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Executive Summary

(a) Overall status and trends in biodiversity, andnajor threats

There are 27 443 species known in Latvia so farOdlB animal species (int.al. 62 mammal
species and 223 nesting bird species), 5396 plaetiess and approximately 4000 fungi
species) and it is being considered that only 75%s@ct species and 60% of protista species
are known. [5, 6]

According to the legislation 236 animal species pfant and 62 fungi species are included
in the list of specially protected species, buta2Zmal and plant species are included in the
list of specially protected species with explogatiimits. Overall 2,7% from known species
are included in the list of specially protectedses. There are also 86 protected habitat types
in Latvia.

One of the most important and comprehensive evaluaif conservation status of habitats
and species (other than birds) in Latvia was daeeraing to the EU Habitats Directive. The
results of the first evaluation (in 2009) show tbaty 31% of habitats and 50% of species
(other than birds) of the EU importance are in faable conservation status in Latvia.

As to the forests - indicators show that the ttietst area and area of stocked forest land is
increasing which is mainly related to overgrowin§ agricultural land. There is also
disproportion in age structure for the dominané tspecies — young and middle aged stands
are proportionally more than old stands. Such stay@lstructure does not ensure presence of
uneven-aged trees in forest and continuity of pkmd animal species related to them. In
many cases forest is seen as the only income fabitants of the countryside, and this
approach leads to unsustainable use of forester@dlators with negative impact on forest
biodiversity: melioration, construction of foresbads, lack of natural disturbance (e.g.
burning) in particular forest habitats.

Regarding agricultural ecosystems - Latvian Farohl@ird index (LFBI) is important
complex indicator which describes biodiversity iatian rural landscape. After 2004 LFBI is
decreasing and there is a concern that negativegelsaare related to intensification of rural
farming and insufficient activities in improvemeoit environment conditions in agricultural
lands. Natural and extensively managed grasslaredbialogically the most important, but
nowadays they cover only 0.3% from the countryisitary. These territories traditionally
were managed by grazing and mowing, the extenttotiwhas significantly reduced. Main
threats to biodiversity in agricultural lands angolarization of agricultural landscape,
overgrowing due to lack of management, melioraéitm

As to threats to biodiversity for other ecosystepmat extraction and overgrowing of bogs

due to melioration; eutrophication, functioning @hall hydro-electric power stations and

poaching (in inland waters); in coastal areas tlnrthreats are habitat degradation (due to
tourism and recreational activities, illegal caivig), habitat loss (due to housing and

inappropriate management) and expansion of invagieeies. Low environmental awareness
of general public and politicians can be also naagdne of the major threats to biodiversity
in Latvia.

(b) Key actions taken in support of the Conventiors three objectives and to achieve the
2010 target and goals and objectives of the StratedgPlan of the Conventions




Traditionally the first objective of the Conventienconservation of biodiversitg the most
comprehensible and, accordingly, actively dealhwit

As of February 1, 2010 there are 681 speciallyquted nature territories established in
Latvia covering 11% from the country’s terrestriafritory (not including North Vidzeme
biosphere reserve covering alone7% from the teraéderritory of the country). In 2004
when Latvia joined the European Union, network odtpcted areas of the EU importance
Natura 2000sites was designated in Latvia. As a basidNatura 2000network the existing
national system of specially protected territomess used and amended. Therefore the total
number of national specially protected territoli@sreased from 576 (as of 2003) to 674 (as
of 2009), 327 sites out of them being designatetlasira 2000sites. 7 marine protected
territories were established at the beginning dfi®@&hich will be designated also Batura
2000sites during the 201Matura 2000sites in Latvia were designated for protectiorl 7
species and 58 types of habitats represented naLaind enlisted in the annexes of the Birds
and Habitats directives.

For the protection of rare, as well as disperseispeand habitats also micro-reserves are
being established in Latvia. There are 1050 mieserves established outside specially
protected nature territories from 2001-2007 covgimtotal 22 471 ha.

According to the legislation 236 animal species pfant and 62 fungi species are included
in the list of specially protected species, buta2Zmal and plant species are included in the
list of specially protected species with explogatiimits. Overall 2,7% from known species
are included in the list of specially protectedses. There are also 86 protected habitat types
in Latvia.

In order to achieve the main targets of the Coriwanseveral strategic documents have been
elaborated, e.g. the first National Programme ooldgical Diversity was adopted by the
Government in 2000. At the moment the EnvironmeRtalicy Concept is the actual and the
most important environmental planning document arcé also covering biodiversity
protection issues. The Programme on Sustainable dvsk Long-term Conservation of
Genetic Resources of Plants and Animals, ForestRisttes used in Agriculture and Food,
2007-2009 was adopted by the Government in 200&. Jdnvention’s goals and targets to
some extent have been included in several very litapbsectoral plans and programmes,
e.g.: Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 antigtForest Policy.

Since 2009 national environmental indicators iniclgdl5 biodiversity indicators have been
set in Latvian legislation. They have been elalsata@iccording to specific national needs and
conditions, but in general they are coinciding wiflonvention’s indicators more or less
covering several focal areas of the Convention. Naional Monitoring Program was
prepared initially in 2002, then revised and addpagth the title “Environment Monitoring
Programme” in 2006 - including monitoring of bioiogl diversity and requirements provided
by the EU biodiversity legislation.

The second objective of the Convention — the snghdé use of biodiversity componeriss
much more complicated issue because of the ecoabpriessure. This issue to some extent
is being addressed by specific regulations on ptiote and use of protected territories and
environmental impact assessment.




The third objective of the Convention - fair andigable sharing of benefits arising out of the
utilization of genetic resourcés not yet dealt with in Latvia.

(c) Areas where national implementation has been nsp effective or most lacking

All'in all it has to be admitted that there are imumeore success in implementation of the first
objective of the Convention - conservation of bi@dsity - than in implementation of the rest
of Convention’s objectives.

A significant success is establishmentNzftura 2000network in 2004 and improvement of
system of national protected territories accordinglThe Natura 2000 network was
established based on the existing network of pteteterritories, it was reconsidered, 108
new protected territories were designated and 48ieg protected territories were amended/
enlarged. The protected territories now cover 11%state terrestrial area (not including
biosphere reserve (7% of state area)).

A lot of different habitat and species habitat nggmaent and restoration activities in different
protected territories have been implemented throtigh projects co-financed by the EU
funds, informational/educational materials publgshenanagement plans elaborated. Local
municipalities, land owners and other stakeholdezse largely involved in implementation
of these projects through elaboration of managemkmts for protected territories, through
implementation of practical management activities élso significant number of tourism
infrastructure elements (information centres, reatuils, view towers, information signs etc.)
were created within the EU Life and ERDF projects.

Communication of nature conservation issues caméeationed as a less successful example
since there is no communication strategy elaboratetlimplemented. More attention also
should be paid to integration of biodiversity issure other sectoral plans and programmes.

(d) Major obstacles encountered in implementation

Although there are several great achievementseinniplementation of nature legislation and
policy documents, nature conservation still is aopriority for the government. In nature
conservation sector implementation of the requirgsef the EU directives is the priority.
Another well-known and traditional obstacle is emmical pressure and the fact that nature
conservation is mostly seen as a restrictive istuderives from lack of information on
biodiversity values and benefits and insufficielmimenunication on nature issues to the
politicians and general public. This, in its tuderives from lack of human and financial
resources. Insufficient incorporation of biodivéysissues into sectoral strategies and
programmes can be considered as another importmtdade and even if sometimes it has
been incorporated, in reality it has been given lprority or has remained just as a
declarative issue.

(e) Future priorities

One of the most important future priorities is @ediion of new National Biodiversity
Programme which is also indicated in the existimyiEbonmental Policy Concept 2009-2015.
One of the most important problems in implementatid nature Conventions as well as the
EU Directives is lack of appropriate informatiorsearches on biodiversity conservation and
particularly on protected territories (managemdfitiency, costs and benefits, ecosystem
services etc.), so in the nearer future we havindas on facilitation and development of
appropriate studies/projects. More attention alsmukl be paid to integration of biodiversity



issues in sectoral plans and programmes. Anotheoritaint issue which has to be dealt with
in the nearer future is education and awareneisg ris biodiversity issues of general society.
The main obstacle to implement all these futuresrities is lack of human and financial
resources, as well as lack of political will.



Chapter | - Overview of Biodiversity Status, Trends and
Threats

Overview of the country’s biodiversity

The terrestrial territory of Latvia occupies 6 488 ha, 3.9% of that covered by inland
waters, 45.7% - forests, 4.9% - bogs, 38.5% - aljtial lands [4,5].

There are 27 443 species known in Latvia so farOdlB animal species (int.al. 62 mammal
species and 223 nesting bird species), 5396 plaetiess and approximately 4000 fungi
species) and it is being considered that only 75%sect species and 60% of protista species
are known. [5,6]

The system of nature protection in Latvia is maidgulated by 2 laws: the Law on Species
and Habitats Protection and the Law on Specialbgdeted Nature Territories. Based on these
Laws, Cabinet of Ministers has adopted several cuipg Regulations. In general, the
legislation of nature conservation in Latvia cop@sds to requirements of the EU Directives,
Convention on Biological Diversity and other contiens. Additional specific nature
protection requirements are included in sectoraj. (orestry, agricultural, spatial planning,
building) legislation.

According to the legislation 236 animal species pfant and 62 fungi species are included
in the list of specially protected species, butad®mal and plant species are included in the
list of specially protected species with explogatiimits. Overall 2.7% from known species
are included in the list of specially protectedses. There are also 86 protected habitat types
in Latvia.

Table 1. Number of threatened and protected spaci@$abitats in Latvia

Specially Included in the Red Included in the EU
protected Data Book off Birds and Habitatg
according to the Latvia Directives and
national represented in
legislation Latvia

Species 742 579 276

Mammals 31 24 34

Birds 99 78 152

Reptiles and amphibians 9 9 14

Fishes 9 15 14

Invertebrates 106 162 34

Plants 237 315 22

Mosses 129 87 6

Lichens 60 34 -

Mushrooms 62 35 -

Habitats 86 - 57




Proportion and division in categories of speciallgtected nature territories

As of February 1, 2010 there are 681 speciallyguted nature territories established in
Latvia covering 11% from the country’s terrestriafritory (not including North Vidzeme
biosphere reserve covering alone7% from the terakserritory of the country). The System
of Protected territories consists of 8 categoriesoedingly to the goals of designation and
conservation — strict nature reserves, nationakgpamature reserves, nature parks, nature
monuments, protected landscape areas, biosphemessand marine protected territories.
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Figure 1. Number and area of specially protecteitdees in Latvia
Source: Latvian Environment, geology and meteonplgency(1).

In 2004 when Latvia joined the European Union, mekwof Natura 2000 sites was
designated in LatvidNatura 2000is unified network of specially protected terries of the
EU importance throughout the EU which is establisteeensure the protection of species and
habitats included in the EU Birds and Habitats Etikes. As a basis fadatura 2000network
the existing national system of specially protectedritories was used and amended.
Therefore the total number of national speciallytpcted territories increased from 576 (as of
2003) to 674 (as of 2009), 327 sites out of themmdeesignated allatura 2000sites. 7
marine protected territories were established & bleginning of 2010 which will be
designated also aNatura 2000sites during the 201(MNatura 2000sites in Latvia were
designated for protection of 127 species and 58syqf habitats represented in Latvia and
enlisted in the annexes of the Birds and Habitaestves.

Number of micro-reserves outside protected terasor

For the protection of rare, as well as dispersecispeand habitats apart from specially
protected nature territories the micro-reserveshairg established in Latvia. Micro-reserves
usually are established for the protection of sef@atures in nature important for certain
species — typical examples of micro-reserves asteption of nests of large birds like black
stork Ciconia nigraand Lesser Spotted Eaghguila pomarina The area of micro-reserves is

1 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on thenservation of natural habitats and of wild
fauna and flora; Council Directive 79/409/EEC oa tonservation of wild birds



usually smaller than area of specially protectadittgies. Although they can be located

within the protected territory, mostly micro-resesv are located outside the specially
protected territories. According to the goal of igeation and protection of micro-reserve

certain economical activities are prohibited (dagestry, land use change). There are 1050
micro-reserves established outside specially ptetemature territories from 2001-2007

covering in total 22 471 ha. Micro-reserves are footning part of the protected territories

network, although serving the needs of protectedisg.
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Figure 2. Number of micro-reserves established 122M07) outside specially protected
territories.
Source: Latvian Environment, geology and meteorpbmmency [1]

70% of the total area of micro-reserves were estadd for the protection of Western
CapercaillieTetrao urogallug(in total 299 micro-reserves established for prtive of Tetrao
urogalluscoveringl5 703 ha).

