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Introduction 

The year 2010 was proclaimed the International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) by the United Nations 

at its 64th General Assembly. The IYB has bolstered national and global efforts in generating 

awareness and mainstreaming biodiversity during the run up to COP-10 (10th Conference of 

Parties to the CBD). This report describes some of the major events and activities carried out in 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to commemorate the IYB. This is a bilingual report arranged in 

three sections. The first section is in English and furnishes information on the events 

coordinated by the Saudi Wildlife Authority (formerly the Saudi Wildlife Commission) which is 

the National Focal Point for the CBD in Saudi Arabia. A note on the publications and promotional 

material prepared by the Saudi Wildlife Authority (SWA) is also included in the first section. The 

second section of this report is in Arabic and has been compiled by the National Training Center 

for Natural Resources Conservation (hereafter referred to as the “Training Center”) which is 

based at the Saudi Wildlife Authority. The Arabic report describes in detail the IYB activities of 

the Training Center which involved school children as well as highlighted issues concerning 

gender and biodiversity. The Training Center’s activities included a number awareness 

generation programmes with schools and universities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Some 

notable achievements mentioned in the second section of this report include workshops on 

Biodiversity at the University of Tibah (Medina), workshops highlighting the role of women in 

addressing biodiversity loss as well as schools visits to the “Visitor Center for Environmental 

Awareness” at the SWA. Over 1500 children visited the Visitor Center during the IYB. The third 

section, which is also in Arabic, provides details on the activities conducted by the Saudi 

Biological Society. These include the use of the IYB logo and articles on biodiversity published in 

the Society’s magazine. The Saudi Biological Society also organized a special session on 

biodiversity at its 25th Conference held at the King Faisal University in May 2010. On the basis of 

the feedback from the special session, the main theme of the 26th Conference of the Saudi 

Biological Society was entitled “Biodiversity and Climate Change.” The 26th Conference was held 

at Taif University in 2011. The International Year of Biodiversity has therefore created interest in 

biodiversity and highlighted the need to address its impending loss. The IYB has created the 

necessary impetus which will continue through to the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity for 

the period 2011-2020.    
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IYB Report 

SECTION I 

 

This section includes information on the awareness generation and training programmes 

organized by the Saudi Wildlife Authority during the International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) 2010 
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April 2010: Workshop on Environment Education for Teachers & Educational 

Supervisors 

 

Organizers: Training Center at the Saudi Wildlife Authority  

Target audience: Teachers and Educational Supervisors of the Eastern Province, Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia 

Number of Participants: 20 teachers and educational supervisors  

Details: Teachers are widely considered important stakeholders in awareness generation 

programmes. Knowledge is passed on by teachers to school children who then influence 

behavioral change in their families. With this understanding, the NRCTC along with an expert 

from the Saudi Wildlife Authority conducted 5-day workshop on Environment Education (EE) at 

the eastern city of Dammam. A total of 21 school teachers and educational supervisors from the 

Eastern province attended this workshop making this a successful event. The importance and 

tools used in EE were discussed at this course and the participants were given classroom 

assignments. The overall objective was to enable the participating teachers to conduct EE 

programmes in their schools.  

 

 

 

 

 



5 
  
 
 

 

April 2010: International training course on the management of invasive plant species  

Organizers: Training Center at the Saudi Wildlife Authority with international experts  

Target audience: Managers, researchers and rangers of the SWC 

Number of participants: 15 which rangers of the Farasan Island Protected Area 

Details:  Recognizing the impending threat of the invasive shrub – Prosopis juliflora on the fragile 

biodiversity of the Farasan Islands in the Red Sea, the Training Center conducted a course on 

managing invasive alien species on islands. Two experts from South Africa and Egypt who have 

long worked on managing the spread of invasive alien species were invited on the 6-day training 

course on Farasan Island. The training included sessions on the ecology of the invasive shrub - 

Prosopis along with practical demonstrations on its control and removal from a site. As a result 

of this training programme, the park management has set a target of removing 1000 trees this 

year (2011). The park staff will be working closely with a company and local people to achieve 

this target. In addition to this, the Saudi Wildlife Commission is in the process of drafting a 

