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Pl ease provide sunmary infornmation on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including infornmation on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on materi al

whi ch was used as a basis for the report.

National Report is an effort of both Oficina Técnica de Biodiversidad-OTECBIO- (Technical
Office of Biodiversity) under the umbrella of the Consejo Nacional de Areas Protegidas-
CONAP- National Council of Protected Areas-, and the BIOTAS group (Asociacion
Guatemalteca para € Estudio de la Biodiversidad, Taxonomia y Sistematica) Guatemalan
Association for the Study of Biodiversity, Taxonomy and Systematics-.

The main task of the Technica Office of Biodiversity —-OTECBIO- “is to facilitate and
develop the National Biodiversity Strategy and to follow up the Convention on Biological
Diversity Programs’.

BIOTAS is a recently founded taxonomic group, that wishes to speed up the taxonomy
development in Guatemala through creation of initiatives related to the taxonomic goals.
Members of the group have conducted research on insects, plants, mammals, birds and many
other taxonomic groups. Their members work at Universities (San Carlos and Del Valle
mainly) or research centers CECON (Centro de Estudios Conservacionistas) -Conservation
Studing Centre-

With the help of BIOTAS, OTECBIO prepared the GT1 National Report thus starting a long
term cooperation.




REPORT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR THE
GLOBAL TAXONOWY | NI TI ATI VE

Programre of Work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative
Annex to Decision VI/8

Qperational Objective 1. Assess taxonom ¢ needs and capacities at national,
regi onal and gl obal levels for the inplenentation of the Convention

1. Has vyour country undertaken any taxonom c needs assessnents and identified
priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but assessnent is under way X

c) yes, sonme needs assessnments made (pl ease provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive assessnents made (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on country-based taxonom c needs assessments and identification of
priorities

INBI O (National Institute of Biodiversity from Costa Rica) has assessed the current
state of Taxonony in Central Anerica. A prelimnary diagnosis of taxonom c research
institutions and expertise of their nmenbers is presented. Taxonom sts pointed out

t hat Government support is not enough to strengthen both capabilities and
infrastructure. BIOTAS was created to fill this gap and to try to develop capabilities
concerni ng taxonony.

2. Has your country worked with other countries in the region to undertake regiona
t axonom ¢ needs assessnents and identify priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but sonme collaborative projects are being considered or
pl anned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details) X

d) yes, nmany activities undertaken (please provi de details)

Further comrents on regional taxononmic needs assessnent and identification of
priorities

Sone efforts have been done, nanely, to strengthen capabilities and establishment of
l'inks through creating the Meso-American and the Cari bbean Herbaria network.

The MESOAMERI CA NET initiative, supported by the G obal Network Taxonomy, tries to
devel op a Regional Network. It contains current and past information focusing on
taxonomy in Mesoanerica (Central Anerica and Mexico). It is also a Cearing House
Mechani sm

There are other initiatives to collaborate with other herbaria (M ssouri and Pananmm).
Col | aboration is focused on information, research, and speci nen exchange.




3. Is your country involved in any activities as part of a global taxonom c needs
assessnent ?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)

Further comments on the involvenment in the activities for the global taxononm c needs
assessnent

Currently no, but GEF (d obal Environnmental Facility) will support the project
“Establishnment of National Priorities and gap evaluation to create biodiversity
capabilities on CGuatenmala” and this includes a Programm to Assess and Mnitor the
State of Taxonony in Guatemnal a.

4. |s your country undertaking any activities of public education and awareness to
promote the inplenentation of the programme of work for the GTI?

a) no X

b) yes, some progranmes developed and sonme activities undertaken
(pl ease provide details)

c) yes, conprehensive programres developed and nmany activities
undert aken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on public educati on and awar eness progranmes and activities

No

There is not enough information on this regard. Del Valle University and CDC
(Conservation Data Centre) have conducted research projects on taxonony in
protected areas (public and private ones), as well as parataxonom st’'s training and
rapi d ecol ogi cal assessnents. These technicians have to teach visitors about protected
ar eas.

