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UNIC Buenos Aires Report on the Launch of the
International Year of Biodiversity 2010

e Venue: Maritime Museum, former Prison of Ushuaia (Province of Tierra del
Fuego)

e Date: 10 December 2009

e Event description: UNIC Buenos Aires organized jointly with the Secretariat
of Sustainable Development & Environment and the Under-Secretariat of
International Relations of Tierra del Fuego a round table on Biodiversity in the
region to mark the presentation of the International Year of Biodiversity 2010

o Keynote speakers: UNIC Director, Secretary of Sustainable
Development and Environment, Director of Biodiversity and Protected
Areas, Director of Forests and the Director of Freshwater Resources of
Tierra del Fuego

o UN Secretary General’s video message on the IYBD was shown

o UNIC Director read a message by Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive
Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, special for the
occasion (please refer to annex | below)

o Material distributed: UNIC Buenos Aires institutional brochure, UN in
Argentina 2009 booklet, UDHR, MDG world report 2009,

e Audience size: 30
o Audience type: Governor of Ushuaia, Mrs. Maria Fabiana Rios, Consul
of Chile, Mr. Raul Andrés Sanhueza Carvajal, media representatives,
government officials, military officers and NGO representatives.

e Media coverage:
o The local Channel (LU 87 channel 11), broadcast part of the event live
on its 7 pm news
o The event received extensive coverage from the local media:
= Media Monitoring of on line media
e http://www.lalicuadoratdf.com.ar/index.php?s=!notas$
Snotas/veoSW082ngsye54p8ruoso97k0
e http://eldiariodelfindelmundo.com/ver.php?modulo=ve
r_noticia&id=26367
e http://www.eldiariodelfindelmundo.com/ver.php?modu
lo=ver_noticia&id=26388
e http://www.actualidadtdf.com.ar/index.php?s=!notas$$
notas/veoSW0821k39igmdgd8g0d50q18
e http://prensa.tierradelfuego.gov.ar/?p=2714
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e http://www.tdfweb.com.ar/index.php/actualidad/repr
esentantes-de-la-onu-en-tierra-del-fuego/

e http://www.surenio.com.ar/index.php?s=!notas20095S5$
W082mp76973ck4ijktOglal

e http://www.periodicosocial.com/ver.php?modulo=ver _n
oticia&id=23043

e FEvaluation

An excellent start for the observance of the Year in Argentina and in South
America, partly due to the symbolism of being held in what is popularly known as
“the end of the world”.

Ushuaia is the southernmost city of the planet and the state capital of "Tierra del
Fuego”. In 1520 Ferdinand Magellan discovered the strait which bears his name
(i.e. the Strait of Magellan) and also identified a territory he named Tierra de los
Fuegos (the Land of Fires) because of the numerous fires lit by local "Yamanas”
indigenous populations which could be seen smoking in the distance.

The presentations about the unique ecosystem of the province were of very high
caliber.

The way forward is to work with government authorities and civil society at the
national and provincial levels in the observance of the Year with the aim of
spreading “fires” and “smoke” throughout the country in the form of events
reaching out to a variety of audiences and highlighting the diversity of its
ecosystems, drawing attention to the importance of biodiversity for life on Earth,
making a call for reflection about what has been done to safeguard it and
highlighting the need to take action on a urgent basis as inspired by the slogan of
the Year - “Biodiversity is life. Biodiversity is our life” - thus the need to protect
the interconnection among flora, fauna and humans, as represented in the Year’s
logo.

o Images

Photo gallery available at: http://www.onu.org.ar/viewgallery.aspx?49
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Muy buenas tardes a todas y a todos,

Dos semanas atras, en Londres, se llevd a cabo la celebracion del 150 aniversario de
la publicacion de la obra de Charles Darwin, “El origen de las especies”, pieza central para
nuestra compresion de la diversidad de la vida en la Tierra. Una de las paradas del Beagle, el
buque en donde Darwin realizd este viaje fundacional, fue Tierra del Fuego; de la cual
escribio: “Una simple mirada a este paisaje me basta para advertir cuan diferente es esto de
todo lo que he visto”. Luego de recorrer el interior de la Isla, escribiria sobre la region: “Hay
un grado de misteriosa majestuosidad en montafa tras montafa con sus profundos valles,
cubiertos por una densa y oscura capa de bosque”.