Status of habitats and species of the EU importance

According to the EU Habitats Directive the conséiora status of species and habitats
mentioned in the Directive has to be periodicalslaated and reported to the European
Commission. The results of the first evaluationZ009) show that only 31% of habitats and
50% of species (other than birds) of the EU impuréaare in favourable conservation status
in Latvia (Figure 3 and 4).
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Figure 3. Conservation status by habitat category
Source: EEA-European Topic Centre on BiologicaldDsity [2]
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Figure 4. Conservation status by species group
Source: EEA-European Topic Centre on BiologicaldDsity [2]

Major ecosystem types

Agricultural ecosystems

According to land balance data of the Republic afvia as of 1 January 2006, agricultural
lands covers 38,5% (72.9% - arable land, 1.2% hamts and 25.9% - grasslands (9.2%
grasslands and 16.7 % pastures)) of Latvia’'s teraéserritory [4]. Natura 2000territories
comprise 24% agricultural land [4]. More than 528np species (1/3 of Latvia’s flora) can be
found in grasslands in Latvia. Grasslands are itapbrfor protection of different species, for
example, approximately 40% of protected plant sgmeare found in grasslands, 82% of
population of corncrak&rex crexnests in grasslands. Natural and extensively nehag
grasslands are biologically the most important, fmwadays they cover only 0.3% (till the
middle of 28" century - 13%) from the country’s territory [7]h@se territories traditionally
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were managed by grazing and mowing, the extentto€lwhas significantly reduced. Main
threats to biologically important grasslands arelapzation of agricultural landscape,
overgrowing due to lack of management (in 2005,uald®.8% of the agricultural land was
land which was not used for agricultural purposesglioration (the total area of drained
agricultural land is 1.6 million ha [4]) etc.

Indicators

Area of the known localities of EU importance gtasds and area of maintained grasslands
of the EU importance

Grasslands of the EU importance are natural meadmalspastures with high diversity of
species (including those of EU importance) andudiclg grassland habitat types of EU
importance. The favourable conservation statuspefties and habitats of EU importance
related to natural grasslands can be only ensuye@pgpropriate management of these
grasslands. According to the existing evaluationsbientists and NGOs, there are in total
100 000 ha (target area) of grasslands of EU impo# in Latvia. As of 2007, 61% (61 402
ha) of EU importance grasslands are known and 8% (28 000 ha out of 100 000 ha) are
maintained [3]. Management of the EU importancesgjends is subsidized from the EU
funds and coordinated by means of the Rural Dewetop Programme of Latvia.

Farmland Bird index
In order to evaluate ecological conditions in agjtieral territories the Farmland Bird index
has been developed and being calculated in Laitviz 4995.

14
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Figure 5. Farmland Bird index.
Source: Latvian Environment, geology and meteonplgency [1]

Figure 5 presents two Farmland Bird indexes difigrin number and content of species.
Latvian Farmland Bird index (LFBI, 12 species) doest contain several index species
included in Europe Farmland Bird index (EFBI), lyically related to populated areas in
Latvia (e.g. Barn SwallovHirundo rustica Common StarlingSturnus vulgarisand Tree
SparrowPasser montanysWhereas EFBI (13 species according to list a8086) does not
contain several bird species typical to Latviarallsndscape and therefore included in LFBI,
such as European Goldfin€tarduelis carduelisCommon Rosefincarpodacus erythrinys
Marsh warblerAcrocephalus palustriand Common Grasshopper Warllecustella haevia
Changes in Latvian Farmland Bird index were simitachanges in Europe Farmland Bird
index until 2004. After 2004 LFBI is decreasing aiiace it is more appropriate in describing
Latvian rural biodiversity, there is a concern tha¢gative changes are related to
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intensification of rural farming and insufficienttavities in improvement of environment
conditions in agricultural lands.

Index of population demography of indicator specresite stork

Approximately 10 000 pairs of white stor&i€onia ciconigd are nesting in agricultural lands
in Latvia (5% from the world’s population, 9.2% ifinothe EU population). The number of
white storks in Latvia is stable and an averagebemof juveniles (2004-2007) is 2 juveniles
per populated nest (Figure 6).

2,5

1,5 4

Average number of juv.

2004 2005 2006 2007

Figure 6. Average number of white storks’ juvenipes populated nest.
Source: Latvian Environment, geology and meteorpbmmency [1]

Forests

As of ™ January 2009 forests cover 2 956 180 ha (45.7%heterritory of Latvia (50.4%
state owned, 2.5% owned by municipalities and 4Tafe property). Forest stands mainly
comprise 3 species: pine, spruce and bikztura 2000sites comprise 334.8 thousands ha of
forests (11.3% of total forest area). In total ¢h2007) various types of protected forests
occupy 523.5 thousand ha or 17.7% of the totalstoneea [4]. 17-84% of protected species
are related to forests in every group of organismsvhich information is available. There are
11 protected forest habitats in Latvia.

Indicators
Forest area
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Figure 7. Forest area in Latvia
Source: Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia (8)

Figure 7 shows that total forest area from 19926006 has increased (from 287 700 ha to
330 600 ha), but during the last two years (2000820t tends to decrease. The situation in
area of stocked forest land is quite similar — fro®99 till 2006 it increased from 272 800 ha
to 324 600 ha, but there is reduction during 200082 Stocked forest land is a part of forest
area — it excludes areas where neither a foregiets, perished stands, damaged stands) nor
forest crops are growing (afforested areas notiyetuded in the forest-covered areas).
Increase of the total forest area and area of stbdiorest land is mainly related to
overgrowing of agricultural land. Maintenance oféest biological diversity is affected by
severe economic situation in the countryside. Imynzases forest is seen as the only income
for inhabitants of the countryside, and this apphoéeads to unsustainable use of forests.
Other factors with negative impact on forest biedsity: melioration (in total 50% of forest
land are drained by open ditches), constructioriocést roads (Figure 8), lack of natural
disturbance (e.g. burning) in particular forestitsb.
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Figure 8. Total length (km) of built up and recaunsted forest roads and melioration systems
from 2004-2008.

Source: State Forest Serviggyw.vmd.gov.lv

Forest age class structure

The stand age (on a decade long age class) fom@heat species - pine, spruce and birch - is
given in Figures 9-11 following the area. Biolodigald stands are the most important for
biodiversity, respectively, pine stands startingr140 years, spruce — 120 years, birch — 90
years. All figures show disproportion in age stmet— young and middle aged stands are
proportionally more than old stands. Such stand sigecture does not ensure presence of
uneven-aged trees in forest and continuity of pdarat animal species related to them.
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Figure 9. Area of pine stands according to ageselméas of 01.01.2009).
Source: Forest Statistics, State Forest Service
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Source: Forest Statistics, State Forest Service
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Figure 11. Area of birch stands according to ages#s (as of 01.01.2009).
Source: Forest Statistics, State Forest Service

Index of population demography of indicator sped®ack stork and lesser spotted eagle

Forests of Latvia are very significant nesting ai@aabout 5% of the world and 8% of the
European population of black storki¢onia nigrg. The number of estimated population of
black stork in Latvia to date is 500-700 pairs.c8ir®0-ies the population of black stork in
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Latvia has decreased for approximately 45% fromiriteal population [1]. Intensive forest
management and lack of feeding sites are the megative factors causing decrease of
population of black stork. The nesting results pii also are influenced by the presence of
DDT [9]. Nesting areas of black stork are proteatettin specially protected territories and
micro-reserves, however currently only 28% fromradsting areas are under legal protection

[9].

Latvian population of Lesser spotted eaglguila pomarina)counts about 24% of European
population (20% from world’s population). Foresfisr (nesting) and grasslands (for feeding)
both are equally important ecosystems for thisigjgeand therefore the overall environmental
guality can be described based on the parametémssser spotted eagle’s populations.

From sampling plots with long-time observations yoimh “Bukaisi” (Figure 12) stable
dynamic of number of eagles has been stated. Appam@ecrease in number of pairs in two
other sampling plots shows negative trend in oVel@velopment of population during the
given period. The most important reason to thaitensive forest management (starting from
2000), particularly in private forests leading ¢33 of old forest stands suitable for nesting.
During the last years the number of lesser spottegle is also influenced by intensive
agriculture and, in particular, development of cifapming leading to loss of grasslands
suitable for feeding.
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Figure 12. Nesting results of Lesser spotted eagl8sxisting sampling plots.
Source: Latvian Environment, geology and meteonplgency [1]

Boas
Bogs are distributed throughout the country ancec@v9% (as of 2000) of Latvia’s territory

[5]. 70% out of them are being relatively intacfd®]. The rest are the bogs where peat
extraction or drainage was/being done. There ama types of bogs in Latvia: fens,
transitional mires and raised bogs. According gislation there are 8 specially protected bog
habitats. More than 50 protected plant specieseaiound in Latvian bogs (43 in fens, 15 in
raised bogs and 27 in transitional mires). Maihigyt are orchids (15 species) and sedges (10
species). The most valuable bogs in terms of q@eeiss are fens [13].
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The main threats for biodiversity are peat extmacttand overgrowing of bogs due to
melioration. Peat is among the most economicalinificant minerals in Latvia. It is
estimated that peat deposits (peatlands of morethea large and with more than 0.3 m peat)
cover 10.4% of the terrestrial land of Latvia (udks not only bogs, but also some forest
types, drained mires and peat extraction sites). [IBere are no indicators elaborated or
approved associated with biodiversity of bogs, Taible 1 shows amount of estimated peat
deposits and extent of peat extraction from 2003720

Table 1
Amount of estimated peat deposits and extent af gadeaction from 2004-2007
Source: Latvian Environment, geology and meteorpbmmency [1]
2004 2005 2006 | 2007
million of tonnes
Amount of peat deposits 794.802 | 794.207 775.940 768.548
Extent of peat extraction 0.595 0.791 1.000 0.541

Inland waters

There are 140 lakes (larger than 1%kmnd 12 400 rivers (with total length 38 000 km) i
Latvia [4]. Biodiversity in lakes has been mainlywéstigated in relation to their trophic
condition. It is concluded that mesotrophic lakepresent greater species diversity, but
olygodystrophic, dystrophic and diseytrophic bogek comprise more rare and protected
species. 2680 algae species, 1614 invertebrateespe#0 fish and 3 lamprey species
according to present estimation can be found ishinaters in Latvia [6]. According to
legislation there are 27 specially protected h&bishinland waters in Latvia.

Main threats to biodiversity in inland waters agetrophication, functioning of small hydro-
electric power stations and poaching.

Indicators
Index of population demography of indicator specigdmon

Salmon §almo salar)s specially protected species in Latvia and Eker€ are 10 salmonid
rivers in Latvia, the Salaca river being the moaportant of them. The Salaca river is
designated as a national salmon index river ancefibie special monitoring of salmon and
other fish species is being carried out there. gdyulation of salmon in the Salaca is being
considered as stable; the number of migrating smotireased significantly in spring 2006
(figure 13). Poaching and loss/degradation of blethabitats (e.g. due to activities of small
hydro-electric power stations built on rivers ireyipus years) are some of negative impacts
influencing populations of salmon in Latvia.
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Figure 13. Number of smolts in Salaca river.
Source: Latvian Environment, geology and meteorpbmency [1]

Marine and coastal areas

The total length of coastline in Latvia is abou64@n. Approximately 90% from it is covered
by natural habitats, the rest is covered with bogd. Great diversity of habitats and species
can be found along sea coast, for example it campr23 coastal habitats of EU importance.
There are more than 40 territories along the Bakig and Riga Gulf coast in Latvia that have
been designated &katura 2000sites, 7 of these territories comprise also seatagum.The
process of designation of mariNatura 2000sites has started recently; 7 markegtura 2000
sites are planned to be designated in Latvia. Nfai@ats to biodiversity in coastal areas are:
habitat degradation (due to tourism and recrealtiactivities, illegal car driving), habitat loss
(due to housing and inappropriate management), neskpa of invasive species and low
environmental awareness of general public andigialits.

Two different marine areas (coastal areas and sparareas) can be distinguished in Baltic
Sea and Riga gulf ecosystem. Between these twgrtegest biodiversity can be found in
coastal areas where benthic algae stands grow. Megats to biodiversity in marine areas
are: eutrophication and invasive species.

Invasive species

According to information in European Network on d&swwe Alien speciesiivw.nobanis.oryy
there are 142 invasive species in Latvia. Howewmérimation on invasive species has not
been gathered systematically so far and is availably for some species (in the form of
separate observations (eRgrcottus glehnisignal crayfish) or studies (hogweBeéracleum
sosnowskyinvasive species in coastal area)). The mostl@nuditic species which has caused
the biggest damage is hogweeétefacleum sosnowskylt was introduced in Latvia in 1950-
1960 as a cultivated plant for cattle feeding, duhe end of the 80-ties and beginning of 90-
ties its distribution in Latvia went out of contrédowadays it has spread almost all over the
country invading more than 12 000 ha [17]. Hogwéedhe only species included in the
national legislation on invasive species. BasedhenConvention of Biological diversity and
several national strategic programmes, the ProgeromLocalization of Distribution of
Hogweed 2006-2012 was adopted by the Governme2a@6 and in 2008 the Regulation on
Localization of Distribution of Hogweed were adapté-rom 2006 till now the State Plant
Protection Service is identifying and preciselyveying territories invaded with hogweed
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and, as of 2008, the surveyed area was already 834]1]. Gradually, a systematic
destruction campaign is being implemented: farmmdrese farms were invaded by hogweed
in summer of 2006 could apply for support.

Genetic diversity

By adopting the Convention on Biodiversity, Lathias undertaken a commitment to preserve
also the genetic resources.

