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Please provide summary information on the process by which this report 
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakeholders 
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on material 
which was used as a basis for the report. 

 
Acts 1 and 2 of the First National Workshop of NAFRINET- Morocco, Scientific Institute, Rabat, 

23 - October 24, 2003 : www.israbat.ac.ma/Reseaux/PageReseaux.htm 
 
Mohamed FENNANE: Teaching Researcher, Professor of the Higher Education and Chief of the 

Department of Botany and Plant ecology (Scientific Institute, University 
Mohammed V-Agdal of Rabat).  

  
Mohamed MENIOUI: Teaching Researcher, Professor of the Higher Education (Scientific 

Institute, University Mohammed V-Agdal of Rabat).  
  
Ahmed YAHYAOUI : Teaching Researcher, Professor of the Higher Education (University 

Mohammed V-Agdal of Rabat). 
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REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE  

GLOBAL TAXONOMY INITIATIVE 

 

Programme of Work for the Global Taxonomy Initiative 

Annex to Decision VI/8 

 
Operational Objective 1. Assess taxonomic needs and capacities at national, 
regional and global levels for the implementation of the Convention 

1. Has your country undertaken any taxonomic needs assessments and identified 
priorities in this regard?   

a) no (please specify the reasons)  

b) no, but assessment is under way  

c) yes, some needs assessments made (please provide details) X 
b) yes, comprehensive assessments made (please provide details)  

Further comments on country-based taxonomic needs assessments and identification of 
priorities 

A summary evaluation of the national needs in taxonomy appears in the Acts of the first national 
workshop of the Nafrinet network - Morocco.   
To see Site: www.israbat.ac.ma/Reseaux/PageReseaux.htm 

2. Has your country worked with other countries in the region to undertake regional 
taxonomic needs assessments and identify priorities in this regard? 

a) no (please specify the reasons)  

b) no, but some collaborative projects are being considered or 
planned 

 

c) yes, some activities undertaken (please provide details) X 

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)  

Further comments on regional taxonomic needs assessment and identification of 
priorities 

A North Network - African of Taxonomy (NAFRINET) was created at Morocco in May 2002, but it is 
not again really operational for reasons of financing. 

3. Is your country involved in any activities as part of a global taxonomic needs 
assessment?  

a) no X 
b) yes (please provide details)  

Further commments on the involvement in the activities for the global taxonomic needs 
assessment 
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4. Is your country undertaking any activities of public education and awareness to 
promote the implementation of the programme of work for the GTI?  

a) no  

b) yes, some programmes developed and some activities undertaken 
(please provide details) X 

c) yes, comprehensive programmes developed and many activities 
undertaken (please provide details) 

 

Further comments on public education and awareness programmes and activities  

The importance of the taxonomy is evoked in scientific meetings or by NGOs. But there are not 
activities of implementation of program of work for the GTI. 

 
Operational objective 2. Provide focus to help build and maintain the systems 
and infrastructure needed to obtain, collate and curate the biological 
specimens that are the basis for taxonomic knowledge 

5. Is your country working to strengthen global and regional capacity building to 
support access to and generation of taxonomic information1?   

a) no (please specify the reasons)  

b) no, but some programmes under development  

c) yes, limited  capacity building (please provide details) X 
d) yes, significant capacity building (please provide details)  

Further comments on global and regional capacity building to support access to and 
generation of taxonomic information  

In spite of the material difficulties and the insufficiency of the human resources, some 
national researchers manage to produce, themsel or with foreign collaborations, the important 
works of taxonomy at the national level and the Mediterranean region. 

6. Is your country working with other countries to create and/or strengthen the 
networks for regional cooperation in taxonomy?  

a) no  

b) no, but consultation is under way  

c) no, but some plans and programmes are under development  

d) yes, some activities undertaken for this purpose (please 
provide details) X 

e) yes, comprehensive activities undertaken for this purpose 
(please provide details) 

 

Further comments on strengthening of existing networks for regional cooperation in 
taxonomy 

There is the North Network - African of Taxonomy (NAFRINET), create in May 2002 in Morocco; 
member countries are: Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Mauritania and Tunisia. It's placed under the 
aegis of BIONET - International. It is official, but not really operational due to a lack of means. 

                                                 
1 Responses to question 5 are expected to focus on, but not limited to  (a) human capacity building; (b) infrastructure 
capacity building. 
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Operational objective 3. Facilitate an improved and effective 
infrastructure/system for access to taxonomic information, with priority on 
ensuring that countries of origin gain access to information concerning 
elements of their biodiversity 

7. Is your country involved in the development of a coordinated global taxonomy 
information system, in particular the infrastructure to access digitized 
data/information?  

a) no X 
b) no, but some plans are being considered  

c) yes, to a limited extent (please provide details)  

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)  

Further comments on involvement in the development of a coordinated global taxonomy 
information system 

The Scientific institute had presented in March 2004 a request in the GBIF, but  without success. 

 
Operational objective 4. Within the major thematic work programmes of the 
Convention include key taxonomic objectives to generate information needed 
for decision-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity and its components 

8. Has your country made any taxonomic studies and inventories at the national level, 
which provide a basic assessment of forest biological diversity, in particular in 
areas under current threat for habitat conversion, or of high conservation value?  

a) no (please provide the reasons)  

b) no, but some programmes are under development   

c) yes, some studies and inventories made (please provide details)  

d) yes, comprehensive studies and inventories made (please provide 
details) X 

Further comments on taxonomic studies and inventories made for a basic assessment of 
forest biological diversity 

The main studies are:   
1) National survey on the Aires Protégées, Project 15/EF/CPN/PN/92, Ministry of Agriculture 

and the Agricultural Enhancement / Waters and Forests.   
2) National survey on Biodiversity, Project GEF/6105-92, Department of the Environment.   

