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In honor of the International Year of Biodiversity, the International Association for Impact
Assessment (IAIA) held a competition organized by IAIA’s Biodiversity and Ecology Section. The
“Inspired by Nature” competition invited written or visual submissions to celebrate the diversity,
value and beauty of life on earth, and the natural systems that provide goods and services for our
health and wellbeing. This includes the use, non-use or cultural values, spiritual values, or simply
celebrating the joy that their existence brings us.

The competition was open to all, not just IAIA members. The goal was to inspire interesting,
unique and exciting perspectives, insights, epiphanies and experiences involving nature and/or
“nature as muse or inspiration.” There were three submission categories: 1) written submissions
comprising short stories or poems; 2) photographs of species, landscapes or any form of
biodiversity on its own or in relation to human wellbeing; and 3) images of 2- or 3-dimensional art
works in any media such as logos, material, or jewelry designs, prints, or paintings.

Entries were judged by a panel consisting primarily of IAIA’s Biodiversity and Ecology Section
chairs and members, and with 60 submissions, decisions were difficult. Winners in each category
received one year of free IAIA membership plus a hard-copy subscription to IAIA’s quarterly
journal, Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal for that year. Runners-up received one year of
free IAIA membership. In addition, they were recognized at the Awards Ceremony held at
IAIA11, IAIA’s annual conference held in Puebla, Mexico in May, 2011.

The six winning entries are posted on IAIA’s website at http://iaia.org/inspired-by-nature/ and

were recognized in its January 2011 newsletter. The six winners and nine honorable mentions
were also featured on a large poster displayed at IAIA11l. The theme of IAIA’s 2010 annual report
was “Solid Roots, Branching Out,” and some of the submissions which fit that theme were
included the annual report.

IAIA is a nonprofit educational organization for environmental decision makers, with members in
120 nations, and with consultative status with the United Nations. IAIA promotes best practice in
all forms of impact assessment and seeks inclusion of biodiversity considerations as part of each
assessment. To learn more, please visit www.iaia.org.

Photos included:
Winners and runners-up in each category
IAIA11 conference poster featuring winners

Contact:

Bridget John, Marketing Specialist, IAIA
bridget@iaia.org

+1.701.297.7908
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Artwork Category Runner-Up: Liliana Mercenario Pomeroy, Mexico, “My Ark, My Neighborhood,
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| must not forget this, when | hear
what is going on around me, in the
world, as what | hear seems more
about the decay. What | see s the

ol constant change of creation, mani-
festation and decay, and alse the
beauty therein.

There is a large flowsring bush in
our apartment garden. | have
watched it change daily, when | sit to
W meditate. Out of nowhere, costing
nothing, gorgeous fiowers and
leaves emerge, from what look like
dead branches, Nature is so RICH
and LUSH and non-attached,
Those flower can loose thair life
force overnight, separating and
falling from the framework of

i branches that held them in place, for
N us the lucky onces, whe might have
been around to view.

But, do you know, that bush does it
aver and over, with varying lengths
of time between blooms. What |
notice even more, are the released
blooms that are caught in their fall,
on the branches beneath.

| now, am allowed a view, of their
elegant demise. Aging textures of
flower skins, as they shrivel, day by
day, losing their juiciness

A Poem for my two little friends!

Good Bye the dark and noisy couple.

I miss your fights upon the bubbles.

All through winter and all through breeze,
Who will wake me up each day at six?
You left me at once, you left your house!
Was it for me or another cause?

Was it the factory? Was it the clouds?
Was it the horns of polluting cars?

Lady crow, you taught me once;

Of the holiness of the skies.

You sat there at night by your loving man
You broke melon seeds as part of your plan
You told him to forgive you

For morning quarrels, it’s your hormones,
Not his problems.

Now | have to use my clock,

Doesn’t function. Not as loud!

| take a shower, | start my car

And in crowded highway,

Flies a running dog!!!

Written Category Runner-Up: Elnaz Sadooghi, Iran, “A poem for my two little friends!”
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IAIA11 Poster: Featuring winners, runners-up and honorable mentions. Displayed at IAIA11
conference in Puebla, Mexico.
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| must not forget this, when | hear
what is going on around me, in the
world, as what | hear seems more
about the decay. What | see s the

ol constant change of creation, mani-
festation and decay, and alse the
beauty therein.

There is a large flowsring bush in
our apartment garden. | have
watched it change daily, when | sit to
W meditate. Out of nowhere, costing
nothing, gorgeous fiowers and
leaves emerge, from what look like
dead branches, Nature is so RICH
and LUSH and non-attached,
Those flower can loose thair life
force overnight, separating and
falling from the framework of

i branches that held them in place, for
N us the lucky onces, whe might have
been around to view.

But, do you know, that bush does it
aver and over, with varying lengths
of time between blooms. What |
notice even more, are the released
blooms that are caught in their fall,
on the branches beneath.

| now, am allowed a view, of their
elegant demise. Aging textures of
flower skins, as they shrivel, day by
day, losing their juiciness

A Poem for my two little friends!

Good Bye the dark and noisy couple.

I miss your fights upon the bubbles.

All through winter and all through breeze,
Who will wake me up each day at six?
You left me at once, you left your house!
Was it for me or another cause?

Was it the factory? Was it the clouds?
Was it the horns of polluting cars?

Lady crow, you taught me once;

Of the holiness of the skies.

You sat there at night by your loving man
You broke melon seeds as part of your plan
You told him to forgive you

For morning quarrels, it’s your hormones,
Not his problems.

Now | have to use my clock,

Doesn’t function. Not as loud!

| take a shower, | start my car

And in crowded highway,

Flies a running dog!!!
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