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Inauguration of Action in China for the 2010 International Year of Biodiversity
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Convention on

Biological Diversity >
2010 aaror
Ref.: SCBD/VOES/AD/DA/MSfA/G69957 22 January 2010
Re: China®s Initiation of the Celebration of the Inter Year of wity

Excellency,

1t was a great pleasure 1o receive the news that China is launching its celebrations of the
International Year of Biodiversity on 26 January 2010 in Beijing. We arc delighted to see the
commitment to the year by one of the Megadiverse countries of the world. Yoo are setting an
example for the entire world, Your launch adds to the momentum that began with launches of the
International Year in Brazil, Germany, Japan, Thailand, India and others.

The celebration of this year by the citizens nf‘ the wnrld iz timely and crucial. As we sce,
the International Year iz being under the “Biodiversity is Life. Biodiversity is
our Life ™ This reminds us not only of the beauty and variety of life, but also of the wvital
impertance of biodiversity for human well-being.

Around lhg world. lu:m-rs and stakeholders will use the opportunity of this year to
neou the hat surr ds them, to realise its importance to our

e
life nru:l T behlg. and to act to conserve it and use it sustainably, while sharing the benefits
with eguity.

The year is both an awareness-rnising opportunity, but also a key moment in the fight for
life on earth. This year, 2010, is the year when the global community will assess the extent to
which the 2010 target has been achieved. We know already that we have not achieved it and that
we will need to prepare ourselves, as a global community for the next round of biodiversity

Hla I—xoe!lency Minister Lhou Shcng:uu.n
of Envir
The ]"Wplc = Republic of Chlnn

Ceo: Ms. Zhang Jieqing
Drirector, Division of 1 Oy
D-:punmeru of Internat onal Cmpqruuun

of China
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