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GLOBAL TAXONOMY INITIATIVE
I. INTRODUCTION

1. The members of Coordination Mechanism (CM) for the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI) met in room 0.174 of the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety in Bonn, Germany, on 31 May 2008 following an invitation by the Executive Secretary through Notification communicated on 16 April 2008. The list of participants to the meeting is attached as Annex 1. The agenda as adopted by the meeting is attached as Annex 2. This report summarizes the substantive discussions at the meeting and the accepted action items.
2. The meeting was opened at 10.30 am on 31 May 2008, and was chaired by Christoph Häuser of Germany. The agenda and the participants were as attached in the annexes to this document. The meeting closed at 4:30 pm.
II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
3. The agenda was adopted as attached in Annex 1 to this document.
III. FUNDING ISSUES

4. An update and progress report on the status of the special fund for the Global Taxonomy Initiative was presented by BioNET-INTERNATIONAL. It was stressed that following the provisions of the relevant COP decision (VIII/3.), the fund will be established outside the auspices of the CBD in order to avoid drawing on already limited resources. 
5. Under the leadership of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, an Interim Steering Committee (ISC) chaired by Alfred Oteng-Yeboah from Ghana has been established for the special fund. The ISC has developed concept notes and a draft document for the special fund, and is in the process of identifying potential donors and funding sources under a private-public partnership model, focusing first on the private sector and user communities in addition to public funding sources. 
6. A draft White Paper describing the background and need for establishing the special fund was circulated to the CM members and BioNET-INTERNATIONAL requested for comments. The BiONET-INTERNATIONAL also informed that the ISC will report on progress about further developments on the establishment of the special fund to the CM informed.
7. The Global Environment Facility (GEF) introduced and explained the current Resource Allocation Framework (GEF-4) and the necessity of endorsement of this framework by national governments and the GEF focal point prior to the allocation of GEF funds.
8. The CM suggested that the GEF may come on board with the new special fund for the GTI mentioned in the paragraph 4-6 above, as the GEF reported in the UNEP/CBD/COP9/INF33, in which numbers of projects related to taxonomy were indicated.  It is reasonable that the GEF will take part to make the fund operational.
9. To develop useful taxonomic information for the implementation of the CBD, the CM members stressed that further addressing the needs of career incubation and job creation for young taxonomists is essential to generate information and to facilitate the process of information sharing. In addition, the GEF-4 Resource Allocation Framework does not include such capacity building in human resources.  The CM members stressed that the current Resource Allocation Framework does not facilitate progress on implementation of the Programme of Work for the GTI.
10. The GEF explained that stand-alone taxonomy projects would be difficult to support. However, capacity building for projects that require taxonomic information is feasible. Nationally, the GEF can support projects which are relevant to Protected Areas, sustainable use of biodiversity, mainstreaming biodiversity in productive landscape and safeguarding biodiversity, which includes invasive alien species and Access and Benefit Sharing. UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/33 shows the scope for replication, but projects would be feasible at national level. At COP9, the guidance was made by the Parties as mentioned in UNEP/CBD/COP/9/31.  The Council of the GEF is requested to improve the project information system including data sets and web-based data tools, to increase the accessibility of project information, and to allow for better tracking against the guidance from the Conference of the Parties (COP). With this mandate, collection of information on biodiversity in Protected Areas or sharing taxonomic information relevant to the priority areas listed in annex 1 to decision IX/31.
11. The Chair and the CM members mentioned to the GEF that the GTI CM can provide informal advice to the countries applying the GEF funds, taking into account the suggestions made by the GEF regarding decision IX/31.
12. The CM members stressed that the taxonomic capacity building proposal may not be funded under the Resource Allocation Framework for GEF-4, and this could be a hindrance for the implementation of the Programme of Work for the GTI.
13. For further communication with the GEF and the Parties, the GTI CM agreed to develop a white paper on the taxonomy projects for the relevant organisations including the GEF and the Parties to consider the funding issue on the GTI. It was agreed that the follow-up for this process would be made electronically by exchanging e-mails as some of the GTI CM members were absent at this meeting.
IV. REVIEWING DECISION IX/22
14.  In decision IX/22 paragraph 7, the Executive Secretary is requested to develop, in consultation with the Coordination Mechanism, planned activities on island biodiversity and protected areas for the Programme of Work for the GTI. 
15. Regarding paragraph 7 of decision IX/22 the Chair of the CM pointed that the annex 1 to decision VIII/3 contained the planned activities for (i) mountain biodiversity; (ii) invasive alien species, (iii) protected areas and (iv) island biodiversity. The Chair of the CM added that listing of outputs might be required to address the plans in these four activities in annex 1 to decision VIII/3.
16. The CM members expressed the view that the task of deciding more detailed activities and outputs may require a special workshop or drafting meeting for the GTI with dedicated experts and users of taxonomic information in the suggested thematic areas and cross-cutting issues.  The members suggested proactive engagement for this task among the members.
17. The Chair of the CM explained about the outcome-oriented deliverables for the programme of work of the GTI adopted by COP9 (decision IX/22) and encouraged CM members to take the lead as liaisons to monitor progress towards implementation and to report to the Secretariat. 
18. The Chair also mentioned that the Executive Secretary was requested by the COP in decision VIII/3 paragraph 15 to convene project development seminars.  This is still a pending issue.
19. The CM members agreed to try to seek out additional resources outside of the budget of the Secretariat of the CBD to co-sponsor or host such a workshop or seminar, possibly with the support of interested taxonomic institutions.
V. GLOBAL TAXONOMIC NEEDS ASSESSMENT

