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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CBD PROGRAMME OF WORK ON PROTECTED AREAS 

 IN HUNGARY

	GOAL, &TARGET
	EXTENT OF COMPLETION


	Table 2.Natura 2000 sites (2007)
No

extent

%

SPA

55

1,351,356 ha

15

PSCI

467

1,397,357 ha

14,5

Natura 2000 together

512

1,968,218 ha

21

Table 3. Protected areas and Natura 2000 sites in Hungary (2004–2006)

Year
National parksa
Other protected areas

Total

Natura 2000b
2004*

484,000 ha
344,000 ha
828,000 ha
1,968,000 ha
2005

486,000 ha
353,000 ha
839,000 ha
1,968,000 ha
2006

486,000 ha
353,000 ha
839,000 ha
1,968,000 ha
a) All numbers rounded up to thousand hectares

b) Overlaps with total of protected areas (i.e. most of the protected sites are Natura 2000 sites as well)

* The year of the EU accession

Table 4 and 5 shows the types of land use in nationally protected areas and Natura 2000 sites.

Table 4. Land use in nationally protected areas (2007)

Land use 

National parks

Protected landscapes

Nature reserves

Total

Forest

42%

54%

44%

47%

Meadows and grasslands

28%

23%

27%

26%

Arable land

11%

14%

6%

12%

Land set aside from agriculture

13%

7%

14%

11%

Reeds

3%

1%

4%

2%

Fish ponds

1%

1%

       4%

1%

Vineyards

1%

0%

1%

1%

Gardens

<1%

<1%

<1%

<1%

Total

100%

100%

100%

100%

Table 5. Land use of Natura 2000 sites (2007)
Land use

Natura 2000

Forests

37%

Meadows and grasslands

27%

Arable land

19%

Land set aside from agriculture

15%

Reeds

1%

Fish ponds

1%

Vineyards

Not significant

Gardens

Not significant

Total

100%

Protected natural areas of local significance are currently under review. The Ministry of Environment and Water has sent questionnaires to all local governments (more than 3100) requiring information on their protected areas of local significance. Data processing of the incoming replies is under way. 
Hungary plans to establish of additional protected terrestrial areas in the future in order to fill ecological gaps and enhance comprehensiveness and ecological representation. In the next 10 years (2007-2017) the total area under protection is about to be increased by 180,000 hectares. By 2010 additional area of 30,000 hectares is planned to be protected. However, no more strictly protected (IUCN category) areas are planned.


	

	Goal: To integrate protected areas

into broader land- and seascapes

and sectors so as to maintain

ecological structure and function.

Target: All protected areas and

protected area systems are

integrated into the wider land and

seascape, and relevant

sectors, by applying the

ecosystem approach and taking

into account ecological

connectivity and the concept,

where appropriate, of ecological

networks


	The establishment of Hungary’s ecological network serves the integration of protected areas into broader landscape as well as addresses the need for connectivity. National legislative instruments for the establishment of the ecological network have already been under development with the assistance of national park directorates and non-governmental organizations before the approval of the Pan-European Ecological Network Guidelines (1999, Council of Europe). At the end of 1998 the first draft map of the National Ecological Network (with a scale 1:500,000) was prepared and was incorporated into the National Agri-Environmental Programme. The classification of this initial version has not followed the Pan-European Ecological Network yet, since the system consisted of continuous natural habitats, mosaic-like natural and near-natural habitat complexes, distinct natural habitats (with small sites of outstanding values, loess patches, alkaline ponds, bogs etc.) and ecological corridors in the whole matrix of urban and cultivated complexes. 

Establishment of the National Ecological Network, in relation with the Pan-European Ecological Network, commenced in 1999 in accordance with Pan-European categories. Within Hungary nine regional ecological networks have been established under the leadership and with the participation of the experts of nine national park directorates in accordance with the Pan-European considerations and the natural characteristics of the regions. Upon compilation of these networks, the 1:50,000 digital database of the National Ecological Network of Hungary was established in 2002.

As the European Ministers of Environment of the States participating in the process of the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity (“Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference, Kiev, May 2003) reinforced the objective to halt the loss of biological diversity at all levels by 2010, and to work towards it through concerted actions, their joint commitment is to achieve amongst others the following: “By 2006, the Pan-European Ecological Network (core areas, restoration areas, corridors and buffer zones, as appropriate) in all States of the Pan-European region will be identified and reflected on coherent indicative European maps, as a European contribution towards a global ecological network”. Hungary, as mentioned above, fulfilled this Pan-European target. 