It is important for Latvia to preserve the geneéisources of the local varieties of agricultural
animals, like Latvian blue cow and Latvian brownwgcdatvian white pig, etc., as well as the
genetic resources of the local plant varieties wthikir characteristic features [4]. The
Programme on Sustainable Use and Long-term Cortganvaf Genetic Resources of Plants
and Animals, Forest and Fishes used in Agricultureé Food, 2007-2009 was adopted by the
Government in 2007. It is stated in the Programhra following number of samples of
genetic resources are being maintained:

0 53 vegetables from 13 species;

o 57 field crop and grasses species;

0 459 Latvian fruits and berry bushes from 13 species

0 100 aromatic and vulnerary plants from 13 species.
Conservation programme of genetic resources oftaltwral animals is being realized by
several non-governmental organizations, forest tienesources are being maintairiadsitu
as well aex situ

Conservation of genetic diversity of wild plantsdaanimals is responsibility of several
botanical gardens and zoological parks, State ggédational Botanic Garden" being the
leading state scientific institution among thentha plant genetic diversity conservation, and
the Riga Zoo in animal genetic diversity consenstiMicrobial Strain Collection of Latvia
holds over 700 cultures of microorganisms [12].

Main problems and threats in conservation of genmesources are:
o lack of a unified legislative basis and a systemcollection, description,
conservation, analysis and use of genetic reso(itd¢s
o shrinking proportion of the use of the local vagst which endangers the gene
pool of agricultural plants and animals as weltreesagricultural biodiversity

[4].

19



Chapter Il - Current Status of National Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans

Introduction

The first National Programme on Biological Diveysivas adopted by the Government in
2000. It was supplemented with Action Plan contagrist of detailed activities to be fulfilled
in order to ensure biodiversity protection in eagbe of ecosystem and economic sector. Till
2003 the major part of activities enlisted in thetién Plan was fulfilled, so the Action Plan
was updated. In 2004 the National EnvironmentalicRoPlan 2004-2008 was adopted
defining also policy goals in biodiversity protexti According to the national legislation on
types of policy planning documents, it was replabgdhe Environmental Policy Concept
2009-2015 (adopted by the Government in 2009) amckesthe above mentioned National
Programme on Biological Diversity is considered -ofitlate, the Environmental Policy
Concept (EPC) is the actual and the most imporgaavironmental planning document in
force also covering biodiversity protection issues.

(a) A brief description of the NBSAP, identifying tie main or priority activities

The EPC can be considered as the general polieyiplg document in environmental field.
The overall goal of environmental policy definedtie EPC is to ensure the possibility for
inhabitants to live in a clean environment, fuifif sustainable development, maintaining
environmental quality and biodiversity, ensuringtainable use of natural resources as well
as ensuring public participation in the decisionkm@ processes and information on
environmental quality. The EPC consists of 5 mdwapters: air, water, earth, nature and
climate each containing description of situatiod @noblems, policy goals and results, and a
short list of the most actual and relevant actionise done within the planning period.

(b) An indication of whether and where targets andndicators (both global and national)
adopted under the Convention have been incorporateitito NBSAPs
Since the EPC is the general environmental polleyming document, it contains only one
guite general policy target per sector and almosparticular biodiversity indicators except
one: a Farmland Bird index. The EPC target in rapuntection is to ensure balance between
nature protection interests and economic interésfew of the priority activities enlisted to
achieve this goal are:
o to develop a new National Programme on Biodiveysity
0 to improve network of specially protected natureitieries and monitoring
system,
0 to ensure management of specially protected n&turiories,
0 to elaborate legislation for protection and sustbie development of
landscape,
0 to increase understanding of general public onreatalues.

Since 2009 national environmental indicators initigdl5 biodiversity indicators have been
set in Latvian legislation. They have been elalsataiccording to specific national needs and
conditions, but in general they are coinciding wiflonvention’s indicators more or less

covering these focal areas: Status and trends edfcttimponents of biological diversity,

Sustainable use, Threats to biodiversity, and tonéged extent - Ecosystem integrity and

ecosystem goods and services. Most of biodivemdicators are described in Chapter | of
this report.
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(c) Information on how activities under the NBSAP ontribute to the implementation of
the articles of the Convention and the thematic prgrammes and cross-cutting issues
adopted under the Convention

Activities enlisted in the EPC at the moment adsli@sly some issues of the Articles 6, 7, 8,
12, 13 and 20 of the Convention. It can be consiii¢hat EPC to a limited extent covers such
Convention’s thematic programmes as Agriculturabddrersity, Forest Biodiversity and
Inland Waters Biodiversity and such cross-cuttisgpes: Protected Areas, 2010 Biodiversity
Target, Biodiversity for Development, Communicafideducation and Public Awareness,
Identification, Monitoring, Indicators and Assessitseand Sustainable use of Biodiversity. It
is expected that the new National Programme onii2éosity (due data of elaboration - 2012)
could cover all the articles, thematic programmed eross-cutting issues adopted under the
Convention.

(d) An overview of progress made in implementatiorof priority activities or action,
focusing on concrete results achieved

Since the EPC is a new document (adopted in 200&etis no overview available of
progress made in implementation of priority actdst so far. Most of the policy results
included in the previous policy planning documeplvaring also biodiversity issues —
National Environmental Policy Plan 2004-2008 —athieved. For example — the network of
protected territories of European importandatura 2000 was established, appropriate
monitoring programme dflatura 2000site was developed and is being implemented, speci
conservation plans and management plans of protdetetories have been and are being
developed constantly.

(e) An indication of domestic and/or international funding dedicated to priority
activities

It is planned to use different types of fundingowgses (state budget, EU funding and private
sector funding) to implement the activities enlistea EPC. It is considered that due to
economical situation in country, there will be eobugh financial resources for co-financing
in the near future and therefore only the mostrativities will be implemented.

(f) A review of successes and obstacles encountergd implementation and lessons
learned

Success

The most significant success was elaboration angtamh of the first National Biodiversity
Programme (supplemented by the Action Plan) in 2@@erent other sectoral plans and
programmes elaborated afterwards incorporatedrnrdton and priorities set in the National
Biodiversity Programme. Till 2003 the major partaafivities enlisted in the Action Plan was
fulfilled, so the Action Plan was updated. Currgrttie Programme is considered out of date
since it needs to be seriously revised and a negr&mme has to be elaborated (as foreseen
in the National Environmental Concept 2009-2015)tirsg new targets and priorities
according to the current situation and future plans

Another significant success was establishmentNatura 2000 network in 2004 and
improvement of system of national protected tergt® accordingly. TheNatura 2000
network was established based on the existing mktwd protected territories, it was
reconsidered and 108 new protected territories wiegnated, but 48 existing protected
territories were amended/ enlarged. The protectéedtdries now cover 11% of country
terrestrial area (not including biosphere reser®% 6f country area)).
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Establishment of compensation mechanism for farestagement in protected territories for
private land owners was included as one of theripri@ctions in the previous National
Environmental Policy Plan (2004-2008). The respediéw and government regulations were
adopted in 2006 and system of compensations calmeperation. This was a great success
in nature conservation in Latvia, which also pesity changed attitude of land owners
towards nature protection. From 2006-2008 compensatfor forestry restrictions in
approximately 2300 ha were paid. Unfortunatelycsithe beginning of 2009 due to severe
economical situation, payments are postponed.

Attraction of funding from the EU LIFE Nature an@®REF programmes can be mentioned as
another great success. From 2001 (when funding fileenEU LIFE programme became
available for Latvia) till 2009, 15 LIFE projectseve implemented. A lot of different habitat
and species habitat management and restoratiovitiastiin different protected territories
have been implemented through these projects,nrational/educational materials published,
management plans elaborated. Local municipalitee®] owners and other stakeholders were
largely involved in implementation of these progtirough development of management
plans for protected territories, through impleméotaof practical management activities etc.
Also significant number of tourism infrastructuderaents (information centres, nature trails,
view towers, information signs etc.) were creatétthivw the EU LIFE and ERDF projects.

A very successful example of involvement of gengrablic in biodiversity conservation
issues is the public monitoring programme elabdratsnd implemented during the
GEF/UNDP co-financed project “Biodiversity protexti in North Vidzeme Biosphere
Reserve” (2005-2009). Inhabitants of the BiosphReserve were invited to obtain and
submit information in given questionnaires on d#éf& species (some rare, some common),
agricultural activities, distribution of invasiv@exies etc. in their property or neighborhood.
There was quite a large response from inhabitardsadot of information within the territory
of the Biosphere Reserve was collected.

Obstacles

Although there are several great achievementseinniplementation of nature legislation and
policy documents, nature conservation still is aopriority for the government. In nature
conservation sector implementation of the requirgsef the EU directives is the priority.
Another well-known and traditional obstacle is emmical pressure and the fact that nature
conservation is mostly seen as a restrictive istuderives from lack of information on
biodiversity values and benefits and insufficiemmenunication on nature issues to the
politicians and general public. This, in its tuderives from lack of human and financial
resources. Insufficient incorporation of biodivéysissues into sectoral strategies and
programmes can be considered as another importmtdade and even if sometimes it has
been incorporated, in reality it has been given lprority or has remained just as a
declarative issue.

(g) An analysis of the effectiveness of NBSAPs, faing on:
() Whether observed changes in status and tremdsodiversity (as described in
Chapter 1) are a result of measures taken to impte@iNBSAPs and the Convention

The legislation of Latvia’s nature conservationiniscorrespondance with the EU nature
legislation and enforcing nature conservation nenents set in the EU directives is a
priority. Nevertheless, since the goals of the @mtion and EU directives largely overlap, it
can be concluded that by implementing the EU divest the Convention is also being
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implemented. The Convention is being more refeteedh cases of conservation of genetic
diversity.

The major part of activities enlisted in the firsational Programme on Biological Diversity
and its Action Plan was fulfilled. Also most of tipelicy results included in the previous
policy planning document covering also biodiversggues — National Environmental Policy
Plan 2004-2008 — are achieved. Nevertheless tlaegic goals of these both documents
mostly have not been achieved. There are sevasbns for that, e.g. — lack of political will
and biodiversity issues not being set as a priogtpwing economical pressure during the
past 5 years which was not foreseen in the biosltyeplanning documents and therefore was
not accordingly dealt with (no additional evaluagp instruments and human and financial
capacity foreseen etc.).

(i) Whether the current NBSAP is adequate to adgslirthe threats to biodiversity
identified in Chapter |

As it is mentioned in subparagraph a) of this Cagpthe Environmental Policy Concept

2009-2015 is the only existing general environmleptanning document at the moment,

which, to some extent, covers also biodiversitysammation issues. Therefore it comprises
one quite general policy goal (to ensure balandevden nature protection interests and
economic interests) in the field of biodiversitynservation and several future activities
enlisted. It is expected that the coming NationaldB/ersity Program due by 2012 will be

more detailed and will address specifically eacthefmentioned threats.

(iif) How implementation of NBSAPs may be improvedhere necessary, including
suggestions of possible ways and means to overaenéfied obstacles

One of the most important aspects for successfplementation of NBSAP is incorporation
of its targets and activities into sectoral andssfsectoral plans and programmes. It is
expected that the coming National Biodiversity Pamg due by 2012 will be more detailed
and will include more precise description on thalgdo be met and ways to achieve them. .

(h) The specific information requested in COP 8 dasions
VIII/5 (Article 8(j))

Para 2. Invites Parties to submit through their national repoitsappropriate, to the Executive
Secretary, reports on progress in achieving natjpardicipation of indigenous and local communities
and associated capacity-building, aedueststhe Executive Secretary to compile these subrmissio
and, as appropriate and with the assistance ofeBaand of indigenous and local communities,
prepare a statistical report thereon identifyinger alia, participation in different bodies of the
Convention, participation from different countrigmitinents, participation in government delegations
as well as outside of government delegations, boskt funded by voluntary mechanisms;

There are no indigenous communities for the purpdsiee Convention in Latvia.

VIII/21 (Marine and coastal — deep seabed)

Para 3.Concernedabout the threats to genetic resources in the deged beyond national
jurisdiction, requestsParties andirgesother States, having identified activities andcgsses under
their jurisdiction and control which may have sig@nt adverse impacts on deep seabed ecosystems
and species in these areas, as requested in gandgfaf decision VII/5, to take measures to urygent
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manage such practices in vulnerable deep seabeystems with a view to the conservation and
sustainable use of resources, and report on mesatsiken as part of the national reporting process;

Latvia is not dealing with these issues.
VIII/22 (Marine and coastal — IMCAM)

Para 5.RequestsParties, in the course of reporting on impleménmabf the marine and coastal
programme of workto report on measures taken to enhance implenmemtaft Integrated Marine and
Coastal Area Management in their national repartgre relevant;

The Protection Zone Law(1997) determines types of Protection Zones oBthltic Sea and
the Gulf of Riga, coastal protection zone being oh¢hem. It was established in order to
decrease the effects of pollution in the Baltic,Segreserve the protective functions of the
forest, to eliminate the development of erosiorcpsses, to maintain the coastal landscapes,
to ensure preservation and protection of coastalirala resources, including resources
necessary for leisure and tourism and other teiegamportant for society, and the balanced
and the continuous utilisation thereof.

The Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga coastal pratactone is divided in the following zones:
1) the protection zone of coastal dunes the wadlitlvhich shall be dependent upon the
width of dune zone, but not less than 300 metredvards, counting from the place where
the natural land vegetation begins, except thewvotlg cases:
a) if the local government spatial plan has begproved in cities, the coastal
dune protection zone therein shall be not less #@nmetres, including as mandatory
the specially protected biotopes therein; and

b) if the borders of villages have been appraweatcordance with procedures
specified in Paragraph 67 of this Law and have tspecified in the spatial plan of the
local government, the width of the coastal dundgmtion zone shall be not less than
150 metres in such villages, including as mandatbeyspecially protected biotopes
therein;

2) the sea protection zone, which includes theclbeand the part of sub-continental
shelf from the beginning of the continuous natlmabl vegetation up to the 10 metre isobath;
and

3) a restricted economic activity zone up to atwidf 5 kilometres, which is
determined taking into account natural circumstance

The Spatial Development Concept of the Coastal Zon@011-2017) is being elaborated by
the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Gawveents. The Concept:

o will include an overview of existing situation aptbblems in the coastal area,

o will define values of national importance in theastal area;

o will define unified goal of conservation and deveitent of the coastal area;

o will determine policy principles and actions toibglemented from 2011-2017.
VI1II/24 (Protected areas)
Para 4.Urges Parties, other Governments and multilateral fundingies to provide the necessary
financial support to developing countries, in parér the least developed and small island devetppi

States, as well as countries with economies irsitian, taking into account Article 20 and Articke
(m) of the Convention to enable them to build céfyaand implement the programme of work and
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undertake the reporting required, including natioreports under the Convention on Biological
Diversity, to enable the review of implementatidrttee programme of work on protected areas in line
with goal 2.2 of the programme of work.

In 2006 a project (co-financed by the Republic afia) on capacity building of the Ministry
of Ecology and Nature Resources of the Republidoldova in two environmental sectors —
waste management and conservation of biodiversitgs-implemented.

In 2007 an international meeting (co-financed by Republic of Latvia) “Coordination of
nature conservation interests in borderland of Republic of Latvia and Belarus” was
organised.

Several international projects regarding natureseoration issues were fully or partly
financed by the Republic in Latvia, for example:

0 a project ,Support to the Ministry of Ecology andtNre Resources of the Republic of
Moldova for establishment of system of environmeimtgpact assessment”;

0 a project “Bilateral studies of nature values iotpcted territories “AugSdaugava’,
.Braslavskije ozjora”, ,Silene” and ,Ri”” in borderland of Latvia and Belarus with
target to establish transboundary protected teiegd

0 a project “Development of cooperation and exchasfgexperience in implementation
of environment requirements in protected territorigi Autonomous Republic of
Adjara”.

VIII/28 (Impact assessment)

Para 5UrgesParties, other Governments and relevant organizatio apply the voluntary guidelines
on biodiversity-inclusive environmental impact assment as appropriate in the context of their
implementation of paragraph 1 (a) of Article 14ttoé Convention and of target 5.1 of the provisional
framework of goals and targets for assessing pssgtewards 2010 and to share their experience,
inter alia, through the clearing-house mechanism and natrepairting;

Environmental Impact Assessment procedure in Latsialetermined by the Law “On
Environmental Impact Assessment” (1997) done infmonity with respective EU directive
and UN/ECE Convention on the Environmental Impadséssment in Transboundary
Context (Espoo). All plans and programmes haveet@a$sessed as well in the conformity
with the EU directive on the strategic environméatsessment. Impact of the proposed plan
or project is examined with respect to severaleddt out of which protected territories,
species and habitats are to be evaluated as Walprtected territory is designated also as a
territory of the EU importanceN@tura 2000site) the proposed plan or project could be
approved only when no significant negative effectNatura 2000site is confirmed by the
adequate assessment.
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Chapter Il - Sectoral and cross-sectoral integration or
mainstreaming of biodiversity considerations

National strategies and programmes

Latvian Sustainable Development Strategy 2033 being elaborated and hierarchically it
will be the highest national long-term developmplanning document. Nature as a future
capital is defined as one of the directions oftegfiz development.

Until adoption of Latvian Sustainable Developmetrategy 2030 thd.atvian Sustainable
Development Concept(2002)is in force where biodiversity and nature conseovatssues
are significantly reflected. The targets of the €t adapt the targets of Rio Declaration
according to the national situation. There are isdveverall goals of the Concept directly
related to biodiversity:
(1) to ensure adequate activities for conservaiidsiodiversity and ecosystems;
(2) to ensure integration of environmental issues @ develop wide use of environmental
policy instruments in other sectoral policies;
(3) to ensure public involvement in sustainableedlgyment processes.
The particular targets of the biodiversity conséorasector are:

0 to maintain and restore diversity of ecosystemsthent natural structures;

0 to maintain and enable diversity of local wildlgpecies;

0 to maintain genetic diversity of wildlife specieswell as cultivated plants and

domestic animals;
o to facilitate conservation of traditional landscape
0 to ensure sustainable use of natural resources.

National Development Plan 2007-201@as approved by the Government in 2006 and it is
the highest medium-term development planning documEehe objective of the plan is to
facilitate a balanced and sustainable developménhe country, as well as to ensure an
increase of Latvia’s competitiveness. The strategial of the National Development Plan
(NDP) is — education and knowledge for the growth tiee national economy and
technological excellence. The priorities of theibladl Development Plan are:

0 An educated and creative individual;

o Technological excellence and flexibility of compai

o Development of science and research.
The chapter “Prerequisites for sure and sustaima@ldpment” of NDP presents the most
important areas for the achievement of the stratebjective, the chapter “Reasonably used
and well-preserved natural environment” being amdmgm. This chapter includes also
several tasks related to biodiversity:
(1) to facilitate the preservation and reasonalde af biological diversity and protected
territories;
(2) to promote the inclusion of the protected teriés into the economic development
determining different prohibited zones of economdativities and substantiating the socio-
economic decisions in their determination, as \asllto attract financial resources for their
management;
(3) to encourage public participation in environtanprotection and preservation by
providing timely and true information to the logahabitants about environmental quality and
natural resources;
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(4) to facilitate the development of environmermdlcation, as well as to foster education for
sustainable development and to raise environmamtaieness among the general public;

(5) to support sustainable development of the ahrmvironment for recreation purposes and
to promote ecotourism;

(6) to facilitate evaluation, mitigation and momit@ of the risks to nature, including climate
change and industrial risks.

Declaration of the Intended Activities of the Cabimt of Ministers is the document of
political guidelines. Declaration of today’s Goverent includes several priorities directly or
indirectly related to biodiversity conservation:

(1) Development and adoption of new environmentdicp guidelines by defining the main
objectives and activities for the development ¢ #mvironmental policy during the next
seven years;

(2) Development of a harmonised nature protectianagement system;

(3) Development and adoption of river basin managgmplans by ensuring public
discussions and by starting implementation of theg

(4) Ensuring fish passes in small hydro-electrie@ostations.

In order to implement the Declaration the CabineMinisters develops and approves the
Government Action Plan with particular tasks, time schedule and indicateslponsible
institutions. Tasks related to biodiversity consdion are:

(1) To develop and adopt the Environmental Poliop€zpt (adopted in 2009);

(2) To reorganize the Nature Protection Board aratifinistrations of protected territories
(completed in 2009);

(3) To ensure public involvement in discussiongmjects of river basin management plans.
To synchronize criteria of environmental qualitgessment and environment quality targets
in transboundary river basins with Estonia anduathia.

(4) To develop and adopt river basin managememnisdiar all the largest rivers in Latvia.

(5) To improve legislation on small hydro-electpower stations.

Cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies

The Spatial Development Concept of the Coastal Zor{@011-2017)s being elaborated by
the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Goweents.

The Concept:

will include an overview of existing situation aptbblems in the coastal area,
will define values of national importance in theastal area;

will define unified goal of conservation and devsitent of the coastal area;

o O O O

will determine policy principles and actions toibglemented from 2011-2017.

The Land Use Policy Concept 2008-201& a medium term policy planning document

defining targets, principles and results of land pslicy, problems to be solved and necessary
actions. The Concept includes biodiversity issuesdme extent, for example, issues on
biodiversity conservation in agricultural lands walniare not used for agricultural purposes
and issues of land fragmentation (particularly $orands) are highlighted in a descriptive

part of the Concept. Conservation of biologicalgluable territories is highlighted as one of

the policy results.
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Sectoral strategies and programmes

Environment

The Environmental Policy Conceptand theProgramme of Localization of Distribution
of Hogweed 2006-201Bave been already described in the Chapter hefeéport.

The primary goal ofThe Climate Change Mitigation Programme 2005-2016- to ensure
that starting from 2008, the total amount of GHGismions does not exceed 92% of 1990
level. The primary goal is to be achieved by immatmg several activities, e.g.:

1) increase the share of renewable energy sourdés ienergy balance;

2) promote the implementation of environmentallyrs agricultural methods that reduce
direct GHG emissions;

3) increase Ce@removals in forestry;

In the implementation of the climate change miimatpolicy, the following activities,
indirectly related to biodiversity conservatione @nalysed among others in detail:

. promotion of biomass use;

. promotion of biogas use;

. support for energy generation in small hydro-elegiower stations;

. support for wind power production;

. support for biofuel production and promotion offoiel use;

. support for the construction of combined heat amaigr generation plants and energy
efficiency projects;

. sustainable use of agricultural resources;

. development of environmentally friendly agricultund promotion of Good
agricultural practice;

. increase of forest stand productivity

. afforestation of unmanaged agricultural land;

It is highlighted in the Programme that developmeihtsmall hydro-electric power stations

has to be balanced with requirements of nature essagon and conservation of fish

resources. It is also indicated that nature comsienv requirements have to be taken into
account in ecologically valuable and vulnerablettnies.

Economy
The overall goal ofthe Latvian National Lisbon Programme 2005-2008is to facilitate

employment and development of the country. The Rrage is a policy planning document
which shows how, in 2005-2008 Latvia will reach thisbon strategy goals on the basis of
the Integrated Guidelines, approved by the Europ@aancil in July 2005.To maintain
biodiversity on existing level is one of the adi®$ included in the Programme to ensure
sustainable use of natural resources. Each yegpatrof progress of implementation of the
Programme is prepared as well as new tasks andtiastiadded.

The Concept of Energy Sector Development 2007-2016cludes some information on
restrictions for nature conservation purposes argndevelopment.

Communication, transportation

The Transport Development Concept 2007-2018lescribes situation, problems, policy
goals and actions in transport sector. Nature aodiersity issues are not reflected in this
Concept.

Agriculture
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Latvian Rural Development National Strategy Plan 207-2013is a middle term policy
planning document pursuant to the Regulation ofoEGupport of Rural Development by the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural DevelopmertteTobjective of the Plan is - prosperous
people in sustainably populated countryside of ieatvfor the achievement of which the
following four activity directions are identified:

1) Development of Capacities of Rural People;

2) Enhancement of Labour Generated Income in Rieditories;

3) Sustainable Management of Rural Natural Ressurce

4) Development of Rural Living Environment.

The Rural Development Programme for Latvia 2007-2013vas prepared and adopted to
achieve the objectives set out in the National RDevelopment Strategy Plan, conditions
and activities consistent with utilization of Commity’'s and Latvia’'s financial resources.
Activities in the Programme are divided in 3 axethvollowing objectives:

1) The objective of axis 1 is to improve the contpatness of agricultural and forest
management by supporting their restructuring, dgwekent and innovation as well as to
improve the professional knowledge and qualifia&tiof the population by ensuring the
availability of the required advisory services.

2) Axis 2 measures promote improvement of enviramnaad rural landscape by supporting
activities aimed at preservation of the nature ewlaf rural territories, attractive landscapes
and biodiversity.

3) The objective of axis 3 is to promote improvemeithe quality of life in rural areas by
supporting the development of the local roads dmdinfrastructure required by the local
initiative groups, to diversify the economic adies as well as to preserve and develop the
cultural heritage of rural territories.

The Programme includes description of Latvia’s bietsity and protected territories and
these issues are also recognized as one of thrgttsein SWOT analysis. There are several
activities (e.g.Natura 2000payments (both in agricultural and forest langslyments for
maintaining biodiversity in biological grasslangseservation of genetic resources of farming
animals) in the Programme directed towards biodi%econservation. Implementation of the
Rural Development Program is co-financed by theRtldal Development Fund.

The general objective of tHeatvian Fisheries Development Plan 2007-20113 to ensure
sustainable use of fish resources for benefit tfreugenerations and to ensure prosperity of
people involved in fisheries. Short informationlaftvia’s protected territories is included in
the Plan. A few activities of the Plan are directewards biodiversity conservation (e.g.
restoration of fish spawning areas, building andrisrement of fish-passes). Implementation
is co-financed by European Fishery Fund.