20. The Chair reported about the progress on the global taxonomic capacity assessment undertaken by the German GTI National Focal Point. The assessment will provide baseline data about the relative state of taxonomic knowledge on biodiversity for all countries and some protected areas. The Chair thanked the CM members for their valuable input to the assessment. The Chair commented that this assessment provides the basis for a comprehensive global taxonomic needs assessment as called for under the planned activity 3 of the Programme of Work for the GTI.
21.  BioNET-INTERNATIONAL reported on the first global taxonomic needs assessment for invasive species management. The result of the assessment by BioNET INTERNATIONAL was published by the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP). 
VI. ACCESS AND BENEFIT SHARING (ABS)
22. The CM members expressed that the GTI CM needs to be involved in the discussion of international regimes for access and benefit-sharing in the context of the inventory of biodiversity as indicated in the programme of work for the GTI.
VIII. OTHER MATTERS
23. The Chair reported about the pre-COP9 scientific conference "Biodiversity Research - Safeguarding the Future" which took place in Bonn, Germany, 12 – 16 May 2008, with support from DIVERSITAS, the International Union of Biological Sciences (IUBS), the German Science Foundation (DFG), Bonn University, and local organizers. The conference was focused on three topics (Acceleration of Biodiversity Inventories and Assessments, Biodiversity – function and uses, and Observing and Analyzing Biodiversity change. 2010 and beyond).  The Opening Ceremony was attended by the Executive Secretary and other representatives of the CBD Secretariat. Throughout the meeting the importance of increased input from the scientific community, including taxonomy, was emphasized for progressing with the process of the CBD, and new ways of interfacing biodiversity research and CBD meetings were considered. The outcomes and recommendations of the conference were made available to COP9 delegations in the information document UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/51.
24. It was suggested that the GTI CM could be involved in the process of preparation of pre-session documents by reading its draft so that the CM members can stand ready to take the upcoming tasks prior to the CBD meetings. The suggestion was welcomed by the CM members, and members offered their availability to provide comments when called upon by the Secretariat
25. The CM members agreed that the Coordination Mechanism should be involved and take a role in new efforts to improve scientific input into CBD related processes, such as following up on the International Mechanism Of Scientific Expertise on Biodiversity (IMoSEB) and possible plans for organizing scientific conferences or workshops back-to-back with future meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) or COP.
26. The CM members suggested that the next meeting of GTI CM needs to be scheduled as soon as is feasible. The Chair of the CM pointed out that it should take into account the calendar of the CBD meetings for 2008/2009, particularly with regard to the date of SBSTTA14.
27. It was suggested to plan the ninth meeting of the CM in the margins of SBSTTA14. Further coordination regarding the date and venue is required.
28. The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm
Annex 1I
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

The following individuals participated in the meeting of the GTI Coordination Mechanism. The full membership of the Coordination Mechanism is provided through the GTI portal at http://www.biodiv.org/programmes/crosscutting/taxonomy/about/coordination.shtml.
GTI Coordination Mechanism Members: 
1. Christoph Häuser – Germany (Chair)

State Museum of Natural History. Stuttgart
2. Alfred A. Oteng-Yeboah – Ghana

Deputy Director General

3. Keping Ma – China

Institute of Botany,  Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing
4. Hesiquio Benitez Diaz– Mexico

National Commission for the Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity (CONABIO), Mexico City
5. Lily O. Rodriguez – Peru

Programa Parque Nacional Cordillera Azul, Lima
6. Richard Smith - BioNET International

7. Yoko Watanabe - Global Environment Facility (GEF)
8. Leonard Hirsch - Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., USA
9. Joel Cracraft - DIVERSITAS

American Museum of Natural History, New York
10 Peter Herkenrath- UNEP-WCMC

Observers:

11. Leng Guan Saw, Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM), Malaysia 
12. Fabian Haas, International Centre for Insect Physiology and Ecology (ICIPE), Nairori, Kenya 
Secretariat of the CBD:
13 Jihyun Lee – Programme Officer (coastal and marine biodiversity, ecosystem approach) 
14. Sarat Babu Gidda – Programme Officer (protected areas, mountain biodiversity)
15. Junko Shimura- Programme Officer (taxonomy, invasive alien species)

Annex 2
Agenda for the eighth meeting of the Global Taxonomy Initiative 

Coordination Mechanism
31 May 2008

Room 0.174 of the Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
 Bonn, Germany

10:30
   Open of the meeting

1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Funding Issues.

3. Reviewing the COP9 decision(s).

13:00
Lunch


14:00
4. Global Taxonomy Needs Assessment
5. Access and Benefit-sharing (ABS)
6. Other matters.


17:00
7. Closure of the meeting.

_1317019306

