World Wetland Day Celebrated in Kars and Igdir, Eastern Turkey
Kars
2 February 2010

The World Wetland Day was celebrated on February 2 by KuzeyDoga Society with the
support of Kafkas University and Kars
Directorate of Environment and Forestry at
Kafkas University Faculty of Science &
Literature. Emrah Coban, Science Coordinator of
KuzeyDoga Society gave a presentation about the
effects of global warming on wetlands and
explaining the research, conservation and
" restoration efforts of KuzeyDoga at Lake
¥ Kuyucuk, which became Turkey’s 13th
RAMSAR wetland in 2009. The 1zZTV
documentary about KuzeyDoga's conservation and biodiversity research projects was
screened to an audience of 32 people including academics and students. The event was
concluded by distributing handouts provided by the Kars Directorate of Environment &
Forestry.
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Igdir
3 February 2010

The World Wetland Day was celebrated on
February 3 by KuzeyDoga Society and Igdir
Directorate of Environment and Forestry at the
Aralik-Karasu marshes fed by the meltwater of
Mt Agri (Ararat), Turkey’s highest mountain at
5137 meters. Wintering waterfowl at Aralik-
Karasu marshes were counted with the
participation of the director of Igdir Environment
& Foresty, Mr. Taner Tazegiin and the director of
Igdir Nature Conservation & National Parks
Department (DKMPGM), Mr. Mete Tiirkoglu. 1124 birds of 28 species were counted
during 3 hours observation. Recording white-fronted goose (Anser albifrons) first time in
Igdir was an exciting experience for the participants. Coot (Fulica atra) was the most
common species during the count. KuzeyDoga Society Science Coordinator Emrah
(Coban stated that the wetlands in Kars, Ardahan, and Agr are usually frozen in winter
time so that [§dir’s Aralik-Karasu marshes, which do not freeze, are very important for
birdlife in the winter:

“Aralik-Karasu marshes are critical for wintering birds, but the site does not have a
designated protection status. The site is becoming more developed and the sewage of the



villages is released directly into the wetland. This pollutes the wetland which holds water
year-around. It is relatively easy to protect Aralik-Karasu marshes due to the relatively
low and rural population. But if pollution and development continue, it will be hard to
maintain the current lakes, marshes and wet meadows in the future, which means more
money and more effort to get them back. We need to understand the real value of what
we have before we lose them. In the last 60 years, Turkey has lost more than half of her
wetlands, equaling an area size of the sea of Marmara. An area bigger than Lake Van has
been drained. The destruction of these wetlands should stop as soon as possible. We hope
that the Aralik-Karasu marshes, which are fed by melt water coming from the snows of
legendary and biblical Mount Agr (Ararat), will get its legal protection status in 2010
and the thin line between humans and rest of nature will stay in balance.”

) Diinya Sulak Alanlar Giinii Kars ve Igdir’da Kutlandi
Iklim Degisikligine Kars’in Cevabi: “Sulak Alanlar1 Onemsiyoruz”

2 Subat 2010

Diinya Sulak Alanlar Giinii kutlamalari, Kars
Cevre ve Orman Il Miidiirliigii'nden miidiir Erol
Bilgir ve Cevre Mihendisi Caglar Kutlu,
KuzeyDoga Dernegi, Kafkas Universitesi Kus i |
Gozlem Toplulugu, akademisyenler ve d6grencilerin Bl
katilimi ile Kafkas Universitesi’nde gergeklesti. Bu 3!
senenin temasi olan “Iklim  Degisikligine
Cevabimiz: Sulak Alanlar1 Onemsiyoruz” slogani,
etkinlige katilan katilimcilar tarafindan
benimsenerek, Kars’tan da ortak bir ses olarak
yukseldi.

Kars Cevre ve Orman Il Miidiirliigii adina katilimcilar1 bilgilendiren Cevre Miihendisi
Caglar Kutlu ise sunlar1 soyledi:

“2 Subat 1971 yilinda iran’m Ramsar kentinde imzaya agilan Ramsar Sozlesmesi’ne yani
“Ozellikle Su Kuslar1 Yasama Ortamu Olarak Uluslararast Oneme Sahip Sulak
Alanlar Hakkinda Sézlesme” ye gore; tabil veya suni, devamli veya gegici, sulari
durgun veya akintili, tatli, ac1 veya tuzlu, denizlerin gel — git hareketlerinin ¢ekilme
derecesinde 6 metreyi gecmeyen derinlikleri kapsayan biitiin sular, bataklik, sazliklar ve
turbiyeler sulak alanlardir.

Bu 6neme sahip alanlarin hassasiyeti, korunmasi ve gelistirilmesinde kamuoyu bilincinin
olusturulmasi ve gelistirilmesi amaciyla Ramsar So6zlesmesi'nin imzaya agildigi 2 Subat
“Diinya Sulak Alanlar Giinli” olarak kutlanmaktadir.

Ulkemiz, Ramsar Sozlesmesine 1994 yilinda taraf olmus ve bu giine kadar Kars Kuyucuk
Golii de dahil olmak iizere 13 sulak alaninin sdzlesme listesine dahil edilmesini saglamis;



sinirlart igerisindeki biitiin sulak alanlari korumayi, gelistirmeyi ve akilci kullanmay1
uluslararasi diizeyde taahhiit etmistir.

Kars ili Arpacay ilgesinde bulunan ve Kuyucuk, Carcioglu ve Durakli kdyleriyle c¢evrili
olan Kuyucuk Golii, Haziran 2009°da Tiirkiye’nin 13. , Dogu Anadolu’nun da ilk
RAMSAR alani ilan edilmistir. Mayis 2009’da ise Avrupa Komisyonu tarafindan
Avrupa’nin Seckin Turizm Cenneti (EDEN) secildi. Cevre ve Orman Bakanlig1 ve Doga
Koruma ve Milli Parklar Genel Midiirliigii tarafindan desteklenen ve KuzeyDoga
Dernegi tarafindan gergeklestirilen “Kuyucuk G6lii Koruma, Arastirma, Sulak Alan
Restorasyonu ve Kus Gozlem Turizmi Projesi”, 2008 de Ingiltere’nin en 6nemli gevre
odilii olan ve “Cevre Nobeli” diye de anilan
Whitley Fonu Altin  Odiiliinii  kazanmustir.
Odiilden sonraki siirecte projenin basarilart
Whitley Fonu tarafindan degerlendirilerek,
2009°da da tiim Whitley projeleri arasindan
diinyada yilim en 1iyi projesi secilmistir..
Tiirkiye’nin doga koruma amagli ilk yapay =
adasinin da Kuyucuk’ta yapilmasi, Whitley
Fonu’'nun Kuyucuk projesini diinyanin en iyi
projesi se¢cmesinde Onemli bir etken olmustur.
Bunun yaninda, proje kapsaminda yapilan bilimsel arastirmalar sonucu Kuyucuk
Goli’'nde en az 212 farkli kus tiirliniin bulundugu tespit edilmistir. Yapilan halkalama
caligmalar1 sonucunda bugiine kadar 83 tlirden 4824 kus halkalanmistir. Eyliil 2008°de
halkalanan bir ¢ikrik¢in 6rdegi, 2009 Subat ayinda Kazakistan’da tespit edilmistir.”

Daha sonra KuzeyDoga Dernegi Bilim Koordinatérii Emrah Coban tarafindan yapilan
sunumda sulak alanlarin 6nemi ve bu alanlarin iklim degisikliginden nasil etkilendigi
anlatildi. iz TV tarafindan yapilan Dogu-Doga belgesi gdsterimi ile program sona erdi.