National Strategy on the management of Invasive Alien Species.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

Poster on the training course  Rangers being trained on site 
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April 2010: Training course on the management of Marine Protected Areas  

Organizers: Training Center at the Saudi Wildlife Authority with international experts  

Target audience: Managers, researchers and rangers at the Saudi Wildlife Authority 

Number of Participants: Four marine rangers, one Protected Area Manager and 2 researchers 

Details: Following its commitment to train and build the capacity of its staff, the Saudi Wildlife 

Authority organized an international training course in cooperation with the Nature 

Conservation Sector (NCS) Training Center at Sharm el-Shiek, Egypt. In addition to becoming 

PADI certified divers, the trainees had the opportunity to exchange experiences and learn about 

challenges of managing marine protected areas. The trainees met with a number of experts, 

protected area managers and local stakeholders at 2 Marine Protected Areas in Egypt viz. the 

Ras Mohammed National Park and the Nabq Managed Resource Protected Area. The training 

course was sponsored by the SABB Bank in Riyadh.         
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24th May 2010: Radio and TV interview on “Good Morning Saudi Arabia”  

Organizers: Saudi Arabian National Television (Channel 2)   

Target Audience: General Public  

Details:  “Good morning KSA” is a daily talk show broadcasted everyday on weekday mornings 

on Saudi Arabian television (Channel 2). On the 24th of May 2010, the National Coordinator of 

the CBD in Saudi Arabia – Mr. Yousef Al-Wetaid was invited to speak on Biodiversity on the TV 

show as well as the Radio broadcast of “Good Morning KSA.” Dr. Hany Tatwany, the director of 

the King Khalid Wildlife Research Center (a research center under the Saudi Wildlife Authority) 

and Mr. Yousef Al-Wetaid of the Saudi Wildlife Authority spoke on a wide range of issues 

concerning biodiversity in the Kingdom, the need for conservation, the work of the Saudi 

Wildlife Authority as well as the International Year of Biodiversity. The draft script of the Radio 

interview has been included here.   

 

 

 

Mr. Yousef Al-Wetaid, National coordinator of the CBD, Saudi Wildlife Authority - Riyadh 

Draft Script of the Radio Interview on “Good Morning KSA”  

24th May 2010 

“Biological Diversity or Biodiversity in short, is simply the variety of life forms (living things) on this Earth. People don’t 

generally realize this but there are millions of different species on Earth. In Saudi Arabia alone, we have over 2000 

species of flowering plants and 500 species of birds. Contrary to popular belief, Saudi Arabia is not all desert land. We 

have diverse coral reefs in the Red Sea, forests in the Asir Mountains and a variety of grasslands that are home to 

unique species such as the Arabian Oryx and the Houbara Bustard.  Such are the wonders of nature and the diversity 

in it. 
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Biodiversity is also vital to our life. Economic and social development depends on biological resources. 70% of the 

world’s rural population directly depend on biodiversity for survival – be it through the collection of food, fodder, fuel 

or even medicine. Over a billion people directly depend on marine resources and up to 50% of the Pharmaceutical 

industries’ profits ($650 billion annually) come from the collection and synthesis of genetic resources. Biodiversity is 

also socially and culturally important. Our ancestors realized its importance and protected wild areas in the form of 

Himas. Himas still exist today where local people protect and maintain rangelands. There also exists an immense 

amount of traditional knowledge about the medicinal uses of plants or even the behaviour of animals.  Our ancestors 

respected nature and its resources and so should we.” 

“However, Biodiversity is under threat. Growing populations lead to over-exploitation, hunting and demand for more 

agricultural land. Pollution is driving biodiversity towards extinction which in turn is threatening our own survival. 40% 

of our forests are lost, 50% of our wetlands are degraded and mangroves ecosystems which saved people from the 

Tsunami in the Indian Ocean in 2004 have been degraded by 35%. Saudi Arabia has mangroves all along its coasts but 

they remain unprotected. 40% of all species are threatened by extinction and about 800 species are known to be 

extinct.  

