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Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including infornmation on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on nateri al
whi ch was used as a basis for the report.

« Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA®) requested the Forestry
Commission (FC) to prepare the report on the UK’ s implementation of the expanded
Programme of Work on Forest Biological Diversity.

«  TheFC produced a 1% draft based on® an evaluation of the UK’s implementation carried
out by consultant on its behalf.

» The FC consulted key forestry and biodiversity organisations in Scotland, England, Wales
and Northern Ireland as well as at the UK level. Editing the 1% draft as required.

» Forestry Commission put consultation draft out to wide consultation through arange of
forestry and biodiversity organisations and the UK Clearing House Mechanism® website.

* FC and DEFRA evauated and revised draft to reflect responses.
* DEFRA submitted report to CBD Secretariat.

! Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs — http://www.defra.gov.uk
“Forestry Commission — http://www.forestry.gov.uk
% UK Clearing House M echanism — http://www.chm.org.uk




VOLUNTARY REPORT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF WORK ON
FOREST BI ODI VERSI TY

Expanded Progranme of Work on Forest Biological Diversity

Annex to Decision VI/22
Gener al

Wthin the UK there are a wide range of activities on forest biodiversity funded or
carried out by different departnents or agencies of Government. In addition within the
UK, there is a long tradition of scientific study and interest groups across civil
society that fund or carry out forest biodiversity work both nationally and
internationally. The follow ng report provides an indication of the range of work
carried out by sonme of these bodies.

1. Has your country identified priority goals, objectives and activities included in
t he expanded programme of work for inplenentation at the national |evel?

a) no (please specify the reasons) X

b) yes (please provide a list of priorities identified)

Further comrents on identification of priority goals, objectives and activities

The Forestry Commission is currently undertaking an exercise to evaluate the current
l evel of activity relevant to the expanded progranme of work on forest biol ogical

di versity, which will support the identification of key priorities and future action.
Al though formal priorities have not yet been identified within the context of the
Expanded Programme of Work, priorities have been agreed for forest biological
diversity conservation within the context of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan® which
will be reviewed in 2005. In addition priorities have been identified for action for
bi odiversity within Country Forestry Strategies in the UK

The UK Departrment for International Devel opnent (DFID’) works with devel oping
countries and the priorities they identify; their Forest Research Programme (FRP)®
al so co-funds sone activities with the Forestry Conmi ssion.

2. Fromthe list of priorities, did sone or all of them produce the expected inpacts
after their inplenentation (i.e. a success)?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes (please specify success stories) X

Further comrents on inpacts of inplenentation of priority activities

* UK Biodiversity Action Plan — http://www.ukbap.org.uk
> Department for International Development — http://www.dfid.gov.uk
® DFID’s Forest Research Programme — http://www.frp.uk.com




3. Were there any chal |l enges/inpedi ments to the inplementation of priority activities
that coul d have negatively affected their chance of success?

a) yes (please specify the activities and the main X
chal | enges/ i npedi nent s)
b) no

Further comments on chal | enges/i npedi nents to inplenmentation of priority activities

I nadequat e deer nmanagenent over nany areas is a threat to maintaining biodiversity in
forests.

Low ti mber prices provide a challenge to generating income to positively nmanage
woodl ands for biodiversity including maintaining cultural practices such as coppi cing
that have contributed to maintaining forest biological diversity.

4. |s your country collaborating with other Governments and regi onal and international
organi zati ons and processes to i nplenent regional or international activities in the
expanded programe of work?

a) no
b) yes, limted coll aboration (please provide details)
c) yes, significant collaboration (please provide details) X

Further comments on col | aboration with other Governnments and regi onal and
i nternational organi zati ons and processes to inplenent regional or international
activities in the expanded programe of work

The UK through the Department for International Devel opnent is working with a broad
range of partners to address the issue of Forest Law Enforcenent and Governance. The
Forestry Conmission is collaborating on a nunber of projects related to forest

bi ol ogi cal diversity with partners in Europe, including using |links created through
the European Union (EU)’ and the Mnisterial Conference on the Protection of Forests
in Europe (MCPFE)®. Also through inplenentation of the European Union Habitats and
Species Directive® and co-operation on protected forest sites through the EU Cost
progranme ‘Protected forest areas in Europe — analysis and harnoni sation’.

Results fromthe Departnent for International Devel opnent Forest Research Programme
projects on habitat indicators and rapid biodiversity assessnment have been taken up
and are being pronoted by the United Nations Environnent Programme (UNEP) in several
devel opi ng countri es.

In 1992 the Natural History Miuseumt® (NHVM) signed a Menorandum of Understanding with
the Forest Department of the Mnistry of Natural Resources of Belize, “To investigate,
docurment and nake known the diversity of Mayan forest habitats, particularly in the
context of Mesoanerican biodiversity, and to contribute to their conservation and
sust ai nabl e use." Under this agreenent a research station was set up at Las Cuevas in
Belize to support nultidisciplinary research into the biodiversity and environnent of
the Chiquibul Forest. It provides a venue for conservation, scientific and other

wor kshops and has been used for educational and training programes designed to
devel op skills in the assessnent, identification, nonitoring and nmanagenent of

bi odi versity. Recent projects have included baseline surveys of plants and insects,
renote sensing and vegetation classification, and studies of insect predation of tree
seedl i ngs.

