que ven los temas del CDB, PER-ABS no son los mismos; por tanto, su
permanencia en tanto se negocian asuntos quecoorésponden resta efectividad al viaje y
sobre costos a los paises en mantenerlos por @iatas

Philippines

Convening concurrent meetings should continue iasgtoves coordination and collaboration
among focal points

cto

Republic of
Korea

Considering the delegation that participates in 6@¥-MOP, CBD may adjust the schedule g
that on the two MOPs discussions can be compleatgtiefirst week

Sao Tome

Perhaps Sao Tome and Principe has not particijratbe meetings of the parties because it h
not yet ratified the protocol. Now that the courttigs ratified, | hope to be able to participate
actively in the next meetings and also at COP14-MOP

Sao Tome

It is very difficult for one solo member represeagtin the Full to be effective participation of
represent of developing country Parties, in paldicthe least developed countries and small
island developing States among them, and Partigssagbnomies in transition, in the 8th
meeting of the Conference of the Parties servirth@seeting of the Parties to the Cartageng
Protocol;

L

Senegal

Pour I'avenir, il faudrait que le Secrétariat d€€l2B prenne en charge un participant par trait
(CDB, PN, PC) pour les pays éligibles.

Seychelles

Concurrent plenary sessions was too hectic ane qoitfusing which made meeting less smo
than in previous COP sessions

oth

Slovakia

We consider the mixing of different issues as hapdeat COP-MOP 8 throughout one day of
negotiations in one meeting room was time-consurfonthe delegates also due to the very
changeable daily schedule.

The agenda items of the protocols should be deattdre coherent way during the conferenc
days, creation of units/blocks of several agenglast of the protocols preffered.

This will be needed especially when the Nagoya-Eualmpur Supplementary Protocol On
Liability And Redress enters into force.

Slovenia

Small delegations were faced with difficulties tioedinate and follow many parallel decision
making processes.

South Africa

It was a very good start and had very minor areasrequired improvement such as raising
more funds to enhace participation of developingntids least developed, SIDS and countries
with economies in transition. Holdoing the HLMS hmasrits and de-merits particularly when
issues of financies threaten to block negotiatems all the high level participants are gone..

It is impossible for the experts to attend a megtor two consecutive weeks.
Most of the time experts had to attend meetingswtieae not of the corresponding subject

Spain because It was not easy to know how much each pbthe agenda lasts.
Low Cost-effectiveness. Much staff needs to be limgll. Different perception and evaluation
between both protocols and convention

St Kitts and The concurrent meetings of all three entities presea serious challenge for developing

countries especially Small Island Developing Statesnly one participant is funded by the
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Nevis

Secretariat to participate in these meetitigs therefore challenging and next to impossfble
this one person to follow all the events. Thera @efinite need to sponsor or support more th
one participant.

Sudan

Generally the concurrent meetings are cost effectiacrease integration among the Convent|
and its Protocols and provide an opportunity famsultations, coordination and synergies
among national focal points for the Convention #r&Protocols if more representatives are
provided with financial support, otherwise, mosttw criteria listed above will not be met

Uganda

1. The Highl Level Segment (HLS) was held befoeegtart of COP. Much as this helped to g
political guidance, it was not as effective as wheld towards the end of COP like has been
case in the previous COPs. HLS should be held @@@rts the end of COP. This makes it
possible for delegates/Parties to brief their Maris or heads of Delegation on how the
negotiations are progressing and the contentiauessthat may/will require their intervention.
2. Contact groups meetings should not be heldiiallea(at the same time) with working grouf
meetings.

3. A minimum of three (3) delegates from developiogntry Parties, in particular the least
developed countries and small island developinteStamong them, and Parties with econom
in transition should be supported by the CBD Seciatin order for the to fully and effectively
participate in the concurrent meetings; cost-eiffectess of the meetings and improvement in
coordination, consultations and synergies amonglfoaints.

4. Working loads for the working groups should ppationed equally as much as possible.
This will mean looking critically at the agendaglgrioritizing them. Those that are not so
critical can be take to the next COP.

5. The visa processing should as much as possihtedile easy by the Host country for
delegates to get to minimize late arrival of sorakedates at the meeting.

Zimbabwe

Running the meetings concurrently limits the pgstiion of developing countries as their
delegations are small
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