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Summary informati on on the process by which this report has been
prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders who have
been actively involved in its preparation and on material, which was

used as a basis for the report.

Preparation of the Third National Report on the Inplenentation of the
Convention in Biological Diversity in Slovakia was started and | ed by the
M nistry of the Environnent.

To facilitate the whol e process Slovakia requested assi stance fromthe

G obal Environnment Facility under Enabling Activities for Biodiversity. A
grant of 20,000 USD was approved in May 2005 on the basis on Menorandum of
Under st andi ng between United Nati ons Environnent Programre and the Mnistry
of the Environment of the Slovak Republic.

Bel ow listed institutions were involved in preparation of the Nationa
Report.

M nistry of the Environnent of the Slovak Republic
State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic
The M nistry of Culture of the Slovak Republic
The Sl ovak National Miuseum

M nistry of Health Service of the Slovak Republic
M ni stry of Education of the Slovak Republic

M nistry of Agriculture of the Slovak Republic

M ni stry of Transport, Posts and Communi cation

M nistry of Foreign Affairs

M ni stry of Econony

Sl ovak Agriculture University in Nitra

Nat i onal Coordi nation Centre for Farm Ani mal Cenetic Resources
Soi | Science and Conservati on Research Institute
Forest Research Institute

Sl ovak Environnmental Agency

Sl ovak Acadeny of Sciences

Pl ant Producti on Research Institute

Daphne — Institute of Applied Ecol ogy

Public Health Institute

Boj ni ce ZOO

Ani mal Production Research Institute

Except a formal institutional participation nore then 20 national experts
were hired to provide input to the Report on inplenentation of the CBD in
Sl ovaki a.

Draft Report was discussed and endorsed at the extended neeting of the Slovak
Conmi ssion for the Convention on Biological Diversity serving as the Nationa
St akehol der Workshop on 19 October 2005 in Bratislava. Except for
Representatives of the Slovak Governnent M nistries, experts from various
national institutions dealing with the conservation of biodiversity and
sust ai nabl e use of its conmponents participated at the workshop

Final draft of the National Report was approved by Mnister of the
Envi ronnent .




Information on any particular circunstances in your country that are
rel evant to understanding the responses to the questions in this
report.

Generally, capacities for inplenmenting the CBD have inproved in recent years,
in particular within a framework of preparation for the country accession to
EU In sonme areas this has resulted in significant strengthening of
capacities for inmplementing the CBD, even in those areas were capacities were
| acking at all in the past.

Sl ovaki a becane nenber state of the European Union on May 1, 2004. Until
that date Slovakia harmonised nearly all its legal systemwth one of the EU
This also applies to legislation related to the conservation of BD
sustai nable use of its conponents and legislation supporting equitable
sharing of benefits arising out fromutilisation of genetic resources.

Therefore, when answering to certain questions references were nade as needed
to the legal instrunments that are in force within EU

Besides EU | egislation, there are many initiatives and processes that dea
with the conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its
conponents in the pan-European context. Most inportant to be nentioned are
the mnisterial (the European M nisters of Environment) conferences called
"Environnment for Europe" and as well Forest Conferences attended by European
m ni sters responsible for forestry.

In the reporting period, status of Slovakia was changing froma country
eligible to receive devel opnment assistance to a donor country. Until | My
2004, date of accession to EU Slovakia was referred to as country with
econony in transition. At the sane tinme Slovakia has turned to be a nenber of
donor community and started to provide ODA. Therefore, where relevant,
guestions to both, countries with econom es and devel oped countries, were
answer ed.

I ndication of the level of priority your country accords to the
i npl enentation of various articles, provisions and their associ ated
deci sions, and rel evant progranmes of the work of the Convention

Articl es/Provisions Level of Priorities

/ Programme of Work Hi gh Medi um
Article 5 - X
Cooperation

Article 6 - Genera
nmeasures for
conservati on and
sust ai nabl e use
Article 7 -

I dentification and
noni toring

Article 8 - In situ
conservation
Article 8h - Alien
speci es




Article 8] -

Tradi tiona

know edge and

rel ated provisions

Article 9 - Ex situ
conservati on

Article 10 -
Sust ai nabl e use of
conponents of

bi ol ogi ca
diversity

Article 11 -
I ncentive nmeasures

Article 12 -
Research and
training

Article 13 - Public
educati on and
awar eness

Article 14 - | npact
assessnment and

m ni m zi ng adverse
i mpacts

Article 15 - Access
to genetic
resour ces

Article 16 - Access
to and transfer of
t echnol ogy

Article 17 -
Exchange of
i nformati on

Article 18 -
Scientific and
t echni ca
cooperation

Article 19 -
Handl i ng of

bi ot echnol ogy and
distribution of its
benefits

Article 20 -
Fi nanci al resources

Article 21 -
Fi nanci al mechani sm

Agricultura
bi odi versity

Forest biodiversity

I nl and wat er
bi odi versity

Mari ne and coasta
bi odi versity

Not appl i cable

Dryl and and sub-
hum d | and
bi odi versity

Not applicable



I ndication of the availability of resources required by your country
for the inplenmentation of various articles, provisions and their
associ at ed deci si ons, and rel evant programmes of work of the
Conventi on.

Articles/Provisions/ Resources Availability
Programe of Work Good Adequat e Limting Severel y
Limting

Article 5 -
Cooperation

Article 6 -General
nmeasures for
conservation and
sust ai nabl e use
Article 7 -

I dentification and
noni toring

Article 8 - In situ
conservati on
Article 8h - Alien
speci es

Article 8] -

Traditi ona

know edge and

rel ated provisions
Article 9 - Ex situ
conservati on
Article 10 -
Sust ai nabl e use of
conponent s of

bi ol ogi cal diversity
Article 11 -

I ncentive nmeasures
Article 12 -
Research and
training

Article 13 - Public
educati on and

awar eness

Article 14 - |npact
assessnment and

m nim zi ng adverse
i mpacts

Article 15 - Access
to genetic resources
Article 16 - Access
to and transfer of
t echnol ogy

Article 17 -
Exchange of

i nf ormati on

Article 18 -
Scientific and

t echni ca
cooperation

Article 19 -

X




Hand

bi ot echnol ogy and

distr
benef

i ng of

i bution of its
its

Article 20 -
Fi nanci al resources

Article 21 -
Fi nanci al nechani sm

Agricul tura

bi odi

versity

Forest biodiversity

I nl and wat er

bi odi

versity

Mari ne and coast al Not

bi odi

versity applicabl e

Dryl and and subhuni d Not

| and

bi odi versity appl i cabl e

f applicable, please |list below the articles, provisions or the
programmes of work where resources are npost urgently needed for
i npl ementation at the national |evel

Maj or weaknesses in inplementing the Convention at the national |eve
i ncl ude:
- Low I evel of cooperation at all levels, |lack of coordination with

ot her processes

I nconsi stency of the national and sub-national strategic and

pl anni ng docunents (in terns of objectives, etc.)

Not adequate resources are allocated for biodiversity nmonitoring
Cl eari ng—house nmechani smis not functioning

Information are not regularly provided to CBD Secretariat

Not adequate neasures in place to encourage equitable sharing of
benefits

Not adequate application of |PRs

Not adequate neasures for access to genetic resources

| nadequat e records on financing of BD-rel ated issues, including
according to sources of funding

No contri buti ons have been recently paid to GEF

Bi odi versity is not adequately addressed in Slovak ODA

Concerni ng work prograns under the Convention, nobilization of existing
national capacities and their strengthening is needed for all work
programs applicable to Slovaki a.




Further comrents on priorities and resource availability

In the space bel ow, please identify a maxi num of three areas for each
article, provision and progranme of work |isted above, in which
resource availability is nost Iimting and urgent as far as your

nati onal circunmstances are concerned.

Article 5 — Cooperation

1. Cooperation and coordination anmong BD rel ated international |aw
i nstruments (incl. MEAs, regional, bilateral) at the nationa
l eve

2. Participation of Slovakian experts at the CBD rel ated neeti ngs,
i ncludi ng at expert consultations and preparatory neetings (at
regi onal and EU | evel s)

3. Intersectoral cooperation and coordination

Article 6 - General neasures for conservation and sustai nabl e use
1. Integration of BDinto sectoral policies
2. Setting neasurable targets for the conservation of biodiversity
and sustai nabl e use of its conponents

Article 7 - ldentification and nonitoring

1. Co-ordination of sectoral nonitoring progranmes and establi shnent
of Long-term Integrated National |nventory/NMonitoring of
Conmponents of Biological Diversity, Related Adverse Processes and
Activities (lacking cross-sectoral concept, including nechanism
for financing such concept)

2. Harnonisation of indicators used in sectoral nonitoring

3. Establishnent of public portal presenting status of country biodiversity

Article 8 - In situ conservation
1. Reconciliation of conflicting sectoral interests negatively
i mpacting on conservation of BDin-situ
2. Devel oprment of clear state policy for the conservation of BD in-
situ

Article 8h - Alien species

1. Devel opnent of policies for conbating alien species and inproving
of legal instrunents for tracking new introductions

2. Establishment of Expert Group for Alien Species Control and
i mprovi ng of know edge on alien species, particularly on
Avertebrata species

3. Inproving of public understanding, including awareness of |ega
aspects, of alien species control

Article 8] -Traditional know edge and rel ated provisions

1. Devel opnent of nethodol ogi es for advancing integration of
traditional know edge i nto sustainable use of natural resources

Article 9 - Ex situ conservation
1. Inmprovenent of understanding of inportance of ex-situ
conservation of biodiversity
2. Inmprovenent of facilities for ex-situ protection of biodiversity
i n Slovakia
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Article 10 -Sustainable use of conponents of bhiological diversity
1. Devel opnent of BD valuation schenes and their integration into sectoral
policies
2. Pronotion of application of ecosystem approach i nto managenent,
particularly in protected areas
3. Harnonisation of National Strategy for Sustainable Devel opnent and
Nati onal Biodiversity Strategy
Article 11 - Incentive nmeasures
1. Incentives and conpensation to | and owners in the interest of
bi odi versity conservation

Article 12 - Research and training
1. Increased financing of BD rel ated research, both basic and
applied research
2. Devel oprment of integrated research prograns focused on gl oba
envi ronnental chal | enges

Article 13 - Public education and awar eness
1. Inprovenent of awareness of BD related | aws

Article 14 - Inpact assessnent and mnim zi ng adverse inpacts

1. Improvenent of integration of BD considerations in SEA including
i mproverrent of rel evant | egal provisions

2. Extension of a scope of considerations of environnmental inpact on
bi odi versity and devel opnent of rel evant assessnment nethods

3. Inmprovenent of national legal regime applicable to liability and redress
for danmage to biological diversity

Article 15 - Access to genetic resources
1. Devel opnent of relevant legal instruments and inplenenting
mechani sm

Article 16 - Access to and transfer of technol ogy
1. Devel opnent of National Biotechnol ogy Strategy
2. Promote application of IPRs relevant to biodiversity

Article 17 - Exchange of information
1. I nprovenent of neans for exchanging of BD related information in
vi ews of special needs of devel oping countries

Article 18 - Scientific and technical cooperation
1. Establishment of National CHM
2. Establishment of register of experts in various field relevant to
the conservation of BD and sustai nable use of its conponent
3. Increase pronotion of technical and scientific cooperation in the
field of conservation and sustainable use of BD

Article 19 - Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits
1. Devel opnent of National Biotechnol ogy Strategy

2. Establishnment of national biotechnol ogy professional organisation
(such as biotech chanber, biotech association)

Article 20 - Financial resources

1. Introduci ng nechani smfor recordi ng of expenditures for the
conservation of BD and sustai nabl e use of its conponents and
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2.

Articl

assessing their effectiveness
Revi si on of Slovak ODA and integration, as a priority actions
related to inplenenting of this Convention

e 21 - Financial nmechani sm

1

I mproving participation of Slovakia in reviews of effectiveness
of the financial nmechanismand in designing actions to inprove it

Agricul tural biodiversity

1
2.

For est

| nproved under standi ng of the scope of agrobiodiversity concept

I nvol verent of various stakeholders into inplenmenting of Wrk
Programme on Agrobi odiversity

bi odi versity

1

f orest
2.
3.

Conpensation of forest owners for limtations in uses of their
s in the interest of biodiversity conservation

Incentives to Close to Nature Managenent of Forests

Incentives to Conservation of Forest Genetic Resources

I nl and water biodiversity

1

Integration of relevant CBD Decisions and el enents of Work Progranmme for
Inl and Water Ecosystens into State Water Managenment Policy
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Article 5 Cooperation

1. Is your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of
areas beyond national jurisdiction for the conservation and sustai nabl e use
of bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) bilateral cooperation (please give details)

b) international programes (please give details)

c) international or regional agreenents (please give X
detail s)

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties

Sl ovakia is actively involved in trans-boundary cooperation w th neighbouring
countries (Hungary, Poland, Ukraine, Austria and Czech Republic) in managing
shared habitats/ecosystens, in particularly within limts of protected areas
and in running recovery and conservation projects for species of conservation
i mportance. It has been also actively involved in exchange of infornmation
related to the subject matter (conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use
of its conponents)

Slovakia is a nenber party of all major international and regional agreenments
and conventions related to conservation of biodiversity and sustai nabl e use
of its conponents, including inter alia, the Convention on the Conservation
of Mgratory Species of Wld Animals, the Antarctic Treaty and UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea.

Decision 1V/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservati on and sustai nabl e use

2. Has your country devel oped effective cooperation for the sustainable
managenment of transboundary wat ersheds, catchnents, river basins and
m gratory species through bilateral and nultilateral agreenents?

a) no

b) yes, limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes, significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

Further comments on the devel opment of effective cooperation for the
sust ai nabl e managenent of transboundary watersheds, catchnents, river basins
and mgratory species




13

Sl ovakia as a Menber country of the EU is under obligation to observe and

i mpl enment Water Franework Directive. One of the fundanental principles of the
Directive is that planning and managenent of all waters shoul d consider water
basi ns as conprehensive units, ranging fromthe very source of the

wat ercourses to their outfall into the sea. In a transboundary context this
implies that co-operation has to be established across existing nationa

bor ders.

Most not abl e exanpl e of mechani sm established for the purpose of nanagenent
of the aquatic environment within a specific region is represented by the
Danube Convention on Cooperation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of

t he Danube River, of which Slovakia has been a party. Responsibilities for
enhanci ng coordi nati on of cooperation of Contracting Parties are assigned to
the International Conm ssion for the Protection of the Danube River (| CPDR)
based in Vienna, Austria.

Under the unbrella of this Convention Slovakia was actively involved in

i npl ementing couple of regional projects contributing to the creation of the
framework for a long-termsolution to the problem of pollution of the Danube
Ri ver Basin through the devel opnent of national policies and |egislation and
the definition of priority actions for nutrient reduction and pollution
control with particular attention to achi eving sustai nable transboundary
ecol ogical effects within the DRB and the Bl ack Sea area.

Anot her exanpl es of cooperation in managi ng shared water resources are
represented by initiatives under the Ransar Convention. Morava Fl oodpl ain
Ramsar Site is jointly nmanaged by Sl ovakia, Austria and Czech Republic in
accordance with Menorandum on Cooperation within Trilateral Ranmsar site.

Simlarly, there is an ongoing effort to coordinate managenent of Tisa Ramsar
Site with Ukrai ne and Hungary.

Under the Carpathians Convention, Slovakia devel ops cooperation with Pol and,
Ukrai ne and Ronmni a ai med at protection of wetlands in nountain areas.
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Deci sion IV/15. The relationship of the CBD with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, other international agreenents,
institutions and processes or rel evance

3. Has your country devel oped nmanagenent practices for transboundary
prot ected areas?

a) no

b) rel evant coll aborative programres under devel opnent

c) yes, some programmes in place (please give details X
bel ow)

d) not rel evant

Furt her comrents on the devel opnent of managenent practices for transboundary
prot ected areas

Sl ovaki a has not el aborated conmon managenent practices to be applied for al
transboundary protected areas.

However, in case of several transboundary protected areas, particularly those
featuring international designations (Biosphere reserves, Ransar Sites)

speci fic mechani sns for coll aboration in managi ng of shared natural resources
have been put into place. Sone of theminclude the foll ow ng:

East er Carpat hi ans Bi osphere Reserve:

= |nternational Coordinating Conmittee conprising 5 persons from each
country set up
= Foundation for the Eastern Carpathians Bi odi versity Conservation
establ i shed supporting transoundary projects ained at conservati on and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity
= Conservation Strategy for Bi osphere Reserve drafted ( but not
i mpl enent ed)
= Cooperation Agreenent between Slovakia, Poland and Ukraine is being
drafted.
Morava Fl oodpl ai n Ranmsar Site — MoU concerni ng cooperati on and managenent of
the Site signed by respective mnisters of Environnment of Austria, Czech
Republ i ¢ and Sl ovaki a
Annual counting of animl species coordinated

Effort is being nmade in sonme areas to harnonise ternms and conditions of
conservation of shared habitats and species

Bi |l ateral Babia hora/Babia Gora Bi osphere Reserve is under preparation,
common nmanagenent plan will be devel oped after BR i s designated.

Deci sion V/21. Cooperation with other bodies

4. Has your country collaborated with the International Biodiversity
Qoservation Year of DI VERSI TAS, and ensured conpl enentarity with the
initiative foreseen to be undertaken by UNESCO and the Secretariat of the
Convention to increase scientific know edge and public awareness of the
crucial role of biodiversity for sustainabl e devel opnent ?

a) no X

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent
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Deci sion VI/20. Cooperation with other organizations, initiatives and
conventi ons

5. Is your country taking steps to harmoni ze policies and programes, at the
nati onal |evel, anong the various nultilateral environnmental agreements and
relevant regional initiatives with a view to optim sing policy coherence,
synergies and efficiency in their inplenmentation at the national |evel?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) yes, sone steps being taken (please specify bel ow X

d) yes, conprehensive steps being taken (please specify
bel ow)

Further comments on the harnoni zati on of policies and programes at the
nati onal |eve

Certain effort has been nmade within a framework of the GEF funded NCSA
Project - focused on national self-assessnent of capacities to neet the

requi renents of G obal Environnental Conventions (UN Framework Convention on
Cli mat e Change, Convention on Biodiversity and UN Convention to Conbat
Desertification .).The project ainmed at enhancing synergies of these three
Ri o conventions. The Project resulted in draft Action plan to strengthen
capacities for the inplenentation of the Rio conventions in Slovakia.

As a follow up of the Mnisterial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in
Europe, National Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable Forest Managenent
have been adopted in 2004-2005.

Sl ovaki a has established and accredited its national body for Pan-European
Forest Certification based on the Pan-European Criteria and | ndicators of
Sust ai nabl e Forest managenent in 2003.

6. Has your country provided views to the Executive Secretary on the need for
further enhanced cooperati on between SBSTA of UNFCCC and SBSTTA of CBD?

a) no X

b) yes (please outline the views provided)

Further comments on views provided to the Executive Secretary on the need for
further enhanced cooperati on between SBSTA of UNFCCC and SBSTTA of CBD

7. Has your country included any information on how it addresses mgratory
species at the national |level, and its cooperation with other range States,
inits national report to CBD?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

c) not applicable

Further comrents on information included in national report to CBD

No specific and detailed information concerning mgratory species in the
territory of the country was included into previous reports to CBD
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8. Does your country include the experts on the Cartagena Protocol and CBD in
its delegation to neetings under the International Plant Protection
Conventi on?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision VI/27 A. |nplenentation of the Convention, in particular
i mpl enmentation of priority actions in national biodiversity strategies
and action plans

9. Is your country working with other Parties to devel op regional
subr egi onal or bioregional nechani sns and networks to support inplenentation
of the Convention?

a) no

b) consultation under way

c) yes, sone nechani snms and networks established (please X
provi de further details)

d) yes, existing nmechani sns bei ng strengthened (pl ease
provi de further details)

Further comments on devel opment of regional, subregional or bioregiona
mechani snms and net wor ks

At the EU level, the European Conmmunity Biodiversity Strategy was adopted in
1998. Strategy <covers 4 nmin strategic targets. Wthin target 1
(,Conservation and sustai nable use of biological diversity”) countries of the
Eur opean Community should find commopn approach to conservation, and where
necessary, to restoration of ecosystens and species popul ations approaching
their natural status and conditions.

In the target sub-area - ,In-situ conservation® the Strategy significantly
deals with the network of special areas of conservation referred to as NATURA
2000. Its main objective is “.contribute to the inplenentation of biologica
diversity through the effective and active conservation of natural habitats
and wild fauna and flora in the European territory of the Menber States
covered by the Treaty establishing the European Community". Besides this, the
Strategy also addresses the conservation of |andscape structures. For this
purpose its involves activities on mininmzing inpacts of economc activities
on biodiversity in protected areas as well as beyond their boundaries, and
especially in areas, where they significantly influence the status of species
popul ations and natural habitats in protected areas even fromrelatively |ong
di stance fromthe area itself (e.g. long distance em ssion transfers, barrier
constructions etc.).

Conservation of biological diversity and renewable natural resources has a
key place in environnental policy within the Organisation for Econonic Co-
operation and Devel opnent (OECD). It is because that conservation of and
trade in renewable resources, nost notably biological, represents inportant
value for the global econony. In 2001, OECD adopted Environnental Strategy
for the First Decade of the 21'" Century. Strategy presents concrete neasures
for the reversion of wundesirable trends in ecosystem degradation, climte
change and pollution of drinking water resources. In pursuance, wth the
Strategy, nmenber states have to integrate biodiversity conservation into
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strategic and planning processes including strategic planning and thus
prevent |oss of natural habitats and their fragnmentation and adjust narket
conditions in the way that will ensure sustainable use of natural resources.
CECD nmenbers have to support the conservation of biological diversity and
sust ai nabl e use of its conponents in non-nenber countries of OECD

Certain actions ained at biodiversity conservation are pursuit within a
framewor k of Man and the Bi osphere Progranme, where Slovakia participates in
activities of EuroMAB regi onal network.

Bi or egi onal approach to inproving conservation of biodiversity and
sust ai nabl e use of its conponents is enbodied, for instance, in activities
related to the Convention on the Conservation and Sustai nable Use of

Car pat hi ans.

Constraints or inpedi ments encountered by our country in the
i mpl enmentation of this article and associ ated deci si ons.

From the point of view of international commitnments SR acceded to 9 nmmjor
i nternational conventions dealing with nature, |andscape and biodiversity
protection. A few other international conventions tackle this issue partly.

Special cross-sectoral panels or working groups are being established for
addressing of cross-sectoral issues within single international instrunents
However, their effectiveness is not very high. Joint working or expert group
or coordinating comrttee that would cover issues addressed by different
i nstruments has not been established in Slovakia yet. Accordingly, Sufficient
attention has not been given to the cooperation in the inplenentation of
conmitnents under different BD related instrunents.

Therefore there is no objective control whether duplicities do not occur in
the inplenentation of commtments and tasks arising from particular
conventions and whether existing resources (financial, human, information and
material) are used effectively for the national benefits and not only fromthe
sectoral points of view

SR has its representatives in many international organizations dealing with
nature protectionl. In the framework of bilateral cooperation the Conm ssions
on Transboundary Cooperation in Nature Protection with respectively Poland and
Hungary are in operation.. Bilateral transboundary cooperation of PA managers
wi th neighbouring protected areas in Hungary, Poland, Austria and the Czech
Republic is will devel oped.

| npl enentation of particular conventions (developnent and inplenentation of

nati onal progranmes, strategies and action plans), international progranmes,
active work in conmttees and expert groups to the conventions, European
Commi ssion as well as in international organizations is, however, limted due

to the lack of financial resources and capacities necessary for supporting
active participation of Slovakian experts ate neetings and initiatives.

Current structure of technical institutions and their qualified personne

1 E g.: Wtlands International, Wrld Conservation Union (I1UN),
Europarc Federation, International Speleology Union, European Association od
Zoos and Aquari a.
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creates assunptions for nore active participation of SR in international
activities related to the inplenentation of global environnment conventions.
Lack of coordination of activities and purpose-nmade allocation of financial
resources is a weakness with direct consequences on adequate inform ng of
st akehol ders and following qualified representation of SR in the internationa
cont ext .

VWhile adopting international commitments  financial demand for their
i mpl enentation is underestimted (e.g. inplenentation of research by the MEDu,
forest nmanagenent in biosphere reserves and sites awarded w th European
Diploma). Their inplenentation is limted to the sector which is responsible
for the inplenentation of convention; other sectors are involved just
mar gi nal ly. Practical inplenentation of commtnments arising frominternationa

conventions stays in nmany cases at the formal |evel.

Mechanism for making easier technical and scientific cooperation anong
contracting parties is being devel oped gradually (clearing-house mechanism.
Focal point is at the SAUin Nitra.

Article 6 General neasures for conservation and sustai nabl e use

10. Wat is the status of your national biodiversity strategy (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) conpl eted

e) conpleted and adopted X

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

11. What is the status of your national biodiversity action plan (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) conpl eted

e) conpl eted and adopt ed X

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

12. Do your national strategies and action plans cover all articles of the
Convention (6a)?

a) some articles only

b) nost articles X

c) all articles

13. Do your national biodiversity strategies and action plans cover the
i ntegration other sectoral activities(6b)?

a) no
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b) sone sectors

c) all major sectors X

d) all sectors

Decision 11/7 and Decision I11/9 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8

14. I's your country exchanging i nformati on and sharing experience on the
nati onal action planning process with other Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of strategies, plans and/or case studies X

c) information exchange through regional and nultil atera
nmeet i ngs

d) information sharing through CHM

15. Do your national biodiversity strategies and action plans include an
i nternati onal cooperation conponent?

a) no

b) yes X

16. Did your country coordinate with the nei ghbouring countries in the process
of devel opi ng NBSAP?

a) no X

b) bilateral/nultilateral discussions under way

c) coordinated in sone areas/thenes

d) fully coordinated

e) not applicable

17. Has your country set neasurable targets within its strategies and action
pl ans?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) relevant targets in place (please provide details)

e) reports on inplenmentation of relevant targets avail abl e

Further comments on targets set within strategi es and action pl ans

Measur abl e targets have not been set, nonitoring of inplenentation of the
Action Plan is done by neans of nonitoring inplenentation/conpletion of
actions included in the Action Plan. Evaluation of inplenmenting of the Action
Plan is performed bi-annually. In 2005, nonitoring interval of 3 years was
proposed.
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If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

18. Has your country received support fromthe financial mechanismfor the
preparation of its national strategy and action plan?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify bel ow the inpl enenting agency) X

Further comments on support received for preparation of the national strategy
and action plan

Support received through GEF Project ID 138, IBRD PM S I D 556, National
Bi odi versity Strategy, Action Plan and the First National Report

| mpl ementi ng Agency — World Bank
Amount received 77,000 USD intended for preparation of the NBSAP

Decisions I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

19. Are the national focal points for the CBD and the conpetent authorities of
t he Ransar Convention, Bonn Convention and Cl TES cooperating in the
i npl enent ati on of these conventions to avoid duplication?

a) no

b) potential coordinating nechani sns being identified X

c) yes, sone coordinating nechanisnms in place (please
provi de detail s)

d) existing mechani sns bei ng revi ewed

Further information on the coordinati on between the national focal points of
di fferent conventions

There is no formal coordinating mechanismin place. Potential coordinating
mechani sm has been identified through NCSA Process.

Currently, certain level of coordination is ensured through placing foca

poi nts or contact persons for respective biodiversity related conventions
within one departnment of the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic
(=publ i c agency for nature protection).

Wthin a Mnistry of the Environnent situation is different. Wile CBD Foca
Point is placed within a Departnent for Landscape Pl anning, other

bi odi versity-rel ated conventions are coordi nated t hrough Department of Nature
and Landscape Conservation.

However, co-ordination nechani sns have been put into place for single
conventions, including inter alia:

Sl ovak Conmi ssion for the Convention on Biodiversity
Sl ovak Ranmsar Conmittee
Sl ovak Bi osafety Comm ssion

Decision VI/27 A. Inmplenentation of the Convention, in particular
i npl emrentation of priority actions in national biodiversity strategies
and action plans
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20. Has your country identified priority actions in its national biodiversity
strategy and action plan?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) yes, priority actions identified (please specify)

Further comments on priority actions identified

Until recently priority attention was given to those actions that related to
process of country association to EU. However, neither in the NBS, nor in the
Action Plan, level of priority has been formally indicated.

Certain indication for |level of urgency of inplenenting of certain actions

may be assuned according to inplementation period indicated in the Action
Pl an.

21. Does your country periodically revise its national biodiversity strategy
and action plan in |ight of the experience of inplenentation?

a) no

b) revision under way

c) yes, NBSAP revised (please provide further details)

d) yes, a nmechanismin place to review and revi se NBSAP X
peri odical |y

Further comments on revision of national biodiversity strategy and action
pl an

Mechani smin place to revise and update National Action Plan in regular
intervals (- 2 years, recently suggested to change to 3 years interval).

22. Has your country established national nmechani sns or consultative processes
for coordinating, inplenenting, nonitoring, evaluating and periodically
revising its national biodiversity strategy and action plan?

a) no

b) nmechani sns bei ng establi shed

c) yes, mechanisns in place for sonme activities above X
(pl ease specify)

d) yes, mechanisns in place for all activities above
(pl ease provide further details)

Furt her comments on the establishnment of national nechani snms or consultative
processes for coordinating, inplenmenting, nonitoring, evaluating and
periodi cal ly revisi ng NBSAP

Mechani smin place to revise and update National Action Plan in regular
intervals (2 years, recently suggested to change to 3 years intervals).

Sl ovak Conmission for the CBD set up as advisory body to Mnister of the
Envi ronment conprising representatives of various sectors, of science and of
NGOCs .
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23. Has your country identified constraints and i npedi nents to the
i npl enentation of its national biodiversity strategy and action plan?

a) no

b) revi ew under way

c) yes, sonme constraints and inpedinments identified (please
provide a list of constraints identified)

d) yes, nobst of constraints and inpedi nents identified
(pl ease provide a list of constraints identified)

Further comrents of the identification of constraints and inpedi nents

24. Has your country made available its national biodiversity strategy and
action plan through national CHM or submitted it to the Secretariat?

a) no

b) yes, through national CHM

c) yes, subnmitted to the Secretari at X

d) not applicable (for those Parties that have not
conpl eted their NBSAP)

25. Does your country give priority to integrating the conservati on and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity as well as benefit-sharing into rel evant
sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programes and policies?

a) no

b) yes, in sone sectors (please provide details) X

c) yes, in mpjor sectors (please provide details)

d) yes, in all sectors (please provide details)

Further information on integration of the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi odi versity and benefit-sharing into rel evant sectoral or cross-sectora
pl ans, programes and policies

National Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable Forest Mnagenent, where the
bi odi versity conservation is one of the six criteria with 9 indicators, were
devel oped and adopted by the Mnistry of Agriculture in 2003.

Nati onal Programme for Conservation of Forest Cenetic Resources has been
under preparation since 2005.

Agroenvirennmental schenmes supports conservation of agricultural biodiversity.

If a devel oping country Party or a country with econony in transition -

26. Has your country received any funding fromthe G obal Environment Facility
or other funding agencies for a national capacity self-assessnent for
i npl ement ati on of the Convention?

a) no

b) rel evant project proposal under devel opnent
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c) yes (please provide details of projects directly funded X
by GEF or other funding agencies)

Further comments on funding received for a national capacity self-assessnent
for inmplementation of the Convention

Support received through GEF Project |ID 2081, UNDP PM S I D 2580, Nationa
Capacity Self-Assessnent for G obal Environnental Managenent (NCSA)

| mpl ementi ng Agency — UNDP
Amount received 200 000 USD
Project closed 30 June 2005

Article 7 ldentification and nonitoring

27. Does your country have an ongoi ng inventory programre at the species |eve
(7a)?

a) mniml activity

b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species)
or indicators

c) for a range of mmjor groups X

d) for a conprehensive range of species

28. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programme at the ecosystem
| evel (7a)°?

a) mnimal activity

b) for ecosystens of particular interest only

c) for mmjor ecosystens X

d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens

29. Does your country have an ongoing inventory progranme at the genetic |eve
(7a)?

a) mnimal activity

b) m nor programme in sone sectors

C) mmjor programe in some sectors X

d) major programme in all relevant sectors

30. Does your country have ongoing nonitoring programes at the species |eve
(7a)?

a) minimal activity

b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species) X
or indicators

c) for a range of mmjor groups

d) for a conprehensive range of species

31. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring progranmes at the ecosystem
| evel (7b)?
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a) minimal activity

b) for ecosystens of particular interest only

c) for nmmjor ecosystens

d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens

32. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programmes at the
(7b)?

genetic | evel

a) minimal activity

b) m nor programe in sonme sectors

C) major progranmme in sone sectors X
d) major programme in all rel evant sectors
33. Has your country identified activities with adverse affects on
bi odi versity (7c)?
a) limted understanding
b) threats well known in sone areas, not in others X

c) nost threats known, sonme gaps in know edge

d) conprehensi ve understandi ng (pl ease provi de details)

e) reports avail able (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the identification of activities with adverse affects on

bi odi versity (7c)

34. Is your country nonitoring these activities and their effects (7c)?

a) no

b) early stages of programme devel opnent

c) advanced stages of progranme devel opnent

d) progranme in place

e) reports on inplenmentation avail abl e

X

35. Does your country coordinate information collection and nanagenent at the

nati onal |evel (7d)?

a) no

b) early stages of programme devel opnent

c) advanced stages of progranme devel opnent

d) progranme in place (please provide details)

e) reports on inplenmentation avail able (please provide
detail s)

Further information on the coordi nati on of information collection and

managenent
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| CP Forests until 2004. In 2004, the National Progranme for inplenentation of
the EC and EP Franmework Regul ation on the Mnitoring of the Adverse Effects
of Harnful Factors on Forests - FOREST FOCUS - was devel oped for the period
2004- 2006.

Decision I11/10 ldentification, monitoring and assessment

36. Has your country identified national indicators of biodiversity?

a) no

b) identification of potential indicators under way

c) yes, indicators identified (please describe) X

Furt her comments on the indicators identified

Concept of the Environnment Mbnitoring System in Slovakia adopted through the
Resolution of the Government of SR No. 449/19922. Mnitoring of the
environnment is inplemented at three levels: (i) national, covering the whole
area of Slovakia, (ii) regional and local, (iii) specific nmonitoring.
Nat i onal environnment nmonitoring systemis divided according to the nonitored
conmponent of the environment into sectoral nonitoring systens (hereinafter as
SMS). From the biodiversity point of view, two of them are of ngjor
i nportance: BIOTA and FORESTS.

In 2001 the Government of SR approved set of indicators for the assessnent of
status and trends of biodiversity. These have not been applied in practice
yet and BIOTA SM5 as a whole is not functional. BIOTA SM5 is divided into
three sub-systens: nonitoring of plants, nonitoring of aninmals and nonitoring
of non-forests habitats3.