Operational objective 2. Provide focus to help build and maintain the systens
and infrastructure needed to obtain, collate and curate the biological
speci mens that are the basis for taxonom c know edge

5. |Is your country working to strengthen global and regional capacity building to
support access to and generation of taxonomi c information!?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but sone progranmmes under devel opnent X

c) yes, limted capacity building (please provide details)

d) yes, significant capacity building (please provide details)

Further comments on global and regional capacity building to support access to and
generation of taxonom c information

Sone institutions (herbaria and information centers) have worked isol ated. Mst of the
cases have had international funding

! Responses to question 5 are expected to focus on, but not limited to (a) human capacity building; (b) infrastructure
capacity building.




6. |Is your country working with other countries to create and/or strengthen the
networks for regional cooperation in taxonony?

a) no

b) no, but consultation is under way X

c) no, but some plans and prograns are under devel opment

d) yes, sone activities wundertaken for this purpose (please
provi de details)

e) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken for this purpose
(pl ease provide details)

Further comments on strengthening of existing networks for regional cooperation in
t axonomy

There are sone initiatives such as “Red Mesoanericana de Recursos Bio6ticos”, which
tries to devel op a network focused on biol ogi cal resources.

The MESOAMERI NET initiative, which is attenpting to create a data base with all
current and past taxonomic information on Central Anmerica and Mexico, in the sense of
a Regional dearing House Mechani sm

The “Red de Herbarios de Mesoanerica y el Caribe”, is another regional initiative to
strengthen the collaboration between Herbaria in Central Anerica. It was created in
1996 and has done sone projects to assess plant collections and to identify gaps in
bot ani cal information in the region.

Qper ati onal obj ective 3. Facilitate an i mproved and ef fective
i nfrastructure/ system for access to taxonomic information, with priority on
ensuring that countries of origin gain access to information concerning
el ements of their biodiversity

7. |Is your country involved in the development of a coordinated global taxonony
information system in particular the infrastructure to access digitized
dat a/i nf ormati on?

a) no

b) no, but sone plans are bei ng consi dered X

c) yes, to alinmted extent (please provide details)

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)

Further comments on involvenent in the devel opnent of a coordinated gl obal taxonony
informati on system

No, because it is really expensive to digitalize the collections, and there has not
been funding available. Information regarding all Guatemalan manmmal collections is
being digitalized (with support of FONACON - National Conservation Fund-) to strengthen
nmanagenent in Protected Areas.

Her bari um UWVAL has a partial data base of its collection.




Qperational objective 4. Wthin the major thematic work programes of the
Convention include key taxononmic objectives to generate information needed
for decision-making in conservation and sustainable wuse of biological
diversity and its conponents

8. Has your country nmade any taxononmi c studies and inventories at the national |evel
which provide a basic assessment of forest biological diversity, in particular in
areas under current threat for habitat conversion, or of high conservation val ue?

a) no (please provide the reasons)

b) no, but sone programes are under devel opnent X

c) yes, sone studies and inventories made (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive studies and inventories nade (please provide
detail s)

Furt her comments on taxonom ¢ studies and inventories made for a basic assessnent of
forest biological diversity

National institutions, such as CECON (Conservation Studing Centre), and universities,
such as WG (Del Valle University of CGuatemala), are starting to develop this kind of
studies. Specifically, WG participated in a project focusing on identifying gaps on
Central America botany information. This project was funded by WW and Costa Rican
Nati onal Miseum of History. One study involved 32 cloud forest areas using passalid
beetl es as organisnms indicative of endenm sm On this basis 8 endemic areas were
identified for northern nuclear nesoanerica. Sone studies have been done wth
Lepi doptera and Scar abaei dae concerning forest quality.