" European Union - http://europa.eu.int/index_en.htm
& Ministerial Conference for the Protection of Forestsin Europe http://www.mcpfe.org
® European Union Environment - http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/nature/home.htm




Progranme El enment 1. Conservation, Sustainable Use and Benefit-
shari ng

5. Has your country devel oped practical methods, guidelines and/or indicators to apply
the ecosystem approach in relation to sustainable forest nanagenent ?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) rel evant met hods, guidelines and indicators under devel opnent

c) sone nethods, guidelines and indicators devel oped (pl ease X
provi de detail s)

d) a conprehensive set of nethods, guidelines and indicators
devel oped (pl ease provide detail s)

Further comments on the practical nethods, guidelines and indicators to apply the
ecosystem approach in relation to sustainable forest managenent

The UK is working towards the adopti on of an ecosystem approach to forest managenent.
Al though formal use of the terminology is in its infancy the ecosystem approach
principles are incorporated to a |l arge degree into existing sustainable forestry
policies and practice. Forest design and planning systens to accommpdate an ecosystem
approach have been devel oped for both state and private forests at woodl and and

| andscape scal es. Engl and, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland will be collaborating
on revising guidelines for forests in the near future and it is expected that these
will relate to the Ecosystem Approach as well as to the Mnisterial Conference on the
Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE) and UK indicators of Sustainable Forest
Managenment. Forest Research has a | andscape ecol ogy programre, using a series of

whol e-forest scale study areas to integrate the needs of species that have widely
differing dispersal abilities with the forest design planning system (utilising A S-
based tools).

The UK is co-operating in devel oping the European Network for Long-term Forest
Ecosyst em and Landscape Research (ENFORS) EU COST!' programe.

The country conservation agencies have devel oped overvi ews of the conservation
resources at a | andscape scale, for exanple through English Nature’'s Natural Areas
progranme and Scottish Natural Heritage' s Natural Heritage Futures progranmme.

The UK through the Centre for Ecol ogy and Hydrol ogy'? (CEH) |eads an EU proj ect
“Eur opean Biodiversity Forum — | nplenmenting the Ecosystem Approach” (Bl OFORUM, which
has a forest working group.

There are research programes addressing functional aspects of fragnentation and

I i nkages between forest and other |and uses, and programes underway through targeted
incentive schemes and pl anning systens in state forests to hel p reduce and reverse
fragnentation of native forests.

19 Natural History Museum - http://www.nhm.ac.uk/

! European Co-operation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research EU COST -
http://cost.cordis.|u/src/home.cfm

12 Centre for Ecology and Hydrology - http://www.ceh.ac.uk/




6. Has your country taken any neasures to prevent the introduction of invasive alien
speci es that threaten ecosystens, and mitigate their negative inpacts on forest
bi odi versity in accordance with international |aw?

a) no

b) relevant neasures under devel opnent

c) yes-sonme neasures taken (please outline the neasures) X

d) yes-conprehensi ve neasures taken (pl ease outline the neasures)

Furt her comments on the neasures taken

Current nmeasure address risk assessnent (for plant health) and control of sone well
establ i shed invasive alien species, but the approach is not yet fully conprehensive.
The UK and devol ved Governnents are collectively reviewing policies and |legislation in
this field, forestry is included and the Forestry Conmission is participating. The
review i ncorporates the CBD principles on invasive alien species agreed at COP6. The
enmphasi s is on conprehensive risk assessnent. Early detection of potential invasive
species is likely to be increased. Forestry and other |and uses may best be dealt with
using codes of practice agreed with all stakehol ders.

Programes for consistent and regular nmonitoring of the condition of protected sites
will provide a nore systenmatic assessment of the invasive species problem

The conservati on agenci es have been working on the inpact of invasive species, active
steps are taken to control invasive species on protected sites. The UK s Biodiversity
Research Advisory Group is addressing research needs concerning non-native invasive
speci es, and is devel oping a work programme to neet these. (The inportant socio-
economi ¢ benefits of many introduced tree species when managed properly for forestry
purposes need to be taken into account in reaching the right policy bal ance).

Exanpl es of practical application include, Rhododendron renoval in Sunart, North West
Scot | and under the Oakwoods EU LI FE® project and sycamore acer pseudopl atanus renova
in the Tilio-Acerion woods under the Core Forest Areas LIFE project.

The Departnment for International Devel opnent (DFID) Forestry Research Progranme has
supported research on the inpact on forest biodiversity of invasive tree species and
t he devel opnent of nethods for its control

The Royal Botanic Gardens!®, Kew has hel ped to rai se awareness of the issues through
runni ng training workshops in the UK's Overseas Territories.