Que apropiado, que estén ustedes hoy reunidos en este lugar que tanto impresiond a
Darwin. Cuan propicio, asimismo, que se retinan en las margenes del Canal de Beagle, cuyo
nombre recuerda al barco que llevé al gran naturalista en su épico viaje. Si Darwin se
encontrara hoy en Ushuaia, sin dudas volveria a conmoverse con sus accidentadas montanas,
densos bosques y helados mares que hacen de Tierra del Fuego un lugar tan impactante. Se
encontraria, empero, encantado de conocer la vasta y variada biodiversidad de la region, con
sus mas de 500 especies de plantas con flores, variedad de helechos, liqguenes, hongos y
cientos de especies de musgos, y su fauna diversa. Y, si acaso para su desazon, conociera el
triste hecho de cuan rapido se esta destruyendo la biodiversidad en todo el mundo 150 afos
después de que su obra nos ayudara a comprender como fue que ésta se conformo,
ciertamente compartiria conmigo el agrado de saber que Ushuaia se encuentra rodeada de
una serie de Areas Naturales Protegidas, que incluyen el Parque Nacional de Tierra del Fuego;
y que la provincia muestra un fuerte compromiso con la preservacion de su patrimonio
natural. Con la creacion hace dos afos de la Secretaria de Desarrollo Sustentable y Ambiente
y, su énfasis en cumplir con la ley nacional de conservacion de Bosques, Tierra del Fuego esta
marcando el camino a seguir para el resto del mundo.

El 2010 esta a solo tres semanas. Designado “Afo Internacional de la Diversidad
Biologica” por las Naciones Unidas, es durante este periodo que la comunidad internacional
evaluara y trabajara sobre los avances que ha realizado para cumplir la Meta 2010 entorno a
reducir significativamente la pérdida de biodiversidad en todo el mundo. Para la Convencion y
sus partes, los objetivos de este importante afo son cinco. El primero es fomentar la toma de
conciencia publica sobre la importancia de salvaguardar la biodiversidad y de las amenazas
subyacentes a ella. El segundo, es llevar atencidén hacia los éxitos obtenidos hasta el
momento en salvar la biodiversidad. El tercero, es alentar a individuos, organizaciones y
gobiernos a que realicen de forman inmediata los pasos necesarios para detener la pérdida de
la biodiversidad. El cuarto es promover soluciones innovadoras para reducir las amenazas a la
biodiversidad. Y el quinto es iniciar un dialogo entre las diferentes partes para los pasos a
seguir en el periodo post 2010.

Dos eventos claves durante 2010 contribuiran especialmente a este ultimo objetivo.
En septiembre en Nueva York, la 65° Sesion de la Asamblea General de la ONU llevara a cabo
por primera vez un segmento de alto nivel sobre diversidad bioldgica con la participacion de
jefes de Estado y de gobierno. Y en octubre, en Nagoya, Japdn, la décima Conferencia de los
Estados Parte de la Convencion sobre Diversidad Bioldgica reunira a un amplio rango de
actores - incluyendo a jovenes, mujeres, el sector privado, parlamentarios, ministros de
gobierno, alcaldes municipales, lideres de comunidades indigenas, donantes privados y
organismos multilaterales -, para alcanzar un plan estratégico comprehensivo para 2011-2020,
asi como también nuevas metas para la biodiversidad en 2020 y 2050.

Estoy convencido que la Convencion puede contar con que Argentina cumplira con su
parte en el transcurso de los 12 meses. Argentina ha demostrado un firme y tradicional
compromiso con los tratados internacionales medioambientales, siendo el Unico pais en el
mundo que organizo Conferencias de Estados Partes de cada una de las tres “Convenciones de
Rio”; la COP-3 de la Convencion de Diversidad Biologica en 1996, las COPs-4 y 10 de la
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Convencion de la ONU sobre Cambio Climatico, y hace sdlo 3 meses la COP-9 sobre
Desertificacion. Al organizar estas Conferencias, Argentina ha contribuido a sostener la vision
de uno de los grandes economistas del siglo XX, el argentino Raul Presbich, quien afirmara
acerca de los asuntos internacionales que “debemos buscar una nueva racionalidad, una que
no este basada en intereses hegemonicos, ni meramente en objetivos econémicos y sociales,
sino, eminentemente, en objetivos éticos”. El Afo Internacional de Diversidad Bioldgica le
darad a la Argentina una oportunidad de ampliar aun mas esta vision, contribuyendo con el
mundo a proteger y hacer un uso sustentable de los bienes bioldgicos y ecosistemas,
fundamentales para la salud y bienestar de la humanidad.