The network elements – core areas, ecological (green) corridors and buffer zones – have as appropriate been designated, but restoration areas in the revised National Ecological Network (2006) have not been distinguished separately at this national scale, since this type of site may be present in any of other land use categories and ecological interpretation of this network. Most core areas of the National Ecological Network are “protected” in some way (e.g. protected natural area, Natura 2000 area or sensitive natural area).

Act No XXVI of 2003 on the National Spatial Plan (NSP) also contains restrictions in relation to the ecological network. Section 13 of the Act states that:

(1) Within the national ecological network, only special regional or county land use categories and zones may be established which do not damage the natural and semi-natural habitats of the ecological network and their relationships;

(2) Within the zone, public utility lines and the associated structures should be positioned in a manner conforming to the landscape. New low, medium or high voltage cables or those requiring renovation should be replaced by ground cables if justified by the landscape and nature conservation demands.

(3) Within the zone, mining activities may be pursued in line with the provisions applicable to mining areas;

(4) In the Special Regional Land Development Plan and County Land Development Plan, the zones of the national ecological network should be classified as protected natural areas, as protection zones of protected natural areas, natural areas and ecological (green) corridors.

Pursuant to Section 19 of the NSP Act, the zones of ecological (green) corridors cannot be reclassified as an area open for constructions, and pursuant to Section 22, regional waste disposal sites cannot be established in the area of ecological (green) corridors. Similarly stringent restrictions apply with regards to natural river beds even if they are not classified as protected areas under the government decree on the use and utilisation of river beds. The NSP Act is currently under revision, the revised Act will contain reference to the updated and revised National Ecological Network.
The concept of the ecosystem-approach is applied by Act No LIII of 1996 on Nature Conservation, which was adopted together with the Act No LIV of 1996 on Forests and Forest Protection. The basic principle of the Act on Nature Conservation is that the conservation of biological diversity, natural assets and areas should not be restricted to objects protected by law (e.g. species and habitats) but the entire system should be protected including the associated buffer zones and natural landscapes with their ecological potential. The general protection of natural assets and areas should also apply to areas without special protection. Ecosystem approach has also been applied when developing Hungary’s protected area system. 

During the ongoing amendment of Act No LIV of 1996 on Forests and Forest Protection, nature conservation aims to achieve that the amended act puts larger emphasis on the establishment of semi-natural forests that are appropriate for the habitat and consist of indigenous species during afforestation and management (forest restructuring). Forest restructuring contributes to the improved naturalness and stability of forests and thus supports the conservation of biological diversity. Another amendment serving the conservation of biological diversity is the identification of the silvicultural systems and the specification of the selection felling silvicultural system among them. The amended Act on Forests and Forest Protection will hopefully lay down that the construction of fences for the purpose of forestry activities requires the approval of the competent nature conservation authorities, which would help to avoid habitat fragmentation.

With regard to forests, ecosystem approach is strengthened by the Target Programme called “Nature Conservation in Forests” of the National Forest Programme. In addition to the finalisation of the National Ecological Network and the network of Natura 2000 sites of Pan-European importance, further key objectives of the above Target Programme are the improvement of naturalness and forest biological diversity, as well as the introduction and application of semi-natural forest management methods based on natural forest dynamics that support nature conservation aims, the environmental and public welfare role of forests without renouncing the effective economic utilisation. This approach wishes to gradually shift priority to management methods ensuring perpetual forest cover (selection felling method in accordance with the PRO SILVA approach) on both pilot and industrial scale applications.



	Goal: To establish and strengthen

regional networks, transboundary

protected areas (TBPAs) and

collaboration between

neighboring protected areas

across national boundaries.

Target: Establish and strengthen

by transboundary protected areas,

other forms of collaboration

between neighbouring protected

areas across national boundaries

and regional networks, to

enhance the conservation and

sustainable use of biological

diversity, implementing the

ecosystem approach, and

improving international

cooperation.


