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Pl ease provide summary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on material which
was used as a basis for the report

This report was conpiled by the Project Manager of the National Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), while the NBSAP stocktaki ng process was
underway during the latter half of 2003. Al responses in the report refer to
progress made up to the end of 2003.

Sources of information included various Annual Reports, State of the

Envi ronnment Reports, strategy and policy docunments, pieces of |egislation and
m nutes of meetings. Many of these docunents are avail able on the SA
Government Web-site (www. gov.za), and the web-sites of the Departnent of
Environnental Affairs and Tourism (ww. deat. gov.za), Department of Water
Affairs and Forestry (www. dwaf.gov.za), South African National Parks

(www. par ks-sa. co. za), National Botanical Institute (wwv nbi.ac.za), and other
rel ated |inks.

More subjective questions were conpleted through a process of discussion and
revi ew, between a nunber of officials in the Departnment of Environnental
Affairs and Tourism particularly those responsible for Biodiversity
Conservation, Sustainable Use, Access and Benefit Sharing, Biosafety,

Envi ronnent al | npact Assessment, Invasive Alien Species, Wtlands and Marine
and Coastal Managenent.

The report was distributed to a number of stakehol ders for feedback and
verification, including the Departnents of Water Affairs and Forestry,
Agriculture and Sci ence and Technol ogy; South African National Parks; the
Nati onal Botanical Institute and non-governmental organisations such as the
Endangered Wldlife Trust.

The conpl eted report was approved by the Director General of the Departnent
of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

Pl ease provide information on any particular circunstances in your
country that are relevant to understandi ng the answers to the questions
in this report

South Africa, located on the southern tip of Africa, is a megadi verse country
and is regarded as the third nost biologically diverse country in the world,
after Brazil and Indonesia. One of the world's six floral kingdons, the Cape
Floral Kingdom is found entirely within the borders of the country. The only
arid hotspot in the world, the Succul ent Karoo Hotspot, is located in South
Africa. Eight biomes are found in South Africa: Forest, Savanna, G assland,
Subt ropi cal Thi cket, Succul ent Karoo, Nama Karoo, Fynbos and a snall area of
Desert.

South Africa has a population of close to 45 mllion (2000 census). The

raci ally segregated system of apartheid, which dom nated politics in South
Africa in the 20'" century, has resulted in South Africa being one of the nost
unequal countries in the world. South Africa has a small mnority of wealthy
people, while the najority is poor, with inadequate access to | and and ot her
resources.

Sout h Africa has undergone profound socio-political changes over the past
decade, with the end of apartheid and the election of the new denocratic
government in 1994. This process has included the devel opment of a new
Constitution, new policy and | egislation covering every sphere of governance,
transformed institutions, nine new provinces and provincial |egislatures, and
redrawn boundaries and responsibilities for local municipalities. Redress,
redi stribution of resources and poverty eradication are very inportant
priorities of the government. Sustainable devel opnent is also an inportant
consi derati on. Conservation and sustai nable use of biodiversity is therefore
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i nportant, but nust be seen in the context of the need for poverty
alleviation and rights of access to water, housing, education and health
services. Ensuring that all citizens have equitable access to natura
resources, education and health care is a major focus of the new government.

The Constitution of South Africa (Act 108 of 1996) established three spheres
of governnent: national, provincial and local. National parks, nationa

bot ani ¢ gardens, water, forests, and fisheries are national conpetencies,
whi |l e nature conservati on and environnental managenent are concurrent

nati onal and provincial conpetencies. The Constitution sets up a system of
co-operative governance and entrenches the right of citizens to information
and to participate in decisions on matters affecting their |ives.

South Africa signed the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1993 and
ratified it in 1995. The objectives of the CBD are inplenmented by a nunber of
rol epl ayers, including various Directorates of the Departnent of

Environnental Affairs and Tourism Departnent of Water Affairs and Forestry,
Nati onal Departnent of Agriculture, Department of Science and Technol ogy,
South African National Parks, National Botanical Institute, provincial
departments responsi ble for conservation and provinci al agencies such as the
West ern Cape Nature Conservation Board, Linpopo Parks Board, Munal anga Parks
Board and North West Parks Board. South Africa has a nunber of very active
non governnental organi sations (NGOs) which focus on biodiversity.

The process of rewiting |egislation began even before 1994 and is stil

ongoi ng. Policy governing biological diversity was devel oped, with ful

public participation, in 1997. The National Environmental Managenent:

Bi odi versity Bill and National Environnmental Managenent: Protected Areas Bill
were pronul gated in early 2004. The legislation is to be followed by a
process to devel op Regul ations on matters such as Threat ened Speci es,

I nvasi ve Alien Species and Bi oprospecti ng.

The socio-political context of South Africa and the decade of rapid change
described briefly above, therefore inforns this 2" National Report to the
CBD.
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The COP has established progranmes of work that respond to a nunber of
Articles. Please identify the relative priority accorded to each thene
and the adequacy of resources. This will allow subsequent information on
i mpl enentati on of each Article to be put into context. There are other
questions on inplenmentation of the programres of work at the end of
t hese gui del i nes.

I nl and wat er ecosystens

1. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work programe in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate X

c) Limting

d) Severely limting

Mari ne and coastal biological diversity

3. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programre in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

4. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nmade?

a) Good X

b) Adequate

c) Linmting

d) Severely limting

Agricul tural biological diversity

5. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work progranmme in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

6. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate X

c) Limting




d) Severely limting

Forest biological diversity
7. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work progranmme in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

8. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for
reconmendat i ons made?

neeting the obligations and

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Linmting

d) Severely limting

Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands
9. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programre in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

10. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for
reconmendat i ons nmade?

neeting the obligations and

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely limting




Further comments on work progranmes and priorities

South Africa is nostly sem -arid, with a nean annual rainfall of 450 mm
wel | bel ow t he gl obal average. Droughts are common. Freshwater is the nost
limting natural resource and nost inland river systens and wetl ands have
been transf orned.

I nl and Water Ecosystens are the responsibility of the Departnent of Water
Affairs and Forestry. Freshwater systenms are intensively managed in South
Africa. The Water Act (Act 36 of 1998) requires Catchnment Managenent
Agenci es to devel op Catchnent Managenment Pl ans. The Act al so establishes
t he Reserve, including the Ecol ogi cal Reserve, in order to meet basic
human needs and the ecol ogical requirements of freshwater ecosystens.
Consi derabl e resources are made avail able to research and nmonitoring
progranmes, such as the Rivers Health Programme and the Freshwater
Conservati on Assessment. A nunber of poverty relief and public works
programes have been established to rehabilitate inland water systemns,
such as Working for Water and Working for Wetlands. These job creation and
capacity building programmes focus on the poorest sectors of society.

South Africa has a long (3000 km) coastline and nmarine and coasta
bi odi versity is high. The fisheries industry is a significant contributor
to Gross Donestic Product and enpl oyment.

The Branch: Marine and Coastal Managenent of the Departnent of

Envi ronnmental Affairs and Tourism has introduced a revised quota system
for fisheries, which sets catch |imts according to scientific assessnent
of the resource, while ensuring nore equitable access by historically

di sadvant aged comunities. A number of fisheries-related policies have
been devel oped, such as on abal one, octopus and recreational fishing. In
December 2001 regul ati ons were pronul gated limting vehicul ar access to
beaches. Mrre than 50 Marine Protected Areas have been established, in
ternms of section 43 of the Marine Living Resources Act (Act 18 of 1998). A
programe is underway to expand the number and extent of Marine Protected
Areas, with a target of 20% of the coastline by 2010. However, despite

t hese gai ns, human and financial resources are linmted and poaching is a
problem in terns of both deepwater fisheries and coastal species such as
crayfish (rock | obster) and abal one.

More than 80% of the surface area of South Africa is zoned for
agricultural use. Much of this is in private hands and is used for

ext ensi ve ranching of cattle, sheep and goats. Although the relative
contribution of Agriculture to the econony has declined in recent decades,
the sector is very inportant for enployment in rural areas as well as for
subsi stence livelihoods. Range and soil degradation is a serious concern
across nuch of South Africa.

Agricultural biodiversity is the responsibility of the National Depart ment
of Agriculture and nine provincial departnents. The LandCare progranmne
seeks to address | and degradati on concerns and build capacity for adaptive
| and nanagenment. A reduction of certain subsidies to agriculture since
1994, whi ch previously encouraged unsustai nable stock | evels and
agriculture on marginal land, has led to an increase in game farm ng
(ranching with indigenous antel ope). The Agricultural Research Counci
conducts research and maintains collections of agriculturally inportant

i nvertebrates, including pollinators, beetles, nmites and spiders. However,
human and financial resources are linmted. Mcrobial and fungal genetic
resources are under-researched. Additional resources are also required for
ext ensi on services, capacity building and support to historically

di sadvant aged conmuni ties.

Natural forests cover |less than 1% of the |land surface of South Africa, or
534 000 hectares. Exotic tree plantations (mainly pine, eucal yptus and
wattl e species) supply much of South Africa's tinber, pulp and tannin
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requirenents.

Natural forests are generally considered adequately protected. Although an
estimted 30% of forests (mainly coastal forests) were lost by the end of
the 20'" century due to clearance for agriculture and human settlenments, as
wel | as tinber extraction (nostly during the 19" century), about 60% of
forest ecosystenms are currently protected, including State Forests.
However, forests are highly fragmented and isol ated and several endangered
speci es such as the Samango Monkey and Cape Parrot require close

noni toring. Sone forest types (especially scarp, coastal and nmangrove
forests) are still under pressure fromresource use and devel opnent. The
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has drawn up a new list of trees
to be protected under the National Forests Act of 1998 and initiated an
assessment of national policy and |egislation on woodl and managenent. A
Nati onal Forest Inventory has mapped all forest fragnents |larger than 5
hectares. This information will be linked to an electronic infornation
system A conprehensive progranme for participatory forest managemnent,
enconpassi ng both natural forest and plantations, has been initiated.

Most of South Africa falls within sem -arid and sub-hum d zones, with
ext ensi ve shrubl and, grassland and savanna ecosystens. These biones are
heavily i nmpacted on by habitat conversion for agriculture and urban
devel opnent, as well as encroachment by invasive alien species. Land
degradation, particularly in overcrowded comrunal areas is a serious
concern, as loss of productivity inmpacts on people’ s livelihoods.

South Africa signed the Convention to Conbat Desertification in 1995,
ratified it in 1997 and devel oped a National Action Programre in 2003.
Al t hough savanna i s considered adequately represented in the Protected
Area system and supports a significant wildlife-based tourismindustry,
the South Africa grasslands bionme is considered to be critically
endangered. Invasive alien species is the greatest threat to biol ogica
diversity in South Africa, after habitat conversion. Considerable
resources have been made available in recent years to renove invasive
alien plants and one nmillion hectares have been cleared. However, at the
current rate it will take many decades to clear invasive alien plants and
nore resources are needed for follow up clearing and rehabilitation.




Article 5 Cooperation

11. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

12. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Since political transformation in 1994, South Africa has placed a high
priority on re-establishing relationships with the international comunity
and has nmmde consi derabl e resources avail able to host a number of inportant

i nternational neetings, such as the United Nations Wrld Sumit on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment (Johannesburg, 2002) and the W rld Conservation Union
Worl d Par ks Congress (Durban, 2003). South Africa played an inportant role in
the establishment of the African Union, and is a key proponent of the New
Partnership for Africa' s Devel opnent, which includes an Environnment

progr ame.

13. I's your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond
national jurisdiction for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
di versity?

a) bilateral cooperation (please give details bel ow)

b) international programmes (please give details bel ow)

c) international agreenents (please give details bel ow)

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

14. Has your country devel oped effective cooperation for the sustainabl e managenent of
transboundary wat ersheds, catchnments, river basins and m gratory species through
bilateral and multil ateral agreenments?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow) X
d) not applicable

Deci sion 1V/15. The relationship of the CBD with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, other international agreenents,
institutions and processes or rel evance

15. Has your country devel oped managenent practices for transboundary protected areas?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow) X
d) not rel evant




Deci sion V/21. Co-operation with other bodies

16. Has your country collaborated with the International Biodiversity Ooservation Year
of DI VERSI TAS, and ensured conpl enentarity with the initiative foreseen to be
undertaken by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity to increase scientific

know edge and public awareness of the crucial role of biodiversity for sustainable
devel opnent ?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Deci sion V/27. Contribution of the Convention on Biological Diversity
to the ten-year review of progress achieved since the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent

17. I's your country planning to highlight and enphasi ze bi ol ogi cal diversity
considerations in its contribution to the ten-year review of progress since the Earth
Summi t ?

a) no

b) yes X

Further conmments on inplementation of this Article

13.

a. Bilateral co-operation: South Africa has established a cl ose working
relationship with all her neighbouring countries in southern Africa,
nanel y Nam bi a, Botswana, Zi nbabwe, Mzanbi que, Lesotho and Swazil and.
South African National Parks and the Chief Directorate: Protected Areas
and Transfrontier Parks of the Departnment of Environmental Affairs and
Touri sm have established a nunmber of Transfrontier Conservation Areas
(TFCAs) with these countries. Several joint nanagement institutions and
pl ans have been drawn up, while others are in progress. The progranmme
i ncl udes renoval of fences to open up migratory routes, translocation
of large mamal s, including el ephant, rhinoceros, cheetah and antel ope
and the establishnent of tourismw th comunity involvenment. These are
t he Kgal agadi Transfrontier Park (South Africal/Botswana — bil ateral
agreenment signed in 1999); the Geat Linpopo Transfrontier Park (South
Africal Zi nhabwe/ Mozanmbi que — joint agreenment signed in 2002); the 'Ai-
I'Ai s/Richtersveld Transfrontier Conservation Park (South Africa/ Nanibia
— treaty signed in 2003); the Maloti-Drakensberg Transfrontier Park and
Devel opnent Area (South Africal/lLesotho — bilateral Menmorandum of
Under st andi ng signed in 2001). OQthers are under negotiation: the
Li npopo- Shashe Transfronti er Conservation Area (South
Af ri cal/ Bot swana/ Zi nhabwe) ; and the Lubonbo Transfrontier Conservation
Area (South Africal/ Swazil and/ Mozanbi que) for which a protocol is in
pl ace.

b. International programes co-operation includes the International
Geospher e/ Bi osphere Progranme; SABONET (Southern African Botani cal
Diversity Network) and the G obal Biodiversity Information Facility
(GBIF). South Africa is a nenber of the Goup of Like-M nded
Megadi verse Countries and co-operates with other nenber countries.

c. International agreenents: South Africa is a nenber of the Southern
African Devel opment Conmunity (SADC) and has signed Protocols on
Wldlife, Water and Forests. South Africa has played an active role in
UN Multil ateral Agreenments, including ClTES, Ransar, CMs5, CBD, CCD,
UNFCCC and ot hers. South Africa played a significant role in the
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devel opnent of the 2002 Johannesburg Plan of Inplenmentation and the
2003 Durban Accord.

14. Significant rivers formthe boundary between South Africa and her

nei ghbours, such as the Orange River (South Africa/Nani bia) and Linpopo River
(South AfricalZi nbabwe). In addition, the Linpopo River flows through

Mozambi que. South Africa’ s biggest and | ongest river, the Orange River has
its source in Lesotho. Certain stretches of these rivers are included in the
Transfrontier Parks and Conservation Areas referred to in 13a above.

15. See 13a above.

16. South Africa is an active participant in the dobal Strategy on Plant
Conservation and the d obal Taxonomy Initiative
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Article 6 General neasures for conservati on and sustai nabl e use

18. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

19. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The process to develop South Africa's National Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan was initiated in May 2003 and is due for conpletion in Cctober
2004. The NBSAP builds on the 1997 policy, Wite Paper on the Conservation
and Sustai nabl e Use of South Africa's Biological Diversity. It should be
noted that although the NBSAP is currently under devel opnent, the politica
transition and changi ng policy environment in South Africa has neant that, in
ef fect, strategies and actions to conserve biodiversity and ensure its
sust ai nabl e use are already far advanced in nmany sectors and nany areas of
the country. For example, South Africa has received d obal Environnent
Facility finance, through the UNDP and the Wrld Bank, to carry out a nunber
of integrated strategies and action plans in priority biones, nanely the
Fynbos, Succul ent Karoo and Subtropical Thicket.

