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Protected areas or areas where special measures need to be taken to conserve biological diversity

System of protected areas

	1. What is the relative priority afforded to development and implementation of a national system of protected areas in the context of other obligations arising from the Convention and COP Decisions?

	a)  High
	X
	b)  Medium
	
	c)  Low
	

	2. Is there a systematic planning process for development and implementation of a national system of protected areas? 

	a) no
	

	b) in early stages of development
	

	c) in advanced stages of development
	X

	d) yes, please provide copies of relevant documents describing the process
	

	3. Is there an assessment of the extent to which the existing network of protected areas covers all areas that are identified as being important for the conservation of biological diversity?
	

	a) no
	

	b) an assessment is being planned for
	

	c) an assessment is being undertaken
	X

	d) yes, please provide copies of the assessments made
	


Regulatory framework

	4. Is there a policy framework and/or enabling legislation in place for the establishment and management of protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) in early stages of development
	

	c) in advanced stages of development
	

	d) yes, please provide copies of relevant documents
	X (see further comments below)

	5. Have guidelines, criteria and targets been adopted to support selection, establishment and management of protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) in early stages of development
	

	c) in advanced stages of development
	X - Guidelines for selection in preparation.

	d) yes, please provide copies of guidelines, criteria and targets
	X (see further comments below)


	6. Does the management of protected areas involve the use of incentive measures, for instance, of entrance fees for park visitors, or of benefit-sharing arrangements with adjacent communities and other relevant stakeholders?

	a) no
	

	b) yes, incentive measures implemented for some protected areas (please provide some examples)
	X (see further comments below)

	c) yes, incentive measures implemented for all protected areas (please provide some examples)
	


Management approach

	7. Have the principal threats to protected areas and the biodiversity that they contain been assessed, so that programmes can be put in place to deal with the threats, their effects and to influence the key drivers?

	a) no
	X - No comprehensive assessment undertaken at central level

	b) an assessment is being planned for
	

	c) an assessment is in process
	

	d) yes, an assessment has been completed
	

	e) programmes and policies to deal with threats are in place (please provide basic information on threats and actions taken)
	X - Management plans are in place at the level of particular PA:s. Threats and actions vary widely.

	8. Are protected areas established and managed in the context of the wider region in which they are located, taking account of and contributing to other sectoral strategies?

	a) no
	X (see further comments below)

	b) yes, in some areas
	

	c) yes, in all areas (please provide details)
	

	9. Do protected areas vary in their nature, meeting a range of different management objectives and/or being operated through differing management regimes?

	a) no, most areas are established for similar objectives and are under similar management regimes
	

	b) many areas have similar objectives/management regimes, but there are also some exceptions
	

	c) yes, protected areas vary in nature (please provide details) 
	X (see further comments below)


	10. Is there wide stakeholder involvement in the establishment and management of protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) with some, but not all protected areas
	X - A strengthened approach for stakeholder involvement is under development. See the answer to question 6 for best example.

	c) yes, always (please provide details of experience)
	

	11. Do protected areas established and managed by non-government bodies, citizen groups, private sector and individuals exist in your country, and are they recognized in any formal manner?

	a) no, they do not exist
	

	b) yes, they exist, however are not formally recognized
	

	c) yes, they exist and are formally recognized (please provide further information)
	X (see further comments below)


Available resources

	12. Are the human, institutional and financial resources available adequate for full implementation of the protected areas network, including for management of individual protected areas?

	a) no, they are severely limiting (please provide basic information on needs and shortfalls)
	

	b) no, they are limiting (please provide basic information on needs and shortfalls)
	X (see further comments below)

	c) Available resources are adequate (please provide basic information on needs and shortfalls)
	

	d) yes, good resources are available 
	

	13. Has your country requested/received financial assistance from the Global Environment Facility or other international sources for establishment/management of protected areas?

	a) no
	X

	b) funding has been requested, but not received
	

	c) funding is currently being requested
	

	d) yes, funding has been received (please provide copies of appropriate documents)
	


Assessment

	14. Have constraints to implementation and management of an adequate system of protected areas been assessed, so that actions can be initiated to deal with these constraints?

	a) no
	X

	b) yes, constraints have been assessed (please provide further information)
	

	c) yes, actions to deal with constraints are in place (please provide further information)
	

	15. Is a programme in place or in development to regularly assess the effectiveness of protected areas management and to act on this information?

	a) no
	

	b) yes, a programme is under development (please provide further information)
	X (see further comments below)

	c) yes, a programme is in place (please provide further information)
	

	16. Has any assessment been made of the value of the material and non-material benefits and services that protected areas provide?

	a) no
	X

	b) an assessment is planned
	

	c) an assessment is in process
	

	d) yes, an assessment has been made (please provide further information)
	


Regional and international cooperation

	17. Is your country collaborating/communicating with neighbouring countries in the establishment and/or management of transboundary protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) yes (please provide details)
	X (see further comments below)

	18. Are key protected areas professionals in your country members of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas, thereby helping to foster the sharing of information and experience?

	a) no
	

	b) yes
	X

	c) information is not available
	


	19. Has your country provided information on its protected areas to the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre in order to allow for a scientific assessment of the status of the world’s protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) yes
	X

	20. If your country has protected areas or other sites recognised or designated under an international convention or programme (including regional conventions and programmes), please provide copies of reports submitted to those programmes or summaries of them. 