	Hungary’s transboundary cooperation with the neighbouring countries is well-founded. The most important field of cooperation is related to transboundary national parks and landscape protection areas, the establishment of common ecological networks etc. With regard to transboundary protected areas, cooperation include the following countries:
- Austria (Fertő-Hanság National Park – Neusiedler See-Seewinckel National Park); 
- Slovenia (Őrség National Park – Raab-Goricko Nature Park, River Mura Landscape Protection Area); 
- Croatia (Duna-Dráva National Park, Béda-Karapancsa – Kopácski meadow); 
- Romania (protected areas along the river Maros, Biharugra fish ponds – Cséffa fish ponds); 
- Slovakia (Zemplén Landscape Protection Area; Aggtelek National Park – Slovak Karst, Ipoly River, Upper Tisza Region etc.) and 
High-level bilatheral memoranda of understanding are signed (e.g. with Croatia, Slovakia, Romania) and other on-going cooperation exist for nature conservation on regional level through neighbouring national park directorates and other nature conservation agencies (e.g. Austria, Croatia, Serbia, Slovakia, Romania). Hungary cooperates with neighbouring countries (e.g. Croatia, Slovakia, Romania) concerning protected  sites for instance through the transfer of experience on the establishment and management of the Ramsar protected sites, World Heritage sites, transboundary ecological network, protected caves, Natura 2000 network or other activities in relation to the transboundary ecotourism, wetland restoration, integrated international EU projects and other co-partnership programmes. 
The so-called Visegrád Group is the cooperation among four countries in the Central European region (Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland) in a number of fields of common interest, including environment. Several joint projects have been carried out in the field of environment protection and nature conservation. Following the general guidelines on the development of the Pan-European Ecological Network (Nature and Environment, No. 107 Council of Europe) the “Visegrád 4 countries” with Croatia and Ukraine worked together on a common Ecological Network Mapping Project. At the ministerial meeting of 2003 in Kiev “The map of the ecological network of Visegrád countries” was presented.

Successful cooperation with neighbouring countries exists concerning the following EU LIFE-Nature programmes: 

- Funding the base of long term large carnivore conservation in Hungary;

- Conservation of Aquila heliaca in the Carpathian basin;

- Conservation of Falco cherrug in the Carpathian basin; and

- Conservation of Falco vespertinus in the Pannonian region.


	Goal: To substantially improve

site-based protected area planning and management.

Target: All protected areas have

effective management using

participatory and science-based

site planning processes that

incorporate clear biodiversity

objectives, targets, management

strategies and monitoring

programmes, drawing upon

existing methodologies and a

long-term management plan with

active stakeholder involvement.


	The Act on Nature Conservation requires the national park directorates to elaborate management plans of protected areas (national parks, landscape protection areas, nature protection areas, natural monuments). Since 2001 the content and structure of management plans of nature protection has been regulated by Decree No. 30 of 2001 of the Ministry of Environment. The management plan documentation consists of the following three main sections:
- Underlying documentation on physical, biological, economical, social and cultural conditions of the protected area; 
- Detailed management plan on conservation objectives, management objectives and strategies, detailed description of management methods and activities;
- Management plan, which contains prescriptions on management methods activities, restrictions and obligations for stakeholders. 
As referred above, the management plan documentation is elaborated by the National Park Directorates. Afterwards, the documentation is supervised by the State Secretariat for Nature and Environment Protection (SSNEP) of the Ministry of Environment and Water and then revised by the National Park Directorates if necessary. After the reconciliation of the management plan at local level (partners are local and regional authorities, local governments, stakeholders) the revised management plan is sent for interministerial consultation (preparation of the proposed ministerial decree). The interministerial reconciliation may result in the revision of the management plan. Finally, the plan is announced in a ministerial decree.  
By 2007 37 management plans of protected natural areas of national significance have been adopted and announced in ministerial decree. Draft management plans for more than 130 planning areas have been elaborated since the end of 2001.
Spatial plans for 14 out of Hungary’s 19 counties have been approved and published in legislation. National park directorates and nature conservation authorities have been involved in the consultation process of the development of these spatial plans containing separate chapters on nature conservation.
In case of forest protected areas Forestry District Management Plans (FDMP) have been issued by the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development with the approval of the Minister of Environment and Water since 2001.

The FDMP serves as a nature conservation management plan for state-owned protected forests until the adoption of a single nature conservation management plan. In the course of the preparation of the FDMP the National Park Directorates hand over management instructions for protected forests, which is a compulsory annex of the FDMP preliminary protocol. Since 2001, 197 FDMPs have been elaborated (1,082,910 ha), 222,253 ha of which is protected forest and 41,826 ha strictly protected.