Consi derabl e efforts have been nmade to integrate environmental considerations
into sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programres and policies. In terns of
Section 15(1) of the National Environmental Managenent Act (Act 107 of 1998),
all national departnments whose activities inpact on the environnment —
specifically the Departnents of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Land
Affairs, Agriculture, Housing, Trade and |Industry, Water Affairs and
Forestry, Transport and Defence - and all provinces, are required to devel op
Envi ronnental |nplementation Plans, to be updated every 4 years.

Envi ronnental | npact Assessnents are required in terns of Sections 21, 22 and
26 of the Environnental Conservation Act (Act 73 of 1989). Updated
regul ations are in the process of being drafted.

Pl anni ng policies and | egislation have been fundanentally revised since 1994
and require an integrated and participatory approach to spatial planning and
| ocal economi c devel oprment. Local governnent is required to devel op

I ntegrated Devel opnent Plans that include environnmental considerations.
However, capacity and resources in many |local nunicipalities, other than the
| arger urban netros, is severely linmting and biodiversity concerns have not
been adequately addressed. Several of the larger netropolitan councils have
conpl eted State of the Environnent Reports, and have devel oped strategies for
bi odi versity conservation, notably the City of Cape Town.

The | egi sl ati on noted above deals with the environnent in the broad sense and
does not focus on biodiversity in particular. Due to capacity linitations,
the Il egislation has not yet been fully inplemented, particularly at

provi ncial and | ocal spheres of government.

The National Environnmental Managenent: Biodiversity Bill of 2004 is focussed
nore specifically on biological diversity. Chapter 3 of the Bill calls for

t he devel opnent of a National Biodiversity Framework and a series of

provi nci al and bi oregi onal plans. The inplementation of this legislation wll
greatly assist with integration of biodiversity considerations into sectora
pl ans, progranmes and policies, especially devel opnent planning at provincial
and | ocal |evel.
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20. What is the status of your national biodiversity strategy (6a)?

a)

none

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d)

conpl et ed1

e)

conpl eted and adopt ed2

f)

reports on inplenmentation avail abl e

21. What is the status of your national biodiversity action plan (6a)?

a)

none

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d)

conpl et ed2

e)

conpl eted and adopt ed2

f)

reports on inplenentati on avail abl e

22. Do
(6a)?

your national strategies and action plans cover all articles of

t he Conventi on

a)

sone articles only

b)

nost articles

c)

all articles

1/ Please provide information requested at the end of these guidelines
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23. Do your nationa

activities (6b)?

strategi es and action plans cover integration of other sectora

a) no

b) sone sectors

c) all major sectors X
d) all sectors

Decision I1/7 and Decision |11/9 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8

24. 1s action being taken to exchange information and share experi ence on the national

action planning process with other Contracting Parties?

a)

little or no action

b)

sharing of strategies, plans and/or case-studies

X

c)

regi onal neetings

X

25. Do al

cooper ation conponent ?

of your country’s strategies and action plans include an internationa

a)

no

b)

yes

26. Are your country’s strategies and action plans coordinated with those of
nei ghbouri ng countries?

a)

no

b)

bilateral /multilateral discussions under way

c)

coordinated in sone areas/thenes

d)

fully coordinated

e)

not applicable

27. Has your country set neasurable targets within its strategies and acti on pl ans?

a)

no

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel oprment

d)

progranme in place

e)

reports on inplenentati on avail abl e

If a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

28. Has your country received support fromthe financia

of its national strategy and action plan?

mechani sm for the preparation

a) no
b) yes X
If yes, which was the |nplenenting Agency (UNDP/ UNEP/ Wor| d Bank) ? UNDP
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Decisions I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

29. Are the national focal points for the CBD and the conpetent authorities of the
Ramsar Convention, Bonn Convention and Cl TES cooperating in the inplenmentation of
these conventions to avoid duplication?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

Further conmments on inplementation of this Article

26. A progranme is underway, managed by the SADC (Southern African
Devel opnent Community) office in Gaborone, Botswana, to devel op a Regi onal
Bi odi versity Strategy.

29. The national focal points and/or competent authorities for the Ranmsar
Conventi on, Bonn Convention, Convention on Mgratory Species and CI TES are
all located within the Chief Directorate: Biodiversity and Heritage of the
Depart ment of Environnmental Affairs and Tourism This presents considerable
opportunities for co-operation and co-ordination. The focal point for CBDis
t he Department of Environnmental Affairs and Tourism
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Article 7 ldentification and nonitoring

30. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

31. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) CGood b) Adequate c) Linmting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources
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South Africa has fairly well devel oped research progranmes underway for
identification and nonitoring of components of biological diversity,
particularly for higher order plants and vertebrates. However, the roles and
responsi bilities of various governnent departments with overl appi ng
responsibilities have yet to be clearly defined. Mst inmportantly, governmnent
resources are limted and funding for such research fromthe central fiscus
has declined in recent years, due to a necessary focus on social spending.
Many identification and nonitoring programes are financed by donors, the
private sector and/or NGOs, including the 2003 update of the South African
Mamral Red Data Book, conpiled by the Endangered Wldlife Trust
(wwwv. ewt . org. za) and the Conservation Breeding Specialist Goup (CBSG South
Africa. A national Red Data Book for birds was compiled by BirdLi fe South
Africa in 2000. Progranmmes such as the Southern African Bird Atlas, Southern
African Frog Atlas and South African Protea Atlas, involve volunteers and
speci al interest groups and encourage the involvenment of the general public.
A report entitled State of Biodiversity in South Africa 2002 was published by
t he Endangered WIldlife Trust together with WAF-South Africa in 2002.

Chapter 4 of the National Environnental Munagenent: Biodiversity Bill, to be
promul gated in 2004, lays the foundation for establishing a national system
for assessing species’ status and assigning categories of threat in order to
conpile a National List of Threatened Species. Wilst resources to undertake
this remain limted and the nethodol ogy is not yet defined, the foundations
exist in national legislation to develop these lists as the basis for

i dentifying and nonitoring species of national inmportance and conservation
concern.

Limting factors include the uncoordinated nature of the identification and
noni toring programes, the |lack of organisation and sharing of the data
collected, limted funding to undertake regul ar, coordinated data collection
nmoni toring and assessnent programres and an agi ng cohort of taxonom sts and
bi osystemati cs experts. There is a pressing need to ensure coordi hati on and
cooperation and to train and mentor young energing scientists. Resources are
particularly Iimting for identification and nonitoring programres for

i nvertebrates, |ower order plants, mcrobes and fungi. SAFRINET, the SADC

wi de sout hern African subregional network of Bi oNET-International, the d oba
Net wor k for Taxonony (ww. bionet-intl.org), was established in 1996 to help
to overcone this lack of capacity. However, SAFRI NET has been unable to raise
the funds required to inplenent the necessary capacity buil di ng programes.

Identification and nonitoring programmes in South Africa are starting to nove
away fromthe limted approach which dom nated conservation research and

pl anning in recent decades, which tended to focus on larger charismatic
species. Increasingly, nmonitoring is being carried out at the | evel of biones
and ecosystens, and focuses on process as well as pattern, to ensure
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity in the face of risk and
uncertainty due to climate change. It is anticipated that this approach will
ensure nore effective integration of biodiversity concerns with | and use

pl anning and will deal nore effectively with the primary threat to

bi odi versity, namely | oss of habitat through | and use change. It has been
found that the species nonitoring programes currently in place are

i nadequate for strategic conservation planning at a national and bi oregi ona
scal e and such data is at too course a scale to be useful for |ocal planning.
Nevert hel ess, this does not inply that the species-based approach no | onger
has a place, rather that a coordi nated and well-resourced national system
needs to be inplemented, which nonitors threatened species as well as key

i ndi cator species across all biones.




17

32. Does your country have an ongoing i nventory programe at species |evel (7a)?
a) mniml activity
b) for key groups (such as threatened or endenic species) or X
i ndi cators
c) for a range of mmjor groups
d) for a conprehensive range of species
33. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at ecosystem|level (7a)?
a) mninmal activity
b) for ecosystems of particular interest only
c) for major ecosystens
d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens X
34. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at genetic |evel (7a)?
a) mninmal activity
b) m nor programe in sone sectors X
C) mmjor programme in some sectors
d) mmjor programme in all relevant sectors
35. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at species |level (7a)?
a) mninmal activity
b) for key groups (such as threatened or endenic species) or X
i ndi cat ors
c) for a range of mmjor groups
d) for a conprehensive range of species
36. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programmes at ecosystem |l evel (7b)?
a) mniml activity
b) for ecosystens of particular interest only X
c) for mmjor ecosystens
d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens
37. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at genetic |evel (7b)?
a) mnimal activity
b) m nor programe in sone sectors X
C) nmmjor programe in sone sectors
d) major progranme in all relevant sectors
38. Has your country identified activities with adverse affects on biodiversity (7c)?
a) limted understanding
b) threats well known in sone areas, not in others
c) nost threats known, sone gaps in know edge X
d) conprehensi ve under st andi ng
e) reports avail able X
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39. I's your country nonitoring these activities and their effects (7c)?

a) no

b) early stages of progranme devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of programe devel oprment

d) programme in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

40. Does your country coordinate information collection and managenent at the national
| evel (7d)?

a) no

b) early stages of progranme devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of programe devel oprment

d) programme in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

Decision I11/10 ldentification, nmonitoring and assessnent

41. Has your country identified national indicators of biodiversity?

a) no

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway X

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow)

42. |'s your country using rapid assessnent and renote sensing techni ques?

a) no

b) assessing opportunities

c) yes, to alimted extent

d) yes, to a mmjor extent X

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

43. Has your country adopted a “step-by-step” approach to inplenenting Article 7 with
initial enphasis on identification of biodiversity conponents (7a) and activities
havi ng adverse effects on them (7c)?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes X

44. | s your country cooperating with other Contracting Parties on pilot projects to
denonstrate the use of assessment and indicator nethodol ogi es?

a) no

b) yes (if so give details bel ow) X

45. Has your country prepared any reports of experience with application of assessment
nmet hodol ogi es and nade these available to other Contracting Parties?

a) no

b) yes X
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46. | s your country seeking to make taxonomi c information held in its collections nore
wi del y avail abl e?

a) no relevant collections

b) no action

c) yes (if so, please give details bel ow) X

Decision V/7. ldentification, nonitoring and assessnent, and indicators

47. |'s your country actively involved in co-operating with other countries in your
region in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnent?

a) no
b) limted co-operation
c) extensive co-operation on sone issues X

d) extensive co-operation on a wi de range of issues

48. Has your country made avail abl e case studi es concerning the devel opment and
i mpl enentati on of assessnent, nonitoring and indicator programes?

a) no

b) yes - sent to the Secretariat

c) yes — through the national CHM

d) yes — other neans (please specify) X

49. | s your country assisting other Parties to increase their capacity to devel op
i ndi cator and nonitoring progranmes?

a) no

b) providing training X

c) providing direct support

d) sharing experience X

e) other (please describe)

Further conmments on inplementation of this Article

32. Inventory progranmes at species |level: Species inventory progranmes are
initiated and carried out by a range of rol eplayers, including nationa
agenci es such as the National Botanical Institute, national and provincial
conservation authorities, universities, museuns, herbaria, Agricultura
Research Council| gene bank and non-governnmental organisations. South Africa
has species lists and collections of beetles, spiders, nites, freshwater and
mari ne fish, anphibians, reptiles, birds, manmals, and major plant orders.
The plant reference collection in Pretoria is the fourth largest in the

sout hern hem sphere. Neverthel ess, nany of these collections and institutions
are facing financial pressures, and conprehensive, spatially referenced

i nventories for many taxonom c groups are either inadequate or | acking.

33. Inventory progranme at ecosystemlevel: The South African Vegetation Map
was updated by the National Botanical Institute in 2003. This map defines and
maps, as a scale of 1:250 000, over 430 distinct vegetation units — which
nmakes it probably the nost detail ed ecosysteminventory in the world outside
of Western Europe.

Assessnents have been carried out in priority areas for bionmes such as
Fynbos, Succul ent Karoo and Subtropical Thicket during the past five years. A
t horough inventory of Freshwater ecosystens and Forest and Wodl and
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ecosystens is currently being carried out by the Departnent of Water Affairs
and Forestry, while an inventory and assessnent of Estuarine Ecosystens has
been carried out by the Marine and Coastal Managenent Branch of the

Depart ment of Environnental Affairs and Tourism An inventory of G asslands,
particularly high altitude npoist grasslands has been carried out by the
Ekangal a Grassland Trust, a collaboration between non governnent al

organi sations, scientists and several provincial government departments.

34. Inventory progranme at genetic |level: Several projects based at

uni versities and non-governnental organisations have been carried out for
certain species, particularly threatened species. These include anong others
Cheetah, WId dog, Cape Mountain Zebra, Addo el ephants, Roan antel ope,
certain birds (including Cape Parrot and Blue, Wattled and Crowned Cranes)
and some small manmals. A conprehensi ve bi oprospecting programre has been
initiated by the Medical Research Council, involving the National Botanica
Institute, the CSIR (Council for Scientific and Industrial Research),

Uni versities of Cape Town, Western Cape, Pretoria and Natal and the
Agricultural Research Council. This does not include genetic inventories,
however, the Darwin Project, based at the National Botanical Institute in
Ki rstenbosch, in association with the Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew, is
devel opi ng a DNA Bank of nore than 2000 indi genous pl ants.

The Agricultural Research Council provides genetic analyses for the
conservation and game farm ng industry, including genetic profiling of

ani mal s, species and popul ations. O particular concern is the avoi dance of
hybri di sati on between closely rel ated species, which are being introduced
into areas outside their normal ranges. Species involved include Blue and
Bl ack W debeest, Burchell’s and Hartman’'s Zebra, Bontebok and Bl esbok, and
Red Hartebeest and Tsessebe.

35. Mnitoring programmes at species level: Due to limted resources, these
focus mainly on Threatened Species and are carried out by NGOs such as the
Endangered Wldlife Trust, BirdLife South Africa and the Botanical Society,
research institutions such as the National Botanical Institute and

uni versity-1inked research programes such as the Avian Denpgraphy Unit based
at the University of Cape Town. Species nmonitoring is inadequate or absent
for several mmjor faunal groups, such as reptiles and anphi bians, small
mammal s and al nost all invertebrates. Many plant groups need nore attention

Nati onal Red Data Books which have been recently updated include Southern
African Plant Red Data Lists (2002 — selected plants only) and Mamal s (2003
— including both terrestrial and marine species). A project is underway to
update the Southern African Bird Red Data Book in 2004. The Sout hern African
Amphi bi an Red List was recently updated and is in press.

Many species-specific census projects are also regularly undertaken by NGGs,
for example the annual Crane, Oibi and Blue Swall ow counts coordi nated by

t he Endangered WIldlife Trust, the annual CAR counts (Coordi nated Avifauna
Roadcount s) undertaken by the Avian Denography Unit, which nonitors |arge
terrestrial birds such as Cranes, Storks and Bustards on agricultural |and,
and the annual Cape Parrot counts undertaken by the Cape Parrot Wrking G oup
of BirdLife South Africa. A national Cheetah census project is currently
bei ng undertaken by the De WIdt Cheetah and Wldlife Trust, while the South
African National Parks and various provincial conservation agencies regularly
conduct censuses in their parks. Species such as Black and Wite Rhinoceros
and WIld Dogs are carefully nonitored and regularly censused.

Provi nci al conservation authorities are tasked with inplenentati on of Cl TES
and maintain nmonitoring programes of species listed on ClTES Appendi ces.

To counter poaching problens in certain areas, species such as Rhino, Cycads
and Abal one have been tagged with tracing devices.

36. Mnitoring progranmes at ecosystem | evel: Ecosystem Mnitoring and
Research programmes underway in South Africa include the Biota project, the
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M | | enni um Ecosyst em Assessnent, Desert Margins Project, SAFARI 2000, d oba
Terrestrial Observing System (GIOS). A South African Environnental
nservatory Network (SAEON) has been established.

38. Reports on activities with adverse inmpacts on biodiversity have been
conpl eted as part of bioregional assessnents and pl anning for the Fynbos
(clearing for agriculture, urbanisation, coastal devel opnent, afforestation
and invasive alien species), Succulent Karoo (mning, overgrazing, ostrich
farm ng and over-harvesting by plant collectors) and Subtropical Thicket
(clearing for agriculture, urbanisation and overgrazing by goats). These
assessments have generated d S-based maps at a scale of 1:250,000 and at a
finer scale (1:50,000 and 1:10,000) for certain priority areas.

