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Pl ease provide summary i nformation on the process by which
this report has been prepared, including information on the
types of stakehol ders who have been actively involved in
its preparation and on material which was used as a basis
for the report

The present docunment is the Thematic Report of the Islamc
Republic of Iran on Alien species to the Convention on

Bi ol ogical Diversity. It was drawn up with the support fromthe
“National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP)” Project
Secretariat, under the supervision of a Steering Conmttee,

i ncluding representatives of Departnment of Adm nistration and

Pl anni ng, the Departnent of Environnent, Mnistry of Energy,
Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, Mnistry of Interior, Mnistry of
Jehad- e- Keshavarzi, Mnistry of Gl, Mnistry of Science,
Technol ogy and Research, Biodiversity sub-commttee of the
Nat i onal Conmittee for Sustainabl e Devel opnent ( NCSD)

Uni versity of Tehran and Environmental i sts Associ ati on( NGO .




Article 8h Alien species

What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this
Article and the associ ated deci sions by your country?

a) High b) c) Low V
Medi um

To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting
t he obligations and recomendati ons nade?

a) CGood b) c) v d) Severely
Adequat e Limting [imting

Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only nmmj or species of concern v

C) a conprehensive systemtracks introductions

Has your country devel oped national policies for addressing
issues related to alien invasive species?

a) no V

b) yes — as part of a national biodiversity
strategy (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — as a separate strategy (please give
detail s bel ow)

Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens,
habitats or species by the introduction of these alien species?

a) no

b) only sonme alien species of concern have been v
assessed

c) nost alien species have been assessed

Has your country undertaken nmeasures to prevent the introduction
of, control or eradicate those alien species which threaten
ecosystens, habitats or species?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place v

C) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensi ve neasures in place

Decision IV/1 Report and recomrendations of the third
nmeeti ng of SBSTTA

I s your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at
national, regional, sub-regional and international |evels to
address the issue of alien species?

a) little or no action N

b) di scussi on on potential projects under way

c) active devel opnent of new projects




Does your national strategy and action plan address the issue of
al i en speci es?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent v

Cc) yes — significant extent

Case- st udi es

Has your country subm tted case-studies on the prevention of
i ntroduction, control, and eradication of alien species that
t hreat en ecosystens, habitats or species, in response to the
call by the fourth neeting of SBSTTA?

a) no — pl ease indicate bel ow whether this is due |v
to a |l ack of avail abl e case-studi es or for other
reasons

b) yes — please give bel ow any views you may have
on the useful ness of the preparation of
case-studi es for devel oping a better biol ogical
under st andi ng of the probl em and/ or better
managenent responses.

How nmany case-studies are available that could be used to gain a
better understandi ng of the issues surrounding alien species in
your country?

a) none
b) 1-2 — limted understanding v
c) >2 — significant information avail able

Transboundary i ssues

Are known alien invasive species in your country also a problem
i n nei ghbouring or biogeographically-simlar countries?

a) not known

b) none

c) a few — but in general alien invasive species v
probl ens are specific

d) nore than a few - in general we share conmon
problenms with other countries

I s your country collaborating in the devel opnment of policies and
programmes at regional, sub-regional or international levels to
har noni se nmeasures for prevention and control of alien invasive
speci es?

a) little or no action

b) di scussi on on potential collaboration underway

c) devel opnent of coll aborative approaches for a v
limted nunber of species

d) consi stent approach and strategy used for all
common probl ens




Furt her commrents

The issue of alien species and especially invasive alien species
IS a very sensitive one, because of its potential threats to
rich biological diversity throughout the country, hence There
needs to be an increase in expertise in addressing strategic
guestions and better analysis of the information, |eading to
managenent orientated outconmes for this issue.

Some initial activities have been planned by the universities
and research centres for further devel opnent.

Some activities which held by rel evant organi zation, afforded to
prevention and control of alien invasive specious in the country
are as follow

e dobal Ballast Water Managenent Programme:
Mari ne species are being carried around the world in ships’
bal | ast water. Wen di scharged into new environnents, they my
becone i nvasive and severely disrupt the native ecol ogy, inpact
econom c activities such as fisheries and cause di sease and even
death in humans. The introduction of invasive marine specious
into new environnents by ships’ ballast water, attached to
ships’ hulls and via other vectors has been identified as one of
the four greatest threats to the world's oceans. To response to
this global threat, the International Marine O ganization (1M
has devel oped voluntary guidelines for the control and
managenent of ship’s ballast water to mnimse the transfer of
har nf ul aquatic organi sms and pathogens. In addition to the
initiatives above, I MO has collaborated with the GEF, the United
Nat i ons Devel opnent Progranme (UNDP), shipping industry to
assist countries to tackle the ballast water problem This
project is carry out in khark island, Persian @Qulf by shipping
organi zation with col |l aborating of GEF/ UNDP/ | MO. The maj or
bal | ast water sources are from ships which discharge ball ast
wat er whil st |oading of crude oil. In the year 2000 the average
nunber of ships visited the area was approxi nately 65 per nonth.

