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Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on nateri al

whi ch was used as a basis for the report.

This report was drafted by the Zool ogical Miuseum of the University of Athens and
reviewed by the Mnistry for the Environment Physical Planning and Public Wrks. It
was based on information collected during the drafting of the first and second
national reports to the Convention, through personal contacts wth relevant
scientists working in Greek universities and research institutions as well as wth
other scientists and |eading parataxononists, and through questionnaires addressed
to all the Greek institutions that carry out biodiversity-related work. It was al so
based on databases on fauna, flora and ecosystens such as Chloris (fauna), G efaun
(fauna), Biogreece (ecosystens) and on the extensive archives on the fauna of G eece
held by the Hel | eni c Zool ogi cal Soci ety.




REPORT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR THE
GLOBAL TAXONOMY | NI TI ATI VE

Progranme of Work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative
Annex to Decision VI/8

Operational Objective 1. Assess taxonom c needs and capacities at national,
regi onal and global levels for the inplenentation of the Convention

1. Has your country wundertaken any taxonom c needs assessnents and identified
priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but assessnent is under way X

c) yes, sone needs assessnents made (pl ease provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive assessnents made (please provide details)

Further coments on country-based taxonom ¢ needs assessnments and identification of
priorities

Assessnment is under way by an initiative of collaborating Universities and the
Hel | eni ¢ Zool ogi cal Society.

2. Has your country worked with other countries in the region to undertake regi ona
t axonom ¢ needs assessnents and identify priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but some collaborative projects are being considered or
pl anned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details) X

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on regional taxonomic needs assessnment and identification of
priorities

Col | aborative projects between the Balkan countries are being considered. The
Zool ogi cal Museum of the University of Athens has been collaborating with other
European institutions for the coordination of a European taxonon ¢ needs assessment.

3. Is your country involved in any activities as part of a global taxonon c needs
assessnent ?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details) X

Further comments on the involvenent in the activities for the gl obal taxonom c needs
assessnent

The Zool ogical Miseum of the University of Athens has been involved in the
organi zation of the global taxononm c needs assessnment as one of its nmenbers of staff
has participated in the Coordi nati on Mechani sm of the GTI




4, |s your country undertaking any activities of public education and awareness to
pronote the inplenentati on of the programme of work for the GTI?

a) no X

b) yes, some progranmes devel oped and sone activities undertaken
(pl ease provide details)

c) yes, conprehensive programmes developed and nany activities
undert aken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on public education and awar eness programes and activities

Operational objective 2. Provide focus to help build and maintain the systens
and infrastructure needed to obtain, collate and curate the biological
speci nens that are the basis for taxonom c know edge

5. Is your country working to strengthen global and regional capacity building to
support access to and generation of taxononic information!?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but sone programres under devel opnent

c) yes, limted capacity building (please provide details) X

d) yes, significant capacity building (please provide details)

Further coments on global and regional capacity building to support access to and
generation of taxonom c information

Taxonomy is not considered as a priority issue by admnistration and therefore, there
is limted capacity building pronoted. Pronotion of capacity building, which is nore
or less internally organized by individual institutions, is concentrated mainly in the
universities, research institutes and certain NGOs that carry out taxonom c research,
enmpl oy taxonom sts and house collections. Universities and research institutions are
regul arly subsidised from the national budget. Cccasionally, sonme governnent funding
is also provided to non governnental bodies.

6. |Is your country working with other countries to create and/or strengthen the
net wor ks for regional cooperation in taxonomy?

a) no

b) no, but consultation is under way

c) no, but sone plans and programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken for this purpose (please X
provi de detail s)

e) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken for this purpose
(pl ease provi de details)

Further conments on strengthening of existing networks for regional cooperation in
t axonony

Sone institutions (universities, university museuns and research institutions) are
col | aborating at European |evel to strengthen European networks for the advancenent of
t axonony.

