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B. PRIORITY SETTING, TARGETS AND OBSTACLES

Box I1.

Please provide an overview of the status and trends of various components of biological diversity in
your country based on the information and data available.

Current Status of the Biodiversity in the Republic of Macedonia

Short summary of the current status of the biological diversity in the country is presented bellow. For more
details, see the First National Biodiversity Report (July, 2003).

Geographic features

The Republic of Macedonia is located in the centre of the Balkan Peninsula, occupying an area of 25,713
km? and supporting a population of about two million inhabitants. The country is mountainous, with many
river valleys and significant water resources (both rivers and three major natural lakes). It has a sub-
Mediterranean and continental climate.

Macedonia has been continuously settled since prehistoric times. In more recent times, the population
increased slowly prior to World War Il and more rapidly since then. The last 60 years have seen a
substantial migration of the population from rural areas to towns.

Since 1992 the Republic of Macedonia has undergone a process of political and economic transition,
characterised by economic recession, increased unemployment and lowered standards of living. The
country’s infrastructure (in terms of transportation, water management and energy) remains under-

developed compared to Western European countries. The country has suffered political instability, with
ongoing inter-ethnic conflicts that resulted in a civil uprising in 2001. With regard to infrastructure, the State
has failed to keep pace with the developed European countries.

Biodiversity Characterisation

Of the total land area, 40% is forested and 51% is under agricultural production. Recent assessments of the
country’s biodiversity have revealed an impressive heterogeneity of habitats and significant numbers of

relict and endemic species. There is significant diversity among the higher plants (with 3,700 species
recorded from the country, including 117 endemic species), and this richness is also reflected in the variety
of plant communities found in the country. In addition, 1,580 species of lower plants have been described
(of which at least 72 are considered endemic). Agricultural biodiversity has a very high value, as well.

A significant number of plant species are considered to be at some threat of extinction (estimates suggest
over 500 species). To date, 9,339 animal species have been recorded in the Republic of Macedonia,
including 602 endemic species (6% of the total fauna). Of the animal species, threat status has only been
assessed among vertebrates, of which 113 (22%) of the 503 species present are considered to be at some
risk of extinction. As a group, fish are considered to be under the greatest threat: 30 of the 58 native
species included on the list of threatened species (52% of species) are seriously threatened.

The biological resources in the Republic of Macedonia are used in a range of ways, including use in the
agriculture, forestry, hunting, fishing and collection of wild plants. Legal regulations exist for some activities,




but these are not always effective and do not ensure a high level of protection for some species, including
wild relatives and varieties of species used in agriculture. Frequently, the economic benefits from the use of
biological resources outweigh the investment in protection measures. The economic transition over the last
decade has affected the biodiversity, along with all other aspects of the country. Production has declined in
sectors such as mining, civil engineering, tourism and fishing, whilst the agricultural, industrial, forestry,
energy and transportation sectors are now stable, following declines during the 1990s. The key sectors that
affect biodiversity (ranked in decreasing order of importance) include: agriculture, transport, energy,
industry and mining, tourism, forestry, fishing and civil engineering.

Trends of various biodiversity components in the period after the first report

The status of the biodiversity in the Republic of Macedonia was presented in details in the first national
report to CBD, submitted in July 2003 (It was produced at the end of 2002). Summary of the biodiversity
status was given in Chapter 7 - Problem analysis. For this occasion, only trends (either positive or negative)
during the last three years will be presented and commented.

Comparison of the current situation with the situation three years ago (improvement, no changes or
aggravation) could serve as a "measure” for assessment of effects of the activities that were undertaken
(since biodiversity indicators are not developed yet).

Current losses and effects on biological diversity

Except for the legal basis for biodiversity conservation, not much has been done for decreasing the
biodiversity loss during the last three years. It is difficult to evaluate, if the current loss of biodiversity is
increased or stagnant due to lack of effective and comprehensible biodiversity monitoring and biodiversity
indicators.

The individual measures that were undertaken are noted in this report.

Direct causes for biodiversity loss and economic use of biodiversity

It is important to note that all direct causes for the biodiversity loss pointed out in the first national
biodiversity report are still in place. They were not even mitigated. Recently, the Law on Environment was
adopted and the regulations for Environmental Impact Assessment were elaborated. However, it is still not
implemented in practice. It is expected that the full implementation of the provisions for EIA studies will
eliminate some of the direct causes for biodiversity loss throughout the country.

The status of economic sectors affecting biodiversity has not been changed since the first national
biodiversity report. The economy is in transition and no visible progress in biodiversity relevant sectors can
be seen. All important sectoral laws (agriculture, agricultural land, pastures, forests, hunting, fishery,
veterinary health etc.) have not been approximated and harmonised with the European Union directives
and legislation.

Due to the above, an inter-sectoral approach toward biodiversity conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity resources is still just a provision in the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan.

Some of the main reasons for the continuous biodiversity loss in Macedonia are the lack of red lists of




threatened animals and plants and red data books for Macedonian fauna and flora, the lack of vegetation
and habitat maps, and the lack of knowledge of the ecosystem and landscape approach for biodiversity
management. As a result, the implementation of the recently adopted Law on Nature Protection will not be
possible for a few years at least.

Root causes for the biodiversity loss

There have been no changes in the socio-economic sphere in the country over the last few years;
therefore, the reasons for root causes behind the biodiversity loss stated in the First National Report to CBD
are still in force. On the contrary, the human-biodiversity or economy-biodiversity conflicts are increasing
and becoming more and more complex and severe.

Policy

Second NEAP

Millennium Development Goals

Legislation

Law on Nature Conservation

Law on Environment - EIA




Priority Setting

1. Please indicate, by marking an "X" in the appropriate column below, the level of priority your
country accords to the implementation of various articles, provisions and relevant programmes of the
work of the Convention.

Article/Provision/Programme of Work

Level of Priority

High Medium Low
. . X
a) Article 5— Cooperation
b) Article 6 - General measures for conservation and X
sustainable use
c) Article 7 - Identification and monitoring X
d) Article 8 — In-situ conservation X
. . . X
e) Article 8(h) - Alien species
f) Article 8(j) - Traditional knowledge and related provisions X
g) Article 9 — Ex-situ conservation X
h) Article 10 — Sustainable use of components of biological X
diversity
i) Article 11 - Incentive measures X
J) Article 12 - Research and training X
k) Article 13 - Public education and awareness X
) Article 14 - Impact assessment and minimizing adverse X
impacts
m) Article 15 - Access to genetic resources X
n) Article 16 - Access to and transfer of technology X
0) Article 17 - Exchange of information X
p) Article 18 — Scientific and technical cooperation X
q) Article 19 - Handling of biotechnology and distribution of X
its benefits
r) Article 20 - Financial resources X
s) Article 21 - Financial mechanism X
. L . X
t) Agricultural biodiversity




u) Forest biodiversity

v) Inland water biodiversity

w) Marine and coastal biodiversity

X) Dryland and subhumid land biodiversity

y) Mountain biodiversity

Challenges and Obstacles to Implementation

2. Please use the scale indicated below to reflect the level of challenges faced by your country in
implementing the provisions of the Articles of the Convention (5, 6,7, 8, 8h, 8j, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14,

15,16, 17, 18, 19 and 20)

3 = High Challenge 1 = Low Challenge
2 = Medium Challenge

N/A = Not applicable

0 = Challenge has been successfully overcome

Articles
Challenges

5 6 7 8 8h 8j ©) 10 11 12 13 14 15

16

17

18

19

20

a) Lack of 2 3 2 1 2 1/ |2 2 3 2l |1 2 2
political will 2 3
and support

b) Limited 2013 (2 |2 [N|2 |3 |22 |1 |1 |2 |2

public
participation 3 A 3 -

and
stakeholder
involvement

c)lackof |3 |3 [3 |3 |3 [3 |[N/[3 |3 [3 |2 |V |2
mainstreaming

and A 2
integration of
biodiversity
issues into
other sectors

d) Lack of 3 |3 |3 3 N |3 |3 3 N/ | N/ |3 2 3
precautionary
and proactive
measures

N/

e) Inadequate | 2/ | 3 2 2 2 2/ |2 2 2 2 1 2/ |3
capacity t
act, caused by
institutional
weakness

2/

f) Lack of 3 2 2 2 2 3 2 20 |1 |2 1 2/ |2
transfer of

technology
and expertise

g) Loss of N2 |2 |2 (N2 |2 |2 |2 |1 |2 N/ |3

N/




traditional
knowledge

h) Lack of
adequate
scientific
research
capacities to
support all the
objectives

i) Lack of
accessible
knowledge and
information

J) Lack of
public
education and
awareness at
all levels

k) Existing
scientific and
traditional
knowledge not
fully utilized

) Loss of
biodiversity
and the
corresponding
goaods and
services it
provides not
properly
understood
and
documented

m)Lack of
financial,
human,
technical
resources

n) Lack of
economic
incentive
measures

o) Lack of
benefit-sharing

p) Lack of
synergies at
national and
international
levels

q) Lack of
horizontal
cooperation
among
stakeholders

r) Lack of
effective
partnerships

s) Lack of
engagement of
scientific

A A 3 |2 A A
1 2 |2/ |2 |2 |3 |1 20 |2/ 2 3
2 3 2 3 |1
2 2 |2/ |2/ |2 |3 |1 20 |2/ 2 3
3 |1 2 3 |1
2 3 |3 |2 |2 |3 |N 2l |3 2 3
A 3
2 3 |13 |2 |2 |3 |V 20 |2 2 ?
2 3
1 N |13 |3 |2/ [N |2 2 |3 N/ ?
A 3 |A 2 A
2/ 2 (3 |2 |3 |3 |3 20 |2 2 3
3 3
3 3 12 (3 |3 [N |3 3 |3 3 3
A
1 N2 |3 |2 |3 |2 2 |3 N/ 3
2 A A
2 N3 |3 |23 |3 20 |2 2 2
A 2 |3 3
3 3 |3 [3 |3 (3 |2 2l |3 2 2/
2 3 3 3
3 3 12 (2 |2 |3 |2 2l |3 2 2
3 3
1/ 3 1272 |2 |2 |1 2 |2 2 2
2 3




community

t) Lack of
appropriate
policies and
laws

u) Poverty

v) Population
pressure

w) Unsustaina
ble
consumption
and production
patterns

X) Lack of
capacities for
local
communities

y) Lack of
knowledge and
practice of
ecosystem-
based
approaches to
management

z) Weak law
enforcement

capacity

aa) Natur
al disasters
and
environmental
change

bb)
s (please
specify)

Other

|1y |1 3 |3 (3 |2 (3 |1 |1 |1 3 |1 |2 (3 |2

2 |2 3 3

N |3 | N NY |3 |3 N3 |2 |2 3 [N |N |3 |3
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2010 Target

The Conference of the Parties, in decision VI1/30, annex |l, decided to establish a
provisional framework for goals and targets in order to clarify the 2010 global target
adopted by decision VI/26, help assess the progress towards the target, and promote
coherence among the programmes of work of the Convention. Parties and Governments are
invited to develop their own targets with this flexible framework. Please provide relevant
information by responding to the questions and requests contained in the following tables.

Box I11.
Promote the conservation of the biological diversity of ecosystems,
Goal 1 . .
habitats and biomes.
Target 1.1 At Iegst ten percent of each of the world’s ecological regions
effectively conserved

1) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

Please provide details below.

There is no specific national target. However, the Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan dated 2004
envisage conservation of biological diversity in ecosystems, which mainly refers for the period until

2008.

Biological diversity is part of the conservation of natural heritage activities, covered by the Physical Plan
of the Republic of Macedonia, Departmental Study: Natural Heritage Protection, where targets have

been established in 2004. The relevant Macedonian target herewith is that by 2024, 11.5 % of the
territory of the country will be under protection.

I1) National targets for specific programmes of work: If such national target(s) ha(s)(ve) been
established, please indicate here, and give further details in the box(es).

Programme of work |Yes | No ‘ Details

a) Agricultural X

X BSAP sets several extensions of the Protected Area
Network, which will include specific biodiversity important
wetlands (like marshes, rock pools) till 2006, and therefore
meet the overall target. These are:

b) Inland water
a. Belchishta marsh

b. Monospitovo-Bansko marsh
c. Negorci village marsh

c) Marine and coastal N/A

X BSAP proposes protection of the halophytic soils in Ovche

d) Dry and subhumid Pole region. The protection of arid and sub-humid land is
land one of the challenges, since this type of regions were not

protected in the existing system of protected areas.




e) Forest X BSAP proposes a number of forest areas for protection.

f) Mountain X BSAP proposes a number of mountain areas for protection.

l

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

There is no specific 10 % target, but the issue is indirectly dealt with and incorporated in the Macedonian
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan dated 2004.

Currently, there are no significant activities.

10



sox 1v. f
jobal target above?

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

Government-approved national nature conservation documents and plans have been designed and
implemented, where more specific targets have been established:

- Biodiversity Action Plan for the Republic of Macedonia, 2004, Strategic Approach A: In-Situ
Conservation.

A number of acknowledged areas of particular importance are designated for protection, such as: IBA
(Important Bird Areas), IPA (Important Plant Areas), and PBA sites (Prime Butterflies Areas).

a) Agricultural X
b) Inland water X
c) Marine and coastal N/A
d) Dry and subhumid land X
e) Forest X
f) Mountain X

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

11



a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) has defined the national priorities for
effective and integrated conservation of the species diversity, as well as the essential actions,
programmes and projects.

Several specific national targets have been established corresponding to the global target above within
the NBSAP, under the following Guiding Objectives:

1. To incorporate the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity within all governmental policies,
strategies, plans and programmes by 2006;

2. To increase the level of biodiversity conservation and restoration by 30%, through proportionate
internal and external investments;

5. To establish a database for species, habitats and protected areas by 2005;
7. To reduce the number of threatened species by 5% by 2008;

8. To implement a sustainable forestry management by 2008;

10. To introduce appropriate mechanisms for stimulating biodiversity conservation and deterring
biodiversity loss outside of protected areas, by the end of 2005;




a) Agricultural

b) Inland water

c¢) Marine and coastal

d) Dry and subhumid land

e) Forest

f) Mountain

X Separate cases of plant and animal genetic resources have
been maintained

X Separate cases of animal species resources have been
established and promoted (Ohrid trout)

N/A

X Specific cases exist (Vultures' project, etc.)

X Specific cases exist (Lynx project, Red Dear etc.)

X

l

a) No

temporary bans.

NGOs.

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

The current status on conservation of the species diversity in the country is at a very low level. There are
no National Red List of Threatened Species and Red Data Books. Consequently, it is not possible to
distinguish the strictly protected and protected species according the IUCN recommendations. The only
protection of certain species exists within the Law on Hunting (as game animals). Some protection
measures exist in the Law on Forests and Law on Fishing, concerning particular populations or

Some action plans derived in the regional projects for threatened species are implemented by the

Effective implementation of the Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan by 2008.

13



Box VI.

Jagm2s | ssscmemimsnmees |
jobal target above?

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

NSBAP foresees that the number of endangered species should be decreased for 5 % by 2008

a) Agricultural X
b) Inland water X
c) Marine and coastal N/A
d) Dry and subhumid land X
e) Forest X
f) Mountain X

l

a) No
b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X
c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes X

In the Spatial Plan of RM (2024 target) and NSBAP (to 2008), several species have been proposed for
protection.

14



Box VII.

e N e

jobal target above?

a) No X

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Several independent projects in the frames of activities of agricultural and forestry faculties were aimed
at conservation of genetic diversity of plant varieties and forest tree species.

a) Agricultural X

b) Inland water X

c) Marine and coastal N/A
X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X According to the Law on forests and seed material of
autochthonous species, collection of seeds should be
performed for the reproduction of autochthonous tree
species.

e) Forest

f) Mountain

l

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

15



Box VIII.