Countries the world over recognize the need to conserve and protect biodiversity for future generations. In 1988 the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) explored the need for an international treaty to address the global 

loss of biodiversity. A few years later, the Convention on Biological Diversity was finalized on 22nd May 1992. This day 

is now celebrated as the International Day for Biodiversity.  

The Convention on Biological Diversity or the CBD in short, is the largest international agreement of its kind and 

recognizes that the loss of biodiversity is a common concern for all of humankind.  

In 2005, a National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan was developed for the Kingdom. The Saudi Wildlife 

Commission along with its partner organizations have been successful in protecting wild areas in the Kingdom and 

saving threatened wildlife from the brink of extinction. Following the National Strategy, the Saudi Wildlife 

Commission is also committed towards protecting wildlife, research and preserving traditional knowledge linked to 

Biodiversity.    

It is appropriate timing to talk about Biodiversity and the CBD since the day-before-yesterday was the International 

Day for Biodiversity. The Convention on Biological Diversity was finalized 18 years ago on the 22nd of May. This year is 

also a special year since the United Nations has announced 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity. The 

importance of biodiversity is being recognized and the International Year is being celebrated the world over through a 

range of activities involving schools, municipal councils and state governments. I invite you to initiate activities and 

highlight the need to conserve biodiversity in your community. Remember – “We do not inherit the earth from our 

ancestors; we borrow it from our children.”          

Yousef Al-Wetaid (May 2010) 
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Issue 1: 

 About the King Khaled Wildlife 
Research Center (KKWRC) 

 Special article on Beetles 

Issue 2: 

 Access and Benefit Sharing of 
Genetic Resources   

 Biodiversity Hotspots 

IYB Publications 

The Saudi Wildlife Authority (SWA) publishes an Arabic magazine entitled “Al-Wudaihi” which 

popularizes and disseminates information on wildlife in Saudi Arabia and the work of the SWA. 

Al-Wudaihi is targeted at the general public and enthusiasts and is also distributed in schools 

and colleges. The magazine has proven to be an important tool for generating awareness and 

amassing public support for the SWA’s efforts in conserving the Kingdom’s biodiversity. 

Commemorating the IYB in the Kingdom, the SWC published four special issues covered various 

topics related to biodiversity. Over 16,000 copies of the magazine were printed and distributed 

throughout the Kingdom during the year.  The covers of the 4 special issues are shown here 

along with the contents of each issue.  

Al-Wudaihi – IYB special issues  
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Issue 3: 

 Satellite tracking of Marine 
Turtles 

 Biodiversity in Jordan 

Issue 4: 

 About COP-10 in Japan 

 4th International Conference of 
water and the environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Issue of Al-Wudaihi for children 
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English & Arabic flyers on the 
Biodiversity of Saudi Arabia 

Short documentary film released 
on the occasion of the IYB  

Material for the workshop on 
“Biodiversity – essential for life on 
Earth”  

Material for the workshop on 
“Biodiversity in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia – facts & challenges” 
distributed at the Tibah University 

 

In addition to the Al-Wudaihi magazine, the Saudi Wildlife Authority and its Training Center 

published a number of informative brochures and booklets as a part of the IYB activities in the 

Kingdom. Most of these materials were distributed at the events and courses mentioned in 

second section of this report.  
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Material for the workshop 
highlighting the role of Women in 
preserving the Environment  

Poster for the training of Teachers 
& educational supervisors in the 
Eastern Province (see Section I)   
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IYB Promotional Material & Public Awareness  

 Saudi Wildlife Authority has a well established interpretation center and public awareness 

section at its headquarters in Riyadh. The center displays information and has learning 

aids on the various ecosystems and species within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. During 

the IYB, the visitor center hosted school groups on a number of occasions. In addition to 

the usual visit, the children were handed an “IYB bag” which included informative 

booklets and stationery with the IYB logo. Over 1500 school children visited the 

Interpretation center in 2010 and approximately 6000 IYB bags were distributed to 

children visiting the center as well as to schools throughout the Kingdom.      

