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Please provide summary information on the process by which thisreport has been prepared,
including information on the types of stakeholders who have been actively involved in its
preparation and on material which was used as a basisfor the report
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Biologica Diversity, Buenos Aires, Working Paper UNEP/CBD/6/16.

Tuomasjukka, T. (1998). Environmenta Forestry in Namibia: Conservation of strategic forestsfor
nationa benefit. Directorate of Forestry, Windhoek.
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In addition, an update on recent devel opments in Namibia s Forestry Sector in 2001 was obtained from

Mr M. Chakanga, Chief Forester, Inventory, Directorate of Forestry.
Mr H. Seppénen, Consultant team leader, Namibia-Finland Forestry Programme.

Input by the Forest Biodiversity Working Group of the Namibian National Biodiversity Programme was
obtained viae-mail.




Decision |V/7 on Forest biological Diversity

1. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentati on of this decision by your
country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

2. To what extent are the resources avail able adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequat e c) Limting d) Severely limting

3. Has your country assessed the status and trends of its forest biological diversity
and identified options for its conservation and sustai nabl e use? (Decision |V/7,
par agraph 12)

a no

b) assessment underway (please give details below) X

c) assessment completed (please give details below)

d) not relevant

If a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

4. Has your country requested assistance through the financial nechanismfor projects
that pronote the inplenentation of the focused work programme an forest bi ol ogical
di versity? (Decision |V/7, paragraph 7)

a no X

b) yes (please give details below)

Programme element 1: Holistic and inter-sectoral ecosystem approachesthat integrate the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking account of social and cultural and
economic considerations

5. Has your country identified nethodol ogi es for enhancing the integration of forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity conservation and sustai nable use into an holistic approach to
sust ai nabl e forest management at the national |evel? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 13)

a no

b) yes—limited extent (please give details below) X

c) yes—significant extent (please give details below)

d) not applicable

6. Has your country devel oped net hodol ogi es to advance the integration of traditional
forest-rel ated knowl edge into sustainable forest nmanagenent, in accordance with
Article 8(j)? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 14)

a no

b) yes—limited extent (please give details below)

c) yes—significant extent (please give details below) X

d) not applicable

7. Has your country pronoted cooperation on the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
forest biological resources at all levels in accordance with Articles 5 and 16 of the
Convention? (Work Programme, paragraph 15)

a no X

b) yes—limited extent (please give details below)

c) yes—significant extent (please give details below)




d)

not applicable

8. Has your country pronoted the sharing of
i nformati on on networks at all

nodalities in all

rel evant technical and scientific
|l evel s of protected forest areas and networki ng
types of forest ecosystens? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 17)

a no X
b) yes—Ilimited extent (please give details below)

c) yes—significant extent (please give details below)

d) not applicable

Programme element 2: Comprehensive analysis of the waysin which human activities, in
particular forest-management practices, influence biological diversity and assessment of waysto
minimize or mitigate negative influences

9. Has your country pronoted activities for an enhanced under st andi ng of positive and
negative human i nfluences on forest ecosystens by | and-use nmanagers, policy makers,
scientists and other rel evant stakeholders ) (Wrk Programme, paragraph 29)

a) minimal activity X
b) yes—limited extent (please give details below)

c) yes—significant extent (please give details below)

d) not relevant

10. Has your country pronoted activities to assenbl e nanagenent experiences and
scientific, indigenous and |ocal information at the national and local levels to
provide for the sharing of approaches and tools that |ead to inproved forest practices
with regard to forest biological diversity? (Wrk Progranme, paragraph 30)

a) minima activity X
b) yes—limited extent (please give details below)

c) yes—significant extent (please give details below)

d) not relevant

11. Has your country pronpbted activities with the aim of providing opti
or mtigate negative and to pronote positive human influences on fores
di versity? (Work Programme, paragraph 31)

ons to mnimze
t bi ol ogi cal

a) minima activity
b) yes—limited extent (please give details below)
c) yes—significant extent (please give details below) X

not relevant

d)




