


















Chinese mitten crab (Eriocheir sinensis)

Key features

Description: Grey-green to dark brown crab with long 
walking legs, an approximately hexagonal body up to 75 
mm across, and dense  brown ‘fur’ on the white-tipped 
claws.  Four teeth and deep central notch between the 
eyes and four large teeth behind each eye.
Habitat: Rivers and estuaries, occurring from the shore to 
depths of about 10 m.
Distribution: Well established in Thames and its 
tributaries, with occurrences in Humber, Medway, Ouse 
and Tyne catchments and other scattered records; in 
Ireland since 2005.  Origin in south-east Asia. 
Seasonal changes: Late summer/autumn migration 
down rivers to gather in estuaries to breed; over winter, 
females remain in lower estuary carrying developing eggs 
which hatch in spring; juveniles migrate back up river.

Dense ‘fur’
on claws

A crab

Distinguished by conspicuous ‘fur’ on claws: near-
hexagonal body shape (thus narrowing slightly towards 
front); 4+4+4 pattern of teeth around front end of body.

Images: Phil Crabb/Natural History Museum
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Scale 50 mm

For more information visit the non-native species information portal www.nonnativespecies.org
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Reporting sightings and further information
Further information
Further information and the most current distribution maps 
are available at the GB Non-native Species Information 
Portal: www.nonnativespecies.org
See also: www.marlin.ac.uk/marine_aliens  

Reporting sightings
Please report any sightings (location and date) of the 
species in the guide to: www.marlin.ac.uk/rml

All sightings of marine non-native species are checked and 
sent to the GB Non-native Species Information Portal.