9. Has your country undertaken any taxonomny-related activities relating to marine and
coastal biodiversity, in particular taxonomic work related to identification of
ball ast water organisnms and nonitoring health of nangrove systens through their
invertebrate fauna?

a) no X

b) not applicable

c) no, but sone programmes are under devel opment

d) yes, sonme activities undertaken (please provide details)

e) yes, many neasures undertaken (please provide details)

Further conments on taxonony-related activities identified in the programe of work on
mari ne and coastal biodiversity

10. Has your country devel oped taxonomi c support for inplenenting relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on dry and sub-humid |ands biodiversity, in
particular identification of key indicator taxa |like |ichens?

a) no (please provide reasons and plans for inprovenent)

b) not applicable

c) no, but sone programmes are under devel oprment X

d) yes, sone activities undertaken(pl ease provide details)

e) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonomic support for inplenenting the programme of work on dry
and sub-huni d | ands bi odiversity




Dry and sub-humd lands have been considered as deserts and without interesting
bi odi versity, but recent prograns have shown hi gh biodiversity.

Sone studies have been conducted by the School of Biology, CDC (Conservation Data
Centre) and School of Agronony, all belonging to San Carlos University.

UVAL Herbarium (at Del Valle University) has done ethnobotanical studies in the area.

11. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplementing relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on inland waters biodiversity, in particular
regional guides to freshwater fish and invertebrates as an input to ecosystem
monitoring for river and | ake heal th?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent X

c) yes, sone activities undertaken(pl ease provide details)

d) yes, nmany activities undertaken (please provi de details)

Further coments on taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the programe of work
on inland waters biodiversity

Sone activities on taxonony have been developed by MAGA (Mnistry of Agriculture,
Li vestock and Food), throughout UN PESCA (Fish Unity of MAGA), focusing on fishery.
O her studies related to water quality have been conducted by other environnmental NGOs
such as Defenders of Nature and Foundation for the Eco-Devel opnent.

NGOs: Defender of Nature (FDN), Foundation for the Eco-Devel opnment (FUNDAECO),
Foundation Mario Dary (FUNDARY), and nany others have devel oped water quality on the
Protected Areas that they nmnage.

Universities: San Carlos University (USAC) specifically, the School of Biology,
CEMA(Center of Marine and Aquacul ture studies) and CECON (Conservation Studing Center)
have devel oped studies on Pacific Mangroves conmunities, shrinp diversity, inventory
of fish on the Atlantic Coast and Biotopo Chocon Machacas, Rio Dulce, Ilzabal. In
addition, Del Valle University continues monitoring |lakes such as Atitlan (in
alliance with TNC) , Petén Itza, and Yaxha.

Wat ershed Authorities: AMSA (Authority of Sustainable Managenent of Amatitl an

wat er shed Lake ), AMASURLI (Authority of Sustainable Managenment Watershed of |zabal
Lake and Rio Dul ce) and AMSCLAE (Authority of Sustainable Managenent Atitl an

Wat er shed and surroundi ngs) have devel oped water nonitoring on watersheds.

12. Has your country undertaken any taxonomy-related activities identified in the
progranme of work on agricultural biodiversity as well as relevant activities
identified in the International Pollinator Initiative and the International Soil
Bi odi versity Initiative?

a) no X

b) no, but sone activities are being planned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provi de details)

d) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further comments on taxonony-related activities for the inplenentation of the
progranme of work on agricultural biodiversity




13. Is your country devel oping any taxonom c support for the inplenmentation of the
programme of work on nmountain biodiversity, in particular identification of
bi odi versity components uni que to nountain ecosystens?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent X
c) yes, limted support (please provide details)

d) yes, significant support (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the programe of work
on nountain biodiversity

There are many studi es devel oped as foll ows:

1. Del Valle University (WG has developed many studies on insect nountain
comuniti es(Passalidae inventory). Flora studies in the Guatenalan highlands and
vol canoes have been supported by CONCYT (National Council of Science and Technol ogy),
TNC (The Nature Conservancy)/AlID (United States International Devel opnment Agency) as
part of the Parks in Peril program UVAL Herbarium also has a collection of plants of
the Sierra de | os Cuchunatanes, devel oped by Geral d Islebe.