I mpl ementation of long-term nonitoring of the favorable conservation status
of natural habitats and species is one of the objectives of the Strategy on
Est abl i shment of Network of Protected areas NATURA 2000 in Slovakia.
According to the Strategy nethodology of nonitoring for 19 types of forest
habitats, 47 types of non-forest habitats, 51 plant species including
bryophytes, 81 bird species and other 154 aninml species was el aborated out
in 2004. Criteria and indicators for assessing conservation status of
targeted habitats and species have been developed as a part of the above
process. However, they have not (yet) been formally approved or endorsed by
M nistry of the Environnent.

I npl ementation of the long-term nonitoring of the status of conponents of

2 Wth regard to the continuing problems with the inplementation of the
Conception of nonitoring new Conception of Building up the Conplex Monitoring
and Informati on System of the Environment was approved by the Resolution of the
Government of SR No. 7/2000.

3 Wile nonitoring of non-forest natural habitats is not functional due
to not devel oped nethodology, nmonitoring of plants and animals is partially
inpl enented for selected species on pernmanent nonitoring plots.

4 Attention is mainly given to the genetic erosion of threatened origina
cultivars of cultivated plant species and original breeds of donestic aninals.
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agricultural biodiversity is ensured according to the act No. 215/2001 Coll
on Conservation of Plan GCenetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
Provisions of this act were reflected in the National Program for the
Conservation of Plan Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. Mnistry of
Agriculture (hereinafter as MA is responsible for its inplementation4.

National Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable Forest Mnagenent were
devel oped in 2004. Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancenment of
bi ol ogical diversity is one of the 6 criteria of sustainable forest
managenent with 9 indicators.

37. Is your country using rapid assessnment and renpte sensing techni ques?

a) no

b) assessing opportunities

c) yes, to alinmted extent X

d) yes, to a mmjor extent

e) reports on application of relevant techni ques avail abl e

38. Has your country adopted a “step-by-step” approach to inplenenting Article
7 with initial enphasis on identification of biodiversity conponents (7a) and
activities having adverse effects on them (7c)?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes X

39. Is your country cooperating with other Parties on pilot projects to
denonstrate the use of assessnent and indicator nethodol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on cooperation on pilot projects to denonstrate the use of
assessnment and i ndi cat or met hodol ogi es

Cooperation with EU nenber states on criteria and indicators for assessing
favourabl e conservation status of species and habitats of conservation
i mportance at the EU | evel.

40. Has your country prepared any reports on its experience with application
of assessnent net hodol ogi es and nmade these available to Parties?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide further details concerning the
assessnment net hodol ogi es)

Further information on the assessnment net hodol ogi es
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Met hodol ogi es for assessnment of conservation status of species and habitats,
including criteria and indicators used in the assessnent are contained in the
publication Favourabl e Conservation Status of Habitats and Species of

Eur opean | nmportance, published by the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak
Republic in 2005 ( available in Slovak only).

Rel evant information is al so avail abl e on www. sopsr. sk.

National Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable Forest Managenent in the
Forest Managenent of Slovakia, Mnistry of Agriculture, 2004. The annua
Report on Forests and Forestry in Slovakia, presented to the parliament, wll
report on status and progress in the National Criteria and Indicators of SFM
since 2005 onwar ds.

41. |s your country seeking to make taxonomi c information held in its
col l ections nore wi dely avail abl e?

a) no relevant coll ections

b) no action

c) yes (please give details) X

Further comments on availability of taxonomic information

Nati onal List of the approved sources of Forest Reproductive Materia
published at the web site ww.fris.sk (Forest Reproductive Material)

Decision V/7. ldentification, monitoring and assessment, and indicators

42. |s your country actively involved in cooperating with other countries in
your region in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnment ?

a) no

b) Iimted cooperation X

c) extensive cooperation on sonme issues (please specify)

d) extensive cooperation on a wi de range of issues (please
speci fy)

Further comments on the issues your country cooperated with other countries
in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnent

Slovakia is involved in cooperation with other countries in the field of
i ndi cators, nonitoring and assessnent, for instance, as follows:

Wth EU nenber states

Wth states within Carpathians Arch

Wth state within Danube River Basin

National Criteria and Indicators (2005), Slovakia devel oped on the basis of
the inmproved set of Pan-European Criteria and |Indicators of Sustainable

For est Managenent adopted at the Fourth M nisterial Conference on the
Protection of Forests in Europe, Vienna 2003.

43. Has your country nade avail abl e case studi es concerning the devel opnent
and i npl enentati on of assessnent, nonitoring and indicator programes?
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a) no

b) yes, sent to the Secretariat

c) yes, through the national CHM

d) yes, by other means (please specify) X

Further comments on di ssenm nati on of case studies concerning the devel opnent
and i npl enentati on of assessnent, nonitoring and indicator programes

For wi de di ssem nation of case studies nostly honme pages of rel evant agencies
or ministries are used nost often

Report to the Mnistry of Agriculture on the Status and Devel opnent of Forest
Managenment according to the National Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable
Forest Managenent, 2005.

44. |s your country assisting other Parties in increasing their capacity to
devel op i ndi cator and nonitoring programes?

a) no

b) providing training

c) providing direct support (please specify means of
support)

d) sharing experience X

e) other (please describe)

Further comments on assistance provided to other Parties to increase their
capacity to devel op indicator and nonitoring progranmes

Exchange of experiences about devel opnent of the NATURA 2000 network with the
Czech Republic, Slovenia and definitions of the FCS (Favourabl e Conservation
Status) for species and habitats of European inportance.

Decision VI/7. Identification, nonitoring, indicators and assessments

45. Has your country reviewed the guidelines annexed to Decision VI/7?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) yes

46. |s your country applying the guidelines annexed to Decision VI/7?

a) no

b) revi ew under way for adapting it to nationa
ci rcunst ances

c) yes, sonme aspects (please specify) X

d) yes, nobst aspects (please specify)

Further comments on the aspects of the guidelines being applied by your
country
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Sl ovaki a has devel oped national guidelines for environnmental -inpact -
assessment pursuant to Act No. 127/1994 on Environnental |npact Assessnent.
The 8 35 of this Act also provides for SEA. Slovakia will harnonize its EU
Gui del i ne 2001/ 42/ ES has been observed.

47. |s your country making avail abl e through CHM or other nmeans the
experiences in environnental inpact assessment and strategic environnental
assessment procedures that incorporate biodiversity-related issues?

a) no

b) relevant programmes under devel opnment X

c) yes (please provide further details)

Furt her comrents on your experiences in EIA and SEA procedures that
i ncorporate biodiversity-related issues

Not through CHM

Information System of EIA in Slovakia has been established. It is accessible
on the web site ww.enviroportal.sk. Information on this portal is accessible
to public.

48. Has your country responded to the questionnaire on the subject of
i ndicators that was sent by the Executive Secretary in May 20017

a) no

b) yes X

49. |s your country supporting the involvenent of experts in the MIIennium
Ecosyst em Assessnent process?

a) no X

b) yes, to a limted extent

c) yes, to a significant extent

If a devel oped country Party -

50. I's your country providi ng assistance to devel opi ng countries and countries
wWith econonmies in transition in undertaking national or regional assessnents
within the framework of M I enni um Ecosyst em Assessnent ?

a) no X

b) yes, relevant progranmes under devel opnment

c) yes, some projects included in existing cooperative
pr ogr anmes

d) yes, sone technical and financial support provided for
this purpose
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

Conmponents of biodiversity, which are inportant for the conservation of
bi ol ogi cal diversity and sustainable use of its conponents, have been
identified through the national legal regulations in the field of nature
conservation5, hunting and fishery6. Inplenmentation of different |ega
regi mes has negative influence on the managenent of protected ani mal species
and on deci sion- meking processes.

National red lists of protected animal species are devel oped for all groups
of vertebrates and for selected groups of invertebrates. However, data on
species are mssing, especially for invertebrates.

According to the current conmon |legal regulations 1 356 vascular and
non-vascul ar plant species are protected in Slovakia of which 539 are
protected at the EU level. 110 vascular plant species included in in
Annex |l of the CITES are subject to the special regine in trade. From

the total nunmber of 11 246 plant species of Slovakia 12,05 % are
protected. OF them 89,6 % are vascular plants, 1,7 % are bryophytes,

1,6 %are lichens, 6,6 %are fungi and 0,5 % are al gae.

In Slovakia 2 939 taxa of vascular and non-vascular plants are
threatened, 196 are extinct. Conpared to the 2001 assessnent, number of
threatened taxa was increased by 230 in case of vascular plants and by

26 species of non-vascul ar plants..

Furthernore, 754 taxa of animals (742 species, 12 genera) are protected

in Slovakia of which 257 are protected in the EU countries. In
accordance with the EU legislation, all bird species naturally occurring

in the European territory of the EU Menber States are protected in

Sl ovaki a al so. 65 native taxa of animals are included into Annexes | and

Il of CITES. 2 248 taxa of animals are threatened and 42 are considered

to be extinct.

According to the hunting legal regulations from the total nunber of
protected ani mal species sone of them are classifies as ganme speci es,
nanmely 11 species of mammals and 43 bird species. Reginme of the fishery

act covers 17 protected fish species.

Deci si ons on Taxonony

Decision 1V/1 Report and recomendati ons of the third neeting of SBSTTA
[part]

51. Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) action plan in place (please provide further details)

5 Oder of the ME SR No. 24/2003, which takes into consideration the
identification of natural habitats and species inportant from the conservation
point of view at the EU | evel

6 Act No. 61/1977 Coll. on Forests as anended by later regulations, act
No. 23/1962 Coll. on Hunting, act No . 139/2002 Coll. on Fishery.
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e) reports on inplementation avail able (please provide
further details)

Further information on the national taxononic action plan of your country

Currently the national taxonom cal needs assessment is being prepared by the
consortium of the taxonomical institutions “National Taxonomic Facility”.
Following its conpleting we expect to prepare detail ed national taxonomc
action plan.

52. |Is your country encouraging bilateral and nultilateral training and
enpl oyment opportunities for taxonom sts, particularly those dealing with
poorly known organi snms?

a) no

b) sone opportunities X

c) significant opportunities

53. Is your country investing on a long-termbasis in the devel opnent of
appropriate infrastructure for your national taxonom c collections?

a) no

b) sone i nvest nent X

c) significant investnent

54. |s your country encouragi ng partnershi ps between taxonom c institutions in
devel oped and devel opi ng countri es?

a) no

b) yes, sonme cooperative programes under devel opnent

c) yes, sonme cooperative programes bei ng i npl enent ed X

55. Has your country adopted any international agreed |evels of collection
housi ng?

a) no

b) under review

c) being inplenented by sone coll ections X

d) being inplenmented by all major collections

56. Has your country provided training programmes in taxonomny?

a) no

b) sone X

c) many

57. Has your country reported on neasures adopted to strengthen nationa
capacity in taxonony, to designate national reference centres, and to nake
i nformati on housed in collections available to countries of origin?

a) no X

b) yes, in the previous national report

c) yes, via the clearing-house nmechani sm
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d) yes, other neans (please give details)

Further comments on nmeasures adopted to strengthen national capacity in
t axonony

Recently consortium of the major Slovak taxonomi cal institutions “Nationa
Taxonom ¢ Facility” was established. W expect that these institutions wll
develop in a short time in a coordinated action plan to strengthen the

nati onal capacity in taxonomy, to use existing capacities nore effectively
and to develop new facilities, especially for the better use of nolecul ar
nmet hods i n taxonony and for the nore proper care about biodiversity

col | ecti ons.

58. Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for
bi ol ogi cal diversity inventories and taxonom c activities are financially and
adm ni stratively stabl e?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes for sonme institutions X

d) yes for all mmjor institutions

59. Has your country assisted taxonom c institutions to establish consortia to
conduct regional projects?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes, limted extent X

d) yes, significant extent

60. Has your country given special attention to international funding of
fell owships for specialist training abroad or for attracting internationa
experts to national or regional courses?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes, limted extent X

d) yes, significant extent

61. Has your country provided programmes for re-training of qualified
prof essi onal s novi ng i nto taxonony-related fiel ds?

a) no X

b) sone

c) many

Deci sion V/9. d obal Taxonomy Initiative: |nplementation and further
advance of the Suggestions for Action

62. Has your country established or consolidated taxononic reference centres?

a) no X

b) yes
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63. Has your country worked to increase its capacity in the
research?

area of taxonom c

a) no X

b) yes
64. Has your country comruni cated i nformati on on programmes, projects and
initiatives for consideration as pilot projects under the G obal Taxonony
Initiative to the Executive Secretary?

a) no

b) yes X
65. Has your country designated a national G obal Taxonony Initiative foca
poi nt |inked to other national focal points?

a) no

b) yes X

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in trans

ition -

66. Has your country sought resources through the financial nechanismfor the
priority actions identified in the decision?

a) no X

b) rel evant project proposal under devel opnent

c) project proposal submitted

d) inplenentation of relevant project begun

Decision VI/8. d obal Taxonomy Initiative

67. Has your country revi ewed the programme of work for the d obal Taxonony
Initiative as annexed to Decision VI/8?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) yes
68. Is your country pronoting and carrying out the programme of work for the

G obal Taxonomy Initiative?
a) no
b) rel evant plans bei ng devel oped X
c) yes, sone activities being inplenmented (please provide
det ai | s)
d) yes, nobst activities being inplenented (pl ease provide
detail s)
Further information on the pronption and inplenentation of the programe of

work for GITI
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While the detailed plans for inplenmentation of the programe of work of GITlI
are being devel oped, there is ongoing cooperation in several mgjor

i nternational projects and activities, which pronote basic ainms of GIl. From
anong them participation in the European Network for Biodiversity Information
(ENBI'), A Biological Collection Access Service for Europe (Bi oCASE), Fauna
Eur opaea, European Initiative towards the Euro+Med Pl ant Base shoul d be

menti oned. National Taxonom c Facility consortium houses al so a national node
of the G obal Biodiversity Information Facility.

69. Is your country collaborating with the existing regional, subregi onal and
gl obal initiatives, partnerships and institutions in carrying out the
programme of work?

a) no

b) rel evant coll aborative programres under devel opnent

c) yes, sone coll aborative programes bei ng i npl enent ed

(pl ease provide details) X

Further information on the coll aboration your country is having w th other
countries to inplenent the programe of work for GTI

Eur opean Network for Biodiversity Information (ENBI), A Biological Collection
Access Service for Europe (Bi oCASE), Fauna Europaea, European Initiative
towards the Euro+Med Pl antBase, G obal Biodiversity Information Facility

(GBI F).

70. Has your country made avail abl e through CHM t he updat ed i nformati on about
| egal requirenments for exchange of biol ogical specinmens and about current

| egi slation and rules for access and benefit-sharing in terns of the needs of
GTl ?

a) no

b) collection of relevant infornmati on under way X

c) yes, sone information avail abl e

d) yes, nobst information avail able

71. Has your country initiated the establishnment of national and regi ona
networks to aid the Parties in their taxonom c needs in inplenenting the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent X

c) relevant networks bei ng established

d) relevant networks in place (please provide details)

Further information on the networks of which your country has initiated the
est abl i shnent

Sl ovak Republic was one of the |eading countries (together with South Africa
and Mal awi ) behind the proposal “Co-operating to build capacity and create a
distributed world flora informati on systemto overcome the taxonom c

i rpedi ment” (activity of the consortium Species Plantarum — Flora of the
Worl d), submitted via the GIl to GEF. Alas, this proposal failed to get
adequate support. Currently we are trying to inprove this proposal
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Annex to Decision VI/8. Progranme of Work for the G obal Taxonony
Initiative

72. Has your country made an assessnent of taxonom ¢ needs and capacities at
the national level for the inplementation of the Convention?

a) no X

b) yes, basic assessnent made (pl ease provide a |list of
needs and capacities identified)

c) yes, thorough assessnent nade (pl ease provide a |list of
needs and capacities identified)

Further comments on national assessnment of taxonom c needs and capacities

Currently the national taxonom cal needs assessnent is being prepared by the
consortium of the taxonomical institutions “National Taxonomic Facility”.

73. Has your country built the human resources systens and infrastructure
needed to obtain, collate and curate biological specinens that are the basis
for taxononm ¢ know edge?

a) no

b) related systens under devel opnent X

c) yes (please provide additional informtion)

Further comments on devel opnent of human resources systenms and infrastructure
needed to obtain, collate and curate biological specinens

“National Taxonomic Facility” consortiumis preparing detailed nationa
taxonom ¢ action plan. Inportant part of this plan will be securing the human
resources and appropriate funds to i nprove the care about the biodiversity
collections. Currently these collections are seriously underfunded and this
is true for all types of collections, nanely those in nuseuns, universities
and research institutes. Especially those in universities and research

i nstitutions need considerabl e support, as they have no special funds for

col l ections. Grant agencies in Slovakia usually support research projects,

but there are no schenes for building facilities to which collections

undoubt edly bel ong to.

74. 1s your country facilitating an inproved and effective
i nfrastructure/ system for access to taxononi c informtion?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent X

c) yes, access inproved to taxonom c information for sonme
themati c areas and cross-cutting i ssues under CBD

d) yes, access inproved to taxonom c information for npst
of thematic areas and cross-cutting issues under CBD
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75. Is your country working with other Parties to undertake regi onal taxononic
needs assessnments and identify priorities at the regi onal |evel?

a) no

b) assessnent ongoi ng X

c) assessnent conpleted but priorities to be identified
(pl ease provide details)

d) results of assessnents avail able (pl ease provide
detail s)

Further information on the assessnments of regional taxonon c needs and
priorities

“Nati onal Taxonomi c Facility” consortium cooperates with other major European
taxonom c institutions. It takes part now in the project proposal ED T
(European Distributed Institute of Taxonony), submitted to the 6'" Franmework
Programme of the EU as a network of excellence. As part of this project,

cl ose cooperation in identification of European and worl d-wi de taxonom c
needs i s expected.

76. |s your country raising public awareness and education for the purpose of
the i nmpl ementati on of GTI?

a) no

b) yes, to a linmted extent X

c) yes, to a significant extent

77. Is your country working with other Parties on regional or global capacity-
bui l ding to support access to and generation of taxonom c informtion?

a) no

b) rel evant programres under devel opnent

c) yes, sonme activities being undertaken for this purpose
(pl ease provi de details)

d) yes, many activities being undertaken for this purpose
(pl ease provide details)

Further comments on cooperation with Parties on regional or global capacity-
buil ding to support access to and generation of taxonom c information

Proj ect proposal EDI T (European Distributed Institute of Taxonony), submtted
to the 6'" Framework Programme of the EU as a network of excellence, if
successful, will address precisely these issues.

78. Is your country strengtheni ng existing networks for regional cooperation
i n taxonony?

a) no

b) yes X
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79. Has your country undertaken taxonom ¢ studi es and established inventories
at the national level for a basic assessnent of forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent

c) yes (please provide details) X

Further information on the taxonom ¢ studi es undertaken and the inventories
establ i shed by your country for a basic assessnment of forest biodiversity

There are ongoing projects in this respect, e.g. the project of nultivolume
wor k Flora Slovenska (Flora of Slovakia), which includes as its inportant
part also forest biodiversity. There are ongoi ng taxonom c studies in flora
and fauna which address also parts of the forest biodiversity.

80. Has your country devel oped taxononic support for the inplenentation of the
programes of work under the Convention?

a) no

b) yes X

If yes, for which programme of work has your country devel oped support?

c) forest biodiversity X

d) marine and coastal biodiversity

e) dry and sub-hum d | ands bi odi versity

f) inland waters biodiversity

g) nountain biodiversity

81. Has your country devel oped taxononic support for the inplenentation of the
cross-cutting i ssues under the Convention?

a) no

b) yes X

If yes, in which area has your country devel oped taxonom c support?

c) access and benefit-sharing

d) Article 8(j)

e) ecosystem approach

f) inpact assessnent, nonitoring and indicators

g) protected areas

h) others (please specify bel ow)

Further comments on the devel opnent of support for the inplenentation of the
cross-cutting i ssues under the Conventi on

Institutions formng the National Taxonom c Facility work on the various

t axonom cal projects supporting the ecosystem approach, nonitoring, search
for indicators and inventory in the protected areas. They work also directly
in the devel opnment of the Natura 2000 network and for its nonitoring.
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Pl ease |ist below constraints or inpedi nents encountered by your
country in the inplenentation of this article and associ ated deci si ons.

Al t hough there is considerable developnent in Slovakia in respect of the

i npl emrentation of this article (e.g., establishment of the Nationa
Taxonomic Facility and cooperation on various international projects),
still the major inpedinent is the inadequacy of the financial sources

directly supporting such activities.

Slovakia is the Associate Menber of the dobal Biodiversity Information
Facility, which has definitely great potential in respect of the support of
the GTl related activities. Again, there is no direct financial support for
this node and it is supported only from the institution, where it is
housed, namely from the Institute of Botany of the Slovak Acadeny of
Sci ences. Current activities of Slovakia in GBIF showed great potential of
this country in providing biodiversity information online and it is
believed that further financial investment in this direction will be very
efficient.

Maj or i nprovenment should be made in a near future in supporting the care
about the biodiversity collections in museuns, universities and research
institutions. Recently conpleted project Bi oCASE (A Biological Collection
Access Service for Europe) helped to accunulate netadata on these
collections and established sonme pilot projects on their digitalization
(e.g. presentation of the part of the herbariumcollection of the Institute
of Botany SAS via Bi oCASE and GBI F network via internet). This showed great
potential of these collections, and, at the sane tine, pointed to the need
for the further support. This should be concentrated on the building of the
facilities including human resources and their digitalization.

In spite of the very limted funding from the Slovak grant agencies,
currently there are many taxononical studies carried out, dealing with the
bi odi versity in Slovakia, but in some cases also biodiversity world-w de
Results are published in top international journals and Slovak taxonom sts
significantly contribute to the world-wi de knowl edge on biodiversity. Stil
facilities, especially for the nolecular taxonony are very linmted and
their further developnent is highly desirable. These days mol ecul ar nethods
play inportant role in the biodiversity conservation and help us to focus
our activities in this respect.

Further conments on inplenentation of these decisions

Recently established National Taxonomic Facility where several nmgjor
institution joined their forces (lInstitute of Botany Slovak Acadeny of

Sci ences, Bratislava, Zoological Institute of the Slovak Acadeny of
Science, Bratislava, Commenius University, Bratislava, P. J. Saféarik
University, KoSice and Slovak National Miseun) is likely to inprove the

anount of cooperation on national and international |evel on the taxonom c
i ssues; it is expected to devel op new taxonomni c projects, and |ast but not
least to attract nore substantial financial sources for building the
facilities and inproving human resources for further developnent of
taxonony in its service for the biodiversity conservation.




39

In situ conservation [excluding Articles 8h and 8j]

82. Has your country established a system of protected areas which ains to
conserve biol ogical diversity (8a)?

a) system bei ng pl anned

b) system under devel opnent

c) national protected area systens in place

d) system being revi ewed and further expansi on being X

pl anned
83. Has your country adopted the national guidelines for the selection
establ i shnment and managenent of protected areas (8b)?

a) no

b) no, under devel opnent

c) yes (please provide details)

d) yes, the guidelines being reviewed and extended X

Further information on the guidelines your country has adopted for the
sel ection, establishnment and managenent of protected areas

Est abl i shnent and managenment of protected areas is addressed through the Act
No. 543/2002 on Nature and Landscape Protection.
The act defines follow ng categories of protected areas:
National Parks (8 19, hereinafter NP), 9 NP
- larger areas usually nore then 1,00 ha predominantly with ecosystens
substantially unaffected by hunan activities, or with unique and natura
| andscape structures
desi gnated by decree of the Governnent of the Slovak Republic
National Park visiting rules ny be issued
3'd | evel of protection applies
Protected Landscape Areas (8 18 hereinafter PLA), 14 PLA
a larger area , wusually nore than 1,000 ha , wth fragnented
ecosystens which are significant for conservation of biologica
diversity and ecological stability , with characteristic |andscape
features or with specific fornms of historical settlenents
designated by the Mnistry of the Environment through a generally
bi ndi ng | egal regul ation
. 2" ] evel of protection applies
Nature Reserves (8 22 hereinafter NR), 385 NR
- a site, usually up to 1,000 ha representing predominantly origina
or those natural habitats of European or national significance,
habitats of species of European or national significance, which
have not been affected by human activities
desi gnated by County O fices fro the Environnment
4t and 5'" | evel of protection applies
Nat|onal Nat ure Reserves (8 22, hereinafter NNR), 228 NNR

definition as above, with addition of representing nationa
bi ocentres , being a part of the nobst significant national natura
herit age,

designated by the Mnistry of the Environnment
4th and 5'" | evel of protection applies
Nat ure Monunents (8 23, hereinafter NM, 239 NM
point, linear or other smaller ecosystens, their conponents or
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el ements, not exceeding 50 ha in area, having scientific,
cultural, ecological, aesthetic or |andscape significance
desi gnated by County O fices fro the Environnment
4" and 5'" | evel of protection applies
NM include also 4 499 caves (underground hollow void in the Eart’s
crust accessible by man, exceeding 2 neters in length or depth) s
and 151 npatural water falls (natural rocky formation in which
water falls from the height of over three neters or flows by
uninterrupted or cascaded rocky escarpnent steep nore then 75
degrees and water persist in the river bed all the year round)
National Nature Mnunents (8 23, hereinafter NNM, 60 NNM
definition as above, with addition of representing an integral
part of the nobst significant national natural heritage,
desi gnated by the Mnistry of the Environnent
4" and 5'" | evel of protection applies
Protected Sites (8 21 hereinafter PS), 189 PS
- area, usually up to 1,000 ha with existence of natural habitats of
European interests in which favourable status of those natura
habi tats depends on human economi c activities
Desi gnated by County O fices for the Environment
. 4'" | evel of protection applies
Protect Bird Area ((8 26, see section on NATURA For nore details)
Protecti ve Zones
If required by interest of protection Protective Zones nmay be designated
for protection of national park, protected sites, nature reserves, or
nat ure nonunents.
Applicable level of protection in protective zones is always | ower by one
| evel then level of protection provided by the Act for protected area in
questi on.

Ot her designations

Prot ect ed Landscape El enent
Elerent fulfilling a function of biocentre, a biocorridor, or an
interactive elenent, especially of |ocal of county significance
Designated by District Ofices for the Environnent

NATURA 2000 net wor k

Based on the obligation related to accession of SR into the EU a proposal for
a network of protected areas referred to as NATURA 2000, was prepared according
to the criteria laid down in the Habitat Directive. This network consists of
two types of protected areas as provided for by the Act No.543/2002

§ 26 — provides for establishing Protected Bird Area (equal to Specia
Protection Area under the Birds Directive, hereinafter SPA) - where habitats
of birds species of European significance and habitats of mgratory bird
species are to be protected for ensuring survival and reproduction of birds in
questi on.

National |ist of SPA has been approved by the Governnment and published by ME
as legally binding regulation.

Singl e SPA are to be designated under generally binding regulation of the ME.

Regul ati on shall contain conditions of protection.

§ 27 - provides for Site of European Interest — designated for the protection
of natural habitats of European interest or species of European interests. The
List of proposed Sites of European interest has been complied pursuant this
par agraph and has been submitted to the European Commi ssion. Prior subm ssion




41

the National |ist of SPA has been approved by the Government. The List has been
publ i shed by MbE as |egally binding regulation.

A proposed Site of European Interest is considered to protected area under the
Act 543/ 2002. Applicable level of protection is determned through the
Nati onal List of pSCls approved by the Governnent.

Proposed Sites of European |nterest approved by the European Conm ssion shall
be designated as by the nature protection body as protected area or a zone of
protected area according to the Act 543/2002 within six years fromthe approval
of the national list by the European Conmi ssion.

Information in respective national lists include: nane of the site, cadastral
area, in which the site is situated, area of site in hectares, and the reasons
for protection.

In case of pSCl, for each site, level of protection from among five |levels of
protection is determ ned.

§ 28 — defines that SPA and other protected areas according to paragraph

27 shall form a part of the coherent European network of protected areas

aimed at conservation of a favourable status of natural habitats of

Eur opean interest and species of European interest.

The Act further requires that an activity that may influence either
individually or in conbination with other activities, the area which

bel ongs to the coherent network of European protected areas or is pSC

under paragraph 27 shall be subject of EIA (interventions in the area

whi ch may cause substantial changes in biological diversity, structure

and functions of ecosystens).

Exi sting National lists of protected sites relevant to NATURA 2000 in SR

consi sts of

38 SPA with the total area of 1 236 545 ha - 25,2 % of the area
of SR
384 pSClI with the total area of 576 569,4 ha - 11,76 % of the

area of SR
Overl apping of the pSCls with the current national network of protected
areas is 10,16 % of the area of SR

I nternational designations

The Act 543/2002 defines areas of international inportance as areas designated
and protected in franmework of international conventions ( i.e. Ransar Sites
Wrld Heritage Sites). Accordingly, in legal ternms the reference does not apply
to areas designated under regines of soft low - e.g. biosphere reserves under

t he UNESCO MAB Programe, European Di pl ona of Council of Europe). However in
practice all these areas are treated as “internationally inportant”

Private Protected Areas
§ 31 of the Act 543/2002 provides for establishing Private Protected Area and
its Protective Zone. The I|andower who owns |and, which neets conditions
defined in the Act, may ask for designation of his |land as

protected site
nature reserve, or
nat ure nonument

Forestry: The system of protected areas to conserve the forest genetic
resources consists of the long-term protected Gene Reserve Forests and
tenmporarily protected Approved Seed Collection Stands. This system was legally
fixed by the Act on Forest Reproductive Material, endorsed by the Parlianent in
2004. The network of Forest Gene Reserves includes 74 units with the area of 26
111 ha. There are also 11 thousand tenporarily protected Approved Stands for
Seed Collection with the area of 61 ths. hectares, of which 8 5 ths. hectares
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are under special close-to-nature nanagenent reginme.

84. Does your country regul ate or nmanage bi ol ogi cal resources inportant for
t he conservation of biological diversity with a viewto ensuring their
conservation and sustai nabl e use (8c)?

a) no

b) rel evant regul ati ons or gui delines being consi dered

c) relevant regul ati ons or guidelines under devel opnent

d) relevant regul ati ons, policies and/or guidelines in

pl ace (pl ease provide details) X

e) reports on inplementation avail abl e (pl ease provide

det ai | s) X

Further information on the regulation or managenent of bi ol ogi cal resources
i nportant for the conservation of biodiversity

The Act No. 543/2002 on Nature and Landscape Protection in 811 establishes
five levels of area protection which inpleis different consrevation regines.
VWhile the 1st level of protection applies to the national territory of
Slovakia, the fifth Ilevel of protection represents the nost strict
protection.

In 812- 16 the Act defines actions, which either required prior approval by
nature conservation bodies or are prohibited in the area, where respective
| evel of protection applies.

1st level of protection — 8 activities that require prior approval by nature
conservati on body

2 | evel of protection —-21 activities that require prior approval by nature
conservation body and 2 activities prohi bi t ed

3'd | evel of protection —20 activities that require prior approval by nature
conservation body and 10 activities prohibited

4th |l evel of protection — 15 activities that require prior approval by nature
conservation body and 20 activities prohibited

5t" | evel of protection - 11 activities that require prior approval by nature
conservation body and 28 activities prohibited

General Protection of landscape is to be ensured through ecol ogi cal networks
referred as Territorial System of Ecological Stability. The foundation of
this system is represented by biocentres, biocorridors and interactive
el enents of national, regional and |ocal interest.

The Act on Nature and Landscape Protection in 8 54 defines docunents of nature
protection, which include :
- Concept of nature and | andscape protection
Managenment docunents for specially protected parts of nature and
| andscape and for areas o international interest (nanagenent plans)
Docunents of the territorial system of ecological stability
Docunments of specially protected parts of nature and | andscape (projects
for designating nature conservation areas, proposal for designation of
the Protected Bird Areas, Reports fromthe Inventories, Docunmentary Books
on Protected Areas and on Protected Trees, National Red lists, Nationa
dat abase of Protected species, species of European inportance and species
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of national inportance , habitats, caves and waterfalls)
Managenent docunents for woods

Concept of nature and | andscape protection is to be developed by Mnistry of
Envi ronment .

Gui delines for developing of nanagenment plans for various PA categories are
currently being devel oped.

The content of Managenent Plans for areas of international interest (including
for NATURA 2000 sites) has been established by the Oder of the ME No.
24/ 2003.

Managenent Plans (referred in the law as Progranms of Care ) for areas of
i nternational inportance, NATURA 2000 sites and for National Parks are subject
to approval by the Governnment. Methodol ogies to prepare Managenent plan for NP
and managenent plan for areas of international interest (i.e. including pSCl)
are very simlar in parts describing ecological and soci o- econoni cal
conditions. Common is nethodology for nanagenent zoning of protected areas
Managenment plan for NP is dealing nore wth organizational structure and
institutional background of the park

Natura 2000 sites create usually only part of NP, but take always precedence
and will be incorporated into managenment plan for NP. Both docunents are
setting up limts to devel opnent and frameworks for protection including of
forest ecosystens.

- Managenent Plans are to be renewed in 10 year cycles.

Spatial plans and nmanagenent plans of other sectors have to take due
regard of conservation neasures outlined in the Managenent Plans for
protected areas.

Protected areas may be divided to maximum of 4 zones with different
protection reginmes.

NGOs (Civil associations), upon request are entitled to receive
information in witing on details of the nanagenent docunentation under
preparation, including on foreseen date of its approval

Shoul d NGO subnmit coments to nanagenent documentati on under preparation
competent nature conservation body shall consult these comments wi th NGO
submtting their coments.

Nat ure Conservation docunents are accessible to public.

Nat ure Conservation docunent are developed by conpetent nature protection
bodi es and agencies, or by conpetent persons. The ME keeps the list persons
both | egal and natural) conpetent to devel op nature conservati on docunents)

Categorisation of forests fixed by the forestry |legislation: The wood
production function prevails in 73.2% of forests, while 14.8% are protective
forests and 17.5% forests with special functions including the forests at
i mportant wat ersheds, nature conservation areas, recreation, forests damaged by
air pollution, etc.).

Forest managenment planning: forest managenent plans have been obligatory for
all registered forest stands. They have been prepared according to the
| egal Iy binding guidelines and nmanagenent nodels taking the site conditions,
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potential natural vegetation and current forest cover. Shelterwood forest
regeneration system prevails in Slovakia since 2001, contrary to the
preval ence of a small-area (<2 ha) clear cutting until 1991

Measures to conserve forest genetic resources including the network of Cene
Reserve Forests with long-term voluntary conservation commtment, Approved
Stands for Seed Collection protected tenporarily. See answer to 82 for npre
detail s.

Agr oenvi ronnent al schenes are a toll for ensuring conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity within agricultural ecosystens.

85. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronpte the protection of
ecosystems, natural habitats and the nai nt enance of viable popul ati ons of
species in natural surroundings (8d)?

a) no nmeasures undertaken yet

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details) X

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place (please X
provi de detail s)

Further information on the nmeasures that pronote the protection of
ecosystenms, natural habitats and the nmi ntenance of viable popul ati ons of
speci es in natural surroundi ngs

1/ General Protection of |andscape is to be ensured through ecol ogi cal networks
referred as Territorial System of Ecological Stability. The foundation of this
system is represented by biocentres, biocorridors and interactive elenments of
national, regional and |ocal interest.

2/ Different Protection regines — described under above question 84
3/ Docunents of nature protection — described under above question 84

4/ Forestry: Measures to conserve forest genetic resources including the
network of Gene Reserve Forests with long-termvoluntary conservation
commitment, Approved Stands for Seed Col |l ection protected tenporarily with
speci fic close-to-nature managenent regime. See answer to the question 82 for
nore details.

5/ Agroenvironnmental schenes

86. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote environnentally sound
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent in areas adjacent to protected areas (8e)?

a) no neasures undertaken yet

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone neasures in place (please provide details) X

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place (please
provi de detail s)

Further information on the measures that pronote environnmentally sound and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in areas adjacent to protected areas
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Protected areas are divided into zones based on a status of natural habitats
if care of protected areas requires it.

Specific limtations and managenent neasures applied according to the Act on
Nat ure and Landscape Conservation in the protection/buffer zones of the
protected areas of nature (nature reserves, natural nonunments, species
managenment areas).

87. Has your country undertaken nmeasures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosystens (8f)?

a) no measures undertaken yet

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the measures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosyst ens

Some restoration projects were inplenmented. They were ainmed at e.g. inproving
of water reginme in wetlands, restorati on of meadows and conponents of

ecol ogi cal networks (e.g.biocorridors), etc. Until recently, nost of those
projects were financed by foreign sources.

88. Has your country undertaken neasures to pronote the recovery of threatened
species (8f)~?

a) no neasures undertaken yet

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone neasures in place (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the nmeasures to pronote the recovery of threatened
speci es

For instance:

In 2004, Slovakia undertook neasures to recover the European bison (Bison
bonasus)into the Poloniny National Park (Name of the project: Initiation of a
sust ai nabl e, free-rangi ng popul ati on of the European bison (Bison bonasus) in
Sl ovak Car pat hi ans, duration: October 2003 — March 2005).

Support neasures taken to conserve the population of |ocal chamix (Rupicapra
rupi capra subsp. Tatrica).

Measures considered to rehabilitate autochthonous European black poplar in
situ.

89. Has your country undertaken neasures to regul ate, nmanage or control the
ri sks associated with the use and rel ease of living nodified organi sms
resulting from bi ot echnol ogy (8g)?

a) no nmeasures undertaken yet

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details)

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details) X




46

Further information on the nmeasures to regul ate, manage or control the risks
associ ated with the use and rel ease of |iving nodified organi sns resulting
f rom bi ot echnol ogy

The Act No. 151/2002 Coll, as anended, On Use of Genetic Technol ogi es and
Genetically Mddified O ganisns and Decree No. 252/2002 Coll. This |ega

i nstruments address, inter alia, managi ng, control and nonitoring of the
LMOs rel eased to the environnment.

90. Has your country endeavoured to provide the conditions needed for
conpatibility between present uses and the conservati on of biol ogica
di versity and sustai nable use of its conponents (8i)?

a) no

b) potential neasures being identified X

c) sone neasures undertaken (please provide details)

d) conprehensive measures undertaken (pl ease provide
detail s)

e) reports on inplementati on of these neasures avail abl e

Further comments on the neasures taken to provide the conditions needed for
conpati bility between present uses and the conservati on of bi ol ogica
di versity and sustai nable use of its conponents

91. Has your country devel oped or nmintained the necessary |egislation and/or
ot her regul atory provisions for the protection of threatened species and
popul ati ons (8k)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) legislation or other neasures in place (please provide X
det ai | s)

Further information on the | egislation and/or regulations for the protection
of threatened speci es and popul ati ons

Act No. 543/ 2002 provides for general as well as for special protection of
pl ant and animals species. The Act also covers protection of mnerals and
fossils.

Special Protection is addressed through Section Three, Chapter Two of the Act.

The Act establishes prohibition on damagi ng destroying pickin-up or collecting
protected plants and on capture and killing of protected animals in their
natural environment.

The act also establishes prohibition on destruction of habitats of protected
pl ant and ani mal speci es.

The act further defines prohibited nmethods and neans of capture and killing of
protected animal and provides for restriction in use of selected species and
pl ants and ani mal s.

Respective Lists of Protected Species are published in Annexes of the Oder of
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the MbE SR No. 24/2003. Consideration if also given to species of European
i mportance whose conservation is required through | egal acts of the EU

According to the current common | egal regulations 1 356 vascul ar and non-
vascul ar plant species are protected in Slovakia of which 539 are protected at
the EU | evel

Accordingly fromthe total nunmber of 11 246 plant species of Slovakia 12,05 %
are protected. O them 89,6 %are vascular plants, 1,7 %are bryophytes, 1,6
% are lichens, 6,6 %are fungi and 0,5 % are al gae

754 taxa of animals (742 species, 12 genera) are protected in Slovakia of which
257 are protected in the EU countries. In accordance with the EU | egi sl ation,
all bird species naturally occurring in the European territory of the EU Menber
States are protected in Slovakia al so.

According to the hunting legal regulations (Act No. 23/1962 Coll. on Hunting)
fromthe total number of protected animal species sonme of them are classifies
as ganme species, nanmely 11 species of mamuals and 43 bird species.

Regime of the Act No. 139/2002 Coll. on Fishery covers 17 protected fish
speci es.

I rpl ementation of different legal reginmes has negative influence on the
managenment of protected ani mal species and on deci si on- maki ng processes.

National red lists of protected animal species are developed for all groups of
vertebrates and for selected groups of invertebrates and for plants. However,
data on species are mssing, especially for invertebrates

In Slovakia 2 939 taxa of vascular and non-vascul ar plants are threatened, 196
are extinct. Conpared to the 2001 assessnent, nunber of threatened taxa was
i ncreased by 230 in case of vascular plants and by 26 species of non-vascul ar
pl ants.

2 248 taxa of animals are threatened and 42 are considered to be extinct.

Speci es Trade

Trade in endangered wild plant and ani mal species is regulated in:
- the Act No. 237/2002 Coll. on Trade in Endangered Species of WIld Fauna
and Flora, ( only Articles Il and IV remain in force)
the Act No. 15/ 2005 Coll on the protection of wild species and aninals
and wild species of plants through regulating trade therein and on
anendnment s and conpl ements of certain | aws.
Order of the MbE SR No. 110/2005, by which sone provisions of the Act on the
protection of wld species and animals and wild species of plants through
regul ating trade therein are inpl enented

The Act No. 15/2002 transposes :
Council Directive 83/129/EEC of 28 March 1983 concerning the inportation into

the Menber States of skins of certain seal pups and products derived therefrom
Amended by Council Directive 89/370/ EEC of 8 June 1989

And conpl enents :
the Council Regul ation No. 338/97/EC on the Protection of the Species of WId
Fl ora and Fauna by Regulating trade Therein as amended in Regulation (EC) No

1497/ 2003 Regul ation (EC) No 1882/2003 Regul ation (EC) No 834/ 2004

and
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Commi ssion Regul ation (EC) No 1808/2001 of 30 August 2001 |aying down detailed
rul es concerning the inplenmentation of Council Regulation (EC) No 338/ 97 on the
protection of species of wild fauna and flora by regulating trade therein.

The Act defines its scope, definitions, conditions of inport, export, re-
export, transit of exenplars and related permtting procedures, conmercia
activities and nove of exenplars, records, certification of the origin and
unchangeabl e identification, and identifies responsible state administration
bodies. If also defines fines for non-conpliance

Pl ant and ani nas species that are subject of this law are divided into four
categori es.

The nost restricted trade reginme applies to those species that are included in
Annexes | and Il of CITES :

110 vascul ar plant species are included in Annex Il of CITES

65 native taxa of aninmals are included into Annexes | and Il of CITES

Species — ex situ conservation

§ 45 of the Act 543/2002 and subsequent paragraphs nanmes and defines the
facilities intended for rescue of protected plants and protected ani mals,
i ncl udi ng
- Botani cal gardens
Arboreta
Breedi ng centres
Recovery centres
Rescue centres

Zool ogi cal and botanical gardens, and arboreta represent typical ex-situ
conservation facilities. Ex-situ conservation is ensured for several native
speci es through the rescue breeding. Here the capacities of zool ogi cal gardens
are used only in a limted scale. Botanical gardens participate in ex-situ
conservation, e.g. in the inplenentation of neasures provided for by the
approved recovery progranms for critically endangered and rare plant species.

The gene banks for native (wld) plant and ani mal species have not been
establ i shed yet. The gene banks for the conservation of genetic material of

cul tivated species and mcroorgani snms al ready exist. National Gene Bank for the
preservation of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in the form of
seeds is situated in the Research Institute of Plant Production in PieStany.
Institute for the Conservation of Biological Diversity and Biosafety at the

Sl ovak Agricultural University in Nitra has established gene banks for the
preservation of collections of vegetatively propagated plant species.

Forestry: Conservation and sustai nable use of the Forest Tree Populations in
the gene reserve forests, reproductive plantations and clonal archives ensured

by:

Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic no. 571/2004 on Forest
Reproductive Material and change of sonme acts.

Decree of the Mnistry of Agriculture of the Slovak Republic no. 571/2004
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on the sources of forest reproductive material, its collection, production
mar keti ng and use.

92. Does your country regul ate or nanage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biol ogica
di versity (8l)~?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes, to alimted extent

d) yes, to a significant extent X

If a devel oped country Party -

93. Does your country cooperate in providing financial and other support for
in situ conservation particularly to devel opi ng countries (8m?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition —

94. Does your country receive financial and other support for in situ
conservation (8m?

a) no X

b) yes (please give details)

Further comments on financial and other support for in situ conservation

Sl ovakia provides |imted support to devel oping parties or EIT Parties
within a framework of its Official Devel opnent Assistance.

Decision |1/7 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Conventi on

95. Is your country sharing information and experi ence on inplenentation of
this Article with other Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of witten materials and/ or case studies X

c) sharing information through regional neetings

Article 8h Alien species

96. Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only mmj or species of concern X

c) only new or recent introductions

d) a conprehensive systemtracks new i ntroducti ons

e) a conprehensive systemtracks all known introductions

97. Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens, habitats or
speci es by the introduction of these alien species?

a) no
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b) only some alien species of concern assessed (please X
provi de detail s)

c) nost alien species assessed (please provide details)

Further information on the assessnment of the risks posed to ecosystens,
habitats or species by the introduction of these alien species

In 2002, List of Alien, Invasive Alien and Expansive Native Vascul ar Pl ant
Speci es of Slovakia was published. From other systematic groups: fishes,
mammal s, invertebrates (only Orthoptera so far) — only major species of
concern have been idenfied. Lists of invasive alien species (mjor species of
concern) in the other systematic groups are bei ng devel oped. Since 1997,
al i en vascul ar plat species have been mapped. Sone alien animl species have
been mapped since 2003.

Sl ovaki a | acks a conprehensi ve system of risk analysis. However, sone water
courses (wetland habitats) nostly in southern parts of Slovakia (Protected
Landscape Areas: Latorica, Dunaj ské |uhy, Zahorie)have been assessed for

i mpact of alien fish species on native fish species. Increased attention is
given to reptiles (nmostly Trachenys scripta el egans), birds of pray (nostly
hybrids). As for vascular plants, sone assessnents of the risk posed by 28
identified invasive alien species to habitats/ecosystens have been done (e.g.
Her acl eum mant egazzi anum Fal | opi a j aponi ca, Fallopia x bohem ca, Solidago
canadensis etc.).

Robi ni a pseudoacaci a and i nvasive herb species assessed in relation to the
habitats of Community (EU) inportance and establishment of Natura 2000
network in the territory of Slovakia.

98. Has your country undertaken neasures to prevent the introduction of,
control or eradicate those alien species which threaten ecosystens, habitats
or species?

a) no measures

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the nmeasures to prevent the introduction of, contro
or eradicate those alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or
speci es

Management neasures (nostly eradication and control) follow the results of
i nvasi ve alien vascul ar plant species mapping and they are concentrated in
protected areas. Areas, where no special protection is provided, are also
subj ect to managenent actions (there is a strong effort to involve as nuch
st akehol ders as possible in these activities).

Sl ovak | aws (Act No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Protection)
provides a frame for protection of natural species conposition of ecosystens.
Some of its regulations deal with intentional dissem nation of alien species,
trade in invasive alien species, elimnation of invasive alien species.
According to an order of the Mnistry of the Environnent, the conpul sory
elimnation od invasive alien species applies only to 7 plant species (the
nost problematic): Fallopia japonica, Fallopia x bohem ca, Fallopia
sachal i nensi s, Heracl eum mant egazzi anum | npatiens gl andulifera, Solidago
canadensi s, Solidago gi gantea.

National Strategy on Invasive Alien Species is being prepared based on
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d obal / European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species. The Strategy will address
conprehensi ve neasures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate
all invasive alien species in Slovakia (not only plant species).

Forestry: Only neasures on the control of black | ocust (Robinia pseudoacaci a)
i mpl emented at the | ocal scale.

Decision 1V/1. Report and recomendations of the third neeting of
SBSTTA

99. Is your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at national
regi onal, sub-regional and international levels to address the issue of alien
speci es?

a) little or no action

b) di scussion on potential projects under way

c) active devel opment of new projects

d) sone projects being inplenented X

100. Does your national biodiversity strategy and action plan address the
i ssue of alien species?

a) no

b) yes, limted extent X

c) yes, significant extent

Decision V/8. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or
speci es

101. Has your country subnitted case studies to the Executive Secretary
focusing on themati c assessnents?

a) no X

b) in preparation

c) yes

102. Has your country given priority to the devel opnment and inpl ementati on of
alien invasive species strategies and action plans?

a) no

b) yes X

103. In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country devel oped
or involved itself in nmechanisns for international cooperation, including the
exchange of best practices?

a) no

b) trans-boundary or bil ateral cooperation X

c) regional cooperation

d) nultilateral cooperation
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104. I's your country giving priority attention to geographically and
evolutionarily isolated ecosystens in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no

b) yes X

105. I's your country using the ecosystem approach and precauti onary and bi o-
geogr aphi cal approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease el aborate) X

Further comments on the use of the ecosystem approach and precautionary and
bi o- geogr aphi cal approaches in work on alien invasive species

Sl ovaki a has been making effort to apply the above nentioned approaches in
the work on invasive alien species nore or |ess successfully since the year
2000, when the 5'" Conference of the Parties in its decision V/8.1. urged
Parties to apply the Interim Guiding Principles (later adopted by 6'" CoP —
decision VI/23.11.4. - as @uiding Principles), which included precautionary
and ecosystem approach. However, these approaches have been used in the work
on invasive alien species nostly in the environnent sector. The first draft
of National Strategy on Invasive Alien Species is being prepared based on

G obal / Eur opean Strategy on Invasive Alien Species, which also applies
Guiding Principles. There is an effort to involve other sectors/stakehol ders
into its preparation and thus spread the use of these approaches.

106. Has your country devel oped effective education, training and public-
awar eness measures concerning the issue of alien species?

a) no

b) rel evant nmeasures under devel opnent

c) sone neasures devel oped X

d) many neasures devel oped

107. I's your country maki ng available the information which it holds on alien
speci es through the Cl earing-house Mechani snf?

a) no

b) sone i nformation avail abl e t hrough CHM

c) all information avail able through CHM

d) information avail abl e through ot her channels (pl ease

speci fy bel ow) X

Further comments on dissenm nation of information on alien species through
ot her channel s

The State Nature Conservancy of SR maintains the database (called Information
System on Taxons and Habitats - |1STB) and data on invasive alien species are
i ncluded into this database. However, the data are avail able according to the
Statutes of | STB Database, there is no free access to the nmintained data at
this nmoment.

108. I's your country providing support to enable the d obal Invasive Species
Programme to fulfil the tasks outlined in the decision and its annexes?
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a) no X

b) limted support

c) substantial support

Decision VI/23. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or
speci es

109. Has your country reviewed the Guiding Principles for the inplenentation
of Article 8(h) annexed to Decision VI/23?

a) no X

b) revi ew under way

c) yes, review conpleted

110. I's your country pronoting and inplenenting the CGuiding Principles?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent

c) yes, sone principles being applied (please provide X
further details)

d) yes, nost of the principles being applied (please
provi de further details)

Furt her comrents on the pronotion and inplenmentation of the Guiding
Pri nci pl es

Slovakia in its work on invasive alien species is |lacking coordination of the
work and that’s why only sone of the principles are being applied, e.g.
@Quiding Principle (GP) 1,3,5,6,7,8,13,15. These GP are applied not fully and
in a systematic way and nostly sector oriented. The first draft of Nationa
Strategy on Invasive Alien Species is being prepared based on d obal / Eur opean
Strategy on Invasive Alien Species, which also applies Guiding Principles.
There is an effort to involve other sectors/stakeholders into its preparation
as nmuch as possible and thus pronote and inmplement if not all GP then nobst of
the principles.

111. Has your country ratified the revised International Plant Protection
Conventi on?

a) no X

b) yes

c) process of ratification ongoi ng

112. I's your country working actively to enhance the inplenmentati on of the
I nternati onal Plant Convention?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the inplementation of the International Plant Convention
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113. Has your country identified national needs and priorities for the
i mpl enent ati on of the Guiding Principles?

a) no

b) identification of needs and priorities ongoing X

c) yes, national needs and priorities identified (please
provide a list of needs and priorities identified bel ow)

Further comments on the identification of national needs and priorities

114. Has your country created nmechani sms to coordi nate national programes for
i mpl ementing the Guiding Principles?

a) no

b) mechani sns under devel opnent X

c) yes, nmechanisnms in place (please provide further
detail s)

Further comments on the nmechani sns created to coordi nate nati onal programmes
for inplementing the Guiding Principles

115. Has your country reviewed rel evant policies, legislation and institutions
in the light of the Guiding Principles and adjusted or devel oped policies,
| egi slation and institutions?

a) no

b) review under way X

c) review conpl eted and adj ust ment proposed

d) adj ustnment and devel opnent ongoi ng

e) sone adjustnment and devel opnment undertaken (please
provi de details)

Further information on the review, adjustnent or devel opnent of policies,
| egislation and institutions in the |ight of the Guiding Principles
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116. I's your country enhanci ng cooperati on between the various sectors in
order to inprove prevention, early detection, eradication and/or control of
i nvasi ve alien species?

a) no

b) under consideration X

c) potential coordination nechani sns being identified

b) yes, mechanisns in place (please provide details)

Further comments on cooperati on between various sectors

No coordi nati on nechani sns between various sectors have been identified so
far.

But at the local/regional |evel (regional neant in Slovakia) there is quite
good cooperation between State Nature Conservancy of SR and e.g. Forest
Management Admi ni strations, Water Managenent Adm nistrations in inprovenent
of eradication/control of invasive alien plant species.

117. I's your country pronoting awareness of the threats to biodiversity and
rel ated ecosystem goods and servi ces posed by invasive alien species and of
the neans to address such threats?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent X

c) yes (please specify the nmeasures and activities for this
pur pose)

Further comments on the pronoti on of awareness of threats

Some rel evant programres are under devel opment, however, sonme activities to
buil d awareness have been already acconplished, e.g.: State Nature
Conservancy of SR has published a series of 5 leaflets (nanmed Invasive Alien
Pl ant Species in Slovakia) introducing the nost problematic invasive alien
pl ant species to the public. It has al so devel oped the Guideline for
elimnation of 7 major invasive alien plant species of concern. Another
exanpl e is a Handbook for distinguishing selected invasive alien plant
species. Contributions to TV, Radio broadcasting, articles in local, regiona
and national newspapers and nagazines significantly help to pronote

awar eness.

118. I's your country facilitating the involvenent of all stakehol der groups in
nati onal invasive alien species strategi es and action plans and deci si ons
related to the use of invasive alien species?

a) no

b) yes, to a linmted extent

c) yes, to a significant extent X

119. I's your country col |l aborating with tradi ng partners and nei ghbouri ng
countries to address threats of invasive alien species to biodiversity in
ecosystens that cross international boundaries?

a) no

b) under consideration X
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c) relevant coll aborative progranmes under devel opnent

d) yes (please specify the nmeasures taken for this purpose)

Further comments on col |l aboration with tradi ng partners and nei ghbouri ng
countries

State Nature Conservancy of SR has not been involved in cooperation on

regi onal (European) |level yet. Mst of the cooperation (exchange of

i nformati on, practical management neasures) has been ained at bilatera

| evel , transboundary cooperation between Sl ovakia and nei ghbouring countries:
Pol and, Hungary, the Czech Republic.

120. I's your country devel oping capacity to use risk assessnment to address
threats of invasive alien species to biodiversity and incorporate such
met hodol ogi es in EIA and SEA (strategic environnmental assessnent)?

a) no X

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent

c) yes, sone activities being undertaken for this purpose
(pl ease provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken for this
pur pose (please provide details)

Further information on capacity devel opnent to address threats of invasive
al i en species

Slovak | aws on ElIA can be also applied in respect of invasive alien species
but in practical life it has not been applied yet. The problemis that there
is no methodol ogy devel oped on risk assessnent to address threats of invasive
alien species to biodiversity.

121. Has your country devel oped financial neasures and other policies and
tools to pronote activities to reduce the threat of invasive species?

a) no

b) rel evant measures and policies under devel opnent X

c) yes, sonme neasures, policies and tools in place (please
provi de detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive neasures and tools in place (please
provi de details)

Further comments on the devel opment of financial nmeasures and ot her policies
and tools for the pronotion of activities

Forestry: As an indirect tool to be concerned, Criteria and |Indicators of
Sust ai nabl e Forest Managenent have been devel oped in 2004.

122. Has your country incorporated invasive alien species consideration into
nati onal biodiversity strategies and action plans, as well as into sectora
and cross-sectoral strategies and policies?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) taking steps to do so
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c) yes (please provide details) X

Further information on incorporating invasive alien species consideration
i nto NBSAP and sectoral and cross-sectoral strategi es and policies

Sl ovaki a has incorporated invasive alien species consideration into nationa
bi odi versity strategy and action plan but the issue has not been incorporated
into sectoral and cross-sectoral strategies and policies yet.

123. Has your country taken into consideration the G obal Strategy on | nvasive
Al i en Speci es when devel opi ng national strategies in this regard?

a) no

b) yes X

124. I's your country pronoting and carrying out the research and assessnent on
the issues identified in subparagraphs (a) to (j) of paragraph 24 of Deci sion
VI /23?

a) no

b) yes, assessnment and research undertaken on sone issues X
(pl ease specify)

c) yes, assessnent and research undertaken on nost of the
i ssues (please provide details)

Further informati on on the assessnent and research on the issues identified
i n subparagraphs (a) to (j) of paragraph 24 of Decision VI/23

State Nature Conservancy of SR nobstly in the cooperation with the Sl ovak
research and scientific institutions has pronoted and carried out research
and assessnment so far on: the vulnerability of ecosystens or habitats to

i nvasion by alien species (subparagraph a), the inpact of alien species on
bi ol ogi cal diversity (subparagraph b), the devel opnent of environnentally
friendly nethods to control and eradicate invasive alien species

(subpar agraph e).

125. Has your country devel oped and nmade avail abl e technical tools and rel ated
information to support efforts for the prevention, early detection,
nmoni tori ng, eradication and/or control of invasive alien species?

a) no

b) rel evant tools under devel opment X

c) yes (please provide a list of tools devel oped)

Further comments on technical tools and rel ated i nformation

Sl ovaki a has devel oped and nmade avail abl e technical tools and rel ated
information to support efforts for the eradication and/or control of invasive
alien plant species (7 mmjor species of concern so far), other relevant tools
are under devel opment, however, nore information on prevention, nonitoring
and particularly on early detection (programes or systems) is needed.

Forestry:

Information and nonitoring of invasive forest tree species (Robinia
pseudoacacia) in the national forest inventory.

Measures to control Robinia pseudoacacia taken |ocally.
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If a devel oping country Party or country with econony in transition -

126. Has your country received any funding fromthe G obal Environnent
Facility, bilateral donors and other funding sources to support the

devel opnent and i npl ementati on of national strategies and action plans in
this regard?

a) no X

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent

c) yes, sone funds received for relevant activities (please
speci fy the sources of funding)

Sl ovakia as a country with econony in transition (before May 15, 2004) did
not receive any funding fromthe GEF, bilateral donors and other funding
sources to develop national strategies or action plans to control/eradicate
al i en address.

Pl ease |ist below constraints or inpedinments encountered by your
country in the inplenentation of this article and associ ated deci si ons.

- lacking coordination of work on invasive alien species;
- it is not considered a cross-sectoral issue;

- still limted awareness in the public and anbng deci si on-
makers;

- limted invol vement of rel evant stakehol ders;

- limted financial sources;
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Article 8] Traditional know edge and rel ated provisions

127. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure that the know edge,

i nnovati ons and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities enbodyi ng
traditional |ifestyles relevant for the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity are respected, preserved and mai nt ai ned?

a) no measures

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the nmeasures to ensure that traditional know edge,
i nnovati ons and practices are respected, preserved and mai ntai ned

The Sl ovak Environnmental Agency has devel oped activities in the field of the
Rural Devel opnent Programme ai nmed to preservation of original rura
architecture and traditional managenent of | and.

Preservation and use of traditional know edge, innovations and practices in
t he agrof ood branches is declared by the EU Directives of No. 2081 and 2082.
In conformty with these Directives the National Programme for agricultura
goods and food production support was adopted by Mnistry of Agriculture.

128. I's your country working to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits
arising fromthe utilization of such know edge, innovations and practices?

a) no X

b) potential nechanisns being identified

c) sone nechani sns and arrangenents in place (please
provi de detail s)

d) conprehensive mechani snms and arrangenents in place
(pl ease provide details)

Further information on the mechani snms and arrangenents for the equitable
sharing of benefits arising fromthe utilization of traditional know edge,
i nnovati ons and practices

| ssues of the equitable benefit shares arising fromthe utilisation of
traditi onal know edge, innovations and practices in the Slovak Republic were
not solved in conplexity. Some partial solutions are included into the Act
No. 469/ 2003 on protected | abels of goods and food.

Decision I11/4 and Decision IV/9. Inplenentation of Article 8(j)

129. Has your country devel oped national |egislation and correspondi ng
strategies for the inplenmentation of Article 8(j)?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation or other neasures in place (please provide
detail s)

Further information on national |egislation and strategies for inplenenting
the Article 8(j)
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Adoption of the National progranmme of preservation and sustai nabl e use of
traditi onal know edge, innovations and practices would create a rea
possibility to address the issues in due conpliance with the Article 8j.

130. Has your country submtted case studies to the Executive Secretary on
measures taken to devel op and inplenment the Convention’s provisions relating
to indi genous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no case studi es undertaken X

b) case studi es undertaken but not submitted to the ES

c) yes, case studies submitted to the ES

Decision V/16. Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions

131. Has your country reviewed the programme of work specified in the annex to
the decision, and identified how to inplenent those tasks appropriate to
nati onal circunstances?

a) no

b) under review X

c) yes (please provide details)

Further comrents on the review and i nplementati on of the work progranmme
specified in the annex to decision V/16

132. I's your country integrating such tasks into its ongoi ng programmes,
taking into account the identified coll aboration opportunities?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes, to alimted extent (please provide details) X

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)

Further comments on integrating the tasks in the progranme of work into the
ongoi ng progr ames

133. I's your country taking full account of existing instrunments, guidelines,
codes and other relevant activities in the inplenentation of the programe of
wor k?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes, to alimted extent (please provide details) X

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)

Further comments on the existing instrunents, guidelines, codes and ot her
rel evant activities in the inplenentation of the programe of work
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134. Has your country provi ded appropriate financial support, technical and
human resources for the inplenentation of the programme of work?

a) no X

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes, to alinmted extent

d) yes, to a significant extent

135. Has your country fully incorporated wonen and wonmen’s organi zations in
the activities undertaken to inplenment the programme of work contained in the
annex to the decision and other relevant activities under the Convention?

a) no

b) yes X

136. Has your country taken measures to facilitate the full and effective
participation of indigenous and |local conmunities in the inplenmentation of
t he Conventi on?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes, to a limted extent X

d) yes, to a significant extent

137. Has your country provided case studies on nmethods and approaches
concerning the preservation and sharing of traditional know edge, and the
control of that information by indigenous and | ocal comrunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes, sent to the Secretariat

d) yes, through the national CHM

e) yes, available through other neans (pl ease specify) X

Furt her comments on case studies

In Slovakia a case study on the traditional agroecosystens revitalisation

was el aborated by the team of the Slovak Agricultural University of

Nitra. This action has been a part of the international programme of G AHS
(A obally inportant |ngenious Agricultural Heritage Systens) formng

a basic study to a devel opnental project Conservation and Sustai nable Use

of Traditional Agroecosystens in the Carpathian Regions. This project wll
be impl emented in cooperation with the Carpathians region countries.
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138. Does your country exchange informati on and share experiences regarding
nati onal |egislation and other measures for the protection of the know edge,
i nnovati ons and practices of indigenous and | ocal communities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes, through the CHM

d) yes, with specific countries X

e) yes, available through other neans (please specify)

Further comments on exchange of informati on and shared experiences regarding
nati onal |egislation and ot her neasures

Cooperation with EU countri es.
Cooperation in terns of Working Partnership of Danubian Countri es.

139. Has your country supported the devel opnent of registers of traditiona
know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities, in
col | aboration with these comunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) devel opnent in progress X

d) register fully devel oped (pl ease provi de details)

Further information on the register of traditional know edge, innovations and
practices

Tradi ti onal know edge, innovations and practices in the agrofood branches
could be registered as defined by the Act No. 469/2003 on protected | abels
only for products and goods nmade of or using plants, animls and

m croorgani sns. These issues are oriented prevailingly on the socio-economc
devel opnent of small and nedi um enterprises. The inplenentation is hindered
by lack of relevant institutional capacities..

140. Have representatives of indigenous and |ocal comunity organi zations
participated in your official delegation to neetings held under the
Convention on Biol ogical Diversity?

a) not rel evant

b) no X

c) yes

141. I's your country assisting the Secretariat to fully utilize the clearing-
house mechani smto cooperate closely with indi genous and | ocal conmunities to
expl ore ways that enable themto make i nfornmed decisions concerning the

rel ease of their traditional know edge?

a) no X

b) awaiting further guidance from COP on how to proceed

c) yes
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Decision VI/10. Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions

142. Has your country devel oped met hodol ogi es to advance the integration of
traditional forest-related know edge i nto sustai nable forest nmanagenment ?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) yes, sonme nethodol ogi es avail abl e (pl ease provide
detail s)

e) not rel evant

Further comments on the devel opment of methodol ogi es

Speci al nmethodol ogy for integrating traditional forest-related know edge into
sust ai nabl e forest managenent has not been devel oped. However, traditiona
know edge know edge per se has been integrated , where appropriate, into
forest managemnent.

Sl ovaki a has el aborated Met hodol ogy for forest managenent planning and

| ong-term forest nmanagenent plans. Forests nanagenent plans are el aborated
for ten years.

Traditional patterns of regeneration of Scots pine including clear cutting
foll owed by a few years of cereals cultivation followed by reforestation
preserved in the sout hwesternnost Slovakia (Zahorie Low and).

143. I's your country pronoting activities to assenbl e managenent experiences
and scientific, indigenous and | ocal information at the national and | oca

| evel s, and di ssem nate research results and synt heses of reports on rel evant
traditi onal know edge of key forest biological issues?

a) no

b) yes X

144. Has your country nmde avail able the information regardi ng approaches to
t he managenent of marine and coastal |iving resources in relation to those
used by i ndi genous and | ocal comunities?

a) no X

b) yes, sone information avail abl e

c) yes, nmost of relevant information avail able

145. |'s your country inplenmenting the guidelines adopted by the Ransar
Convention for establishing and strengthening the participation of |ocal and
i ndi genous conmunities in the mnagenent of wetl ands?

a) no

b) sone gui del i nes being inpl enented and bei ng revi ewed

c) yes, sone parts of the guidelines being inplenmented X

d) yes, nost of the guidelines being inplenmented

Further comments on the inplenmentati on of guidelines adopted by the Ranmsar
Conventi on
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Local comm ttees are not established according to Ranmsar Convention

Gui del i nes, however, they are established in respect to other initiatives
such as bi osphere reserves, in the framework of NATURA 2000, etc. Such
committees as the case may be takes part al so i n managenent of wetl ands or
rel ated deci si on maki ng.

146. | s your country assisting |ocal and indi genous conmunities in the
transformati on of unsustainable agricultural practices by pronmpting
sust ai nabl e farm ng practices, exchanging infornmation and supporting their
capaci ty- buil di ng?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) relevant programres under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme neasures and activities undertaken (please X
speci fy)

e) yes, mmjor neasures and activities undertaken (please
speci fy)

Furt her comrents on assi stance provided to |ocal and indi genous conmunities
in the transformation of unsustainable agricultural practices

For instance: Rural Devel opnent Pl an

147. Has your country included any of the following itens in its nationa
report(s): a) status and trends of traditional know edge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and | ocal comunities; b) measures taken to
enhance the participation of indigenous and | ocal comunities in the
i npl enentati on of national work progranmes in each of the thematic areas; c)
capacity-buil ding neasures to facilitate the invol venment of indi genous and
| ocal communities and the application of the know edge they hold in the
managenment, conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity in each of the
thematic areas at the national and |ocal |evels?

a) no

b) under devel opnment X

c) sone included in national reports (please provide details)

c) fully incorporated into national reports (please provide
detail s)

Further comments on the items above included in national report

148. Has your country involved indi genous and | ocal conmunities in the
consul tative process of preparing the national report, particularly in
relation to the preparation of those sections dealing with Article 8(j),
rel ated provi sions and programe of work?

a) no (please specify the reasons) X

b) yes
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Further comments on the invol vement of indigenous and | ocal comunities in
the consultative process

Conmruni cati on network is being devel oped maiinly with respect to inplenmenting
NATURA 2000 network of the EU

149. Has your country subnitted information relevant to the conmposite report
of Phase | to the Secretariat?

a) no X

b) report preparation under way

c) yes, relevant information avail abl e through CHM

150. Has your country reviewed the draft guidelines for the conduct of
cultural, environnental and social inpact assessnents regardi ng devel opnents
proposed to take place on, or which are likely to inpact on, sacred sites and
on | ands and waters traditionally occupi ed or used by indi genous and | oca
conmunities, as contained in the Annex Il to Decision VI/10?

a) no X

b) revi ew under way

c) yes, review conpleted

151. Has your country identified ways to facilitate the appropriate
partici pati on and i nvol venent of i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in the
conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity?

a) no

b) yes, mechani sns bei ng devel oped X

c) yes, nmechani sns put in place (please specify)

Further comments on the identification of ways to facilitate the appropriate
partici pati on and i nvol venment of indigenous and | ocal comunities

In the frane of the research projects at the Slovak Agricultura
University of Nitra, certain activities for selected villages and

m croregi ons are included such as the preparation and inplenmentation of
devel opnent programres supporting conservation and sustai nabl e use of
agrobi odi versity oriented on soci o-econom c issues primarily of the small
and nedi um agri cul tural subjects.