The Programme on Sustainable Use and Long-term Coesvation of Genetic Resources
of Plants and Animals, Forest and Fishes used in Agulture and Food, 2007-200%as
been described already in the Chapter Il of thentep

Forestry
Latvian Forest Policy (adopted in 1998) defines the long-term strategid tactical goals

and principles of forest sector development. Theral goal of the Policy is the sustainable
management of forests and forest lands. The goathef Policy particularly regarding
biodiversity is the preservation and maintenandeiadiversity at the current level.
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The 2004 - 2008 Corporate Strategy of the State $fio Company “Latvijas valsts mezi”
(LVM) includes LVM goal in nature conservation aadvironment protection which is: “to
conserve biological diversity (genetic resourcass and endangered species and ecosystems)
and protect the related environmental values ldisswaters, and landscape”. Several tasks
to achieve the goal are given in the Strategyr iatia:
o In the forests under management systematicallytiigehe sites essential for the
conservation of protected species and habitats;
o Work out individual management plans for the fomrsias having special
management goals:
= 8-10% of forests are managed for biodiversity eovestion, excluding
there any management or planning only the act&/itiecessary for
maintaining and enhancing the biodiversity;
= 10-12% of forests are managed for protecting thirenment
components like waters, soils and landscape, amatangng the
forest’s recreational values and cognition oppaties essential for the
public;
0 Work out and by the end of 2008 implement the méalelandscape ecological
planning;
0 Assess and within limits possible reduce the impachanagement activities on the
environment, reducing to the minimum the use ohabal plant protection agents in
forests; starting with 2005 use in forest operationly biodegradable oils.

Tourism

The Concept of Latvian Tourism Developmentas elaborated for 2004-2008 and currently
a new Concept for 2009-2015 is being elaborated. target of the previous Concept was to
ensure increase of tourism proportion in Latvianogsr Domestic Product. Nature and
biodiversity issues were not reflected in this Gepic

Education and science
Biodiversity and nature conservation are not diyeeflected in policy documents regarding
education and science.

The Science and Technology Development Concept 2062013was elaborated to set the
policy targets and priorities in development ofescie and technology. One of the policy
principles mentioned in the Concept is that dewelept of science and technology is
determinant for sustainable development of Lat@aonomy, prosperity and maintenance of
natural resources.

One of the problems identified in thHeducation Development Concept 2007-201%
insufficient number of students in natural scienegjineering and technologies. The task to
deal with this problem is to increase the numbestatfients financed by the state budget in
natural sciences, engineering, medicine and enviemrtal sciences

Defence
The goals ofEnvironment Strategy 2005-2009 of the Ministry of @fence and National
Armed Forces are: maintain high environment quality standarésiuce the pollution and
sustainable use of natural resources. RegardimtiMeisity conservations the targets are:
o0 to ensure implementation of nature conservationirements and to ensure
conservation of protected species and habitats;
0 to maintain ecosystems, biodiversity and social lzritage values.
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A good example of biodiversity conservation in defe sector is the LIFE Nature project
“Restoration of Biological Diversity in Military &ining Area andNatura 2000site “Adazi™
administered and implemented by the State Agencpé&bence Properties under the Ministry
of Defence from 2006-2009. Project had 3 main dhjes:
0 Integrate nature conservation and military intexest
0 Restore the Military Training AreaNatura 2000values to, and maintain them
at, a favourable conservation state.
o Educate military personnel and cooperate with amjitNatura 2000 site
managers.
The main activities implemented during the propret:
o management plan for tidatura 2000site “Adazi” developed and approved;
0 more than 1000 ha of dry heath habitat restored,;
0 1400 ha cleaned up of unexploded ammunition;
0 1000 military personnel received training on naktwaservation issues;
o Open-door event organized with more than 600 ppaits.
More information on the project can be foundvatiw.adazinatura.lv
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Chapter IV - Conclusions: Progress towards the 2010
Target and Implementation of the Strategic Plan

(a) Progress Towards the 2010 Target

CBD goals
targets

ang

Relevant CDB indicators

National indicatqg
(indicators markeg
with asterisk (*)
are approved b
the Government
ie. included in the

Cabinet of
Ministers No. 175
“Regulations  on
National
Environmental
Indicators”)

Regulations of the

)

y

i

rérogress assessment

Protect the components of biodiversity

Goal 1. Promote the

conservation of the biologitbarsity of ecosystems, habitats and biomes

Target: 1.1: At least
10% of each of the
world’s ecological
regions effectively
conserved
Target 1.2. Areas df
particular

importance
biodiversity
protected

tq

o] Coverage of protected Proportion
areas; and division in
(o] Trends in extent of categories 0

selected biomes, ecosystems
habitats;

o] Trends in abundance ar
distribution of selected species

nature territories*;
nd Number of
micro-reserves
outside protecte
territories?;

o] Status
habitats

off

importance
(indicator used by
included in
appropriate
national
legislation)

national

[ protected
aspecially protected has

674 (as of

accordingly

and including
species of the EUreserve) Figure 1).

marine
territories

the EC, but not yetestablished

beginning
which

designated
Natura

2) There

established
specially

2).

1) The total number g
increased
576 (as of 2003) t
the terrestrial area d

I protected territories
from 8.9% to 11%

will

2000 sites
during the 2010.

micro-reserves
nature territories fromn
2001-2007 covering i
total 22 471 ha (Figur

3) 31% of habitats an

=

specially
territorie
fron

2009) an

S oo 3%

(not
biosphere

~

protected
were
th
2010
be
as

at
of

also

are 105

outsid
protecte

- =S

o
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50% of species (othe
than birds) of the EU
are in

importance
favourable
conservation status |
Latvia (according tg
the first evaluation
published in 2009
Figure 3 and 4).

Goal 2. Promote the conservation of species diyersi

Target 2.1: Restorg
maintain, or reducs
the decline of
populations of
species of selecte
taxonomic groups

0 Change in
threatened species
d

2.0 Trends in abundance an@
= distribution of selected species;

Status  of
habitats ang
ofspecies of the ELU
importance
o] Latvian
Farmland Bird
index (LFBI)*;
o] Index of
population

demography 0

creX) nesting

indicator species:
white and black
stork, lesser
spotted eagle
salmon*;

o] Index  of
Corncrake Crex

J

1) 31% of
habitats and 50% @
species (other thal
birds) of the EU
importance
favourable
conservation status i
Latvia (according tdg
the first evaluation
published in 2009)
Figure 3 and 4.
2)  After

LFBI
and there is a conce

2004

that negative changes

are related tq
intensification of
rural farming and

insufficient activities,
for improvement of
environment

condition in
agricultural lands
(Figure 5).

3) The number of
white stork in Latvia
is stable; since 90-ie
the population of
black stork in Latvig
has
approximately 459
from the initial
population; also dat
on population of
Lesser-spotted eag
shows negative tren
in overall population
development (Figure

6).
4) Latvian
population of
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decreased for
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Corncrake count
about 24% of its
European populatio
and, according t
monitoring data, in
the past 20 year th
number of Corncrak
has gradually
increased due t
increase of favourabl
habitat. A  rapid
decline in populatior
size is predicted ir
the nearest future dy
to habitat overgrowth
intensive farming ang

1*2)

)

D

D

M O

e

j =

building  expansion
[1, 18].
Target 2.2: Statumo Change in status ofo Index  of| 1) The number of
of threatened threatened species population white stork in Latvia
species improved | o Trends in abundance andlemography of is stable; since 90-ies
distribution of selected species; | indicator species: the population of
o] Coverage of protectedwhite and black black stork in Latvia
areas stork, lessert has decreased for
spotted eaglg, approximately 459
salmon*; from the initial
o] Status  off population; also data
habitats and on population of
species of the EU Lesser-spotted eagle
importance shows negative trend
o] Number of| in overall populatior
micro-reserves development (Figure
outside protected 6).
territories?*; 2) 31% of
o] Area of | habitats and 50% of
maintained species (other than
grasslands of thebirds) of the EU
EU importance*. | importance are in
favourable

conservation status i
Latvia (according tg
the first evaluation
published in 2009
(Figure 3 and 4).

3) There are 105
micro-reserves

established  outsid
specially  protectec
nature territories fron
2001-2007 covering

in total 22471 ha

(S IAE A V)
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(Figure 2).

4)  Appropriate
management is being
carried out in 28% oﬁ
all target area o
grasslands of the EU

importance.
Goal 3. Promote the conservation of genetic ditersi
Target 3.1: Genetic o Trends in genetic diversityNo relevant The Programme on
diversity of crops| of domesticated animalsnational indicators Sustainable Use and
livestock, and of cultivated plants, and fish speciedeveloped. Long-term
harvested species ofof major socio-economic Conservation 0
trees, fish and importance Genetic Resources of
wildlife and other| o Biodiversity used in food Plants and Animals,
valuable species and medicine (indicator under Forest and Fishes used
conserved, and development) in  Agriculture and
associated o] Trends in abundance and Food, 2007-2009 was
indigenous and distribution of selected species adopted by the
local knowledge Government in 2007.
maintained. It is said in the
Programme that

following number of

samples of geneti

resources are being
maintained:

o 53 vegetables fron
13 species;

o 57 field crop and
grasses species;

0 459 Latvian fruits
and berry bushe
from 13 species;

o 100 aromatic and
vulnerary  plants
from 13 species.

Microbial Strain

Collection of Latvia

holds over 700

cultures of

microorganisms.

Activities aimed at

preservation of geneti

resources of farming
animals are supported
by the state budget.

The ex situ collection

of the National

Botanical Garden

contains 131 species

of Latvian rare and
endangered plants

O

-

[

(9]
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(56%
protected
plants and ferns).

of

state
flowering

Promote sustainabl

€ use

Goal 4. Promote sustainable use and consumption.

Target 4.1:
Biodiversity-based
products derived
from sources that
are sustainably
managed, and
production areas
managed consisten
with the
conservation of
biodiversity.

—

Area of forest, agricultural
and aquaculture ecosystems
under sustainable management

Proportion of products
derived from sustainable source
(indicator under development)

Trends in abundance and
distribution of selected species

Marine trophic index
Nitrogen deposition

Water quality in aquatic
ecosystems

. Area of
agricultural land
managed
organically*;

SA range of
different indicators
elaborated and
approved
regarding inlang
and marine water
quality, e.g.:
. Percentage

of aquatic objects
with  water of
good and high
quality*;
Average
concentration 0
biogenic element
in surface wate
(total N and tota
P)*.

i
5

1

As of 2008
approximately 6,4% o
all agricultural land
(161650 ha) wa
managed organicall

[1].

More than a half of al
forests in  Latvia
(including all state
owned forests) ar
certified accordingly
to the FSC schem
[14].

Approximately  40%
of inland water from
2004-2007 was
good and high quality

[1].

All territory of Latvia
is  subdivided in
catchment areas ¢
four significant rivers
setting Daugava
Gauja, Venta an
Lielupe river basin
districts. Nutrient
transport via thes
large rivers effects
eutrophication proces
in  marine water
especially in  the
southern part of th
Gulf of Riga. The
annual averag
concentrations
nitrogen in rivers s
decreased since th
beginning of nineties
of previous century (&
period of significant

of

7

of

f

U7

(1)

~

Df

o

O

W

W

e

52

falling of industrial
and agricultura
production) and in
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general do not exceed
2 mg/l in Daugava,
Gauja and Venta. |
Lielupe the annual
average concentrations
of nitrogen is higher
due to intensive
agriculture  activities
in this region [19].
The concentration o
nitrogen depends
annually.  However
despite a variability of
the total nitrogern
average concentratign
from year to year, a
trend of the last period
shows small increase

-

=2

of the nitrogen
concentrations in all
rivers. [19].

A survey on quality of
Latvian surface wate
is prepared annually
[15].

=

Target 4.2.
Unsustainable
consumption, of
biological
resources, or that
impacts upon
biodiversity,
reduced.

. Ecological
related concepts

footprint and

Ecological

footprint (indicator
is not included in
appropriate
legislation)

The total ecological
footprint of Latvia is
8.5 million ha or 3.9
ha per ever
inhabitant, whic
ranges Latvia in 45t
place among 15
countries of the world

Target 4.3: No
species of wild
flora or fauna
endangered by
international trade.

. Change in
threatened species

status

(¢

fStatus of habitat

sWild flora and faun

and species of theis not endangered hy

EU importance
(indicator used by
the EC, but not ye

included in
appropriate
national
legislation)

No relevant
national indicators
regarding
particularly
international trade
have beer
elaborated.

international trade an
almost all plant an
tanimal species whic
could be interestin
for international trad
are included in CITE
appendixes (number
of Latvian plant an
animal species i
5 CITES appendixes are
33 and 4
accordingly).

» According to the La
On  Species an
Habitat Protection, i
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is forbidden to trade
with specially
protected plant and
animal species.

Address threats to biodiversity

Goal 5. Pressures from habitat loss, land use ehamng degradation, and unsustainable water|use,
reduced.

Target 5.1. Rate of | « Trends in extent of selected Forest The forest area has
loss and biomes, ecosystems and habitats ~ area*; increased and it is
degradation of . Trends in abundance antﬁ Char_lges i mainly related  with
natural habitats | gistribution of selected species | '2nd Cover®, overgrowing of
decreased. . . . Use of| agricultural land
* Marine trophic index agricultural land | (Figure 7). During

. Index  of| 2000-2006 area of

population natural grasslands

demography of decreased for 14%,

indicator species; Put area of temporary

white and black forests and  shrubs

stork, lessert increased for  18%.

spotted eagle,The area of pastures

salmon*: and orchards has also

. Status  of decreased during this

habitats and period, but area of

species of the Enon-irrigated  arable

importance. land has significantly

increased (for 14%
which indicates tdg
intensification of
agriculture [1].