La importancia de nuestros esfuerzos para el afo proximo esta reflejada en el slogan
del Ano Internacional: “Biodiversidad es vida. Biodiversidad es nuestra vida”. Espero con
ansias poder trabajar con ustedes a lo largo de las celebraciones del ano que viene, les deseo
éxitos en la mesa redonda de hoy.

Muchas gracias por su amable atencion
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year the world celebrated the 150" anniversary of Charles Darwin’s publication
of the On the Origin of Species, the landmark work so central to our understanding of the
diversity of life on Earth. One of Darwin’s stops on his seminal voyage on the HMS Beagle was
Tierra del Fuego, of which he wrote: “A single glance at the landscape was sufficient to show
me how widely different it was from anything | had ever beheld.” After traveling inland he
would go on to write of the region: “There was a degree of mysterious grandeur in mountain
behind mountain, with the deep intervening valleys, all covered by one thick, dusky mass of
forest.”

How fitting therefore that you are now gathered in the land that so affected Darwin.
How fitting as well that you are meeting next to the Beagle Channel, which bears the name of
the ship that carried the great naturalist on his epochal journey. If he were there today in
Ushuaia, Darwin would no doubt once again be moved by the rugged mountains, dusky forests
and icy blue seas that make Tierra del Fuego such a breathtaking location. He would
undoubtedly delight in our current knowledge of the region’s vast and varied biodiversity,
with its more than 500 species of flowering plant and its beautiful assortment of ferns,
lichens, fungi, moss, and wildlife. And if, to his chagrin, he knew the sad fact of how quickly
the world’s biodiversity was being destroyed 150 years after he helped us to explain how it
came about, he would certainly share my great pleasure in knowing that Ushuaia is
surrounded by a series of Natural Protected Areas, including the National Park of Tierra del
Fuego, and that the region has a strong commitment towards preserving its natural heritage.
With its Secretariat of Environment and Sustainable Development and its emphasis on
compliance with the national law on forest conservation, Tierra del Fuego is showing the way
forward to rest of the world.

2010 is now only three weeks away. Designated the International Year of Biodiversity
by the United Nations, it is during this time that the international community will collectively
assess and build on the progress it has made toward achieving the 2010 Target of significantly
slowing biodiversity loss worldwide. For the Convention and its partners, the goals of this
important year are fivefold. The first is to enhance public awareness of the importance of
safeguarding biodiversity and of the underlying threats to biodiversity. The second is to raise
awareness about successes so far in saving biodiversity. The third is to encourage individuals,
organizations and governments to take the immediate steps needed to halt the loss of
biodiversity. The fourth is to promote innovative solutions to reduce the threats to
biodiversity. And the fifth is to start dialogue between different stakeholders for the steps to
be taken in the post-2010 period.

Two key events during 2010 will help with this last objective. In September in New
York, the 65" session of the UN General Assembly will convene for the first time ever a high-
level segment on biodiversity with the participation of heads of state and government. And in
October in Nagoya, the tenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity will bring together a broad range of stakeholders - including youth, women, the
private sector, parliamentarians, government ministers, city mayors, indigenous leaders,
private donors and multilateral organizations - to finalize a comprehensive 2011-2020
strategic plan, as well as 2020 and 2050 biodiversity targets.

| am sure that we at the Convention can count on Argentina to do its part over the
next 12 months. Argentina has already shown a firm and longstanding commitment to
international environmental treaties, being the only country in world to have hosted a
Conference of the Parties of each of the three Rio Conventions: the CBD COP-3 in 1996, the
UNFCCC COP-4 in 1998, and the UNCCD COP-9 less than three months ago. By doing so
Argentina has helped to uphold the vision of its great 20"-century economist Raul Prebisch,
who stated of international affairs that “a new rationality must be sought, but not one based
on hegemonic interests; rather, one based not merely on economic and social objectives but
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on eminently ethical ones.” The International Year of Biodiversity will give Argentina an
opportunity to spread this vision even further, by helping the world to protect and sustainably
use the diversity of biological goods and ecosystems services that are so fundamental to
humanity’s health and wellbeing.

The importance of our efforts next year is reflected in slogan of the International
Year: “Biodiversity is life. Biodiversity is our life.” | look forward to working with you over
the course of next year’s celebrations, and wish you all the best with today’s roundtable.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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