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

According to the NBSAP, sustainable forestry should be achieved by 2007.

| Progammeotwork  [ves|nve| 00000 cemss 00

a) Agricultural

b) Inland water X
c) Marine and coastal N/A
d) Dry and subhumid land X
e) Forest X

X

f) Mountain

16



l

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

The National Strategy on Forestry is under preparation by the MAFWM.

Box IX.

LR o o e o s
|

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

Same as target 4.1

a) Agricultural

b) Inland water

17



c) Marine and coastal N/A

d) Dry and subhumid land

X The promotion of sustainable forest management now

e) Forest i o
contains targets and activities

f) Mountain

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

|

Same as target 4.1

v
o
X

—l4l

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

Macedonia is a party to the CITES convention. Within the frames of the Strategy for integrated trans-
border management in the Republic of Macedonia, one of the measures of the action plan is signing of a
memorandum for cooperation between MOEPP and the Customs Administration by the end of 2005.

18



This will define the obligations in the procedures for wild animals, plants and fungi in the case of
international trade in these.

The ongoing CARDS 2004 Project foresees the development of by-laws with lists of the internationally
endangered species in accordance with the CITES convention, as well as of guiding lines for the
procedure in cases of trade with protected or endangered species for all involved institutions.

a) Agricultural X
X

b) Inland water

c) Marine and coastal N/A
X

d) Dry and subhumid land

X The MOEPP conducted studies of the population status of

e) Forest ) ] ) )
the lichen Evernia prunastri and Arctostaphyllos uva-ursi.

f) Mountain

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Monitoring of wild endangered species involved in the national and international trade was proposed in
the NSBAP.

MOEPP issues CITES certificates during the administrative procedure, in accordance with the CITES
convention. In addition, MOEPP issues D4 national permits, which regulate the trading with
endangered wild species.

19



Box XI.

a) No X

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

a) Agricultural

X There are several activities for prevention of the natural
lakes degradation.

b) Inland water

c) Marine and coastal N/A

d) Dry and subhumid land

X Forest management plans contain measures for protection
of forests and shrub lands from degradation.

e) Forest

f) Mountain

l

a) No X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

8 | \ |
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Box XII.

a) No X

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

a) Agricultural X
b) Inland water X
¢) Marine and coastal N/A
d) Dry and subhumid land X
e) Forest X
f) Mountain X

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

21



Box XI11.

L
|

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

a) Agricultural X
b) Inland water X
c) Marine and coastal N/A
d) Dry and subhumid land X
e) Forest X




f) Mountain

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Box XIV.

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

The First National Communication to the UNFCCC contains an Action Plan with general activities
regarding biodiversity (7.8 Biodiversity). The Action Plan foresees creation of scientific infrastructure,
adequate scientific database, public awareness and education activities, establishment of bio corridors,
enlargement of the EMERALD and NATURA 2000 sites, and ex-situ conservation measures.




| Propramme ofwork |

a) Agricultural

b) Inland water

¢) Marine and coastal

d) Dry and subhumid land

e) Forest

f) Mountain

vesnvo | 0 bewls

X

The Action Plan in the First National Communication to the
UNFCCC (measures in hydrology and water resources)
includes measures that can be indirectly connected with
biodiversity protection (monitoring of hydrological conditions,
more efficient water supply network, and more efficient
irrigation network)

N/A

Not relevant

The Action Plan in the First National Communication to the
UNFCCC (measures in forestry) proposes certain
measures, such as: reforestation, production increase by
improvement of the floristic structure of the forests,
decrease of utilization of firewood, monitoring of the forest
health and prevention measures for forest fires.

a) No

taken into account.

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

As noted in the First National Communication to the UNFCCC, the conservation of refugeal sites and
refugial zones (mainly in the river gorges) is one of the most important challenges in the biodiversity
protection related to climate changes. In this scope, some relict and endemic species should be

24



Box XV.

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

There are several goals for the pollution of reduction in the frames of the inland waters.

%JJ%

Agricultural

b) Inland water

c) Marine and coastal

d) Dry and sub-humid
land

e) Forest

f)  Mountain

The Law on Plant Health was adopted (Official Gazette of
RM No. 29 from 04.05.2005), to provide a frame for
restriction of the use of pesticides and to allow for biological
treatment against pests.

The List of registered pesticides (2000) in accordance with
the European List, Annex 1

X Reduction of the eutrophication of natural lakes was
achieved by prohibiting imports of polyphosphate
detergents, and by constructing waste water treatment
plants and monitoring of the pollution of rivers.

N/A

X

X

X

l

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

25



Box XVI.

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

a) Agricultural X

b) Inland water X

c) Marine and coastal N/A

d) Dry and sub-humid X
land

e) Forest X

26



f)  Mountain X Management plan for the Pelister National Park.

a) No X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

Box XVII.

R S e s

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established




a) Agricultural X
b) Inland water X
c) Marine and coastal N/A
d) Dry and subhumid land X
e) Forest X
f) Mountain X

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

The BSAP proposes activity C.5.2.1 for preparation of integrated programme for promotion of healthy
food, ethnological values, tradition and culture.

28




Box XVIII.

a) No X

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

a) Agricultural X
b) Inland water X
¢) Marine and coastal N/A
d) Dry and subhumid land X

X There are two projects concerning the villages of Brajchino
and Zavoj.

e) Forest

f) Mountain

l

a) No X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes




Box XIX.

a) No X

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

a)  Agricultural X

b) Inland water X

c) Marine and coastal N/A

d) Dry and sub-humid X
land

e) Forest X

f) Mountain X

a) No X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes




Box XX.

a) No X

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

a. Agricultural X

b. Inland water X
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c. Marine and coastal N/A

d. Dry and sub-humid X
land

e. Forest X

f.  Mountain X

a) No X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes




Box XXI.

T e e rona s s

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

—l_lq—l

a) Agricultural

b) Inland water X

¢) Marine and coastal N/A

d) Dry and sub-humid X
land

e) Forest X

f)  Mountain X

a) No X

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes




Box XXII.

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established

Macedonia has economy in transition. Thus, this question is not applicable for Macedonia.

a) Agricultural X

b) Inland water X

c) Marine and coastal N/A

d) Dry and sub-humid X
land

e) Forest X

f)  Mountain X

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan X




c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes

The NSBAP proposes measures for the development of mechanisms for raising additional financial
resources from international organizations.

Box XXII1I.

a) No

b) Yes, the same as the global target

c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established X

| Programmeotwork  |ves|No | pems

a) Agricultural

b) Inland water

c) Marine and coastal

d) Dry and subhumid land




e) Forest

f) Mountain

l

a) No

b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan

c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes




Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC)

The Conference of the Parties, in decision VI/9, annex, adopted the Global Strategy for
Plant Conservation. Parties and Governments are invited to develop their own targets with
this flexible framework. The Conference of the Parties considered the Strategy as a pilot
approach for the use of outcome oriented targets under the Convention. In decision
VI1/10, the Conference of the Parties decided to integrate the targets into the reporting
framework for the Third National Reports. Please provide relevant information by
responding to the questions and requests contained in the following tables.

Box XXIV.

Target 1. A widely accessible working list of known plant species, as a step towards a
complete world flora.

1) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?

a) Yes

b) No X

Please specify

11) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?

a) Yes

b) No X

Please specify

111) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)
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The Flora of the Republic of Macedonia contains about 3,700 species (mosses included).

There are 6 volumes of tome | (Lycopsida-Angiospermae (Dicotyledonae-Choripetalae), with 1,549
species (Micevski, K., 1985-2005: Flora of Republic of Macedonia, MANU, Skopje). There are two tomes
(Angiospermae-Sympetalae so 3 volumes) and Monocotyledonae (with 2 volumes) currently in
preparation.

A list of mosses was already published with 397 taxa (Cekova, M., 2005: The bryoflora of the Republic
of Macedonia).

A list of Cyanophyta in the R. of Macedonia was published with 214 taxa (Petrovska, Lj., 1997. Blue-
green algae (Cyanophyta) of the Republic of Macedonia).

There is no complete list for algae, fungi and lichens for RM.

About 600 species of macromycetes were published for Macedonia (Constribution to the knowledge of
mycoflora in the Republic of Macedonia -Tortic, 1988).

The most important taxonomic investigation center for vascular plants, algae and fungi is the Botanic
Division (Institute of Biology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics in Skopje).

1IV) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achiewe the target)

The Flora of Vascular Plants Project of the Republic of Macedonia is realized by the Department for
vascular plants in the frames of Botanic Division (Institute of Biology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics in Skopje). The project is financed by the Ministry of Education and Science and by the
Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts.

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

- Lack of data for certain systematic groups (algae, fungi, lichens and vascular plants)

- Lack of specialists for certain systematic groups

- Lack of financial resources

VII) Any other relevant information




Box XXV.

Target 2. A preliminary assessment of the conservation status of all known plant species,
at national, regional and international levels.

1) Has your country established national target corresponding to the above global target?

a) Yes

b) No X

Please specify

I1) Has your country incorporated the above global or national target into relevant plans,
programmes and strategies?

a) Yes X

b) No

Please specify

One of the projects of highest priority concerning the plant conservation in the NSBAP is the
development of Red Data List and Red Data Book.
There is, however, a preliminary Red Data List for fungi.

111) Current status (please indicate current status related to this target)

Certain evaluations and a preliminary assessment of the status with the protection of vascular plants,
algae, fungi and lichens are presented in the Country Study for Biodiversity and the NSBAP. There is a
list of vascular plants of national importance - species included in the: [IUCN 1997 Red List of
Threatened Plants (List of higher plant group of national importance-species included in the [IUCN 1997
Red List of Threatened Plants), Annex | of the Bern Convention (BERN), CORINE species, endangered
species in Macedonia or globally endangered species (En) of the flora of Macedonia, Rare and
threatened species of diatoms, sites and type of threat, List of extinct diatoms, List of Fungi proposed to
be protected, Rare and severely endangered species of Fungi, sites and type of threat and Rare and
severely endangered species of Lichens, sites and type of threat.

1V) Measures taken to achieve target (please indicate activities, legislative measures and other
steps taken with a view to achieve the target)

Project proposals were prepared for Red Data List and Red Data book by the experts of the National
Committee for Biodiversity of the R. of Macedonia and submitted to the MOEPP for financial support.

V) Progress made towards target (please specify indicators used to monitor progress towards the
target)

The knowledge of chorology and endangerment status of plant species is constantly improved by
research in some projects, especially for those species in the global red list that are present on the
territory of the Republic of Macedonia.

VI) Constraints to achieving progress towards the target

- Lack of data for certain systematic groups

- Lack of specialists for certain systematic groups

- Lack of financial resources

VII) Any other relevant information




Box XXVI.

a) Yes

a) Yes

b) No X

The NSBAP foresees development of an action plan for endangered species.

Lack of capacities.
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Box XXVII.

a) Yes

a) Yes

b) No

Evaluation of the existing network of protected areas is conducted in the Emerald project. Up to now,
30 % of the protected areas were evaluated.

N | | |
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Box XXVIII.

a) Yes
b) No X

If the proposed IPA sites are to be protected, this target will be accomplished.

Over the last few years, three areas have been proclaimed protected in order to conserve their floristic
values:

1. Monument of Nature "Majdan" - mainly for the protection of plant endemic species Viola arsenica
and Viola alchariensis. It was proclaimed as protected in 2002 by the Council of Konopishte
municipality.

2. Monument of Nature "Orlovo Brdo" - mainly for the protection of several plant endemic and rare
species: Tulipa mariannae, Salvia jurisicii, Hedysarum macedonicum, Convolvulus holosericeus,
Capparis sicula, Morina persica and Astragalus parnassi. It was proclaimed in 2003 by the Council of
Negotino municipality.

3. Proclamation of the tree species Arbutus andrachne as Monument of Nature - the protected locality
is on Kozhuf Mt. It was proclaimed as protected by the Council of Gevgelija municipality in 1987.

a) Yes

b) No

The project Analysis of the Potential IPA Network-Republic of Macedonia was finished within the large
project Important Plant Areas in Central and Eastern Europe (Plant life, 2005), based on the criteria for
selection of IPA sites. There are 42 IPA sites proposed, of which 14 are cross-border sites.

Membership in Planta Europa

Lack of financial and human capacities.
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Box XXI1X.

a) Yes
b) No

a) Yes

b) No




Box XXX.

a) Yes

b) No X

a) Yes

b) No X

There are lists of endangered plant species in NSBAP for all plant groups, as well as projects for
conservation of many endangered species (like Thymus oehmianus) and action plans for conservation
of threatened species. The lack of Red Data List and Red Data Book does not allow having a list of
endangered species according to the priority in conservation.

- A certain number of the endangered species are present in the already protected areas, i.e. their

conservation is in place.
- The Law on Protection of Nature (2005) contains a separate chapter for the protection of wild species
(Articles 34-43).

- Insufficien cappacities of the Service for the Environment in MOEPP.

- Lack of specialists and scientific potential

- Lack of finances
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Box XXXI.

a) Yes

a) Yes

b) No X

There are activities foreseen in NSBAP for the implementation of different mechanisms for ex-situ
conservation.

The collection of the Botanical Garden at the Institute of Biology (Faculty of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics - Skopje) contains about 40 rare, endemic and relict plants of the Macedonian flora These
are reared in a special object, constructed with the financial support of MOEPP. However, there is no
strategy for achieving this target.

The Agricultural Institute - Skopje, within the SIDA Project "South Eastern European Development
Network for Crop Genetic Resources (SEEDNet), is renewing the gene bank.

The Botanical Garden should be selected as the institution incharge of implementing an ex-situ
conservation, thus giving it a special role in the realization of this target.

- Lack of specialists and scientific potential
- Lack of finances

a |



Box XXXII.

a) Yes

The Agricultural Institute - Skopje, within the SIDA project "South Eastern European Development
Network for crop genetic resources (SEEDNet), is renewing the gene bank.

In the process of approximation and association to EU, Macedonia will develop its legislation in
accordance to the EU Directive.




Box XXXIIL.

a) Yes

a) Yes

b) No X

There are monitoring projects for alien invasive species proposed in the NSBAP (ldentification and
monitoring of invasive and allergenic species).

There are no management plans for alien and invasive species.

The new Law on Protection of Nature (2005) prohibits the introduction of alien species on the territory
of the Republic of Macedonia.

There are scientific publications for the presence of some alien species.

- Lack of specialists and scientific potential
- Lack of finances

N |
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Box XXXIV.

a) Yes

a) Yes

b) No X

There are projects proposed in the NSBAP for monitoring of wild endangered species traded on a
national and international level (Monitoring of threatened wild plant species present in national and
international trade included in the CITES convention).

The implementation of the CITES convention concerns only species of familyOrchidaceae. The trade
of certain wild plant species is regulated by D4 licence issued by MOEPP.

The MOEPP issues certificates in accordance with the CITES convention.

- Lack of specialists and scientific potential
- Lack of finances




Box XXXV.

a) Yes
b) No

a) Yes

b) No




Box XXXVI.

a) Yes

b) No

a) Yes

b) No




Box XXXVII.

a) Yes
b) No

a) Yes

b) No

The NSBAP proposes measures and projects to:

Increase the level of available biodiversity information within mass media

Introduce the subject of biodiversity in the programmes of primary and secondary schools
Organise training for all interested groups in conservation and sustainable uses of biodiversity
Prepare a multimedia presentation and produce a CD about biodiversity

Provide incentives for the collection of data for a web page on biodiversity

The level of public awareness for the importance of biodiversity is permanently increasing.