Reasonably accurate information has been conpiled on the adverse inmpacts on
bi odi versity of invasive alien species in general, and invasive alien plants
in particular. This has been done on a spatial basis and also froma systens
and econom ¢ perspecti ve.

A sel ection of available reports includes the follow ng:

South African Country Study on Cimate Change. Plant Biodiversity:
Vul nerability and Adaptation Assessnent. (1999) Cdinmate Change G oup
Nati onal Botanical Institute and Botany Departnment, University of Cape Town.

South African Country Study on Clinmate Change. Vulnerability and Adaptation
Assessnment of South African Animal Taxa to Cimate Change. Departnent of
Zool ogy and Entomol ogy and Centre for Environnental Studies, University of
Pretoria and Institute for Soil, Cdinmate and Water, Agricultural Research
Counci | .

Nat ure Divided. Land degradation in South Africa. (2001) Hoffman, MT. and
Ashwel I, A University of Cape Town Press.

39. Mnitoring of activities and effects: South Africa undertook a Nationa
State of the Environnent Report (SOER) in 1999, a process managed by the CSIR
(Council for Scientific and Industrial Research). Wilst it was planned to
update the SCER on a regul ar basis, a shortage of resources has del ayed

foll owups. A nunber of provinces have conducted SOERs at provincial |evel
based on the national framework, while several netropolitan councils have
conduct ed such assessnments at |ocal government |evel.

40. Coordination of nmonitoring and information collection is currently

i nadequate at the national |evel. Roleplayers include the Departnent of
Environnental Affairs and Tourism (particularly State of the Environment
Reporting and Marine and Coastal Mnagenent), Departnent of Science and
Technol ogy, Departnment of Agriculture and the National Botanical Institute
(NBlI). The NBI is to be transfornmed into the South African Nationa

Bi odi versity Institute, in terms of the 2004 Biodiversity Bill, which will
greatly facilitate a coordi nated national approach

41. The Directorate: Environmental Mnitoring and Reporting of the Depart nment
of Environmental Affairs and Tourismis devel oping a conprehensive set of
indicators for State of the Environnment Reports, in partnership with the
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research. The National Environmental

I ndi cators Programme includes indicators for Inland Waters; Marine, Coasta
and Estuarine; Biodiversity and Natural Heritage; Land Use; Human Wl | - bei ng;
At mosphere and Climate; Waste Managerment and | ntegrated and Environnent al
Managenent .

The Departnent of Water Affairs and Forestry is at an advanced stage of

devel opnent of Criteria Indicators and Standards for Sustainable Forest
Management, with assistance fromthe Department for International Devel opnent
(UK). Pilot testing of criteria, indicators and standards is currently

under way.

42. Rapi d assessnent and renote sensing techni ques have been used for sone
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time in South Africa and the technology is well advanced. The data is
general ly captured in Geographic Information Systems and verified through
ground-truthing and sanpling. Aerial photographs are al so used where

avai |l abl e to assess vegetati on changes over tine. National Vegetation Maps
were updated in 2003, while an update of the 1996 National Land Cover Data,
whi ch indicates the extent of various activities that inpact on natural
vegetation, will be conpleted in 2005.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has nmade use of renobte sensing
and other technology to develop a national inventory (spatial @S and

dat abase of forests) called the National Forest Inventory. This could be used
to some extent to assess change over time due to inpacts.

44. The Southern African Botanical Diversity Network (SABONET) |ed the

devel opnent of the Southern African Red Data Book for Plants, which includes
all the countries of southern Africa. South African scientists are also

col l aborating with other Contracting Parties on projects such as the Biota
project and the M IIennium Ecosystem Assessment .

45. See for exanple: Southern African Plant Red Data Lists (2002). J Gol ding
(Ed). Southern African Botanical Diversity Network Report No. 14, SABONET,
Pretoria; and The State of South Africa’s Species. Conference Proceedi ngs
(2001). G H Verdoorn and J Le Roux (Eds). Endangered WIldlife Trust and

WAF/ Green Trust, Johannesburg.

46. A d obal Biodiversity Information Facility (GBI F) node has been
established at the National Research Foundation. Programres focus on the
establ i shnent of an internet conpatible biodiversity database, electronic
cat al ogui ng of known species, digitisation of data and speci nens, outreach,
training and ensuring accessibility of data.

49. South African taxonom sts have been actively engaged with capacity
building initiatives in Southern Africa. The Southern African Botani cal
Diversity Network (SABONET) has participated in capacity building initiatives
such as the Networking and Capacity Building Initiative for Southern Africa
(NETCAB) Programre, inplenmented by the 1 UCN Regional O fice for Southern
Africa, based in Z nbabwe.
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Decision IV/1 Report and reconmendati ons of the third neeting of SBSTTA

art

50. Has your country carried out a najxlnalltaxononic needs assessnent, and/or held
wor kshops to determ ne national taxonomc priorities?

a) no X

b) early stages of assessnent

c) advanced stages of assessment

d) assessnment conpl et ed
51. Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) action plan in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

52. I's your country maki ng avail abl e appropriate resources to enhance t
of taxonom c information?

he availability

a) no

b) yes, but this does not cover all known needs adequately

c) yes, covering all known needs

53. I's your country encouraging bilateral and nultilateral training and enpl oynent

opportunities for taxononmi sts, particularly those dealing with poorly

known or gani sns?

a) no

b) sone opportunities

c) significant opportunities

X

54. |'s your country investing on a long-termbasis in the devel opnment of appropriate

infrastructure for your national taxonom c collections?

a) no
b) sone i nvest nent X
c) significant investnment
55. I s your country encouragi ng partnershi ps between taxonom c institutions in
devel oped and devel opi ng countri es?
a) no
b) yes — stated policy X

c) yes — systematic national programme

56. Has your country adopted any international agreed |evels of collect

i on housi ng?

a) no

b) under review

c) being inplenmented by sone collections

d) being inplemented by all major collections
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57. Has your country provided training programes in taxonomy?

a) no
b) sone
c) many X

58. Has your country reported on neasures adopted to strengthen national capacity in
taxonomny, to designate national reference centres, and to make informati on housed in
collections available to countries of origin?

a) no X

b) yes — in the previous national report

c) yes — via the clearing-house nmechani sm

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

59. Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biologica
diversity inventories and taxonom c activities are financially and admi nistratively
st abl e?

a) no

b) under revi ew X

c) yes for sone institutions

d) yes for all major institutions

60. Has your country assisted taxononmic institutions to establish consortia to conduct
regi onal projects?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent

d) yes — significant extent X

61. Has your country given special attention to international funding of fellowships
for specialist training abroad or for attracting international experts to national or
regi onal courses?

a) no

b) under revi ew

c) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X

62. Has your country provided programmes for re-training of qualified professionals
novi ng i nto taxonony-related fields?

a) no

b) sone X

c) many
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Deci sion V/9. d obal Taxonony Initiative: Inmplementation and further

advance of the Suggestions for Action

63. Has your country identified its information requirenents in the area of taxonony,

and assessed its national capacity to nmeet these requirenments?

a) no

b) basic assessnent

c) thorough assessnment (in the case of plants)

X

64. Has your country established or consolidated taxonom c reference centres?

a) no
b) yes X
65. Has your country worked to increase its capacity in the area of taxonom c research?
a) no
b) yes X

66. Has your country comuni cated information on programes, projects and initiatives
for consideration as pilot projects under the d obal Taxonony Initiative to the

Executi ve Secretary?

a) no

b) yes

X

67. Has your country designated a national d obal Taxonony Initiative f
linked to other national focal points?

ocal point

a) no

X

b) yes

68. Has your country participated in the devel opnent of regi onal networ
i nformati on-sharing for the d obal Taxonony Initiative?

ks to facilitate

a) no

b) yes

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

69. Has your country sought resources through the financial nechanismf
actions identified in the decision?

or the priority

a) no

b) applied for unsuccessfully

c) applied for successfully
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Furt her coments on inplenentation of these decisions

53/ 57: Taxonomni ¢ Training Programes: South African plant taxononists have
devel oped a strong network with Southern African countries and severa
trai ni ng progranmes have been hel d. However, taxonom c training programes
for other taxa are |ess active.

54. Infrastructure for national taxonom c collections: There is significant
investment in certain sectors, e.g. the plant herbaria of the Nationa
Botanical Institute (such as at Kirstenbosch and Pretoria) are wel
resourced, and initiatives are underway to build a new state of the art
facility for the fish collections (wet collections) of the South African
Institute of Aquatic Biodiversity in G ahanstown. However, many collections
are currently under-resourced, especially those of the various museuns and
the Agricultural Research Council

57. Training programes in taxonony have been provided by SABONET and Bl ONET,
and several universities offer M SC courses.

59. The 2004 National Environmental Managenment: Biodiversity Bill establishes
the South African National Biodiversity Institute; and a review of financial
and adm nistrative matters is underway as part of the process of inplenenting
the Bill.

60. SABONET — the Southern African Botanical Diversity Network — is a good
exanpl e of such a regional network.

61. This has been done mainly for plants, through SABONET, the M| enni um
Seedbank Project and the DNA Bank

62. SABONET has provided such training programes.

67. National d obal Taxonomy Initiative Focal Point is unclear at the nonent
(both the National Botanical Institute and the Departnment of Science and
Technol ogy play inportant roles). It is possible that the new South African
Nati onal Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) will be the focal point, but this has
yet to be finalised

69. A National Botanical Institute application to GEF/ UNDP for funding for
the d obal Taxonony Initiative was not successful, as it was not submitted by
t he Departnment of Environmental Affairs and Tourism




27

Article 8 In situ conservation [excluding Articles 8h and 8j]

70. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

71. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

South Africa has a fairly well-devel oped system of Protected Areas, covering
about 6,6 mllion ha or 5 5%of the |and area. About 53% of this area falls
within a total of 20 national parks, while the rest falls wthin provincial
parks and other categories of protected areas, such as State Forests. The
Sout h African governnent has a stated target of increasing the terrestrial
surface area under fornal conservation fromthe current 5,5%to 8% by 2010
and later to 10% and narine protected areas from17%to 20% by 2010.

This commitnent is denonstrated by the fact that, since 1994, the Protected
Area estate has been expanded by over 300,000 hectares. Five new National

Par ks have been procl ained and five nore sites have been |listed on the Ransar
Li st of Wetlands of International Inmportance. Five sites of outstanding
cultural and natural heritage have been inscribed on UNESCO s Worl d Heritage
Li st and nore are being prepared for consideration.

New Nati onal Parks: Marakele National Park (1993); Cape Peninsula Nationa
Park (1998); Vhenmbe Dongol a National Park (1998); Agul has National Park
(1999); Nanmaqua National Park (1999)

New Ranmsar sites: Natal Drakensberg Park (1997); Ndunb Gane Reserve (1997);
Seekoei vl ei (1997); Nylsvley Nature Reserve (1998); Verloren Valei (2003)

New Wrld Heritage sites: Geater St. Lucia Wetland Park (1999); Robben
I sland (1999); Cradle of Humanki nd (1999); Ukhahl anba- Drakensberg (2000);
Mapungubwe (2003)

Al t hough financial resources and available land are limted, the expansion of
the Protected Area estate has been achieved through an innovative progranme
of consolidation and partnerships. Since 1995 R193 mllion has been invested
in |land purchase to expand protected areas, with 20% of funds coming fromthe
Depart ment of Environnental Affairs and Tourism 25%from donors and 55% from
the conservation efforts of South African National Parks. This expansion
programe has been linked to poverty-relief and job creation progranmes.

72. Has your country established a system of protected areas which ains to conserve
bi ol ogi cal diversity (8a)?

a) system under devel opnent X

b) national review of protected areas coverage avail abl e

c) national protected area systens plan in place

d) relatively conplete systemin place
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73. Are there nationally adopted guidelines for the sel ection, establishment and
managenent of protected areas (8b)?

a) no

b) no, under devel opnent X
c) yes

d) yes, undergoing review and extension

74. Does your country regul ate or manage biol ogi cal resources inportant for the
conservation of biological diversity with a viewto ensuring their conservation and
sust ai nabl e use (8c)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) programre or policy in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

75. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote the protecti on of ecosystens,
natural habitats and the nmi ntenance of viable popul ati ons of species in natural
sur roundi ngs (8d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential measures under review X

d) reasonably conprehensi ve neasures in place

76. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote environnmentally sound and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in areas adjacent to protected areas (8e)?

a) no neasures

b) sone nmeasures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) reasonably conprehensive measures in place

77. Has your country undertaken neasures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosystens (8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

78. Has your country undertaken neasures to prombte the recovery of threatened species
(8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sone measures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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79. Has your country undertaken nmeasures to regul ate, manage or control the risks
associated with the use and rel ease of |iving nodified organisns resulting from
bi ot echnol ogy (8g)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

80. Has your country nade attenpts to provide the conditions needed for conpatibility
bet ween present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustai nabl e use
of its conponents (8i)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programme or policy in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

81. Has your country devel oped and mai ntai ned the necessary | egislation and/or other
regul atory provisions for the protection of threatened species and popul ati ons (8k)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) legislation or other neasures in place

82. Does your country regul ate or manage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on bi ol ogical
diversity (8l)?

a) no

b) under revi ew

c) yes, to a limted extent X

d) yes, to a significant extent

If a devel oped country Party -

83. Does your country cooperate in providing financial and other support for in- situ
conservation particularly to devel opi ng countries (8m?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

84. Does your country receive financial and other support for in situ conservation

(8m?

a) no

b) yes (if so, please give details bel ow) X
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Decision I1/7 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

85. Is action being taken to share infornmati on and experience on inplenentation of this
Article with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of witten materials and/or case-studies

c) regional neetings

Further comrents on inplenmentation of this Article

72. Although South Africa has a protected area systemin place that conserves
the majority of threatened species in the country, this has conme about over

t he past century nore by luck than design. However, the post-1994 denocratic
government recogni ses the need for systematic identification of components of
bi odi versity inportant for conservation and sustainable use. A Nationa
Conservation Assessnment (1:250,000 scale) is being carried out by the

Nati onal Botanical Institute, in collaboration with the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Affairs and Tourism This will assess the status of
conservation of ecosystenms and species and identify gaps in the system Were
possi bl e, these areas inportant for biodiversity conservation will be
included in the Protected Area system or agreenents and partnerships with

| andowners wi Il be devel oped in order to ensure conservati on managenent and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity. The assessnent includes and integrates
terrestrial, freshwater and mari ne ecosystens.

A conprehensi ve assessnment of Freshwater ecosystens al ready underway by the
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, and the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research is being aligned with the National Conservation
Assessment currently underway.

In addition, the Chief Directorate: Forestry of the Departnent of Water
Affairs and Forestry is currently engaged in a conprehensive revi ew of the
system of forest protected areas and the identification of high conservation
val ue forests, with the aimof devel oping a forest protected area system for
natural forests that will nmaxim se biodiversity conservation

73. Nationally adopted guidelines for the selection, establishnent and
managenent of Protected Areas are under review. New national |egislation
governi ng Protected Areas was pronulgated in early 2004. The Nationa

Envi ronnent al Managenent Protected Areas Act provides for the establishment
of a national register of all national, provincial and |ocal protected areas
and the managenment of protected areas in accordance with national norns and
standards. Norns, standards and indicators for the nanagenent and devel opnent
of protected areas are under consideration

74 - 75. For Threatened Species, a conprehensive progranme is in place, which
requires permts to be granted for the collection, sale and transboundary
transport of species listed on CITES appendi ces. For other inmportant
conponents of biological diversity, regulation and nanagenent to date has
been sonewhat ad hoc. This systemis currently being assessed as part of the
Nati onal Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, due for conpletion in Cctober
2004 and new national |egislation governing biodiversity is due to be

promul gated in 2004. Chapter 3 of the National Environnental Managenent

Bi odiversity Bill calls for a National Biodiversity Framework and gui delines
for provincial and ecosystem managenent pl ans.

76. Environmentally sound devel opnent adjacent to Protected Areas: Although
no specific |egislation governs devel opnent adjacent to protected areas, the
trend in South Africa is for protected areas to formthe nucl eus of much

| arger areas under conservation managenment. In sone areas, the fences between
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nati onal parks and adjacent private game | odges have been renbved, such as

al ong the western boundary of the Kruger National Park. Several Biosphere
Reserves have been established in South Africa, namely the 100, 000 hectare
Kogel berg Bi osphere Reserve (1998), 377,000 hectare Cape Wst Coast Bi osphere
Reserve (2000), 1,400,000 hectare Waterberg Bi osphere Reserve (2001) and
3,300, 000 hectare Kruger-to-Canyons Bi osphere Reserve (2001). However, the

i nvol venent of private | andowners in Bi osphere Reserves and Conservanci es has
been voluntary to date. Despite linted formal incentives, many private

| andowners manage their |and very effectively along conservation principles,
as wildlife becones private property when fenced and the gane farnm ng and
touri smindustry provides sufficient economc incentives. Section 28 of the
Nati onal Environmental Managenment: Protected Areas Bill, to be enacted in
2004, does make provision for the establishnent of Protected Environments, to
establish buffer zones around protected areas.