. Est abl i shi ng Bot ani ¢ Gardens:
The National Botanic garden running by the Mnistry of Jehad-e-
Keshavarzi, and consists of a botanic garden illustrating the

vari ous biones of Iran and the world, together with a herbarium
with nore than 100, 000 speci nens. Provincial research centres
and universities have al so established snmaller scale herbaria
and botani c gardens. Botanic gardens could act as nonitoring
centres in the country for identification and introducing the
alien species for preventing and controlling them




. The National Museum for Natural H story was founded in 1973
and is now a part of the Department of Environment. The m ssion
of the Museumand its affiliated branches in all provinces is to
beconme a nmmj or source of public information and a centre for
scientific studies and research activities. Besides the nuseum
prepare several neetings and |ectures for introducing the

i mportance of Alien species issue for country and conservation

of its biodiversity.

. Some case studies carried out by DoE and other
organi zations on alien species. One exanple is the introduction
of Azolla from the Southeast Asia into the Anzali wetland.
Al though this aquatic plant was neant to be quarantined in a
small pool, it escaped and found its way into the natura
environment where it flourished. Now this species (which is
quite wuseful in southeast Asia) has becone a pest, conpeting
with the other native species for vital resources such as |ight
and nutrients. Simlarly, i ntroduction of Gr ass Carp

Hypopharyngodon idella to the Hanobun Wetland, one of the nost
natural and wunpolluted aquatic ecosystens, vyielded disastrous
results, destroying the natural integrity of this ecosystem

. Crops Protecting Organization, Deputy of Guarantee office
and Veterinary organi zation, which are affiliated to Mnistry of
Jahad- e- Keshavarzi, established Customhouses in all country

borderlines to control both inports and exports of Flora and
Fauna.




GUI DELI NES FOR DETAI LED THEMATI C REPORTS ON ALI EN SPECI ES

The followi ng format for preparation of a thematic report
on alien species is a series of relatively sinple questions
based on those el enents of article 8(h) of the Convention,
decision 1V/1 of the Conference of the Parties and
Recommendations 1V/4 and V/4 of SBSTTA which are addressed
to Contracting Parties. Responses to these questions wll
hel p Contracting Parties to review the extent to which they
are successfully inplenmenting the provisions of the
Convention and will assist the Conference of the Parties to
assess the overall status of inplenentation of the
Convention. The wording of questions follows the wording
of the Articles and decisions as closely as possible.

The questions are sinple in nature in order to facilitate
conpletion of the review. In nost cases they require only
atick in one or nore boxes. Y Follow ng the questions
there is a box for further cooments. Contracting Parties
are invited to provide a nore detail ed response to the
precedi ng questions at this point. ¥ This is an
opportunity to identify particul ar successes or
constraints. In particular this box could be used to
identify cases where the reporting of no action or of a
partial fulfillment of the obligation is the result of

i nadequate resources or a need for assistance, rather than
a decision not to take action on a particular obligation.

The information provided by Contracting Parties will not be
used to rank performance or to otherw se conpare
i npl enent ati on between individual Contracting Parties.

In order to assist with the review and synthesis of the
information in the reports, respondents are asked to ensure
that the further information provided in this box is
closely related to the preceding questions and is as
succinct as possible. There is no set limt on |length, but
it is anticipated that Parties will be able to provide
adequate and useful information in a few pages.

Contracting Parties are also invited to conmuni cate any
i ssues relevant to inplenmentation of these provisions of
t he Convention that have not been addressed by the

Y'If you feel that, in order to properly reflect the circumstances, it is necessary to tick more than one box,
please do so. In this case, you are encouraged to provide further information in the box at the end of the set
of questions.

% Please feel free to append to the report further information on any of the questions.



questions below. The Executive Secretary would al so

wel come any comments on the adequacy of the questions, and
difficulties in conpleting the questions, and any further
recommendati ons on how these reporting guidelines could be
i mproved.

It is recoomended that Contracting Parties involve a w de
range of stakeholders in the preparation of the report, in
order to ensure a participatory and transparent approach to
its development. A box is provided in which to identify

t hose groups who have been i nvol ved.

Contracting Parties are requested to submt their thematic
report on alien species in this format to the Executive
Secretary by 30 Septenber 2000. Parties are requested to
submit an original signed copy by post and an el ectronic

copy on diskette or by electronic mail. An electronic
version of this docunent will be sent to all national foca
points and this will also be available fromthe

Convention's website at:

http://www.biodiv.org

Conpl eted national reports and any conments shoul d be sent
t o:

The Executive Secretary

Secretariat of the Convention on Biol ogica
Di versity

Wrld Trade Centre

393 St. Jacques Street West, suite 300
Mont real , Quebec

H2Y 1N9 Canada

Fax: (+1 514) 288 6588
e-mail: secretariat @i odiv.org
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