12. Has your country pronoted activities to mnimze the inpact of harnful alien
speci es on forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 32)

a) minima activity X

b) yes—limited extent (please give details below)

c) yes—significant extent (please give details below)

d) not relevant

13. Has your country identified neans and nechani sns to i nprove the identification and
prioritisation of research activities related to influences of human activities, in
particul ar forest managenent practices, on forest biological diversity? (Wrk

Progr anme, paragr aph 33)

a) minima activity X

b) yes—limited extent (please give details below)

c) yes—significant extent (please give details below)

d) not relevant

14. Does your country hold research results and syntheses of reports of rel evant
scientific and traditional know edge on key forest biological diversity issues and, if
so, have these been di ssem nated as wi dely as possi bl e? (Wrk Progranme, paragraph 34)

a) not rlevant X

b) somerelevant material, but not widely disseminated

c) sgnificant material that could be more widely disseminated (please give details below)

d) yes- aready widely disseminated (please give details below)

15. Has your country prepared case-studi es on assessing inpacts of fires and alien
speci es on forest biological diversity and their influences on the nmanagenent of
forest ecosystens and savannahs? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 35)

a) no- pleaseindicate below whether thisis due to a lack of available case-studies or for other X
reasons

b) yes— please give below any views you may have on the usefulness of the preparation of
case-studies for developing a better biological understanding of the problem and/or better
management responses.

Programme element 3: Methodol ogies necessary to advance the elaboration and implementation of
criteria and indicators for forest biological diversity

16. Has your country assessed experiences gained in national and regional processes,
i dentifying conmon el enents and gaps in existing initiatives and inproving indicators
for forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 43)

a) minima activity X

b) yes—limited assessment made (please give details below)

c) yes—significant assessment made (please give details below)

d) not relevant

17. Has your country carried out taxonom c studies and inventories at the national
| evel which provide for a basic assessnent of forest biological diversity? (Wrk
Programre, paragraph 43)

a) minimal activity

b) yes—limited assessment made (please give details below) X

c) yes—significant assessment made (please give details below)

d) not relevant




If you have ticked any of the boxes in questions 5 to 17 above which invite
you to provide further details, please do so here
(Information can include descriptions of methodologies and of activities undertaken, reasons for
success or failure, outcomes and lessons learned)

3b) The definition and assessnent of “strategic” forests (i.e. forest
conservation areas) is in process at the Directorate of Forestry. The
definition of national criteria and indicators for sustai nable forest
managenent at the Directorate of Forestry is conpleted. Activities in the
Nati onal Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan suppl ement assessnents towards
identification of forest conservation areas and indicators for forest

bi odi versity.

5b) Environnental Forestry is one of the four nmamin conponents of Nanibia's
Forestry Progranme. This includes a focus on mai ntenance of forest
ecosystens for sustainable use. On a strategic |evel forest biodiversity
conservation has thus been recognised as a priority. On a practical |evel
know edge on Nami bia's forest ecosystens is severely |limted and |argely
restricted to woody resources. Methodol ogies to enable a holistic approach
to forest biodiversity managenment will have to focus on inproving the forest
ecosyst em knowl edge base

6b) On a local |evel the devel opnent of forest nmanagenent criteria is based
on traditional forest managenent practises. Entrenched in the conmunity
forestry conponent of Namibia's Forestry Programme, nanagenent gui delines for
forest areas are to be developed in a consultative process with |oca

| eadership giving significant input.

11c) The devel opnent of forest managenent guidelines in consultation with
|l ocal conmmunities provides an excellent tool for information exchange and
awar eness, and a forum for discussing, questioning and review ng forest
managenent practises with evident negative inpacts.

15a) Lack of resources (manpower, funds) rather than the | ack of
opportunities for case studies has prevented the initiation of case studies
addressing inpacts of fire or aliens on forest biodiversity.

17b) Nanibia’'s Forest Inventory Programme provides anple information on woody
resources, but |acks detailed information on other elements of biodiversity,
such as fauna and non-woody vegetati on.