77. Rehabilitation and restoration of degraded ecosystens: Several innovative
publ i c-works and poverty-relief programes have been devel oped which focus on
restoration, such as the Wrking for Water Progranme which clears invasive
alien trees; Wrking for Wtlands; CoastCare and LandCare. The budget for

t hese programres, R650 million in 2004/5, is one of the highest in the world,
relative to Gross Domestic Product.

78. Recovery of threatened species: National Zool ogical Gardens, Nationa

Bot ani cal Gardens, South African National Parks, private | andowners and non-
gover nrent al organi sati ons such as the Endangered Wl dlife Trust, Botanica
Society, De WIdt Cheetah and WIldlife Trust and others have various breedi ng
and/ or reintroduction progranmes in place.

Speci es specific conservation action plans have been drafted by various NGOs
and provincial authorities, and exist for, ampngst others, Blue and Wattl ed
Crane, Blue Swallow, WId Dog, African Penguin and Riverine Rabbit. The 2003
South African Mammal Red Data Book incorporates a very basic mamal
conservation plan

79. Fairly conprehensive neasures in the formof policy, legislation and
regul ations are in place, but some stakehol ders such as the NGOs, Biowatch
and the African Biosafety Centre, argue that these are inadequate and/or are
not adequately enforced. The GVO Act of 1997 and its regul ations regul ate al
activities relating to Living Mdified Oganisns, while Environnental |npact
Assessnent regul ations require inpact assessnents for LMO devel opnent.

81. The National Environmental Managenent: Biodiversity Bill (2004) includes
a chapter on Threatened Species and provides for Regul ations for the
protection of threatened species and popul ati ons.

82. Threat categories used in the assessment of Red Data Lists for South
African plants include both threatening processes and activities, including
Afforestation (exotic plantations); Agriculture; Alien Plant Infestation

Col I ection; Dammi ng; Deforestation; Desiccation (drying of wetlands); Fire;
Forestry exploitation; Gazing or Browsing; Habitat degradation; Harvesting;
M ni ng; Pests and Pat hogens; Road networks; Salinisation; Siltation; Soi
erosi on and Urban expansion

Sonme, but not all, of these threatening processes are effectively regul ated
or managed. Exanpl es of threatening processes for which regul ati ons have been
promul gated i nclude the renoval of invasive alien plants. Regul ati ons under

t he Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act (Act 43 of 1983) provide for
three categories of invasive alien plants: those that nust be renpved
(category 1), those that may only be grown in demarcated areas, such as
forestry plantations (category 2) and those that may be retained on | and, but
that may not be propagated or sold (category 3).

The National Veld and Forest Fire Act requires that |land owners put certain
neasures in place to conbat fires, inter alia, through firebreaks and the
formation of fire protection associations. Such associations nust devel op and
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i mpl enent veld (rangel and) fire nmanagenent strategi es, which also have to
t ake the conservation of ecosystens into account.

Management of threatening activities, such as Afforestation, Danming, M ning
and Urbani sation require Environmental |nmpact Assessnents before such

devel opnents are approved. EIA Regulations are in the process of being

updat ed.

Wld collection or harvesting of species such as Medicinal Plants is
regul ated through the use of permits in certain provinces.

84. Since political transformation, South Africa has received substanti al
financial support for in situ conservation, froma nunber of sources,

i ncluding the @ obal Environnent Facility, DANCED, GIZ, NORAD, USAID, WA,
| UCN, Fauna and Flora International, Conservation International
International Fund for Aninmal Welfare, etc. as well as nany private and
corporate donors within South Africa.
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Article 8h Alien species

86. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

87. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

I nvasi ve alien species are probably the greatest single threat to ecosystens,
habitats and species in South Africa. Invasive alien species threaten
freshwat er ecosystens, coastal and narine ecosystens and nountai n ecosystens
and are a threat to biological diversity of all biones in South Africa.

I nvasi ve alien plants reduce soil rangeland productivity and increase soi
erosion. This threat is recognised by the South African governnent as

i ndi cated by the increased funding made available to the Wrking for Water
Programme over the past several years. The budget for the Working for Water
Programe increased steadily fromR25 mllion in 1995/6 to R442 mllion in
2003/4. O this, nore than R250 million has been invested in national parks
and more than 1 mllion hectares of |and has been cleared of invasive alien
pl ants.

Despite these considerable efforts and resource all ocations, invasive species
are spreading faster than they can be controlled and nuch nmore needs to be
done. While initial efforts have focussed on invasive alien plants,

especi ally woody trees and shrubs, it is recognised that efforts need to be
extended to other taxa, such as invasive grasses and fishes. Part of the
problemis the | ack of effective cooperation between various departnents,
leading to ineffective use of controls. A national strategy for invasive
alien species is under devel opnent, and will be closely aligned to the

Nati onal Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan. The National Environnental
Managenent: Biodiversity Bill (2004) provides a key opportunity to develop a
conpr ehensi ve response to the threat of invasive alien species.

88. Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only major species of concern X

c) only new or recent introductions

d) a conprehensive systemtracks new introductions

e) a conprehensive systemtracks all known introductions

89. Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens, habitats or species by the
introduction of these alien species?

a) no

b) only some alien species of concern have been assessed X

c) nost alien species have been assessed

90. Has your country undertaken neasures to prevent the introduction of, control or
eradi cate those alien species which threaten ecosystens, habitats or species?

a) no neasures

b) sone measures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place
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Decision 1V/1 Report and reconmendati ons of the third nmeeting of SBSTTA

91. I's your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at national, regional,
sub-regi onal and international |evels to address the issue of alien species?

a) little or no action

b) di scussion on potential projects under way

c) active devel opment of new projects

X

92. Does your national strategy and action plan address the issue of al

i en speci es?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

Decision V/8. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or

speci es

93. I's your country applying the interimguiding principles for prevention,

introduction and mitigation of inpacts of alien species in the context

of activities

ained at inplementing article 8(h) of the Convention, and in the various sectors?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) limted inplenentation in some sectors

d) extensive inplenentation in sone sectors

e) extensive inplenentation in nost sectors

94. Has your country submtted case-studies to the Executive Secretary
themati c assessments?

f ocusi ng on

a) no

X

b) in preparation

c) yes

95. Has your country submtted witten coments on the interim guiding
the Executive Secretary?

principles to

a) no

X

b) yes

96. Has your country given priority to the devel opnent and inpl enentati
i nvasi ve speci es strategies and action plans?

on of alien

a) no

b) yes
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97. In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country devel oped or
involved itself in nmechanisns for international co-operation, including the exchange
of best practices?

a) no

b) trans-boundary co-operation X
c) regional co-operation X
d) multilateral co-operation X

98. I's your country giving priority attention to geographically and evolutionarily
i sol ated ecosystens in its work on alien invasive speci es?

a) no

b) yes X

99. I's your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bi o- geogr aphi cal

approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no
b) yes X
100. Has your country devel oped effective education, training and public-awareness

measures concerning the issue of alien species?

a) no

b) sone initiatives

c) many initiatives X

101. I's your country nmaking available the information which it holds on alien
speci es through the CHW

a) no

b) sone i nformation

c) all available information

d) information avail abl e through other channels (pl ease specify) X

102. Is your country providing support to enable the G obal |nvasive Species
Programme to fulfil the tasks outlined in the decision and its annexes?

a) no

b) limted support

c) substantial support X

Further coments on inplementation of this Article

88/89. Gven the extent of the problemand the limted resources avail abl e,
South Africa has focussed attention on certain priority invasive alien
plants, and in particular woody alien species that are known to threaten
freshwat er ecosystens and water supply. South Africa’ s capacity to identify
all invasive species brought into the country is very limted.

90. Measures include the Wrking for Water Progranme whi ch focuses in

i nvasive alien plants, especially a priority list of 27 woody species. In
addition to mechani cal renoval and chemical control, South Africa is
conducting research into biocontrol nethods.

91. South Africa is an active partner of the d obal I|nvasive Species
Programme. The secretariat for G SP is |ocated at Kirstenbosch National
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Bot ani ¢ Gardens, Cape Town.

92. The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan is being devel oped. A
Themati ¢ Task Team on Invasive Alien Species has been established to focus on
I nvasive Alien Species as a priority area.

98. A primary focus of invasive alien clearing programes has been the Cape
Floristic Region.

101. Information on Invasive Alien Species is made avail abl e through a nunber
of channel s, including the d obal |nvasive Species Programre.

102. South Africa is regarded as a leader in efforts to control invasive
alien species, and the G obal Invasive Species Programe Secretariat
established an office in South Africa in 2003. South Africa is also the focal
point for the Invasive Alien Species programe of NEPAD (the New Partnership
for Africa s Devel opnent).
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Article 8 Traditional know edge and rel ated provisions

103. VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

104. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The cross-sectoral nature of traditional know edge (Indi genous Know edge
Systens) is recognised in South Africa and an inter-governmental conmittee
has been established, including Departnent of Environnmental Affairs and
Touri sm Department of Science and Technol ogy, Departnent of Agriculture,
Department of Health and Departnent of Trade and Industry.

The Departnent of Science and Technol ogy has established a Directorate:
I ndi genous Know edge Systens to focus exclusively on traditional know edge
and benefit sharing.

Tradi ti onal heal ers have consi derabl e i nfluence and status in South Africa.

105. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure that the know edge, innovations
and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmmunities enbodying traditional |ifestyles
rel evant for the conservation and sustai nable use of biological diversity are
respect ed, preserved and nmi nt ai ned?

a) no neasures

b) sone nmeasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

106. I's your country working to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising
fromthe utilization of such know edge, innovations and practices?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programme or policy in place

Decision I11/4 and Decision IV/9. Inmplenentation of Article 8(j)

107. Has your country devel oped national |egislation and correspondi ng strategies
for the inplementation of Article 8(j)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation or other neasures in place
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108. Has your country supplied information on the inplenentation of Article 8(j) to
other Contracting Parties through nedia such as the national report?

a) no X

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — CHM

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)
109. Has your country submitted case-studies to the Executive Secretary on neasures

taken to devel op and i npl ement the Convention’s provisions relating to indi genous and

|l ocal communities?

a) no X
b) yes
110. I's your country participating in appropriate worki ng groups and neetings?
a) none
b) sone X
c) all
111. Is your country facilitating the active participation of representatives of
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in these working groups and neetings?
a) no X
b) yes
Decision V/16. Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions
112. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work specified in the annex to the

decision, and identified how to inplenent those tasks appropriate to nationa

ci rcunst ances?

a) no

b) under revi ew X

c) yes (please provide details)
113. I's your country integrating such tasks into its ongoi ng programres, taking into
account the identified collaboration opportunities?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent
114. I's your country taking full account of existing instrunents, guidelines, codes

and other relevant activities in the inplenentation of the programe of work?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent
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115. Has your country provided appropriate financial support for the inplenmentation
of the programre of work?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent

116. Has your country fully incorporated wonen and wonen’' s organi zations in the
activities undertaken to inplenent the progranmre of work contained in the annex to the
deci sion and other relevant activities under the Convention?

a) no X
b) yes
117. Has your country taken neasures to facilitate the full and effective

participation of indigenous and | ocal comunities in the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent

118. Has your country provi ded case studi es on nethods and approaches concerning the
preservation and sharing of traditional know edge, and the control of that information
by i ndi genous and | ocal comunities?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) yes — sent to the Secretari at

d) yes — through the national CHM

e) yes — available through other nmeans (please specify)

119. Does your country exchange information and share experi ences regardi ng national
| egi sl ation and ot her neasures for the protection of the know edge, innovations and
practi ces of indigenous and | ocal communities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes — through the CHM

d) yes — with specific countries X

e) yes — avail able through other means (please specify)

120. Has your country taken neasures to pronote the conservation and nai nt enance of
know edge, innovations, and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

C) Sone measures X

d) extensive neasures

121. Has your country supported the devel opment of registers of traditional
know edge, innovations and practices of indi genous and | ocal comunities, in
col | aboration with these communities?

a) no
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b) not rel evant

c) devel opment in progress X

d) register fully devel oped

122. Have representatives of indigenous and | ocal community organizations
participated in your official delegation to neetings held under the Conventi on on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity?

a) not rel evant X

b) not appropriate

c) yes

123. I's your country assisting the Secretariat to fully utilize the clearing-house
mechani smto co-operate closely with indi genous and | ocal conmunities to expl ore ways
that enable themto nake informed deci sions concerning rel ease of their traditional
know edge?

a) no

b) awaiting informati on on how to proceed X

c) yes

124. Has your country identified resources for funding the activities identified in
t he deci si on?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) partly X

d) fully

Further conmments on inplementation of this Article

105/ 106/ 107. Several policies and pieces of legislation are in various stages
of devel opnent, such as:

e The National Environmental Managenent Biodiversity Bill (2004) includes
a Chapter on Bioprospecting, Access and Benefit Sharing and makes
provision for the establishnment of a Bioprospecting Trust Fund.

Regul ations will follow in 2004.

e The Departnment of Environnental Affairs and Tourism has devel oped
Conmuni ty Based Natural Resource Managenment Guidelines (2003), which
i ncl ude principles such as benefit sharing, giving a voice to wonen and
respect for local know edge and experi ence.

» The Department of Science and Technol ogy has devel oped policy on
I ndi genous Know edge Systens, to be followed by |egislation in 2004.

e The Departnment of Health is devel oping the Traditional Healers Bil
(2003).

121. Consi derabl e et hnobot ani cal research has been carried out and docunented
in South Africa, particularly on the uses and val ues of medicinal plants.
However, this has not always been done in full collaboration and partnership
with local communities. New policies and regulations in the pipeline aimto
rectify this situation.
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Article 9 Ex situ conservation

125.

VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and

the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

126.

To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations

and recommendat i ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

127. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity native to your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place
128. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of

bi ol ogi cal diversity originating outside your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) sone nmeasures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
129. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes X
130. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ

conservation of and research on plants, aninmals and m cro-organi snms that represent
genetic resources native to your country (9b)?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent X
c) yes — significant extent

131. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ

conservation of and research on plants, animals and mi cro-organi sms that represent
genetic resources originating el sewhere (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
132. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes X
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133.

Has your country adopted neasures for the reintroduction of threatened species

into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions (9c)?

a) no neasures

b) sone nmeasures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

134.
bi ol

Has your country taken measures to regul ate and nmanage the coll ection of
ogi cal resources fromnatural habitats for ex situ conservati on purposes so as not

to threaten ecosystens and in situ popul ati ons of species (9d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone nmeasures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If a devel oped country Party -

135.

Has your country cooperated in providing financial and other support for ex

situ conservation and in the establishment and nai ntenance of ex situ conservation

f aci

lities in devel opi ng countries (9e)?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition -

136. Has your country received financial and other support for ex situ conservation
and in the establishment and nmi ntenance of ex situ conservation facilities (9e)?
a) no

b) yes X
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Further coments on inplementation of this Article

127. The National Zool ogical Gardens in Pretoria conserves certain species of
fauna native to South Africa. Breeding programmes for endangered species,
such as those run by the De WIdt Cheetah Breeding Centre and the Endangered
Wldlife Trust’s Crane Wrking Group have succeeded in successfully

rei ntroduci ng such species back into the wild. Eight National Botanica
Gardens have been established specifically for the purposes of research
public awareness and ex situ conservation of native floral species. These are
Ki rst enbosch National Botanical Garden, Karoo National Botanical Garden
Harol d Porter National Botanical Garden, KwaZul u-Natal National Botanica
Garden, Free State National Botanical Garden, Wtwatersrand Nationa

Bot ani cal Garden, Pretoria National Botanical Garden and the Lowel d Nationa
Bot ani cal Garden.

128. Several Zool ogi cal Gardens nmintain collections and breedi ng programres
for exotic fauna, such as lemurs and pandas. The Agricultural Research
Council and the Plant Protection Research Institute maintain ex situ
facilities for agriculturally inmportant species and their related pests and
pat hogens.

