"PREFACE

We live in times of great changes in Ukraine when the creation of
really independent Ukrainian State is going on. Mt is very important for
our citizens and authorities to be aware of the responsibility to contem-
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tially-wooded steppe humus is on verge of depletion ; in industry regions mutation processes are going on
and the problems with health are growing; in mountain regions ecosystems are very sensitive to anthro-
pogenic stress, etc.

Beyond any doubt;the realization of the «Strategy of; Bmdwersuty COﬁSENatIOH» will create the possi-
bility to decrease dbéwve mentionet threats. and wiil faciiitaté not the refiabilitation and recovery atural
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Organizationsl backing ai ! ty relating ta Strategy implementation is to be provided by the
Ministry for Environmentat Pratection Icledr Safety with the participation of other concerned central and local
bodies of executive power. Resélving of scientific, technical and other issues in the sphere of biodiversity conser-
vation will be promoted-by the creation ¢ itative body that will include officials from concerned central and
local bodies of executive power, leading st entists and representatives of public organizations, ' -

Scientific and Methodological Instruments

In order to conserve biological 'div'e'fs'ity, research work will be.undertaken to ensure its protection, restoration
and rational utilization. The methodological basis for ‘these investigations will be an improved system of monitoring,

including inventory of natural resources, keeping cadastres on the basis of creating data banks and gecinformation
biodiversity systems. '

Informational and Educational instruments

In order to improve ecological education, the creation of information and education centers is contemplated on
the basis of territories of the nature reserve fund. Publication of popuitar scientific and other kinds of literature wiil
be increased, a series of relevant popular scientific TV- and radio programs will be initiated. Revision of curricula and
training programs is to be carried out at pre-school institutions, secondary and higher educational establishments in
order to broaden the knowledge of biodiversity, improve training and upgrading of skifls of specialists in the sphere
of biodiversity conservation, taking into account the international experience. Ecological knowledge must become a
mandatory qualification requirement for all officials whose activity is linked to utilization of natural resources, or influ-
ences the state of environment.




The Main Lines of Activity in Biodiversity Conservation

The main lines of activity relating to biodiversity conservation are as follows:

conservation of coastal, marine, river, wetland, lacustrine and marshland, meadow and steppe, woodland and high-
land ecosystems;

ecological of agricultural landscapes and other territaries of intensive econamic activity;
conservation of species and populations;
creation of a national ecological network.

Coastal and Marine Ecosystems

In order ta avoid negative effects of contamination, recreation pressing, diminishing of fresh water drainage,
destruction of sea bottom as a result of oil and gas extraction, construction in coastal regions), it is
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Lacustrine and Marshiand Ecosystems

In arder to solve the problems relating to negative effects for the flora and fauna, of marsh drainage, peatery,
regulation of watercourses, flooding of adjacent territories, contamination of water, it is necessary to:

conduct inventory of water and marsh areas of national, regional and local importance, work out and implement
measures to ensure their protection and restoration;

prepare a list of lakes that require special protection;

take steps to protect valuable marshland areas, first and foremaost in the Polissya region;

ensure broad participation of establishments and organizations in the implementation of international agreements
under Ramsar and Bonn Conventions and other international programs aimed at conserving lake and marshiand

ecosystems;

work out and implement measures to ensure protection of water and marshland areas of international importance.

Meadow and Steppe Ecosyst

With the aim of protecting and rationally utilizing meadow and steppe e ‘sysfe i'zing‘
ploughing up certain territories and reducing the negative effect of agricultural

map and conduct cartographic inventary of meadow and steppe areas t ave been preserved intheir natural state;

work out and implement measures to restore and improve meadow npe 'ecosyst_e{,.gse

implement measures to preserve habitals for the existence of birds; fiest and foremost, the bustard and other rare
species; . : e i

elaborate scientifically substantiated recommendations for ec:bld’gical!y"balanced utilization of land in steppe and for- - '

est-steppe zones;

work out and implement measures to optimize the utitization of slope lands which are of special importance as habis"
tats of rare and endemic species: o oo L

create or restore model areas of steppe plant mmunitig&‘for each geobotanical provinge of the forest~steppé and
steppe zones. e s S o




Preservation of Species and Populations

In order to preserve the geno- and cenofund of the plant and animal world, first and foremost rare and endan-
gered species, it is necessary 10

develop and implement programs and measures aimed at preserving certain species of plants and animals or their
groups, including those listed in the Red Date Book of Ukraine and international lists of rare species, and those
threatened with extinction;

create in zoological gardens, on breeding-grounds, botanical gardens and dendrological parks the centers and lab-
oratories for cultivation breeding in captivity and re-acclimatization of rare and endangered species of plants and ani-
mals; ‘ \ ' :
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