152. Has your country included the traditional know edge, innovations and
practices as part of environnmental, social and cultural inpact assessnent
processes?

a) no

b) yes, traditional know edge consi dered and included in X
assessnent of some sectors

c) yes, traditional know edge consi dered and included in
assessnent of npbst sectors

d) not rel evant
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153. Has your country subnmitted to the Executive Secretary any information on

nati onal experiences, case studies, best practices and | essons concerni ng
partici patory mechani sms for indigenous and | ocal communities?
a) no X
b) yes
154. |'s your country supporting capacity building ainmed at the full and

i ndi genous and | ocal communities in the decision-
mai nt enance and utilization of

ef fective participation of
maki ng processes regardi ng the preservation

traditional know edge?
a) no
b) relevant capacity buil ding programmes and nechani snms X
under devel opnent
c) yes, sone capacity building programmes devel oped
d) yes, nmechanisns put in place (please provide further
detail s)
Further comments on the capacity building ained at the full and effective

communities in the decision naking
mai nt enance and utilization of

partici pati on of indigenous and | oca
processes regarding the preservation,
traditi onal know edge

In the last years many villages were engaged in the revitalization of

traditional know edge including on fo
nmeal s. These activities are supported

M nistry of Agriculture and Mnistry of Culture.

nunmber of involved NGOs is increasing,
preparatory and | ogistical work. Some
even on international basis.

k culture, artisanry and traditiona
mai nly by institutions under the

It is inportant that the
they are involved in the

of the activities have been done

155. I's your country supporting the devel opnent of communi cati on mechani sns
anong i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in response to their need for better
under st andi ng of the objectives of the Convention?

a) no X

b) mechani sns bei ng devel oped

c) yes, nmechanisms put in place (please provide further

detail s)

Further comments on comuni cati on nechani sns anong i ndi genous and | oca
conmuni ties
NO formal mechani sm devel oped, some effort to inprove awareness of |oca

comuni cations is made by the | ocal associations and NGGCs.

156. | s your country devel opi ng, inplenmenting and evaluating, in collaboration
wi th indigenous and | ocal comunities, strategies ained at pronpoting

awar eness and enhanci ng access to information on issues relating to Article
8(j) and rel ated provisions?

a) no

b) rel evant strategies under devel opnent
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c) yes, strategies in place and inplenmentati on begun

d) reports of inplenentation and eval uati on avail abl e

157. Has your country taken nmeasures to establish or inprove operational |inks
bet ween nati onal governnmental intellectual property bodies, national foca

poi nts and i ndi genous and | ocal communities in order to better coordinate and
institute measures to protect traditional know edge?

a) no
b) steps being taken X
c) yes, links established and nechani sms put in place

(pl ease provide details)

Further comments on neasures taken to establish or inprove operational |inks

Intellectual property rights are regulated but not fully in conformty
with the Bonn Guidelines and with the accepted |International agreenment on
pl ant genetic resources for food and agriculture. The issue is partly
covered by the Act. 468/ 2003 on protected food and goods | abels.

158. I s your country undertaking any pil ot projects which involve indi genous
and |l ocal communities in the evaluation of the effectiveness of existing
intellectual property rights regi mes, contractual nethods and new systens
bei ng devel oped as a neans to protect traditional know edge?

a) no X

b) projects under devel opnent

c) yes, projects being inplenented

d) yes, results of projects avail abl e (pl ease provide
detail s)

Further comments on pil ot projects undertaken

In the franme of FAO - G AHS programe the preparation of a pilot project
Conservation and sustai nabl e use of traditional agroecosystens in Carpathian
region is secured, with the aimto manage the Intellectual property rights

i ssues as well as to agree the nmethods and a new systens for protection of
traditional know edge utilisation.

159. |'s your country examining the feasibility of establishing nechanisns to
protect the traditional know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous
and | ocal communities?

a) no

b) assessnent under way X

c) yes, results of feasibility studies avail abl e (pl ease
provi de detail s)

d) not rel evant

Further comments on feasibility of establishing nmechani snms
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One of the first steps was the workshop hold in April 2004 aimed to the
application of the WAF RAPPAM net odol ogy (Rapi d Assessnment and Prioritization
of Protected Areas Managenent) in national parks of Slovakia. At this

wor kshop, opportunities were defined for cooperation with [ocal communities
and ways of hel ping them

Up to now in Slovakia only the natural ecosystens have been protected. There
is no locality or mcroregion protected by law as the traditiona
agroecosystemor as the locality where inportant original |land races (which
are often in high degree endangered by genetic erosion) occur

If a devel oped country Party -

160. Has your country provided any financial support to devel opi ng countries
and countries with economes in transition to enhance their national capacity
to establish and maintain the mechani sns to protect traditional know edge at
t he nati onal and | ocal |evels?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide detail ed information) X

Further comments on financial support provided to devel opi ng countries and
countries with economes in transition

At the Slovak agricultural university of Nitra, the FAO G AHS project is
formul ated hich cooperating institutions fromthe Czech Republic, Poland,
Ukr ai ne, Hungary and Romani a. The project is focused on conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of traditional agroecosystens in Carpathian region
Anyway, this project ains only on the protection and use of original

aut ocht honous pl ant species and originally occurring races of economc
ani mal speci es.

161. I's your country exchanging information with other countries and

i nternational organi zati ons about nati onal experiences in incorporating
customary |laws rel evant for the protection of traditional know edge in
nati onal | egislation?

a) no

b) yes X

162. Has your country submitted to the Executive Secretary case studies and
ot her informati on concerning any of the following itens: (i) the nature,

di versity and status under national |aws of customary |aws of indi genous and
| ocal communities; (ii) the devel opnment of strategies by indi genous and | oca
comunities to protect traditional know edge; (iii) the establishment of
operational |inks between national intellectual property authorities and

i ndi genous and | ocal conmunities; (iv) experiences in the inplenentation of
regi onal |y harnoni zed sui generis systenms; (v) the activities and conduct of
researchers and acadenmic institutions pertinent to the protection and
promoti on of traditional know edge?

a) none X
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b) sone

c) al

163. Does your country encourage the disclosure of the origin of rel evant
traditi onal know edge in applications for intellectual property rights where
t hey concern or make use of traditional know edge?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide further details)

Further information on how your country encourages the disclosure of the
origin of relevant traditional know edge in applications for |IPR

Lack of a proper solution of the intellectual property right issues in
Slovakia is evident in the case of Tokay vine varieties, as there are not
applied the principles of the Bonn Guidelines. These Tokay vine (grapes)
varieties are used in the ol dest agroecosystemon our territory for over
600 years, but without any relevant |egislative protection

164. Does your country take into account traditional know edge in the
exam nati on of patent application?

a) no

b) yes, relevant procedures or regulations being considered X

c) yes, relevant procedures or regulations in place (please
provi de further details)

d) not rel evant

Furt her comrents on consideration of traditional know edge in the exam nation
of patent application

Act No. 468/2003 on protected goods and food allows partly to patent the
traditional know edge as wel |l

165. Has your country submitted to the Executive Secretary rel evant

i nformati on on the feasibility of establishing appropriate dispute-settlenent
or arbitration procedures and nmechani sns where i ssues concerning the
protection, application and use of traditional know edge, innovation and
practices are involved?

a) no X

b) yes

166. Has your country assessed the inplication of the International Treaty on
Pl ant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture on the issues under Article
8(j) and rel ated provisions?

a) no

b) assessnent under way X

c) yes, assessnent conpleted (please provide an outline of
the results of the assessnent)

d) not rel evant




70

Further comments on the assessnent of the inplication of the Internationa
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture on the issues
under Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions

The Sl ovak Republic supports all inplenmentation work through the
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agricul ture.

167. Has your country assessed the potential inpacts of genetic use
restriction technol ogi es on indi genous and | ocal comrunities and Farners’
Ri ght s?

a) no X

b) assessnment under way

c) yes (please provide details about the assessnent)

Furt her coments on the assessnment of the potential inpacts of genetic use
restriction technol ogi es on indi genous and | ocal comrunities and Farners’
Ri ght s

Article 9 Ex situ conservation

168. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of
conponents of biol ogical diversity native to your country (9a)?

a) no measures

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the nmeasures adopted for the ex situ conservation of
conmponents of biodiversity native to your country
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Zool ogi cal and botanical gardens, arboreta and gene banks represent typica
ex-situ conservation facilities. Ex-situ conservation is ensured for severa
native species through the rescue breeding. Here the capacities of zool ogical
gardens are used only in a limted scale.

The Act No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Protection which is
harmoni zed with the EU Directive No. 99/22/EC on Breeding of WIld Animals in
Zool ogical Gardens sets up conditions for keeping wild animals and their
breeding in facilities defined by this directive.

Bot ani cal gardens participate in ex-situ conservation, e.g. in the
i mpl enentation of neasures provided for by the approved recovery prograns for
critically endangered and rare plant species. The gene banks for native plant
and animal species have not been established yet. The gene banks for the
conservation of genetic material of cultivated species and m croorgani sns
al ready exi st.

Nati onal program for conservation plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture on the years 2005-2009

EX situ conservation in forest sector::

Seed orchards and cl onal groves: Approximately 3,600 genotypes of 14 forest
tree speci es have been conserved and reproduced in 81 seed orchards. Two
clonal archives conserve 1250 genotypes of 4 forest tree species.

Generative reproductive plantations reproduci ng the gene pools of top-quality
forest stands of 6 forest tree species have been established on the area of
774 hectares during the past 30 years. Reproductive plantations of 4

coni ferous species contain nore than 5,000 open pollinated famlies.

Forest Seed Bank conprises 226 seedlots with the volume of 746 kg, which have
been collected either in endangered or exceptionally val uabl e popul ati ons of
5 forest tree species.

Field tests and experinments conserve 915 provenances, 351 famlies and 1 221
clones planted on 79 plots with the area of 113 ha.

Farm ani mal s:

Conservation of genetic diversity of Slovakian donestic aninmals includes both
in situ and ex situ protection. Living aninmals of certain traditional and
endangered breeds are supported with incentives to linmted extent. Simlarly,
genetic material (mainly senmen) of these breeds is conserved for long-term
pur poses. Monitoring of breed popul ations is undertaken and nati onal database
i s operated.

169. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of
conponents of biol ogical diversity originating outside your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone neasures in place (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive neasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the nmeasures adopted for the ex situ conservation of
conponents of biodiversity originating outside your country
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Nat i onal program for conservation plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture on the years 2005-2009

Ex-situ conservation is ensured for several species through the rescue
breeding, for instance in zoo gardens. Botanical gardens participate in ex-
situ conservation, e.g. in the inplenmentation of neasures provided for by the
approved recovery prograns for critically endangered and rare plant species.

170. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in
active collaboration with organizations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no X

b) yes

171. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ
conservation of and research on plants, aninmals and mi cro-organi sns that
represent genetic resources native to your country (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

172. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ
conservation of and research on plants, animls and m cro-organi sns that
represent genetic resources originating el sewhere (9b)?

a) no facilities established yet

b) relevant facilities being established

c) yes, sone facilities established and mai nt ai ned X

d) yes, many facilities established and mai nt ai ned

173. I f the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in
active coll aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no facilities established yet

b) relevant facilities being established

c) yes, sone facilities established and mai nt ai ned X

d) yes, many facilities established and mai nt ai ned

174. Has your country adopted nmeasures for the reintroduction of threatened
species into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions (9c)?

a) no measures

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

175. Has your country taken nmeasures to regul ate and manage the coll ection of
bi ol ogi cal resources from natural habitats for ex situ conservation purposes
so as not to threaten ecosystens and in situ popul ati ons of species (9d)?

a) no measures
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b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details)

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details) X

Further information on the nmeasures to regul ate and manage the coll ection of
bi ol ogi cal resources from natural habitats for ex situ conservation purposes
so as not to threaten ecosystens and in situ popul ati ons of species

Act No. 543/2002 Coll. of June 25, 2002 on Nature and Landscape Protection
Notice No. 24/2003 for Act No. 543/2002
Act on Nature and Landscape Conservati on

Nat i onal progranme for conservation of plant genetic resources for
agriculture and food

If a devel oped country Party -

176. Has your country cooperated in providing financial and other support for
ex situ conservation and in the establishnent and mai ntenance of ex situ
conservation facilities in devel oping countries (9e)?

a) no X

b) yes

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition-

177. Has your country received financial or other support for ex situ
conservation and in the establishnment and mai nt enance of ex situ conservation
facilities (9e)?

a) no X

b) yes

VI/9. dobal Strategy for Plant Conservation

178. Has your country reviewed the G obal Strategy for Plant Conservation as
annexed to Decision VI/9?

a) no

b) revi ew under way

c) yes, review conpleted X

179. Has your country devel oped national targets for inplenmenting the d oba
Strategy for Plant Conservation?

a) no

b) potential targets being identified

c) relevant targets under devel opnent

d) yes, relevant targets devel oped (pl ease provide details) X

Further information on the targets devel oped for inplenmenting the G oba
Strategy for Plant Conservation

Some targets included into National Programme for the Conservation of Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, adopted in 2005.
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180. Has your country incorporated the targets identified in the d oba
Strategy for Plant Conservation into rel evant national plans, programes and
initiatives, including NBSAPs?

a) no

b) rel evant targets being revi ewed and consi dered

c) sone targets incorporated in sone plans and progranmes X
(pl ease provide details)

d) nobst targets incorporated in mgjor plans and programes
(pl ease provide details)

Further information on incorporation of targets in the G obal Strategy for
Pl ant Conservation in national plans, programes and initiatives.

Sonme targets included into National Programre for the Conservation of Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, adopted in 2005.

181. Has your country devel oped a nonitoring systemin order to assess the
status and trends of, and threats to plant conservati on and assess the
progress in halting the |oss of plant diversity?

a) no

b) rel evant system under devel opnent X

c) sone programes in place (please provide details)

d) major programmes in place (please provide details)

Further comments on the nmonitoring system including devel opnment of sub-
targets, baseline data and indicators

Forestry: National forest inventory based on fixed sanple plots |launched in
2004. Criteria and indicators of sustainable forest managenent devel oped in
2004.

182. Has your country identified nain constraints to the inplenentation of
nati onal activities in contribution to the G obal Strategy for Plant
Conservation?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) sone constraints identified (please provide details)

d) nost constraints identified (please provide details)

Fut her comrents on nmmin constraints, taking into consideration six programe
el enents: a) understandi ng and docunenting plant diversity (Targets 1-3); b)
conserving plant diversity (Targets 4-10); c) using plant diversity
sust ai nabl e (Targets 12-13); d) pronpoting educati on and awar eness about pl ant
diversity (Target 14); e) building capacity for the conservation of plant

di versity (Targets 15-16).

183. |'s your country col |l aborating with nei ghbouring countries in inplenenting
the d obal Strategy for Plant Conservation?

a) no

b) under consideration
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c) sone coll aborative progranmes under devel opnent

d) coll aborative programes included in existing X
cooperation frameworks (please provide details)

Further information on bilateral or regional cooperation

Bil ateral project with Czech Republic, Hungary and Sl ovenia for the
conservation and collecting m ssions, exchange of PGR

Mappi ng and col | ection of indigenous flora in the West Carpathians and
t her nophyts of Czech Republic, Ing. Pavol Hauptvogel, PhD., RI PP Piestany,
Ing. V. Holubec, CSc., RIPP Praha-Ruzyne Czech Republic

Reaearsch, utilisation and conservation diversity untraditional plant genetic
resources in Slovak and Czech Republic. Ing. P. Hauptvogel, PhD., RIPP
Pi estany, Ing. J. Pelikan CSc., VUP spol. s.r.o. Troubsko, Czech republic

Mappi ng and coll ection genetic diversity of plant genetic resources in the
West Carpat hians and Great Hungarian Plain (Ing. P. Hauptvogel, PhD., RIPP
Piestany, Dr. L. Holly, Institute for Agrobotany, Hungary.

Col l ecting , characterization and utilization genetic resources of field
crops in Slovenia and Sl ovakian, Ing. P. Hauptvogel, PhD., RI PP Piestany, Dr.
V. Meglic, Knetijsky Institut Slovenija Ljubljana, Slovenia.

If a devel oped country-

184. Has your country provi ded adequate and tinely support to devel opi ng
countries and countries with econonmies in transition to the inplenentation of
the G obal Strategy for Plant Conservation?

a) no

b) under consideration X

c) sone coll aborative progranmes under devel opment

d) coll aborative programes included in existing
cooperation franmeworks

Pl ease |ist below constraints or inpedinents encountered by your
country in the inplenentation of this article and associ ated deci si ons.

Lack of support by the governmental institutions, shortage of finances
for rel evant projects and programmes.

Article 10 Sustai nable use of conponents of biological diversity

185. Has your country integrated consideration of the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical resources into national decision-nmking (10a)?

a) no

b) steps being taken

c) yes, in sone rel evant sectors (please provide details) X

d) yes, in nost relevant sectors (please provide details)

Further information on integrating consideration of conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical resources into national decision-making
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- Conservation of forest genetic resources and rules for the production and
use of forest reproductive materils

The preserved plant genetic resources are used mainly by the breeding
stations and institutions.

186. Has your country adopted neasures relating to the use of biologica
resources that avoid or mnimze adverse inpacts on biol ogical diversity
(10b) ?

a) no neasures adopted yet

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details) X
d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the neasures adopted relating to the use of biologica
resources that avoid or mnimze adverse inpacts on biol ogical diversity

Forestry:
- legally fixed categorisation of forests into the productive, protective
and peci el - purpose ones,
- compul sory forest managenent planning and preference to the shelterwood
regeneration systens,

- legally fixed rules on forest regeneration limting the transfer of non-
aut ocht honous forest reproductive material s.

187. Has your country put in place neasures that protect and encourage
customary use of biological resources that is conpatible with conservation or
sust ai nabl e use requirenents (10c)?

a) no nmeasures in place yet X
b) potential neasures under review
c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details)
d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)
Further information on the nmeasures that protect and encourage customary use

of bi ol ogi cal resources that is conpatible with conservati on or sustainable
use requirenents
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188. Has your country put in place neasures that help | ocal popul ations
devel op and i npl ement renedi al action in degraded areas where bi ol ogi ca
di versity has been reduced (10d)?

a) no nmeasures in place yet

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the neasures that help | ocal popul ati ons devel op and
i npl ement remedi al action in degraded areas where biodiversity has been
reduced

Projects ainmed to revitalization of degraded areas in cooperation with |oca
peopl e.

Forestry: Projects of Forest Restoration in areas damaged by air pollution
and natural disasters have been eligible for support fromthe EU structura
funds as well as national funds.

Preservation of the original |andraces endangered by genetic erosion is
secured in cooperation with the |Iocal population and | ocal institutions
(usually in the frame of research and devel opmental projects).

189. Does your country actively encourage cooperati on between gover nment
authorities and the private sector in devel opi ng nethods for sustainable use
of biological diversity (10e)?

a) no

b) relevant incentives under devel opnment X

c) sone incentives or policies in place

d) conprehensive incentives or policies in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

Deci sions |1V/15. Relationship of the Convention with the Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment and bi odi versity-rel ated conventions

190. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on tourism and
its inpacts on biological diversity, and efforts to effectively plan and
manage tourisnf

a) no X

b) yes, previous national reports (please specify first or
second national report or both)

c) yes, case studies

d) yes, other neans (please give details)

Further comments on tourism and bi ol ogi cal diversity
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191. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on
bi odi versity-rel ated activities of the CSD (such as SIDS, oceans, seas and
freshwater resources, consunption and production patterns)?

a) no X

b) yes, previous national reports (please specify first or
second national report or both)

c) yes, correspondence

d) yes, other neans (please give details)

Further comments on subm ssion of information on biodiversity-rel ated
activities of the CSD

Deci sion V/24. Sustainable use as a cross-cutting issue

192. Has your country identified indicators and incentive neasures for sectors
rel evant to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity?

a) no indicators, incentive neasures identified yet

b) assessnent of potential indicators under way X

c) indicators identified (please describe)

Further comments on the identification of indicators and incentive neasures
for sectors

National Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable Forest Managenent devel oped
in 2004.

Criteria and Indicators for assessing conservation status of habitats and
speci es of European inportance

193. Has your country inpl enented sustai nabl e use practices, programres and
policies for the sustainable use of biological diversity, especially in
pursuit of poverty alleviation?

a) no X

b) potential practices, programmes and policies under
revi ew

c) yes, sone policies and programmes in place (please
provi de details)

d) yes, conprehensive policies and programmes in place
(pl ease provide details)

Further information on sustainabl e use programes and policies
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194. Has your country devel oped or explored nechanisns to involve the private
sector in initiatives on the sustainable use of biodiversity?

a) no

b) mechani sns under devel opnent X

c) nechanisns in place (please describe)

Further comments on the devel opment of mechanisnms to involve the private
sector in initiatives on the sustainable use of biodiversity

Di scussions with owners of the land in the franmne NATURA 2000.

195. Has your country identified areas for conservation that woul d benefit
t hrough the sustainable use of biological diversity and conmmuni cated this
informati on to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

196. Has your country devel oped or explored nechanisns to involve indi genous
and local comrunities in initiatives on the sustainable use of biologica
resources and mechani snms to ensure that indigenous and | ocal conmunities
benefit from such sustai nabl e uses?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment X

d) yes, nmechanisns in place (please provide details)

Further information on the mechanisnms to involve indigenous and | oca
comrunities in the sustainable use of biological resources

e.g. Participation of the stakeholders and |ocal conmunities in the forest
managenent pl anni ng.

Deci sion V/25. Biological diversity and tourism

197. Has your country based its policies, programmes and activities in the
field of sustainable tourismon an assessnment of the inter-Iinkages between
touri sm and bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no X

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent

198. Has your country subnitted case studies on tourismas an exanple of the
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes
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199. Has your country established mechani snms to assess, nonitor and neasure
t he i npact of tourismon biodiversity?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) yes, nmechanisns in place (please specify)

e) existing nmechani sns under review

Furt her comments on the establishment of nechanisns to assess, nonitor and
measure the i npact of tourism on biodiversity

Devel opnent of tourismsector in the Slovakia is rapidly growm and supported
by national and regional authorities. It is also supported by resources and
programs of European Union but is targeted to the maxi mal comercial benefit
and profit incl. solution of social situation in the regions where are any

ot her industrial or comrercial possibilities. It is very conplicated and

hi ndered due to political aspects of this question to reach a bal ance between
tourisminterests and biodiversity protection; there is a |ow involving of
responsi bl e deci sion nakers to prefer biodiversity in spite to the politica
sol ution of social state (f.e. enploynent, |ocal economc profit) within
concrete territory incl. sensitive to biodiversity.

The EIA is in place but not efficient enough.

200. Has your country established nechanisns for the participation of
i ndi genous and | ocal conmmunities in the devel opment and nmanagenent of tourism
activities?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) yes, nmechanisns in place (please specify)

e) existing nmechani sns under review

Further comments on the establishnment of mechani snms for the participation of
i ndi genous and | ocal conmmunities in the devel opment and nmanagenent of tourism
activities

Only sone local comrunities (village, rural comunity) are invited to the
devel opnent of tourism only nature conservation rules (the level of nature
protection and degree of conservation by law) are on the place and put limts
to the devel opnent. See and add descri bed above.

201. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and
tourismin support of the International Coral Reef Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes

202. Has your country established enabling policies and | egal frameworks to
conpl enent voluntary efforts for the effective inplenentati on of sustainabl e
t ouri snP

a) no X

b) to a linmted extent
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c) to a significant extent (please describe)

Further comments on the establishment of enabling policies and | ega
framewor ks to conpl ement voluntary efforts for the effective inplenmentation
of sustainable tourism

203. Has your country provi ded educational and training programes to the
touri smoperators so as to increase their awareness of the inpacts of tourism
on biodiversity and upgrade the technical capacity at the local |evel to
mnimze the inpacts?

a) no X

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent

c) yes, relevant programmes in place (please describe)

Further comments on educati onal and training programres provided to tourism
operators

Generally not, but there are some initiatives run by |ocal and non-
governnmental organisations related to education and trainings on sustainable
touri sm managenent (sustainable, environnental friendly, testing CBD

Cui del i nes on Tourismand other) and sonme project or events on alternative
touri sm devel opnent.

E.g., NGO Anber Trail with the cooperation of ETE Gernmany included sone

muni ci palities and | ocal persons into an effort to built-up sustainable
touri st agency using local disponibilities and attractions. NGO Sosna in
cooperation with municipalities nmanages a |ong-term project on the inproving
of tourismcapacities in the local villages in the poor region of South-East
Sl ovaki a.

Deci sion VI/13. Sustai nabl e use

204. Has your country subnmitted to the Executive Secretary case studies on the
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity?

a) no X

b) yes
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Article 11 Incentive nmeasures

205. Has your country established progranmes to identify and adopt
econoni cally and socially sound neasures that act as incentives for the
conservati on and sustai nabl e use of components of biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) progranmes in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

206. Do these incentives and the programes above cover the full range of
sectoral activities?

a) no X

b) sone sectors

c) all major sectors

d) all sectors

Decision |I11/18. Incentive neasures

207. Has your country reviewed | egislation and econonic policies to identify
and pronote incentives for the conservati on and sust ai nabl e use of conponents
of bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) reviews in progress X

c) sone reviews conplete

d) conprehensive revi ews nmade

208. Has your country ensured the devel opnent of mechani snms or approaches to
ensure adequate incorporation of both market and non- mar ket val ues of

bi ol ogi cal diversity into plans, policies and programes and ot her rel evant
areas, inter alia, national accounting systens and investnent strategies?

a) no X

b) early stages of identifying nmechani snms

c) advanced stages of identifying nmechani snms

d) nechani sns in pl ace

e) review of inpact of mechani snms avail abl e

209. Has your country devel oped trai ning and capacity-buil di ng progranmes to
i npl ement i ncentive measures and pronote private-sector initiatives?

a) no programres devel oped yet

b) programre under devel opnent

c) sonme programres in place X

d) many programres in place
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210. Has your country incorporated biological diversity considerations into
i npact assessnents as a step in the design and inpl ementation of incentive

measur es?

a) no

X

b) yes

211. Has your country shared experience on incentive neasures wth other
Parties, including nmaking rel evant case studies available to the Secretariat?

a) no

X

b) yes, through previous national reports (please specify
first or second national report or both)

c) yes, through case studies

d) yes, through other nmeans (please give details)

Furt her comrents on shared experiences on incentive neasures

Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplenmenting the Convention [part]

212. I's your country actively designing and inplenmenting incentive neasures?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) measures in place (please provide details)

e) review of inplenmentation avail abl e (pl ease provide
detail s)

Further information on incentive measures designed and i npl enent ed

Vari ous sectoral |aws provides for incentives addressing specifi
and objectives, for instance

C purposes

§ 60 of the Act of The Act No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape

Protection provides for Financial Contribution to the owner

or manager

of the land for mamintaining or restoring species and natural habitats

at a favourable conservation status. Financial Contribution

s provided

prior to inplementing required nmanagenment neasures, and on the basis of
the Agreenent between the owner and the conpetent nature conservation

body or authorised nature conservation agency.

8§ 61 of the Act No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape

Prot ecti on

provi des for conpensation for restrictions on conmmon use of |[|and.

Procedure is outlined in the Decree of the Governnent

of SR No.

184/ 2003 Coll. on the Method of Calculation and Conpensation of the
Property Loss Resulting from the Restriction of Common Cultivation
(Use) at Land that is not a State Property. Conpensation can only be

claimed by non-state stakeholders, who are owners of the
within 3 years period from either the date of approva
Forest Managenent Plan (in case of forest |ands) or the 1%

| and and
of anended
day of the

year following after the year for which the claimis to be be subnmtted
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( in case of agricultural [|and).

Compensation of danages/ injuries caused by protected aninmal species
(88 97-102 of the Act No.543/2002) is also possible but it is used not
very often because of difficult proving process.

The Act No. 100/ 1977 Col . on Forestry and State Forestry
Adm nistration sets up several incentive instruments for t he
sustainable forestry. Wthin last ten years the value of given
i ncentives drop down to one tenth. The Act No. 217/2004 Coll. on Forest
Reproductive Material gives a possibility of incentives for the
conservation and sustainable use of forest reproductive resources. In
2004 this incentive was not given.

The Act No. 215/2003 Coll. on the Conservation of Cenetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture introduces a commitnent to contribute to the
conservation of genetic resources but this provision applies only for
agriculture.

Since the entrance of SR into the EU financial support is available through
EU Structural Funds (such as European Rural Devel opnent Fund) on the basis of
sectoral operational plans.7

For nature conservation activities the support is also provided under neasure
“Conservation and Restoration of Natural Environnment”. Eligible areas of
support are

nature conservation infrastructure , and

devel opnent and i npl enentation of managenent plans for protected areas.

Total allocation for the period 2004 - 2006 ampunts to 7,626 thousand EUR (
of that — 5,720 thousand EUR is from Structural Funds)

Measure 5. “Agroenvironnent and Animal Living Conditions” of the Agriculture
and Rural Developnent Plan is a key neasure for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity.

O her EU schenes, nost particularly LIFE and |NTERREG can be accessed for
support as well.

213. Has your country identified threats to biol ogi cal diversity and
under |l yi ng causes of biodiversity |loss, including the relevant actors, as a
stage in designing incentive neasures?

a) no

b) sone threats identified (please provide details) X

c) many threats identified (please provide details)

d) neasures designed based on the reviews (please provide
detail s)

e) review of inplenentation avail abl e (pl ease provide

(1) 7 SCP Agriculture and Rural Devel opment (agro-environnental neasures), SOP
Basic Infrastructure
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det ai | s)

Further information on incentive nmeasures designed to address threats to
bi odi versity and underlying causes of biodiversity |oss

Expl oitation of natural resources, natural disasters, non-nonitored tourism

During the preparation for the EU s Natura 2000 in Slovakia, threats to the
ecosystens of European significance have been identified for consideration in
the designs of incentive measures and/or inplenmentati on progranmmes.

214. Do the existing incentive neasures take account of econom c, soci al
cultural and ethical valuation of biological diversity?
a) no
b) yes, limted extent X
c) yes, significant extent

215. Has your

country devel oped | ega

and policy frameworks for

t he design and

i mpl enent ati on of

i ncentive neasures?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

advanced stages of devel opnent

c)

d) frameworks in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

216. Does your country carry out consultative processes to define clear
target-oriented incentive nmeasures to address the underlyi ng causes of
bi odi versity | 0ss?

a) no X
b) consultative processes being devel oped
c) consultative processes devel oped but not inplenented
d) processes in place
217. Has your country identified and considered neutralizing perverse
i ncentives?
a) no X
b) identification of programme under way
c) identified but not all neutralized (please provide
detail s)
d) identified and neutralized (pl ease provide details)
Further information on perverse incentives identified and/or neutralized
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Deci sion V/15. |Incentive nmeasures

218. Has your country reviewed the incentive neasures pronoted through the
Kyoto Protocol to the UN Franewor k Convention on Climate Change?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide further details) X

Further information on the review of the incentive neasures pronoted through
the Kyoto Protoco

219. Has your country expl ored possible ways and nmeans by which these
i ncentive measures can support the objectives of the Convention on Biol ogi ca
Diversity in your country?

a) no

b) ways and neans being identified X

c) yes, sone ways and neans identified (please provide
detail s)

d) yes, a conprehensive set of ways and neans identified
(pl ease provi de details)

Further information on the ways and neans through which the incentive
nmeasures can support the objectives of the Convention

Deci sion VI/15. |Incentive Measures

220. I's your country taking into consideration proposals for the design and
i mpl enentation of incentive neasures in Annex | to this decision when

desi gning and i npl ementi ng i ncentive nmeasures for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide details) X

Further information on the proposal s consi dered when desi gni ng and
i mpl enenting the incentive measures for the conservati on and sustai nabl e use
of biodiversity

Identification and nonitoring of biotops and habitats in the frame of NATURA
2000. Cbservation of the occurrence and mappi ng of the threatened species.

221. Has your country subnitted to the Executive Secretary case studies,
| essons | earned and other relevant infornmation on incentive nmeasures?

a) no X

b) yes

222. Has your country provided financial support for the progranme of work on
i ncentive neasures?

a) no X
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b) fi nanci al

support progranmme under devel opnent

c) vyes,

to alimted extent

d) yes,

to a significant extent

Article 12 Research and training

223. Has your
education and training in neasures for
sust ai nabl e use of bi ol ogi ca

country established progranmes for scientific and technica
the identification, conservation and
diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a) no
b) early stages of devel opnent
c) advanced stages of devel opnent X
d) progranmes in place (please provide details)
Further information on the programmes for scientific and technical education

and training the measures for identification, conservation and sustai nabl e

use of biodiversity

Forestry: Courses in botany, zool ogy, forest
surveyi ng, mappi ng, managenent pl anning,
the forestry curricula at the secondary professiona
forestry faculty of the university.

Agrobi odi versity: At the Slovak Agricultural university of Nitra are

i ntroduced courses on Biodiversity protection — such as Pl ant

geneti cresources conservation, |nvasive plant species, Nature and | and
protection, Land revitalisation, Botanical gardens and arboreta. In the franme
of lifelong education different target groups are trained on the above

menti oned t opi cs.

phyt osoci ol ogy, forest
silviculture are conpul sory parts of
schools and at the

224. Has your country provided support to other Parties for education and
training in nmeasures for the identification, conservation and sustai nabl e use
of biological diversity and its conmponents (12a)?

a) no

b) yes

X

225. Does your
conservati on and sust ai nabl e use of biol ogica

di versity (12b)?

country pronote and encourage research which contributes to the

a) no
b) yes, limted extent (please provide details) X
c) yes, significant extent (please provide details)

Further information the research which contributes to the conservati on and

sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity
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Forestry: *Inprovenent of Forest Inventory, *Research of the Effects of

Cli mat e Change on Biodiversity and * of Forest Genetic Resources
(facultatively).

Agrobi odi verzity: Research projects are oriented on nonitoring, inventory,
propagati on, evaluation, recording, catal oguing, preservation and use of

pl ant genetic resources of cultural, |ess known, negl ected and unusual plant
speci es.