The promotion of NSBAP was realized together with the realization of the program for public awareness
raising:

Promotion of NSBAP on national TV stations, private radio and TV channels

Promotion of NSBAP on billboards in the capital Skopje and all of the other bigger towns in
Macedonia

Preparation of posters for two of the most important ecosystems: mountainous and water
ecosystems

Preparation of a leaflet
Production of post stamps with endemic and rare species of the flora and fauna of the Republic of
Macedonia
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- Lack of capacities
- Lack of finances

Box XXXVIII.

a) Yes

a) Yes

The NSBAP contains several measures and projects, aimed to:

Prepare an assessment of the need for institutional improvement

Establish sections in all related divisions and assign individuals to be responsible for biodiversity
Improve the technical and personnel competence of the biodiversity department within the MoEPP
Develop and strengthen capacities for monitoring

There is no single botanist-biologist employed in all of the three national parks (Galichica, Pelister
and Mavrovo)

Implementation of the NSBAP (2004-2008)

- Lack of specialized institution of the protection of nature
- Lack of finances




Box XXXIX.

a) Yes

b) No

a) Yes

b) No




Box XL.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this strategy specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f) constraints encountered in implementation.

Ecosystem Approach

The ecosystem approach is a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and
living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way.
Application of the ecosystem approach will help to reach a balance of the three objectives
of the Convention. At its second meeting, the Conference of the Parties has affirmed that
the ecosystem approach is the primary framework for action under the Convention
(decision 11/8). The Conference of the Parties, at its fifth meeting, endorsed the
description of the ecosystem approach and operational guidance and recommended the
application of the principles and other guidance on the ecosystem approach. The seventh
meeting of the Conference of the Parties agreed that the priority at this time should be
facilitating implementation of the ecosystem approach. Please provide relevant information
by responding to the following questions.

3. s your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the principles and
guidance contained in the annex to decision V/6? (decision V/6)

a) No X

b) No, but application is under consideration

c) Yes, some aspects are being applied

d) Yes, substantially implemented

4. Is your country developing practical expressions of the ecosystem approach for national

policies and legislation and for implementation activities, with adaptation to local, national, and
regional conditions? (decision V/6)

a) No

b) No, but development is under consideration X (only fishery)

c) Yes, practical expressions have been developed for applying some
principles of the ecosystem approach

d) Yes, practical expressions have been developed for applying most
principles of the ecosystem approach

1 Please note that all the questions marked with g have been previously covered in the second national reports and
some thematic reports.
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5. Is your country strengthening capacities for the application of the ecosystem approach, and

providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to apply the ecosystem approach?
(decision V/6)

a) No X

b) Yes, within the country

¢) Yes, including providing support to other Parties

6. Has your country promoted regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach across
national borders? (decision V/6)

a) No X

b) Yes, informal cooperation (please provide details below)

c) Yes, formal cooperation (please provide details below)

Further comments on regional cooperation in applying the ecosystem approach across national
borders.

7. Is your country facilitating the exchange of experiences, capacity building, technology transfer
and awareness raising to assist with the implementation of the ecosystem approach? (decisions
VI1/12 and VII1/11)

a) No X

b) No, some programmes are under development

c) Yes, some programmes are being implemented (please provide details
below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please
provide details below)

Further comments on facilitating the exchange of experiences, capacity building, technology transfer
and awareness raising to assist with the implementation of the ecosystem approach.

8. Is your country creating an enabling environment for the implementation of the ecosystem
approach, including through development of appropriate institutional frameworks? (decision VI1/11)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant policies and programmes are under development

c) Yes, some policies and programmes are in place (please provide d etails
below)

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and programmes are in place (please
provide details below)

‘ Further comments on the creation of an enabling environment for the implementation of the

55




| ecosystem approach.

C. ARTICLES OF THE CONVENTION

Article 5 — Cooperation

9. Is your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond national
jurisdiction for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?

a) No

b) Yes, bilateral cooperation (please give details below) X

c) Yes, multilateral cooperation (please give details below)

d) Yes, regional and/or subregional cooperation (please give details
below)

e) Yes, other forms of cooperation (please give details below)

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties in respect of areas beyond national jurisdiction
for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

b) bilateral cooperation was established within the project for protection of the Ohrid (with Albania) and
Dojran (with Greece) lakes

The same stands for NGO's

d) regional cooperation was established between Macedonian, Greek and Albanian organizations for the
Prespa trans-border national park

- an indicative map of Pan-European ecological network for South-Eastern Europe (project financed by
PIN-MATRA)

Several regional projects for protection of wild animals (Lynx, Wolf, Brown Bear)

10. Is your country working with other Parties to develop regional, subregional or bioregional
mechanisms and networks to support implementation of the Convention? (decision VI1/27 A)

a) No X

b) No, but consultations are under way

c) Yes, some mechanisms and networks have been established (please
provide details below)

d) Yes, existing mechanisms have been strengthened (please provide
details below)

Further comments on development of regional, subregional or bioregional mechanisms and networks
to support implementation of the Convention.




a) No

b) No, but steps are under consideration

c) Yes, some steps are being taken (please specify below) X

d) Yes, comprehensive steps are being taken (please specify below)

The London Agreement

Box XLI.
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Article 6 - General measures for conservation and sustainable use

12. Has your country put in place effective national strategies, plans and programmes to provide a
national framework for implementing the three objectives of the Convention? (Goal 3.1 of the
Strategic Plan)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant strategies, plans and programmes are under
development

c) Yes, some strategies, plans and programmes are in place (please
provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive strategies, plans and programmes are in place
(please provide details below)

Further comments on the strategies, plans and programmes for implementing the three objectives of
the Convention.

13. Has your country set measurable targets within its national strategies and action plans?
(decisions 11/7 and 111/9)

a) No X

b) No, measurable targets are still in early stages of development

¢) No, but measurable targets are in advanced stages of development

d) Yes, relevant targets are in place (please provide details below)

e) Yes, reports on implementation of relevant targets available (please
provide details below)

Further comments on targets set within national biodiversity strategies and action plans.

14. Has your country identified priority actions in its national biodiversity strategy and action plan?
(decision VI1/27 A)

a) No

b) No, but priority actions are being identified

c) Yes, priority actions identified (please provide details below) X

Further comments on priority actions identified in the national biodiversity strategy and action plan.




15. Has your country integrated the conservat

ion and sustainable use of biodiversity as well as

benefit sharing into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies? (decision

VI/27 A)

a) No

b) Yes, in some sectors (please provide details below)

c) Yes, in major sectors (please provide details below)

d) Yes, in all sectors (please provide details

X

below)

Further information on integration of the cons
benefit-sharing into relevant sectoral or cross-sec

ervation and sustainable use of biodiversity and
toral plans, programmes and policies.

16. Are migratory species and their habitats addressed by your country’s national biodiversity

strategy or action plan (NBSAP)? (decision VI1/20)

a) Yes

b) No

1) If YES, please briefly describe the extent to which it addresses

(@) Conservation, sustainable use and/or
restoration of migratory species

(b) Conservation, sustainable use and/or
restoration of migratory species’
habitats, including protected areas

(c) Minimizing or eliminating barriers or
obstacles to migration

(d) Research and monitoring for migratory
species

(e) Transboundary movement

I1) If NO, please briefly indicate below

(a) The extent to which your country
addresses migratory species at
national level

Monitoring is established for Egyptian Vulture -
Project in the scope of the Balkan Vulture Action
Plan

(b) Cooperation with other Range States
since 2000
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Biodiversity and Climate Change

17. Has your country implemented projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate change that
incorporate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use? (decision VI1/15)

a) No X

b) No, but some projects or programs are under development

c) Yes, some projects have been implemented (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate change that
incorporate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use.

Concerning climate change issues, Macedonia has prepared its First National report to UNFCCC. It
includes an Action Plan with mitigation and adaptation projects for biodiversity.

18. Has your country facilitated coordination to ensure that climate change mitigation and
adaptation projects are in line with commitments made under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification?
(decision VI11/15)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are under development

c) Yes, relevant mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

Further comments on the coordination to ensure that climate change mitigation and adaptation
projects are in line with commitments made under the UNFCCC and the UNCCD.

Box XLII.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.




Article 7 - lIdentification and monitoring

19. On Article 7(a), does your country have an ongoing programme to identify components of
biological diversity at the genetic, species, ecosystem level?

a) No X

b) Yes, selected/partial programmes at the genetic, species and/or
ecosystem level only (please specify and provide details below)

c) Yes, complete programmes at ecosystem level and selected/partial
inventories at the genetic and/or species level (please specify and
provide details below)

Further comments on ongoing programmes to identify components of biodiversity at the genetic,
species and ecosystem level.

20. On Article 7(b), which components of biological diversity identified in accordance with Annex |
of the Convention, have ongoing, systematic monitoring programmes?

a) at ecosystem level (please provide percentage based on area covered)

b) at species level (please provide number of species per taxonomic
group and percentage of total known number of species in each

group)

c) at genetic level (please indicate number and focus of monitoring
programmes )

Further comments on ongoing monitoring programmes at the genetic, species and ecosystem level.

21. On Article 7(c), does your country have ongoing, systematic monitoring programmes on any
of the following key threats to biodiversity?

a) No

b) Yes, invasive alien species (please provide details below)

c) Yes, climate change (please provide details below)

d) Yes, pollution/eutrophication (please provide details below) X

e) Yes, land use change/land degradation (please provide details below)

f) Yes, overexploitation or unsustainable use (please provide details
below)

Further comments on monitoring programmes on key threats to biodiversity.

There are continuous monitoring activities on the rivers and lakes, conducted by the Hydro-
meteorological Instiute of Macedonia.
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22. On Article 7 (d), does your country have a mechanism to maintain and organize data derived

from inventories and monitoring programmes and coordinate information collection and management
at the national level?

a) No

b) No, but some mechanisms or systems are being considered

¢) Yes, some mechanisms or systems are being established X

d) Yes, some mechanisms or systems are in place (please provide details
below)

e) Yes, a relatively complete system is in place (please provide details
below)

Further information on the coordination of data and information collection and management.

The Information centar of MOEPP supplies information from the monitoring of waters and air and
submits them to the European Environmental Agency.

23. Does your country use indicators for national-level monitoring of biodiversity? (decision
111/10)

a) No X

b) No, but identification of potential indicators is under way (please
describe)

c) Yes, some indicators identified and in use (please describe and, if
available, provide website address, where data are summarized and
presented)

d) Yes, a relatively complete set of indicators identified and in use
(please describe and, if available, provide website address, where
data are summarized and presented

Further comments on the indicators identified and in use.

Box XLIII.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.
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Decisions on Taxonomy

24. Has your country developed a plan to implement the suggested actions as annexed to decision
1V/1? (decision 1V/1)

a) No X

b) No, but a plan is under development

c) Yes, aplanis in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, reports on implementation available (please provide details
below)

Further information on a plan to implement the suggested actions as annexed to decision 1V/1.

25. Is your country investing on a long-term basis in the development of appropriate
infrastructure for your national taxonomic collections? (decision 1V/1)

a) No

b) Yes (please provide details below) X

Further information on investment on a long-term basis in the development of appropriate
infrastructure for your national taxonomic collections.

The most important taxonomic collections are kept in the Macedonian Natural History Museum and the
Institute of Biology (Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics - Skopje)

MOEPP has financed the construction of the object for acclimatization, reproduction and rearing of
endemic, relict, rare and medical plants of the Macedonian flora.

Currently, there is an insufficient interest of the state for investments in employing young researchers in
the field of taxonomy. In parallel, there is a lack of interest among the researchers in taxonomy, and this
is the main obstacle for development of the optimal infrastructure in this sense.

26. Does your country provide training programmes in taxonomy and work to increase its capacity
of taxonomic research? (decision 1V/1)

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further information on training programmes in taxonomy and efforts to increase the capacity of
taxonomic research.

- Institutional programs exist at the post-graduate studies at the Institute of Biology, Faculty of Natural
Sciences

- Educational research programs organized by the NGO's.




27. Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biological diversity
inventories and taxonomic activities are financially and administratively stable? (decision 1V/1)

a) No X

b) No, but steps are being considered

c) Yes, for some institutions

d) Yes, for all major institutions

28% 2 s your country collaborating with the existing regional, subregional and global initiatives,

partnerships and institutions in carrying out the programme of work, including assessing regional
taxonomic needs and identifying regional-level priorities? (decision VI1/8)

a) No

b) No, but collaborative programmes are under development

c) Yes, some collaborative programmes are being implemented (please

provide details about collaborative programmes, including results of X
regional needs assessments)

d) Yes, comprehensive collaborative programmes are being implemented
(please provide details about collaborative programmes, including
results of regional needs assessment and priority identification)

Further information on the collaboration your country is carrying out to implement the programme of
work for the GTI, including regional needs assessment and priority identification.

There is co-operation between individual experts (botanists) from the Institute of Biology in different
global projects, like EURO+MED PLANT Base

The Natural History Museum is involved in the project "Fauna Europaea”

The Institute of Biology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics in Skopje is participating in the
ECCF project: Mapping and monitoring macromycetes in Europe

The Hydro biological Institute - Ohrid is involved in the project "Comparative taxonomic and genetic
research of the benthal, zooplankton and fish fauna" on the European level

2 The questions marked with * in this section on Taxonomy are similar to some questions contained in the format

for a report on the implementation of the programme of work on the Global Taxonomy Initiative. Those countries

that have submitted such a report do not need to answer these questions unless they have updated information to
provide.




29.* Has your country made an assessment of taxonomic needs and capacities at the national level
for the implementation of the Convention? (annex to decision VI1/8)

a) No X

b) Yes, basic assessment made (please provide below a list of needs and
capacities identified)

c) Yes, thorough assessment made (please provide below a list of needs
and capacities identified)

Further comments on national assessment of taxonomic needs and capacities.

30.% 1s your country working on regional or global capacity building to support access to, and
generation of, taxonomic information in collaboration with other Parties? (annex to decision V1/8)

a) No X

b) Yes, relevant programmes are under development

c) Yes, some activities are being undertaken for this purpose (please
provide details below)

d) Yes, many activities are being undertaken for this purpose (please
provide details below)

Further comments on regional or global capacity-building to support access to, and generation of,
taxonomic information in collaboration with other Parties.

31.* Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the programmes of

work under the Convention as called upon in decision VI/8? (annex to decision VI1/8)

a) No X

b) Yes, for forest biodiversity (please provide details below)

c) Yes, for marine and coastal biodiversity (please provide details below)

d) Yes, for dry and sub-humid lands (please provide details below)

e) Yes, for inland waters biodiversity (please provide details below)

f) Yes, for mountain biodiversity (please provide details below)

g) Yes, for protected areas (please provide details below)

h) Yes, for agricultural biodiversity (please provide details below)

i) Yes, for island biodiversity (please provide details below)

Further comments on the development of taxonomic support for the implementation of the
programmes of work under the Convention.
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32.% Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the cross-cutting

issues under the Convention as called upon in decision VI1/8?

a) No X

b) Yes, for access and benefit-sharing (please provide details below)

c) Yes, for Article 8(j) (please provide details below)

d) Yes, for the ecosystem approach (please provide details below)

e) Yes, for impact assessment, monitoring and indicators (please provide
details below)

f) Yes, for invasive alien species (please provide details below)

g) Yes, for others (please provide details below)

Further comments on the development of taxonomic support for the implementation of the cross-
cutting issues under the Convention.

Article 8 - In-situ conservation
[excluding paragraphs (a) to (e), (h) and (§)]

33. On Article 8(i), has your country endeavored to provide the conditions needed for
compatibility between present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of
its components?

a) No

b) No, but potential measures are being identified X

c) Yes, some measures undertaken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures undertaken (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the measures taken to provide the conditions needed for compatibility between
present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components.

In the NBSAP, the In-situ conservation is one of the most important strategic goals. Sustainable use of
the component biological diversity is treated by the special strategic objective through:

- Assessment and determination of limits for use of the biological resources
- Improvement of the methodologies for sustainable use of Agro biodiversity

- Promotion of sustainable use and restoration of forest resources




- Sustainable use of game and fisheries

- Promotion of traditional uses of biodiversity and eco-tourism

34. On Article 8(k), has your country developed or maintained the necessary legislation and/or
other regulatory provisions for the protection of threatened species and populations?

a) No

b) No, but legislation is being developed X

c) Yes, legislation or other measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further information on the legislation and/or regulations for the protection of threatened species and
populations.