129. There is active collaboration with organisations in countries of origin
of certain species. Exanples include a partnership between a private
conservation agency in South Africa and authorities in China to breed
endangered Asian tigers. Government agencies in South Africa are

col l aborating with agencies in Australia on biocontrol agents for invasive
alien plants.

130. In partnership with the Kew Royal Botanic Gardens, the Nationa

Botanical Institute (NBI) manages the M| ennium Seedbank Project, which wll
ensure the conservation of South Africa' s flora, by establishing verified and
wel | docunmented seed collections of wild species native to South Africa.
Together with the Kew Royal Botanic Gardens, the NBlI has established a DNA

Bank in South Africa. It will represent a unique archive of plant genetic
diversity in South Africa, holding over 2 200 genonmes fromall genera. It
will also serve as a resource to facilitate the discovery of novel genes and

for the identification of areas of high priority for conservation

133. Sone neasures are in place for certain species. South Africa is regarded
as a world leader in the translocation and re-introduction of |arge manmal s
into their natural habitat, such as el ephant, rhinoceros, various antel ope
speci es, zebra, giraffe and predators including Iion, cheetah and wild dog.
Provi nci al conservati on agenci es such as Ezenvel o KwaZul u-Natal WIldlife,
hol d annual gane auctions, enabling private |and owners, tourismfacilities
and ganme farners to restock their land with these species.

Certai n guidelines have been devel oped for such re-introductions. However,
further work is needed to nmonitor the growing wildlife industry and

di scourage private |andowners fromintroduci ng species to areas outside their
traditional ranges.

136. The National Botanical Institute has received financial and other
support for establishment and maintenance of ex situ facilities at Nationa
Bot ani ¢ Gardens from vari ous sources, including the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew.
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Article 10 Sustainable use of conponents of biological diversity

137. VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

138. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations

and recommendat i ons made?

X

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting d)

Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

South Africa strongly supports sustai nable use policies and practi ces,
links these to poverty alleviation and equity principles. It
t hat sustai nabl e use of biodiversity is essential for sustaining peop
livelihoods. Gven South Africa’s past history of

policies, it is important to broaden access to natural resources.

However, although these principles are clearly articulated in policy,
resources available for inplementation are limted. Considerable work
to be done in terns of research, training and capacity buil ding,
and assessnent, and integration and coordination between the various
rol epl ayers and st akehol ders. These include al

the private sector, conmunities, the genera

and

is recogni sed

e's

racially discrimnatory

needs

noni tori ng

t hree spheres of government,
public and private | andowners.

139.

use of biological resources into national decision nmaking (10a)?

Has your country integrated consideration of the conservati on and sust ai nabl e

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programre or policy in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

140. ca

that avoid or minimze adverse inpacts on biol ogi ca

Has your country adopted neasures relating to the use of biol og
diversity (10b)?

resour ces

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

141. Has your country put
of bi ol ogi cal resources that
requi rements (10c)?

in place neasures that protect and encourage custonmary use
is conpati ble with conservation or sustainable use

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place X
c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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142. Has your country put in place neasures that help | ocal popul ati ons devel op and
i mpl enent renedial action in degraded areas where biol ogical diversity has been

reduced (10d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

143. Does your country actively encourage cooperation between gover nment

aut horities

and the private sector in devel opi ng nethods for sustainable use of biologica

diversity (10e)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranmme or policy in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

Deci sions IV/15. Relationship of the Convention with the Commi ssion on

Sust ai nabl e Devel opmrent and bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

144. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on tourismand its
i mpacts on biological diversity, and efforts to effectively plan and manage touri sn®?

a) no

b) yes — previous national report

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

X

145. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on biodiversity-
related activities of the CSD (such as SIDS, oceans, seas and freshwater resources,

consunption and production patterns)?

a) no

X

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — correspondence

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

Deci sion V/24. Sustainable use as a cross-cutting issue

146. Has your country identified indicators and incentive neasures for sectors

rel evant to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity?

a) no

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow)
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147. Has your country assisted other Parties to increase their capacity to inplenent
sust ai nabl e-use practices, programes and policies at regional, national and |oca
level s, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) toalimted extent X

d) to a significant extent (please provide details)

148. Has your country devel oped mechani sns to involve the private sector and
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in initiatives on sustainable use, and i n mechani sns
to ensure that indigenous and | ocal comunities benefit from such sustainabl e use?

a) no

b) mechani sns under devel opnent X

c) mechanisns in place (please describe)

149. Has your country identified areas for conservation that woul d benefit through
the sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and comrunicated this information to the
Executi ve Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

Deci sion V/25. Biological diversity and tourism

150. Has your country based its policies, programmes and activities in the field of
sust ai nabl e touri smon an assessnment of the inter-I|inkages between tourism and
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent X
151. Has your country submitted case-studies on tourismas an exanple of the
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes
152. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Year of Ecotourisn?

a) no

b) yes X
153. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Year of Muntains?

a) no

b) yes X
154. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin

support of the International Coral Reef Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes
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155. Has your country established enabling policies and | egal franmewrks to
conpl ement voluntary efforts for the effective i npl enentati on of sustainable tourisnf

a) no

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent (please describe) X

Further coments on inplementation of this Article

139. Integration of biodiversity considerations into national decision nmaking
is very well integrated at a policy level, and increasingly in terns of
| egi sl ation, but inplementation does take tine and is an on goi ng process.

140. The above applies here too. Although adverse inmpacts should be avoi ded
or mininmsed, these neasures are not always inmplenented, |argely due to
capacity constraints at local |evel. However, efforts are underway to fully
i ntegrate biodiversity considerations into Provincial G owth and Devel oprent
Pl ans and nuni ci pal Integrated Devel opment Plans and Spatial Devel opnment

Pl ans.

141. South Africa has made consi derabl e progress towards broadeni ng access to
natural resources and ensuring that this is done in a sustainable manner. The
Depart nent of Environmental Affairs and Tourism devel oped Conmunity- Based

Nat ural Resources Managenment guidelines in 2003 to further encourage
sust ai nabl e use of resources. Practical exanples include:

a. Under the country’'s land reform progranme, a nunmber of l|and clains
involving land in protected areas have been settled. In several cases
i nvol ving National Parks, the communities regaining title to their |and
have opted to enter into partnerships with the parks authorities and to
manage the |land for conservation and tourism Exanples include the
Makul eke area of the Kruger National Park, the Richtersveld Contractua
Nati onal Park and the Greater St Lucia Wrld Heritage Site

b. Fisheries policies have been conpletely overhaul ed to set quotas within
sustainable linmts and increase fines and penalties for overfishing and
poachi ng of marine species. At the same tinme, the pernit system has
been revised, to ensure that there is nore equitable access to the
resource by those people and conmunities previously discrinmnated
agai nst by apartheid | egislation

c. Many protected areas, which in the past allowed no resource use, have
revi sed these policies to enable neighbouring comunities, especially
worren, to harvest resources such as thatching grass, reeds and
nmedi ci nal plants. The South African National Parks' Social Ecol ogy
Programmes encour age greater access to the parks by nei ghbouring
conmuni ti es, while Park Managenent Plans are al so being devel oped in
consul tation w th nei ghbours.

d. In the Western Cape fynbos region, innovative sustainable use projects
have been initiated under the Cape Action for People and Environment,
i ncl udi ng Rooi bos Tea cultivation, Flower Harvesting, Mriculture and
Ecotouri sm which [argely benefit |ocal communities.

e. The Wiite Paper on Sustainabl e Forest Devel opment (1996) provides for a
new approach to forest nanagenment, which allows for controlled non-
consunptive and consunptive access to forest resources by conmunities.
Thi s approach has been strengthened through the creation of a
Directorate: Participatory Forest Managenent in departnent of Water
Affairs and Forestry, to develop a national progranme for comrunity-
based forest managenment, which includes the creation of Participatory
Forest Managenent Forums in various forest areas, and to pronote the
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initiation of forest-based projects that will benefit |oca
comunities.

142. Sone programmes are in place, namely Wrking for Water, Working for
Wet | ands, Coastcare, LandCare and Wrking on Fire. However, given the extent
of degradation in many areas of the country, substantially nore needs to be
done.

143. Programres such as the Cape Action for People and Environnent, the

Subt ropi cal Thi cket Ecosystem Pl anni ng and the Succul ent Karoo Ecosystem
Programme are strongly focussed on partnerships. South Africa has a strong
private sector, and many Corporate Soci al Responsibility progranres support
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity, for exanple through
financial support to non governmental organisations. Econom c sectors such as
tourism gane farnming, forestry and even mining are cooperating well with
government authorities.

144. South Africa participated fromthe outset at global level in activities
pronmoting sustainability. During early CSD sessions, South Africa i mediately
began formul ati ng gui delines for sustainable tourism These guidelines were
subsequently formul ated and | aunched by the Mnister of Environmental Affairs
and Tourism They are currently being popularised with the subsectors of
tourismin the country.

145. South Africa has prepared CSD reports as required, noting biodiversity-
related activities and actions, since 1996.

148. A Directorate: Participatory Forest Managenent has been established in
the Departnent of Water Affairs and Forestry, to develop a national progranme
for community-based forest nanagenent, which includes the creation of

Partici patory Forest Managenent Foruns in various forest areas, and to
promote the initiation of forest-based projects that will benefit

conmuni ti es.

155. Tourismin South Africa is largely based on the country’'s scenic

| andscapes, beaches, wildlife and culture. Sustainability through Responsible
Tourismis the basis of South Africa's tourismpolicy. In addition, South
African National Parks and several provincial parks agencies have initiated
and i mpl enented commrerci al i sati on and out sourcing policies, which have pl aced
tourismin parks on a financially sustainable footing. The Fair Trade in
Tourisminitiative in South Africa is also gaining nonentum and severa
conmuni ty- based tourism projects have been initiated, such as at R enmvasnaak
near Augrabies Falls National Park, and Matatiele near the Ml oti-Drakensberg
Transfrontier Park.
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Article 11 Incentive neasures

156. VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

157. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmting |X d) Severely limting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Very few incentives currently exist for biodiversity conservation and
sust ai nabl e use, but the National Treasury is conducting initial research
into the feasibility of such incentives.

158. Are programmes in place to identify and ensure the adopti on of economically and
soci al ly sound neasures that act as incentives for the conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use of conponents of biol ogical diversity?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programres in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

159. Do these incentives, and the programes to identify them and ensure their
adoption, cover the full range of sectoral activities?

a) no

b) sone sectors X

c) all mjor sectors

d) all sectors

Decision I11/18. Incentive neasures

160. Has your country reviewed | egislation and econonmc policies to identify and
promote incentives for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of components of
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) reviews in progress X

c) sone reviews conplete

d) as far as practically possible

161. Has your country ensured the devel opnent of nechani snms or approaches to ensure
adequat e i ncorporation of both nmarket and non-mar ket val ues of biol ogical diversity
into plans, policies and programres and ot her rel evant areas, inter alia, national
accounting systens and i nvestnent strategies?

a) no

b) early stages of identifying nechani snms X

c) advanced stages of identifying nmechani sns

d) mechani sns in pl ace

e) review of inpact of mechani sns avail abl e
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162. Has your country devel oped training and capacity buil di ng progranmes to
i mpl enent incentive neasures and pronpte private-sector initiatives?

a) no

b) pl anned X

c) sone

d) many
163. Has your country incorporated biol ogical diversity considerations into inpact
assessnents as a step in the design and inplenentation of incentive nmeasures?

a) no X

b) yes

164. Has your country shared experience on incentive neasures with other Contracting
Parties, including nmaking rel evant case-studies available to the Secretariat?

a) no X

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

Deci sion |1V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention [part]

165. Is your country actively designing and inplenmenting i ncentive nmeasures?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) neasures in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

166. Has your country identified threats to biol ogical diversity and underlying
causes of biodiversity loss, including the relevant actors, as a stage in designing
i ncentive measures?

a) no X

b) partially reviewed

c) thoroughly revi ewed

d) measures designed based on the reviews

e) review of inplenentation avail able

167. Do the existing incentive neasures take account of economic, social, cultural
and ethical valuation of biological diversity?

a) no X

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent




51

168. Has your country devel oped | egal and policy frameworks for the design and
i mpl enentati on of incentive nmeasures?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) frameworks in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

169. Does your country carry out consultative processes to define clear target-
oriented incentive neasures to address the underlying causes of biodiversity |oss?

a) no X

b) processes being identified

c) processes identified but not inplenented

d) processes in place

170. Has your country identified and considered neutralizing perverse incentives?
a) no
b) identification progranme under way X

c) identified but not all neutralized

d) identified and neutralized

Deci sion V/15. |Incentive neasures

171. Has your country reviewed the incentive measures pronoted through the Kyoto
Protocol to the UN Framewor k Convention on Cinmate Change?

a) no

b) yes X
172. Has your country expl ored possi bl e ways and neans by which these incentive

measures can support the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity in your
country?

a) no

b) under consideration X

c) early stages of devel opnent

d) advanced stages of devel opnent

e) further information avail abl e
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Further coments on inplenmentation of this Article

158/ 159. Measures in sone sectors are quite well advanced e.g. in the Water
sector. These include tiered pricing systems, and inplenmentation of user pays
and pol luter pays principles. For the npst part, incentives are still under
consi deration, such as rates rebates for private | and under conservation

st ewar dshi p.

160. Sone prelimnary reviews of |egislation and econom ¢ policies have been
carried out. The National Treasury is investigating a system of environnental
taxes, in association with the British Departnent for Internationa

Devel opnent .

161. A System of National Accounts is under devel opment by Statistics South
Africa. It links environmental values to economic activities and shows how
these activities utilise natural resources. National Accounts are being
devel oped for water, forests, mnerals, land use, air quality and

bi odi versity.

162. The National Research Foundation initiated a training progranme for
post -graduate research into resource econonmics in 1995/1997. Severa

uni versity-based training progranmmes focus strongly on resource and

envi ronnent al econom cs, such as at University of Pretoria and University of
Cape Town.

The Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourisminitiated a resource
economi cs programme in the md- to late 1990s and several infornmation
docunents were published.

164. South Africa has shared experiences regarding incentive measures in
various international foruns, including SADC and Commonweal th neetings and
i nternational conferences.

170. Perverse subsidies to agriculture, which previously encouraged
overgrazing and cultivation of marginal soils, were stopped after the change
in government in 1994. Many farners have since conbined livestock enterprises
with game farm ng or have switched conpletely to game ranches and ecotourism
However, perverse incentives remain, such as cheap water for irrigation.
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Article 12 Research and training

173. VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

174. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

South Africa has an excellent systemof tertiary education institutions, wth
several world-renowned universities. However, these were racially segregated
in the past, and served only a ninority of the population. Training and
capacity building are recognised as being critically inportant to the future
grow h and devel opment of the country, but the needs are enornous,
particularly in the fields of science and mat hemati cs.

175. Has your country established programmes for scientific and technical education
and training in neasures for the identification, conservation and sustai nable use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programres in place X

176. Has your country provided support to other Parties for education and training
in measures for the identification, conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogi ca
diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a) no

b) yes X
177. Does your country pronpte and encourage research which contributes to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity (12b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
178. Does your country pronpte and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in

bi ol ogi cal diversity research in devel opi ng met hods for conservation and sustai nabl e
use of biological resources (12c)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
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If a devel oped country Party -

179. Does your country’s inplenentation of the above activities take into account
the special needs of devel opi ng countries?

a) no

b) yes, where rel evant

Further coments on inplementation of this Article

175. Scientific and technical education and training programmes are wel
established in South Africa, and are offered by nobst universities and
universities of technology. The Southern African Wldlife College provides
trai ni ng programes for conservati on managers. The Departnment of Science and
Technol ogy and the National Research Foundation identify priority needs and
provide finance, including bursaries to students. A Biodiversity Foresight
progranme in 1998 identified priority areas for biodiversity conservation and
sust ai nabl e use. Subsequently, in 2001 a National Biotechnol ogy Strategy was
devel oped to highlight priority research and training programes in

bi ot echnol ogy.

The Departnment of Labour has established a conprehensive system of Sector
Educati on and Training Authorities, financed through a nandatory Skills Levy.
The Tourism and Hospitality Education and Training Authority (THETA) provides
skills training in game reserve and gane | odge managenent.