226. Does your country pronote and cooperate in the use of scientific advances
in biological diversity research in devel opi ng nethods for conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal resources (12c)?

a) no

b) yes, limted extent (please provide details) X

c) yes, significant extent (please provide details)

Further information on the use of scientific advances in biodiversity
research in devel opi ng nmet hods for conservati on and sust ai nabl e use of
bi odi versity

Cooperati on between research and scientific institutions.

If a devel oped country Party -

227. Does your country’s inplenentation of the above activities take into
account the special needs of devel oping countries?

a) no

b) yes, where rel evant X




89

Article 13 Public educati on and awar eness

228. Does your country pronote and encourage understandi ng of the inportance
of, and the nmeasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a)
t hrough the inclusion of this topic in education programes?

a) no

b) yes, linmted extent X

c) yes, significant extent

Deci sion |V/10. Measures for inplementing the Convention [part]

229. Has your country allocated appropriate resources for the strategic use of
education and communi cation instruments at each phase of policy fornul ation
i npl ement ati on and eval uati on?

a) no resources allocated

b) limted resources allocated X

c) adequate resources allocated

230. Does your country support initiatives by major groups that foster
st akehol der participation and that integrate biological diversity
conservation matters in their practice and educati on programmes?

a) no

b) yes X

231. Has your country integrated biodiversity concerns into education
strategi es?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) yes (please provide further details)

Further information on integrating biodiversity concerns into education
strategi es

232. Has your country nmde avail abl e any case studies on public education and
awar eness and public participation, or sought to share experiences in this
field?

a) no

b) yes X

233. Has your country illustrated and transl ated the provisions of the
Convention into any |ocal |anguages to pronpte public educati on and awareness
rai sing of relevant sectors?

a) not rel evant

b) still to be done

c) under devel opnent
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d) yes X
234. |s your country supporting |local, national, sub-regional and regiona
educati on and awar eness progranmes?

a) no

b) yes, limted extent (please provide details) X

c) yes, significant extent (please provide details)

Further information on the support provided to |ocal, national, subregiona
and regi onal education programes
Admi ni strative units (Adm nistrations of National Parks, Protected Landscape

Areas and Regional Ofices for Nature and Landscape Conservation) of the
organi zation — the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic support
envi ronnental education ained to biological diversity on the |ocal, regiona
| evel through the Regional Plan for Public and School s.

If a devel oping country Party or

235. Has your
nmeasures for

Party with econony in transition -

country requested GEF funding for the projects that pronote
i npl enenting Article 13 of the Convention?

a) no X

b) yes

Deci sion V/17. Education and public awareness

236. Does your country support capacity-building for education and
comuni cation in biological diversity as part of the national biodiversity
strategy and action plans?

a) no

b) limted support

c) yes (please give details)

Furt her

comuni cation as part of the nationa

pl ans

comments on support for

capaci ty-buil ding for
bi odi versity str

educati on and
ategi es and action

Universities are in charge of providing the education on rura

programme on all levels and in al

econom ¢ branches.

devel opnent
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VI/19. Comuni cation, education and public awareness

237. Has your country reviewed the G obal Initiative on Conmmuni cation
Educati on and Public Awareness (CEPA)?

a) no X

b) revi ew under way

c) yes

238. Has your country devel oped an el ectronic portal for CEPA?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on el ectronic portal for CEPA

239. If the answer to the above question was yes, has your country |inked the
CEPA el ectronic portal to the clearing-house nechani smof the Convention and
ot her environnmental education networks/websites of UN organizations, | GOs,
NGOs, universities, etc.?

a) no

b) yes

240. What type(s) of dissenination nmechani sms does your country use to
conmuni cat e bi odi versity informtion?

a) not applicable (no dissem nation nechani sns are used)

b) fliers, brochures, panphlets, textbooks and other X
printed matters

c) television, docunentaries, videos

d) electronic (e.g. Internet, e-mail)

e) radio X

f) theatre/dance/ nusic

g) others (please specify) X

Furt her comments on di ssem nati on mechani sns

There was established the Slovak Platformfor biodiversity -
http://ww. uke. sav. sk/ bi opl at f or M domace. ht m

Wthin area of Slovak National Parks and Protected Landscape Areasb there are
established educational trails with information panels, informational centres
for turists and public. There is also the School of Natural Protection in
Varin as a part of Mal4 Fatra National Park Administration. Its job is
education of pupils, public and traing of professional staff.

Based on researcg projects there are devel oped and created nmany specialized
dat abases, information systens — used as neans of |CT for recording and
eval uati on of plant genetic resources.
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241. Does your country cel ebrate the International Day for Biol ogica
Diversity on 22 May each year?

a) no (please specify reasons)

b) yes (pl ease provide a brief account of the activities X
undert aken on this occasi on)

Further comments on Internati onal Day for Biological Diversity

Only occasional technical events, such as workshops and or articles in
newspapers.

242. Has your country created a registry of educati on and comuni cati ons
experts?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

c) under devel opnent X

Further comments on registry of education and communi cati ons experts

243. Has your country established partnerships with nmedi a organi zati ons
engaged in publicizing biodiversity-related i ssues?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide sone exanples in this regard)

Further information on the partnerships established with nedia organi zations

244. Does your country encourage the devel opnent of expertise in the
comruni cati on, education and public awareness raising of biodiversity by
provi di ng schol arships to qualified candi dates?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Furt her comrents on the encouragenent of the devel opnent of expertise




93

245. Has your country conducted wor kshops or training semnars in regard to
i ssues related to the inplementati on of the work programre for the G oba
Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes

246. Has your country devel oped di stance-|earning programmes to facilitate the
i npl enment ati on of the G obal Initiative?

a) no (please specify reasons) X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on di stance-| earni ng progranmes

247. Has your country coll ected and exchanged know edge and experience rel ated
to the communi cati on and public awareness of biodiversity, at the regiona
and international |evels?

a) no

b) yes (provide details) X

Furt her comrents on the collection and exchange of knowl edge and experience
at the regional and international |evels

The State Nature Conservancy of the Sl ovak Republic devel oped the project:
Communi cation in nature conservancy in cooperation with UCN in the period
1998 — 2003 ainmed to inprovenent of public awareness of wi se use of nature
resources and restoration of depredated areas.

248. Does your country prompte the communi cation, education and public
awar eness of biodiversity at the comunity | evel ?

a) no

b) yes (provide details) X

Further information on the efforts to pronbte the communi cati on, education
and public awareness of biodiversity at the community |eve

Through neetings with stakehol ders wi thin NATURA 2000. Professional staff of
Sl ovak protected areas works with | ocal communities.

249. Has your country identified synergi es anong vari ous networks within your
country that deal with issues related to the conmunication, education and
publ i c awareness raising of biodiversity?

a) no X

b) yes (provide details)

Further comments on identification of synergies
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250. Does your country pronmote twi nning progranmes, student and professiona
exchange programes, at the national, regional and international |evels?

a) no

b) yes (provide details) X

Further comments on the pronoti on of tw nning programes, student and
pr of essi onal exchange programres, at the national, regional and internationa
| evel s

State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic pronoted professiona
exchange programe with the EUROPARC Federation within protected areas in
Eur ope. Sone exchange programmes exi st between Sl ovaki an and Hungari an,
Pol and and Czech protected areas in cross-border areas within joint
cooperation.

251. What type of awareness programes has your country devel oped for
chi l dren?

a) conponent within el ectronic porta

b) mass nedi a

c) curriculunms and after-school programes

d) other (please specify)

Further comments on awar eness progranmes devel oped for children

Vari ous conpetitions, exhibitions, senminars at schools, excursions in
protected areas, quizes.

252. \What sectors does your national biodiversity strategy and action plan
target as relates to the inplenmentation of Article 13?

a) Not applicable (NBSAP not yet conpl et ed)

b) Gover nnent X
c) NGO X
d) Educati on X
e) Media

f) | ndi genous

g) Busi ness

h) Industry (Agriculture, Fisheries, Forests, Tourism
etc.)

i) Oher (please specify)

Further comments on sectors
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Article 14 | npact assessment and minim zing adverse impacts

253. Has your country devel oped | egislation requiring an environmental i npact
assessnment of proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biol ogi ca
di versity (14 (la))~?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) legislation in place (please provide details) X

e) review of inplenentation avail able (pl ease provide
detail s)

Further information on the |egislation requiring EIA of proposed projects
likely to have adverse effects on biodiversity

Projects with likely adverse effects on biodiversity nust be assessed
according to EIA | egislation.

254. Do such environmental inpact assessnent procedures in your nationa
| egislation allow for public participation (14(1a))?

a) no
b) yes, limted extent
c) yes, significant extent X

255. Has your country devel oped nmechani snms to ensure that the environnental
consequences of national programmes and policies that are likely to have
signi ficant adverse inpacts on biol ogical diversity are duly taken into
account (14(1b))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) yes, nmechanisns in place X

256. I's your country involved in bilateral, regional and/or nultilatera
di scussion on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity
out si de your country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no
b) yes, limted extent
c) yes, significant extent X

257. I's your country inplenmenting bilateral, regional and/or nultilatera
agreenents on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity
out si de your country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no

b) no, assessnent of options in progress

c) sone conpleted, others in progress (please provide
detail s)

d) yes (please provide details) X
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Further information on the bilateral, regional and/or multilateral agreenents
on activities likely to significantly affect biodiversity outside your
country’s jurisdiction

Sl ovakia ratified the Espoo Convention. Bilateral, regional and/or
multilateral agreenents on activitie likely to significant affect

bi odi versity outside Slovakia s jurisdiction are solved in the 3rd part of
the Act No. 127/1994 opn Environnental |npact Assessnent.

258. Has your country established nmechanisns to notify other States of cases
of imm nent or grave danger or damage to bi ol ogical diversity originating in
your country and potentially affecting those States (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) nechanisns in place X

e) no need identified

259. Has your country put mechanisns in place to prevent or ninim ze danger or
danmage originating in your State to biological diversity in other States or
in areas beyond the limts of national jurisdiction (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) yes, a nmechanismin place based on current scientific
know edge

e) no need identified

260. Has your country established national mechani sms for energency response
to activities or events which present a grave and i mm nent danger to
bi ol ogi cal diversity (14(1e))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) nechanisns in place (please provide details) X

Further information on national mechanisms for emergency response to the
activities or events which present a grave and i mm nent danger to
bi odi versity

One of the nmechanisns is an organization, the Slovak Environmental |nspection
— the controle body od the Mnistry of Environnent.

Al so | PPC and SEVESO are took into consideration in our |egislation — the Act
NO. 245/2003 on integrate prevention and control of pollution

261. Has your country encouraged international cooperation to establish joint
conti ngency plans for emergency responses to activities or events which
present a grave and inm nent danger to biol ogical diversity (14(1le))?

a) no

b) yes X
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c) no need identified

262. |s your country a participant in any international or regional agreenments
applicable to liability and redress for damage to biol ogical diversity?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease specify the agreenents)

Further comments on the international or regional agreenents your country has
partici pated applicable to liability and redress for damage to bi ol ogi ca
di versity

Decision |V/10. Measures for inplenmenting the Convention [part]

263. Has your country exchanged with other Parties infornmation and experience
relating to environnental inpact assessnment and resulting mtigating nmeasures
and incentive schemes?

a) no

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties X

d) information avail abl e through nati onal CHM

264. Has your country exchanged with other Parties informati on on nmeasures and
agreenents on liability and redress applicable to damage to bi ol ogi ca
di versity?

a) no X

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties

d) information provided through national CHM

Deci sion V/18. Inpact assessment, liability and redress

265. Has your country integrated environnmental inpact assessnent into
programes on thematic areas and on alien species and tourisnf

a) no

b) partly integrated X

c) fully integrated

266. Wen carrying out environmental inpact assessnents, does your country
address | oss of biological diversity and the interrel ated soci o- econom c,
cul tural and human- health aspects relevant to biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) partly

c) fully X

267. When devel opi ng new | egi sl ati ve and regul atory franmeworks, does your
country have in place nechanisns to ensure the consideration of biol ogica
di versity concerns fromthe early stages of the drafting process?
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a) no

b) in some circunstances (please provide details)

c) in all circunstances (please provide details) X

Further information on the nmechani sns to ensure the consideration of
bi odi versity concerns fromthe early stages of drafting |egislation and
regul ati ons

The nechani snms whi ch ensure the consideration of biodiversity within Slovak

| egi sl ation are follow ng: Aarhus convention, Espoo Convention, Convention on
bi ol ogi cal diversity and Cuidelines of the Council and the European
Parl i ament :

Council Directive 85/337/EHS of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects
of certain public and private projects on the environnent

Council Directive 92/43/EHS of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natura
habitats and wild fauna and flora

Council Directive 79/409/EHS of 2 April 1979 on the conservation of wild

bi rds

Council Directive 96/61/ EC of 24 September 1996 concerning integrated
pol l uti on prevention and contro

Directive 2001/ 42/ ES of the European Parlianment and of the Council of 27 June
2001 on the assessnent of certain plans and programes on the environment

Council Directive 90/313/EHS of 7 May 1990 on freedom of access to
i nformati on on the environnment

268. Does your country ensure the involvenent of all interested and affected
st akehol ders in a participatory approach to all stages of the assessnent
process?

a) no

b) yes, in certain circunstances

c) yes, in all cases X

269. Has your country organi sed any activities or programmes in order to
pronot e the devel opnent of | ocal expertise in nethodol ogi es, techni ques and
procedures for inpact assessnent?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent

c) sone programres in place

d) many programres in place X

270. Has your country carried out pilot environnental inpact assessment
projects, in order to pronote the devel opnment of |ocal expertise in
nmet hodol ogi es, techni ques and procedures?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide further details) X

Further comments on pilot environnmental inpact assessment projects
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271. Does your country use strategic environnental assessnents to assess not
only the inpact of individual projects, but also their cunulative and gl oba
effects, and ensure the results are applied in the decision making and

pl anni ng processes?

a) no

b) to a limted extent X

c) to a significant extent

272. Does your country require the inclusion of devel opnent of alternatives,
mtigati on neasures and consi deration of the el aboration of conpensati on
measures in environnental inpact assessnent?

a) no

b) to alinmted extent

c) to a significant extent X

273. Is national information available on the practices, systens, mechani sns
and experiences in the area of strategic environnental assessnment and i npact
assessnent ?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease append or summari ze) X

Further comments on the practices, systens, nechani sns and experiences in the
area of strategic environnental assessnment and inpact assessnent

There is devel oped the information system accessi ble on the portal
www. envi roportal . sk.
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Decision VI/7. Identification, nonitoring, indicators and assessnents

274. Has your country reviewed the draft guidelines for incorporating

bi odi versity-rel ated i ssues into environnental inpact assessnent | egislation
and/ or processes and in strategic environnental assessnment, as contained in
the annex to this decision?

a) no
b) review under way X
c) yes X

275. I's your country applying the guidelines nentioned above in the context of
the i npl ementati on of paragraph 1 of Article 147

a) no

b) under consi deration

d) yes, sone aspects being applied (please specify)

e) yes, mmjor aspects being applied (please specify) X

Furt her comments on application of guidelines

The Act No. 127/1994 on Environnental |npact Assessnment and its Annexes 2 and
3 defien closer the aspects.

276. I f the answer to the above question is yes, has your country shared its
experience through CHM and/or national reporting?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide further details)

Further comments on experiences shared through CHM and/or national reporting

Decision VI/11. Liability and redress (Article 14, paragraph 2)

277. Has your country submitted to the Executive Secretary any information
relating to regional and national |egal reginmes applicable to liability and
redress for danmge to biol ogical diversity?

a) no X

b) yes
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278. Does your country have in place national |egislative, adnministrative or
policy neasures regarding liability and redress for damage to biol ogi ca
di versity?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify the neasures) X

Further comrents on national |egislative, adm nistrative or policy nmeasures
regarding liability and redress for damage to biol ogi cal diversity

The Sl ovak Inspection of the Environment |ide a controle body and | oca
authorities with rel evant power solve these problens.

279. Does your country require capacity-building actions with regard to
measures for the prevention of damage to biol ogical diversity, and the

est abl i shnent and i npl enentati on of national |egislative, adnministrative or
policy nmeasures on liability and redress for damage to biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes X

280. Is your country cooperating with other Parties to strengthen capacities
at the national |evel for the prevention of damages to biodiversity,
establ i shnment and i npl enentation of national |egislative regimes, policy and
adm nistrative nmeasures on liability and redress?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) relevant cooperative progranmes under devel opnent

d) yes, sone cooperative activities being undertaken X
(pl ease provide details)

e) yes, conprehensive cooperative activities being
undert aken (pl ease provi de detail s)

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties to strengthen capacities

ESPOO Conventi on

Article 15 Access to genetic resources

281. Has your country endeavoured to create conditions to facilitate access to
genetic resources for environmentally sound uses by other Contracting
Parties(15(2))?

a) no

b) yes, limted extent X

c) yes, significant extent

282. |s there any nutual understandi ng or agreenment in place between different
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i nterest groups and the State on access to genetic resources (15(4))7?

a) no X

b) yes, sone MOUs and agreenments signed or in force

c) yes, many MOUs and agreenents signed or in force

283. Has your country devel oped an open partici patory planni ng process, or any
ot her process, to ensure that access to genetic resources is subject to prior
i nfornmed consent (15(5))~?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) processes in place (please provide details)

Further information on the processes to ensure that access to genetic
resources is subject to prior infornmed consent

284. Has your country taken neasures to ensure that any scientific research
based on genetic resources provi ded by other Contracting Parties is devel oped
and carried out with the full participation of such Contracting
Parties(15(6))?

a) no measures X

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone neasures in place (please provide details)

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the nmeasures to ensure that any scientific research

based on genetic resources provi ded by other Contracting Parties is devel oped
and carried out with the full participation of such Contracting Parties

285. Has your country taken nmeasures to ensure the fair and equitable sharing
of the results of research and devel opnment and the benefits arising fromthe
commerci al and ot her use of genetic resources with any Contracting Party
provi di ng such resources (15(7))~?

a) no neasures X

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone neasures in place

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these neasures
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e) legislation

f) statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

g) policy and adm nistrative neasures

Decision I1/11 and Decision I11/15. Access to genetic resources

286. Has your country provided the secretariat with i nformati on on rel evant
| egi sl ation, admi nistrative and policy nmeasures, participatory processes and
research programmes?

a) no X

b) yes, within the previous national reports (please
specify first or second national report or both)

c) yes, through case studies

d) yes, through other neans (please give details)

Further comments on information provided to the secretari at

287. Has your country inplenmented capacity-buil ding programes to pronote
successful devel opnent and i npl enentation of |egislative, adm nistrative and
policy neasures and guidelines on access, including scientific, technical
busi ness, | egal and managenent skills and capacities?

a) no
b) sone programmes covering sone needs (please provide
detail s)
c) many programres covering sone needs (please provide X
detail s)
d) progranmes covering all identified needs (please provide
detail s)

e) no perceived need

Further information on the capacity-building programres to pronote successfu
devel opnent and i npl ementation of |egislative, adm nistrative and policy
nmeasures and gui deli nes on access

Nati onal program for conservation plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture on the years 2005-2009

288. Has your country anal ysed experiences of |egislative, adm nistrative and
policy neasures and gui delines on access, including regional efforts and
initiatives, for use in further devel opnent and inpl enentati on of nmeasures
and gui del i nes?

a) no

b) anal ysis in progress X

c) anal ysis conpl et ed
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289. I's your country collaborating with all rel evant stakehol ders to explore,
devel op and i npl enent guidelines and practices that ensure nutual benefits to
provi ders and users of access neasures?

a) no

b) yes, limted extent X

c) yes, significant extent

290. Has your country identified national authorities responsible for granting
access to genetic resources?

a) no X

b) yes

291. Did your country take an active role in the negotiation |eading to the
adoption of the FAO International Treaty on Plant Cenetic Resources for Food
and Agricul ture?

a) no X

b) yes

Deci sion V/26. Access to genetic resources

292. Has your country designated a national focal point and one or nore
conpet ent national authorities to be responsible for access and benefit-
sharing arrangenents or to provide information on such arrangenents?

a) no X

b) yes

c) yes, Executive Secretary notified

293. Does your country’s national biodiversity strategy, and |egislative,
adm ni strative or policy nmeasures on access and benefit-sharing, contribute
to conservation and sustai nabl e use objectives?

a) no

b) to a limted extent (please provide details) X

c) to a significant extent (please provide details)

Further information on the contribution of NBSAP, and | egislative,
adm ni strative or policy measures on access and benefit-sharing to
conservati on and sustai nabl e use objectives

Nati onal Programme for Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture launched in 2005. On a facultative basis, also Conservation of
Forest Genetic Resources and Bi odiversity.

Parties that are recipients of genetic resources -

294. Has your country adopted adm nistrative or policy neasures that are
supportive of efforts made by provider countries to ensure that access to
their genetic resources is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) ot her arrangenents nmde
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c) yes (please provide details) X

Further information on administrative or policy neasures that support the
provider’s effort to ensure that access to their genetic resources is subject
to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the Convention

Law No 215/2001 about Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agricul ture.

Nat i onal Program on Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture in Slovak Republic for years 2005-2009.

295. Does your country cooperate with other Parties in order to find practica
and equitabl e sol utions supportive of efforts nmade by provider countries to
ensure that access to their genetic resources is subject to Articles 15, 16
and 19 of the Convention?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties find sol utions

296. In developing its |l egislation on access, has your country taken into
account and all owed for the devel opnent of a nultilateral systemto
facilitate access and benefit-sharing as set out in the International Treaty
on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture?

a) no

b) yes X

297. Did your country coordinate its positions in order to ensure coherence
bet ween the Convention on Biol ogical Diversity and the International Treaty
on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture?

a) no

b) yes X

298. Has your country provided i nformation to the Executive Secretary on user
institutions, the market for genetic resources, non-nmonetary benefits, new
and emergi ng mechani sms for benefit sharing, incentive measures,
clarification of definitions, sui generis systens and “internedi aries”?

a) no X

b) sone i nformation provided

c) substantial information provided

299. Has your country submitted information on specific issues related to the
role of intellectual property rights in the inplenentation of access and
benefit-sharing arrangenents to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

300. Has your country provided capacity-building and technol ogy devel opment
and transfer for the mmintenance and utilization of ex situ collections?
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a) no

b) yes, to a limted extent X

c) yes, to a significant extent

Decision VI/24. Access and benefit-sharing as related to genetic
resources

301. Has your country revi ewed the Bonn Gui delines as annexed to this
deci si on?

a) no X

b) revi ew under way

c) yes

302. Is your country using the Bonn Cuidelines when devel opi ng and drafting

| egi sl ative, administrative or policy neasures on access and benefit-sharing,
and contracts and ot her arrangenents under nutually agreed ternms for access
and benefit-sharing?

a) no X

b) taking steps to do so

c) yes (please provide details)

If a devel oped country Party -

303. Has your country provided financial and technical assistance to support
devel opi ng countries and countries with economes in transition in
i npl enenting the Bonn Cui delines?

a) no

b) rel evant programes of support under devel opnent

c) sone programres being inplenented within existing

cooperative frameworks (please provide details) X

Furt her comrents on financial and technical assistance provided for the
i npl enent ati on of the Bonn Guidelines

Assi stance with inplenenting Bonn Cui delines has been provided to
Ni caragua within a framework of the NEWS Programre.

304. Has your country subnmitted information on the issues referred to in
subpar agraphs (a), (b), (c) and (e) of paragraph 8 of this decision?

a) no X

b) yes, on sone issues

c) yes, on all issues

305. Has your country subnmitted to the Executive Secretary information
regardi ng capacity-buil ding needs, priorities and existing initiatives for
capacity-building for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing?
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a) no

b) yes X

306. Does your country consider the follow ng criteria when nomninating the
experts on access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing: gender bal ance,
i nvol vement of indigenous and | ocal comunities, relevant disciplines and
expertise?

a) no

b) yes, some of these criteria considered X

c) yes, these are the main criteria considered

d) other criteria also considered (please provide details)

Further comrents on other criteria considered when nomi nating the experts on
access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing

When nomi nating the experts on access to genetic resources, above al
expertise is considered. Gender issues are not regarded specifically.

307. Has your country reviewed the el enents for an action plan for capacity-
buil ding for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing and identified
key areas for capacity-building at the national |evel?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) yes, sone areas for capacity-building identified (please
provi de detail s)

Further comments on review of elenments for action plan and identification of
key areas

308. Has your country adopted national policies or nmeasures, including
| egi sl ati on whi ch addresses the issue of intellectual property rights in
relation to access and benefit-sharing arrangenents?

a) no

b) potential policies or nmeasures identified

c) relevant policies or neasures under devel opnent

d) yes, sone policies or nmeasures in place X

e) yes, conprehensive policies or neasures adopted

309. Does your country encourage the disclosure of the country of origin of
genetic resources in applications for intellectual property rights where the
subj ect matter of the application concerns or makes use of genetic resources
inits devel opnent ?

a) no X
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b) under consideration

c) yes (please provide details)

Further comments on encour agenment of disclosure of country of origin of
genetic resources in applications

310. Has your country subnmitted case studies on the issues referred to in
par agr aphs 3 and 4 of Decision VI/24 C?

a) no X

b) yes

311. Is your country facilitating the participation of indigenous and | oca
conmuni ti es and ot her rel evant stakehol ders in the various forums, as well as
in the preparation of NBSAPs and | egislation related to access to genetic
resources and benefit-sharing, froma very early stage?

a) no X

b) yes

312. Has your country subnitted to the Executive Secretary any information
concerning the principles, |egal mechani sms and procedures for obtaining
prior informed consent of indigenous and | ocal comrunities under nationa
access regines for genetic resources?

a) no X

b) yes

313. Has your country submitted to the Executive Secretary any information
concerni ng the nmeasures adopted to inplenment access and benefit-sharing, case
studi es on the inplenentation of access and benefit-sharing arrangenents and
ot her information such as that listed in paragraph 12 of decision V/ 267

a) no X

b) yes
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Article 16 Access to and transfer of technol ogy

314. Has your country taken neasures to provide or facilitate access for and
transfer to other Contracting Parties of technol ogies that are relevant to
the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity or nake use of
genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environnent
(16(1))7

a) no nmeasures X

b) sonme nmeasures in place (please provide details)

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the neasures to provide or facilitate access for and
transfer to other Contracting Parties of technol ogies that are relevant to

t he conservation and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity or nake sure of genetic
resour ces

315. I's your country aware of any initiatives under which rel evant technol ogy
is transferred to your country on concessional or preferential ternms (16(2))7?

a) no X

b) yes (please give brief details)

Furt her comments on known initiatives

316. Has your country taken neasures so that Contracting Parties which provide
genetic resources are provided access to and transfer of technol ogy which
make use of those resources, on nutually agreed terns (16(3))?

a) not rel evant

b) rel evant, but no neasures X

c) sone neasures in place

d) potential measures under review

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these neasures

f) legislation

g) statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

h) policy and adm nistrative arrangenents
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317. Has your country taken neasures so that the private sector facilitates
access to joint devel opnent and transfer of relevant technol ogy for the
benefit of governnment institutions and the private sector of devel oping
countries (16(4))?

a) no measures X

b) sonme measures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place

If so, are these neasures

e) legislation?

f) statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation?

g) policy and adm nistrative arrangenments?

318. Does your country have a national systemfor intellectual property right
protection (16(5))?

a) no

b) yes X

319. If yes, does it cover biological resources (for exanmple, plant species)
in any way?

a) no
b) yes, linmted extent
c) yes, significant extent X

Decision I11/17. Intellectual property rights

320. Has your country conducted and provided to the secretariat case studies
of the inpacts of intellectual property rights on the achi evenent of the
Conventi ons objectives?

a) no X

b) sone

c) many

Article 17 Exchange of information

321. Has your country taken nmeasures to facilitate the exchange of information
from publicly avail able sources (17(1))?

a) no neasures

b) restricted by | ack of resources

c) potential measures under review

d) sone neasures in place X

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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If a devel oped country Party -

322. Do these neasures take into account the special needs of devel oping
countries (17(1))?

a) no X

b) yes, linmted extent

c) yes, significant extent

323. If so, do these neasures include all the categories of information |isted
in Article 17(2), including technical, scientific and soci o-econonic

research, training and surveyi ng programes, specialized know edge,
repatriation of information and so on?

a) no X

b) yes, limted extent

c) yes, significant extent

Article 18 Technical and scientific cooperation

324. Has your country taken neasures to pronmote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity (18(1))~?

a) no measures in place

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures in place (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place (please provide details)

Further information on the nmeasures to pronote international technical and
scientific cooperation

Eur opean Forest GCenetic Resources Progranme EUFORGEN

325. Do these cooperative neasures pay special attention to the devel opnment
and strengthening of national capabilities by nmeans of human resources
devel opnent and institution building (18(2))?

a) no

b) yes, linmted extent X

c) yes, significant extent

326. Has your country encouraged and devel oped nmet hods of cooperation for the
devel opnent and use of technol ogi es, including indigenous and traditiona
t echnol ogi es, in pursuance of the objectives of this Convention (18(4))~?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) nethods in place
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327. Does such cooperation include the training of personne
experts (18(4))?

and exchange of

a) no
b) yes, linmted extent X
c) yes, significant extent

328. Has your

country pronmpted the establishnment of joint

research progranmes

and joint ventures for the devel opnent of technol ogies relevant to the
obj ectives of the Convention (18(5))?

a) no
b) yes, limted extent (please provide some exanpl es) X
c) yes, significant extent (please provide sone exanpl es)

Exanpl es for the establishment of joint research programres and joint

ventures fo
t he Convent

r the devel opnent
i on

of technol ogies relevant to the objectives of

The Sl ov

the frame of FAO-Q AHS oriented on conservation

ak Agricultural University subnitted a devel opnenntal project in

revitalisation and use of

traditi onal agroecosystens in the Carpathian region, where were invol ved
partners of Pol and, Romania, Ukraine, Czech Republic and Hungary. The
project deals with revitalization of traditional nethods in agriculture,
and their use in a sustainable manner.

Decision I1/3,

Decision Il11/4 and Decision IV/2. Clearing-house

Mechani sm
329. I's your country cooperating in the devel opnment and operation of the
Cl eari ng- house Mechani sm ( CHM ?
a) no X
b) yes
330. I's your country helping to devel op national capabilities through

exchangi ng and di ssem nating i nformati on on experiences and | essons | earned
in inplementing the Convention?

a) no
b) yes, linmted extent X
c) yes, significant extent

331. Has your

Mechani snf?

country designated a national focal point for the Cl earing-house

a) no
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b) yes X

332. I's your country providing resources for the devel opnment and
i npl enent ati on of the Cl earing-house Mechani snf?

a) no X

b) yes, at the national |eve

c) yes, at national and international |evels

333. I's your country facilitating and participating in workshops and ot her
expert neetings to further the devel opnent of the Cl earing-house Mechani sm at
i nternational |evels?

a) no X

b) participation only

c) supporting sonme meetings and partici pating

334. Is your Clearing-house Mechani sm operati onal ?

a) no X

b) under devel opnent

c) yes (please give details)

Furt her comments on CHM operationalization

Nati onal CHM hone page was established within Slovak Agricultural University
in Nitra. CHM Focal point is designated also in Slovak Agriculture University
in Nitra. CHM is not opretaional due to |lacking operational concept and
absence of formal support.

335. I's your Clearing-house Mechanismlinked to the Internet?

a) no X

b) yes

336. Has your country established a nulti-sectoral and multi-disciplinary CHM
steering conmttee or working group at the national |evel?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision V/14. Scientific and technical cooperation and the clearing-
house mechani sms (Article 18)

337. Has your country reviewed the priorities identified in Annex | to the
deci si on, and sought to inplenment thenf

a) not revi ewed

b) revi ewed but not inplenmented X

c) reviewed and i npl emented as appropriate
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338. Has your country established national directories and/or rosters of
scientific institutions and experts working on thematic areas of the
Conventi on?

a) no X

b) yes, information avail abl e through CHM

339. Has your country strengthened the national focal point for the clearing-
house mechani sn?

a) no X

b) yes

340. Has your country established |inks to non-governnmental organizations and
ot her institutions holding inportant databases or undertaking significant
wor k on bi ol ogi cal diversity through CHW?

a) no X

b) coordination with NGOs and ot her institutions under way

c) yes, links established with some NGOs and institutions

d) yes, links established with nost of NGOs and
institutions

341. Has your country established thematic focal points for the clearing-house
mechani sm at the national |evel?

a) no X

b) yes

342. Has your country worked with other countries in the sane region and
subregion to establish thematic focal points for CHW?

a) no X

b) yes

If a devel oped country -

343. Has your country further devel oped CHMto assi st devel opi ng countries and
countries with econonies in transition to gain access to information in the
field of scientific and technical cooperation?

a) no X

b) yes

If yes, what nmeans has been enpl oyed by your country for this purpose?

c) fundi ng opportunities

d) access to and transfer of technol ogy

e) research cooperation facilities

f) repatriation of information

g) training opportunities

h) pronotion of contacts with relevant institutions,
organi zati ons and the private sector
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i) others (please specify)

Fur

ther comments on CHM devel opments to assi st devel opi ng countries and

countries with economes in transition to gain access to information in the
field of scientific and technical cooperation

Sl ovak Republic hosted in 2002 The Central and Eastern Europe Regi ona
Meeting on the Biosafety Clearing House. The venue took place at the
Sl ovak Agricultural University in Nitra on February 7, 2002. The nmin

goals — i.e.Evaluation of existing biodiversity and biosafety information
exchange nechani sms in CEE countries, ii.Pilot phase of the Biosafety
Clearing House, iii. Preparation of regional needs assessnents and

priorities.