Different feasibility studies also exist for 6 out of Hungary’s 52 Environmentally Sensitive Areas, which are areas with significant natural values. 



	Goal: To prevent and mitigate the negative impacts of key threats to protected areas.

Target: Effective mechanisms for

identifying and preventing, and/or mitigating the negative impacts of key threats to protected areas are in place.


	The relevant regulatory instruments – Government Decrees No. 2/2005 and No. 314/2005 require, on the one hand, the environmental assessment of plans and programmes, and on the other hand, the impact assessment of a wide range of projects. As a result of a recent amendment of the main Natura 2000 legislation (Government Decree No. 275/2004 on nature conservation areas of European Community importance) any plan or project – regardless of statutory thresholds – must undergo prior assessment if it is likely to have negative effects on a Natura 2000 site.

Applicable nature conservation and planning legislation (Act LIII of 1996 on Nature Conservation, Act XXI of 1996 on Regional Development and Physical Planning as well as their implementing decrees) provide for a strict protection of designated nature conservation land. 

The legislative requirements have been reinforced and complemented by the jurisprudence of the Hungarian Constitutional Court which has consistently ruled on several occasions that de-classification of protected land is only possible in the light of overriding interests relating to human health and safety, but not with reference to economic interests. Natura 2000 sites enjoy similar legislative protection.

Building permits or any other development permits can be issued for protected areas at a very limited scope and always subject to the prior approval by the nature conservation authorities. The shoreline and the floodplain of natural or semi-natural watercourses are protected by the Nature Conservation Act. Only water management facilities are permitted in floodplains. It is also prohibited to locate new buildings or any other constructions within 50 metres of the shoreline of natural or near-natural watercourses and wetlands, within 100 metres of the shoreline of lakes and ponds and in the flood-plain of watercourses.

The Hungarian Nature Conservation Registry System contains various databases related to nature conservation, which indirectly also help to prevent and mitigate negative impacts to protected areas. The Registry System contains the following seven modules: biotic module, protected natural objects module, protected land registration module, conservation trusteeship module, protected forest registration and management module, conservation management module and decision support module. help to identify the status of protected areas
Act No LIII of 1995 on the General Rules of Environmental Protection and Government Decree No 2/2005 on the environmental assessment of certain plans and programmes require a prior environmental assessment of all local, regional and national development plans. These plans must be take into account the interests of nature conservation and in particular the coherence of the Natura 2000 network.

Regarding the transport sector an official national standard was prepared and published on ecological corridors arching through public roads in order to offer feasible technical solutions to mitigate habitat fragmentation effects of public roads intersecting natural habitats. The standard will be updated in view of new technical solutions elaborated in the meantime.

In the Environment and Energy Operational Programme (EEOP), starting in 2007, a total of HUF 2.6 billion will be spent in the financial six-year period to attenuate the adverse effect of linear structures on protected sites and Natura 2000 network in Hungary as well as for corridors to be built under or over public roads and railroads.

	Goal: To promote equity and

benefit sharing.

Target: Establish mechanisms for the equitable sharing of both

costs and benefits arising from

the establishment and

management of protected areas.


	The European Agricultural and Rural Development Fund (EARDF) regulation provide new opportunities for compensating environmental and conservational management prescriptions and for subsidizing voluntary agri-environmental and forest-environmental measures. Based on the EARDF regulation Natura 2000 payments will be launched in 2007. Regarding the obligatory management prescriptions of the Natura 2000 network this payment will compensate the income foregone and the extra costs of the farmers managing Natura 2000 sites. Natura 2000 payments will be introduced in grassland areas in 2007. Forest owners can apply for Natura 2000 compensation probably from 2008. In the case of agri-environmental measures the following objectives must be reached:

- Maintaining and improving the environmental and conservational results of the former programming periods;
- Designing and introducing a multi-level payment structure that suits nature conservation aims (Natura 2000, agri-environmental, non-producing investments, Natura 2000 management plans);

- Maintaining and improving the network of Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA), particularly in those cases, when ESA overlaps Natura 2000 sites;

- Designing and implementing the new EU schemes for High Nature Value Areas measures.

A new opportunity to link nature conservation objectives to management techniques is the forest-environmental measure of the New Hungary Rural Development Plan. Private forest owners will be able to apply for payments regarding special voluntary measures aiming to protect forest biodiversity.