 

The visitor center at SWC, Riyadh                        IYB material distributed to school children  
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IYB Report 

SECTION II 

 

The second section of this report is in Arabic and furnishes details on the IYB activities of the 

Training Center which involved school children as well as highlighted issues concerning gender 

and biodiversity. 
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  تقرٌـر

 

فً التدرٌب مركز شاركةم   

 العام خلال الإحٌائً للتنوع الدولٌة بالسنة الاحتفال 

م2010  

 

م 2011هـ الموافق 1432  

 

 

 إعـــداد

 موضً السبٌعً . أ
 مدربة توعٌة بٌئٌة
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 مقدمـة

 تعاون ثمرة وكان م،1998 عام الطبٌعٌة الموارد على للمحافظة التدرٌب مركز أنشئ

 مركز وٌهدف. الإنمائً المتحدة الأمم وبرنامج الفطرٌة للحٌاة ٌةالسعود الهٌئة بٌن بنّاء

 فً السعودٌة العربٌة المملكة سٌاسة دعم فً الإسهام إلى رئٌس بشكل التدرٌب

 مجال فً العاملٌن أداء كفاءة رفع طرٌق عن الإحٌائً، والتنوع البٌئة على المحافظة

 الثقافة نشر فً رائد بدور والقٌام م،ومهاراته قدراتهم لتعزٌز الفطرٌة والحٌاة البٌئة

 السعودٌة، العربٌة بالمملكة الفطرٌة الحٌاة على المحافظة بأهمٌة والتوعٌة البٌئٌة

 ومبادئ مفاهٌم لغرس المجتمع فئات جمٌع والتوعوٌة التدرٌبٌة برامجه وتشمل

.نفوسهم فً الفطرٌة الحٌاة على المحافظة  

(  هـ1432 ــ 1431)  عام فً الطبٌعٌة لمواردا على للمحافظة التدرٌب مركز قدّم

 كما المختلفة البٌئة مجالات فً متنوعة توعوٌة وأنشطة تدرٌبٌة برامج ،(م2010)

.م2010 العام خلال الإحٌائً للتنوع الدولٌة بالسنة الاحتفال فً العالم دول  شارك  

 

 

 

 
 

 السنة الدولية للتنوع الأحيائي

 

 

 بما ضده، الكامنة والتهدٌدات الأحٌائً التنوع همٌةبأ العامة التوعٌة تعزٌز -
 .ًالمناخ تغٌرال ذلك فً

 فً الٌوم حتى والحكومات المجتمعات حققتها التً بالإنجازات التوعٌة زٌادة -
 ،مستداما   استخداما   واستخدامهما ومكوناته الأحٌائً التنوع لحفظ امجهوده
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 الجٌنٌة، الموارد استخدام عن الناشئة للمنافع المنصف التقاسم على والتشجٌع
 .الجهود هذه فً القصور بأوجه التوعٌة زٌادة إلى بالإضافة

 لوقف اللازمة الخطوات والحكومات والمنظمات الأفراد جمٌع ٌتخذ أن -
 .فورا الأحٌائً التنوع فقدان

 .التهدٌدات هذه لخفض الإبتكارٌة بالحلول النهوض -
 الفترة فً إتباعها الواجب طواتالخ بشأن المعنٌة الأطراف بٌن حوار بدء -

 . 2010 لعام التالٌة
 

:الاحتفال في  التدريب مركز مشاركة من الهدف  

التنمٌة وتحقٌق الإحٌائً التنوع فقدان معدلات من الحد إلى التدرٌب مركز ٌهدف  

كافة وتشجٌع والدولً الوطنً المستوى على التوعٌة برامج تكثٌف خلال من المستدامة  

 جادة وخطوات إٌجابٌة سلوكٌات اتخاذ على والأفراد والأهلٌة حكومٌةال القطاعات

 لموارده المستدام للاستخدام والوصول ،الأحٌائً التنوع فقدان لمجابهة لالحلو لإٌجاد

 والتً الأحٌائً للتنوع المتحدة الأمم لاتفاقٌة تنفٌذا  . لمنافعه والمنصف العادل والتقاسم

العالم حول دولة 190 من أكثر علٌها وقعت . 