344. Has your country identified and established inportant target audiences

for CHW?
a) no X
b) yes (pl ease provide further details)

Further comments on CHM target audi ences

345. Has your country devel oped any initiatives to make i nformati on avail abl e

t hrough CHM nore useful for researchers and deci si on- makers?
a) no
b) under consideration X

c) relevant initiatives under devel opnent

d) yes (please provide details)

Fur

ther comments on devel opnent of initiatives

346. Has your country devel oped, provi ded and shared services and tools to
enhance and facilitate the inplenentation of CHM and further inprove
synergi es anong bi odi versity-rel ated Conventions?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease specify services and tools)

Fur

ther comments on services and tools to enhance and facilitate the

i npl enentati on of CHM and further inprove synergi es anong bi odi versity-

re

at ed Conventi ons

347. Has your country undertaken an anal ysis of the cost-effectiveness of the
i npl enentati on of the cl earing-house nmechani sn?

a) no X

b) anal ysis under way

c) yes, results avail abl e through CHM
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348. Has your country identified the difficulties and constraints nmet in the
i mpl enent ati on of the clearing-house nmechani snf?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide further details) X

Further comrents on difficulties and constraints net in the inplenentation of
t he cl eari ng- house mechani sm

Decision VI/8. Scientific and technical cooperation and the clearing-
house mechani sm

349. Is your country effectively using the central portal of the clearing-
house mechani snf?

a) no X

b) yes

Article 19 Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits

350. Has your country taken neasures to provide for the effective
participation in biotechnol ogi cal research activities by those Contracting
Parti es which provide the genetic resources for such research (19(1))?

a) no neasures X

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone neasures in place

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these neasures:

e) legislation

f) statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation

g) policy and adm ni strative neasures

351. Has your country taken all practicable neasures to pronote and advance
priority access on a fair and equitable basis by Parties the results and
benefits arising from bi ot echnol ogi es based upon genetic resources provided
by those Contracting Parties(19(2))?

a) no neasures

b) potential neasures under review X

c) sone nmeasures in place

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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Deci sion 1V/ 3.
of the Intergovernnental

I ssues related to biosafety and Decision V/1. Work Pl an
Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on
Bi osafety

352. |I's your
Bi osaf ety?

country a Contracting Party to the Cartagena Protocol on

a) not a signatory

b) signed, ratification in progress

c) instrunent of ratification deposited X

Decision VI/1. Intergovernnmental Conmittee for the Cartagena Protoco

on Biosafety

353. Has your country desi gnated national focal points and conpetent nationa
authorities for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety?

a) no
b) yes, national focal points only
c) yes, both designated X

Article 20 Financi al resources

354. Pl ease describe for each of the following itens the quantity of financial
resources, both internal and external, that have been utilized to inplenent

t he Convention on Biol ogical Diversity, on an annual basis, since your
country becanme a Party to the Convention

a) budgetary allocations by national and | ocal governnents as Dat a not

wel |l as different sectoral ministries avail abl e

b) extra-budgetary resources Dapa not

avail abl e

c) bilateral assistance by donors Dapa not

avai |l abl e

d) regional assistance by donors Eﬁpa not

avai l abl e

e) nmultilateral assistance by donors Eﬁpa not

avai l abl e

: Dat a not

f) private sources by donors avai | abl e
g) resources generated through financial instrunents, such as Dat a not

charges for use of biodiversity avail abl e
355. Pl ease describe in detail below any major financing progranmes, such as

bi odi versity trust funds or specific programres,
in your

t hat
country.

have been est abli shed

Bi oi dversity Conservation activities are nostly financed from public sources.

Pri nci pal Nat ure Conservation Agencies are receiving full or partia
contributions fromthe state budget.

In 2004, Environmental Fund was established through the Act No. 587/2004.

The Fund is managed through the Mnistry of the Environment. Revenues of the
Fund comes from 19 sources identified in 8§ 3, including inter alia,
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penalties, fines, donations, interested fromcredits, collections of entrance
fees to protected areas, etc.

The funds can be provided to eligible recipients in the form of grants or
credits. Eligible areas of support include actions supporting inplenmentation
of the State Environnmental Policy ( i.e. i ncluding conservation of
bi odi versity), research and surveys aimng at inproving of the state of the
Envi ronnent, environmental education and training , etc.

Annual Fund Management costs can not exceed 3 % of the annual revenue of the
Fund.

The projects for support are approved by the Mnister of the Environnent upon
recommendati ons nmade by the Board of the Environnent Fund that is an Advisory
Body to the Mnister.

Since the entrance of SR into the EU financial support is available through
EU Structural Funds (such as European Rural Devel opnent Fund) on the basis of
sectoral operational plans.8

For nature conservation activities the support is provided under measure
“Conservation and Restoration of Natural Environment”. Eligible areas of
support are

nature conservation infrastructure , and

devel opnent and i npl enmentation of managenment plans for protected areas.

Total allocation for the period 2004 - 2006 ampunts to 7,626 thousand EUR (
of that — 5,720 thousand EUR is from Structural Funds)

Measure 5. “Agroenvironnent and Animal Living Conditions” of the Agriculture
and Rural Development Plan is a key neasure for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity.

O her EU schenmes, nost particularly LIFE and |NTERREG can be accessed for
support as well.

Except for above nentioned, certain amunt of annual budget of the Mnistry
of the Environmet is earmarked for inplmenting the BD ACti on PLan

Event though only snmall projects and its limted anount, nmany projectes
were successfully done.

356. Pl ease describe in detail bel ow funding needs that have not been
addressed by avail abl e financial resources.

Forestry:

I ncentives and Conpensation of Forest Omers for nmeasures taken in order
to conserve conponents of biologicial diversity.

Reconstructi on of Forests Danmaged by Ant hropogenic Factors.
Control of Invasive Species in Forests.

Programme for Conservation and Sustai nabl e use of Forest Genetic
Resour ces.

Active Support to the Close-to-nature Silvicultural Practices.
Forest Biodiversity Assessnment and Val uation of Related Externalities.

Conpensation of the owners within protected areas for measures taken in order
to conserve conponents of biological diversity and/or purchasing of land with
vul nerabl e conponents of biodiversity fromthemto the found of state for

(2) 8 SCP Agriculture and Rural Devel opment (agro-environnental neasures), SOP
Basic Infrastructure




119

nature and bi odiversity conservati on.
CHM Oper ati ons

357. Has your country provided financial support and incentives in respect of
those national activities that are intended to achi eve the objectives of the

Convention (20(1))~?

a) no

b) yes, incentives only (please provide a |ist of such
i ncentives)

c) yes, financial support only X

d) yes, financial support and incentives (please provide
detail s)

Further comments on financial support and incentives provided

If a devel oped country Party -

358. Has your country provided new and additional financial resources to
enabl e devel oping country Parties to neet the agreed increnental costs to
them of i npl enmenting nmeasures which fulfil the obligations of the Convention
as agreed between you and the interimfinancial nmechanism(20(2))?

a) no

b) yes (please indicate the ampbunt, on an annual basis, of
new and additional financial resources your country has X
provi ded)

4 mil USD, within 1% GEF Repl eni shment

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition —

359. Has your country recei ved new and additional financial resources to
enable you to neet the agreed full increnmental costs of inplenenting neasures
which fulfil the obligations of the Convention (20(2))?

a) no

b) yes X

If a devel oped country Party -

360. Has your country provided financial resources related to inplenentation
of the Convention through bilateral, regional and other nmultilateral channels

(20(3))?

a) no

b) yes (please indicate the ampbunt, on an annual basis, of
financial resources your country has provided related to X
the i npl ementati on of the Conventi on)
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If yes, please indicate through what channel your country has provi ded
financial resources related to the inplenentation of the Convention?

c) bilateral channels by agencies X
d) regional channel s by agencies X
e) nultilateral channels by agencies X

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

361. Has your country used financial resources frombilateral, regional and
other nmultilateral channels for the inplenentation of the Convention(20(3))~?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision I11/6. Additional financial resources

362. Is your country making any efforts to devel op standardi zed i nformati on on
financial support for the objectives of the Convention?

a) no X

b) yes (please attach informati on about existing processes,
pl anned efforts and suggestions for further action)

Deci sion V/11. Additional financial resources

363. Has your country established a process to nmonitor financial support to
bi odi versity?

a) no X

b) procedures being established

c) yes (please provide details concerning existing
processes, planned efforts and suggestions for further
action)

If a devel oped country Party -

364. Does your country prompte support for the inplenmentation of the
obj ectives of the Convention in the funding policy of its bilateral funding
institutions and those of regional and nmultilateral funding institutions?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details concerning existing and
pl anned efforts and suggestions for further action)

Further comments on support for inplenmentation of the objectives of the
Convention in funding policy
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If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

365. Does your country discuss ways and neans to support inplenentation of the
obj ectives of the Convention in its dialogue with funding institutions?

a) no
b) yes (pl ease provide details concerning existing and X
pl anned efforts and suggestions for further action)

Further comments on ways and means to support inplenentation of the
obj ectives of the Convention in dialogue with funding institutions

f.e. with GEF and its inplenmenting agencies (WB, UNEP, UNDP, FAO

nost recently with the World Bank project idea was consulted concerning —
Conservation of internationally significant forest biodiversity in Slovakia.

Wth BEU institutions

366. Has your country conpiled information on the additional financial support
provi ded by the private sector?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on additional financial support provided by the private
sect or

367. Has your country considered tax exenptions in national taxation systens
for biodiversity-related donati ons?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national conditions

c) exenptions under devel opment (please provide details X
concerni ng pl anned exenpti on neasures)

d) exenptions in place (please provide details concerning
exi sting neasures and suggestions for further action)

Further comments on consideration of tax exenptions for biodiversity-rel ated
donati ons

Forestry: Exenption fromthe Land Tax for the gene reserve forests with
voluntary long-term protection conmtnent in the new Act on Forests.
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Deci sion VI/16. Additional financial resources

If a devel oped country Party -

368. Has your country comruni cated to the Executive Secretary information
concerni ng fundi ng procedures, eligibility criteria and programre priorities
in relation to biodiversity?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide an outline of the information
subni tted)

Further comments on funding procedures, eligibility criteria and programe
priorities

If a devel oped country Party -

369. Has your country comruni cated to the Executive Secretary information
concerning its experience in nainstrean ng biodiversity into funding
operations?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on informati on concerni ng experience in mainstream ng
bi odi versity into funding operations

370. I's your country sharing through CHMits experience in devel opi ng and
i mpl enenting financial neasures for supporting national biodiversity
strategi es and action plans?

a) no X

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent

c) yes (please provide details)

Further comments on experiences shared through CHM on devel opi ng and
i mpl enenting financial neasures for supporting national biodiversity
strategi es and action pl ans

371. Has your country revi ewed nati onal budgets and nonetary policies,

i ncluding the effectiveness of official devel opnment assistance allocated to
bi odi versity, with particular attention paid to positive incentives and their
performance as well as perverse incentives and ways and neans for their
renmoval or mtigation?

a) no X

b) revi ew under way

c) yes (please provide results of review
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Further comments on revi ew of national budgets and nonetary poli cies,
i ncluding the effectiveness of official devel opnent assi stance

372. |'s your country taking concrete actions to review and further integrate
bi odi versity considerations in the devel opnent and inpl enmentati on of nmjor

i nternati onal developnent initiatives, as well as in national sustainable
devel opnent pl ans and rel evant sectoral policies and plans?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) yes, in sonme initiatives and plans (pl ease provide
detail s)

b) yes, in major initiatives and pl ans (pl ease provide
detail s)

Further comrents on review and integration of biodiversity considerations in
initiatives, policies and plans

373. Has your country subnitted to the Executive Secretary any information
concerning the inpacts of external debts on the conservati on and sustai nabl e
use of biodiversity?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the inpacts of external debts on the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity
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Article 21 Financial mechani sm

374. Please indicate in detail potential biodiversity project proposals that
your country will submt for consideration by the financial nmechanismin the
next five years.

GEF Conservation of internationally significant forest biodiversity in
Sl ovaki a.

EA — add -on

375. Please indicate in detail potential biodiversity project proposals that
your country will submt to any other existing financial institutions in the
next five years.

Li st of project proposals for next five years has not been conpil ed.
Ceneral ly, funding shall be sought from EU sources (Structural Funds, LIFE +
, etc.) for all possible activities related to inplenenting the CBD

UN- FAO TCP: Restoration of dammged forests

376. Has your country worked to strengthen existing financial institutions to
provi de financial resources for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details concerning existing and
pl anned activities and suggestions for further action)

Furt her comrents on the strengthening of financial institutions

377. Has any guidance to the financial nechani sm been inplenmented in your
country?

a) no X

b) yes

If yes, please provide details concerning:

Cc) existing project activities related to the guidance to
the financial mechani sm

d) planned project activities related to the guidance to
the financial mechani sm

e) areas of further efforts required to inplement the
gui dance to the financial nechanism

f) suggestions for further guidance to the financial
mechani sm bearing in m nd the existing gui dance to
the financial nechani sm

Further comments on inplenmentati on of guidance to the financial nmechani sm
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378. Has your country taken any action to inprove the effectiveness of the
financial mechanismin your country?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details concerning existing and
pl anned activities and suggestions for further action)

Further comments on actions taken to inprove the effectiveness of the
financial mechani sm

Decision I11/7. Guidelines for the review of the effectiveness of the
financi al nmechani sm

379. Has your country provided i nformati on on experi ences gai ned through
activities funded by the financial mechani snf?

a) no funded activities

b) no, although there are funded activities

c) yes, within the previous national report (please specify
first or second national report or both)

d) yes, through case studies

e) yes, through other neans (please give details) X

Further comments on experiences gai ned through activities funded by the
fi nanci al mechani sm

Experi ence gai ned through activities funded by the financial nechanism
di stributed by various neans- project technical and conpletion reports,
t hrough presentations at conferences and neetings, on web sites, etc.
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Article 26 National Reports

380. What is the status of your first national report?

a) not submitted

b) summary report submtted

c) interimdraft report submtted

d) final report subnmtted X

If b), c) or d), was your report submtted:

e) by the original deadline of 1.1.98 (Decision I11/9)7?

f) by the extended deadline of 31.12.98 (Decision |V/14)? X

g) later (please specify date)

381. What is the status of your second national report?

a) not submitted

b) summary report submtted

c) interimdraft report submtted

d) final report submtted X

If b), c) or d), was your report submtted:

e) by the deadline of May 15, 2001 (Decision V/19)? X

f) after the deadline above?

Decision I'V/14. National reports

382. Did all relevant stakehol ders participate in the preparation of this
national report, or in the conpilation of information used in the report?

a) no

b) yes X

383. Has your country taken steps to ensure that its first and/or second
nati onal report(s) is/are avail able for use by rel evant stakehol ders?

a) no
b) yes X
If yes, was this by:
c) i nformal distribution? X
d) publ i shing the report? X
e) maki ng the report avail abl e on request?

f) posting the report on the Internet?
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Deci sion V/19. National reporting

384. Has your country prepared voluntary detailed thematic reports on one or
nore of the itens for in-depth consideration at an ordinary neeting of the
parties, follow ng the guidelines provided?

a) no

b) yes — forest ecosystens X

c) yes — alien species

d) yes — benefit sharing

Deci sion VI/25. National reports

385. Has your country subnitted thematic reports on nmountain ecosystens,
protected areas and transfer of technol ogy and technol ogy cooperation?

a) no

b) yes, some reports submtted (please specify) X

c) yes, all thematic reports subnitted

Further comments on thematic reports subnitted

Sl ovaki a has submitted thematic reports on
I nvasi ve Alien Species and
G obal Taxonomny Initiative

If a devel oping country Party or country with econony in transition -

386. Has your country received funding fromthe G obal Environment Facility
for preparing the second national report?

a) no X

b) yes

If no, was this due to:

c) delay in project proposal preparation?

d) coordi nation with inplenenting agenci es?

e) ot her sources of funding?

f) i ssue of eligibility for GEF funding?

g) other (please specify)

Further comments on why funding was not received for preparing the second
nati onal report

Preparati on of the second national report was funded fromthe budget of
M ni stry of the Environnent.
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Deci sion V/ 6. Ecosystem approach

387. Is your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the
principl es and gui dance contained in the annex to decision V/67?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) sone aspects are being applied X

d) substantially inplenented

388. Is your country devel opi ng practical expressions of the ecosystem
approach for national policies and |egislation and for inplenentation
activities, with adaptation to |ocal, national, and regional conditions, in
particular in the context of activities developed within the thematic areas
of the Convention?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) practical expressions devel oped for applying sone
princi ples of the ecosystem approach

d) practicaal expressions devel oped for applying nost
princi ples of the ecosystem approach

389. I's your country identifying case studies and inplenenting pilot projects
that denpnstrate the ecosystem approach, and usi ng wor kshops and ot her
mechani snms t o enhance awar eness and share experience?

a) no

b) case studies identified X

c) pilot projects under way

d) wor kshops pl anned/ hel d

e) information avail able through CHM

390. I's your country strengtheni ng capacities for inplenentation of the
ecosystem approach, and providing technical and financial support for
capacity-building to i npl enent the ecosystem approach?

a) no X

b) yes, within the country

c) yes, including providing support to other Parties

391. Has your country pronoted regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem
approach across national borders?

a) no X

b) informal cooperation

c) formal cooperation (please provide details)

Further comments on regi onal cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach
across national borders
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388) National Forest Programme has been under preparation since 2004,
National Criteria and |Indicators of Sustainable Forest Management defined in
2004.

Deci sion VI/12. Ecosystem Approach

392. Has your country subnitted to the Executive Secretary case studi es and
| essons | earned on the devel opnent and inpl enentati on of the ecosystem
approach at the national and regional |evels?

a) no X

b) yes

393. I's your country facilitating the exchange of experiences and regional
nati onal and | ocal capacity-building, and enhanci ng awar eness through
provi sion of technical and financial resources?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide further details)

Further comrents on the facilitation of exchange of experiences and regi onal
nati onal and | ocal capacity-buil ding, and enhanci ng awar eness through
provi si on of technical and financial resources

I nl and wat er ecosystens

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

394. Has your country revi ewed the programe of work on inland water
bi odi versity?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) revi ew under way

c) yes, review conpleted X
d) If a review was conpl eted, which priority actions were
identified for inplenentation at national |evel (please X
speci fy)

Furt her comments on priority actions identified

There was the National Wetland Policy (updated Wetl ands Managenent Program
of Sl ovakia) approved by Slovak governnment (2000) with the Action Plan

whi ch was revi ewed. New actions were proposed for duration of period 2003-
2007.

Partially, there were sonme projects concerning inventory of wetlands
(dat abase for NATURA 2000), nmanagenent of wetland protected areas and al so
proposal s of wetland restoration measures.

395. Has your country devel oped a sectoral plan for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of inland water biodiversity or integrated it into the
nati onal biodiversity strategy and action plan?
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a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes, integrated as a part of NBSAP (pl ease specify the
el enents i ncl uded)

c) yes, a separate sector plan devel oped X

Further comments on a sectoral plan

Action Plan for inplenentation of National Biodiversity Strategy for

peri od 2003-2010. For explanation concerning sectoral plan: there exists
the National Wetland Policy (updated Wetl ands Managenment Program of

Sl ovaki a) approved by Slovak governnment (2000) with the Action Plans (see
above 394).

396. I's your country pronoting the synergy between this programe of work and
related activities under the Ranmsar Convention as well as the inplenentation
of the Joint Work Plan at the national |evel?

a) no (please specify the reasons) X

b) potential neasures identified for synergy and joint
i mpl enent ati on

c) yes, sonme neasures taken for joint inplenentation
(pl ease specify bel ow)

d) yes, conprehensive neasures taken for joint
i mpl ement ati on (pl ease specify)

Further comments on the pronoti on of the synergy between the progranme of
work and related activities under the Ransar Convention as well as the
i npl enent ati on of the Joint Work Plan at the national |eve

397. Has your country included activities specified in the progranmme of work
on inland water biodiversity in its participation and coll aboration with
organi zations, institutions and conventions affecting or working with inland
wat er resources?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes (pl ease gi ve exanpl es) X

Furt her comments

There are several organizations |ike Slovak Water Manegnent Conpany,

Sl ovak Botanical Institute, State Nature Conservancy, Institute of
Landscape Ecol ogy, Water Research Institute, Mnistry of Agriculture with
whi ch there was co-operation on the programre of work.

If a devel oping country Party or a country with econony in transition -

398. When requesting financing fromthe d obal Environnment Facility, has your
country included projects related to inland water ecosystens?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) rel evant project proposals under devel opnent

c) yes X

If yes, is priority given to
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d) identification and nonitoring of inland water X
ecosystems as specified in Annex | to the Convention?

e) preparation and inplenentation of integrated
wat er shed, catchnent and river basin managenment plans?

f) investigating the processes contributing to the | oss X
of biodiversity of inland water ecosystens?

g) other (please specify)

399. Has your country adopted integrated |and and wat ershed managenent
approaches for the protection, use, planning and nmanagenent of inland water
ecosystens?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) rel evant approaches under devel opnment

c) yes, sone approaches adopted (pl ease specify)

d) yes, conprehensive approaches adopted (pl ease specify) X

Further comments on the adoption of integrated |and and wat ershed managenent
appr oaches

Sl ovak Republic has transposed, adopted and at present inplenments |egislation
of European Union (concerning this topic e.g. Water Framework Directive
(Directive 2000/60/EC) and Nitrate Directive (Directive 91/ 676/ EEC)

Forests & Forestry: Forests, which are inportant for water and watershed
managenment, have been in the legally fixed categories of Protective or
Speci al Purpose Forests with special managenent reginmes putting enphasis on
t he continuous-cover forestry.

400. Has your country adopted integrated watershed, catchnment and river basin
managenment strategies?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) rel evant strategi es under devel opnent

c) yes, relevant strategies adopted X

d) yes, relevant strategies being inplenmented

Further comments on adoption of integrated watershed, catchnent and river
basi n managenent strat egies

401. Is your country encouragi ng the use of |ow cost appropriate technol ogy,
non-structural and innovative approaches to neet watershed managenent goal s?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease specify ways of doing this)

Further information on the ways to encourage the use of |ow cost technol ogy,
non- structural and innovative approaches
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402. |Is your country encouragi ng the devel opnent of preventative strategies to
avoi d degradati on and pronote restorati on of inland water ecosystens?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify ways of doing this) X

Further information on the ways of encouraging the devel opnent of
preventative strategies to avoi d degradati on and pronote restoration

Yes, preventive neasures cane into force by a new act since 1.1.2003.
According to the Act on Protection of nature and | andscape every activity

| eading to the change of wetlands and river beds nmust have perm ssion from
nature protection authority.

403. Is your country encouragi ng research on the application of the ecosystem
approach for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of inland water
bi odi versity?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) rel evant research programes under devel opnent X

c) yes, sone research progranmes being i npl emented (pl ease
gi ve exanpl es)

d) yes, conprehensive research programres bei ng i npl enented
(pl ease gi ve exanpl es)

Further information on the research on the application of the ecosystem
approach for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of inland water
bi odi versity

404. Has your country nmade an assessnment of the status, trends and threats of
i nl and wat ers?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) assessnent under way

c) yes, sonme assessment undertaken (please provide further
details concerning the results of assessnents)

d) yes, conprehensive assessnments undertaken (pl ease
provide further details concerning the results of X
assessnments)

Furt her comments on assessnment of status, trends and threats

| mpl enentation of EU Directive 2000/ 60/ EC (Water Framework Directive),
Habitat’s and Bird' s Directive

405. Has your country devel oped a set of criteria or indicators for the
eval uati on of inpacts on inland water ecosystens from both physica
i nfrastructure projects and watershed activities?

a) no (please specify the reasons)
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b) devel opnent under way X

c) yes (please provide a list of indicators devel oped)

Further comments on devel opnent of criteria or indicators

406. Has your country conducted studi es on ecol ogi cal functions and services
so as to inprove the understanding of effects on exploitation of non-target
speci es?

a) no X

b) yes

407. Has your country devel oped and pronoted gui dance on the sustainabl e use
of inland waters to maintain biol ogical diversity?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) relevant guidelines under devel opnment

c) yes, relevant guidelines devel oped (pl ease provide X
further details about the guidelines)

d) yes, relevant guidelines devel oped and bei ng applied
(pl ease provide further details about the guidelines)

Further comments on the devel opment and pronoti on of gui dance

This aspect is included in EU Directive 2000/ 60/ EC (Water Franmework
Directive)

408. Is your country supporting the conservation and sustai nabl e use of inland

wat er biodiversity through the establishment and i npl enentati on of
appropriate legal, adm nistrative and incentive nmeasures?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) potential neasures identified

c) relevant nmeasures under devel opnment

d) yes, sone neasures devel oped and bei ng i npl enent ed X
(pl ease provide details)

e) yes, conprehensive neasures devel oped and bei ng
i mpl enent ed (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the establishnment and inpl enentation of nmeasures

EU Directive 2000/ 60/ EC (Water Framework Directive)

Protected areas with wetl and bi otops are appropriate protected by Act no.
543/ 2002 on protection of nature and | andscape.

At an adm nistrative level are district and regional offices as decision
makers.

I ncentive neasures: financial contribution (according to 8§ 60 of Act no.
543/ 2002 on protection of nature and | andscape), so far there were not any
applications to State Environnmental Found (Envirofound).
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409. Does your country require environnmental inpacts assessnment for water
devel opnent projects and watershed activities?

a) no

b) yes X

410. Is your country strengtheni ng educati on and awareness programmes rel ating
to the conservation of inland water biodiversity?

a) no

b) relevant programres under devel opnent

c) yes, some programes and activities undertaken X

d) yes, conprehensive progranmes and activities undertaken

411. |'s your country collaborating with relevant stakehol ders within the
country and anmong countries in the planning and inpl enentati on of devel opnent
projects to better integrate inland water biodiversity with water resource
devel opnent ?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes (pl ease give sonme exanpl es) X

Furt her comments

| mpl ementation of the EU Directive 2000/ 60/ EC (Water Framework Directive)
requi res cooperation w th stakehol ders.

Mor eover other activities, e.g.DABLAS projects, |Inplementation of the
Protocol on Water and Health etc.

W are a Party in Convention of Protection and Sustainable Use of Danube
Ri ver.

412. Has your country revi ewed those incentives and regul ati ons that may
adversely affect inland water biodiversity?

a) no (please specify the reasons) X

b) revi ew under way

c) yes, review conpleted and potential adjustnent
proposed(pl ease provi de details)

d) yes, adjustnment made follow ng review (pl ease provide
detail s)

Further information on the review of those incentives and regul ati ons that
may adversely affect inland water biodiversity

413. Has your country devel oped research capacity needed to informthe
deci si on- maki ng process in a nulti-disciplinary and sectorally-integrated
manner ?

a) no X

b) rel evant programes under devel opnment

c) yes, limted capacity in place

d) yes, sufficient capacity in place
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414. Has your country adopted partici patory approaches to the nanagenent of
i nl and wat er ecosystens?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) under consideration

c) yes (please specify) X

Further information on the participatory approaches

A participatory approach

- with stakehol ders was applied to the managenent of wetlands habitats -
to reach favourable conservation status of protected areas/species. There
is a possibility for I andowners and occupiers to apply for financia
contribution to cover extra financial expenses connected with conservation
i nterests.

- State Nature Conservancy is in a contact with |andowners in PAs
desi gnation process in preparation of docunentation for PAs (managenent
pl ans).

415. Has your country inplenented those incentives and regul atory neasures
t hat have positive inpacts on inland water biodiversity?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes, incentives inplenmented (please provide details) X

Further information on those incentives and regul atory neasures that have
positive inmpacts on inland water biodiversity

I ncentives nmeasures — Proposed Sites of Comrunity | nportance, compensation
of restriction of economic activities of nature protection goals, donation
for farmers from Nati onal Rural Devel opnent Plan (for exampl e neasures
concerni ng biodiversity of wet meadows, etc.)

Regul at ory neasures — bi otopes protection, establishment of protected
areas, statenent of desion-nmakers.

Decision V/2. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranmme of
work on the biological diversity of inland water ecosystens
(i npl ementati on of decision IV/4)

416. |s your country supporting and/or participating in the River Basin
Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes

417. I's your country gathering information on the status of inland water
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) assessnents ongoi ng X

c) assessnents conpl eted

418. Is this infornati on avail able to other Parties?

a) no
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b) yes, through national report (please specify first or
second national report or both)

c) yes, through the CHM

d) yes, through other neans (please give details) X

Further comments on i nformati on available to Parties

There are Reports of the Environment Status of the Slovak Republic every
year (available at the web site also in English), where is also a chapter
of biodiversity included.

419. Has your country devel oped nati onal and/or sectoral plans for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of inland water ecosystens?

a) no

b) vyes, national plans only

c) yes, national plans and major sectors X

d) vyes, national plans and all sectors

420. Has your country inplenmented capacity-building nmeasures for devel opi ng
and i npl enenting these plans?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions

421. |s the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of wetlands, and of nigratory
species and their habitats, fully incorporated into your national strategies,
pl ans and programes for conserving bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no (please specify the linmting factors)

b) yes X

Further information on the limting factors

Pl ease |ist below constraints or inpedinments encountered by your
country in the inplenentation of this article and associ ated deci si ons.

- Lack of coordination of all stakehol ders invol ved
- No financial resources avail abl e
- Not enough of capacities to reach all of proposed goals
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Mari ne and coastal biological diversity — NOT PRIORITY TO SLOVAKI A

Decision 11/10 and Decision IV/5. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
mari ne and coastal biological diversity

422. Has your country revi ewed the programme of work specified in an annex to
t he decision, and identified priorities for national action in inplenmenting
t he programme of work?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes (please provide a list of priorities identified)

Further comments on review of programre of work and identified priorities

423. Does your national strategy and action plan pronote the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of marine and coastal biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes, limted extent

c) yes, significant extent

424. Has your country inplenented integrated mari ne and coastal area
managenment (1 MCAM i ncludi ng the establishnment and/or strengthening of
institutional, administrative and | egi slative arrangenents

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) arrangenents in place

425. Does your country integrate biodiversity concerns into all soci o-econonic
sectors inpacting the marine and coastal environnment?

a) no

b) yes, this is done with sone sectors

c) yes, this is done with all socio-econom c sectors
i npacting the mari ne and coastal environnent

426. Has your country identified key habitats for marine |living resources,
with a viewto further devel oping policies for action to prevent the physica
alteration and destruction of these habitats?

a) no

b) identification under way

c) yes, maps of key mari ne and coastal habitats devel oped
and being used in coastal managenent activities
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427. Does your country protect areas inportant for reproduction, such as
spawni ng and nursery areas?

a) no

b) protected areas inportant for reproduction being
i dentified

c) yes, protected areas identified and speci al neasures
established for their protection

d) yes, rehabilitation and/or restoration undertaken in
addition to i nplenmenting special protection neasures

428. Has your country inplenmented the ecosystem approach for the sustainable
managenment of nmarine and coastal |iving resources?

a) no

b) the principles of ecosystem approach being identified
for this purpose

c) yes, ecosystem approach inplenented for the nmanagenent
of marine and coastal |iving resources

429. Has your country established any marine and coastal protected areas?

a) no

b) yes, a few protected areas established but a network not
yet established

c) yes, a national network of marine and coastal protected
areas in place

430. Has your country devel oped criteria for the establishment and nmanagement
of marine and coastal protected areas?

a) no

b) relevant criteria under devel opnent

c) yes, relevant criteria devel oped and bei ng applied
(pl ease provide additional information in this regard)

Further comments on criteria devel oped

431. |s your country applying techniques ained at mininizing the adverse
i npacts of mariculture on marine and coastal biodiversity?

a) no

b) use of appropriate techni ques being investigated

c) yes, techniques being applied to mnimnm ze adverse
i npacts of mariculture (please provide further details
on types of techni ques)

Further comments on techni ques applied
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432. Has your country experienced introductions of invasive alien species in
the mari ne environnent?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide additional information)

c) not known

Further comments on introductions of invasive alien species

433. Has your country put in place |legal instrunents, guidelines or procedures
to prevent the introduction of invasive alien species in the marine and
coastal environment?

a) no

b) relevant instrunments and gui delines being proposed

c) yes, relevant instrunents and gui delines inpl enented

434. Has your country undertaken the eradi cation of invasive alien species in
the mari ne and coastal environment?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide additional information)

Further comments on eradication of invasive alien species

Decisions V/3 and VI/3. Progress report on the inplenentation of the
programe of work on marine and coastal biological diversity
(i npl emrentati on of decision IV/5)

435. Has your country reviewed the work plan on coral bleaching and identified
priorities for national action?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes

d) not rel evant X

436. |s your country inplenenting other measures in response to coral
bl eachi ng?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

c) not relevant X

Further comments on inplenentation of other measures
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437. |'s your country inplenenting neasures to prevent the physica

and destruction of coral reefs?

degr adati on

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify types of neasures)

c) not

rel evant

X

Further comments on nmeasures inplenented to prevent the physica
and destruction of cora

reefs

degr adati on

438. Has your

country inpl enmented neasures to involve |oca

comunities in the managenent of marine and costa

and i ndi genous
living resources?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide further information about types of
measur es)

Further comments on nmeasures inplenented to involve | oca
conmunities

and i ndi genous

Agricul tural biological diversity
Decision I111/11 and Decision |IV/6. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
agricultural biological diversity

439. Has your country identified and assessed rel evant ongoi ng activities and
exi sting instruments at the national |level in order to support the

i npl enent ati on of ongoi ng or new policies, programres and plans in the field
of agricultural biodiversity?

a) no

b) revi ew and assessnent in progress

d) yes, assessnent conpleted X

440. Has your country identified issues and priorities that need to be
addressed at the national |evel?

a) no

b) identification in progress

c) yes (please specify issues and priorities) X

Further comments on issues and priorities identified
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One of the specific objectives of the Rural Devel opnent Plan of the Slovak
republic 2004 — 2006 (RDP)is To guarantee environnental protection and

bi odi versity of rural environments, while taking care of sustainability of
utilisation of rural resources. One of the priorities of RDP is Protection
and i nprovenent of rural environment with gl obal objective: To guarantee
protection of all natural resources, to naintain and renew attractive

envi ronnent. Measure of the RDP “Agri-environnment and animal welfare” is
focused on To introduce agricultural production procedures for protection and
i mprovenent to the environment with specific objectives - To support
agricultural and pasture managenent with an appropriate intensity friendly to
the environment, To renew ecol ogical stability of agricultural |andscape

t hrough protection and renewal of the networks of eco-stabilisation elenents,
To keep | andscape and historical heritage on agricultural areas, To include
pl anni ng of environment protection into agricultural practice.

Conservation of cultural heritage for actual and future generation fromthe
pl ant genetic resources. Contribute for national devel opnment, food safety,
conservation and sustainabl e use of agriculture and for saving of

bi odi versity through conservation and utilisation plant genetic resources for
food and agricul ture.

441. |s your country using any nethods and indicators to nmonitor the inpacts
of agricultural devel opnent projects on biological diversity?

a) no

b) rel evant nethods and indi cators under devel opnent

c) yes, sone nethods and indicators devel oped and bei ng
used (pl ease provide details about nethods and X
i ndi cat ors used)

d) yes, conprehensive nethods and indicators devel oped and
used (pl ease specify)

Further comments on nmethods and indicators to nonitor the inpacts of
agricultural devel opnent projects

These tools are realised under the subneasure: Protection of sem natural and
natural grasslands. This is conponent of the Measure No. 2.5 —

Agroenvi ronnent of Rural devel opnent Pl an.

Soil nonitoring is based on the three | evels — physical and chenica
observations. Methods of biological parameters nonitoring are under
preparation.

I ndicators for “Agri-environnent and ani mal welfare” are based on the acreage
of area where the relevant schene is realised, nunber of projects, nunber of
subj ects of organic farm ng, nunber of animals, etc.

442. |s your country sharing experiences in the field of the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity with other Parties?

a) no

b) yes, through CHM

c) yes, through other neans (pl ease specify) X

Further comments on ot her nmeans of sharing experiences with other Parties
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Sl ovaki a share experiences with other Parties through workshops, trainings,
vocational education, conferences and sem nars as well as through bilatera
and nultilateral projects.