For some minor groups, no census has not been made due to a lack of information and 
specialists. 

9. Has your country undertaken any taxonomy-related activities  relating to marine and 
coastal biodiversity, in particular taxonomic work related to identification of 
ballast water organisms and monitoring health of mangrove systems through their 
invertebrate fauna? 

a) no  

b) not applicable  

c) no, but some programmes are under development  

d) yes, some activities undertaken  (please  provide details) X 
e) yes, many measures undertaken (please  provide details)  
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Further comments on taxonomy-related activities identified in the programme of work on 
marine and coastal biodiversity  

Only one group is currently under survey and systematic revision, it is about the Crustaceans, in 
particular the lower Crustaceans. This survey is achieved in collaboration with European 
specialists (Germany, Ireland, Norway and France). .   

10. Has your country developed taxonomic support for implementing relevant actions 
identified in the programme of work on dry and sub-humid lands biodiversity, in 
particular identification of key indicator taxa like lichens?  

a) no (please provide reasons and plans for improvement) X 
b) not applicable  

c) no, but some programmes are under development  

d) yes, some activities undertaken(please provide details)  

e) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)  

Further comments on taxonomic support for implementing the programme of work on dry 
and sub-humid lands biodiversity 

 

 

 

11. Has your country developed taxonomic support for implementing relevant actions 
identified in the programme of work on inland waters biodiversity, in particular 
regional guides to freshwater fish and invertebrates as an input to ecosystem 
monitoring for river and lake health?  

a) no  

b) no, but some programmes are under development  

c) yes, some activities undertaken(please provide details) X 
d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)  

Further comments on taxonomic support for the implementation of the programme of work 
on inland waters biodiversity 

Many current programs, are financed by the PROTARS or the foreign cooperation. 

12. Has your country undertaken any taxonomy-related activities identified in the 
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity as well as relevant activities 
identified in the International Pollinator Initiative and the International Soil 
Biodiversity Initiative?  

a) no X 
b) no, but some activities are being planned  

c) yes, some activities undertaken (please provide details)  

d) yes, comprehensive activities undertaken (please provide details)  

Further comments on taxonomy-related activities for the implementation of the 
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity 
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13. Is your country developing any taxonomic support for the implementation of the 
programme of work on mountain biodiversity, in particular identification of 
biodiversity components unique to mountain ecosystems?  

a) no  

b) no, but some programmes are under development  

c) yes, limited support (please provide details) X 
d) yes, significant support (please provide details)  

Further comments on taxonomic support for the implementation of the programme of work 
on mountain biodiversity 

For the plants and the terrestrial invertebrates in some regions only. 

14. Has your country developed taxonomic support for the implementation of the 
programme of work on protected areas? 

a) no  

b) no, but some programmes are under development  

c) yes, some programmes in place and are being implemented (please 
provide details) X 

d) yes, comprehensive programmes are being implemented (please 
provide details) 

 

Further comments on taxonomic support provided to the implementation of the programme 
of work on protected areas 

Some areas are protected (cases of the reserves and parks), others are under study in order to 
protect them. It is about the terrestrial areas, the humid areas and the marine environment. 

 
Operational objective 5. Within the work on cross-cutting issues of the 
Convention include key taxonomic objectives to generate information needed 
for decision-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity and its components 

15. Has your country taken any measures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and 
classification of biodiversity and its components in the development of a national 
strategy on access and benefit-sharing?  

a) no X 
b) no, but some programmes are under development  

c) yes, some measures taken (please provide details)  

d) yes, comprehensive measures taken (please provide details)  

Further comments on the measures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and 
classification of biodiversity and its components in the development of a national 
strategy on access and benefit-sharing 

 

 

16. Has your country developed taxonomic support to address the issues of invasive 
alien species?  

a) no X 
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b) no, but relevant policy and programme under development  

c) yes, some policies and programmes in place (please provide 
details) 

 

d) yes, comprehensive policies and programmes in place (please 
provide details) 

 

Further comments on taxonomic support to address the issues of invasive alien species 

 

17. Has your country developed taxonomic information system to support the maintenance, 
preservation and protection of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of 
indigenous and local communities in accordance with Article 8(j) and related 
provisions?  

a) no  

b) not applicable  

c) no, but some programmes are under development  

d) yes, some activities undertaken but a system is not in place yet 
(please provide details) X 

e) yes, a taxonomic information system in place (please provide 
details) 

 

Further comments on the taxonomic information system to support the maintenance, 
preservation and protection of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of 
indigenous and local communities 

The more important researchers and projects are interested in these aspects, but there is neither 
program nor global vision for the preservation and the valorization of the" traditional knowledge". 

18. Has your country undertaken any taxonomy-related activities that support the 
implementation of the ecosystem approach and the work in the field of assessments,
monitoring and indicators?  

a) no  

b) no, but some programmes are under development  

c) yes, some programmes in place (please provide details)  

d) yes, comprehensive programmes in place (please provide details) X 

Further comments on programmes and activities to support the implementation of the 
ecosystem approach and the work in the field of assessments, monitoring and indicators 

Some indicators have been identified in the the Strategy and the National Action plan for the 
Conservation and the Sustainable use of Biodiversity, but there are not programs of surveillance 
again. The systematic approach of surveillance and protective is proposed in the protected areas. 

- - - - - - - 