	Goal: To enhance and secure

involvement of indigenous and

local communities, and relevant

stakeholders.

Target: Full and effective

participation of indigenous and

local communities, in full respect

of their rights and recognition of

their responsibilities, consistent

with national law and applicable

international obligations, and the

participation of relevant

stakeholders, in the management

of existing, and the establishment

and management of new,

protected areas


	Involvement of indigenous and local communities and relevant stakeholders is mainly carried out by national park directorates, which are generally situated in rural areas and employ local people. The most successful activity in this field is the so-called Public Work Program at the Hungarian National Park Directorates. The Public Work Council of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour with the co-operation of the Ministry of Environment and Water announced a grant scheme for public work at the national park directorates in 2005 and 2006. The main aim of the program was to provide seasonal (1 to 6 months) work to unemployed people at the national park directorates.  The following table summarizes the main figures of the program:

2005

2006

Grant from the Public Work Council 

293 million HUF

100 million HUF

Co-financing of the national park directorates 

31 million HUF

31 million HUF

Number of people employed

556

180

The main tasks undertaken by the participants of the Public Work Programme included nature management of grasslands and forests, eradicating invasive and allergen plants, cleaning illegal waste disposal sites in protected areas, maintenance of buildings serving ecotourism and maintenance of nature conservation demonstration paths. The national park directorates are required to fulfill these tasks by law. 
The program has been considered very successful by the two ministries, underlining its positive social and nature conservation impacts. People living in rural areas and unemployed for a long time have been able to find meaningful seasonal work. The national park directorates could fulfill their nature management tasks (e.g. management of protected areas) much better with the additional financial resources. The good relationship between the national park directorates and the local governments has been strengthened, contributing to social cohesion. The program continues in 2007, the application procedures are currently under preparation. 

During the compulsory agri-environmental training programmes relevant stakeholders, farmers are being trained concerning nature conservation. Coordinators for Environmentally Sensitive Areas of the national park directorates are responsible for providing information about the rules of the ESA system and the payment structure, which also serve the effective participation of local people in the management of ESAs. 


	Goal: To provide an enabling

policy, institutional and socioeconomic

environment for

protected areas.

Target: By 2008 review and

revise policies as appropriate,

including use of social and

economic valuation and

incentives, to provide a

supportive enabling environment

for more effective establishment

and management of protected

areas and protected area systems.


	Main impediments to effective establishment and management of protected areas are the following: 

The rapidly growing demand for land for development, the withdrawal of land from cultivation for the purposes of residential construction, green-field investment for shopping centres, highways, industrial parks and the further development of infrastructure (especially linear facilities) may increase the fragmentation of the spatial structure of the landscape and may lead to a decline of natural areas, fragmentation of habitats, and the isolation of natural populations.

EU accession necessitates large-scale development of environmental infrastructures (waste water treatment, drinking water purification, etc.). These capital intensive investments take up much of the available financial resources both at national and EU level, which leads to limited resources for nature conservation.  

Mass tourism, commercial and energy plant monocultures and afforestation with non-native species poses threat to the natural environment of Hungary, even in the protected areas and Natura 2000 sites, threatening with a significant loss of biodiversity.

Key issues for providing a supportive enabling environment for the effective management of protected areas are the ownership, management and use of protected natural areas. In view of the inherent conflict between the interests of land owners and those of the preservation of habitats and species, one of the basic objectives of nature conservation with regard to ownership is to increase the proportion of protected natural areas in state ownership and managed by nature conservation bodies (national park directorates). This objective is typically implemented by land purchases (appropriations) and by the transfer of management rights to the nature conservation bodies. The table below illustrates the results and directions of implementation. Land purchases for the purpose of nature conservation (purchase by the state and transfer to the management of national park directorates of protected areas and areas proposed for protection, which were previously used by co-operatives), started in 1996 pursuant to Act   No XCIII of 1995 on the Restoration of the Level of Protection of Protected Natural Areas, largely contributed to the success of this process. According to that Act, approximately another 100,000 hectares of lands are expected to be purchased by the state. Furthermore, the transfer of the management rights of state-owned areas previously managed by other agencies, such as the Ministry of Defence and water authorities to the national park directorates represent an important achievement.