Exanpl es of projects are provided bel ow
inthe field of soil: wihin the 6" Framework Programme of the European Union
in the field of plant genetic resources:

— European Crop WIld Relative Diversity Assessnent and Conservation
“Forunt is project coordinated by University of Birni ngham UK

— Survey, collection, conservation and utilisation of plant genetic
resources and relative wild cultural plan species is project of Slovak-
Chi nese | STC,

— Conservation and utilisation of plant genetic resources and wild
species related to cultivated crops (Sl ovak-Chinese project),

— Mapping and col |l ection genetic diversity of plant genetic resources in
t he West Carpathi an and G eat Hungarian Pl ain (SlIovak-Hungarian
proj ect),

— Collecting, describing and utilisation of genetic resources in the
field crops in Slovenia and Sl ovaki a (Sl ovak- Sl oveni an project),

— Mapping of diversity and collection of indigenous Western Carpat hi an
pl ants and ternophyts of the Czech Republic (Slovak-Czech project),

— Survey and utilisation and protection of unconventional genetic plant
resources diversity in Slovakia and the Czech Republic (Sl ovak-Czech
proj ect).

In the field of farm ani mal s:

— Survey and utilisation and protection of unconventional genetic plant
resources diversity in Slovakia and the Czech Republic (Sl ovak-Czech
pr oj ect)

— FAO TCP project ,Strategy for active conservation of dual purpose
Pi nzgau breed" (participants: Austria, Romania, Slovakia)

— ERFP (European Regional Focal Point for Farm Aninmals) project ,Possible
way of conservation of nultipurpose Tsigai and other indigenous sheep
breeds in Central -, Eastern European and Bal kan countries*
(participants: Al bania, Bosnia and Herzegovi na, Czech Republic, G eece,
Hungary, Macedoni a, Pol and, Serbia and Mntenegro, Slovakia, Turkey)
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443. Has your country conducted case studies on the follow ng issues
identified by SBSTTA: i) pollinators, ii) soil biota, and iii) integrated
| andscape managenent and farm ng systens?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify bel ow the i ssues on which case
studi es have been conducted and where these case studies X
can be accessed)

Furt her comments on case studi es

444. |s your country establishing or enhanci ng mechani sns for increasing
publ i c awareness and understandi ng of the inportance of the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of agrobi odi versity conponents?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) nechanisns in place (please specify)

Further comments on the mechani sns for increasing public awareness of the
i mportance of the conservation and sustai nabl e use of agrobi odiversity
conmponent s

445. Has your country devel oped national strategies, programes and plans that
ensure the devel opnent and successful inplenentation of policies and actions
that | ead to the sustainabl e use of agrobiodiversity conponents?

a) no

b) devel opment of rel evant strategies, programres and pl ans
i n progress

c) sone strategies, progranmes and plans in place (please X
provi de detail s)

d) conprehensive strategies, programes and plans in place
(pl ease provide details)

Further comments on national strategies, programmes and pl ans

Sl ovak republic does not have a specific plan or strategy for agricultura

bi ol ogi cal diversity yet. As we nmentioned above, we have the Rura

Devel opnent Plan of the Slovak republic 2004 — 2006 and we are preparing a
new Rural Devel opnent Program for the period 2007 — 2013. In franme of RDP

one of the neasures is Agri-environment and ani mal wel fare which contains the
scheme Organic farnming. In this field, Slovak republic worked out the Action
pl an of the Organic farning

Nati onal Programme for Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agricul ture launched 2005.
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If yes, has your country taken into consideration elenments in (a) to (n)
i n paragraph 15 of Decision I11/11?

e) no X

f) yes (please specify)

Further comrents on consideration of elements in (a) to (n) in paragraph 15
of Decision Il11/11

446. |s your country pronoting the transformtion of unsustainable
agricultural practices into sustainable production practices adapted to | oca
biotic and abiotic conditions, in conformty with the ecosystem or integrated
| and use approach?

a) no

b) yes, limted extent X

c) yes, significant extent

447. Is your country pronmoting the use of farm ng practices which not only
i ncrease productivity, but also arrest degradation as well as reclaim
rehabilitate, restore and enhance bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes, linmted extent X

c) yes, significant extent

448. |s your country pronoting nmobilization of farm ng conmunities for the
devel opnent, mai ntenance and use of their know edge and practices in the
conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes, linmted extent X

c) yes, significant extent

449. |s your country helping to inplenment the G obal Plan of Action for the
Conservati on and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) yes X

450. |s your country collaborating with other Parties to identify and pronote
sust ai nabl e agricultural practices and integrated | andscape nanagenent, as
wel | as appropriate farm ng systens?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify relevant practices and case studi es) X

Furt her comments on col | aboration with other Parties

Exchange of information e.g. in area of agri-environnental practices.
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Decision V/5. Agricultural biological diversity: review of phase | of
the programe of work and adoption of a nmulti-year work progranme

451. Has your country revi ewed the programe of work annexed to the decision
and identified the means of inplenentation?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) yes (please specify means of inplenmentation)

Further comments on nmeans of inpl enentation

452. |s your country pronoting regional and thematic cooperation within this
framewor k of the programme of work on agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) rel evant cooperative programmes under devel opnent

C) sone cooperation in sone areas X

d) full cooperation in all areas

453. Has your country provided financial support for the inplenmentation of the
programme of work on agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) Yes, limted funds X

c) yes, significant funds (pl ease specify bel ow the
conmponents of the progranme of work to which these funds
have been all ocated and which activity these funds are
supporti ng)

Further comments on financial support

If a devel oped country Party -

454. Has your country provided financial support for inplenmentation of the
programe of work on agricul tural biological diversity, in particular for
capaci ty-buil di ng and case studies, in devel oping countries and countries
with economies in transition?

a) no

b) yes, within existing cooperation progranme(s) X

b) yes, including limted additional funds

c) yes, with significant additional funds

455. |s your country a Contracting Party to the Rotterdam Convention on the
Pri or I nformed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chem cals and
Pesticides in International Trade?

a) not a signatory X

b) signed, ratification in process
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c) instrunment of ratification deposited

456. |s your country supporting the application of the Executive Secretary for
observer status in the Cormittee on Agriculture of the World Trade
Or gani sati on?

a) no

b) yes X

457. Has your country col |l aborated with the International Initiative for the
Conservati on and Sustai nabl e Use of Pollinators |led by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of United Nations?

a) No

b) yes (pl ease provide nore details) X

Furt her comments on col |l aboration with the International Initiative for the
Conservation and Sustai nabl e Use of Pollinators

From FAO Programme we have concrete information of crosscutting initiatives
under CBD Programme related to agricultural biodiversity to the Internationa
Pollinators Initiative and Soil Biodiversity Initiative. In future we have
opportunity to participate on this international initiatives fromnationa

I evel .

458. Has your country provided to other Contracting Parties any information on
scientific assessnments relevant to genetic use restriction technol ogies
t hrough nedi a such as CHW?

a) no X

b) yes, through the CHM

c) yes, through national report (please specify first or
second national report or both)

d) yes, other neans

Further comments on informati on provided to other Contracting Parties

459. Has your country approved field testing and conmercial use of products
i ncorporating genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

b) no X

c) yes

460. Has your country consi dered how to address generic concerns regardi ng
such technol ogi es as genetic use restriction technol ogi es under internationa
and national approaches to the safe and sustai nabl e use of gernpl asn?

a) no X

b) under consideration

c) relevant nmeasures under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme neasures in place
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461. Has your country carried out scientific assessnents on inter alia
ecol ogi cal, social and econonic effects of genetic use restriction
t echnol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes, some assessnents nmade (pl ease provide details)

c) yes, mmjor assessnents nade (please provide details)

Further comments on the assessnents on ecol ogi cal, social and econonic
ef fects of GURT

462. Has your country dissem nated the results of scientific assessnments on
inter alia ecological, social and econonm c effects of genetic use restriction
t echnol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes, through the CHM

c) yes, other neans

463. Has your country identified the ways and neans to address the potenti al
i npacts of genetic use restriction technologies on the in situ and ex situ
conservation and sustai nabl e use, including food security, of agricultura
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no X

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone neasures identified (please provide details)

d) conprehensive neasures identified (please provide
det ai | s)

Further information on the ways and neans to address the potential inpacts of
genetic use restriction technologies on the in situ and ex situ conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biodiversity

464. Has your country assessed whether there is a need for effective
regul ations at the national |level with respect to genetic use restriction
t echnol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes, regul ati on needed

c) yes, regulation not needed

465. Has your country devel oped and applied such regul ations taking into
account, inter alia, the specific nature of variety-specific and trait-
speci fic genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes, devel oped but not yet applied
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c) yes, devel oped and applied (please provide details)

Further comments on the devel opnment and application of regul ations regarding
genetic use restriction technol ogi es

Annex to Decision V/5. Progranme of work on agricultural biodiversity

466. Has your country reported to the FAO Conm ssion on Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture on its activities related to the G obal Plan of Action
for the Conservati on and Sustai nabl e Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agricul ture?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide details) X

Further comments on activities reported

The Sl ovak Republic participates in reporting activities of the FAO

Commi ssi on on Cenetic Resources for Food for Food and Agriculture related to
the Plant Genetic Resources in accordance with the conclusion of the d oba
Pl an of Action for Conservation and Sustainable Uilization of PGR (Leipzig
Conference 1996). The Sl ovak experts participate at FAO work through

Commi ssi on on Genetic Resources and in negotiation of the Internationa
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. The Governnent of
the Sl ovak Republic adopted the access of the Slovak Republic to the
International Treaty of PRG and supports the fund for inplenentation of this
Treaty 2004. In this occasion the Slovak Republic participate in reporting
and preparing of FAO Funding Strategy Questioner in April 2005. The Sl ovak
Republic has National report on State of Plant Genetic Resources and Forest
Genetic Resources, which was prepared in accordance with inplenentation of
concl usi ons of Leipzig Conference. In parallel work in internationa
negotiation for preparing the International Treaty. The International Treaty
was prepared The National Act on Plant Genetic Resources. Through the

Agr eenent between FAO and CBD the Sl ovak experts cooperate in selected
articles to CBD

Progranme el enent 1. Assessnent

467. Has your country undertaken a conprehensive anal ysis of the status and
trends of the agricultural biodiversity and their underlying causes?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes, assessnent in progress X

c) yes, assessnent conpleted (please specify results)

Further comments on anal ysis of status and trends

468. Has your country contributed to relevant reports and assessnment of
di fferent conponents of agricultural biodiversity |led by FAO and ot her
or gani zati ons?
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a) no

b) yes, assessnent in progress

c) yes, assessnent conpleted (please specify X
report/assessnent and date of conpl eti on)

Further comments on contribution to reports and assessment of different
conmponents of agricul tural biodiversity

The Sl ovak Republic has contributed, for instance, to above-nentioned
report:

The Eval uation of the Inplenentation Word Food Summit — WFS (Ronme 1996, 2002)
in Slovakia in all five years and in this connection the Slovak Republic
supports the preparing process of Evaluation Report of the European
Conmunities to WFS (2004).

Nati onal Report on State of Animal Genetic Resources in Slovak Republic
prepared in 2004 as part of the First Report on State of the Wrld' s Ani ma
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. In connection the contribution of
the biodiversity to world food security problemthe Slovak Governnent,
institutions and experts support the inplenentation of the nationa
celebration of World Food Day 2004 to the thene “Biodiversity for Food
Security”, which was held on 16 October 2004 in Nitra, Slovakia.

In connection with the reporting process the Slovak experts participate al so
in activities of World Organi zation for Animal Health (O E). The Sl ovak
experts supported the workshop and di al ogue, which was organi zed i n FAO wor k
for supporting the genetic resources through sessions of FAO Council and FAO
Conference. In Slovak Republic supported the cooperation with I PGRI through
Pl ant Gene Bank (Plant Research Institute PieStany, Forestry Research
Institute, Technical University in Zvolen).

The Sl ovak Republic supports the FAO work in accordance with the docunent
with was revi ewed at Tenth Regul ar Sessi on of the Conmm ssion PRG from
position that the FAOw Il be leader in CBD's Programme of work in relation
to Agriculture, Fishery and Forestry and in this connection we appreciate the
preparation of the revised cooperati on between FAO and CBD — Menorandum

The Sl ovak Republic currently prepared the position to contribute in FAO
cooperation for preparing the national elenent for Second Report on State of
the Wrld s Plant Genetic Resources from position on existing FAO Program of
work is very inportant the cross-cutting initiative on biodiversity for food
and nutrition (future thematic role, study and other activities focus on
health and dietary diversity).

Very inportant contribution for national work is the ongoing solution, the
Nati onal Capacity Self Assessment — NCSA, a project of UNDP and CEF and the
Governnment of Slovak Republic (ME SR, MA SR) in inplenentation of Soi

Sci ences and Protection Research Institute Bratislava that include
strengthening the national capacity needs of global environnmental conventions
(CBD, UNFCC, UNCCD)

The SR participates in activities of the FAO Conm ssion on CGenetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture related to aninal genetic resources
(I'ntergovernnmental Technical Working Group) in context of the d obal Strategy
for the Managenent of Farm Aninmals. The SR al so participates in activities of
ERFP whi ch is the European inplenentation of FAO s d obal Strategy.

The SR contributes to FAO and EAAP ( European Associ ation for Ani mal
Producti on) data banks on donestic ani mal species and breeds.
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469. Has your country devel oped specific assessnent of additional conponents
of agricultural biodiversity such as on | oss of pollinators, pest nmanagenent
and nutrient cycling?

a) no

b) yes, assessnment in progress X

c) yes, assessnent conpleted (please specify results of
assessnent)

Further comrents on specific assessnent of additional conponents

470. Has your country carried out an assessnent of the know edge, innovations
and practices of farners and indi genous and | ocal comunities in sustaining
agricultural biodiversity and agro-ecosystem services for and in support of
food producti on and food security?

a) no

b) rel evant assessnment under way X

c) yes (please specify where informati on can be retrieved)

Further comrents on assessnent of the know edge, innovations and practices of
farmers and indi genous and | ocal conmunities

471. |s your country pronoting and devel opi ng assessnents of the interactions
bet ween agricultural practices and the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of
t he conponents of biodiversity referred to in Annex | to the Convention?

a) no X

b) rel evant assessnment under way

c) yes, basic assessnents nade

d) yes, thorough assessnments nade

472. Has your country devel oped net hods and techni ques for assessing and
monitoring the status and trends of agricultural biodiversity?

a) no

b) rel evant assessnment under way X

c) yes, nost nmethods and techni ques devel oped (pl ease

provi de bel ow rel evant details,

taking into

consi deration the elements (a) to (d) in activity 1.5

annexed to Deci sion V/6)

Furt her comrents on met hods and techni ques
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473. |s your country observing an overall degradation, status quo or
restoration/rehabilitation of the agricultural biodiversity since 1993 when
t he Convention entered into force?

a) no assessnent

b) yes, no change found

c) yes, overall degradation found (pl ease provide details
concerni ng those degraded areas)

d) yes — overall restoration or rehabilitation observed
(pl ease provide details bel ow concerning areas restored
or rehabilitated, including where relevant information
can be retrieved)

Furt her comments on observati ons

Since 1993 agricultural |andscape has been restored in consequence of
reducti on of chemicals, but a huge anpbunt of the |land was degradated in
consequence of abandon of farm ng.

474. Has your country identified the main constraints to conducting an
efficient and effective assessnent and nonitoring of agricultural biologica
di versity?

a) no constraints identified X

b) yes (pl ease specify the constraints identified)

Further comments on nain constraints identified

Programe el enent 2. Adaptive nanagenent

475. Has your country identified managenment practices, technol ogi es and
policies that pronote the positive and mitigate the negative inpacts of
agriculture on biodiversity, and enhance productivity and the capacity to
sustain livelihoods?

a) no

b) potential practices, technol ogi es and policies being
identified

c) yes, sone practices, technol ogies and policies
i dentified (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive practices, technol ogi es and policies
i dentified (please provide details)

Further comments on identified managenent practices, technol ogi es and
policies

Good farm ng practices — mnimal conditions for environnental protection —
Rural Devel opnent Pl an — Agri-environment and animal welfare.




152

476. Has your country carried out a series of case studies concerning nultiple
goods and services provided by the different |evels and functions of
agricultural biodiversity and the interaction between its various conponents?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease specify bel ow areas/conponents where these
case studi es have been nmade, taking into account the
el ements highlighted in activity 2.1)

Furt her comments on case studi es

477. |s your country pronoting methods of sustainable agriculture that enpl oy
management practices, technol ogi es and policies that pronote the positive and
mtigate the negative inpacts of agriculture on biodiversity, with particular
focus on the needs of farmers and indi genous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no (please specify the constraints)

b) yes (pl ease specify the methods) X

Further comments on the nmethods being pronoted as well as the main
constraints to pronoting the nethods

Practices of the part of agroenvironnment and LFA problens fromthe Rura
Devel opnent Pl an.

Good farm ng practices — mnimal conditions for environnental protection —
Rural Devel opnent Plan — Agri-environment and animal welfare

Programe el enent 3. Capacity-buil ding

478. Has your country increased the capacities of farners, indigenous and
| ocal communities, and their organi zati ons and ot her stakehol ders, to manage
sust ai nabl e agri cul tural biodiversity?

a) no
b) yes (pl ease specify areal/ conponent and target groups X
Wi th increased capacity)

Further comments on increased capacities of farners, indigenous and |oca
comunities, and their organi zations and ot her stakehol ders

Rural Devel opnent Pl an —Agri-environnent and ani nmal wel fare neasure and
Organic farmng schene — final beneficiaries are farmers (natural and |ega
persons maki ng business in primary agricultural production). Rura

Devel opnent Plan cane into force 13 May 2004.

479. Has your country put in place operational nechanisns for participation by
a wi de range of stakehol der groups to devel op genui ne partnershi ps
contributing to the inplenentation of the programme of work on agricultura

bi odi versity?

a) no

b) rel evant nmechani sms under devel opnent

c) potential mechanisns identified X
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d) yes, mechani sns in place

480. |s your country enhancing the capacity of indigenous and | ocal
communities for the devel opnent of strategi es and nmet hodol ogies for in situ
conservation, sustainable use and management of agricultural biologica

di versity?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent X

c) sone nmeasures identified but not inplenented

d) yes, sonme neasures being inplenmented

481. Has your country provi ded opportunities for farmers and | oca
conmuni ti es, and other stakehol der groups, to participate in the devel opnent
of national strategies, plans and programmes for agricultural biodiversity,
t hrough decentralized policies and plans, and |ocal governnent structures?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify the mechani sns) X

Furt her comments on opportunities provided

Rural Devel opnent Plan is a horizontal programm ng docunent. We have
cooperated with farmers and their conmmunities and groups, Slovak Chanber of
Agriculture and Food, Rural parlianment, Agri-eko forum State Protection of
Nature, Cities and nunicipalities association, etc.

482. Has your country identified and pronoted i nprovenents in the policy
envi ronnent, including benefit-sharing arrangenents and i ncentive neasures,
to support |ocal-1level managenent of agricultural biodiversity?

a) no

b) sone measures and arrangenents identified

c) relevant nmeasures and arrangenents under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme neasures and arrangenents being i npl emented X
(pl ease specify)

Further comments on identified and pronoted i nprovenents in the policy
envi r onnent

Agri-environmental neasure with horizontal capacity. Farners are supported
when they keep the special forms of agricultural |and managing in the
environnmental -friendly specified fornmns.

483. Is your country pronoting farnmers' networks and organi zati ons at the
regi onal | evel for exchange of information and experiences?

a) no

b) potential nmechanisns identified

c) relevant networks under devel opnment X

d) yes, sone networks in place
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484. Has your country identified the nmain constraints to strengthening the
capacities of farmers, indigenous and | ocal comunities, and their

or gani zati ons and ot her stakehol ders, to nmanage sustainably agricultura

bi ol ogi cal diversity so as to increase their benefits, and to pronote
awar eness and responsi bl e acti on?

a) no constraints identified X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on nmin constraints

Programme el enent 4. Mainstream ng

485. |s your country nmminstreanming or integrating national plans or strategies
for the conservation and sustai nable use of agricultural biodiversity in
sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programes?

a) no

b) rel evant revi ew under way

c) potential frameworks and nechani sns identified X

d) yes, mminstreanmed and integrated into sone sectora
pl ans and programmes (pl ease specify)

e) yes, mainstreamed and integrated into major sectora
pl ans and programes (pl ease provi de details)

Further comments on mainstrean ng and integrating national plans or
strategies in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and progranmes

In the Slovak Republic the Sectoral operational progranme: “Agricultural and
rural devel opnent” is inplenmented.

Rural Devel opnent Plan of the Slovak republic 2004 — 2006 with the Agri-
environnent and ani mal wel fare measure is the docunent on the national |eve
wor ked out under the regul ations of European Union (mainstreamn.

486. |s your country supporting the institutional framework and policy and
pl anni ng nmechani sns for the mainstream ng of agricultural biodiversity in
agricultural strategies and action plans, and its integration into w der
strategi es and action plans for biodiversity?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify nmeans of support) X

Further comments on support for institutional framework and policy and
pl anni ng nmechani sns

Sl ovaki a has adopted the Action Plan for the inplenentation of the Nationa
Strategy of biodiversity for the period 2003 - 2010.

Rural Devel opnent Plan of the Slovak republic 2004 — 2006 with the Agri-
envi ronnent and ani mal welfare nmeasure is the docunent on the national |eve
wor ked out under the regul ati ons of European Uni on (mainstreamnm.
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487. |s your country supporting the devel opment or adaptation of rel evant
systems of information, early warning and comruni cati on to enable effective
assessnents of the state of agricultural biodiversity and threats to it?

a) no

b) rel evant systens under devel opnment

c) relevant systens bei ng adapted

d) sone systens devel oped or adapted X

e) all systens devel oped or adapted

488. |s your country pronoting activities for the conservation, on farm in
situ, and ex situ, of the variability of genetic resources for food and
agriculture, including their wild relatives?

a) no

b) yes (please specify activities and conponent of

bi odi versity invol ved) X

Furt her comrents on pronoti on of conservation of the variability of genetic
resources for food and agriculture

Qur legislative solves this problens through specific |egal adjustnents.

All | andscape and farm ng activities have to be done in conpliance with The
Act No. 543/2002 Coll. of June 25, 2002 on Nature and Landscape Protection
and the other relevant national acts.

489. Has your country identified the main constraints to support the
devel opnent of national plans or strategies for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity and to pronote their
mai nstream ng and integration in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and

pr ogr ammes?

a) no constraints identified X

b) yes (pl ease specify the constraints identified)

Furt her comments on main constraints identified
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Decision VI/5. Agricultural biological diversity

490. Has your country reviewed the steps for further inplenmentation of the
programe of work annexed to the decision and identified the neans of
i mpl ement ati on?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) yes (please specify means of inplenmentation)

Furt her comrents on the means of inplenmentation

491. Has your country submitted case studies on its experiences wth
mai nstream ng matters related to agricultural biodiversity in their plans,
programes and strategi es?

a) no X

b) yes

492. |s your country contributing to the inplenentation of the Internationa
Pol linators Initiative?

a) no X

b) Yes

493. Has your country all ocated adequate and tinely financial support to the
i mpl enent ati on of the Plan of Action for the International Pollinators
Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes, limted funds

c) yes, significant funds

494. |s your country participating in the devel opnent of the Internationa
Initiative for the Conservation and Sustai nable Use of Soil Biodiversity?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on participation in the devel opnent of the Internationa
Initiative for the Conservation and Sustai nable Use of Soil Biodiversity

495. |s your country participating in the devel opnent of the first Report on
the State of World s Animal Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) yes, country reports submtted X
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If a devel oped country Party -

496. Has your country provi ded adequate and tinely support to devel opi ng
countries and countries with econonies in transition to enable themto
participate fully in the process of preparation of the first report on the
State of World s Ani mal Genetic Resources?

a) no X

b) rel evant col |l aborative programres under devel opnent

b) yes

497. |s your country protecting native species and associ ated traditiona
know edge to pronote the sustainable use and in situ devel opnent of genetic
resources?

a) no

b) potential neasures under review

c) sone nmeasures identified

d) yes, sonme neasures being inplenmented X

If a devel oping country Party or country with econony in transition -

498. Has your country requested financial assistance fromthe d oba
Environnent Facility for funding the activities for conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

Furt her comrents on financial assistance requested fromthe G oba
Environnent Facility
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Annex |l to Decision VI/5. Plan of Action for the Internationa
Initiative for the Conservation and Sustai nable Use of Pollinators

499. |Is your country monitoring the status and trends of pollinators?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify neans or nethods of nonitoring) X

Furt her comrents on the means or methods of nonitoring

There has been investigated species conposition of pollinating

I nsecta on various crops for approximtely 25 years in many regions of the
Sl ovak Republi c.

500. Has your country made an assessnent of the econom c val ue of pollinators
and of different crop-pollinator-pollination systenf

a) no

b) assessnent under way X

c) yes, sone results avail able (please specify nethods and
results of assessnent)

Further comments on assessnent of econom c val ue of pollinators and of
di fferent crop-pollinator-pollination system

501. Has your country made an assessnent of the state of scientific and
i ndi genous know edge on pol |linator conservation?

a) no

b) assessnent under way X

c) yes (please specify nmethods and results of assessnent)

Further comments on assessnent of the state of scientific and indi genous
knowl edge on pol | inator conservation

502. I's your country promoting the devel opnent of identification keys for bee
gener a?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent X

c) yes (please specify neasures taken for this purpose)

Further comments on the devel opnent of identification keys for bee genera
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503. Has your country carried out a series of case studies concerning the
goods and services provided by pollinator diversity and the interaction
between its various conponents?

a) no X
b) yes (pl ease specify those case studies already carried
out)
Further comments on case studies

504. Is your country building taxonom c capacity to carry out inventories of
pol linator diversity and distribution?

a) no

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent X

c) yes
505. Has your country devel oped tools and nechani sns for the international and
regi onal exchange of information for the conservation, restoration and
sust ai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no

b) relevant tools and nmechani sms under devel opnent X

c) yes, sone tools and mechani sns devel oped (pl ease

speci fy)
Further comments on the devel opnment of tools and nechani sns

506. Has your
rel ated di mensi ons of agricul tural
bi odi versity strategy and action p

country integrated considerations of pollinator

diversity and
bi odi versity into its nationa
an, as well as into planning processes in

the agricultural sector?
a) no
b) under consideration X
c) yes
507. Is your country strengthening national institutions to support taxonomny

of bees and other pollinators?

a) no

b) potential neasures identified

c) yes (please specify means of
st rengt heni ng)

institutiona

Furt her comments on neans of instit

uti onal strengthening
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508. Has your country included considerations of pollinator diversity and
rel ated di nensi ons of agricultural biodiversity in formal educationa
programmes at all |evels?

a) no

b) relevant programres under devel opnent

c) sone dinmensions included X

d) nost di nmensions incl uded

Pl ease |ist below constraints or inpedinents encountered by your
country in the inplenentation of this article and associ ated deci si ons.

Bet ween constraints or inpedinments in our country bel ongs very | ow
nunber of research workers to be engaged in investigation of

pol linating activities of various Insecta. Interest of the agricultura
practice on pollination research results is in the Slovak Republic

i nsufficient nowadays.

Furt her coments on inplenentation of the programe of work and
associ at ed deci si ons

Comments to question 494: Now Slovak republic is participating mainly
on national level. In frame of CBD we have international contracts on
bi odi versity restoration
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Forest biol ogical diversity
Deci sion VI/22. Forest biological diversity

509. Has your country revi ewed the expanded progranme of work annexed to
Deci sion VI/22?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) review conpleted and priority actions identified (please
provide a list of priority actions identified)

Further comments on revi ew of expanded programe of work and identified
priority actions

U

510. Has your country allocated financial resources for the inplenentation of
t he expanded programe of work?

a) no

b) under consideration X

c) yes (please provide detailed informtion)

Further comments on all ocated financi al resources

The National Forest Programme has been under development. It will integrate
certain elenments of the Work Programe on Forest Biological Diversity.

511. I's your country collaborating with any regional or internationa
organi zations in the inplementation of the expanded programe of work?

a) no

b) rel evant coll aborative programres under devel opnent

c) some activities being undertaken (please specify the
or gani zati ons your country is collaborating wth)

Further comrents on col | aboration with regional or internationa
or gani zat i ons

M ni sterial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in Europe,

Eur opean Forest CGenet Resources Network EUFORGEN at the | PGRI (Internationa
Pl ant Gentic Resources Institute),

Pan- Eur opean Forest Certification System

Pro-Silva: The European NGO and network of denonstration areas for close-to-
nature forest nanagenent.

512. Has your country incorporated rel evant objectives of the expanded
programme of work into its national biodiversity strategies and action pl ans
and national forest progranme?

a) no

b) yes X
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513. Has your country provi ded adequate and tinely support to facilitate the
i nternati onal and regional actions identified in the expanded programre of
wor k?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide rel evant details)

Further comments on support provided to facilitate international and regi ona
actions

514. I's your country devel opi ng cl oser collaboration with other countries for
the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of transboundary forest ecosystens and
popul ati ons of species?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease indicate which countries) X

Furt her comments on col | aborati on with ot her countries

Cooperation devel oped with Poland, Czech Republic, Hungary

Pol and: Ecosystens: Tatra National Park, Species: European bison, European
chamoi x, Priority Areas: Protection of Forests in the Crossborder Areas)

515. I's your country fostering cooperation and synergy between the expanded
programme of work under CBD and the nulti-year programe of work under UNFF?

a) no

b) yes X

Further comments on cooperation and synergy between the expanded progranme of
wor k under CBD and the nulti-year programe of work under UNFF

Partially: participation of the Slovak representatives in relevant processes
and actions of the UNFF.
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Expanded Programme of Work on Forest Biological Diversity
Progranme El enent 1: Conservation, Sustainable Use and Benefit-sharing

516. Is your country applying the ecosystem approach to the nmanagenent of al
types of forests?

a) no

b) potential neasures being identified

c) yes, in sonme types of forests (please specify neasures
undert aken)

d) yes, in nost types of forests (please specify neasures X
undert aken)

Further comments on application of the ecosystem approach to nanagenent of
forests

Soi | erosion control, aval anche control neasures.
Forest Managenent Models differentiated according to the natural forest

regions (47), natural forest types (350), actual structure of forest
vegetation (35 Forest Managenent Types) and condition of the forest cover.

517. |I's your country reducing the threats and nitigating the inpacts of
t hreat eni ng processes on forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) potential neasures being identified

c) relevant nmeasures and practices under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme neasures being inplenmented (please provide
further details about these nmeasures)

e) yes, conprehensive neasures being inplenmented (please X
provi de further details about these neasures)

Further comments on nmeasures to reduce threats and mtigate the inpacts of
t hreat eni ng processes on forest biodiversity

Forest Policy Concept recogni ses as one of its objectives sustainable

devel opnent of the forest and conservation of forest biodiversity.

Forest Policy and Forest law instruments are reflected in the 10 years Forest
Managenment Pl ans.

National Criteria of the forest certification devel oped and pronoted.

Management of all types of forests is carried out under forest nanagenent
pl ans.

Forest Managenent Models differentiated according to the natural forest
regions (47), natural forest types (350), actual structure of forest
vegetation (35 Forest Managenent Types) and condition of the forest cover.
For est Managenent Pl anning is conpul sory for all forest hol dings.

National Criteria and |Indicators of Sustai nable Forest Managenent devel oped

in 2004. Report on the Status of Forests and Forestry, presented to the
parliament annually, will follow these criteria this year and in the future.
Nati onal PEFC Centre (Pan-European Forest Certification) system has been
under devel opnent since 2001. Its full accreditation, after conpletion of the
pilot certification project, is expected in 2005. FSC Certificate awarded to
1 larger state-owned holding + 2 group-certification schenes conpl et ed.
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518. Is your country taking neasures to protect, recover and restore forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) potential neasures being identified

c) rel evant neasures under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme neasures being inplenmented (pl ease specify)

e) yes, conprehensive neasures being inplenmented (please X
speci fy)

Further comments on measures to protect, recover and restore forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity

Wthin Forest Managenent Plans stand conposition is determ ned on the basis
of appropriate site types of wood species.

Restorati on neasures taken at the local scale in the forests danaged by | ong-
| asting transboundary air pollution in North-western Slovakia, Tatra Nationa
Park and Spis Region.

519. Is your country pronoting the sustainable use of forest biologica
di versity?

a) no

b) relevant programes under devel opnent

c) yes, some neasures being inplenmented (please specify)

d) yes, conprehensive neasures being inplemented (please

speci fy) X

Further comments on the pronotion of the sustainable use of forest biologica
diversity

Management of all types of forests is carried out under forest nmanagenent
pl ans.

Net wor k of Forest Gene Reserves + voluntary conservation of econonically
val uabl e forest genetic resources in situ (approved stands, reproductive

pl antations) and ex situ (seed orchards, clonal orchards).

National Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable Forest Managenent devel oped
in 2004.

Report on the Status of Forests and Forestry, presented to the parlianent
annually, will follow these criteria this year and in the future

Nati onal PEFC Centre (Pan-European Forest Certification) system has been
under devel opnent since 2001. Its full accreditation, after conpletion of the
pilot certification project, is expected in 2005.

520. I's your country promoting access and benefit-sharing of forest genetic
resources?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease specify policies, nmeasures and regul ati ons

adopted in this field) X

Further comments on the pronotion of access and benefit-sharing of forest
genetic resources
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Act No. 217/2004 on forest reproductive material.

Legal consolidation and harnoni sation with the European uni on by neans of the

-Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic no. 571/2004 on Forest
Reproductive Material and change of sone acts.

Decree of the Mnistry of Agriculture of the Slovak Republic no. 571/2004 on
sources of forest reproductive material, its collection, production
mar ket i ng and use.

Progranme El enent 2:Institutional and Soci o-econom ¢ Enabli ng
Envi r onment

521. I's your country enhancing the institutional enabling environnent for the
conservati on and sustai nabl e use of forest biological diversity, including
access and benefit-sharing?

a) no
b) yes (pl ease specify bel ow neasures or steps taken in X
this regard)

Further comments on the enhancenment of the institutional enabling environnent
for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biological diversity,
i ncl udi ng access and benefit-sharing

Ref orm of institutions in forestry sector is under preparation

522. I's your country addressing soci o-economc failures and distortions that
| ead to decisions that result in | oss of forest biological diversity?

a) no

b) revi ew under way

c) yes, sone problens identified and some neasures being
taken (pl ease specify results of review and nmeasures X
t aken)

d) yes, conplete review conpleted and sonme neasures bei ng
taken (pl ease specify results of review and nmeasures
t aken)

Furt her comments on revi ew of socio-economic failures and distortions that
|l ead to decisions that result in |oss of forest biological diversity

Sl ovaki a make effort to elimnate soci o-econonmic failures and distortions by
application of the Act on EIA. .