! Responses to question 5 are expected to focus on, but not limited to (a) human capacity building; (b) infrastructure
capacity building.




Oper at i onal obj ective 3. Facilitate an i nproved and effective
infrastructure/ system for access to taxononmic information, with priority on

ensuring that countries of origin gain access to information concerning
el ements of their biodiversity

7. |Is your country involved in the developnent of a coordinated global taxonony
information system in particular the infrastructure to access digitized
dat a/ i nformati on?

a) no

b) no, but sone plans are bei ng consi dered X

c) yes, to alimted extent (please provide details)

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)

Furt her comrents on involvenmrent in the devel opment of a coordi nated gl obal taxonony
i nformation system

Plans are being considered to participate in the Gobal Biodiversity Information
Facility.

Operational objective 4. Wthin the major thematic work programres of the
Convention include key taxonom c objectives to generate information needed for

deci sion-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and its conponents

8. Has your country nade any taxonom c studies and inventories at the national [evel
whi ch provide a basic assessnent of forest biological diversity, in particular in
areas under current threat for habitat conversion, or of high conservation val ue?

a) no (please provide the reasons)

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone studies and i nventories nade (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive studies and inventories nmade (please provide
det ail s)

Furt her conments on taxonom ¢ studies and inventories nmade for a basic assessnent of
forest biological diversity

At national level, limted studies have been carried out in forest areas that are part
of the European protected areas network Natura 2000. In these areas, an assessnent of
the status of species included in the Habitats and Birds Directives as well as a
mappi ng of habitat types has been undertaken. Rel evant research has been carried out
by the Mnistry of Agriculture and is summarized in the report on Criteria and
Indicators for the sustainable forest nanagenment in Greece (Mnistry of Agriculture -
2000). The flora of forest areas has also been studied in nore detail by individua
universities and research institutes (muinly the National Agricultural Research
Foundat i on).

9. Has your country undertaken any taxonomy-related activities relating to marine and
coastal biodiversity, in particular taxonomc work related to identification of
bal | ast water organisns and nonitoring health of mangrove systens through their
i nvertebrate fauna?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details) X

e) yes, many measures undertaken (please provide details)




Further comments on taxonony-related activities identified in the programre of work on
mari ne and coastal biodiversity

Several projects have been undertaken for the study of marine and coasta
bi odi versity, especially in areas with high diversity such as Posidonia sea grass
neadows and hard substrate marine ecosystens. |ssues of identification of ballast
wat er species are undertaken by the Hellenic Center for Mrine Research. This
institute is in collaboration wth the Mnistry of Merchant Marine for the
i mpl ementation of Ballast Water EC Directive and has submtted a relevant project
proposal . Mangrove ecosystens do not exist in Geece.

10. Has your country devel oped taxonomi c support for inplenmenting relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on dry and sub-humd |ands biodiversity, in
particular identification of key indicator taxa like |ichens?

a) no (please provide reasons and plans for inprovenent)

b) not applicable

c) no, but some programes are under devel opnent X

d) yes, sone activities undertaken(pl ease provi de detail s)

e) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonom c support for inplenenting the programme of work on dry
and sub-hum d | ands bi odi versity

Several projects have been undertaken for the study of the diversity of Mediterranean-
type ecosystens, the dominant type of terrestrial ecosystem in G eece. However, the
identification of indicator species has not been prompted to a great deal
Particularly for lichens studies for identification of indicator taxa on dry and sub-
hum d | ands have not been conducted

11. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplenmenting relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on inland waters biodiversity, in particular
regional guides to freshwater fish and invertebrates as an input to ecosystem
nmonitoring for river and | ake heal t h?

a) no

b) no, but some progranmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, some activities undertaken(pl ease provide details) X

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Furt her coments on taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the programe of work
on inland waters biodiversity

Several projects have been undertaken for the study of inland water ecosystens, nainly
on plant and al gal biodiversity and on freshwater fish. Wthin the framework of the
Water Frame Directive, a project is planned for nonitoring of biological conponents of
inl and water bodies (invertebrates, fish, phytoplankton, makrophytes). For freshwater
fish there exists a check list of species and their distribution : “Economidis P.S.
1991. Check list of the freshwater fishes of G eece (recent status of threats and
protection). Hellenic Society for the Protection of Nature. Special publication. 48
p.». Moreover, general guides for the identification of exisitng species (not
necessarily Greek editions) are sold in specialized bookstores.