The Law on Nature Protection provides for elaboration of the Red List in the next three years. On the
basis of it, the regime of conservation of the threatened species will be regulated.

35. On Article 8(l), does your country regulate or manage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biological diversity?

a) No X

b) No, but relevant processes and categories of activities being identified

c) Yes, to a limited extent (please provide details below)

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)

Further comments on the regulation or management of the processes and categories of activities
identified by Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biodiversity.

Box XLIV.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation
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Programme of Work on Protected Areas (Article 8 (a) to (e))

36. Has your country established suitable time bound and measurable national-level protected areas
targets and indicators? (decision VI1/28)

a) No (please specify reasons)

b) No, but relevant work is under way X

c) Yes, some targets and indicators established (please provide details
below)

d) Yes, comprehensive targets and indicators established (please provide
details below)

Further comments on targets and indicators for protected areas.

The country has established time bound, measurable national-level protected areas targets, presented
in detail in the section ‘Strategic Approach A: In Situ Conservation’ of the Biodiversity Action Plan, 2004.
The Physical Plan of the Republic of Macedonia (2004) has set as a target an increase in number and
area of protected areas.

The recently adopted Law on Nature Protection sets up the time frame for re-categorization of the
existing protected areas and for establishing a protected areas network, according to the Natura 2000
principles.

37. Has your country taken action to establish or expand protected areas in any large or relatively
unfragmented natural area or areas under high threat, including securing threatened species?
(decision VI11/28)

a) No

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development

c) Yes, limited actions taken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, significant actions taken (please provide details below) X

Further comments on actions taken to establish or expand protected areas.

The largest areas are covered by the National Parks and these are: NP Mavrovo with 73,088 ha, NP
Galicica with 22,750 ha, and NP Pelister with 12,500 ha. The National Park Pelister is dominated by
Macedonian pine species (Pinus peuce). A total of 83 floral species are protected within NPs.

All three large natural lakes (Ohrid, Prespa and Dojran) are already protected as natural monuments.

Expansion of large, not fragmented natural areas (in the scope of the protected areas system) is
foreseen in the NBSAP.

38. Has your country taken any action to address the under representation of marine and inland
water ecosystems in the existing national or regional systems of protected areas? (decision VI1/28)

a) No

b) Not applicable

c) No, but relevant actions are being considered X

d) Yes, limited actions taken (please provide details below)

e) Yes, significant actions taken (please provide details below)




Further comments on actions taken to address the under representation of marine and inland water
ecosystems in the existing national or regional systems of protected areas.

Aside of the large natural lakes, rivers and other wetland ecosystems are underrepresented in the
national system of protected areas.

39. Has your country identified and implemented practical steps for improving the integration of
protected areas into broader land and seascapes, including policy, planning and other measures?
(decision VI11/28)

a) No

b) No, but some programmes are under development

c) Yes, some steps identified and implemented (please provide details X
below)

d) Yes, many steps identified and implemented (please provide details
below)

Further comments on practical steps for improving integration of protected areas into broader land
and seascapes, including policy, planning and other measures.

The International Prespa Park intends to include the mountainous and lake ecosystems of the whole
Prespa watershed.

40. Is your country applying environmental impact assessment guidelines to projects or plans for
evaluating effects on protected areas? (decision VI11/28)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant EIA guidelines are under development

c) Yes, EIA guidelines are applied to some projects or plans (please
provide details below)

d) Yes, EIA guidelines are applied to all relevant projects or plans (please
provide details below)

Further comments on application of environmental impact assessment guidelines to projects or plans
for evaluating effects on protected areas.

According to the Law on Nature Protection (Article 17), a procedure for assessment of the impact on
nature shall be carried out for the management plans of protected areas, in accordance with the Law on
Environment. The annual programmes adopted for the purpose of implementation of the management
plans of protected areas shall be subject to a procedure for assessment of the impact on nature, in
accordance with the Law on Environment, in case when the programme is not in compliance with the
management plan of the protected area.
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41. Has your country identified legislative and institutional gaps and barriers that impede effective
establishment and management of protected areas? (decision VI1/28)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant work is under way

c) Yes, some gaps and barriers identified (please provide details below))

d) Yes, many gaps and barriers identified (please provide details below)

Further comments on identification of legislative and institutional gaps and barriers that impede
effective establishment and management of protected areas.

42. Has your country undertaken national protected-area capacity needs assessments and
established capacity building programmes? (decision VI11/28)

a) No

b) No, but assessments are under way

c) Yes, a basic assessment undertaken and some programmes
. . . X
established (please provide details below)

d) Yes, a thorough assessment undertaken and comprehensive
programmes established (please provide details below)

Further comments on protected-area capacity needs assessment and establishment of capacity
building programmes.

There are capacity building programs only for the National Parks, but not for other protected areas.

43. Is your country implementing country-level sustainable financing plans that support national
systems of protected areas? (decision VI1/28)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant plan is under development

c) Yes, relevant plan is in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, relevant plan is being implemented (please provide details below)

Further comments on implementation of country-level sustainable financing plans that support
national systems of protected areas.
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44. Is your country implementing appropriate methods, standards, criteria and indicators for
evaluating the effectiveness of protected areas management and governance? (decision VI1/28)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant methods, standards, criteria and indicators are under
development

c) Yes, some national methods, standards, criteria and indicators
developed and in use (please provide details below)

d) Yes, some national methods, standards, criteria and indicators
developed and in use and some international methods, standards,
criteria and indicators in use (please provide details below)

Further comments on methods, standards, criteria and indicators for evaluating the effectiveness of
protected areas management and governance.

Box XLV.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

The principal constraint encountered in the implementation of the national biodiversity strategy and action
plan is the lack of funds, which impedes the successful management of protected areas.

Article 8(h) - Alien species

45. Has your country identified alien species introduced into its territory and established a system
for tracking the introduction of alien species?

a) No

b) Yes, some alien species identified but a tracking system not yet
established

c) Yes, some alien species identified and tracking system in place

d) Yes, alien species of major concern identified and tracking system in
place
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46. Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystems, habitats or species by the
introduction of these alien species?

a) No

b) Yes, but only for some alien species of concern (please provide details
below)

c) Yes, for most alien species (please provide details below)

Further information on the assessment of the risks posed to ecosystems, habitats or species by the
introduction of these alien species.

For the time being, plant invasive alien species do not represent a serious problem for the biodiversity
status in the Republic of Macedonia. The distribution of some of these species is followed by the
scientists, e.g. Elodea Canadensis (Ohrid Lake and the river Crn Drim). Lately, the presence of new
species was recorded, e.g. Solanum eleagnifolium.

The spreading of Psudotsuga douglasii could be problematic (the species very often used for
forestation), especially in the Pelister National Park. During the last few years, the presence of pollen
grains of allergenic species Ambrosia artemisifolia was registered (it is still not present in the territory of
the R. Macedonia).

The threat of the invasive species on the fresh water fauna is an open problem in Macedonia, especially
taking into account the trans-border character of the water ecosystems and the different regulations for
these issues in the neighboring countries. This concerns fishes (and their parasites) at the most.

47. Has your country undertaken measures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate,
those alien species which threaten ecosystems, habitats or species?

a) No

b) No, but potential measures are under consideration X

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further information on the measures to prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien
species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species.

Legislation is in place, but the implementation is unsatisfactory. According to the Law on Protection of
Nature (Article 25), the introduction of species into nature is forbidden.

48. In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country developed, or involved itself in,
mechanisms for international cooperation, including the exchange of best practices? (decision V/8)

a) No X

b) Yes, bilateral cooperation

c) Yes, regional and/or subregional cooperation

d) Yes, multilateral cooperation
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49. Is your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bio-geographical
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species? (decision V/8)

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further comments on the use of the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bio-geographical
approaches in work on alien invasive species.

50. Has your country identified national needs and priorities for the implementation of the Guiding
Principles? (decision VI1/23)

a) No X

b) No, but needs and priorities are being identified

¢) Yes, national needs and priorities have been identified (please provide
below a list of needs and priorities identified)

Further comments on the identification of national needs and priorities for the implementation of the
Guiding Principles.

51. Has your country created mechanisms to coordinate national programmes for applying the
Guiding Principles? (decision VI1/23)

a) No X

b) No, but mechanisms are under development

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

Further comments on the mechanisms created to coordinate national programmes for implementing
the Guiding Principles.

52. Has your country reviewed relevant policies, legislation and institutions in the light of the Guiding
Principles, and adjusted or developed policies, legislation and institutions? (decision V1/23)

a) No X

b) No, but review under way

c) Yes, review completed and adjustment proposed (please provide
details below)

d) Yes, adjustment and development ongoing

e) Yes, some adjustments and development completed (please provide
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details below)

Further information on the review, adjustment or development of policies, legislation and institutions
in light of the Guiding Principles.

53. Is your country enhancing cooperation between various sectors in order to improve prevention,
early detection, eradication and/or control of invasive alien species? (decision VI1/23)

a) No X

b) No, but potential coordination mechanisms are under consideration

¢) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

Further comments on cooperation between various sectors.

54. Is your country collaborating with trading partners and neighboring countries to address threats
of invasive alien species to biodiversity in ecosystems that cross international boundaries? (decision
V1/23)

a) No X

b) Yes, relevant collaborative programmes are under development

c) Yes, relevant programmes are in place (please specify below the
measures taken for this purpose)

Further comments on collaboration with trading partners and neighboring countries.

55. Is your country developing capacity to use risk assessment to address threats of invasive alien
species to biodiversity and incorporate such methodologies in environmental impact assessment
(EIA) and strategic environmental assessment (SEA)? (decision VI1/23)

a) No X

b) No, but programmes for this purpose are under development

c) Yes, some activities for developing capacity in this field are being
undertaken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive activities are being undertaken (please provide
details below)

Further information on capacity development to address threats of invasive alien species.
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56. Has your country developed financial measures and other policies and tools to promote activities
to reduce the threats of invasive species? (decision VI1/23)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant measures and policies are under development

c) Yes, some measures, policies and tools are in place (please provide
details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures and tools are in place (please provide
details below)

Further comments on the development of financial measures and other policies and tools for the
promotion of activities to reduce the threats of invasive species.

Box XLVI.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 8(j) - Traditional knowledge and related provisions

GURTS

57. Has your country created and developed capacity-building programmes to involve and enable
smallholder farmers, indigenous and local communities, and other relevant stakeholders to effectively
participate in decision-making processes related to genetic use restriction technologies?

a) No X

b) No, but some programmes are under development

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details
below)

Further comments on capacity-building programmes to involve and enable smallholder farmers,
indigenous and local communities and other relevant stakeholders to effectively participate in
decision-making processes related to GURTS.
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Status and Trends

58. Has your country supported indigenous and local communities in undertaking field studies to
determine the status, trends and threats related to the knowledge, innovations and practices of
indigenous and local communities? (decision VI1/16)

a) No X

b) No, but support to relevant studies is being considered

c) Yes (please provide information on the studies undertaken)

Further information on the studies undertaken to determine the status, trends and threats related to
the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities, and priority actions
identified.

Akweé :Kon Guidelines

59. Has your country initiated a legal and institutional review of matters related to cultural,
environmental and social impact assessment, with a view to incorporating the Akwé:Kon Guidelines
into national legislation, policies, and procedures?

a) No X

b) No, but review is under way

c) Yes, areview undertaken (please provide details on the review)

Further information on the review.

60. Has your country used the Akwé:Kon Guidelines in any project proposed to take place on sacred
sites and/or land and waters traditionally occupied by indigenous and local communities? (decision
VI11/16)

a) No X

b) No, but a review of the Akweé : Kon guidelines is under way

c) Yes, to some extent (please provide details below)

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)

Further information on the projects where the Akwé:Kon Guidelines are applied.
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Capacity Building and Participation of Indigenous and Local Communities

61. Has your country undertaken any measures to enhance and strengthen the capacity of
indigenous and local communities to be effectively involved in decision-making related to the use of
their traditional knowlkedge, innovations and practices relevant to the conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity? (decision V/16)

a) No X

b) No, but some programmes being developed

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details below)

Further information on the measures to enhance and strengthen the capacity of indigenous and local
communities.

62. Has your country developed appropriate mechanisms, guidelines, legislation or other initiatives
to foster and promote the effective participation of indigenous and local communities in decision
making, policy planning and development and implementation of the conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity at international, regional, subregional, national and local levels? (decision V/16)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant mechanisms, guidelines and legislation are under
development

c) Yes, some mechanisms, guidelines and legislation are in place (please
provide details below)

Further information on the mechanisms, guidelines and legislation developed.

63. Has your country developed mechanisms for promoting the full and effective participation of
indigenous and local communities with specific provisions for the full, active and effective
participation of women in all elements of the programme of work? (decision V/16, annex)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are being developed

¢) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

Further comments on the mechanisms for promoting the full and effective participation of women of
indigenous and local communities in all elements of the programme of work.
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Support to implementation

a) No X

b) No, but relevant work is under way

c) Yes

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details about the outcome of meetings)

a) No X

b) Yes, to some extent (please provide details below)

c) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)

Box XLVII.




Article 9 - Ex-situ conservation

67. On Article 9(a) and (b), has your country adopted measures for the ex-situ conservation of
components of biological diversity native to your country and originating outside your country?

a) No X
b) No, but potential measures are under review

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details

below)

Further information on the measures adopted for the ex-situ conservation of components of
biodive rsity native to your country and originating outside your country.

68. On Article 9(c), has your country adopted measures for the reintroduction of threatened
species into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions?

a) No

b) No, but potential measures are under review X
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details

below)

Further comments on the measures for the reintroduction of threatened species into their natural
habitats under appropriate conditions.

Reintroduction of bearded, griffon and black vulture is under consideration in the scope of the activities
of Balkan Vulture Action Plan.

69. On Article 9(d), has your country taken measures to regulate and manage the collection of
biological resources from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to threaten
ecosystems and in-situ populations of species?

a) No X
b) No, but potential measures are under review

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details

below)

Further information on the measures to regulate and manage the collection of biological resources
from natural habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes so as not to threaten ecosystems and in-situ
populations of species.
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Box XLVIII.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically

focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f) constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 10 - Sustainable use of components of biological diversity

70. On Article 10(a), has your country integrated consideration of the conservation and

sustainable use of biological resources into national decision-making?

a) No
b) No, but steps are being taken
c) Yes, in some relevant sectors (please provide details below)

d) Yes, in most relevant sectors (please provide details below)

X

Further information on integrating consideration of conservation and sustainable use of biological

resources into national decision-making.

71. On Article 10(b), has your country adopted measures relating to the use of biological

resources that avoid or minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity?

a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

X

Further information on the measures adopted relating to the use of biological resources that avoid or

minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity.




72. On Article 10(c), has your country put in place measures that protect and encourage
customary use of biological resources that is compatible with conservation or sustainable use
requirements?

a) No X

b) No, but potential measures are under review

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further information on the measures that protect and encourage customary use of biological
resources that is compatible with conservation or sustainable use requirements.

73. On Article 10(d), has your country put in place measures that help local populations develop
and implement remedial action in degraded areas where biological diversity has been reduced?

a) No X

b) No, but potential measures are under review

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further information on the measures that help local populations develop and implement remedial
action in degraded areas where biodiversity has been reduced.