Goal 6. Control threats from invasive alien species

Target 6.1. . Trends in invasive aliepDistribution of|As of 2008, the
Pathways for major SpeCieS |UVQSIVe .SpeC|e'SSU|’V€yed area
potential alien (indicator is not occupied by Hogweed
invasive Species included in| was 8341 ha, but the
controlled. appropriate total area might be
legislation and much more (it was
information is| estimated that morg
being obtained than 12 000 ha were
mainly on one invaded with
particular species +Hogweed in 2002, byt
hogweed precise  informatior
Heracleum was lacking).
SO0sSnNowskYi
Target 6. 2. . Trends in invasive aliepDistribution of| The Programme af
Management plans| species invasive -speC|e3L9ca_I|zafuon of
in place for major (indicator is not Distribution of
alien species that included in| Hogweed 2006-2012
threaten appropriate was adopted by the
ecosystems, legislation and Government in 2006
habitats or species information is

being obtained
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mainly on
particular species
Hogweed
Heracleum
sosnowskyi

one

Goal 7: Address ch

allenges to biodiversity frommelte c

hange, and pollution.

Target 7.1.
Maintain and
enhance resilience
of the components
of biodiversity to
adapt to climate
change.

Connectivity/fragmentatiof
of ecosystems

1 No relevant

roads/melioration
systems could b
used. Severd
indicators of fores
fragmentation havs
been elaborateq
but not officially
used.

national indicators

officially

elaborated and
approved.
Indicators of
density of

D

S+ 1—1D

Target 7.2. Reduce

pollution and its
impacts on
biodiversity.

Nitrogen deposition

Water quality in aquati
ecosystems

A range of
_different indicators
" elaborated an
approved
regarding  inlang
and marine wate
quality, e.g.:

0 Percentage
of aquatic objects
with water of good
and high quality*;

0 Average
concentration 0
biogenic element
in surface wate
(total N and tota
P)*.

Approximately  40%
of inland water from
12004-2007 was O
good and high quality

[1].

Information
nitrogen

5 concentrations
provided under
Target 4.1.

r
on

the

[ A survey on quality of
SLatvian surface wate
ris prepared annuall
[15].

Maintain goods and services from biodiversity to spport human well-being

Goal 8. Maintain capacity of ecosystems to delg@vds

and services and support livelihoods

Target 8.1. . Biodiversity used in foodNO _relevant Approximately — 40%
Capacity of and medicine (indicator unde rnafuqnal indicators of inland water from
ecosystems to development) officially 2004-2007 ~was _orf
deliver goods and |, Incidence  of |_|uman_elaborated angdgood and high quality
services induced ecosystem failure approv_ed , [1].
maintained. regarding first
. Water quality in aquati¢indicators. A survey on quality of
ecosystems A range of| Latvian surface water
« Marine trophic index different indicatorg is prepared annually
elaborated and[15].
approved

f

~

1%

< =
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regarding inland
and marine wate
quality.

e.g.:

0 Percentage
of aquatic objects
with water of good
and high quality*;
(0] Average
concentration 0
biogenic element
in surface wate
(total N and tota
P)*.

[

)

Target 8.2.
Biological
resources that
support sustainable
livelihoods, local
food security and
health care,
especially of poor
people maintained.

Health and well-being
communities who depend direc
on local ecosystem goods a
services

Biodiversity used in food an
medicine

Not relevant.

ly
nd

Protect traditional knowledge, innovations and pratices

Goal 9 Maintain socio-cultural diversity of indigems and local communities

Target 9.1. Protect
traditional

Status and trends

linguistic diversity and numbers?

0 relevant

o

ational indicators

D

knowledge, of speakers of indigenoygfficially
innovations and languages elaboratgd and
practices. . Additional indicators to be approved.
developed
Target 9.2. Protect | Indicator to be developed E'Ot _relevant tg
atvia.

the rights of
indigenous and
local communities
over their
traditional
knowledge,
innovations and
practices, including
their rights to

benefit-sharing.

Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits @sing out of the use of genetic resources

Goal 10. Ensure the fair and equitable sharing efiéfits arising out of the use of genetic resources

Target 10.1. All
access to genetic
resources is in line

Indicator to be developed

No relevant

national indicators

officially

elaborated an

D

40



with the
Convention on
Biological
Diversity and its
relevant provisions

approved.

Target 10.2.
Benefits arising
from the
commercial and
other utilization of
genetic resources
shared in a fair and
equitable way with
the countries
providing such
resources in line
with the
Convention on
Biological
Diversity and its
relevant provisions

Indicator to be developed

No relevant
national indicatorg
officially
elaborated an
approved.

D

Ensure provision of adequate resources

Goal 11: Parties have improved financial, humanestific, technical and technological capacity to

implement the Convention

Target 11.1. New | « Official development No _relevant
and additional assistance provided in support gfnational indicators
financial resources| the Convention officially

are transferred to elaborated and
developing country approved.

Parties, to allow for

the effective

implementation of

their commitments

under the

Convention, in

accordance with

Article 20.

Target 11.2} Indicator to be developed No _relevant
Technology is nafuqnal indicators
transferred tq officially
developing country elaborated and
Parties, to allow for approved.

the effective
implementation of
their commitments

under the
Convention, in
accordance with its
Article 20,
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| paragraph 4.

(b) Progress towards the Goals and Objectives of ¢hStrategic Plan of the Convention

There is no particular plan for implementation lo¢ tStrategic Plan of the Convention, but
some of its goals and objectives, based on natioeatls, are incorporated in the National
Environmental Concept 2009-2015. For example, Mati&nvironmental Concept contains,
among others, the following activities: to faciléaresearches on impact of different
management activities to favourable conservatiatustof species and habitats, to elaborate
new National Biodiversity Programme, to raise pulaivareness on biodiversity protection
issues, to facilitate involvement of local munidipias and NGOs in management of protected
territories.

(c) Conclusions

An overall assessment of whether the implementationf the Convention has had an
impact on improving conservation and sustainable wesof biodiversity, and the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the ulization of genetic resources, in their
country

Conservation of biodiversity

Based on the Convention, the National BiodiverBitggramme was elaborated and approved
in 2000 covering almost all of the Convention’s Igaand targets and including a wide list of
priority activities (Action Plan). During the nefdw years almost all activities undertaken in
the biodiversity conservation were coincident wiith Programme and its Action Plan.

By accession to the European Union in 2004, Lafa@ed major changes in legislation and
shifted priorities towards Europe-scale approachature conservation. Most effort was put
on approximation of the EU legislation. Protectiainbiodiversity gained higher profile in
Latvia as a network of specially protected terigsrof the EU importancHatura 2000sites
was established, stronger requirements for asgepsiential impact of economical activities
on species and habitats were required, and EU uREing for nature conservation activities
was and still is available to Latvia, among oth&mce the requirements of the EU nature
legislation are largely overlapping with the Contvem goals and targets, we can say that by
implementing EU nature legislation the Conventiibéing implemented as well.

To implement the provisions of the Article 7, Na& Monitoring Program was prepared
initially in 2002, then revised and adopted withe thitle “Environment Monitoring
Programme” in 2006 - including monitoring of biologl diversity and requirements provided
by the EU biodiversity legislation.

To implement the Article 18, Latvia has elaboratéational Information and Cooperation
Network (CHM). This information system supportsrtiagic and cross- sectoral issues of the
Convention; information on species and habitat g in Latvia is published on the home
pagehttp://biodiv.lvgma.gov.Iv/
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The Convention’s goals and targets to some extent tbeen included in several very
important sectoral plans and programmes, e.g.: |IHRbeaelopment Programme 2007-2013
and National Forest Policy.

The attitude of general public towards protectedttgies has slightly changed (has become
more positive) when payments from the Rural Dewslept Programme and national
compensations for forest landowners started.

Sustainable use of biodiversity

To ensure sustainable use of biodiversity is mudrencomplicated issue because of the
economical pressure. This issue to some extergirgkaddressed by specific regulations on
protection and use of protected territories andrenmental impact assessment.

The issue on fair and equitable sharing of benetiising out of the utilization of genetic
resourcess not yet dealt with in Latvia.

An analysis of lessons learned regarding implemertian, highlighting examples of
successful and less successful actions taken

All'in all it has to be admitted that there are imumeore success in implementation of the first
objective of the Convention - conservation of bidsity - than in implementation of the rest
of Convention’s objectives — sustainable use of moments of biodiversity and equitable
sharing of the benefits arising out of the utiliaatof genetic resources.

A significant success is establishmentNzftura 2000network in 2004 and improvement of
system of national protected territories accordinglThe Natura 2000 network was
established based on the existing network of pteteterritories, it was reconsidered, 108
new protected territories were designated and 48ieg protected territories were amended/
enlarged. The protected territories now cover 11f%state terrestrial area (not including
biosphere reserve (7% of state area)).

According to the legislation a management planefach protected territory can be prepared
and every nature management activity undertakémeitierritory has to be in compliance with

it. A procedure of elaboration (including publiczgivement) and content of the management
plant is also described in the legislation. The aggment plan includes description and
analysis of nature values in each particular tawyijtdefines nature protection targets and
describes existing and possible threats and negessanagement activities. By 2009 160

protected territories have management plans apgrasame of them are fully implemented

and a part of them are implemented partially.

Attraction of funding from the EU LIFE Nature an@®REF programmes can be mentioned as
another great success. From 2001 (when funding theni.IFE programme became available
for Latvia) till 2009, 15 LIFE projects were implemed. A lot of different habitat and
species habitat management and restoration aesiviti different protected territories have
been implemented through these projects, informatieducational materials published,
management plans elaborated. Local municipalitee®] owners and other stakeholders were
largely involved in implementation of these progettirough elaboration of management plans
for protected territories, through implementatidrpractical management activities etc. Also
significant number of tourism infrastructure eletsefinformation centres, nature trails, view
towers, information signs etc.) were created withmmEU LIFE and ERDF projects.
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Communication of nature conservation issues caméetioned as a less successful example
since there is no communication strategy elaboratedimplemented. Although the attitude
towards nature protection has slightly changed @eome more positive) when payments
from the Rural Development Programme and nationaipensations for forest landowners
started, and also when different large-scale ptejeeere implemented, it is still quite
negative, especially among sectoral institutiorss @aliticians.

A summary of future priorities and capacity-building needs for further national-level
implementation of the Convention

One of the most important future priorities is elaion of new National Biodiversity
Programme which is also indicated in the existimyiEonmental Policy Concept 2009-2015.
One of the most important problems in implementatid nature Conventions as well as the
EU Directives is lack of appropriate informatiorsearches on biodiversity conservation and
particularly on protected territories (managemdfitiency, costs and benefits, ecosystem
services etc.), so in the nearer future we havidas on facilitation and development of
appropriate studies/projects. More attention alsmukl be paid to integration of biodiversity
issues in sectoral plans and programmes. Anothgoritaint issue which has to be dealt with
in the nearer future is education and awareneisg ris biodiversity issues of general society.
The main obstacle to implement all these futuresrities is lack of human and financial
resources, as well as lack of political will.

Suggestions for actions that need to be taken atdtregional and global levels to further
enhance implementation of the Convention at the natnal level, including: refining
existing programmes of work or developing new one$o address emerging issues;
suggesting goals and objectives that may be includléhe future Strategic Plan of the
Convention; and identifying mechanism that need tde established at various levels

The new National Programme on Biological Diversstyould incorporate specified goals
which would halt the loss of biodiversity and ecsisyn degradation, and also would ensure
its restoration till 2020. A favorable conservatgiatus has to be ensured for rare, endangered
and protected species and habitats. It has to liewsxd through integration of biodiversity
conservation targets in policy planning and legiséadocuments of all economic and other
sectors and, particularly, in spatial/comprehenpiaas of local and regional municipalities.
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Appendix | - Information concerning reporting Party and preparation of
national report

A. Reporting Party

Contracting Party Latvia

NATIONAL FOCAL POINT

Full name of the institution Ministry of the Envirment of the Republic of Latvia

Ms. Daiga Vilkaste, Director, Nature protectic

Name and title of contact office department; CBD focal point

=

Mailing address Peldu street 25, Riga, LV-1494, MAX
Telephone +371 7026504

Fax +371 7820442

E-mail Daiga.vilkaste@vidm.gov.lv

CONTACT OFFICER FOR NATIONAL REPORT (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

Full name of the institution Ministry of the Envirment of the Republic of Latvia

Ms Vija Busa, Head of Division of Protected Termiigs,

Name and title of contact officer Nature Protection Department

Mailing address Peldu street 25, Riga, LV-1494, MAX
Telephone +371 7026519
Fax +371 7820442
E-mail Vija.busa@vidm.gov.lv
SUBMISSION

Signature of officer responsible
for submitting national report

Date of submission

B. Process of preparation of national report

The report was prepared by the Nature ProtectiopaBRment of the Ministry of the
Environment.
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Appendix Il - Further sources of information

If Parties so wish, sources of information on natioimplementation, such as website addresses,
publications, databases and national reports stdamio other related conventions, forums and
organizations, may be provided below.

1. National report on environmental indicators. Vit Environment, geology and
meteorology agency, 2008.

. Article 17 report — National Summary Latvidtp://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/

. Larmanis V. 2008. Favourable conservation statube EU importance grassland habitats
and species in connection with Rural DevelopmeagRmme of Latvia. Book: Current
problems of species and habitat management in d.atiniversity of Latvia, Riga, pp
91-100.