 

:التدريب مركز مشاركات  

:تدريبية برامج: أولاا   

اللاصفية الأنشطة في الإحيائي التنوع-1  

م2/10/2010 ــ 1 الموافق هـ 23/10/1431 ــ 22 :تاريخه      

   17 :الحضور عدد    

الطبٌعٌة الموارد على للمحافظة التدرٌب مركز :انعقاده مكان     
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:البرنامج أهداف  

 

 المملكة به تتمتع الذي الفرٌد الأحٌائً بالتنوع التعرٌف إلى البرنامج هذا هدفٌ     

 إلى بالإضافة الأحٌائً التنوع هذا تهدد التً بالمخاطر والتوعٌة السعودٌة العربٌة

 ٌحفظه عبدالعزٌز بن عبدالله الملك الشرٌفٌن الحرمٌن خادم حكومة تبذلها التً الجهود

 السعودٌة الهٌئة به تقوم ما خلال من علٌه المحافظة فً لسعودٌةا العربٌة بالمملكة الله

.الفطرٌة والحٌاة البٌئة على للمحافظة جبارة جهود من الفطرٌة للحٌاة  

 على والتعلٌم التربٌة بوزارة اللاصفٌة الأنشطة مشرفات تدرٌب إلى وٌهدف كما   

 بأهمٌة الطالبات توعٌةل وذلك اللاصفٌة الأنشطة فً الأحٌائً التنوع مفاهٌم إدخال

 والحٌاة البٌئة تجاه الفردٌة مسؤولٌتهن وتنمٌة الوطنٌة الثروة هذه على المحافظة

.وشٌق ممتع بأسلوب ذلك ٌتم أن على بالمملكة الفطرٌة  

 

التدريبي للبرنامج المتدربات تقييم نتائج يوضح بياني رسم  
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المتدربات على وزعت التي المطبوعات لبعض صور  

 

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

:توعوية ومحاضرات ندوات: ثانياا   

والتحديات الواقع بين السعودية العربية المملكة في الأحيائي التنوع -1  

م12/4/2010 الموافق هـ27/4/1431 :تاريخها              

   150 :الحاضرات عدد

المنورة المدٌنة ــ طٌبة جامعة :انعقادها مكان  

 



20 
  
 
 

:المحاضرة أهداف  

 

 الأحٌائً بالتنوع ٌحٌط الذي بالتهدٌد الحاضرات تنبٌه إلى المحاضرة هذه تهدف

 م2010 عام إعلان إلى المتحدة الأمم بمنظمة دفع مما به العالمً الاهتمام وتزاٌد

.الأحٌائً للتنوع دولٌة سنة  

 لقٌمته لٌس إلحاحا   البٌئٌة التهدٌدات أكثر لكونه الأحٌائً بالتنوع تمامالاه هذا وٌأتً

 استمرار على المحافظة فً الأساسٌة لأهمٌته بل فقط، المحتملة والتجارٌة الاقتصادٌة

.الأرض كوكب على واستقرارها الحٌاة  

 ةالعربٌ المملكة به تتمتع الذي الفرٌد الأحٌائً بالتنوع التعرٌف إلى تهدف كما

 تبذلها التً الجهود إلى ةبالإضاف التنوع هذا تهدد التً بالمخاطر التوعٌة و السعودٌة

 بالمملكة الله ٌحفظه العزٌز عبد بن الله عبد الملك الشرٌفٌن الحرمٌن خادم حكومة

 للحٌاة السعودٌة الهٌئة به تقوم ما خلال من علٌه المحافظة فً السعودٌة العربٌة

.الفطرٌة  
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للندوة الحاضرات تقييم نتائج يوضح بياني رسم  

 

 

 

 

 

الحضور على وزعت التً المطبوعات لبعض صور  
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النموذجية التربية مدراس_  الأحيائي للتنوع العالمي اليوم تفعيل-2  

م26/5/2010 الموافق هـ12/6/1431 :تاريخها    

  16 :الحاضرات عدد  

البٌئٌة للتوعٌة الزوار مركز :انعقادها مكان    

:الهدف  

 التوعٌة و السعودٌة العربٌة المملكة به تتمتع الذي الفرٌد الأحٌائً بالتنوع التعرٌف

 الحرمٌن خادم حكومة تبذلها التً الجهود إلى ةبالإضاف التنوع هذا تهدد التً بالمخاطر

 فً السعودٌة العربٌة بالمملكة الله ٌحفظه العزٌز عبد بن الله عبد الملك رٌفٌنالش

.الفطرٌة للحٌاة السعودٌة الهٌئة به تقوم ما خلال من علٌه المحافظة  

 

