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The Pacific Islands Region



70-80% of the catch 

from inshore fisheries 

is used for 

subsistence purposes

Pacific island people reliant 
on natural resources



Challenges

• Political willingness

• Fragmented coordination

• Complex land tenure 

• Insufficient baseline information 

• Lack of knowledge and awareness of the value of 

biodiversity 

• Protected area declaration and financing 

• Low capacity 

• Inadequate policy and regulatory framework 



Current Status

• State of Conservation-

Oceania 2013

• CBD Country Roadmaps 

2016

• World Database on 

Protected Areas

• Pacific Islands Protected 

Areas Portal

• BIOPAMA Pacific 

inception workshop, 

2018



Current Status– Pacific
Elements of 

Target 11

Details Status Status narrative

Quantitative 

targets

Terrestrial protected 

areas on WDPA

5% of land area protected (WDPA)

Marine protected 

areas on WDPA

22% of marine areas protected (WDPA).

Target achieved regionally but not nationally

Ecological 

representation

Endemic or near 

endemic terrestrial and 

marine ecoregions 

protected

Marine: 9 of 22 endemic/near endemic 

ecoregions have 10% protection

Terrestrial: 5 of 27 endemic/near endemic 

ecoregions have 17% protection

Areas 

important for 

biodiversity

Protected area 

coverage of Key 

Biodiversity Areas

20% of KBAs covered by protected areas

Management 

Effectiveness

Effectiveness of 

protected and 

conserved areas 

Majority of countries have not completed, or 

not reported, Management Effectiveness 

Assessments 

Governance 

and equity

Sites with governance 

type 22% ‘unreported’ governance



Marine managed areas



Marine sanctuaries



Shark Sanctuaries: 

17 million km2

Shark sanctuaries



Country commitments

• Marine area protection could increase to 

>40% coverage with all commitments

• Small terrestrial commitments

Stuart Chape



Gaps and opportunities

• Systematic collection and updating of data

• ‘Unreported’ governance status 

• Capturing ‘other effective conservation 

measures’

• Management Effectiveness Assessments

Stuart Chape



The Pacific – voyaging in the 

same direction

Stuart Chape



Regional coordination

• Pacific Island 

Roundtable for Nature 

Conservation

• Protected Areas 

Working Group



Framework for Nature 
Conservation and Protected 
Areas in the Pacific Islands 

Region (2014 – 2020)

• Regional strategy to achieve 

NBSAPs, Regional Priorities 

and Global Aichi Targets

• Goal: Protect and preserve 

the rich natural and cultural 

heritage of the Pacific 

Islands for the benefit of 

people of the Pacific and the 

world.



Protected Areas 

Working Group

• Instrumental in supporting countries to develop 

Roadmaps for Aichi Targets 11 & 12 

• Pacific Islands Action Plan for Aichi Target 11, 2018  



Aichi Target 11

GLOBAL

Framework for Nature 
Conservation and 
Protected Areas

REGIONAL

Protected Areas 
Working Group Action 

Plan

NATIONAL

Pacific Islands Action Plan for 

Aichi Target 11



Protected Areas 

Programme

• Pacific Islands Protected Area 

Portal

• Technical support and capacity 

building

• Partnerships, coordination and 

networking

• Advocacy, outreach and strategic 

communication

• Project management and 

implementation



Pacific Islands Protected Area Portal

pipap.sprep.org

Protected Areas 

Programme



TECHNICAL SUPPORT

• Marine Spatial Planning

• Invasive Species management

• Ecosystem based adaptation

• Biodiversity assessments

• Protected Area Management 

Effectiveness

• MEA implementation and 

reporting

Protected Areas 

Programme



Protected Area 

Programmes 

- Projects

http://macbio-pacific.info/


10th Pacific Islands Nature Conference
New Caledonia, 20-24th April 2020

Integral part of the regions voyage to 2020, and beyond

Stuart Chape

https://gouv.nc/
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