Partial assessment of conservation status of forest habitats was nade in the
framewor k of preparation for the EU s conservation network Natura 2000 in
Slovakia in a project funded by the Dani sh DANCEE programre in 2003-2004.

523. I's your country increasing public education, participation and awar eness
for the purpose of conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biologica
di versity?
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a) no

b) relevant programes under devel opnent

c) yes, sonme programes being inplenmented (please specify) X

c) yes, conprehensive progranmes being inpl emented (please
speci fy)

Further comments on increasing public education, participation and awareness
for the purpose of conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biologica
di versity

Regul ar lectures on this topic available for public (adults, children), TV
programes and fil ns.

Nat i onal Forest Programe has been under devel opnment since 2004.

National Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable Forest Managenent devel oped
in 2004. Report on the Status of Forests and Forestry, presented to the
parliament annually, will follow these criteria this year and in the future
Nati onal PEFC Centre (Pan-European Forest Certification) system has been

under devel opnent since 2001. Its full accreditation, after conpletion of the
pilot certification project, is expected in 2005.

Progranme El ement 3: Know edge, Assessnment and Monitoring

524. Has your country devel oped a general classification of forests on various
scales in order to inprove the assessnent of the status and trends of forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes X

525. Is your country inproving know edge on and nethods for the assessnent of
the status and trends of forest biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide further details) X

Further comments on inprovement of knowl edge on and met hods for the
assessnment of the status and trends

Nat i onal Forest Inventory based on fixed sanple plots |aunched 2004.

Assessnent of the Forest Habitats and Species of the Comunity (EU)
i nportance carried out in 2004.

National criteria and indicators of their conservation status (favourable or
unf avour abl e) devel oped.

526. I's your country inmproving understanding of the role of forest
bi odi versity and ecosystem functi oni ng?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide rel evant details) X

Further comments on the inprovenment of the understanding of the role of
forest biodiversity and ecosystem functi oni ng
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Regul ar | ectures on this topic available to public (adults, TV

programes and fil ns.

Qutside of forestry and nature conservation sectors, related nmatters receive
very low publicity and have not been a political priority.

chil dren),

527. Is your country inproving the infrastructure for data and i nformation
managenent for accurate assessnent and nonitoring of gl obal forest
bi odi versity?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease provide rel evant details) X
Further comments on the inprovenent of the infrastructure for data and

i nformati on managenent

Moni toring forest ecosystens through ecol ogica
managenment pl ans devel opnent.

Nati onal Forest Inventory based on fixed sanple plots |launched in 2004.

The National Forest Information System and conventional (standw se) forest

i nventory shall be inproved in order to match with the National Criteria and
I ndi cators of Sustainabl e Forest Managenent (devel oped 2004).

Criteria for assessing conservation status devel oped for forest habitats of
the Community (EU) inportance in relation to the Natura-2000 systemin
Sl ovaki a.

surveys within forest

Bi ol ogi ca
— NOT DI RECTLY RELEVANT TO SLOVAKI A

Deci sion V/ 23 and Decision VI/4. |Inplenentation of Programe of Work on
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity in dryland,
Medi terranean, arid, senmi-arid, grassland and savannah ecosystens

diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands

528. Has your country revi ewed the programme of work annexed to the deci sion

and identified howto inplenment it?
a) no
b) under review
c) yes
529. I's your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially,

at the national and regional levels, the activities identified in the

programme of work?

a) no
b) yes, to a linmted extent
c) yes, to a significant extent

530. Has your

country integrated actions under the progranme of work of dry

and sub-humid |ands into its nationa

bi odi versity strategies and action

pl ans (NBSAP) of the CBD or the Nationa

Action Programme (NAP) of the UNCCD?

a) no
b) yes, to a linmted extent
c) yes, to a significant extent

531. Has your

country undertaken nmeasures to ensure synergistic/collaborative
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i npl ementati on of the programme of work between the national UNCCD process
and ot her processes under rel ated environnmental conventions?

a) no

b) yes, sone |inkages made (pl ease provide details)

c) yes, extensive |linkages made (pl ease give details)

Furt her coments on the nmeasures to ensure the synergistic/collaborative
i mpl enentati on of the programme of work between the national UNCCD processes
and ot her processes under rel ated environnmental conventions

The NAP to UN CCD is under el aboration. So no common activity with UN CBD was
reali sed. The UN CCD national structures has devel oped cl oser cooperation
wi th national UN FCCC structures.

532. Has your country assessed and anal ysed informati on of the state of

dryl and bi ol ogi cal diversity and the pressures on it, to dissem nate existing
know edge and best practices, and to fill know edge gaps in order to
deternm ne adequate activities?

a) no

b) assessnent ongoi ng

C) yes, sonme assessments made

d) yes, a conprehensive assessnent undertaken

Further comrents on the relevant infornmation on assessnents of the status and
trends, e.g. participation in relevant global, regional, nationa
assessnments; webpage addresses of relevant docunentation

533. Has your country identified specific areas within dry and sub-huni d | ands
of particular value for biological diversity and/or under particular threat?

a) no

b) yes, some areas identified and protective nmeasures are
bei ng pl anned

c) yes, many areas identified and protective neasures in
pl ace

534. Hs your country set specific targets for the protection of such areas of
particul ar val ue for each ecosystem under consi deration?

a) no

b) yes, some targets devel oped and rel evant neasures being
pl anned (pl ease provi de details)

c) yes, many targets set and protective neasures in place
(pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the identification of areas of particul ar val ue and/ or
under threat and targets devel oped and i npl enent ed
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535. Has your country devel oped explicit indicators for use in the assessnment
of status and trends of biological diversity in dry and sub-hum d | ands?

a) no

b) sone indicators devel oped and bei ng tested (pl ease
provi de detail s)

c) a conprehensive set of indicators being applied in the
systemati c assessnment of status and trends (please
provi de detail s)

Further comments on the devel opment of indicators for use in the assessnent
of status and trends of biological diversity in dry and sub-hum d | ands

536. Are specific studies/projects being undertaken to help build the
knowl edge on ecol ogi cal, physical and social processes that affect the
bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hunmi d | ands?

a) no

b) sonme studi es/projects under way or planned

c) a well devel oped national research framework in place
and informati on systematically gathered (pl ease provide
det ai | s)

Furt her comrents on the studies/projects undertaken to help build the
knowl edge on ecol ogi cal, physical and social processes that affect the
bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hunmi d | ands

537. I's your country undertaki ng some studies/projects that aimto identify

| ocal and gl obal benefits of biological diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands,
i ncluding the interrel ati onship between biodiversity, the | oss thereof and
poverty?

a) no

b) sone studi es/projects under way or planned

c) conprehensive information on these issues avail able
(pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the studies/projects that aimto identify |Iocal and

gl obal benefits of biological diversity of dry and sub-humi d | ands (including
i nformati on on contact addresses of relevant institutions undertaking such
studi es/ projects, lists of publications and webpage addresses of rel evant
docunent ati on)

538. I's your country identifying and eval uati ng best managenent practices
systematically and desseninating these informati on nore wi dely?

a) no
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b) sone best nmanagenent practices in place but need to be
eval uated and docunented (please provide details)
c) many best practices known, well docunented and readily
avail abl e (pl ease provide details)
Further comments on the best managenent practices

539. Has your country taken measures to inplenment the proposals for targeted

actions, as specified in Part B of Annex | of Decision V/23, i.e. Activities
7,8 and 9?
a) no

b) sonme measures

taken (pl ease provide details)

C) many measures

taken (pl ease provide details)

Furt her comments on

the nmeasures taken to inplenent the proposals for

targeted actions as specified in Part B of Annex | of Decision V/23

540. Has your country inplenmented the above-nenti oned activities (Activities
7,8 and 9 in Part B of the programe of work on dry and sub-hum d | ands) in

the ways as identified in Part B?
a) no
b) yes
If yes, in what way has your country inplenmented the activities nentioned
above?

c) capacity buil ding

d) denonstration sites

e) case studies

f)

i nproved consul tation

g) enhanced coordi nati on between CBD and UNCCD
i npl enent ati on

h) partnerships

Further comrents on the ways and neans of inpl enentation

541. Has your country taken neasures to strengthen nationa
i ncludi ng | ocal capacities,
wor k?

capaciti es,
to enhance the inplenentation of the progranme of

a) no

b) some neasures taken

c) conprehensive neasures taken

d) all identified capacity needs net
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Deci sion V/20. Operations of the Convention

542. Does your country take into consideration gender bal ance, involvenent of
i ndi genous and | ocal conmmunities and the range of relevant disciplines and
expertise, when nom nating experts for inclusion in the roster?

a) no X

b) yes

543. Has your country actively participated in subregional and regi ona
activities in order to prepare for Convention neetings and enhance
i npl enent ati on of the Convention?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

544. Has your country undertaken a review of national programes and needs
related to the inplenmentation of the Convention and, if appropriate, infornmed
t he Executive Secretary?

a) no

b) under way X

c) yes

Deci sion VI/27 B. Operations of the Convention

545. Has your country subnmitted to the Executive Secretary witten conments
and proposals regarding the retirement of decisions and el ements of decisions
adopted at the third and fourth neetings of the Conference of the Parties?

a) no X

b) yes

546. |s your country strengtheni ng regional and subregi onal cooperation
enhancing the integration and pronoting synergies with rel evant regi onal and
subr egi onal processes?

a) no

b) yes, to a linmted extent (please provide further
detail s)

c) yes, to a significant extent (please provide further
detail s)

Further comments on regi onal and subregi onal cooperation and processes

Exapm e is provided for forest sector
Both GOs and NGOs participate in the foll owi ng processes:
M ni sterial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in Europe,

Eur opean Forest Genet Resources Network EUFORGEN at the I PGRI (Internationa
Pl ant Gentic Resources Institute),

Pan- Eur opean Forest Certification System

Pro-Silva: The European NGO and network of denonstration areas for close-to-
nature forest nmanagenent.
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Pro-Silva: The European NGO of forest owners. National network of
denonstration areas for close-to-nature forest managenent established as a
part of the w der Europe-w de networKk.

If a devel oped country Party -

547. Is your country supporting the work of existing regional coordination
mechani sms and t he devel opnment of regi onal and subregi onal networks or
processes?

a) no

b) related programres under devel opnment

c) yes, included in existing cooperation frameworks (please X
provi de details)

d) yes, sonme cooperative activities ongoing (please provide
detail s)

Further comments on support for the work of existing regional coordination
mechani snms and t he devel opnment of regi onal and subregi onal networks or
processes

M ni sterial Conferences “Environnent for Europe”
M ni sterial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in Europe,

Eur opean Forest Genet Resources Network EUFORGEN at the I PGRI (Internationa
Pl ant Gentic Resources Institute),

Pan- Eur opean Forest Certification System

Pro-Silva: The European NGO of forest owners. National network of

denonstration areas for close-to-nature forest managenent established as a
part of the w der Europe-w de networKk.

548. |s your country working with other Parties to strengthen the existing
regi onal and subregi onal mechani sns and initiatives for capacity-building?

a) no X

b) yes

549. Has your country contributed to the assessnment of the regional and
subr egi onal nechani sns for inplenmentation of the Convention?

a) no
b) yes, to a linmted extent (please provide further X
detail s)

c) yes, to a significant extent (please provide further
detail s)

Further comments on contribution to the assessnment of the regional and
subr egi onal nechani sns

Sl ovaki a participated in Capacity Devel opnent Initiative, nost particularly
in the assessnent of the capacity devel opnment needs for inplenenting of the
CBD at the EECA region( Eastern Europe and Central Asia). Expert from

Sl ovaki a coordi nated regi onal assessnment of capacity devel opnment needs.
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Strategic Plan of the Convention

Decision VI/26. Strategic Plan for the Convention on Biol ogica
Di versity

550. Has your country reviewed its activities, especially its nationa
bi odi versity strategy and action plan (NBSAP) in the |ight of the Strategic
Pl an for the Convention on Biological Diversity?

a) no

b) revi ew under way X

c) yes (please provide details)

Furt her comments on review of activities

Annex to Decision VI/26. Strategic Plan for the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity

551. Has your country inproved financial, human, scientific, technical and
t echnol ogi cal capacities to inplenent the Convention?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease el aborate) X

Further comments on inprovement of capacity

Capacities strengthened as a side-effect of accession process of the country
into EU.

552. Does your country have adequate capacity for inplenmentation of priority
actions in its national biodiversity strategy and action plan?

a) no

b) yes, limted capacity (please provide further details) X

c) yes, sufficient capacity (please provide further
detail s)

Further comments on capacity for inplenentation of priority actions

In the Slovak Republic the conplex institutional basis exists to inplenment
strategy, policy, legislation and prograns. At the institutional Ievel,
however, planning is not connected to the conceptual and strategic planning
and during the decision-making on the allocation of resources strategic
priorities are not taken into consideration. This results in insufficient
ability to inplenent approved strategies and progranms. Activities of
particular institutions are in many cases nodified and accommpdated to the
opportunities of financing via the external (not from the state budget)
resources, noving the priority needs. On the ohter hand, the approach to the
external resources (outside the state budget) and the grow ng capacities of
the institutions, including the ones in the public sector, to uwilize these
resources nmeans a positive stinmulation to inplement the strategy, policy,
| egislation and prograns, including the NBSAP. The use of expert and
techni cal background within the private sector and NGOs also creates
opportunities to i nprove current situation
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If a devel oping country Party or country with econony in transition -

553. Has your country recei ved adequate resources to inplenent the three
obj ectives of the Convention?

a) no, due to |ack of resources

b) yes, sone resources avail abl e X

c) yes, sufficient resources avail able

If a devel oping country Party and a country with econony in transition

554. Does your country receive increased resources and transfer of technol ogy
for inmplementing the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety?

a) no, limted resources and technol ogy transfer

b) no, very limted resources and technol ogy transfer

c) yes, sone resources avail able and transfers of X
t echnol ogy undertaken to sonme extent

d) yes, significant resources available and transfers of
t echnol ogy

555. Does your country have adequate capacity to inplenent the Cartagena
Prot ocol on Bi osafety?

a) no, very limted capacity (please provide further

detail s)
b) no, limted capacity (please provide further details)
c) yes, sone capacities established X

d) yes, conprehensive capacities established/avail abl e

Further comments on capacity to inplenent the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

556. I's your country building capacity through technical and scientific
cooper ation?

a) no

b) yes (pl ease el aborate) X

Further comments on capacity-buil ding through technical and scientific
cooper ation

During the preparation of the capacities for the nature conservation and

bi odi versity protection as new EU nenber country a broad technical and
scientific cooperation was devel oped with EU nenber states as well as with
ot her accession countries.

Forestry: The UN FAO has provided technical assistance via 2 technica
cooperation projects (1998-2002) ainmed at the inprovenent of the

sustai nability of forest managenent through the |egal reform and support to
the forest owners.
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557. Does your country have effective national strategies, plans and
programmes in place to provide a national framework for inplenenting the
three obj ectives of the Convention?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes, some strategies, plans and programes in place X
(pl ease provide further details)

c) yes, conprehensive strategies, plans and programes in
pl ace (pl ease provide further details)

Further comments on national strategies, plans and programres in place

Conservation of biological diversity, protection and w se use of natural
recourses, optimzing the spatial structure and wuse of |andscape are
consi dered one of five priorities of the state environnental policy®.

Nati onal Biodiversity Strategy (hereinafter as NBS) is a specific strategic
docunent for the inplenentation of the Convention in Slovakia!®. NBS reflects
the ambition of SR for the conprehensive and bal anced inplenentation of the
Convention as a whole. It does not define clear priorities hut rather sets
out 24 objectives for reinforcement of the conservation of biological
diversity and sustainable wuse of its conmponents in Slovakia. For the
achi evement of these objectives, NBS defines 126 strategic directions all
together1ll. Strategy does not contain mneasurable indicators, which would
enabl e an objective assessment of its inplenentation

NSOB is inplemented through the action plans (hereinafter as AP NBS).
I npl ementation of AP NBS is nmonitored and evaluated wthin three-year-
intervals. Governnent of SR is informed on results of evaluation. However,
evaluation if based on checking of which activities are inplenmented without
assessing the inpact of particular inplenented activities on the status of
bi odi versityl2. At the sub-national level, (e.g. at level of county office)
there is no tradition to develop strategies on the conservation of biological
di versity and sustai nable use of its components.

Government of SR, through its Resolution of the No. 978/2001 approved anot her
i nport ant strategic docunent - Nat i onal Strategy on the Sustainable
Devel opment of SR (NSSD)13. Biodiversity related issues (i.e. biodiversity
loss) is not however included anbng 28 primary problem areas or strategic
objectives of the NSSD of SR And it is in spite of the fact that
bi odi versity issues have their own place in the global or regional agenda for
sust ai nabl e devel oprent.

9 State environmental policy was approved by the Government Resolution No. 18/1992. Strategy, Principles and
Priorities of the State Evironmental Policy is the basic strategic document (Government Resolution No. 619/1993 and
Resolution of the National Council (NC) of SR N0.339/1993).

10 NBS in Slovakia was approved through the Government Resol ution No.
231/ 1997 and through the Resolution of NC SR No. 676/ 1997. NBS was devel oped
with financial support of GEF.

11 Text of NBS is available at the webpage: www. enviro. gov. sk.

12 cCurrently there is AP NBS for period of 2003 - 2010 under
i mpl enent ati on.

13 NsSSD of SR was developed within the project " Support of the
Sust ai nabl e Developnent in the Slovak Republic g which was inplenented with
the financial support from UNDP in 1999 - 2001. The project was inplnmented by
REC Sl ovaki a and ME supervised is.
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Besides NBS and AP NBS there are sectoral strategies, prograns and plans,
which in a different way relates to the conservation of biological diversity
and the sustainable wuse of its conponents. These, however, represent
responses to on-going initiatives. However, planning in general has week co-
ordination and integration with existing strategic docunments. One of the
effects of the "planning inflation" is difficult orientation for various
st akehol ders as well|l as decision-makers in priorities.

Exanpl es of sectoral strategies

Forestry: National Forest Programe has been under devel opnent since 2004.
Nat i onal Biodiversity Strategy (NBS 1998)

Nat i onal Sustainable Strategy (NST 2001)

Strategy on Alien Invasive Species

Nat i onal Forest and Ti mber Devel opnent Concepti on

Criteria and Indicators o Sustainable Forest Managenent

Nati onal Programme for Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agricul ture

558. Does your country have a regulatory franework in place to inplenment the
Cart agena Protocol on Biosafety?

a) no

b) related regul atory framework under devel opnent

c) yes, sone regulations in place

d) yes, a conprehensive set of regulations in place X

559. Has your country integrated biodiversity concerns into relevant sectora
and cross-sectoral plans, progranmes and policies?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) revi ew under way

c) yes, biodiversity concerns integrated into sone sectora
and cross-sectoral plans, programes and policies X
(pl ease specify)

d) yes, biodiversity concerns integrated into major
sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, progranmes and
pol i cies (please specify)

Further comments on integration of biodiversity concerns into rel evant
sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies

Agri cul ture:
Agroenvironnental Schemes | aunched 2004,

Nat i onal Programme for Conservation of Plant CGenetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture | aunched 2005.

560. I's your country actively inplenenting the priorities in its nationa

bi odi versity strategy and action plan as a neans to achi evi ng nationa

i mpl enent ati on of the Convention, and as a significant contribution towards
t he gl obal bi odiversity agenda?

a) no (please specify the reasons)
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b) priorities and potential neasures being identified

c) relevant programres under devel opnent X

d) yes, sone priorities being inplenmented (please provide
detail s)

e) yes, nost of the priorities being inplemented (please
provi de detail s)

Further comments on inplenentation of priorities

NBS and AP provides for bal anced inplenentation of the CBD. Level of
i mpl enent ati on depends nostly on budget allocation to single sectors.

Some of the recent achi evenents include:
Nat i onal Forest Programme
Criteria and Indicators of Sustainable Forest Managenent devel oped in 2004.

Accreditation of the National Forest Certification Centre PEFC (ww. pefc. sk)
after conpletion of a pilot project expected in 2005

561. I's your country inplenmenting a comuni cation, education and public
awar eness strategy and pronoting public support for the Convention ?

a) no (please specify the reasons) X

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent

c) yes, a strategy in place and sonme programmes bei ng
i mpl enented (pl ease provide further details)

d) yes, a strategy in place and conprehensi ve programes
bei ng i npl enented (pl ease provide further details)

Further comments on inplementati on of a conmuni cati on, education and public
awar eness strategy and pronotion of public support for the Convention

At national |evel, the Convention on Biodiversity was pronoted nainly in the
second half of nineties, when NBS and the first Action Plan were devel opi ng
and Sl ovakia was receiving support fromvarious international donors, nopst
notably from GEF, to pursuit inplenenting of the CBD

When Sl ovaki a started accession to EU process, pronotional priorities were
changed and awar eness-rai sing progranmes were ai med at pronoting EU
strategies, policies and concepts in order to gain public support for
accession.

Promoti on of EU concepts, however, did not run contrary to the Convention
obj ectives. Nevertheless direct reference to the CBD, its objectives and
articles is mssing in PA Canpaigns and Biodiversity related communi cation
strategi es.

562. Is your country pronoting and facilitating public awareness, education
and participation in support of the Cartagena Protocol ?

a) no X

b) rel evant programes under devel opnent
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c) yes, sonme programes being inpl enmented

d) yes, conprehensive progranmes being inpl emented

563. Does your country involve key actors and stakehol ders, including the
private sector, in partnerships to inplenent the Convention?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes, to a linted extent (please el aborate) X

c) yes, to a significant extent (please el aborate)

Further comments on partnerships to inplenment the Convention

St akehol ders are nmostly involved in inplenenting the CBD indirectly, in
relation to specific concepts, without referring to CBD

No continuous effort has been made so far to formally involve private sector
and |l ocal communities into coordination of inplenentation process at the

nati onal |evel, for instance through participation at the National Comm ssion
fro the CBD. O her stakeholders (government, academic, NGOs) are formally

i nvol ved through the National Comr ssion and in the process of nonitoring

i mpl ementation of the NBAP and in its regul ar update.

564. What are the political obstacles to the inplenentation of the Convention
that your country has identified?

a) lack of political will and support

b) limted public participation and stakehol der invol venent

c) lack of mminstream ng and integrating of biodiversity X
into other sectors

d) political instability

e) lack of precautionary and proactive neasures X

f) other (please specify)

Further comments on identified political obstacles to the inplenentation of
t he Conventi on

565. What are the institutional, technical and capacity-rel ated obstacles to
the inmpl ementation of the Convention that your country has identified?

a) inadequate capacity to act, caused by institutional X
weakness

b) |l ack of human resources

c) lack of transfer of technol ogy and expertise

d) loss of traditional know edge

e) lack of adequate scientific research capacities

f) other (please specify) X

Further comrents on identified institutional, technical and capacity-rel ated
obstacles to the inplenentation of the Convention
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In the Slovakia there is a conprehensive network of technical, expert and
scientific organization for biodiversity conponents. But main institutional
techni cal and capacity-rel ated obstacles arise fromlacking direct politica
support and consequently | acki ng adequate financial resources, coordination
and cooperati on.

566. What are the constraints your country has encountered in accessing
i nformati on or know edge for the inplenentati on of the Convention?

a) inproper understandi ng and docunentati on of the
correspondi ng goods and services

b) inadequate utilization of existing scientific and X
traditi onal know edge

c) inefficient dissem nation of information X

d) lack of public education and awareness at all |evels X

e) others (please specify)

Furt her comments on the constraints encountered in terns of accessible
know edge or information for the inplenmentation of the Convention

567. What are the obstacles your country has encountered in terns of econonic
policy and financial resources for the inplenentation of the Convention?

a) lack of financial and human resources

b) fragnentati on of GEF financing

c) lack of econom c incentive measures X
d) lack of benefit-sharing X
e) other (please provide details) X

Further comments on obstacles encountered in terns of econom c policy and
financial resources for the inplenentation of the Convention

Under devel oped partici patory approach and benefit sharing in relation to the
| and owners.

Absent policy and system which would allow to incorporate forest and
forestry externalities into the forestry econony ( applicable to all sectors/
ci rcunst ances).

Unconpensated | egal restrictions and increasing fiscal pressure to |and
owners.

568. What are the chall enges your country has experienced in terns of
col | aborati on/ cooperation for the inplenmentati on of the Convention?

a) lack of synergies at the national and international X
| evel s

b) lack of horizontal cooperation anong stakehol ders X
c) lack of effective partnerships X

d) lack of engagement of scientific community

e) other (please specify)
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Further comments on chal | enges experienced in terns of
col | aborati on/ cooperation for the inplenentation of the Conventi on

569. What are the |egal/judicial inpedinments your country has experienced in
the inmpl ementati on of the Convention?

a) lack of appropriate policies and | aws

b) others (please specify) X

Further comments on the |egal/judicial inpedinments experienced in the
i mpl emrentati on of the Convention

Low | evel of enforcenment of existing |aws and by | aws

570. What are the soci o-econom c factors your country has identified affecting
the i npl ementati on of the Convention?

a) poverty

b) popul ati on pressure

c) unsust ai nabl e producti on and consunpti on patterns X
d) lack of capacities for |local communities X
e) others (please specify) X

Furt her comrents on identified socio-econonmc factors affecting the
i mpl enent ati on of the Conventi on

Abandonnment of farm ands and traditional |and-use patterns in agriculture.

Lack of political will in legal re-categorization of abandoned farm ands
naturally col onized by a forest into the Forest Land Fund. Still present
cases of unsustainable practice in the |and and water managenent.

Lacki ng cross-sectoral steering and coordi nation.

Lack of integrated and participatory approaches.

571. What are the natural phenonena and environmental changes your country has
identified affecting the inplenentation of the Convention?

a) climte change

b) natural disasters

c) others (please specify) X

Further comments on identified natural phenonena and environnental changes
affecting the inplenmentation of the Convention
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Forestry: Air pollution effects on forests are of limiting inportance in
borderline areas of the north-western and northern part of the country.

Agricul ture: Hi gh extent of abandonment of farm ands and di sappearance of the
traditional |and-use patterns in the hilly and nountai nous areas.

I nvasi ve species mainly in the forests and riverain ecosystens: particularly
bl ack | ocust, alien tall herb plants.

Pl ease use this box to identify what specific activities your country
has carried out as a DI RECT RESULT of beconming a Contracting Party to
the Convention, referring back to previous questions as appropriate.

- establishnent of the National Secretariat for the CBD in 1994 and of the
Sl ovak Conmi ssion for the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1995,

- conpilation of the National Country Study on Biodiversity

- preparation of National Biodiversity Strategy and AP

- inplenmenting actions included in the AP

- earmarking public finances for inplementing certain actions included into
t he AP

- Devel oping of the National Reports

- FEffort to establish National CHM ( not yet successful)

- invitation and organi sing of COP4 CBD and vari ous regional and nationa
nmeeti ngs and wor kshops,

- devel opnent of legal, institutional and financial capacities for addressing
of GMO contr ol

- pronotion of biotechnology ( to a limted extent influenced by participation
at the CBD)

- inplenenting of projects related to the biodiversity protection and
sust ai nabl e use of its conponents (particularly those where CBD
participation in CBD was anong eligibility criteria, one of the npbst recent
proj ect was NCSA Project)

- review of curricula at universities with a purpose to include the concept of
bi odi versity conservation and issues covered by the Convention

Pl ease use this box to identify joint initiatives with other Parties,
referring back to previous questions as appropriate.

- for exanple active participation in the process “Biodiversity in Europe” and
“Sophia Initiative on Biodiversity” with cooperation of European parties,

- bilateral cooperation on in-situ biodiversity protection wi th neighbouring
countries/parties targeted nostly to protection of transfrontier protected
areas and migratory species

Pl ease use this box to provide any further comrents on matters rel ated
to national inplenmentation of the Convention

Level of inplenenting of the CBD at the national |evel can not be considered
i deal . Country, that has been undergoing profound refornms of its econonic and
soci al systens, put biodiversity conservation among |lower level priorities.
Not adequate attitudes to and perceptions of the biodiversity conservation are
reinforced with lack of understanding of the CBD objectives in its entire
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conplexity and wth underestimation of the inportance of biodiversity
conservation within a framework of sustai nabl e devel opnent.

In order to strengthen capacities for inplementing the CBD and Biosafety
Protocol it is of vital inmportance to revise the NBS taking due regard of the
| at est devel oprments of international agenda and other facts such as nenbership
of Slovakia in EU Revised Strategy should include neasurable inplenentation
and inpact indicators. Revised strategy should be based on ecosystem approach

It should integrate existing national strategic documents that had been
devel oped in response to international BD related law instruments. This will
contribute to overall clarifying of national strategic framework in the area
of BD.

Val uation of BD components should becone a common practice and should be
integrated into national planning and decision making processes. At the sane
time this would affirm that the inportance of biodiversity is not purely
scientific or conservation, but rather it has an influence on quality of life.

In order to support integrated approaches to conservation of BD, it is
inevitable to inprove and conplenment existing incentive neasures and ensure
coordi nati on of sectoral planning.

It is also necessary to renew at the nearest future, operations of the
Nat i onal CBD Secretari at and posibli restructure it into integrated
Secretariat for BD related MEAs. Sinmultaneously it is needed to inprove
operations of the Slovak CBD Commrission in order to facilitate transfer of
information frominternational to national |level as well as anbng sectors.

It is also necessary to conplete appointnents of the National Focal Points and

integrate them ex-offo, into activities of the National CBD Com ssion
Responsibilities of the National Focal Points should include cooperation with
al | rel evant bodies and agencies active in inplementing of t hose

conmi tment s/ thenes under the CBD, for which they have been appointed focal
poi nts.

It is of immnent inportance to ensure that Governnent and public sector
institutions have ready and free of charge access to information that are
needed for the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable use of its
conponents. It is also vital to inprove capacity of the agencies that are
entrusted with nmonitoring of BD to enable them to generate up-to-date
information in support of both decision meking processes and assessing inpact
of inplementing strategic instrunents and national | aws.

Conti nuous effort should be nade to rai se awareness of the public, while
pronoti ng and encouragi ng understandi ng of the inportance of biodiversity and
bi ol ogi cal resources, including its production and non-production functions,
as a source of human wel| being. Access to education on and training in the
measures required for the conservation of biodiversity and sustai nabl e use of
its components should be facilitated for civil servants and public sector

enpl oyees. Less devel oped concepts of comm tnments under the CBD such as the
conservation of traditional know edge on the conservation of biodiversity and
sust ai nabl e use of its conponents, application of intellectual property rights
over BD conponents and liability for damages to BD shoul d be pronoted and al so
i ncluded into education and training programs. Increased |evel of information
and education should be ensured for decision makers at all levels — fromthe
central to local level. Formal and informal education on biodiversity should
be integrated within a broader franmework of sustainabl e devel opnent concept.
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The wordi ng of these questions is based on the Articles of the
Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties. Please
provide information on any difficulties you have encountered in
interpreting the wordi ng of these questions.

When answering questions included into present questionnaire we have
encountered that meani ng of sone questions was clear only to people who are
fam liar with the Convention and well- informed of the Convention

devel opnent s.

For instance questions relating to “financial nechanisni were not always
understood as ones relevant to GEF, questions related to CHM were

m sunder stood and information were provided on various web-pages, not
formally related to CHM which is not operational in Slovakia yet, etc.
Simlar situations occurred when questions were based on reference to certain
Deci si ons/ Annexes to deci sions.

Therefore, for the next questionnaire(s) we recomend to consider formrulation
of clearly focused questions, while using the Convention term nology for nore
detail ed explanation only ( for instance, instead of referring to financia
mechani sm reference to GEF shoul d be used, etc.).




I f your
action plan (NBSAP),

country has conpleted its nationa
pl ease give the follow ng information:
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bi odi versity strategy and

Dat e of conpl eti on:

1997 — Nati ona
( NBS)

1998 - Action Plan for the

i npl ementati on of the Nationa

Bi odi versity Strategy for the period
1998- 2010 (AP)

Bi odi versity Strategy

If the NBSAP has been adopted by the

Gover nment

By which authority?

NSB adopted by the Governnent of the
Sl ovak Republic and by the National
Council of the Slovak Republic
(i.e.Parliament).

AP adopted by the Governnent of the
Sl ovak Republic

On what date?

NBS adopted on 1S'. April 1997 by the
Governnment of the Slovak Republic

NBS adopted on 2nd June 1997 by the
Nat i onal Council of the Slovak Republic
AP adopted on 4'" August 1998 by the
Governnment of the Slovak Republic

If the NBSAP has been published pl ease give

Title:

Name and address of publisher

Nati onal Biodiversity Strategy in
Sl ovaki a
Zuzana QGuzi ova, Peter Straka, Eds., 1998,

M nistry of the Environnent of the
Sl ovak Republic, Nam L. Stura 1,
Bratisl ava

812 35

| SBN:

80- 88833-10-8

Price (if applicable):

N A

O her information on ordering:

I f the NBSAP has not been published

Pl ease give full details of how copy by requirenment or web page of ME
copi es can be obtai ned: SR

If the NBSAP has been posted on a national website

Pl ease give full URL: Www. envi ro. gov. sk

If the NBSAP has been | odged with an I npl enenting Agency of the GEF

Pl ease i ndi cate which agency: The World Bank was | A of the Sl ovakian

Enabling Activities Project for the
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NBSAP. Hard Copies of the NBS were
broadly distributed, including to GEF
| As (B, UNEP, UNDP) .

Has a copy of the NBSAP been | odged with the Convention Secretariat?

Yes X No

Pl ease provide simlar details if you have conpleted a Biodiversity
Country Study or another report or action plan relevant to the
obj ectives of this Convention.

In the period of 1995 — 6, Country Study was prepared sunmmari si ng status of
bi odi versity in Slovakia, including mcro-organi sns and status of

bi ot echnol ogy. The study was funded in full fromthe state budget.
Framewor k for the National Biodiversity Strategy, devel oped with assistance
from UNEP was devel oped and published in 1997. The Framework was a basic
docunent for devel opi ng NBS as descri bed above.

Action Plan for inplenenting of the NBS was devel oped and approved in 1998.
Nati onal Progranme for the Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources was
devel oped in 2005.

Pl ease provi de details of any national body (e.g. national audit
of fice) that has or will review the inplenentation of the Convention in
your country.

In Slovakia there is no national body mandated with regul ar reviews/audits of
the inmpl ementation of the Convention. At certain extent, intersectoria

Sl ovak CBD Commi ssion, which is advisory body to Mnister of the Environnent,
may undertake a review upon request of the M nister

Nati onal Reporting in the format of a conprehensive questionnaire provides a
good (and so far the only opportunity) to undertake a review of the
i mpl enentation of the Convention at a national |evel.

Revi ew of national capacities for inplenmenting the Convention was perforned
in 2004-2005 within a framework of GEF funded NCSA project.