176. South Africa, through the Branch: Marine and Coastal Managerment of the
Depart nent of Environnental Affairs and Tourism has adopted the Benguel a

Fi sheries Interaction Training (BENEFIT) Progranme and t he Benguel a Current
Large Marine Ecosystem (BCLME) Progranme, as integral parts of the New
Partnership for Africa s Devel opment. Involving South Africa, Nam bia and
Angol a, and funded by Norwegi an and Canadi an governments, BENEFIT ains to
train staff and conduct fisheries and other marine scientific investigations.

178. South Africa is considered a world | eader in nmany aspects of

bi odi versity research, such as translocation of |arge mamual s, breeding
programes for threatened species, systematic conservation planning and

bi ocontrol. The South African contribution to fields such as ornithol ogy,
mari ne ecosystens functioning, wildlife managenment, clinate change and
taxonony are well recognised. South African scientists and acadenics co-
operate widely with their colleagues in countries such as Australia, Anmerica,
Britain and el sewhere, including in Africa.
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Article 13 Public education and awar eness

180. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

181. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations

and recommendat i ons made?

a) CGood

b) Adequate

c) Linmting |X d)

Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of

resources

182. Does your country pronote and encourage understanding of the inportance of, and
the measures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through nedia?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
183. Does your country pronote and encourage understanding of the inportance of, and

the nmeasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through the
inclusion of this topic in education programmes?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
184. Does your country cooperate with other States and international organizations
i n devel opi ng rel evant educati onal and public awareness programes (13b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Deci sion |1V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention [part]

185. Are public education and awar eness needs covered in the national
action plan?

strategy and

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
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186. Has your country all ocated appropriate resources for the strategic use of
educati on and conmuni cati on instrunents at each phase of policy fornulation,
i mpl enent ati on and eval uati on?

a) limted resources

b) significant but not adequate resources X

c) adequate resources

187. Does your country support initiatives by major groups that foster stakehol der
participation and that integrate biological diversity conservation matters in their
practi ce and educati on progranmmes?

a) no
b) yes X

188. Has your country integrated biodiversity concerns into education strategies?
a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) yes
189. Has your country nade avail abl e any case-studi es on public education and
awar eness and public participation, or otherwi se sought to share experiences?

a) no X

b) yes
190. Has your country illustrated and transl ated the provisions of the Convention

into any | ocal |anguages to pronote public education and awareness raising of rel evant
sectors?

a) not rel evant

b) still to be done X

c) under devel opnent

d) yes
191. I's your country supporting |local, national, sub-regional and regional education
and awar eness progranmes?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

192. When requesting assistance through the GEF, has your country proposed projects
that pronote neasures for inplenenting Article 13 of the Convention?

a) no

b) yes X
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Deci sion V/17. Education and public awareness

193. Does your country support capacity-building for education and conmuni cation in
bi ol ogi cal diversity as part of the national biodiversity strategy and action plans?

a) no

b) limted support

c) yes (please give details) X

Further comrents on inplementation of this Article

182. Several of the larger-circul ati on newspapers and tel evision channels run
regul ar articles or progranmes on biodiversity-related issues. This is
particularly the case before or during National Days, such as Nationa
Wet | ands Day, National ©Marine Week, National Biodiversity Day, Arbor Wek
etc. or during periods such as the Wirld Summt on Sustainabl e Devel opment or
the Worl d Parks Congress. The national broadcaster produces a weekly TV
programme with s strong focus on biodiversity, called 50/50.

The Government Conmuni cation and I nformation Service al so plays an inportant
role. Government departnents are increasingly using the internet to
di stribute information.

However, given the fact that |arge nunbers of the population do not have
access to the nedia, or are functionally illiterate, nuch nore needs to be
done to rai se awareness — such as through the use of picture and conmi c books
or theatre.

183. South Africa has a strong tradition in environnental awareness and
outreach, particularly in South African National Parks, National Botanica
Institute, Museuns, National Zool ogical Gardens and Aquaria. Many nationa
departments are involved in communi cation, education and awareness efforts
such as press rel eases, posters, panphlets, etc. especially around Nationa
Days. Sone conservation authorities, NGOs and departnents manage
environnental education facilities and interpretive trails.

Several very successful education programes are focussed on schools, since
the youth represent the future of the country, and provide an effective neans
of al so raising awareness anongst their fanmilies and the broader conmunity.
An exanpl e is Edupl ant/Junior Land Care, a partnership between gover nnment
(particularly the Departnent of Education) and an NGO Food and Trees for
Africa, which encourages tree planting and cl ean up camnpai gns, while planting
food gardens in school grounds. NGOs such as W/ derness Leadership Foundation
focus on taking young | eaders into wilderness areas to experience nature and
pronote a strong conservation ethic in future | eaders.

185. The NBSAP is currently under devel opnent, and will include public
awar eness and educati on needs.

186. Full public participation in all stages of policy devel opnent is an

i mportant principle in South Africa. In the case of environmental and

bi odi versity policy devel opnent, South Africa has been greatly assisted by
donor funding, but such communication is often focussed on the |arger urban
centres.

187. Many non governnental organisations play a critical role in raising
awar eness. Al though supported in principle by governnent, this work is
| argely funded by donors and the business sector

188. The National Departnent of Education is devel oping curricula that
i ncl ude environnental education as part of the school syll abus.

190. Under the Southern African Biodiversity Support Programe, a docunent on
bi odi versity prospecting and Access and Benefit Sharing, produced by the
| UCN- Sout h Africa, has been reprinted and translated into two additiona
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South African | anguages (South Africa has el even official |anguages).

192. The Southern African Biodiversity Support Programre includes the focus
areas of Access and Benefit Sharing and |Invasive Alien Species.
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Article 14 Inpact assessnent and minim zing adverse inpacts

194.

VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and

the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b)

Medi um c) Low

195.

To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations

and recommendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c)

Limting

X

d)

Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of

resources

Envi ronnental | npact Assessnents (ElAs) are nandatory in South Africa for
specific listed activities. However, there are capacity constraints, for
exanpl e, insufficient staff tasked with reviewing and naki ng deci si ons based
on ElIA reports. In addition, such ElAs are not specifically required to focus
on biodiversity, and nmust take into account a range of objectives, including
soci al and econom c inperatives.

i npact assessnent of
diversity (14 (1a))?

196. Is legislation in place requiring an environnent al
proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on bi ol ogi cal

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation in place X

e) review of inplenentation avail able

197. Do such environnmental inpact assessnent procedures allow for public
participation (14(1la))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
198. Does your country have nechanisns in place to ensure that the environnental

programmes and policies that are likely to have significant
diversity are duly taken into account (14(1b))?

consequences of nati onal
adverse inpacts on bi ol ogi cal

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnment X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge
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199. I's your country involved in bilateral, regional and/or multilateral discussion
on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your
country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

200. I's your country inplenenting bilateral, regional and/or nultilateral agreenents
on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your
country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no

b) no, assessnent of options in progress

c) sone conpleted, others in progress X
b) yes
201. Has your country nechanisns in place to notify other States of cases of

i mm nent or grave danger or damage to biol ogical diversity originating in your country
and potentially affecting those States (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechani sns in pl ace X

e) no need identified

202. Has your country nechanisns in place to prevent or mnimze danger or danmage
originating in your State to biol ogical diversity in other States or in areas beyond
the limts of national jurisdiction (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge

e) no need identified

203. Has your country national nechanisnms in place for energency response to
activities or events which present a grave and inm nent danger to biol ogical diversity
(14(1e))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) mechani sns in pl ace

204. Has your country encouraged international cooperation to establish joint
conti ngency plans for energency responses to activities or events which present a
grave and i mm nent danger to biol ogical diversity (14(1le))?

a) no

b) yes X

c) no need identified
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Deci sion |1V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention [part]

205. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information and
experience relating to environnental inpact assessment and resulting mtigating
measures and incentive schenes?

a) no

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties X

d) information provided on the national CHM

206. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information on
measures and agreenments on liability and redress applicable to damage to bi ol ogi cal
di versity?

a) no X

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties

d) information provided on the national CHM

Deci sion V/18. |npact assessment, liability and redress
207. Has your country integrated environnental inpact assessment into programes on
thematic areas and on alien species and tourisnf
a) no
b) partly integrated X

c) fully integrated

208. When carrying out environnental inpact assessments does your country address
| oss of biological diversity and the interrel ated soci o-economc, cultural and human-
health aspects relevant to biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no
b) partly X
c) fully
209. When devel opi ng new | egi sl ative and regul atory franeworks, does your country

have in place mechani sns to ensure the consideration of biological diversity concerns
fromthe early stages of the drafting process?

a) no

b) in sone circunstances X

c) in all circunstances

210. Does your country ensure the involvenent of all interested and affected

st akehol ders in a participatory approach to all stages of the assessnent process?
a) no
b) yes - in certain circunstances

c) yes - in all cases X
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211. Has your country organi sed expert meetings, workshops and sem nars, and/or
trai ni ng, educational and public awareness programes and exchange progranmmes in order
to pronote the devel opnent of |ocal expertise in methodol ogi es, techni ques and
procedures for inpact assessnment?

a) no

b) sone programes in pl ace

c) many programes in place X

d) integrated approach to buil ding expertise

212. Has your country carried out pilot environnmental inpact assessment projects, in
order to pronote the devel opnent of |ocal expertise in nethodol ogi es, techni ques and
procedur es?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide further details)

213. Does your country use strategic environnental assessnents to assess not only
the inpact of individual projects, but also their curul ative and gl obal effects, and
ensure the results are applied in the decision making and pl anni ng processes?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

214. Does your country require the inclusion of devel opnent of alternatives,
mtigati on neasures and consi deration of the el aboration of conpensati on neasures in
envi ronment al i npact assessnent ?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

215. Is national information available on the practices, systens, nechani snms and
experiences in the area of strategic environnental assessnment and inpact assessnent?

a) no X

b) yes (please append or sunmari se)
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Further coments on inplementation of this Article

196. Environnmental |npact Assessnents are called for in terms of sections 21
22 and 26 of the Environment Conservation Act (1989). These requirenents are
under review and updated El A Regul ati ons are expected in 2004.

In addition, section 52 of the National Environnental Managenent:

Bi odi versity Bill (2004) makes provision for the listing of threatening
processes or activities in threatened or protected ecosystens, which nmay not
be undertaken w thout the appropriate authorisation

201/ 202. South Africa is in the process of devel oping a National D saster and
Ri sk Management Strategy. This will be fully integrated with regi ona
consi derati ons.

203. Severe flooding in the Linpopo Province of South Africa and in
Mozambi que i n 2000, highlighted the need to be fully prepared for disaster
management. South Africa is establishing a National D saster Managenent
Centre.
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Article 15 Access to genetic resources

216. VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

217. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

218. Has your country endeavoured to create conditions to facilitate access to
genetic resources for environmental |y sound uses by other Contracting Parties (15(2))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
219. Is there any mutual understanding or agreenent in place between different
interest groups and the State on access to genetic resources (15(4))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

220. Has your country an open participation planning process, or any other process
in place, to ensure that access to resources is subject to prior inforned consent
(15(5))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) processes in place

221. Has your country taken measures to ensure that any scientific research based on
genetic resources provided by other Contracting Parties is devel oped and carried out
with the full participation of such Contracting Parties (15(6))?

a) no neasures X

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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222. Has your country taken measures to ensure the fair and equitable sharing of the
results of research and devel opnent and the benefits arising fromthe comercial and
ot her use of genetic resources with any Contracting Party providing such resources
(15(7)) 7

a) no neasures

b) sone measures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive neasures in place

If so, are these neasures

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and adm ni strative measures X
Decision 11/11 and Decision I11/15. Access to genetic resources
223. Has your country provided the secretariat with i nformati on on rel evant

| egi slation, admi nistrative and policy neasures, participatory processes and research
pr ogr anmes?

a) no X

b) yes, within the previous national report

c) yes, through case-studies

d) yes, through other neans (please give details bel ow)

224, Has your country inpl emented capacity-building programes to pronopte successfu
devel opment and i npl ement ati on of |egislative, adm nistrative and policy neasures and
gui del i nes on access, including scientific, technical, business, |egal and managenent
skills and capacities?

a) no

b) sone progranmes covering sone needs X

C) many progranmmres covering sone needs

d) programmes cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need

225. Has your country anal ysed experiences of |egislative, admnistrative and policy
measures and gui delines on access, including regional efforts and initiatives, for use
in further devel opnent and i npl enentati on of neasures and gui del i nes?

a) no

b) analysis in progress X

c) analysis conpleted

226. I's your country collaborating with all rel evant stakehol ders to explore
devel op and i npl enent gui del i nes and practices that ensure nutual benefits to
provi ders and users of access neasures?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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227. Has your country identified national authorities responsible for granting
access to genetic resources?

a) no X

b) yes
228. I's your country taking an active role in negotiations associated with the

adaptati on of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agricul ture?

a) no
b) yes X
Deci sion V/26. Access to genetic resources
229. Has your country designated a national focal point and one or nore conpetent

national authorities to be responsible for access and benefit-sharing arrangenents or
to provide informati on on such arrangenents?

a) no X

b) yes

c) yes, and Executive Secretary notified

230. Do your country’s national biodiversity strategy, and |egislative
adm ni strative or policy neasures on access and benefit-sharing, contribute to
conservation and sustai nabl e use objectives?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Parties that are recipients of genetic resources

231. Has your country adopted admi nistrative or policy neasures that are supportive
of efforts made by provider countries to ensure that access to their genetic resources
is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the Convention?

a) no
b) ot her arrangenents made X
c) yes
232. Does your country co-operate with other Parties in order to find practical and

equi tabl e sol utions supportive of efforts nmade by provider countries to ensure that
access to their genetic resources is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the
Conventi on, recogni zing the conplexity of the issue, with particul ar consideration of
the multiplicity of prior informed consent considerations?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)
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233. In developing its |egislation on access,
and al l owed for the devel opnent of a multilateral

has your country taken into account

systemto facilitate access and

benefit-sharing in the context of the International Undertaking on Plant Cenetic

Resour ces?
a) no
b) 1 egislation under devel opnment X
c) yes
234. I's your country co-ordinating its positions in both the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources?
a) no
b) taking steps to do so X
c) yes
235. Has your country provided information to the Executive Secretary on user

institutions, the market for genetic resources,
ener gi ng nmechani snms for benefit sharing, incentive neasures,
definitions, sui generis systens and “internedi ari es”?

non- nonet ary benefits, new and
clarification of

a) no X

b) sone information provided

c) substantial information provided

236. Has your country submitted information on specific issues related to the role
of intellectual property rights in the inplenentation of access and benefit-sharing
arrangenments to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X
b) yes
237. Has your country provided capacity-building and technol ogy devel opnent and

transfer for the mai ntenance and utilization of ex situ collections?
a) no
b) yes to a linmted extent X

c) yes to a significant extent
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Further coments on inplementation of this Article

218. Several agreenments have been signed to enable access to South Africa’'s
genetic resources by other Contracting Parties. It should be noted, however
that there is concern within South Africa, particularly non governnental
organi sati ons and conmunity organi sations, that such agreements may not
adequately protect the rights of indigenous peoples and comunities. Since
South Africa has not yet established a National Focal Point, it is difficult
to state the extent of agreenments that have been entered into by various

st akehol ders. Such agreenents have been signed by institutions.

This situation will probably inprove when the new Biodiversity Bill is

i mpl enented in 2004, but until then the process of access has been difficult
for many because there are no clear procedures and harnoni sed regul ations in
pl ace.

221. This only cones about if separate parties agree in a benefit-sharing
contract, however, South Africa has not included this as a statutory

requi renment in the chapter on Bioprospecting, Access and Benefit Sharing in
the 2004 Biodiversity Bill. Nevertheless, the Biodiversity Bill nakes
provision for the establishnment of a centralised Bi oprospecting Trust.

The partners of the Bioprospecting Consortium working on nedicinal plants
(Medi cal Research Council, National Botanical Institute, Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research, Agricultural Research Council and severa
uni versities) have established a Trust, to ensure that there is fair and
equi tabl e sharing of financial benefits with indigenous peoples and
conmuni ti es and ot her stakehol ders.

224. The Sout hern African Biodiversity Support Programe has a focus on
Access and Benefit Sharing.

228. National Departnent of Agriculture and the National Plant Genetic
Resources Comittee were invol ved.

227/ 229. South Africa has not designated a National Focal Point, although
di scussi ons are underway between Departnent of Environnental Affairs and
Tourism National Departnment of Agriculture and Departnment of Science and
Technol ogy. The nine provinces do operate as Conmpetent Authorities (with
varyi ng degrees of conpetence).