For invertebrates, “lllies (1978). Limofauna Europa.» covers sutisfactorily the
exi stent taxa.

12. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities identified in the
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity as well as relevant activities
identified in the International Pollinator Initiative and the International Soi
Bi odi versity Initiative?

a) no




b) no, but sone activities are being planned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further coments on taxonony-related activities for the inplenentation of the
programe of work on agricul tural biodiversity

A limted nunber of activities have been carried out on agricultural biodiversity. One
in particular (University of the Aegean) is related to the International Pollinator
Initiative. A few nore are concentrated on soil biodiversity in agroecosystens
(University of Thessal oniki, University of Athens)

13. I's your country devel oping any taxonom c support for the inplenmentation of the
programre of work on nmountain biodiversity, in particular identification of
bi odi versity conponents uni que to nountain ecosystens?

a) no

b) no, but sone progranmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, limted support (please provide details) X

d) yes, significant support (please provide details)

Furt her comments on taxononmi c support for the inplenentation of the programme of work
on nountai n bi odi versity

A few projects have been wundertaken for the study of nountain biodiversity,
concentrating especially on the flora and the invertebrate fauna and on conponents
that are endemic to nountainous areas in Geece. A database on nountain floral
diversity is kept in the University of Patras.

14. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for the inplementation of the
progranme of work on protected areas?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone progranmes in place and are being inplenented (please | X
provi de detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive programmes are being inplenmented (please
provi de detail s)

Further comrents on taxonom c support provided to the inplenmentation of the programe
of work on protected areas

A nunmber of studies have been carried out in areas that will be part of the European
protected areas network Natura 2000. These have so far concentrated nmainly on flora

and phytosociol ogical studies (mapping of habitat types). Plans are under way to
| aunch a coordinated study for the fauna of these sites. Several floral and fauna

surveys have been carried out in the National Parks and the Ransar sites that exist in
G eece by individual universities, research institutes and NGCs.

Operational objective 5. Wthin the work on cross-cutting issues of the
Convention include key taxonom c objectives to generate informati on needed for
deci sion-making in conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and its conponents

15. Has your country taken any measures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opnent of a nationa
strategy on access and benefit-sharing?

a) no




b) no, but sone programres are under devel opnent

c) yes, sonme neasures taken (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opnent of a nationa
strategy on access and benefit-sharing

Sone studies have been undertaken to survey and record the genetic diversity of
cultivated plants and aninmal races in order to assist towards the devel opnent of a
nati onal strategy on access and benefit sharing mainly by Universities and research
institutes.

16. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support to address the issues of invasive
al i en speci es?

a) no X

b) no, but relevant policy and programe under devel opnent

c) yes, sonme policies and programres in place (please provide
det ail s)

d) vyes, conprehensive policies and programmes in place (please
provi de detail s)

Further coments on taxonom c support to address the issues of invasive alien species

Wrk on the alien flora and fauna of Greece has been linmted miinly to references in
floristic studies or studies of particular species. An early review was carried out by
Yanni tsaros (1982-1991) and a recent by Econonidis et al (2000).

