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Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report has
been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders who have
been actively involved in its preparation and on material which was used as a
basis for the report

This report has been prepared by NCWCD in cl ose cooperation with the Mnistry
of Agriculture and in consultation with the nmenbers of the National Committee

on Biodiversity. |Independent researchers and academ cs al so provided input.

The foll owi ng reports, anong others, have been used as reference materi al

in the preparation of the report:

Must af a A. Al - Shoubagy and Abdul rahman Nasir Al -Dawood: Natural Resources
of Saudi Arabia. Mnistry of Agriculture

Range and Forestry Departnment: Range and Forestry in Saudi Arabia Mnistry

of Agricultural

Kamal H. Badi and Abdul rahman N. Al - Dawood: The Natural Forests in Saudi
Arabia. Mnistry of Agriculture

Depart ment of Range and Forestry: Efforts of the Mnistry of Agriculture in

devel oping the natural plant cover. Mnistry of Agriculture

NCWCD: Nati onal Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (draft). NCWCD




Decision I'V/7 on Forest biological Diversity

1. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentati on of this decision by your
country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) CGood b) Adequate c) Limting X d) Severely limting

3. Has your country assessed the status and trends of its forest biological diversity
and identified options for its conservati on and sustai nabl e use? (Decision |V/7,
par agr aph 12)

a) no

b) assessnent underway (please give details bel ow X

c) assessnent conpl eted (pl ease give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

If a devel opi ng country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

4. Has your country requested assistance through the financial mechani smfor projects
that pronote the inplenentation of the focused work programme an forest biol ogical
diversity? (Decision |V/7, paragraph 7)

a) no X

b) yes (please give details bel ow)

Programme el enent 1: Holistic and inter-sectoral ecosystem approaches that
integrate the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity, taking
account of social and cultural and econom c considerations

5. Has your country identified nethodol ogi es for enhancing the integration of forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity conservation and sustai nabl e use into an holistic approach to
sust ai nabl e forest managenment at the national |evel? (Wrk Progranmme, paragraph 13)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

6. Has your country devel oped net hodol ogi es to advance the integration of traditional
forest-rel ated know edge into sustainabl e forest managenent, in accordance with Article
8(j)? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 14)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow

d) not applicable

7. Has your country pronoted cooperation on the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
forest biological resources at all levels in accordance with Articles 5 and 16 of the
Convention? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 15)




a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

8. Has your country pronoted the sharing of relevant technical and scientific
information on networks at all levels of protected forest areas and networking nodalities
in all types of forest ecosystenms? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 17)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

Programme el enent 2: Conprehensive analysis of the ways in which human
activities, in particular forest-managenent practices, influence biol ogical
diversity and assessnent of ways to minimze or mitigate negative influences

9. Has your country pronoted activities for an enhanced understandi ng of positive and
negati ve human infl uences on forest ecosystens by | and-use nmanagers, policy nakers,
scientists and other rel evant stakeholders ) (Wrk Programe, paragraph 29)

a) mnimal activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow

d) not rel evant

10. Has your country pronoted activities to assenbl e managenment experi ences and
scientific, indigenous and |local information at the national and |ocal |evels to provide
for the sharing of approaches and tools that |ead to inproved forest practices with
regard to forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 30)

a) mnimal activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

11. Has your country pronoted activities with the aimof providing options to m nimze or
mtigate negative and to pronmote positive human influences on forest biol ogical
diversity? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 31)

a) mnimal activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

12. Has your country pronoted activities to mininize the inpact of harnful alien species
on forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programre, paragraph 32)

a) mnimal activity X




b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

13. Has your country identified neans and nechani sns to inprove the identification and
prioritisation of research activities related to influences of human activities, in
particul ar forest managenent practices, on forest biol ogical diversity? (Wrk Progranme,
par agr aph 33)

a) mnimal activity X

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

14. Does your country hol d research results and syntheses of reports of rel evant
scientific and traditional know edge on key forest biological diversity issues and, if
so, have these been dissem nated as wi dely as possible? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 34)

a) not rel evant

b) sone relevant naterial, but not w dely di ssem nated

c) significant material that could be nore w dely di ssem nated X
(pl ease give details bel ow

d) yes - already widely dissem nated (please give details bel ow

15. Has your country prepared case-studi es on assessing inpacts of fires and alien
speci es on forest biological diversity and their influences on the managenment of forest
ecosystens and savannahs? (Wrk Progranme, paragraph 35)

a) no — please indicate bel ow whether this is due to a | ack of X
avai | abl e case-studies or for other reasons

b) yes — please give bel ow any views you may have on the useful ness
of the preparation of case-studies for devel oping a better

bi ol ogi cal understandi ng of the probl em and/or better nanagenent

r esponses.

Programme el enent 3: Met hodol ogi es necessary to advance the el aboration and
i mpl ementation of criteria and indicators for forest biological diversity

16. Has your country assessed experiences gained in national and regi onal processes,
i dentifying cormon el enents and gaps in existing initiatives and i nproving indicators for
forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 43)

a) mnimal activity X

b) yes — limted assessment nade (pl ease give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant assessnment made (pl ease give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

17. Has your country carried out taxonom c studies and inventories at the national |evel
whi ch provide for a basic assessnment of forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programre,
par agr aph 43)

a) mnimal activity




b) yes — limted assessnment nade (pl ease give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant assessnent made (pl ease give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant




If you have ticked any of the boxes in questions 5 to 17 above which invite
you to provide further details, please do so here.

(I'nformation can include descriptions of nethodol ogies and of activities
undert aken, reasons for success or failure, outconmes and | essons | earned)

3. An assessnent of the juniper forests of Raydah (Assir) has been conpl eted, plans

for other areas are on the pipeline.

5. Such approaches currently remain scattered, progressive integration i s expected.
The National Forest Plan which is presently awaiting approval by the
Council of Mnisters, regards conservation and sustai nabl e use as
integral parts of the forest mmnagenent strategy. The nethodol ogies in

question will be fornulated as the inplenmentation of the Plan progresses.

6. The traditional H nma systens that are still exist in certain areas serve as de

facto protected areas, based on community know edge and nmanaged by the comuniti es.

8. The joint studies, involving Saudi and Japanese experts, on the die-back and

di e-of f phenonena juni per forests is one such exanple

11. Forests and Rangel ands Act (1979) addresses the issue of mninmsing /mtigating

the negative hunman inpacts.

12. New efforts are being planned to mnimse the inpact of I|AS

13. This will be undertaken with capacity inprovenent

14. Several research reports, papers in peer-reviewed journals, and m neographed
reports are available for distribution

15. Such case studies are yet to be done

17. Mnistry of Agriculture and NCWD have published several reports of such studies.