233. The plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, as covered in the
treaty, was not included in South Africa's |egislation
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Article 16 Access to and transfer of technol ogy

238. VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

Medi um c) Low

a) High X b)

239. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendati ons nade?

X c) Severely limting

a) Good b) Adequate Limting d)

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

240. Has your country taken neasures to provide or facilitate access for and

transfer to other Contracting Parties of technol ogies that are relevant to the

conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity or nmake use of genetic
resources and do not cause significant damage to the environnent (16(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

241.
transferred to your country on concessi ona

I's your country aware of any initiatives under which rel evant technology is
or preferential terns (16(2))?

a) no X

b) yes (please give brief details bel ow

242. Has your country taken nmeasures so that Contracting Parties which provide
genetic resources are provided access to and transfer of technol ogy which make use of
those resources, on nutually agreed terns (16(3))?

a) not relevant
b) relevant, but no neasures
c) sone neasures in place X
d) potential measures under review
e) conprehensive neasures in place
If so, are these neasures
a) Legislation
b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation
c) Policy and adninistrative arrangenents X
243. Has your country taken neasures so that the private sector facilitates access

to joint devel opnment and transfer of relevant technol ogy for the benefit of governnent
institutions and the private sector of devel oping countries (16(4))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X
c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

I f

SO,

are these neasures

a) Legislation?
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b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation?

c) Policy and adnministrative arrangenents? X

244, Does your country have a national systemfor intellectual property right
protection (16(5))?

a) no
b) yes X
245. If yes, does it cover biological resources (for exanple, plant species) in any
way ?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Decision 111/17. Intellectual property rights

246. Has your country conducted and provided to the secretariat case-studies of the
impacts of intellectual property rights on the achi evenent of the Conventions
obj ectives?

a) no X

b) sone

c) many

Further comrents on inplenmentation of this Article

240. Technol ogy transfer in the collection, curation and databasi ng of

bot ani cal diversity material and information has been |l ed by South Africa
t hrough the SABONET (Southern African Botanical Diversity Network) Regiona
Capacity Building Project, supported by donor funding.
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Article 17 Exchange of information

247. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

248. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendati ons nmade?

a) CGood b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

South Africa (particularly research institutions) publishes and distributes a vast
literature on the biodiversity of southern Africa, much of this supported by websites
as their neans of access. National, regional and international synposia, workshops and
trai ning semnars support networking and i nformati on exchange. Newsletters and
journals are distributed to thousands of biodiversity professionals throughout the
regi on and gl obal ly.

249. Has your country taken neasures to facilitate the exchange of information from
publicly avail abl e sources (17(1))?

a) no neasures

b) restricted by |ack of resources

c) sone neasures in place X

d) potential neasures under review

e) conprehensive measures in place

If a devel oped country Party -

250. Do these nmeasures take into account the special needs of devel oping countries
(17(1))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

251. If so, do these neasures include all the categories of information listed in
Article 17(2), including technical, scientific and soci o-econon c research, training and
surveyi ng progranmes, specialized know edge, repatriation of information and so on?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent
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Article 18 Technical and scientific cooperation

252. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

253. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendati ons nmade?

a) CGood b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

254, Has your country taken neasures to pronote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi ca
diversity (18(1))?

a) no measures

b) sone nmeasures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

255. Do the neasures taken to pronobte cooperation with other Contracting Parties in
the inplenentation of the Convention pay special attention to the devel opnent and
strengt heni ng of national capabilities by nmeans of human resources devel opnment and
institution building (18(2))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
256. Has your country encouraged and devel oped nethods of cooperation for the

devel opnent and use of technol ogies, including indigenous and traditiona
technol ogi es, in pursuance of the objectives of this Convention (18(4))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) methods in place
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257. Does such cooperation include the training of personnel and exchange of experts
(18(4)) 7

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

258. Has your country pronoted the establishnent of joint research programmes and
joint ventures for the devel opnent of technol ogies relevant to the objectives of the
Convention (18(5))?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

Decision 11/3, Decision Ill/4 and Decision |IV/2. O earing House

Mechani sm
259. I's your country cooperating in the devel opment and operation of the d earing
House Mechani snf
a) no X
b) yes
260. I's your country hel ping to devel op national capabilities through exchangi ng and

di ssem nating informati on on experiences and | essons |learned in inplenenting the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

261. Has your country designated a national focal point for the C earing-House
Mechani sn?

a) no

b) yes X
262. I's your country providing resources for the devel opnment and i npl enent ati on of

the C earing- House Mechani sn?

a) no X

b) yes, at the national |evel

c) yes, at national and international |evels

263. I's your country facilitating and participating in workshops and ot her expert
nmeetings to further the devel opnent of the CHM at international |evels?

a) no X

b) participation only

c) supporting sone neetings and participating
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264. I's your CHM operati onal

a) no X

b) under devel opnent

c) yes (please give details bel ow)

265. Is your CHM |inked to the Internet

a) no X

b) yes

266. Has your country established a multi-sectoral and nulti-disciplinary CHM
steering commttee or working group at the national |evel?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision V/14. Scientific and technical co-operation and the
cl eari nghouse nechanisns (Article 18)

267. Has your country reviewed the priorities identified in Annex | to the deci sion,
and sought to inplenent thenf

a) not revi ewed

b) reviewed but not inplenented X

c) reviewed and inplenented as appropriate

Further coments on inplenmentation of these Articles

259 — 267. South Africa established an internet-based CHM several years ago,
and designated an official in the Departnent of Environmental Affairs and
Tourismas the National Focal Point. But in 2001 the CHM experienced serious
techni cal problems. The CHMis currently non existent and needs to be re-

est abl i shed. Several other internet-based data clearing houses either exist
or are in the process of being established. For exanple, a d oba

Bi odi versity Infornation Facility (GBIF) node has been established in the
Depart nent of Science and Technol ogy (National Research Foundation). Toget her
with the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, an audit is underway
to assess the nature and extent of biodiversity data in South Africa. There
is a need to devel op a netadat abase, standardi se database fornmats and
establish links between these sites. A national mechanism for information
sharing and exchange and the identification of the appropriate focal point
will be dealt with during consultative processes to devel op the NBSAP

262. South Africa is supporting the d obal Invasive Species Programe (G SP)
secretariat, which has an international CHM function
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Article 19 Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits

268. VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

269. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

South Africa has relatively good technol ogy and infrastructure. The

Depart ment of Science and Technol ogy has identified biotechnol ogy as a
priority focus area and the Biotechnology Strategy is currently being

i mpl enented. This includes establishing small, nediumand mcro-enterprises
in the sector.

270. Has your country taken measures to provide for the effective participation in
bi ot echnol ogi cal research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide the
genetic resources for such research (19(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sone nmeasures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

If so, are these neasures:

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and adninistrative measures X

271. Has your country taken all practicable neasures to pronbte and advance priority
access on a fair and equitable basis by Contracting Parties to the results and
benefits arising from bi ot echnol ogi es based upon genetic resources provided by those
Contracting Parties (19(2))?

a) no neasures

b) sone measures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place
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Decision IV/3. Issues related to biosafety and Decision V/1. Wrk Pl an
of the Intergovernmental Comittee for the Cartagena Protocol on
Bi osafety

272. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety?

a) not a signatory

b) signed, ratification in progress

c) instrunent of ratification deposited X

Further conmments on inplementation of this Article

South Africa acceded to the Cartagena Protocol in August 2003. Di scussions
have taken pl ace between the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
and the National Departnent of Agriculture regarding the location of the
Conpetent Authority and it has been agreed that this should be the National
Depart ment of Agriculture.
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Article 20 Financial resources

273. VWhat is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium c) Low X

274. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

275. Has your country provided financial support and incentives in respect of those
national activities which are intended to achieve the objectives of the Convention
(20(1))?

a) no

b) yes — incentives only

c) yes — financial support only X
d) yes — financial support and incentives

If a devel oped country Party -

276. Has your country provided new and additional financial resources to enable
devel opi ng country Parties to neet the agreed increnental costs to them of

i mpl ementi ng neasures which fulfil the obligations of the Convention, as agreed
bet ween you and the interimfinancial nechanism (20(2))?

a) no

b) yes
If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition —
277. Has your country received new and additional financial resources to enable you
to neet the agreed full increnental costs of inplenenting neasures which fulfil the
obligations of the Convention (20(2))?

a) no

b) yes X

If a devel oped country Party -

278. Has your country provided financial resources related to inplenentation of the
Convention through bilateral, regional and other nultilateral channels (20(3))?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

279. Has your country used financial resources related to inplenentation of the
Convention frombilateral, regional and other nmultilateral channels (20(3))?

a) no

b) yes X
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Decision II11/6. Additional financial resources

280. I's your country working to ensure that all funding institutions (including
bi | at eral assistance agencies) are striving to make their activities nore supportive
of the Convention?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
281. I's your country cooperating in any efforts to devel op standardi zed i nformation

on financial support for the objectives of the Convention?

a) no X

b) yes (please attach infornmation)

Deci sion V/11. Additional financial resources

282. Has your country established a process to nonitor financial support to
bi odi versity?

a) no X

b) procedures being established

c) yes (please provide details)

283. Are details avail abl e of your country’s financial support to national
bi odi versity activities?

a) no

b) not in a standardized format X

c) yes (please provide details)

284. Are details avail abl e of your country’s financial support to biodiversity
activities in other countries?

a) not applicable

b) no X

c) not in a standardi zed for mat

d) yes (please provide details)

Devel oped country Parties -

285. Does your country pronote support for the inplenmentation of the objectives of
the Convention in the funding policy of its bilateral funding institutions and those
of regional and nultilateral funding institutions?

a) no

b) yes

Devel opi ng country Parties -

286. Does your country di scuss ways and neans to support inplenentation of the
obj ectives of the Convention in its dialogue with funding institutions?

a) no

b) yes X
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287. Has your country conpiled information on the additional financial support
provi ded by the private sector?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)

288. Has your country considered tax exenptions in national taxation systens for
bi odi versity-rel ated donati ons?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national conditions

c) exenptions under devel opment X

d) exenptions in place

Further comrents on inplenmentation of this Article

South Africa has received substantial |evels of funding fromthe d oba
Environnent Facility and other international donors, including bilatera
agreenments. This has funded projects and progranmes relating to biodiversity
i n government departments, agenci es and non-governnental organi sations.
However, exact figures are difficult to conme by as no central register is
kept .
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Article 21 Financial nechanism

289. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

290. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendati ons nmade?

a) CGood b) Adequate X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

291. Has your country worked to strengthen existing financial institutions to
provi de financial resources for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
diversity?

a) no
b) yes X
Decision I11/7. Guidelines for the review of the effectiveness of the
financial nmechani sm
292. Has your country provided information on experiences gained through activities

funded by the financial nmechani sn?

a) no activities

b) no, although there are activities

c) yes, within the previous national report

d) yes, through case-studies X

e) yes, through other neans (please give details bel ow)

Further coments on inplenmentation of this Article

292. See the publication: Minstream ng Biodiversity in Devel opnent. Case
Studies from South Africa. (2002) Pierce, SC M, Cowing, R M, Sandwith, T.
and MacKi nnon, K. (Eds) World Bank Environnent Department.
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Article 23 Conference of the Parties

293. How many people from your country participated in each of the neetings of the
Conference of the Parties?

a) COP 1 (Nassau)

b) COP 2 (Jakarta)

c) COP 3 (Buenos Aires)

d) COP 4 (Bratislava)

O N W | N W

e) COP 5 (Nairobi)

Decision 1/6, Decision 11/10, Decision Il11/24 and Decision |V/17.
Fi nance and budget

294. Has your country paid all of its contributions to the Trust Fund?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision 1V/16 (part) Preparation for neetings of the Conference of the

Parties
295. Has your country participated in regional neetings focused on di scussing
i mpl enentati on of the Convention before any neetings of the Conference of the Parties?
a) no
b) yes (please specify which) X

If a devel oped country Party —

296. Has your country funded regi onal and sub-regi onal neetings to prepare for the
COP, and facilitated the participation of devel oping countries in such neetings?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details bel ow)

Deci sion V/22. Budget for the programre of work for the biennium 2001-
2002

297. Did your country pay its contribution to the core budget (BY Trust Fund) for
2001 by 1°' January 2001°?

a) yes in advance

b) yes on tine

c) no but subsequently paid X

d) not yet paid




82

298. Has your country nade additional voluntary contributions to the trust funds of
t he Convention?

a) yes in the 1999-2000 bi enni um

b) yes for the 2001- 2002 bi enni um

c) expect to do so for the 2001-2002 bi enni um

d) no X

Further comrents on inplenmentation of this Article




Article 24 Secretari at
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299. Has your country provided direct support to the Secretariat in ternms of
seconded staff, financial contribution for Secretariat activities, etc?
a) no X
b) yes

Further conmments on inplementation of this Article




Article 25 Subsidiary body on scientific, technical and technol ogi ca
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advi ce

300. How many people from your country participated in each of the neetings of
SBSTTA?

a) SBSTTA | (Paris) 1

b) SBSTTA Il (Montreal) 2

c) SBSTTA Il (Montreal) 2

d) SBSTTA |V (Montreal) 1

e) SBSTTA V (Montreal) 1

Further comrents on inplenmentation of this Article
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301. What is the status of your

first national report?

a) Not submtted

b) Summary report submtted

c) Interimdraft report subnitted

d) Final report subnitted X
If b), c) or d), was your report submtted:
by the original deadline of 1.1.98 (Decision I11/9)?
by the extended deadline of 31.12.98 (Decision |V/14)? X
Later (please specify date)
Deci sion |1V/14 National reports
302. Did all relevant stakehol ders participate in the preparation of this national
report, or in the conpilation of information used in the report?
a) no X
b) yes
303. Has your country taken steps to ensure that its first and/or second national
report(s) is/are avail able for use by rel evant stakehol ders?
a) no
b) yes X
If yes, was this by:
a) informal distribution? X
b) publ i shing the report?
c) meki ng the report avail abl e on request? X
d) posting the report on the |nternet?
Deci sion V/19. National reporting
304. Has your country prepared voluntary detailed thematic reports on one or nore of
the itens for in-depth consideration at an ordinary neeting of the parties, follow ng
the gui delines provided?
a) no X

b) yes — forest ecosystens

c) yes — alien species

d) yes — benefit sharing

Furt her comrents on

i mpl enentation of this Article




Deci sion V/ 6. Ecosystem approach
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305. I's your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the

princi pl es and gui dance contained in the annex to decision V/6?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) sone aspects are being applied X
d) substantially inplenented
306. I's your country devel opi ng practical expressions of the ecosystem approach for

national policies and |legislation and for inplementation activities, with adaptation
to local, national, and regional conditions, in particular in the context of

activities devel oped within the thematic areas of the Convention?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) sone aspects are being applied

d) substantially inplenented

307. I's your country identifying case studi es and inpl enenting pil ot

proj ects that

denonstrate the ecosystem approach, and usi ng wor kshops and ot her nechani sns to

enhance awareness and share experience?

a) no
b) case-studies identified X
c) pilot projects underway
d) wor kshops pl anned/ hel d X
e) information avail abl e through CHMV
308. I's your country strengthening capacities for inplenentation of the ecosystem

approach, and providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to

i mpl enent the ecosystem approach?

a) no

b) yes within the country X

c) yes including support to other Parties
309. Has your country pronoted regi onal co-operation in applying the ecosystem
approach across national borders?

a) no

b) informal co-operation

c) formal co-operation (please give details) X
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I nl and wat er ecosystens

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

310. Has your country included informati on on biol ogical diversity in wetlands when
providing informati on and reports to the CSD, and considered including inland water
bi ol ogi cal diversity issues at neetings to further the recomendati ons of the CSD?

a) no
b) yes X
311. Has your country included inland water biological diversity considerations in

its work with organizations, institutions and conventions affecting or working with
i nland water?

a) no

b) yes X

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition —

312. When requesting support for projects relating to inland water ecosystens from
the GEF, has your country given priority to identifying inportant areas for
conservation, preparing and inplenenting integrated watershed, catchnment and river
basi n managenent plans, and investigating processes contributing to biodiversity |oss?

a) no
b) yes X
313. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work specified in annex 1 to the
decision, and identified priorities for national action in inplenenting the progranme?
a) no
b) under revi ew X
c) yes

Decision V/2. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work on the biological diversity of inland water ecosystens
(inpl emrentati on of decision |V/4)

314. I's your country supporting and/or participating in the River Basin Initiative?
a) no
b) yes X
315. I's your country gathering informati on on the status of inland water biol ogical
di versity?
a) no
b) assessnents ongoi ng X

c) assessnents conpl et ed

316. Is this information available to other Parties?

a) no

b) yes - national report

c) yes — through the CHM

d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow) X
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317. Has your country devel oped national and/or sectoral plans for the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of inland water ecosystens?

a) no

b) yes — national plans only X

c) yes — national plans and maj or sectors

d) yes — national plans and all sectors

318. Has your country inplenented capacity-building neasures for devel opi ng and
i mpl enenting these plans?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

319. Is the conservation and sustai nabl e use of wetlands, and of migratory species
and their habitats, fully incorporated into your national strategies, plans and
programmes for conserving biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes X

Furt her coments on inplenmentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed progranmme of work

309. Several joint managenent institutions and plans have been drawn up, for
a nunber of Transfrontier Conservation Areas, which apply the ecosystem
approach. (The progranme includes renoval of fences to open up migratory
routes, translocation of |arge mammal s, including el ephant, rhinoceros,
cheetah and antel ope and the establishnent of tourismw th comunity

i nvol venent.) These are the Kgal agadi Transfrontier Park (South
Africal/Botswana — bilateral agreement signed in 1999); the Geat Linmpopo
Transfrontier Park and Resource Area (South Africal/Zi nbabwe/ Mbzanbi que —
joint agreement signed in 2002); the !'Ai-lAis/Richtersveld Transfrontier
Conservation Park (South Africa/Nam bia — treaty signed in 2003); the Mloti -
Dr akensberg Transfrontier Park and Devel opnent Area (South Africal/lLesotho —
bi | ateral Menorandum of Understandi ng signed in 2001).