74. Has your country identified indicators and incentive measures for sectors relevant to the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision V/24)

a) No X

b) No, but assessment of potential indicators and incentive measures is
under way

c) Yes, indicators and incentive measures identified (please describe
below)

Further comments on the identification of indicators and incentive measures for sectors relevant to
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.
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75. Has your country implemented sustainable use practices, programmes and policies for the
sustainable use of biological diversity, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation? (decision V/24)

a) No X

b) No, but potential practices, programmes and policies are under review

c) Yes, some policies and programmes are in place (please provide
details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive policies and programmes are in place (please
provide details below)

Further information on sustainable use programmes and policies.

76. Has your country developed or explored mechanisms to involve the private sector in
initiatives on the sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision V/24)

a) No X

b) No, but mechanisms are under development

c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please describe below)

Further comments on the development of mechanisms to involve the private sector in initiatives on
the sustainable use of biodiversity.

77. Has your country initiated a process to apply the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity? (decision VI1/12)

a) No X

b) No, but the principles and guidelines are under review

c) Yes, a process is being planned

d) Yes, a process has been initiated (please provide detailed information)

Further information on the process to apply the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity.
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78. Has your country taken any initiative or action to develop and transfer technologies and provide
financial resources to assist in the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity? (decision VI1/12)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development

c) Yes, some technologies developed and transferred and limited
financial resources provided (please provide details below)

d) Yes, many technologies developed and transferred and significant
financial resources provided (please provide details below)

Further comments on the development and transfer of technologies and provision of financial
resources to assist in the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity.

Biodiversity and Tourism

79. Has your country established mechanisms to assess, monitor and measure the impact of
tourism on biodiversity?

a) No X

b) No, but mechanisms are under development

¢c) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please specify below)

d) Yes, existing mechanisms are under review

Further comments on the establishment of mechanisms to assess, monitor and measure the impact
of tourism on biodiversity.

These issues were addressed in the Management Plan of Pelister National Park.

80. Has your country provided educational and traning programmes to the tourism operators so
as to increase their awareness of the impacts of tourism on biodiversity and upgrade the technical
capacity at the local level to minimize the impacts? (decision V/25)

a) No X

b) No, but programmes are under development

c) Yes, programmes are in place (please describe below)

Further comments on educational and training programmes provided to tourism operators.




81. Does your country provide indigenous and local communities with capacity-building and financial
resources to support their participation in tourism policy-making, development planning, product
development and management? (decision VI1/14)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant programmes are being considered

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details
below)

Further comments in the capacity-building and financial resources provided to indigenous and local

communities to support their participation in tourism policy-making, development planning, product
development and management.

82. Has your country integrated the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism Development in the
development or review of national strategies and plans for tourism development, national biodiversity
strategies and actions plans, and other related sectoral strategies? (decision VI1/14)

a) No, but the guidelines are under review X

b) No, but a plan is under consideration to integrate some principles of
the guidelines into relevant strategies

c) Yes, a few principles of the guidelines are integrated into some
sectoral plans and NBSAPs (please specify which principle and sector)

d) Yes, many principles of the guidelines are integrated into some
sectoral plans and NBSAPs (please specify which principle and sector)

Further information on the sectors where the principles of the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism
Development are integrated.

Box XLIX.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.




Article 11 - Incentive measures

83. Has your country established programmes to identify and adopt economically and socially
sound measures that act as incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of components of
biological diversity?

a) No X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development

c) Yes, some programmes are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are in place (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the programmes to identify and adopt incentives for the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity.

84. Has your country developed the mechanisms or approaches to ensure adequate incorporation

of both market and non-market values of biological diversity into relevant plans, policies and
programmes and other relevant areas? (decisions 111/18 and 1V/10)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant mechanisms are under development

¢) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, review of impact of mechanisms available (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the mechanism or approaches to incorporate market and non-market values of
biodiversity into relevant plans, policies and programmes.

85. Has your country developed training and capacity-building programmes to implement
incentive measures and promote private-sector initiatives? (decision 111/18)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development

c) Yes, some programmes are in place

d) Yes, many programmes are in place




86. Does your country take into consideration the proposals for the design and implementation of
incentive measures as contained in Annex | to decision VI/15 when designing and implementing
incentive measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity? (decision VI/15)

b) Yes (please provide details below)

a) No X

Further information on the proposals considered when designing and implementing the incentive
measures for the conservation and sustainable use of bio diversity.

(decis

87. Has your country made any progress in removing or mitigating policies or practices that
generate perverse incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?

ion VI1/18)

©)

b) No, but identification of such policies and practices is under way

d) Yes, relevant policies and practices identified and removed or

a) No X

Yes, relevant policies and practices identified but not entirely removed
or mitigated (please provide details below)

mitigated (please provide details below)

Further information on perverse incentives identified and/or removed or mitigated.

Box L.
Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.
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Article 12 - Research and training

a) No

b) No, but programmes are under development

c) Yes, programmes are in place (please provide details below)

Education concerning identification and conservation of biodiversity is conducted at the universities.

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)

There are certain initiatives for biodiversity conservation supported by the relevant ministries.

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)
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Box LI.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article specifically focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;
b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;
d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f) constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 13 - Public education and awareness

91. Is your country implementing a communication, education and public awareness strategy and
promoting public participation in support of the Convention? (Goal 4.1 of the Strategic Plan)

a) No X

b) No, but a CEPA strategy is under development

c) Yes, a CEPA strategy developed and public participation promoted to a
limited extent (please provide details below)

d) Yes, a CEPA strategy developed and public participation promoted to a
significant extent (please provide details below)

Further comments on the implementation of a CEPA strategy and the promotion of public
participation in support of the Convention.

Governmental and non-governmental organizations undertake measures and activities for public
awareness raising that are in accordance with CEPA.

92. Is your country undertaking any activities to facilitate the implementation of the programme of
work on Communication, Education and Public Awareness as contained in the annex to decision
V1/19? (decision VI1/19)

a) No X

b) No, but some programmes are under development

c) Yes, some activities are being undertaken (please provide details
below)

d) Yes, many activities are being undertaken (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the activities to facilitate the implementation of the programme of work on
CEPA.




93. Is your country strongly and effectively promoting biodiversity-related issues through the press,
the various media and public relations and communications networks at national level? (decision
VI1/19)

a) No

b) No, but some programmes are under development

c) Yes, to a limited extent (please provide details below) X

d) Yes, to a significant extent (please provide details below)

Further comments on the promotion of biodiversity-related issues through the press, the various
media and public relations and communications networks at national level.

MOEPP, scientific institutions and NGOs are promoting the importance of biodiversity through the
printed and electronic media.

94. Does your country promote the communication, education and public awareness of biodiversity
at the local level? (decision V1/19)

a) No

b) Yes (please provide details below) X

Further information on the efforts to promote the communication, education and public awareness of
biodiversity at the local level.

Organization of eco-camps; organization of educational workshops for sustainable use of biodiversity.

95. Is your country supporting national, regional and international activities prioritized by the
Global Initiative on Education and Public Awareness? (decision V1/19)

a) No X

b) No, but some programmes are under development

c) Yes, some activities supported (please provide details below)

d) Yes, many activities supported (please provide details below)

Further comments on the support of national, regional and international activities prioritized by the
Global Initiative on Education and Public Awareness.




96. Has your country developed adequate capacity to deliver initiatives on communication,
education and public awareness?

a) No X

b) No, but some programmes are under development

c) Yes, some programmes are being implemented (please provide details
below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please
provide details below)

Further comments on the development of adequate capacity to deliver initiatives on communication,
education and public awareness.

There is an Office for Communication with the Public within the MOEPP.

97. Does your country promote cooperation and exchange programmes for biodiversity education
and awareness at the national, regional and international levels? (decisions IV /10 and VI1/19)

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further comments on the promotion of cooperation and exchange programmes for biodiversity
education and awareness, at the national, regional and international levels.

98. Is your country undertaking some CEPA activities for implementation of cross-cutting issues
and thematic programmes of work adopted under the Convention?

a) No (please specify reasons below) X

b) Yes, some activities undertaken for some issues and thematic areas
(please provide details below)

c) Yes, many activities undertaken for most issues and thematic areas
(please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive activities undertaken for all issues and thematic
areas (please provide details below)

Further comments on the CEPA activities for implementation of cross-cutting issues and thematic
programmes of work adopted under the Convention.




99. Does your country support initiatives by major groups, key actors and stakeholders that
integrate biological diversity conservation matters in their practice and education programmes as
well as into their relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies? (decision

1V/10 and Goal 4.4 of the Strategic Plan)

a) No

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further comments on the initiatives by major groups, key actors and stakeholders that integrate
biodiversity conservation in their practice and education programmes as well as their relevant

sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies.

100. Is your country communicating the various elements of the 2010 biodiversity target and
establishing appropriate linkages to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development in the
implementation of your national CEPA programmes and activities? (decision VI1/24)

a) No
b) No, but some programmes are under development

c) Yes, some programmes developed and activities undertaken for this
purpose (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes developed and many activities
undertaken for this purpose (please provide details below)

X

Further comments on the communication of the various elements of the 2010 biodiversity target and
the establishment of linkages to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development.

Box LII.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically

focusing on:
a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
f) constraints encountered in implementation.
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Article 14 - Impact assessment and minimizing adverse impacts

101. On Article 14.1(a), has your country developed legislation requiring an environmental
impact assessment of proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biological diversity?

a) No

b) No, legislation is still in early stages of development

c¢) No, but legislation is in advanced stages of development

d) Yes, legislation is in place (please provide details below) X

e) Yes, review of implementation available (please provide details below)

Further information on the legislation requiring EIA of proposed projects likely to have adverse
effects on biodiversity.

The Macedonian legislation regarding EIA is in place (Law on Environment) and is based on the EC
Directive on EIA (85/337/EEC). Besides EIA, the Law on Environment incorporates regulation on SEA
and impact assessment in trans-boundary context. Article 76 of the Law on Environment specifically
states that, among others, "impacts on humans and biodiversity" is a criterion in the assessment of the
need of EIA for a certain project. Annex 2 of the Law on Envi ronment contains a mandatory list of the
projects that require EIA, like water regulating activities, quarries, peat-bogs exploitation, introduction of
alien species, forest exploitation and aforestation, and use of uncultivated land or semi-natural areas for
agricultural purposes, fish culture. The project is not granted consent if it is likely to have significant
effects on the environment. Biodiversity is considered as part of the environment.

The Law on Nature Protection has regulated more specifically the procedure for assessment of the
impact on nature of the planned activities, in order to avoid or minimize nature degradation. In this
context, the article on nature degradation shall be: extinction and reduction of species; change of
character and composition of biocoenosis; deteriorated function of ecosystems; conservation, breaking,
damaging, destroying, cutting, uprooting, filling in, exploitation of stone, sand, gravel, soil and mineral
resources; pollution of the air, soil and water and other similar activities, as well as introduction of alien
species in the nature on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia.

102. gd On Article 14.1(b), has your country developed mechanisms to ensure that due
consideration is given to the environmental consequences of national programmes and policies that
are likely to have significant adverse impacts on biological diversity?

a) No

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development

¢) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development X

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

Further comments on the mechanisms developed to ensure that due consideration is given to the
environmental consequences of national programmes and policies that are likely to have significant
adverse impacts on biodiversity.

92




The legislation on SEA is incorporated in the Law on Environment. As in the case of EIA, it implements
the EC Directive (2001/42/EC). However, annexes with the list of plans, programs and policies (PPP)
that require SEA is not adopted yet. According to the provisions in Articles 65 of the Law on
Environment, SEA should be implemented in the case of PPPs in agriculture, forestry, fishery, energy,
industry, mining, transportation, regional development, telecommunications, waste management, water
management, tourism, spatial and urban planning and land use, National Environmental Action Plan,
local action plans... Regulation on SEA addresses the effects of PPP on environment (considers
biodiversity as an integral part) and human livelihood and health.

The Law on Nature Protection (Article 15) regulates these issues, as well: When the public
administration bodies daft development, strategic, plan and programme documents, which may have
significant effect on nature, it shall be necessary to perform a possible nature impact assessment of the
measures and activities anticipated by these strategies, plans or programmes. The Principle of
integration of this law states that the measures and activities of nature protection shall be integrated in
all development strategic, planning and programme documents, plans for spatial development and use,
as well as in the plans for natural wealth management and use.

103. On Article 14.1(c), is your country implementing bilateral, regional and/or multilateral
agreements on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your country’s
jurisdiction?

a) No

b) No, but assessment of options is in progress

c) Yes, some completed, others in progress (please provide details below) | X

d) Yes (please provide details below)

Further information on the bilateral, regional and/or multilateral agreements on activities likely to
significantly affect biodiversity outside your country’s jurisdiction.

Macedonia has ratified the ESPOO convention (Convention of Environmental Impact Assessment in a
trans-boundary context) and has signed the SEA Protocol. All the requirements from those international
agreements are implemented in the Law on Environment, both in the case of SEA and EIA.

The new Law on Environment, which stipulates the procedures for environmental impact assessment
(EIA) in a trans-boundary context for projects carried out on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia,
projects that may have impact on the environment on the territories of other countries, and vice versa,
i.e. projects carried out on the territories of other countries, that may have impact on the environment in
the territory of the Republic of Macedonia. The Ministry of Environment shall notify and invite the
neighbouring country to take part in consultations about plans, programs, policies or EIA projects in the
case of trans-boundary impacts. The Ministry shall submit the SEA or EIA study to the neighbouring
country and any other relevant document on request.

On the basis of the identified need for appropriate implementation of the Espoo Convention, the MEPP
expressed an interest for participation in the development of the Multilateral Agreement for
Implementation of the Espoo Convention among the countries of the South and Eastern Europe, which
activity is underway at the moment.
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104. On Article 14.1(d), has your country put mechanisms in place to prevent or minimize
danger or damage originating in your territory to biological diversity in the territory of other Parties
or in areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction?

a) No

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development

¢) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place based on current scientific knowledge X

105. On Article 14.1(e), has your country established national mechanisms for emergency
response to activities or events which present a grave and imminent danger to biological diversity?

a) No X

b) No, mechanisms are still in early stages of development

¢) No, but mechanisms are in advanced stages of development

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place (please provide details below)

Further information on national mechanisms for emergency response to the activities or events which
present a grave and imminent danger to biodiversity.

106. Is your country applying the Guidelines for Incorporating Biodiversity-related Issues into
Environment-lmpact-Assessment Legislation or Processes and in Strategic Impact Assessment as
contained in the annex to decision VI/7 in the context of the implementation of paragraph 1 of Article
14?2 (decision VI/7)

a) No X

b) No, but application of the guidelines under consideration

c) Yes, some aspects being applied (please specify below) X

d) Yes, major aspects being applied (please specify below)

Further comments on application of the guidelines.

107. On Article 14 (2), has your country put in place national legislative, administrative or policy
measures regarding liability and redress for damage to biological diversity? (decision VI1/11)

a) No

b) Yes (plkase specify the measures) X

Further comments on national legislative, administrative or policy measures regarding liability and
redress for damage to biological diversity.

One of the basic principles of the Law on Environment is "polluter pays", which is applied in biodiversity
issues. The Law on Nature Protection contains this principle, as well: Principle - user pays — when
using the nature, the user of the nature is obliged to compensate the costs for maintenance of the
natural balance and for enjoying the natural heritage, as well as for recovery of the nature degradation
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that occurs when using the nature and enjoying the natural heritage.

108. Has your country put in place any measures to prevent damage to biological diversity?

a) No

b) No, but some measures are being developed

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further information on the measures in place to prevent damage to biological diversity.

There are number of measures foreseen in the legislation for the prevention of damage to biological
diversity, especially in the Law on Environment, Law on Nature Protection, as well as other strategic
documents such as BSAP.

