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INTRODUCTION

1. The meetig of the Bureau cthe Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical andHfrlogical Advice
(SBSTTA) took place irAntalys, Turkey, in the margins of the secomgetingof the Plenary of the
Intergovernmental Sciendeslicy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecotem Services (IPBE-2). An
informal meeting was held on Tuesday™ December, followed by a formal meeting on Thursdz"
December. Six membeos the Burea and two members of the Secretapatticipated in the meetin.
The list of participants iavailable in the Anne

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING

2. The meeting waspened at 1 p.m. on December2013. The Chair of the Subiary Body, Mr.
Gemedo Dalle Tussie, welceuh participants to the meeting. He welcomed ini@aer Mr. Youngbas
Suh, from the Republic ¢forea, who had been nominated very recently t@Bilmeau.

ITEM 2. REVIEW OF THE FORMAT OF SBSTTA-17

3. Mr. David Cooper, CBD Secretariat, introduced senmtepared by the Secretariat in response t
request by the Subsidiary Bodg,recommendation XVIl/1to conduct an evaluation of the approach
format used during SBSTTA7Y. The note presents, among others, the results ofuhey which ha
been conducted at the endSBSTTA-17 at the request of the Buretausolicit the vews of participants
with regard to the meeting formiThe note will also inform the workf the Secretari in response to
decision XI/10, paragraph Z)n improving the efficiency of structures and pssms underhe
Convention and its Protocols.

4. The overall result showed that the new format wastively receivedThe survey outcomes show
that participants, overall, were more in agreentlhan not with the positive statements presented ir
survey regarding the format, documentation andames of SBSTTAL7. However, the results shed



substantial differences among the regions, withawerage, respondents from Africa and Latin America
and the Caribbean groups most enthusiastic abeunelwv format. Respondents from Asia-Pacific and
Central and Eastern Europe were also positive,venage. On the other hand, the respondents from the
Western Europe and Others Group were somewhatinegaiith overall score a little below “neutral”,
on average. Mr. Cooper noted, however, that theageescores conceal a range of views within the
regions for some of the statements, and, withintastern Europe and Others Group, an especiallg wid
range of views for all questions. Also, almost @lticipants, even those who rated the format divera
positively, acknowledged some shortcomings and ideal suggestions for improvement. For example,
some participants expressed their dissatisfactiath whe absence of draft conclusions and
recommendations. The Chair informed the meetinghhahad also received a letter from Australia with
specific suggestions for improvements, which wdldhared with Members of the Bureau.

5. Mr. Cooper noted that this evaluation will be coempénted by further analyses in the light of
additional surveys. An additional survey, to be pteted on behalf of a Party/observer organizatiah.
be distributed in the coming days.

6. Members of the Bureau agreed that the results efréview and their own discussions with
participants show that the format of SBSTTA-17 veasuccess. They agreed that it is therefore not
feasible to completely return to the previous farafaSBSTTA, but that the format used for SBSTTA-17
should be further improved and adapted to the agefduture SBSTTA meetings. It was noted that it
would be beneficial to speak to those countrighénWestern Europe and Others Group region thad wer
particularly critical of the format to discuss theiews and receive their feedback with regardhe t
planning of SBSTTA-18.

ITEM 3. AGENDA OF SBSTTA-18

7. Following an initial discussion on Tuesday, 10 Deber 2013, on the draft provisional agenda of
SBSTTA-18, a revised version of the draft provisibagenda was presented to the Bureau by Mr.
Cooper. He explained that most work will be reqditender the items on the Global Biodiversity
Outlook, which will be made available for Partiesreview, marine issues, and invasive alien species
The issues of underwater noise and marine debsie baen split into two sub-items, and the item
addressing issues related to IPBES and mattersvtiazth the Subsidiary Body is invited to consider
ongoing work have been renamed following commentBlreau members during the informal meeting.

8. Bureau members agreed with the draft provisionahdg as presented and asked the Secretariat to
make it available to Parties together with the &miedl agenda.

ITEM 4. FORMAT OF SBSTTA-18

9. Regarding the organization of work for SBSTTA-18n& Bureau members noted that the heavy
agenda of SBSTTA-18 would require that agenda itanesaddressed by working groups in parallel.
Considering that the budget for SBSTTA-18 will radow the holding of working groups, the Bureau
recommended extending the meeting of the Subsid@iady for half a day on Saturday, 28 June 2013.

10. The members of the Bureau agreed that introdugtiegentations should be used for some of the
agenda items, but that their number needs to bigetimit was agreed to have presentations on taft dr
Global Biodiversity Outlook and the reports prepbhos marine issues, as well as, potentially, oopict
related to the item on invasive alien species. Btieau noted that information on speakers and $agfic
presentations should be communicated to Partieslilance of SBSTTA-18. Potential speakers will be
discussed at the next meeting of the Bureau.



11. The Bureau also discussed the expected outcom8B®TTA-18 and noted that most items on
the agenda will require the drafting of recommeiutatto the Conference of the Parties, while ftiecs,
conclusions by the Subsidiary Body may sufficavdls agreed that the Secretariat will draft at leaste
form of draft conclusions or recommendations fatheagenda item of SBSTTA-18 as part of the pre-
session documentation for the meeting. For the ianiEcologically or Biologically Significant Areas
(EBSAS), it was noted that the Subsidiary Body mégh to focus on the consideration of the repofts o
the workshops held to facilitate the descriptiorE®SAS, while mandating the Secretariat to prepare
draft decision for the Conference of the Partiesguthe text of decision Xl|/1rmutatis mutandis.

12. The Bureau agreed with the distribution of agertdeng during the week as proposed by the
Secretariat, with each of the morning sessionsirsiwvith a major agenda item. It noted that sotems,
such as marine biodiversity, will require more tlwae session in plenary, while other issues mayireq
more intensive discussion in contact groups, tas ie plenary.

13. The possibility of holding a workshop on the dayobe the start of SBSTTA-18 was also
discussed. Suggestions for potential topics inautie Global Biodiversity Outlook, marine biodivieys
issues, and the sustainable development goals.

ITEM 5. NEXT MEETING AND CLOSURE

14. The Bureau agreed that its next meeting shouldébe ih late February or early March 2014,
preferably face-to-face. The meeting of the Burglaged at 3 p.m. on 12 December 2013.
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