. Rural Development Programme for Latvia 2007-2013

. National Programme on Biological Diversity. THaistry of the Environment, 2000.

. Latvian Biodiversity Clearing-House Mechanidmttp://biodiv.lvgma.gov.lv/

. Rusina S. 2008. Management of semi-natural lgnads for the vegetation diversity. Book:
Current problems of species and habitat managemelmtvia. University of Latvia,
Riga, pp 57-71.

8. Statistical yearbook of Latvia. Central StatigkiBureau of Latvia. Riga, 2007.

9. Strazds M. 2009. Black stork- a bird of the y2@08. Birds in Nature 2009/1, pp 6-9.

10. European Network on Invasive Alien specieg\iv.nobanis.ory

11. The Programme on Sustainable use and long®@amservation of Genetic Resources of
Plants and Animals, Forest and Fishes used in Algui@ and Food, 2007-2009

12. International Depositary AuthorityMicrobial Strain Collection of Latvia
http://mikro.daba.lv/

13. http://latvijas.daba.lv

14. www.fsc.lv. Information on FSC certification in Latvia.

15. www.lvgmc.lv. Web page of th&tate limited liability company "Latvian Environmen
Geology and Meteorology Centre" collecting and pesing environmental information,
carrying out environmental monitoring and informitig society on the environmental
situation.

16. Pakalne M. Mire habitats and their protectianPakalne M. (ed.) Mire Conservation and
Management in Especially Protected Nature Areakaitvia. Jelgava Printing House,
Riga.

17. The Programme of Localization of DistributidnHogweed 2006-2012.

18. Keiss O. 2009. 20-year survey of Corncr@kex crexin Latvia. Birds in Nature 2009/2,
pp 18-19.

19. State of the Environment Report 2010, Latviayémber 2009. Latvian Environment,

Geology and Meteorology Centre of the Ministry lod £nvironment.

w N

~N o O~

46



Appendix lll - Progress towards Targets of the Global Strategy for Plant
Conservation and Programme of Work on Protected Areas

| Progress towards Targets of the Global Strategyfant Conservation

Target 1. A widely accessible working list of knownplant species, as a step towards a
complete world flora

Lists of Latvian vascular plant species, lichend bryophytes are available on Latvian CHM:
http://biodiv.lvgma.gov.lv/. Web encyclopaedia “Nature of Latviaiww.latvijasdaba.lv ) contains
information (description, distribution, conservatistatus, photos etc.) on approximately 1735
vascular plant species.

Target 2: A preliminary assessment of the conservian status of all known plant species,
at national, regional and international levels

Specially Included in the Red Included in the EU
protected Data Book of Birds and Habitatg
according to the Latvia Directives and
national represented in
legislation Latvia

Species 426 436 28

Plants 237 315 22

Mosses 129 87 6

Lichens 60 34 -

No assessment of conservation status neither sé thigecies (except those included in the EU
Habitats Directive) or all known plant species haen carried out though.

Target 3: Development of models with protocols foplant conservation and sustainable
use, based on research and practical experience
No information available.

Target 4: At least 10 per cent of each of the world ecological regions effectively
conserved

As of February 1 2010 there are 681 specially ptetenature territories established in Latvia
covering 11% of the country’s terrestrial territdiryot including North Vidzeme biosphere
reserve covering 7% from the terrestrial territofythe country). The System of Protected
territories consists of 8 categories accordinglyhi goals of designation and conservation —
strict nature reserves, national parks, naturervese nature parks, nature monuments,
protected landscape areas, biosphere reserves amthemprotected territories. With
designation ofNatura 2000sites the total number of national specially pcted territories
increased from 576 (as of 2003) to 674 (as of 20880 77 micro-reserves have been
established for plant species conservation as @7.20

Target 5: Protection of 50 percent of the most imptant areas for plant diversity
assured

There are no Important Plant Areas designated ividaso far.Natura 2000sites were
established for conservation of 28 plant specidisted in the EU Habitats Directive as well
as they are incorporating localities of other nadity rare and protected plant species.
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Designation process of protected territory for @mmation of rare plant specidsgularia
sibirica is ongoing.

Target 6: At least 30 percent of production lands ranaged consistent with the
conservation of plant diversity

Natura 200Qterritories comprise 24% agricultural land.

Grasslands of EU importance are natural meadowgpasigires with high diversity of species
(including those of EU importance) and includinggsland habitat types of EU importance.
The favourable conservation status of species abddis of EU importance related to natural
grasslands can be only ensured by appropriate reareg of these grasslands. According to
existing evaluations by scientists and NGOs, iltthere are 100 000 ha (target area) of
grasslands of EU importance in Latvia. As of 200I% (61 402 ha) of EU importance
grasslands are known and only 28% (28 000 ha out06f000 ha) are maintained [3].
Management of EU importance grasslands is subsidizen the EU funds and coordinated
through the Rural Development Programme 2007-201atwvia.

Natura 2000sites comprise 334,8 thousands ha of forests ¥d bf3total forest area), but in
total various types of protected forests occupatdf 2007) 523.5 thousand ha or 17.7% of
the total forest area.

Target 7: 60 percent of the world's threatened spées conserved in situ.

National protected territories amthtura 2000sites were established for conservation of plant
species included in the national and EU lists obtguted species. No assessment of
conservation status of these species (except thokeled in the EU Habitats Directive) has
been carried out though.

Target 8: 60 percent of threatened plant species imccessibleex situ collections,
preferably in the country of origin, and 10 per cen of them included in recovery and
restoration programmes

The ex situcollection of the National Botanical garden consaill31 species of Latvian rare
and endangered plants (56% of state protected fiogvglants and ferns); in 2009 it was
supplemented with 2 new species and 6 new samplessiing species of different origins.

There is no recovery or restoration programmeshatened plant species in Latvia at the
time being.

Target 9: 70 percent of the genetic diversity of @ps and other major socio-economically
valuable plant species conserved, and associateddigenous and local knowledge
maintained

The Programme on Sustainable Use and Long-terme@eaaton of Genetic Resources of
Plants and Animals, Forest and Fish used in Adriceland Food, 2007-2009 was adopted by
the Government in 2007. It is said in the Programha following number of samples of
plant genetic resources are being maintained:
0 53 vegetables from 13 species (maintaiesdsitumainly in one gardening
research centre);
o 57 field crop and grass species (maintaimedsity in vitro and in field
collections in several institutes and scientifiatces);
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0 459 Latvian fruit and berry bushes from 21 spe¢ieaintained onlyex situ
(field collections) in several institutes, botanhicgardens and private
collections);

0 100 aromatic and vulnerary plants from 13 specigsirftained ex situ (several
species — in situ) mainly in one scientific ingiuand several species — in
botanical gardens and private collections).

Target 10: Management plans in place for at leastGD major alien species that threaten
plants, plant communities and associated habitatsna ecosystems

According to information in European Network on d&swe Alien speciesiivw.nobanis.oryy
there are 142 invasive species in Latvia. Howewméorimation on invasive species has not
been collected systematically so far and is aviglalnly for several species (in the form of
separate observations (eRgrcottus glehnisignal crayfish) or studies (Hogweed, invasive
species in coastal area)).The most problematiciesp&cich has caused the most damage is
hogweed Heracleum sosnowskyHogweed is the only species included in the mnafio
legislation of invasive species. Based on the Cotior of Biological diversity and several
national strategic programmes, the Programme o#lization of Distribution of Hogweed
2006-2012 was adopted by the Government in 2006 ian8008 the Regulations on
Localization of Distribution of Hogweed were adapte

Target 11: No species of wild flora endangered byiternational trade

Wild flora is not endangered by international traahe almost all plant species which could
be interesting for international trade are includeCITES appendixes (number of Latvian
plants in CITES appendixes are 33).

Target 12: 30 percent of plant-based products derad from sources that are sustainably
managed
As of 2008 approximately 6.4% of all agriculturahtl (161 650 ha) was managed organically

[1].

More than half of all forests in Latvia (includingll state owned forests) are certified
accordingly to the FSC scheme [14].

Target 13: The decline of plant resources, and assated indigenous and local
knowledge innovations and practices that support stainable livelihoods, local food
security and health care, halted

Not relevant.

Target 14: The importance of plant diversity and the need for its conservation
incorporated into communication, education and pukit awareness programmes.

These issues are included in the different projezddised mainly by the non-governmental
organisations. A good example was the project “lamvPlant Embassy for Biodiversity
Conservation” realised by the Latvian Find for Natin 2007. During the project people
form each of Latvia’s 26 regions were invited tdevéor particular plant species and at the
end, so called Plant Embassy was created consisfi@$ plant species representing each
region.

Natural History Museum of Latvia organises exhdms and field excursions on plant
diversity and its conservation.
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Target 15: The number of trained people working wih appropriate facilities in plant
conservation increased, according to national needdo achieve the targets of this
Strategy.

A few universities in Latvia offer to study biologplant conservation being one of the
subjects. Nevertheless, insufficient number of ifjedl and experienced experts in different
nature conservation fields is major problem in Laatv

Target 16: Networks for plant conservation activites established or strengthened at
national, regional and international levels

The joint conferences and excursions of Baltic hista are being organised since the first
half of the 28' century.
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Il Progress towards Targets of the Programme oflWdarProtected Areas

Goal 1.1. To establish and strengthen national ancegional systems of protected

areas integrated into a global network as a contribstion to globally agreed goals.

Target: By 2010, terrestrially 2and 2012 in the marine area, a global network of

comprehensive, representative and effectively meshagational and region

protected area system is established as a comdribta (i) the goal of the Strategj

Plan of the Convention and the World Summit on &oable Development ¢

achieving a significant reduction in the rate obdwersity loss by 2010; (ii) the
Millennium Development Goals — particularly goalon ensuring environmental

sustainability; and (iii) the Global Strategy fdaft Conservation

Progress:As of 2004 the network of protected territories sisting of 674 territories
(some of them including also marine part) was distadd in Latvia. 327 sites out of

them are being designated as territories of EU mapoe Natura 2000 sites)
covering 11% Latvia's terrestrial territory. Curtlgn Latvia is working on
amendments of several terrestidtura 2000sites as well as on establishment @
new marineNatura 2000sites — it is expected that these sites will Hat#ished in
2010.

1) Work on establishment of protected territori@sgrotected plant speciégyularia

sybiricais ongoing;

2) Work on reconfiguration of boundaries of 18tpabed territories to correspond
respective boundaries of Important Bird Areas igaing;

3) work on establishment of maritdatura 2000sites is ongoing;

4) In 2009 12 existing nature reserves and sigmiti@areas among them were unif
in one protected territory - nature reserve "indmitajs" (with total area 51351 ha

Goal 1.2. To integrate protected areas into broadefand- and seascapes an
sectors so as to maintain ecological structure arfdnction.

Target: By 2015, all protected areas and protected arsgemg are integrated in
the wider land- and seascape, and relevant sedwgrsapplying the ecosyste
approach and taking into account ecological convigcts/ and the concept, whe
appropriate, of ecological networks.

Progress:
1) Latvian network oNatura 2000sites is a part of the EU networkgatura 2000
2) Protection zones along the sea coast and riaeds around lakes are set
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legislation. Although they were established to dase or eliminate the effects of the

anthropogenic negative impact on the objects foickvlthe protection zones ha
been determined, they can serve also as conngctieitridors among protecte
territories

3) Landscape ecological plans for 2 large protectedtdades — North Vidzeme

Biosphere reserve andigha National Park have been elaborated so far.

4) River basin management plans for 4 largestsiuetatvia were prepared,;

5) A report “Maintaining forest biodiversity in baa'’s forests- are there gaps in th
amount of different forest vegetation tyges/as prepared in 2006. The aim of ti
analysis was (1) to estimate how much of diffefentst vegetation types are neec
for the maintenance of Latvia’s forest biodiversitythe long term, (2) how mug
there is today, and (3) to evaluate if and wheeeelmay be gaps in the area of for
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needed to maintain biodiversity.

2/ Terrestrial includes inland water ecosystems.

5/ The concept of connectivity may not be applieabl all Parties.
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6) According to legislation one of the targets jpédtsal (territorial) planning is to
maintain natural and cultural heritage, landscagktaological diversity. Based on
this, information on protected territories and thenctional zoning, micro-reserves
and high value landscape areas have to be incindeath spatial plan. Spatial plan
have to be elaborated in accordance with proteeteiiories management plans.

7) Policy and planning documents in forestry andicaffure also incorporates
protected territories;
8) The 2nd scientific conference of the North Videe biosphere reserve was
organized in 2008. The main conference theme wdfereint aspects of the
integration of biodiversity conservation requirengeinto planning documents gt
different levels: regional development plans, egmlal landscape plans, municipal
plans and site management plans for specially piedenature territories.

[72)

Goal 1.3. To establish and strengthen regional netwks, transboundary
protected areas (TBPAs) and collaboration between eighbouring protected
areas across national boundaries.