The Law on Nature Protection (Article 7) is based on some important principles for prevention of
damage to biodiversity:

Principle of prevention — It shall be the right and obligation of individuals and legal entities to undertake

measures and activities for nature protection before damages occur;

Principle of precaution — on the basis of the modern scientific and technical-technological knowledge,
it is concluded that certain activities or action could damage nature and that the necessary measures
and activities shall be undertaken prior to obtaining the scientific proof that damages could occur;

109. Is your country cooperating with other Parties to strengthen capacities at the national level for
the prevention of damage to biodiversity, establishment and implementation of national legslative
regimes, policy and administrative measures on liability and redress? (decision VI/11)

a) No X

b) No, but cooperation is under consideration

c) No, but cooperative programmes are under development

d) Yes, some cooperative activities being undertaken (please provide
details below)

e) Yes, comprehensive cooperative activities being undertaken (please
provide details below)

Further comments on cooperation with other Parties to strengthen capacities for the prevention of
damage to biodiversity.
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Box LIII.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

a) The new legislation regarding the impact assessment provides basis for efficient protection of
biodiversity in cases of projects or plans/programs/policies that have impact on nature and biodiversity.
One of the most important achievements regards the provisions on public involvement that was already
realized in practice (although improved practice should be expected in future period). Biodiversity
protection is one of the main topics in impact assessment processes.

b) Setting and implementation of the impact assessment in Macedonia contribut e to the fulfilment of the
goals of the Convention Strategic Plan. However, it has to be pointed out that the Convention i.e. the
Strategic Plan did not serve as guidelines in the development of the impact assessment legislation and
implementation.

¢) Mechanisms of impact assessment in Macedonia have improved the basis for implementation of the
2010 target, if it is to be adopted in terms of CDB.

d) Impact assessment is an integral part of BSAP (Strategic approach G: Impact Assessment). Some of
the planed actions concerning legislation issues are already fulfilled.

f) The main constraints are poor scientific base and low capacity of the scientific institutions and
universities to cope with biodiversity issues in impact assessment.

Article 15 - Access to genetic resources

110. Has your country endeavored to facilitate access to genetic resources for environmentally

sound uses by other Parties, on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually agreed terms, in
accordance with paragraphs 2, 4 and 5 of Article 15?

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further information on the efforts taken by your country to facilitate access to genetic resources for
environmentally sound uses by other Parties, on the basis of prior informed consent and mutually
agreed terms.




111. Has your country taken measures to ensure that any scientific research based on genetic
resources provided by other Parties is developed and carried out with the full participation of such

Parties, in accordance with Article 15(6)?

a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

X

Further information on the measures to ensure that any scientific research based on genetic
resources provided by other Contracting Parties is developed and carried out with the full

participation of such Contracting Parties.

112. Has your country taken measures to ensure the fair and equitable sharing of the results of

research and development and of the benefits arising from the commercial and other use of genetic
resources with any Contracting Party providing such resources, in accordance with Article 15(7)?

a) No
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive legislation is in place (please provide details
below)

e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy or subsidiary legislation are in
place (please provide details below)

f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative measures are in place
(please provide details below)

X

Further information on the type of measures taken.
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113. In developing national measures to address access to genetic resources and benefit-
sharing, has your country taken into account the multilateral system of access and benefit-sharing
set out in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture?

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further information on national measures taken which consider the multilateral system of access and
benefit-sharing as set out in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture.

114. Is your country using the Bonn Guidelines when developing and drafting legislative,
administrative or policy measures on access and benefit-sharing and/or when negotiating contracts
and other arrangements under mutually agreed terms for access and benefit-sharing? (decision
VII/19A)

a) No X

b) No, but steps being taken to do so (please provide details below)

c) Yes (please provide details below)

Please provide details and specify successes and constraints in the implementation of the Bonn
Guidelines.

115. Has your country adopted national policies or measures, including legislation, which address
the role of intellectual property rights in access and benefit-sharing arrangements (i.e. the issue of
disclosure of origin/source/legal provenance of genetic resources in applications for intellectual
property rights where the subject matter of the application concerns, or makes use of, genetic
resources in its development)?

a) No

b) No, but potential policies or measures have been identified (please
specify below)

c) No, but relevant policies or measures are under development (please
specify below)

d) Yes, some policies or measuresare in place (please specify below)

e) Yes, comprehensive policies or measures adopted (please specify

below) X

Further information on policies or measures that address the role of IPR in access and benefit-sharing
arrangements.

The Law on Copyrights and Related Rights regulates these issues, but this Law is not supplemented in
accordance with the CBD requirements.




116. Has your country been involved in capacity-building activities related to access and benefit-
sharing?

a) Yes (please provide details below)

b) No X

Please provide further information on capacity-building activities (your involvement as donor or
recipient, key actors involved, target audience, time period, goals and objectives of the capacity-
building activities, main capacity-building areas covered, nature of activities). Please also specify
whether these activities took into account the Action Plan on capacity-building for access and benefit-
sharing adopted at COP VII and available in annex to decision VII/19F.

Box LIV.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 16 - Access to and transfer of technology

117. On Article 16(1), has your country taken measures to provide or facilitate access for and
transfer to other Parties of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity or make use of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the
environment?

a) No X
b) No, but potential measures are under review
c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further information on the measures to provide or facilitate access for and transfer to other Parties of
technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or make use of
genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment.




118. On Article 16(3), has your country taken measures so that Parties which provide genetic
resources are provided access to and transfer of technology which make use of those resources, on
mutually agreed terms?

a)
b)
©)
d)
e)

1))

9)

No

No, but potential measures are under review
Yes, some measures are in place

Yes, comprehensive legislation is in place

Yes, comprehensive statutory policy or subsidiary legislation are in

Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative arrangements are in

X

place

place

Not applicable

119. On Article 16(4), has your country taken measures so that the private sector facilitates
access to joint development and transfer of relevant technology for the benefit of Government
institutions and the private sector of developing countries?

a)
b)
c)

d)

e)

Yes, comprehensive policies and measures are in place (please provide

No X

No, but potential measures are under review

Yes, some policies and measures are in place (please provide details
below)

details below)

Not applicable

Further information on the measures taken.

Box LV.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article specifically focusing on:

a)
b)
©)
d)
e)
)

outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;

contribution to progre ss towards the 2010 target;

progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
constraints encountered in implementation.
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Programme of Work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation

120. Has your country provided financial and technical support and training to assist in the
implementation of the programme of work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation?
(decision VI11/29)

a) No X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development

c) Yes, some programmes being implemented (please provide details
below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes being implemented (please provide
details below)

Further comments on the provision of financial and technical support and training to assist in the
implementation of the programme of work on transfer of technology and technology cooperation.

121. Is your country taking any measures to remove unnecessary impediments to funding of multi-
country initiatives for technology transfer and for scientific and technical cooperation? (decision
VI1/29)

a) No X

b) No, but some measures being considered

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the measures to remove unnecessary impediments to funding of multi-country
initiatives for technology transfer and for scientific and technical cooperation.

122. Has your country made any technology assessments addressing technology needs,
opportunities and barriers in relevant sectors as well as related needs in capacity building? (annex to
decision VI11/29)

a) No X

b) No, but assessments are under way

c) Yes, basic assessments undertaken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, thorough assessments undertaken (please provide details
below)

Further comments on technology assessments addressing technology needs, opportunities and
barriers in relevant sectors as well as related needs in capacity building.
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123. Has your country made any assessments and risk analysis of the potential benefits, risks and
associated costs with the introduction of new technologies? (annex to decision VI1/29)

a) No X

b) No, but assessments are under way

c) Yes, some assessments undertaken (please provide details b elow)

d) Yes, comprehensive assessments undertaken (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the assessments and risk analysis of the potential benefits, risks and
associated costs with the introduction of new technologies.

124. Has your country identified and implemented any measures to develop or strengthen
appropriate information systems for technology transfer and cooperation, including assessing
capacity building needs? (annex to decision VI11/29)

a) No X

b) No, but some programmes are under deve lopment

c) Yes, some programmes are in place and being implemented (please
provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please
provide details below)

Further comments on measures to develop or strengthen appropriate information systems for
technology transfer and cooperation.

125. Has your country taken any of the measures specified under Target 3.2 of the programme of
work as a preparatory phase to the development and implementation of national institutional,
administrative, legislative and policy frameworks to facilitate cooperation as well as access to and
adaptation of technologies of relevance to the Convention? (annex to decision VI1/29)

a) No

b) No, but a few measures being considered X

c) Yes, some measures taken (please specify below)

d) Yes, many measures taken (please specify below)

Further comments on the measures taken as a preparatory phase to the development and
impleme ntation of national institutional, administrative, legislative and policy frameworks to facilitate
cooperation as well as access to and adaptation of technologies of relevance to the Convention.

There is a draft version of the Law on Genetically Modified Organisms, developed under the UNEP/GEF
project -"Development of a National Bio Safety Work Frame".
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Box LVI.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 17 - Exchange of information

126. On Article 17(1), has your country taken measures to facilitate the exchange of information
from publicly available sources with a view to assist with the implementation of the Convention and
promote technical and scientific cooperation?

a) No

b) No, but potential measures are under review

c) Yes, some measures are in place X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place

The following question (127) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

127. On Article 17(1), db these measures take into account the special reeds of developing
countries and include the categories of information listed in Article 17(2), such as technical, scientific
and socio-economic research, training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge,
repatriation of information and so on?

a) No

b) Yes, but they do not include the categories of information listed in
Article 17(2), such as technical, scientific and socio-economic
research, training and surveying programmes, specialized
knowledge, repatriation of information and so on

c) Yes, and they include categories of information listed in Article 17
(2), such as technical, scientific and socio-economic research,
training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge,
repatriation of information and so on
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Box LVII.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

Article 18 - Technical and scientific cooperation

128. On Article 18(1), has your country taken measures to promote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity?

a) No

b) No, but potential measures are under review

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below) X

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further information on the measures to promote international technical and scientific cooperation.

Scientific and technical cooperation was established with some EU member state, Switzerland, USA and
with the neighbouring countries.

129. On Article 18(4), has your country encouraged and developed methods of cooperation for
the development and use of technologies, including indigenous and traditional technologies, in
pursuance of the objectives of this Convention?

a) No

b) No, but relevant methods are under development X

c) Yes, methods are in place
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130. On Article 18(5), has your country promoted the establishment of joint research
programmes and joint ventures for the development of technologies rekevant to the objectives of the
Convention?

a) No

b) Yes (please provide some examples below) X

Examples for the establishment of joint research programmes and joint ventures for the development
of technologies relevant to the objectives of the Convention.

Development of new primers for some endemic species was undertaken in cooperation with some
European countries (Germany, Switzerland, and Holland) and USA. Transfer of technology regarding
aquaculture of endemic fish species was realized with Albania.

131. Has your country established links to non-governmental organizations, private sector and other
institutions holding important databases or undertaking significant work on biological diversity
through the CHM? (decision V/14)

a) No

b) No, but coordination with relevant NGOs, private sector and other
institutions under way

c) Yes, links established with relevant NGOs, private sector and
institutions

The following question (132) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

132. Has your country further developed the CHM to assist developing countries and countries with
economies in transition to gain access to information in the field of scientific and technical
cooperation? (decision V/14)

a) No

b) Yes, by using funding opportunities

c) Yes, by means of access to, and transfer of technology

d) Yes, by using research cooperation facilities

e) Yes, by using repatriation of information

f) Yes, by using training opportunities

a) Yes, by using promotion of contacts with relevant institutions,
organizations and the private sector

h) Yes, by using other means (please specify below)

Further comments on CHM developments to assist developing countries and countries with
economies in transition to gain access to information in the field of scientific and technical
cooperation.
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a) No

b) No, but relevant initiatives under consideration X

c) Yes (please provide details below)

The CHM web portal contains links with the scientific institutions, in order to establish network of
researchers and database on biodiversity.

a) No X

b) Yes (please specify services and tools below)

Box LVIIL.

CHM is established, but not regularly updated.

A Managing Board was established for monitoring of the implementation of NSBAP. However, no
measures have been undertaken up to now.

Insufficient budget for the nature protection and its inappropriate use.
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Article 19 - Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits

135. On Article 19(1), has your country taken measures to provide for the effective participation
in biotechnological research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide the genetic
resources for such research?

a) No X

b) No, but potential measures are under review

c) Yes, some measures are in place

d) Yes, comprehensive legislation are in place

e) Yes, comprehensive statutory policy and subsidiary legislation are in
place

f) Yes, comprehensive policy and administrative measures are in place

136. On Article 19(2), has your country taken all practicable measures to promote and advance
priority access by Parties, on a fair and equitable basis, to the results and benefits arising from
biotechnologies based upon genetic resources provided by those Parties?

a) No X

b) No, but potential measures are under review

c) Yes, some measures are in place

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place

Box LIX.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this article and associated decisions specifically
focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

d) The Carthagen Protocol was ratified by the Republic of Macedonia.
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Box LX.

Article 20 — Financial resources

Please describe for each of the following items the quantity of financial resources, both internal and
external, that have been utilized, received or provided, as applicable, to mplement the Convention
on Biological Diversity, on an annual basis, since your country became a Party to the Convention.

a)

b)

d)

e)

9)

Budgetary allocations by
national and local
Governments as well as
different sectoral
ministries

Extra-budgetary
resources (identified by
donor agencies)

Bilateral channels
(identified by donor
agencies)
Regional channels
(identified by donor
agencies)
Multilateral channels
(identified by donor
agencies)

Private sources (identified
by donor agencies)

Resources generated
through financial
instruments, such as
charges for use of
biodive rsity

Certain amount of finances from the budget of MOEPP that is not
sufficient for the nature protection.

MAFWM supports financially the maintenance of gene-banks,
plant genetic resources and irregularly supports activities
concerning animal genetic resources.

Pelister - Pelister Mt. Conservation Project.

SIDA - agro biodiversity 50000-100000 EUR annually

GTZ - agro biodiversity 12000 EUR (total)

Balkan Vulture Action Plan - 20000 EUR annually.

GEF financed the preparation of the First National Report on
Biodiversity and NSBAP as well as the National Work Frame on
Bio Safety.

FAO - AGROBIODIVERSITY (PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES)
- 5000 $

PEEN AND EMERALD - ECOLOGICAL NETWORKS

108




Box LXI.

Please describe in detail below any major financing programmes, such as biodiversity trust funds or
specific programmes that have been established in your country.

There are many on-going projects that are not registered by the governmental institutions.

137. On Article 20(1), has your country provided financial support and incentives to those
national activities that are intended to achieve the objective s of the Convention?

a) No

b) Yes, incentives only (please provide a list of such incentives below)

c) Yes, financial support only

d) Yes, financial support and incentives (please provide details below) X

Further comments on financial support and incentives provided.

To be answered by the relevant ministries!

Which projects were supported by the MoEPP or the MAFWE.

What stimulating measures were initiated by the ministries.

The next question (138) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

138. On Article 20(2), has your country provided new and additional financial resources to enable
developing country Parties to meet the agreed incremental costs to them of implementing measures
which fulfill the obligations of the Convention?

a) No

b) Yes (please indicate the amount, on an annual basis, of new and
additional financial resources your country has provided)

Further comments on new and additional financial resources provided.

The next question (139) is for DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR COUNTRIES WITH ECONOMIES
IN TRANSITION

139. On Article 20(2), has your country received new and additional financial resources to enable

it to meet the agreed full incremental costs of implementing measures which fulfill the obligations of
the Convention?

a) No X

b) Yes
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a) No
b) No, but procedures being established

c) Yes (please provide details below)

a) No

b) No, but exemptions are under development (please provide details
below)

c) Yes, exemptions are in place (please provide details below)

a) No

b) No, but review is under way

c) Yes (please provide results of review below)
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143. Is your country taking concrete actions to review and further integrate biodiversity
considerations in the development and implementation of major international development
initiatives, as well as in national sustainable development plans and relevant sectoral policies and
plans? (decisions VI/16 and VI1/21)

a) No

b) No, but review is under way X

¢) Yes, in some initiatives and plans (please provide details below)

d) Yes, in major initiatives and plans (please provide details below)

Further comments on review and integration of biodiversity considerations in relevant initiatives,
policies and plans.