The Cape Action for People and Environnment (CAPE), Subtropical Thicket
Ecosystem Pl anni ng (STEP) and Succul ent Karoo Ecosystem Progranme are al
based on the ecosystem approach

The Succul ent Karoo Ecosystem Programe applied the ecosystem approach across
t he whol e bionme, including in Nam bia

314. South Africa is actively participating in the sub-regional programre for
sout hern Africa.

315. River Health Programe; DWAF/ CSIR Freshwat er Conservation Pl an

Coordi nated Waterbird Counts nonitors all waterbird species on freshwater
bodi es and estuaries. South Africa is commtted to inplenmenting the
Convention on Mgratory Species and the African-Eurasian Mgratory Waterbird
Agreenent (AEWA) .

319. South Africa’s National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan will be
conpleted in 2004 and will include considerations on sustainable use of
wet | ands and of migratory species and their habitats.
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Decision |I1/10 and Decision |IV/5. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of

mari ne and coastal biological diversity

320. Does your national strategy and action plan pronote the conservati on and
sust ai nabl e use of marine and coastal biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

X

321. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional

adm ni strative

and | egi sl ative arrangenents for the devel opnent of integrated managenent of narine

and coastal ecosystens?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X
d) arrangenents in place
322. Has your country provided the Executive Secretary with advi ce and i nfornmation

on future options concerning the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of mari ne and

coastal biological diversity?

a) no X

b) yes
323. Has your country undertaken and/or exchanged i nformati on on denpnstration
projects as practical exanples of integrated nmari ne and coastal area managenent ?

a) no X

b) yes — previous national report

c) yes - case-studies

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)
324. Has your country programres in place to enhance and inprove know edge on the
genetic structure of |ocal popul ations of nmarine species subjected to stock
enhancenment and/or sea-ranching activities?

a) no X

b) progranmes are bei ng devel oped

c) programmes are being inplenented for sone species

d) programes are being inplenented for many species

e) not a perceived problem

325. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work specified in an
decision, and identified priorities for national action in inplenmentin

annex to the
g the programe?

a) no

X

b) under revi ew

c) yes
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Decision V/3. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work on marine and coastal biological diversity (inplenmentation of
deci sion |V/5)

326. I's your country contributing to the inplenmentation of the work plan on coral
bl eachi ng?

a) no X
b) yes
c) not rel evant
327. I's your country inplenenting other neasures in response to coral bl eaching?
a) no X

b) yes (please provide details bel ow)

c) not rel evant

328. Has your country submitted case-studies on the coral bleaching phenonenon to
the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

c) not rel evant

Furt her coments on inplenentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed programre of work

320. South Africa’s National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan will be
conpleted in 2004 and will include considerations on conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of marine and coastal environnents.

321. Measures include the Coastal Zone Managerment Plan and the d oBall ast
Pr ogr amme.
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Decision I11/11 and Decision |IV/6. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of

agricultural biological diversity

329.

Has your country identified and assessed rel evant ongoi ng activities and
existing instrunents at the national |evel?

a)

no

b)

early stages of review and assessnent

c)

advanced stages of review and assessment

d)

assessnent conpl et ed

330. Has your country identified i ssues and priorities that need to be addressed at
the national |evel?

a) no

b) in progress X

c) yes

331.

I's your country using any nmethods and indicators to nonitor the inpacts of
agricul tural devel opnent projects, including the intensification and extensification
of production systens, on biol ogical diversity?

a)

no

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnment

d)

nmechani sns i n pl ace

332. I's your country taking steps to share experiences addressing the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity?

a) no X

b) yes — case-studies

c) yes — other nechani sns (pl ease specify)
333. Has your country conducted case-studies on the issues identified by SBSTTA: i)
pollinators, ii) soil biota, and iii) integrated | andscape managenent and farm ng
systens?

a) no X

b) yes — pollinators

c) yes — soil biota

d) yes — integrated | andscape nanagenent and farm ng systens
334. I's your country establishing or enhanci ng nechani sns for increasing public

awar eness and under st andi ng of the inportance of the sustainable use of
agr obi odi versity conmponents?

a)

no

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d)

nmechani sns i n pl ace
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335. Does your country have national strategies, progranmes and pl ans which ensure
t he devel opnent and successful inplenentation of policies and actions that |ead to
sust ai nabl e use of agrobi odiversity conponents?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechani sns in pl ace

336. I's your country pronoting the transformati on of unsustainable agricul tural
practices into sustainable production practices adapted to |ocal biotic and abiotic
condi tions?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

337. I's your country pronmoting the use of farm ng practices that not only increase
productivity, but also arrest degradation as well as reclaim rehabilitate, restore
and enhance bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

338. I's your country pronmoting nobilization of farm ng comunities for the
devel opnent, mai ntenance and use of their know edge and practices in the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent X

c) yes - significant extent

339. Is your country helping to inplenent the G obal Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Sustainable Uilization of Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) yes X
340. I's your country collaborating with other Contracting Parties to identify and
pronot e sustai nabl e agricultural practices and integrated | andscape nanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision V/5. Agricultural biological diversity: review of phase | of
the programme of work and adoption of a nulti-year work programe

341. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you can coll aborate in its inplenmentation?

a) no X

b) yes
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342. I's your country pronoting regional and thematic co-operation within this
framework of the programre of work on agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) sone co-operation X

c) w despread co-operation

d) full co-operation in all areas

343. Has your country provided financial support for inplenentation of the progranme
of work on agricultural biological diversity?

a) no X

b) limted additional funds

c) significant additional funds

If a devel oped country Party —

344. Has your country provided financial support for inplenentation of the progranme
of work on agricultural biological diversity, in particular for capacity building and
case-studi es, in devel oping countries and countries with econom es in transition?

a) no

b) yes within existing cooperation programeg(s)

b) yes, including limted additional funds

c) yes, with significant additional funds

345. Has your country supported actions to raise public awareness in support of
sust ai nabl e farm ng and food producti on systens that nmmintain agricul tural biological
di versity?

a) no

b) yes, to a limted extent

c) yes, to a significant extent

346. I's your country co-ordinating its position in both the Conventi on on Bi ol ogi cal
Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) taking steps to do so

c) yes

347. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior
I nformed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chem cals and Pesticides in
I nternational Trade?

a) not a signatory

b) signed — ratification in process

c) instrunent of ratification deposited

348. I's your country supporting the application of the Executive Secretary for
observer status in the Cormittee on Agriculture of the Wirld Trade Organi sati on?

a) no

b) yes
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349. I's your country collaborating with other Parties on the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no

b) yes X
350. I's your country conpiling case-studies and inplenenting pilot projects rel evant

to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)

351. Has informati on on scientific assessnments relevant to genetic use restriction
technol ogi es been supplied to other Contracting Parties through nedia such as the
Cl eari ng- House Mechani snf

a) not applicable

b) no X

c) yes - national report

d) yes — through the CHM

e) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

352. Has your country consi dered how t o address generic concerns regardi ng such
technol ogi es as genetic use restriction technol ogi es under international and nationa
approaches to the safe and sustai nabl e use of gernpl asn®?

a) no

b) yes — under consideration X

c) yes — measures under devel opment

353. Has your country carried out scientific assessnents on inter alia ecol ogi cal
soci al and econonic effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a) no

b) sone assessnents X

c) major programre of assessments

354. Has your country disseninated the results of scientific assessments on inter
alia ecol ogical, social and economc effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

355. Has your country identified the ways and neans to address the potential inpacts
of genetic use restriction technologies on the in situ and ex situ conservation and
sust ai nabl e use, including food security, of agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) sone neasures identified X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive review conpl et ed
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356. Has your country assessed whether there is a need for effective regul ations at
the national level with respect to genetic use restriction technol ogies to ensure the
saf ety of human health, the environment, food security and the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes — regul ati on needed X

c) yes — regulation not needed (please give nore details)

357. Has your country devel oped and applied such regul ati ons taking into account,
inter alia, the specific nature of variety-specific and trait-specific genetic use
restriction technol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes — devel oped but not yet applied

c) yes — devel oped and applied

358. Has i nformati on about these regul ati ons been made avail abl e to ot her
Contracting Parties?

a) no X

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

Furt her coments on inplenentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed programre of work
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Forest biological diversity

Decision 11/9 and Decision |V/7. Forest biological diversity

359. Has your country included expertise on forest biodiversity in its del egations
to the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests?

a) no

b) yes X

c) not rel evant
360. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you can coll aborate in its inplenmentation?

a) no

b) under revi ew X

c) yes
361. Has your country integrated forest biological diversity considerations in its

partici pation and col |l aboration with organi zati ons, institutions and conventi ons
af fecting or working with forest biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

362. Does your country give high priority to allocation of resources to activities
that advance the objectives of the Convention in respect of forest biological
di versity?

a) no

b) yes X

For devel opi ng country Parties and Parties with economes in transition -

363. When requesting assistance through the GEF, |s your country proposing projects
whi ch pronote the inplenentation of the programe of work?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision V/4. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work for forest biological diversity

364. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity conformw th the ecosystem approach?

a) no
b) yes X
365. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservation and

sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity take into consideration the outcone of
the fourth session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests?

a) no

b) yes X
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366. W1l your country contribute to the future work of the UN Forum on Forests?
a) no
b) yes X

367. Has your country provided rel evant information on the inplenentation of this

wor k programme?

a) no X

b) yes — submi ssion of case-studies

c) yes — thematic national report submtted

d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

368. Has your country integrated national forest programmes into its nationa
bi odi versity strategies and action plans applying the ecosystem approach and
sust ai nabl e forest nmanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

369. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure participation by the forest
sector, private sector, indigenous and | ocal comunities and non-gover nment a
organi sations in the inplenentation of the programre of work?

a) no

b) yes — sone stakehol ders X

c) yes — all stakehol ders

370. Has your country taken neasures to strengthen national capacities including

| ocal capacities, to enhance the effectiveness and functions of forest protected area
networks, as well as national and |ocal capacities for inplenentation of sustainable
forest managenent, including restoration?

a) no

b) sone progranmes covering sone needs X

C) nmany programmes covering sone needs

d) programres cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need

371. Has your country taken neasures to inplenment the proposals for action of the
I nt ergover nment al Forum on Forests and the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests on
val uation of forest goods and services?

a) no

b) under consi deration X

c) measures taken
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Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hunid | ands

Deci sion V/23. Consideration of options for conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity in dryland, Mediterranean
arid, sem-arid, grassland and savannah ecosystens

372. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you will inplenent it?

a) no

b) under revi ew X

c) yes
373. I's your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the
nati onal and regional levels, the activities identified in the programe of work?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

374. I's your country fostering cooperation for the regional or subregional
i mpl enentati on of the progranme anong countries sharing simlar biones?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Furt her coments on inplenentation of these Decisions and the
associ at ed programre of work

362. Allocation of resources to achieve the objectives of the Convention
receive high priority in terns of budget and staff resources, through
research programres (including the recently conpleted national forest
classification), national forest protected area system planni ng, operationa
pl anni ng and nmanagenment of State Forests and protected areas, participatory
managenent initiatives, international certification of forests, and

devel opnent and inplenentation of criteria, indicators and standards.

368. Policy, legislation and programes on natural forests and woodl ands were
devel oped in South Africa sone tine before the devel opnent of the Nationa

Bi odi versity Strategy and Action Plan. The National Forests Act (Act 84 of
1998) notes that forests nust be nanaged so as to conserve biodiversity,
ecosystens and habitats, ensure sustainable yields of benefits and pronote
fair distribution of such benefits. A National Forests Action Programe was
devel oped by the Departnment of Water Affairs and Forestry in 1998. The NBSAP
to be conpleted in 2004 will build on this policy.

371. The Departnent of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF), although the

nati onal departnent responsible for forest managenent, has not to date been
notified or involved in the events or inputs regarding the UN Forum on
Forests. This has now been noted, and a DWAF official will be assigned as

i nternational contact and coordinator regarding this programe of work.
Despite the lack of international involvenent on the part of DWAF, nuch of
the work programmes of the Chief Directorate: Forestry, coincides with the
obj ectives of the UN Forum on Forests and its work programres. The pl anning
and managenent of State Forests, for exanple, generally conforns with the
ecosyst em appr oach.
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Deci sion V/20. Operations of the Convention

375. Does your country take into consideration gender bal ance, involvenent of
i ndi genous peopl e and nenbers of |ocal comunities, and the range of rel evant
di sci plines and expertise, when noninating experts for inclusion in the roster?

a) no X

b) yes

376. Has you country actively participated in subregional and regional activities in
order to prepare for Convention neetings and enhance inpl enentati on of the Convention?

a) no

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent X

377. Has your country undertaken a review of national programres and needs rel ated
to the inplementation of the Convention and, if appropriate, informed the Executive
Secretary?

a) no X

b) under way

c) yes
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Pl ease use this box to identify what specific activities your country
has carried out as a DIRECT RESULT of becoming a Contracting Party to
t he Convention, referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

As noted in the introductory boxes, South Africa has undergone profound
political and soci o-econom ¢ changes since 1993, and nuch of the new policy
and | egislation, starting with the Constitution, is heavily influenced by
sust ai nabl e devel opnent princi pl es and post-UNCED agreenents. The \Wite Paper
on the Conservation and Sustai nable Use of South Africa’ s Biologica
Diversity, the National Environnental Managenent Biodiversity Bill and
Protected Areas Bill all follow closely the requirenments of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and subscribe to the sane principles.

Pl ease use this box to identify joint initiatives with other Parties,
referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

Pl ease use this box to provide any further comrents on natters rel ated
to national inplementation of the Convention

The wordi ng of these questions is based on the Articles of the
Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties. Please
provide information on any difficulties that you have encountered in

interpreting the wording of these questions




101

If your country has conpleted its national biodiversity strategy and
action plan (NBSAP), please give the follow ng information:

Dat e of conpl etion:

I f the NBSAP has been adopted by the Gover nnment

By which authority?

On what date?

I f the NBSAP has been published pl ease give

Title:

Nanme and address of publisher:

| SBN:

Price (if applicable):

Q her informati on on ordering:

If the NBSAP has not been publi shed

Pl ease give full details of how
copi es can be obtai ned:

If the NBSAP has been posted on a national website

Pl ease give full URL:

If the NBSAP has been | odged with an | npl enenti ng Agency of the GEF

Pl ease i ndi cate which agency:

Has a copy of the NBSAP been | odged with the Convention Secretariat?

Yes No
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Pl ease provide sinmlar details if you have conpleted a Biodiversity
Country Study or another report or action plan relevant to the

obj ectives of this Convention

Pl ease provi de details of any national body (e.g. national audit
office) that has or will review the inplenmentation of the Convention in
your country
The National Environnmental Managenent: Biodiversity Bill, to be enacted in

2004, calls for the establishnment of the South African Nationa
Institute, which is likely to be the key institution to nonitor
i mpl enent ati on progress.

Bi odi versity