17. Has your country devel oped taxonom ¢ informati on systemto support the maintenance
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and local communities in accordance wth Article 8(j) and related
provi si ons?

a) no X

b) not applicable

c) no, but sone progranmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme activities undertaken but a systemis not in place yet
(pl ease provide details)

e) yes, a taxonomic information system in place (please provide
det ail s)

Further comrents on the taxonomic information system to support the nmaintenance,
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and | ocal conmunities

18. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities that support the
i npl ementation of the ecosystem approach and the work in the field of assessments
noni toring and i ndi cators?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sonme programes in place (please provide details) X

d) yes, conprehensive programmes in place (please provide details)




Further comments on programmes and activities to support the inplenentation of the
ecosyst em approach and the work in the field of assessnents, nmonitoring and indicators

The major initiative to identify the species diversity in Geek territory was directly
linked to the inplementation of two EU Directives: 92/43/EEC “on the conservation of
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora” and 79/409/EEC “on the conservation of
birds” (1994-1995). The mmjor recent national inventory programmes at ecosystem | evel
wer e:

- “Inventory, ldentification, Evaluation and Mapping of the Habitat types and Flora
and Fauna Species in Greece (Directive 92/43/EEC)".

- Greek Wetland Inventory project.

“ldentification and description of habitat types in areas of interest for nature
conservation (Directive 92/43/EEC)”. (1999 -2001).

- Inventory of forest ecosystens.

Several data bases which contain information on certain flora and fauna species are
bei ng mai ntai ned by Universities, scientific societies or NGOs. These are updated nore
or less on a regular basis. The npst noteworthy are the foll ow ng:

- GRFAUNA, Hel | enic Zool ogi cal Society, on the fauna species of G eece.

- Database on the fauna of South Crete, Natural History Miuseum of the University of
Crete.

- Dat abase on birds, Hellenic O nithol ogical Society (HOS).
- CORI NE dat abase, National Technical University of Athens.
- The database Flora Hellenica,

- The “Chloris” database on endemic, rare and threatened plants of Geek flora,
Section of Botany of the University of Athens.

-The database on mountrain floral diversity, Section of Plant Ecology of the
Uni versity of Patras

Ongoing, as well as, recently finished nonitoring programmes at species |evel concern
mai nly species included in Annex Il of the EU Directive 92/ 43/ EEC.

Monitoring of the endemic, rare, threatened and protected plant species of Geece is
inpl emented by the Section of Botany, Faculty of Biology, University of Athens.
Monitoring of the freshwater fishes of G eece has been inplenmented, since 1990, by the
Institute of Inland Waters of the Athens National Marine Research Centre.
Additionally, NGO s conduct nonitoring programes on certain fauna taxa like birds,
marine turtles, nonk seals, brown bears.

Sone projects related to nmonitoring and the use of indicators are under way by various
Universities, research institutes and other bodies. They involve nonitoring and
indi cators of water quality, of protected and threatened species and of the effects of
sonme activities such as fishing.

If your country wshes to provide additional information on
i mpl enentation of this programme of work, please do so in the
foll ow ng space

Al though Greece has a high biodiversity at all levels, its components have not been
studi ed and surveyed at a satisfactory level. Mst research was undertaken in the past
by foreign naturalists and researchers who collected sanples and nade observations,
which were later published in foreign journals. Mst of the collected material is
nowadays found in rmuseuns and other institutions outside Geece. During the past 30
years, research by G eek scientists has increased and has becone nore focused on areas
and species of particular inportance. However, this research has not been coordi nated
and targeted at any level and relies on the interests of the scientists involved. The




provisions of the Habitats Directive of the European Conmunity have recently provided
a target and an incentive for coordinated activities at the national |evel. However,
capacity building has been linmted, both at the human and at the infrastructure |evel,
young taxonom sts cannot find jobs easily, the mmintenance and growmh of collections
are left at the initiatives of their curators and nost of the projects from which
funds for taxonomic work are secured, are aimed at alnost irrelevant issues. No |inks
have so far been established towards the 2010 target and few links exist between
taxonom ¢ work and sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

Several databases on the fauna, the flora, the ecosystens and the cultivated plant and
animal race diversity of Geece have also been produced. None is yet publicly
avai |l abl e through the Internet.
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