للفعالٌة صور  
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لالعم ورش: ثالثا    

السعودية العربية المملكة في الفطرية والحياة الطفل -1  

م25/7/2010 الموافق هـ13/8/1431 :هاتاريخ           

   46 :الحضور عدد  

 الرئٌسً المركز( " الطفل مكتبة)  العامة عبدالعزٌز الملك مكتبة :انعقادها مكان       

" بالروضة  

:الهدف من ورشة العمل  

 ٌجذب ترفٌهً بأسلوب الفطرٌة الحٌاة وأشكال البٌئة بمفاهٌم الأطفال توعٌة (1
 .نهمم المستهدفة الفئات

 من ٌعزز مما العمل، ورش أعمال فً المستهدفة الفئة أفراد جمٌع مشاركة (2
 .  أكبر بشكل المطروحة للمعلومة فهمهم

 .قدرته حسب كلا   البٌئة على المحافظة فً الأطفال إشراك (3
 .الفطرٌة الحٌاة مواضٌع فً والكتابة للقراءة الأطفال جذب (4
 ".الهٌئة إصدارات من"  الصغٌر الوضٌحً بمجلة الأطفال تعرٌف (5

 

للفعالٌة صور  
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  الفطرية للحياة السعودية بالهيئة تعريفية حملات:  رابعا  
 

 مكان انعقادها عدد الحاضرات التاريخ

هـ5/6/1431ــ  3  

م19/5/2010ــ 17الموافق  1400 

   الإسلامٌة سعود بن محمد الإمام جامعة

(ءالبطحا فرع)      

هـ10/6/1431ــ 8  

م24/5/2010ــ 22الموافق  جامعة دار العلوم الأهلٌة 300 

 

:الهدف من الحملات  

 على المحافظة فً وجهودهما التدرٌب ومركز الفطرٌة للحٌاة السعودٌة بالهٌئة التعرٌف

 بالمشاكل والتوعٌة علٌها والمحافظة البٌئة حماٌة فً المرأة دور وتأكٌد الأحٌائً التنوع
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 فً والوعً الاهتمام ذلك وغرس الطبٌعٌة الموارد استخدام سوء عن ةالناتج البٌئٌة

.المستقبل أمهات الطالبات نفوس  

 

 صور للحملات
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 التدرٌب مركز مشاركة من المستفٌدات وعدد الفعالٌة نوع ٌوضح بٌانً رسم

م2010 العام خلال الإحٌائً للتنوع الدولٌة بالسنة الاحتفال بتفعٌل  
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IYB Report 

SECTION III 

 

The Saudi Biological Society is an academic organization in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that 

publishes a magazine and a scientific journal (see http://www.saudibiosoc.com) The Society also 

organizes annual Conferences, the latest one was held in May 2011 with the main theme being 

“Biodiversity and Climate Change.” This section is in Arabic and provides information on the 

activities of the Society under the banner of the IYB.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saudibiosoc.com/
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Magazine of the Saudi Biological Society on the occasion of the IYB 
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Special Article on the Biodiversity of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the Society’s 

magazine 
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The Way Forward – the UN Decade on Biodiversity  

The International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has been 

successful in generating awareness about biodiversity and highlighting the need to 

address its loss. The IYB has also provided the necessary impetus in mainstreaming 

biodiversity especially amongst specific stakeholder groups mentioned in this report. 

However, greater efforts are still required in addressing the loss of biodiversity at all 

levels i.e. ecosystems, species and genetic resources. The mainstreaming of biodiversity 

in decision-making and planning remains a challenge. Greater coordination and 

awareness amongst all stakeholders is required to meet this challenge. The declaration 

of the UN Decade on Biodiversity for the period 2011-2020 is therefore a promising step 

to continue these efforts within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as well as in meeting the 

2020 Aichi Targets for Biodiversity.  

 

 