144. Is your country enhancing the integration of biological diversity into the sectoral development
and assistance programmes? (decision VI1/21)

a) No

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development X

c) Yes, into some sectoral development and assistance programmes
(please provide details below)

d) Yes, into major sectoral development and assistance programmes
(please provide details below)

Further comments on the integration of biodiversity into sectoral development and assistance
programmes

The next question (145) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

145. Please indicate with an “X” in the table below in which area your country has provided financial
support to developing countries and/or countries with economies in transition. Please elaborate in the
space below if necessary.

Support

A .
reas provided

a) Undertaking national or regional assessments within the framework of MEA
(decision VI1/8)

b) In-situ conservation (decision V/16)

c) Enhance national capacity to establish and maintain the mechanisms to protect
traditional knowledge (decision VI1/10)

d) Ex-situ conservation (decision V/26)
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e)

g)

h)

)}

K)

m)

n)

0)

P)

Implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (decision VI1/9)

Implementation of the Bonn Guidelines (decision VI1/24)

Implementation of programme of work on agricultural biodiversity (decision
V/5)

Preparation of first report on the State of World’s Animal Genetic Resources
(decision VI/17)

Support to work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and
development of regional and sub regional networks or pocesses (decision
VI1/27)

Development of partnerships and other means to provide the necessary
support for the implementation of the programme of work on dry and
subhumid lands biological diversity (decision VI1/2)

Financial support for the operations of the Coordination Mechanism of the
Global Taxonomy Initiative (decision VI1/9)

Support to the implementation of the Action Plan on Capacity Building as
contained in the annex to decision VI1/19 (decision VI1/19)

Support to the implementation of the programme of work on mountain
biological diversity (decision VI1/27)

Support to the implementation of the programme of work on protected areas
(decision VI11/28)

Support to the development of national indicators (decision VI1/30)

Others (please specify)

Further information on financial support provided to developing countries and
economies in transition.

countries with
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The next question (146) is for DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR COUNTRIES WITH ECONOMIES

IN TRANSITION

146. Please indicate with an “X” in the table below in which areas your country has applied for funds
from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), from developed countries and/or from other sources. The
same area may have more than one source of financial support. Please elaborate in the space below
if necessary.

Applied for funds from

Areas
GEF Bilateral Other
a) Preparation of national biodiversity strategies or action plans X
b) National capacity self-assessment for implementation of X
Convention (decision VI1/27)
c) Priority actions to implement the Global Taxonomy Initiative
(decision V/9)
d) In-situ conservation (decision V/16) X X
e) Development of national strategies or action plans to deal
with alien species (decision VI1/23)
f) Ex-situ conservation, establishment and maintenance of Ex-
situ conservation facilities (decision V/26)
g) Projects that promote measures for implementing Article 13 X
(Education and Public Awareness) (decision VI1/19)
h) Preparation of national reports (decisions I111/9, V/19 and X
V1/25)
i) Projects for conservation and sustainable use of inland water X X
biological diversity (decision 1V/4)
1) Activities for conservation and sustainable use of agricultural X X
biological diversity (decision V/5)
k) Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety *
(decision VI1/26)
) Implementation of the Global Taxonomy Initiative
m) Implementation of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines
for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity
n) Others (please specify)

Further information on application for financial support.

Independent projects in agricultural biological diversity have been
supported by SIDA, GTZ and FAO

* GEF financed a project entitled Development of a National Frame for Bio Diversity.
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Box LXI1.

D. THEMATIC AREAS

3 = High Challenge 1 = Low Challenge
2 = Medium Challenge 0 = Challenge has been successfully overcome

N/A = Not applicable

a) Lack of political will and 3 3 N/A 2 3 2

support
b) Limited public 3 3 N/A 2 3 2
participation and
stakeholder
involvement
c) Lack of main-streaming 3 3 N/A 2 3 3

and integration  of
biodiversity issues into
other sectors

d) Lack of precautionary 3 3 N/A 3 3 3
and proactive
measures

e) Inadequate capacity to 3 3 N/A 2 2 3
act, caused by

institutional weakness
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f) Lack of transfer of
technology and

expertise

g) Loss of traditional
knowledge

h) Lack of adequate
scientific research
capacities to support all
the objectives

i) Lack of accessible
knowledge and
information

J) Lack of public
education and

awareness at all levels

k) Existing scientific and
traditional knowledge
not fully utilized

I) Loss of biodiversity and
the corresponding
goods and services it
provides not properly
understood and
documented

m) Lack of financial,
human, technical
resources

n) Lack of economic
incentive measures

0) Lack of benefit-sharing

p) Lack of synergies at
national and
international levels

q) Lack of horizontal
cooperation among
stakeholders

r) Lack of effective
partnerships

s) Lack of engagement of
scientific community

t) Lack of appropriate
policies and laws

u) Poverty
v) Population pressure

w) Unsustainable
consumption and

production patterns

X) Lack of capacities for
local communities

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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y) Lack of knowledge and 3
practice of ecosystem-
based approaches to
management

N/A

z) Weak law enforcement 3
capacity

N/A

aa) Natural disasters 1
and environmental
change

N/A

bb) Others (please
specify)

water

2/3

extraction/
eutroph./p
ollution

Inland water ecosystems

148. Has your country incorporated the objectives and relevant activities of the programme of work
into the following and implemented them? (decision V11/4)

Strategies, policies, plans and activ ities

No

integrated but not

Yes, partially,

implemented

Yes, fully integrated
and implemented

N/Z7A

a) Your biodiversity strategies and
action plans

b) Wetland policies and strategies

c) Integrated water resources
management and water efficiency
plans being developed in line with
paragraph 25 of the Plan of
Implementation of the World Summit
on Sustainable Deve lopment

d) Enhanced coordination and
cooperation between national actors
responsible for inland water

ecosystems and biological diversity

Further comments on incorporation of the objectives and activities of the programme of work
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149. Has your country identified priorities for each activity in the programme of work, including
timescales, in relation to outcome oriented targets? (decision VI1/4)

a) No

b) Outcome oriented targets developed but priority activities not

©)

deve loped

Priority activities developed but not outcome oriented targets

d) Yes, comprehensive outcome oriented targets and priority activities

developed

Further comments on the adoption of outcome oriented targets and priorities for activities, including
providing a list of targets (if developed).

150. Is your country promoting synergies between this programme of work and related activities
under the Ramsar Convention as well as the implementation of the Joint Work Plan (CBD-Ramsar) at
the national level? (decision VI1/4 )

a) Not applicable (not Party to Ramsar Convention)

b) No

©)

No, but potential measures were identified for synergy and joint
implementation

d) Yes, some measures taken for joint impleme ntation (please specify

below)

e) Yes, comprehensive measures taken for joint implementation (please

specify below)

Further comments on the promotion of synergies between the programme of work and related
activities under the Ramsar Convention as well as the implementation of the Joint Work Plan (CBD-
Ramsar) at the national level.

151. Has your country taken steps to improve national data on: (decision VII/4)
No, but development
Issues Yes No ) P
is under way
a) Goods and services provided by inland X
water e cosystems?
b) The uses and related socioeconomic X
variables of such goods and services?
c) Basic hydrological aspects of water X
supply as they relate to maintaining
ecosystem function?
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d) Species and all taxonomic levels?

e) On threats to which inland water X
ecosystems are subjected?

Further comments on the development of data sets, in particular a list of data sets developed in case
you have replied “YES” above.

a) Included in the State Statistical Gazette, published in various other scientific, technical and public
issues, and in other electronic portals (www.mzsv.gov.mk)

c) Water management plan and other scientific publication

e) Through various national research, scientific publications, management projects etc.

152. Has your country promoted the application of the guidelines on the rapid assessment of the
biological diversity of inland water ecosystems? (decision VI1/4)

a) No, the guidelines have not been reviewed X

b) No, the guidelines have been reviewed and found inappropriate

c) Yes, the guidelines have been reviewed and application/promotion is
pending

d) Yes, the guidelines promoted and applied

Further comments on the promotion and application of the guidelines on the rapid assessment of the
biological diversity of inland water ecosystems.

Box LXIII.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.
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Marine and coastal biological diversity
General

153. Do your country’s strategies and action plans include the following? Please use an “X” to
indicate your response. (decisions 11/10 and 1V/15)

a) Developing new marine and coastal protected areas

b) Improving the management of existing marine and coastal protected
areas

c) Building capacity within the country for management of marine and
coastal resources, including through educational programmes and
targeted research initiatives (if yes, please elaborate on types of
initiatives in the box below)

d) Instituting improved integrated marine and coastal area management
(including catchments management) in order to reduce sediment and
nutrient loads into the marine environment

e) Protection of areas important for reproduction, such as spawning and
nursery areas

f) Improving sewage and other waste treatment

g) Controlling excessive fishing and destructive fishing practices

h) Developing a comprehensive oceans policy (if yes, please indicate
current stage of development in the box below)

i) Incorporation of local and traditional knowledge into management of
marine and coastal resources (if yes, please elaborate on types of
management arrangements in the box below)

j) Others (please specify below)

k) Not applicable

Please elaborate on the above activities and list any other priority actions relating to conservation
and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity.

Implementation of Integrated Marine and Coastal Area Management

154. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional, administrative and legislative
arrangements for the development of integrated management of marine and coastal ecosystems?

a) No

b) Early stages of development

¢) Advanced stages of development

d) Arrangements in place (please provide details below)

e) Not applicable

Further comments on the current status of implementation of integrated marine and coastal area
management.
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155. Has your country implemented ecosystem-based management of marine and coastal
resources, for example through integration of coastal management and watershed management, or
through integrated multidisciplinary coastal and ocean management?

a) No

b) Early stages of development

c) Advanced stages of development

d) Arrangements in place (please provide details below)

e) Not applicable

Further comments on the current status of application of the ecosystem to management of marine
and coastal resources.

Marine and Coastal Living Resources

156. Has your country identified components of your marine and coastal ecosystems, which are
critical for their functioning, as well as key threats to those ecosystems?

a) No

b) Plans for a comprehensive assessment of marine and coastal
ecosystems are in place (please provide details below)

c) A comprehensive assessment is currently in progress

d) Critical ecosystem components have been identified, and management
plans for them are being developed (please provide details below)

e) Management plans for important components of marine and coastal
ecosystems are in place (please provide details below)

f) Not applicable

Further comments on the current status of assessment, monitoring and research relating to marine
and coastal ecosystems, as well as key threats to them




157. Is your country undertaking the following activities to implement the Convention’s work plan
on coral reefs? Please use an “X’ to indicate your response.

Activities

Not
implemented
nor a priority

Not
implemented
but a priority

Currently
implemented

Not
applicable

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

9)

h)

)

Ecological assessment and
monitoring of reefs

Socio-economic assessment
and monitoring of
communities and
stakeholders

Management, particularly
through application of
integrated coastal

management and marine and
coastal protected areas in
coral reef e nvironments

Identification and
impleme ntation of additional
and altemative measures for
securing livelihoods of people
who directly depend on coral
reef services

Stakeholder partnerships,
community participation
programmes and public
education campaigns

Provision of training and
career opportunities for
marine  taxonomists and
ecologists

Development of early warning
systems of coral bleaching

Development of a rapid
response capability to
document coral bleaching and
mortality

Restoration and rehabilitation
of degraded coral reef
habitats

Others (please specify below)

Please elaborate on ongoing activities.
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Marine and Coastal Protected Areas

158. Which of the following statements can best describe the current status of marine and coastal
protected areas in your country? Please use an “X” to indicate your response.

a) Marine and coastal protected areas have been declared and gazetted
(please indicate below how many)

b) Management plans for these marine and coastal protected areas have
been developed with involvement of all stakeholders

c) Effective management with enforcement and monitoring has been put
in place

d) A national system or network of marine and coastal protected areas is
under development

e) A national system or network of marine and coastal protected areas has
been put in place

f) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas includes
areas managed for purpose of sustainable use, which may allow
extractive activities

g) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas includes
areas which exclude extractive uses

h) The national system of marine and coastal protected areas is
surrounded by sustainable management practices over the wider
marine and coastal environment.

i) Other (please describe below)

J) Not applicable

Further comments on the current status of marine and coastal protected areas.




Mariculture

159. Is your country applying the following techniques aimed at minimizing adverse impacts of
mariculture on marine and coastal biodiversity? Please check all that apply.

a) Application of environmental impact assessments for mariculture
developments

b) Development and application of effective site selection methods in
the framework of integrated marine and coastal area management

c) Development of effective methods for effluent and waste control

d) Development of appropriate genetic resource management plans at
the hatchery level

e) Development of controlled hatchery and genetically sound
reproduction methods in order to avoid seed collection from nature.

) If seed collection from nature cannot be avoided, development of
environmentally sound practices for spat collecting operations,
including use of selective fishing gear to avoid by-catch

9) Use of native species and subspecies in mariculture

h) Implementation of effective measures to prevent the inadvertent
release of mariculture species and fertile polypoids.

)} Use of proper methods of breeding and proper places of releasing in
order to protect genetic diversity

) Minimizing the use of antibiotics through better husbandry

techniques

K) Use of selective methods in commercial fishing to avoid or minimize
by-catch

)] Considering traditional knowledge, where applicable, as a source to

develop sustainable mariculture techniques

m) Not applicable

Further comments on techniques that aim at minimizing adverse impacts of mariculture on marine
and coastal biodiversity.
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Alien Species and Genotypes

160. Has your country put in place mechanisms to control pathways of introduction of alien species
in the marine and coastal environment? Please check all that apply and elaborate on types of
measures in the space below.

a) No

b) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from ballast water have been
put in place (please provide details below)

¢) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from hull fouling have been
put in place (please provide details below)

d) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from aquaculture have been
put in place (please provide details below)

e) Mechanisms to control potential invasions from accidental releases,
such as aquarium releases, have been put in place (please provide
details below)

f) Not applicable

Further comments on the current status of activities relating to prevention of introductions of alien
species in the marine and coastal environment, as well as any eradication activities.

Box LXIV.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.
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Agricultural biological diversity

161. Has your country developed national strategies, programmes and plans that ensure the
development and successful implementation of policies and actions that lead to the conservation and
sustainable use of agrobiodiversity components? (decisions I11/11 and 1V/6)

a) No X

b) No, but strategies, programmes and plans are under development

c) Yes, some strategies, programmes and plans are in place (please
provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive strategies, programmes and plans are in place
(please provide details below)

Further comments on agrobiodiversity components in national strategies, programmes and plans.

In 2004, the National Strategy and action plan for BD has been prepared, where agricultural BD was
also considered. Since than, no implementation has been committed.

162. Has your country identified ways and means to address the potential impacts of genetic use
restriction technologies on the In-situ and Ex-situ conservation and sustainable use, including food
security, of agricultural biological diversity? (decision V/5)

a) No

b) No, but potential measures are under review X

c) Yes, some measures identified (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures identified (please provide details below)

Further information on ways and means to address the potential impacts of genetic use restriction
technologies on the In-situ and Ex-situ conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity.

Annex to decision V/5 - Programme of work on agricultural biodiversity

Programme element 1 — Assessment

163. Has your country undertaken specific assessments of components of agricultural biodiversity
such as on plant genetic resources, animal genetic resources, pollinators, pest management and
nutrient cycling?

a) No X

b) Yes, assessments are in progress (please specify components below)

c) Yes, assessments completed (please specify components and results of
assessments below)

Further comments on specific assessments of components of agricultural biodiversity.

