11 June 2010, Saint Lucia released postage stamps in commemoration of the International Year

of Biodiversity, a collaborative venture of the Saint Luci i
_ ) _ ucia Postal Service ini
Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries and Forestry. s and the Ministry of

BiopivERSITY
PosTAGE

STAMPS

bis year 2010 has been designated

I as international vear of hiediversity

by the United Nations and  as

an activity  to commemorate the year,

postage stamps depisting four endemic

species  of Saint Lueia’s hiclagical

diversity were released for sale from

Friday the 11" June 2010 by the Creneral
Past Office of Saint Lucia,

The photographs for the postage
stamps were taken by three pentlemen
associated with the Forestry Departinent
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands,
Fisheries and Forestry namely Mr
Adams Toussaint, Assistant Chicl Forest
Officer, who teok the pictures ofthe Whire
Breasted Thrasher or Garge Blane, found
anly in pockets on the north east coast of
Saint Lucia and with less than a hundred
pairs existing and the Rhinetoceros

aigHercutes Bectle from the family of

larpest beetles; Mr Mathew Morion
of the Durrell Wildiife Preservation
Trust who shot the picture of the green
lpuana which is also very endangered
and currently found only on the north
el coast of Saint Lucia and Me. Roget
Ciraveson, a botanist who shot the picture
of the only plant species featured, the
lobelia plant reswicted to elfin shrubland
in the Motne F B
Gimie / Piten
Troumassee
area and thus
also WETY
vulnerable.
Thesel
species all
contribute
o the
equilibrium
af the
pcogystems
whers  they
reside and
help produce
services  that
are invaluable
to the
wellbeing  of
humankind in
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Saint Lucia. Conscgquently their habitats
should he protected to ensure their
continued existence in the island. The
ninistry of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries
and Forestry encourages all inhabitants
of Saint Lucia to purchase these stamps
fram the Postal Services and thereby
promote conservation of these important
species in Saint Lucia.
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2010 INTERNATIONAL YEAR
OF BIODIVERSITY

Thg § deciared 2010 a8 ll i I
ooreise awanenesst ahoul the oyl
cammuneale the human costs ¢f kiociversity lass and to engage peope
throughout theworld n 1he to zrotect all life an eanh Consequently,
Saint Lugia: 2 membsr of tne UN, tirpugh ke Matonal Fecal Port for
Bioiwersity, the Mimstry of Agriculture, Lands. Forestry and Fisneriss falt
it fitting to fecus on Sritically imoortart gndemis speces 25 postage stamps
1o hslo commemarate the vear Working ' ciose colisbormion with tha
Saint Licia Postal Service, four énderic spacias wers chosan:as foliows!
Lobatia. lguana. Hercules Beetle: White breasted Thrasher

srnationa! Yaar of Biodersiy
impertancs ol Diodeersity, to

THESTAMPS

300 — The Looelia plant, one ¢l the peettisst endemic plarts of Zant
Lucia, s & shrube of very wndy, wet and cioudy efin shiublands in the
Mauni GimisPitan Troumasese range at an savation of abave 850m i
the west io sasiarn parl of e isiand. I not unde? ireat Decsss o
fls Inaccessiciity byt global waemiing cowd recuce Sng leng oeriods of
tloudingss which may thredien fis exisiznce.

16 oo Tng guand 15 beloved 1o have fewer than 1000 adull animals lalt
i the witd. It has an exis igh rekeoh akenaion an San Lucia 2
resuit b sand mining, aeveopmant and legsl Punting I. TQec‘n
07 leaves. shoots and s and < (he ‘argest lz2nd found on ¢

as tres dwellers but frequently sear o ,nfrou.d Itis ]
Eas: Corridor within 2
slopas el Mabouya Valoy

43¢ - The
Hercules
[ivirg rRinocemus o
It fepds on wand &nd such matker |t is seen on g se
oregcing imeand for thal «éason may appaar to be 1

including Qa it Lug
to the Easl Coast beiween Phtn &
sutinction in the near leaee e 2 groung hunting oisd dnd found 10 oecupy
predormmantly rikenng forest within tzery areas along s secorden rengs
A miajor threat s Pabital destruction mamiy o privateny owsed lands siick
ara subeol Lo development
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