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The European Centre for Environmental Research and Training (EKePEK), located in 

Athens, Greece, participated to the International Year of Biodiversity from the very 

beginning. During this year, EKePEK organized several activities in the framework of 

the IYB. Here is a report of EKePEK’s activities in the framework of the International 

Year of Biodiversity: 

 Participation in HEL.BIO.NET. The Hellenic Biodiversity Network constitutes 

the Greek contribution to European Lifewatch Network Programme (under 

the ESFRI Roadmap). 

 Copenhagen 2009. The environment in the middle of an international crisis. 

EKePEK organized a conference on the aftermath of the COP 15, which took 

place in Copenhagen in December 2009. EKePEK’s conference took place in 

Athens, on the 26-27th January 2010. 

 Europe and the Environment: The case of Climate Change and Biodiversity 

in the 21st century. The first week of October (1-7 October 2010), EKePEK 

organized an Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Summer Training Program, in the 

island of Kithira. The participants attended classes concerning the protection 

and preservation of biodiversity and watched relevant documentaries. They 

also had the chance to go path trekking and visit several landscapes of the 

island. This Course is a part of the seminar series that our Centre organizes 

since 2004, and have been recognized as Good Practice under the 10 Years 

Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production 

Patterns of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe1. 

 Postgraduate program assignments. EKePEK supports scientifically the 

postgraduate program “Environmental Governance and Sustainable 

Development”. During the spring semester the students were given scientific 

assignments for the course “Special Issues of International Environmental 

Law” concerning the protection and preservation of biodiversity, using the 

IYB logo at the front page of each assignment. 

                                                      

1
 UNECE Document ECE/AC.25/2009/5, September 25

th
 2009. 
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Copenhagen 2009. The environment in the middle of an international crisis. 
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Europe and the Environment: The case of Climate Change and Biodiversity in the 

21st century 
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