Target: Establish and strengthen by 2010/2012&&nsboundary protected territories,
other forms of collaboration between neighbouringtgcted territories across
national boundaries and regional networks, to eodathe conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity, implemegtithe ecosystem approach, and
improving international cooperation

Progress:In 2008 a transboundaamsar site with Estonia was established. Issues
of conservation of transboundary protected teig®mre included in the bilateral
agreements with Estonia, Lithuania and Belaru008 a project “Bilateral studies
of nature values in protected territories “Augsdawj, ,Braslavskije ozjora”
,Silene” and ,Rici” in borderland of Latvia and Bels with the target to establis
transboundary protected territories” was financgdhe Ministry of Environment of
Latvia.

Goal 1.4. To substantially improve site-based protted area planning and
management.

Target: All protected territories to have effective managat in existence by 2012,
using participatory and science-based site planphmogesses that incorporate clear
biodiversity objectives, targets, management sjraseand monitoring programmes,
drawing upon existing methodologies and a long-tevanagement plan with active
stakeholder involvement

Progress According to legislation a management plan for epabtected territory
can be prepared and any nature management actiuigrtaken in the territory has {to
be in compliance with it. A procedure of elaboratiincluding public involvement|
and content of management plant is also describetie legislation. Management
plan includes description and analysis of natureesin each particular territory,
defines nature protection targets and describestiegi and possible threats and
necessary management activities. By 2009 160 pgeutéerritories have management
plans approved, some of them are fully implemented a part of them are
implemented partially.
Nature Protection Board under the Ministry of Eomiment is responsible for
management of protected territories. A lot of natimanagement activities in differgnt
protected territories are being undertaken by noregimental institutions within
different projects (e.g. Life Nature projects). Aoding to legislation, a spatia
(territorial) plan has to be elaborated in accocgarwith protected territories

6/ References to marine protected area networksetadmsistent with the target in the WSSD plan of
implementation.
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management plans.

Goal 1.5. To prevent and mitigate the negative immds of key threats to
protected areas.

Target: By 2008, effective mechanisms for identifying apdeventing, and/o
mitigating the negative impacts of key threatsrmgcted areas are in place.

Progress:

1) Principles of environmental protection are sethe Environmental Protectiqg
Law including: the precautionary principle, the ymstion principle, the
assessment principle and the “polluter pays” ppiegi

2) The system of environmental impact assessment tignséegislation and i$

operating. The mechanism on how to apply and mooidapensatory measur
for Natura 2000sites is in place, but not yet applied since there not been sug
a case yet;

3) Elaboration of Individual Regulations of Protectimnd Use for Particular Natu
Territory can be also considered as an activifgrévent or mitigate threats;

4) Inspectors of State Environmental Service and Nat@rotection Board af
monitoring and controlling activities in protectesdritories;

5) the Programme of Localization of Distribution of d#eeed (Heracleun
sosnowsky) 2006-2012 was adopted by the Governmeti06 and in 2008 th
Regulations on Localization of Distribution of Hoged were adopted;

6) A lot of different habitat restoration activitiese been done within differe
projects (e.g. Restoration of natural hydrologiedime in bogs, restoration
floodplain meadows by cutting of overgrowth, reatmn of natural flow of
Slampe river)

7) Natura 2000payments, payments to forest ownerdlatura 2000sites as well a
subsidies for maintaining biodiversity in biolodigavaluable grasslands a
available through Rural Development Programme 220Q173;

8) Threats to the protected territory are enlisteiisimanagement plan
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Goal 2.1. To promote equity and benefit-sharing.

Target: Establish by 2008 mechanisms for the equitableirsipaf both costs an
benefits arising from the establishment and manageof protected areas

Progress:

1) According to the legislation management activities national protecte
territories can be carried out also by non-govemaieorganisations as we
as by local municipalities. Several NGOs have besstablished fo
management of particular protected territories;

2) A handbook of economical assessment of Natura 3066 was published i
2005;

3) Compensations for forestry restrictions in protdcterritories are available

since 2006.
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Goal 2.2. To enhance and secure involvement of im#inous and loca
communities and relevant stakeholders.

Target: Full and effective participation by 2008, of indigpus and loca

communities, in full respect of their rights andagnition of their responsibilities

consistent with national law and applicable intéoreal obligations, and th
participation of relevant stakeholders, in the ngmmaent of existing, and th
establishment and management of new, protected area

D

Progress:
1) According to the legislation, when a new protectiedritory is being
established or an existing protected territory énfj amended, local lan
owners and municipalities are noticed and they fraely express thei

=
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

opinion.

Local land owners and municipalities can also pgudite in the process
elaboration of the management plan for protecteddey;

Landowners, municipalities a well as all relevatakeholders are free
participate in appropriate management of protetdeitories as long as it is i
compliance with legislation and management plahdoe to lack of funding

negative attitude towards protected territories awnerall low environmental

awareness, the number of cases of participatiggite low;
Consultative boards for 9 large protected terg®iare established comprisi

representatives from relevant state institutiomsal municipalities, local

landowners, NGOs etc.;
The Consultative Board on Environment uniting 20iemmental and natur

NGOs has been established, initiated by the Miisfr Environment. The

goal of this Board is to facilitate public involvemt in elaboration an
implementation of environmental policy;

a system of controlling of important bird areasvaojunteers was established

by the Latvian Ornithological Society within theopect "Involvement of
society in controlling of Important Bird Areas";

a system of public monitoring was established aad warried out within th
GEF/UNDP project 2005-2009 in the North Vidzeme $ioere Reserve.
Small Grant Programme “Support for nature friendlysiness in North
Vidzeme” (2006-2008) was also realized within thentioned project. Withir

this Programme local farmers, businessman on tbegrbasis could get up

to 25% co-financing for their projects facilitatimgture friendly economicg
activities in the North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve
The LEADER approach through the Rural DevelopmeongRmme can b

sometimes inter alia used for management of predederritories. For

example — society “Rural partnership Ziemelgaujastéblished based ¢
LEADER programme) as one of its priorities hastsegnsure implementatio
of the management plan of the protected landscegee ‘@iemégauja” and
other protected territories. 15 local municipatitiecated around the protect
landscape area “Zierfgauja’, 9 businessmen, 13 NGOs and 8 indivig
persons have united in this organization.
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Goal 3.1. To provide an enabling policy, institutioal and socio-economig
environment for protected areas.

Target: By 2008 review and revise policies as appropriateluding use of socig
and economic valuation and incentives, to provideigportive enabling environme
for more effective establishment and managemeryjrotected areas and protect
areas systems.

[
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Progress:No such review and revisidmve been done so far, but several partic
activities can be mentioned here:

1)

2)

Natura 2000payments, payments to forest ownersNiatura 2000sites as
well as agri-environmental payments for maintainimgodiversity in
biologically valuable grasslands are available uigio Rural Developmer
Programme 2007-2013;

Each new legislative or policy document before @idopis available on th
web page of Cabinet of Ministers and everyone ogimess his opinion, a

well as consultations with NGOs are taking placeemvsuch documents are

being elaborated. The Consultative Board on Enwrem uniting 20
environmental and nature NGOs has been establiblgethe Ministry of
Environment. The goal of this Board is to facigbublic involvement in

ular
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elaboration and implementation of environmentaligyol All documents
elaborated by the Ministry of Environment befordmission to the Cabine
of Ministers are put in the Ministry's web page foiblic opinion.

Goal 3.2. To build capacity for the planning, estalishment and management of
protected areas.

Target: By 2010, comprehensive capacity-building programmed initiatives are
implemented to develop knowledge and skills at \iddial, community and
institutional levels, and raise professional stadsla

Progress:
1) State Environmental Service is organizing semirfars state and publi¢
inspectors on a regular basis;

2) Consultancy Services Centre (structural unit ofteStRorest Service) i
organizing different seminars and issuing informatmaterials (inter alia o
nature conservation issues in forests) for forewbeys and Latvian Rural
Advisory and Training Centre for rural entreprersgur

3) In order to improve governance and management ofepted territories
(especially those with no administration up to thatoment), the
reorganization of Nature Protection Board and 6 iathtnations of protected

=)

territories was completed in 2009. After this prexave have got Nature

Protection Board with 7 regional structures respmasfor administration o
all protected territories in respective region asllvas for conservation @
protected species and habitats outside protecteitbtes; 2) Based on th
mentioned reorganization, a part of employees wetrained to fulfill dutieg
of nature inspectors

D —

Goal 3.3. To develop, apply and transfer appropriat technologies for protected
areas.

Target: By 2010 the development, validation, and transtdr appropriate

technologies and innovative approaches for thectffe management of protected
areas is substantially improved, taking into actal@tisions of the Conference of the

Parties on technology transfer and cooperation.

Progress: From 2009 till 2011 an ERDF co-financed projectegifonization of
conservation and management activities in protecteditories” is being

implemented. The main target of the project is $taklish information system gn
planning and implementation of conservation and agament activities in protected
territories. That would ensure unified and coortkdaplanning, registration and
implementation of nature management activities ritleo to ensure conservation |of

specially protected species and habitats.

Goal 3.4. To ensure financial sustainability of prtected areas and national and
regional systems of protected areas.

Target: By 2008, sufficient financial, technical and otlesources to meet the costs
to effectively implement and manage national amgioreal systems of protected areas
are secured, including both from national and ma&onal sources, particularly to

support the needs of developing countries and cesnivith economies in transitign
and small island developing States.

Progress: Although Latvia has attracted considerable amafnfunding (mainly
from the EU Life, ERDF, UNDP/GEF etc.) for managenef protected territories ip

recent years we are still lacking financial resesrto manage and monitor all the
protected territories properly in order to ensweofable conservation status of each
habitat and species the territory has been desidriat. Agro-environment payments
for maintaining biodiversity in biologically valubbgrasslands are available throygh

Rural Development Programme 2007-2013. Managemetititees of protecteg

—
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territories sometimes can be s done also throughDER programme.

Goal 3.5. To strengthen communication, education @public awareness.

Target: By 2008 public awareness, understanding and ajapiat of the importancg
and benefits of protected areas is significanttyeased

Progress:

D

The attitude towards protected territories hashdlijgchanged (has become maore

positive) when payments from the Rural DevelopmBrmgramme and national

compensations for forest landowners started.

A lot of different education and information magdsi have been published by the

state institutions, NGOs (within the different mcis (e.g. Life Nature)) and other

organizations. Several weekly broadcasts (e.g.éV¥ikti"(Environmental facts) an
“Zalais ipasums” (Green property)) are being shown TV. Several large sca

activities helping to raise public awareness ontqmted territories and nature

protection in general were carried out within thERAUNDP project “Biodiversity

Protection in North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve”, fample — monitoring
programme for monitoring various species and vemgetanhabiting the Reserve (the

monitoring is conducted by general public and etg)esnd Nature Concert Hall
open air events with specially composed ambientierausd nature laboratories ea
year dedicated to different topic (e.g. hermit legetorest and lichens). Sevel
thousands of people have attended these eventsyduyiears.

A public opinion pool on necessity to restrict ferenanagements during bird nest
period was carried out in 2008. The results shotlvati79% of respondents think th

intensity of forestry actions has to be signifiégméduced during bird nesting period

and except actions that can not be undertakenatihanperiod.

Development and popularization of sustainable aatdre friendly agriculture, forest
management and tourism practice in particular ptetkterritories is also a part pf

several large scale projects (e.g. Life, ERAF).

Goal 4.1. To develop and adopt minimum standards ah best practices for
national and regional protected area systems.

Target: By 2008, standards, criteria, and best practiagsplanning, selecting
establishing, managing and governance of natiomalragional systems of protect
areas are developed and adopted.

Progress:
The Regulation of the Cabinet of Ministers “On GeheUse and Protection (
Specially Protected Nature Territories” could pblsbe considered as a minimy
standard for all protected territories. Individuedjulations for particular territory a
being elaborated based on the General Regulations.

Goal 4.2. To evaluate and improve the effectivenessf protected areas
management.

Target: By 201Q frameworks for monitoring, evaluating and reportipgtected
areas management effectiveness at sites, nationdl ragional systems, ar
transboundary protected area levels adopted aneémemted by Parties

Progress:No such overall frameworks are adopted and impléaakim Latvia, but:
1) monitoring of management effectiveness as a pamaragement activities
usually included in a management plan of protetteatory;
2) monitoring of management effectiveness is mandawithin the EU Life
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Nature projects. Such monitoring (e.g. grasslanchitnong, monitoring of
lichens) in some of protected territories is betagied out also after the Lif
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project has been finished.

Goal 4.3. To assess and monitor protected area stiatand trends.

Target: By 2010, national and regional systems are estadddi to enable effectiV

monitoring of protected-area coverage, status aedds at national, regional and
global scales, and to assist in evaluating progmessieeting global biodiversity

targets

Progress: the Programme of Monitoring dflatura 2000Sites, was elaborated jn

2007.

Goal 4.4 To ensure that scientific knowledge contoutes to the establishmen
and effectiveness of protected areas and protectaglea systems.

Target: Scientific knowledge relevant to protected areas$urther developed as
contribution to their establishment, effectiveness] management

Progress:
1) Natura 2000sites can bestablished based on scientific information only;

3) Scientific researches are being carried out inldéingest protected territorie
(national parks, strict nature reserves) and in&diom used in management
respective territory;

4) Scientific researches also in some other protetetedories are being carrie
out;

5) Several publications and compilations on the besi actual cases ¢

i

management of protected habitats and species learegdublished.
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