Several independent projects have been completed, where initial field survey was made. No sustainable
continuation has been established.
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164. Is your country undertaking assessments of the interactions between agricultural practices and
the conservation and sustainable use of the components of biodiversity referred to in Annex | of the
Convention (e.g. ecosystems and habitats; species and communities; genomes and genes of social,
scientific or economic importance)?

a) No X

b) Yes, assessments are under way

c) Yes, some assessments completed (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive assessments completed (please provide details
below)

Further comments on assessment of biodiversity components (e.g. ecosystems and habitats; species
and communities; genomes and genes of social, scientific or economic importance).

In few cases supporting organic production, it relies on traditional technology and local varieties, and
ensures sustainable use of genetic resources.

165. Has your country carried out an assessment of the knowledge, innovations and practices of
farmers and indigenous and local communities in sustaining agricultural biodiversity and agro-
ecosystem services for food production and food security?

a) No X

b) Yes, assessment is under way

c) Yes, assessment completed (please specify where information can be
retrieved below)

Further comments on assessment of the knowledge, innovations and practices of farmers and
indigenous and local communities.

166. Has vyour country been monitoring an overall degradation, status quo or
restoration/rehabilitation of agricultural biodiversity since 1993 when the Convention entered into
force?

a) No X

b) Yes, no change found (status quo)

c) Yes, overall degradation found (please provide details below)

d) Yes, overall restoration or rehabilitation observed (please provide
details below)

Further comments on observations.
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Programme element 2 - Adaptive management

167. Has your country identified management practices, technologies and policies that promote the
positive, and mitigate the negative, impacts of agriculture on biodiversity, and enhance productivity
and the capacity to sustain livelihoods?

a) No X

b) No, but potential practices, technologies and policies being identified

c) Yes, some practices, technologies and policies identified (please
provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive practices, technologies and policies identified
(please provide details below)

Further comments on identified management practices, technologies and policies.

Programme element 3 - Capacity-building

168. Has your country increased the capacities of farmers, indigenous and local communities, and
their organizations and other stakeholders, to manage sustainable agricultural biodiversity and to
develop strategies and methodologies for In-situ conservation, sustainable use and management of
agricultural biological diversity?

a) No X

b) Yes (please specify area/component and target groups with
increased capacity)

Further comments on increased capacities of farmers, indigenous and local communities, and their
organizations and other stakeholders.

169. Has your country put in place operational mechanisms for participation by a wide range of
stakeholder groups to develop genuine partnerships contributing to the implementation of the
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity?

a) No X

b) No, but potential mechanisms being identified

c) No, but mechanisms are under development

d) Yes, mechanisms are in place

170. Has your country improved the policy environment, including benefit-sharing arrangements
and incentive measures, to support local-level management of agricultural biodiversity?

a) No X

b) No, but some measures and arrangements being identified
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c) No, but measures and arrangements are under development

d) Yes, measures and arrangements are being implemented (please
specify below)

Further comments on the measures taken to improve the policy environment.

Programme element 4 — Mainstreaming

171. Is your country mainstreaming or integrating national plans or strategies for the conservation
and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes?

a) No X

b) No, but review is under way

c) No, but potential frameworks and mechanisms are being identified

d) Yes, some national plans or strategies mainstreamed and integrated
into some sectoral plans and programmes (please provide details
below)

e) Yes, some national plans or strategies mainstreamed into major
sectoral plans and programmes (please provide details below)

Further comments on mainstreaming and integrating national plans or strategies for the conservation
and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes.

172. Is your country supporting the institutional framework and policy and planning mechanisms for
the mainstreaming of agricultural biodiversity in agricultural strategies and action plans, and its
integration into wider strategies and action plans for biodiversity?

a) No X

b) Yes, by supporting institutions in undertaking relevant assessments

¢) Yes, by developing policy and planning guidelines

d) Yes, by developing training material

e) Yes, by supporting capacity-building at policy, technical and local levels

f) Yes, by promoting synergy in the implementation of agreed plans of
action and between ongoing assessment and intergovernmental
processes.

Further comments on support for institutional framework and policy and planning mchanisms.

The current, just started SIDA project is supporting research institutions in plant genetic resources.
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a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Box LXV.

Biodiversity strategy and action plan of the Republic of Macedonia, Ministry of environment and physical
planning, 2004

Country report on the State of the Animal Genetic Resources (AnGR — FAO) in Republic of Macedonia,

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy, 2003

The First national report for Plant Genetic Resources (IPGRI) will be prepared next year.

Box LXVI.

An inventory of the agro biodiversity in the region Strumica-Berovo was made by a GTZ project.
Information is organized in database at http://www.zf.ukim.edu.mk/Proekti/agrobiodiverztet/index.htmi

One of the goals of the SIDA project for plant genetic resources, besides the establishment of regional
network, is to adapt the existing capacities of the Institute of Agriculture for conservation of seed material.
The project is in initial stages

~

~

~




Lack of legislation, incentive and financial measures, as well as lack of human capacities on national and
institutional level as a basis for sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity.

Forest Biological Diversity

General

174. Has your country incorporated relevant parts of the work programme into your national
biodiversity strategies and action plans and national forest programmes?

a) No

b) Yes, please describe the process used X

c) Yes, please describe constraints/obstacles encountered in the
process

d) Yes, please describe lessons learned

e) Yes, please describe targets for priority actions in the programme of
work

Further comments on the incorporation of relevant parts of the work programme into your NBSAP
and forest programmes

- There are proposed measures in NSBAP for promotion of sustainable use and revitalization of forest
resources; re-establishment of afforestation fund for bare lands; promotion of the afforestation program
with autochthonous species; establishment of indicators for monitoring of deforestation in RM.

- The Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia adopts a general plan on forest management for a period
of 20 years. Its purpose is management of both state-owned and private-owned forests, notwithstanding
their purpose.

- The Forest Strategy is in the process of preparation.

Box LXVII.

Please indicate what recently applied tools (policy, planning, management, assessment and
measurement) and measures, if any, your country is using to implement and assess the programme
of work. Please indicate what tools and measures would assist the implementation.

Programs, strategies and action plans:

diversity Strategy and Action Plan of the Republic of Macedonia, 2004.
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neral Plan on Forest Management, 20-year validity and forestry economic plans for smaller forest areas
with 10-year validity.

- In the period before the new Law on Nature Protection was promoted, the National Parks prepared
special plans for protection and revitalization of forests with 10 years period validity. The new Law on
Nature Protection states that National Parks should prepare management plans (only NP Pelister has
prepared draft version of its management plan).

The Republic’s forests are managed by the Public Enterprise of Forestry. It manages forests that are
both in state and private ownership, in compliance with the Law on Forests. Most of the project activities
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Resources Management are executed by this public
enterprise. In cooperation with the diagnosis office seated at the Forestry Faculty in Skopje, the Public
Enterprise of Forestry follows forest health status.

Box LXVIII.

Please indicate to what extent and how your country has involved indigenous and local communities,
and respected their rights and interests, in implementing the programme of work.

Box LXIX.

Please indicate what efforts your country has made towards capacity building in human and capital
resources for the implementation of the programme of work.

Box LXX.

Please indicate how your country has collaborated and cooperated (e.g., south-south, north-south,
south-north, north-north) with other governments, regional or international organizations in
implementing the programme of work. Please also indicate what are the constraints and/or needs
identified.
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Expanded programme of work on forest biological diversity

Programme element 1 — Conservation, sustainable use and benefit-sharing

175. Is your country applying the ecosystem approach to the management of all types of forests?

a) No (please provide reasons below) X

b) No, but potential measures being identified (please provide details
below)

¢) Yes (please provide details below)

Comments on application of the ecosystem approach to management of forests (including
effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impact on forest management, constraints, needs,
tools, and targets).

There are no adopted guidelines for the ecosystem approach to forest management.

176. Has your country undertaken measures to reduce the threats to, and mitigate its impacts on
forest biodiversity?

Options X Details
a) Yes Please specify below the major threats identified in relation to each objective of
goal 2 and the measures undertaken to address priority actions
X
b) No Please provide reasons below

Further comments on measures to reduce threats to, and mitigate the impacts of threatening
processes on forest biodiversity (including effectiveness of actions taken, lessons learned, impacts on
forest biodive rsity, constraints, needs, tools and targets).

Forest Police, a body within MAFWE, is in charge of monitoring and notifying about the situation. The
Public Enterprise for Forestry Management (PEFM) practically implements the forestry programmes
adopted by the MAFWE. The abovementioned applies to all objectives of goal 2.

An effective fire prevention system, compliant with the natural conditions in Macedonia. Forest fire

prevention measures taken by PEFM are the following: building cut-across channels, planting areas of
leaf-type trees in evergreen forests, etc.

Threat: Burnt areas are left undisturbed: dead wood is generally left in the forest when harvesting timber

The Law on Forests anticipates penalties to prevent unwanted fragmentation and to support a
sustainable land use.
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b) No

There are certain protection measures undertaken in the frames of the protected areas.

b) No

Public awareness raising activities are realized mainly by the project of the NGOs and in the scope of
the Pelister Mt. Conservation Project.







T e e —

To be answered by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy.

b) No

See comment on question 178.




b) No

Forest biodiversity is neglected in comparison with other functions and features of
the forest.




b) No

b) No
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Box LXXI.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

Biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands

187. Is your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the national and regional
levels, the activities identified in the programme of work? (decisions V/23 and VI1/2))

a) No X

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further comments on scientific, technical and financial support, at the national and regional levels, to
the activities identified in the programme of work.

188. Has your country integrated actions under the programme of work of dry and sub-humid lands
into its national biodiversity strategies and action plans or the National Action Programme (NAP) of
the UNCCD? (decisions V/23, VI/4 and VI1/2)

a) No

b) Yes (please provide details below) X

Further comments on actions under the programme of work of dry and sub-humid lands integrated
into national biodiversity strategies and action plans or the National Action Programme (NAP) of the
UNCCD.

NSBAP foresees measures for revitalization and in-situ protection outside of the protected areas for
some grassy ecosystems (lowland meadows and hill pastures)

189. Has your country undertaken measures to ensure synergistic/collaborative implementation of
the programme of work between the national UNCCD process and other processes under related
environmental conventions? (decisions V/23, VI/4 and VI1/2)

a) No X

b) Yes, some linkages established (please provide details below)

c) Yes, extensive linkages established (please provide details below)

Further comments on the measures to ensure the synergistic/collaborative implementation of the
programme of work between the national UNCCD processes and other processes under related
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a) No X

b) No, but assessment is ongoing

c) Yes, some assessments undertaken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive assessment undertaken (please provide details
below)

a) No

b) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)

c) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)




192. Has your country taken measures to strengthen national capacities, including local capacities,
to enhance the implementation of the programme of work?

a) No X

b) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)

c) Yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, all identified capacity needs met (please provide details below)

Further comments on measures taken to strengthen national capacities, including local capacities, to
enhance the implementation of the programme of work.

Box LXXII.

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

b) contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

d) progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

e) contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

f) constraints encountered in implementation.

b) Up to now, floristic and vegetation, as well as some fauna research was conducted in the areas of arid
and sub-humid regions in Macedonia.

Mountain Biodiversity

Programme Element 1. Direct actions for conservation, sustainable use ad benefit sharing

193. Has your country taken any measures to prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key
threats to mountain biodiversity?

a) No

b) No, but relevant measures are being considered X

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)

Further comments on the measures taken to prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key
threats to mountain biodiversity

Protection measures are applied in the mountainous regions in the protected areas. Outside of the
protected areas, the threats are almost insignificant.

140



194. Has your country taken any measures to protect, recover and restore mountain biodiversity?

a) No

b) No, but some measures are being considered

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below) X

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)

Further comments on the measures taken to protect, recover and restore mountain biodiversity

Large portion of the three national parks (Pelister, Galichica and Mavrovo) cover mountain ecosystems;
thus, protection measures in the national parks are applied for the conservation of mountain biodiversity.

195. Has your country taken any measures to promote the sustainable use of mountain biological
resources and to maintain genetic diversity in mountain ecosystems?

a) No

b) No, but some measures are being considered X

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below)

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)

Further comments on the measures to promote the sustainable use of mountain biological resources
and to maintain genetic diversity in mountain ecosystems

196. Has your country taken any measures for sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of
mountain genetic resources, including preservation and maintenance of traditional knowledge?

a) No

b) No, but some measures are being considered

c) Yes, some measures taken (please provide details below) X

d) Yes, many measures taken (please provide details below)

Further comments on the measures for sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of mountain
genetic resources

Some measures for benefit sharing of mountain genetic resources are undertaken by concessions for
utilization of summer pastures by the shepherds.
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Programme Element 2. Means of implementation for conservation,
sustainable use and benefit sharing

197. Has your country developed any legal, policy and institutional framework for conservation and
sustainable use of mountain biodiversity and for implementing this programme of work?

a) No X

b) No, but relevant frameworks are being developed

c) Yes, some frameworks are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive frameworks are in place (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the legal, policy and institutional frameworks for conservation and sustainable
use of mountain biodiversity and for implementing the programme of work on mountain biodiversity.

198. Has your country been involved in regional and/or transboundary cooperative agreements on
mountain ecosystems for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity?

a) No

b) No, but some cooperation frameworks are being considered

c) Yes (please provide details below) X

Further information on the regional and/or transboundary cooperative agreements on mountain
ecosystems for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity

Mountain ecosystems of the Pelister and Galichica Mt. are included in the trilateral project for the Prespa
Park entered into between Macedonia, Greece and Albania.

Programme Element 3. Supporting actions for conservation,
sustainable use and benefit sharing

199. Has your country taken any measures for identification, monitoring and assessment of
mountain biological diversity?

a) No X

b) No, but relevant programmes are under development

c) Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

d) Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further omments on the measures for identification, monitoring and assessment of mountain
biodiversity

Some activities for identification and monitoring of biodiversity were conducted in the frames of scientific
research projects for several taxonomic groups and plant communities.
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200. Has your country taken any measures for improving research, technical and scientific
cooperation and capacity building for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity?

a)
b)
©)
d)

No X

No, but relevant programmes are under development

Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further comments on the measures for improving research, technical and scientific cooperation and

capacity

building for conservation and sustainable use of mountain biodiversity

201. Has your country taken any measures to develop, promote, validate and transfer appropriate

technolo

gies for the conservation of mountain ecosystems?

a)
b)
)
d)

No X

No, but relevant programme s are under development

Yes, some measures are in place (please provide details below)

Yes, comprehensive measures are in place (please provide details
below)

Further
technolo

comments on the measures to develop, promote, validate and transfer appropriate
gies for the conservation of mountain ecosystems

Box LXXI

Please elaborate below on the implementation of this programme of work and associated decisions
specifically focusing on:

a)
b)
©)
d)
e)
)

outcomes and impacts of actions taken;

contribution to the achievement of the goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention;
contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;

progress in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans;
contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

constraints encountered in implementation.
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E. OPERAT IONS OF THE CONVENTION

202. Has your country actively participated in subregional and regional activities in order to prepare
for Convention meetings and enhance implementation of the Convention? (decision V/20)

a) No

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further comments on the regional and subregional activities in which your country has been
involved.

203. Is your country strengthening regional and subregional cooperation, enhancing integration and
promotin g synergies with relevant regional and subregional processes? (decision VI1/27 B)

a) No

b) Yes (please provide details below)

Further comments on regional and subregional cooperation and processes.

The following question (204) is for DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

204. Is your country supporting the work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and the
development of regional and subregional networks or processes? (decision VI/27 B)

a) No

b) No, but programmes are under development

c) Yes, included in existing cooperation frameworks (please provide
details below)

d) Yes, some cooperative activities ongoing (please provide details below)

Further comments on support for the work of existing regional coordination mechanisms and the
development of regional and subregional networks or processes.

205. Is your country working with other Parties to strengthen the existing regional and subregional
mechanisms and initiatives for capacity-building? (decision VI1/27 B)

a) No

b) Yes
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a) No

b) Yes (please provide details below) i

Box LXXIV.

F. COMMENTS ON THE FORMAT

Box LXXV.
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