	21. Do you think that there are some activities on protected areas that your country has significant experience that will be of direct value to other Contracting Parties?

	a) no
	

	b) yes (please provide details)
	X (see further comments below)


Further comments 

	Re 4 d)

The current Environmental Code came into force in 1999. The aim of the Environmental Code is to promote sustainable development that ensures a healthy environmental impact on both the current and future generations. To achieve this aim, the code is to be applied so that:

· human health and the environment will be protected against damage and nuisance, regardless of whether this is caused by pollution or other influences 

· valuable natural and cultural environments will be protected and conserved 

· biological diversity will be preserved 

· land, water and the physical environment will generally be used so as to safeguard long-term good management of resources from an ecological, social, cultural and socio-economic viewpoint 

· reuse and recycling as well as other management of material, raw materials and energy are promoted so that an ecocycle is created. 

Regulations governing several different types of area protection have been brought together in the Environmental Code. Examples of such are biotope protection, shoreline protection and the possibilities of setting aside national parks or nature reserves or declaring areas of national interest for nature conservation or recreation. Together with the regulations regarding species protection, the aim is to preserve biological diversity.
Re 5 d)

Guidelines for establishment and management of new reserves, and Guidelines for management of Natura2000 areas to be adopted shortly.

Guidelines on management of ”key habitat” voluntary protected areas on private land are in place.
Targets for protected areas have been formulated within the framework of the Environmental Quality Objectives and have been adopted by the Swedish Parliament (2001). These targets are:

· By 2005 the competent authorities will have identified and produced action programmes for particularly valuable natural and cultural environments in or next to lakes or streams that need long-term protection. By 2010 long-term protection will be provided for environments that are worth protecting. 

· Long-term protection will be provided by 2010 for at least 50% of marine environments that are worth protecting and at least 70% of coastal and archipelago areas with significant natural and cultural assets. By 2005 another five marine areas will be protected as reserves, and the competent authorities will have decided which other areas in the marine environment are in need of long-term protection.

· A national strategy for protection and management of wetlands and swamp forests will be adopted by 2005.

· Long-term protection will be provided by 2010 for the wetland areas listed in the Bog Protection Plan for Sweden.

· A further 900,000 hectares of forest land in need of protection will be excluded from forest production by the year 2010.

· By 2010 long-term protection including, where necessary, management and restoration will have been provided for most of the mountainous areas that are of great natural and cultural value.

Re 6 b)

The best example is provided by the recently established Fulufjället national park. By allowing local communities to take active part in the preparations for the establishment of the park, these stakeholders could themselves make arrangements that generate benefits through, for example, touristic activities. 

This is also the best example with regard to question 10 below. Local stakeholders were allowed to influence user restrictions. As a result, zones where extractive activities is allowed were formed in order to reach wide acceptance of the national park.

Re 8 a)

The question is very broadly stated and therefore difficult to answer.

According to Swedish legislation, areas can be protected for one or several of the following purposes:

· to conserve biological diversity or important natural sites

· to provide areas for outdoor activities

· to protect or recreate important natural sites

· to protect or recreate habitats of importance for threatened species
They are not, as a rule, established in order to contribute to other sectors, although it is increasingly emphasized that PA:s could contribute to tourism revenues etc. for local stakeholders.

On the other hand, other sectors are often involved in the establishment and management of PA:s, and stakeholders are compensated for losses caused by area protection. Furthermore, a regional, landscape-ecological perspective is increasingly applied to the planning of PA:s (see below under question 21). Should we then answer “yes, in some areas”?

Re 9 c)

There is some variation in user restrictions, although in most protected areas exploitation is strongly restricted. 

On the other hand, a certain degree of disturbance is often desired in order to maintain biodiversity, such as that associated with traditional user practices. In forest land, for example, 14 different management regimes have been identified based on the desired degree of disturbance.

Re 11 c)


Nature reserves are often instituated on privately owned land, and in many cases the initiative comes from the landowners. Several reserves are owned by NGO:s, who once bought them in order to be able to restrict exploitative activities, and to promote their formal protection. Others are instituated through agreements between the authorities and landowners on productive land, e.g. owned by forestry companies. These are compensated for the associated economic losses.

Voluntary set-asides are also common in privately owned forest land. These are recognized by the authorities, and are expected to contribute substantially to the area protection target referred to in question 5.

Re 12 b)


Human and financial resources limit the rate of establishment of PA:s in many cases. A good example is the area of forest protection where a target to exclude 900 000 hectares of forest land from forestry activities between 1998-2010 has been decided by Parliament. Despite a steady increase in resources allocated for the acquisation of land and for stakeholder compensation, the rate of establishment of reserves is currently too slow to meet the target. One (probable) reason for this situation is that human resources have not increased to a corresponding degree.

Re 15 b)

This is an essential part of the ongoing follow-up of the EU Natura 2000 network, which is the most comprehensive system of protected areas in Sweden.

Re 17 b)


Storkölen is a combination of two RAMSAR sites in Sweden and Norway. The establishment was facilitated by continuous exchange of information. Local transboundary contacts to be encouraged in the future.
Re 21 b)


“Ecological landscape planning”: Protected areas in themselves are not considered to secure the desired biological diversity, but a combination of area protection and restrictions on exploitative activities in the surrounding landscape is required. Nature management is planned at the landscape level, where protected areas are expected to contribute to the biological diversity of the wider region.

Availability of nature: Swedish legislation makes protected areas and most other nature sites available to the public. As a consequence, the protection of nature becomes a public concern, and there is widespread awareness of the need for user restrictions. Since long time back, outdoor recreations forms one cornerstone, together with biodiversity, of Swedish nature conservation policy.
SEE PDF VERSION OF THIS REPORT FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON PROTECTED AREAS IN SWEDEN.
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