2. BI GUA Herbarium of USAC (San Carlos University) has devel oped many flora inventory
studies on Sierra de las Mnas, Sierra de |os Cuchumat anes, Cadena Vol canica and Cerro
San GI. Al these studies were carried out by Mario Véliz.

3. CDC, has developed fauna and flora inventories on Volcanic Chain, Sierra de |os
Cuchumat anes, Cerro San G, Alta and Baja Verapaz . Recently they have begun to
study Musarafias and nmammal ecto-parasites. At the sane tine they had devel oped studies
on snmall nmammuals on Trifinio (nearest El Sal vador and Honduras borders),

4. There are still nmany areas wi thout any research, especially where social pressure
on the use of natural resources is high, for exanple the southern slopes on Tajumul co
vol cano, in the San Marcos departnent.

14. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for the inplementation of the
progranme of work on protected areas?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone programmes in place and are being inplenented (please | X
provi de detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive progranmes are being inplenented (please
provi de detail s)

Further coments on taxonom c support provided to the inplenmentation of the progranmme
of work on protected areas

There are few studies developed on Protected Areas supported by CONCYT (National
Council of Science and Technol ogy). The Nature Conservancy, in alliance with Del
Valle University (UG, has funded the creation of a network of Private Protected
areas where flora inventories are currently being carried out in the nountai nous areas
and dry areas of GCuatenala. Al so, WG Herbarium and Arthropod Coll ection have done
some research in the Petén area.

The Biol ogy School at San Carlos University has devel oped sonme studies as well.




Qperational objective 5. Wthin the work on cross-cutting issues of the
Convention include key taxononmic objectives to generate information needed
for decision-making in conservation and sustainable wuse of biological
diversity and its conponents

15. Has your country taken any neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opnent of a national
strategy on access and benefit-sharing?

a) no X

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone neasures taken (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (please provide details)

Further comments on the neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opnent of a nationa
strategy on access and benefit-sharing

16. Has your country devel oped taxonom ¢ support to address the issues of invasive
al i en speci es?

a) no

b) no, but relevant policy and programe under devel oprment X

c) yes, sone policies and programmes in place (please provide
detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive policies and programmes in place (please
provi de detail s)

Further comments on taxonom c support to address the issues of invasive alien species

MAGA (M nistry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food) has done sone research on invasive
weeds. A conprensive list of species is being prepared supported by IABIN (Inter
Anerican Biol ogi cal Network) and Technical Ofice of Biodiversity-OTrECBIO.

17. Has your country devel oped taxonom c information systemto support the naintenance
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and local comunities in accordance wth Article 8(j) and related
provi si ons?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) no, but some programmes are under devel opnent X

d) yes, sonme activities undertaken but a systemis not in place yet
(pl ease provide details)

e) yes, a taxonomic information system in place (please provide
detail s)

Further coments on the taxonomic information system to support the naintenance
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities

There are isolated efforts to protect traditional know edge. The National Commi ssion
of Medicinal Plant (CONAPLAMED) has done some research. The Del Valle University
Her bari um has ethnobotanical information on various areas of the country (highlands
Pet én, dry areas, Caribbean).




18. Has your country wundertaken any taxonony-related activities that support the
i mpl enentati on of the ecosystem approach and the work in the field of assessnents,
nmoni tori ng and i ndi cators?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel oprment

c) yes, some programmes in place (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive programmes in place (please provide details)

Further comments on progranmes and activities to support the inplenentation of the
ecosyst em approach and the work in the field of assessnents, nonitoring and indicators

WCS (WId Conservation Society) has devel oped a nonitoring programon Sel ective Forest
Extraction in Reserva de Bi 6sfera Muya, Petén.

Del Valle University, with funding from TNC/ AID, has been nonitoring biodiversity in
t he nmountai nous areas of Atitléan, including protected vol canoes and private protected
ar eas.

If your country wshes to provide additional information on
i mplementation of this progranme of work, please do so in the
fol |l owi ng space
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