Area of sites protected by law
(ha)
Area of sites in state ownership
(ha)
Area of protected sites managed by national park directorates
(ha)
1990

595,044

345,919

20,478

2002

820,628

545,992

199,620

2005

839,019

633,618

239,192

2006

839,031

635,365

242,189




	Goal: To build capacity for the

planning, establishment and

management of protected areas.

Target: comprehensive capacity building

programmes and

initiatives are implemented to

develop knowledge and skills at

individual, community and

institutional levels, and raise

professional standards.


	The below table shows the human capacities of nature conservation in Hungary
Personnel

No of people

Ministry of Environment and Water – Nature and biodiversity conservation related departments 
62
National park directorates (9)

613

Chief Inspectorate for Environment, Nature and Water

5

Regional Inspectorates for Environment, Nature and Water

100

Capacity building has been a continuous demand in this sector, particularly since the EU accession (2004), mainly due to the increased workload and the new burden imposed on nature conservation administration, authorities and management as well as regarding monitoring activities (including ranger’s services).


	Goal: To ensure financial

sustainability of protected areas,

and national and regional systems

of protected areas.

Target: Sufficient financial,

technical and other resources to

meet the costs to effectively

implement and manage national

and regional systems of protected

areas are secured, including both

from national and international

sources, particularly to support

the needs of developing countries

and countries with economies in

transition and small island

developing States.


	Expenditure on nature and biodiversity conservation has gradually increased in the last ten years, however the structure of funding has significantly changed. Public financing is still dominant, while private funding is limited to sponsoring some important species conservation projects (e.g. the protection of the great bustard).

Before 2002 state budget was the main source of funding, but after 2004 EU funds became more important and state budgetary sources started to play a major role in co-financing. 

2000-2004 was considered a transitional period, when co-operation between different ministries intensified, and as a consequence the available funding for nature and biodiversity conservation increased as well. For instance cooperation of the Ministry of Environment and Water with the Ministry of Economic Affairs concerning ecotourism and with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development concerning agri-environmental measures. In this period a few EU funds, e.g. LIFE and PHARE also contributed to finance species and habitat rehabilitation and nature conservation related infrastructure development projects. 

After Hungary’s accession to the European Union in May 2004 more European funds became available to finance nature conservation, especially Natura 2000 habitat restoration, eco-tourism, transboundary cooperation and agri-environmental programmes.

In the 2007-2013 EU budget period EU funding earmarked for nature and biodiversity conservation will further increase. A nature conservation priority axis is planned in the Environment and Energy Operative Programme of the “New Hungary” Development Plan with a budget of approximately HUF 36.7 billion. Eco-tourism will be financed from the regional operative programmes. The National Rural Development Programme contains new elements for biodiversity conservation as well, e.g. compensation for the restrictions on the Natura 2000 sites and payments for voluntary forest-environmental measures.



	Goal: To strengthen

communication, education and

public awareness.

Target: Public awareness,

understanding and appreciation of the importance and benefits of protected areas is significantly

increased.


	In addition to the website of the Ministry of Environment and Water (http://www.kvvm.hu/) a homepage for the State Secretariat for Nature and Environment Protection has been set up (http://www.termeszetvedelem.hu/), where all kind of nature and biodiversity related information (e.g. protected areas, conservation activities etc.) can be accessed. Moreover, the national clearing house mechanism (http://biodiv.kvvm.hu) has been reviewed and renewed using the European Community’s Portal Toolkit. 
In order to strengthen communication, education and public awareness, significant developments  have been achieved at national park directorates through the installation of demonstration sites, visitor centres, education centres, special museums, animal husbandry farms, different Hungarian specialities as “forest schools”, and a number of nature trails.



	Goal: To develop and adopt

minimum standards and best

practices for national and regional

protected area systems.

Target: Standards, criteria, and

best practices for planning,

selecting, establishing, managing

and governance of national and

regional systems of protected

areas are developed and adopted.


	Act No LIII of 1996 on Nature Conservation and other relevant governmental and ministerial decrees are suitable and proper base for developing and adopting standards and best practices for the conservation of protected areas. 
However, other instruments also exist for ensuring designation and conservation of ecological and protected areas networks and for developing compatibility between the networks and other land uses. These include land use planning, environmental programmes, economic instruments, voluntary agreements, direct site management, environmental impact assessment, strategic impact assesment etc.
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