13 EU LIFE - http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/life/nature.ntm
4 Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew - http://www.rbgkew.org.uk/




7. Has your country taken any neasures to nmitigate the inpact of pollution on forest
bi odi versity ?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) relevant neasures under devel opnent

d) yes-sone neasures taken (please provide details) X

e) yes-conprehensi ve neasures taken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the nmeasures taken to mitigate the inmpact of pollution on forest
bi odi versity

Monitoring pollution is part of the core remit of the Environnent Agency™ and Scottish
Envi ronnent Protection Agency, including the evaluation of inpacts on habitats. There
has been recent work on redefining critical |oads for different habitat types. The
Envi ronnent Agency and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency'® (SEPA) are

responsi ble for the regulation of industrial enissions to the atnosphere, through the
i mpl ementati on of national and European |egislation.

A web-based i nformation system the Air Pollution Information System UK (APIS UK) has
been produced for a funding partnership of the Scotland and Northern Irel and Forum for
Envi ronnent Research (Sniffer)!, the environment agencies and the conservation
agencies in the UK The system provides advice on critical |oad and | evels of a nunber
of air pollutants for a range of terrestrial habitats and sel ected speci es groups. The
system al so provides site-relevant information on critical load and critical Ievel
exceedance. Further devel opnent is underway, including the addition of new pollutants
and a link to biological nmonitoring protocols.

The UK's national Air Quality Strategy provides a policy framework and priorities for
improving air quality. 1In addition to the protection of human health, the Strategy
establ i shed standards for the protection of vegetation, including standards for

sul phur di oxi de, nitrogen oxi des and ozone. Reductions in sul phur dioxide eni ssions
have |l ed to reduced sul phur deposition across UK forests. Forest soils appear to be
recovering fromacidification nore slowy than the rate of decline in deposition.
Responding to the EC s proposed fourth Air Quality Daughter Directive, the Strategy
will also potentially set targets for polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and for heavy
nmetals. Reductions in emssions of these substances should have benefits for forest
ecosystens across the UK and the rest of Europe.

Wthin the UK, the environnent protection agencies are required, by the regul ations,
whi ch inpl enent the European Comunities Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), to undertake
a one-off review of existing perm ssions for industrial em ssions (and other rel evant
licences). The aimof the reviewis to ensure that existing em ssions are not having
an adverse effect on the integrity of any Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or
Special Protection Area (SPA). A collaborative nodelling exercise is currently
underway between the Environnment Agency'® for England and Wal es, SEPA for Scotland and
the Environment and Heritage Service for Northern Ireland'®. This is undertaking an
attribution of air pollutant sources affecting each SAC or SPA for which a critical

|l oad value for acidification or eutrophication is being exceeded. This will identify
if any regulated industrial emssion is significantly adversely affecting any forest
or woodl and SAC or SPA.

Research is underway to assess the inpact of pollution on protected sites through
condi ti on assessnment of SSS|s.

The Natural Hi story Miuseum (NHM has produced a hard copy and htm version of a

15 Environment Agency - http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/

16 Scottish Environment Protection Agency - http://www.sepa.org.uk/

7 Scotland and Northern Ireland for Environment Research , http:/www.sniffer.org.uk
18 Environment Agency - http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/

19 Environment and Heritage Service Northern Ireland - http://www.ehsni.gov.uk/




dat abased key and recording systemfor lichens in the UK to test species distribution
against air quality. This has enabled the use of lichens on twi gs by schools and the
general public to assess |ocal environnental quality.

8. Has your country taken any neasures to mitigate the negative inpacts of climte
change on forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) relevant research and nonitoring progranmes under devel opnent

c) sone research and nmonitoring activities bei ng undertaken but no
neasur es taken

d) yes-sone neasures taken (please outline the neasures) X

e) yes-conprehensi ve neasures taken (pl ease outline the neasures)

Further comments on the neasures taken to mitigate the negative inpacts of climte
change on forest biodiversity

The inpacts of climte change on UK forests is the subject of a Forestry Conm ssion
publication FC Bulletin 125 Cinate Change: Inpacts on UK Forests, Mark Broadneadow
2002.

In Novenber 2000 the UK Governnent published Cinmate Change: The UK Programme which
sets out the strategic approach that the UK will take to tackling climte change
forestry is covered.

Research into nodelling the inpact of climate change on forest biological diversity is
being carried out as part of a wi der progranme the MONARCH project — Modelling Natura
Resource Responses to Climate Change — which is exam ning the potential inpacts of

envi ronment al change on conservation of biodiversity.

Mtigating inmpacts is initially focussing on programres ai nmed at reversing
fragnentati on of sem -natural woodl ands and increasing connectivity of woodl ands in
general . Mdre refined responses may be needed in response to nodelling research
results. For exanple policies for protected forest areas may need to be adjusted




9. Has your country taken any neasures to prevent and mitigate the adverse effects of
forest fires and fire suppression (where fire is a natural disturbance agent)?

a) no

b) rel evant nmeasures bei ng consi dered

c) relevant neasures under devel opnment

d) yes-sone neasures undertaken (please specify) X

e) yes-many neasures being undertaken (pl ease specify)

Further comments on the neasures to prevent and nitigate the adverse effects of forest
fires and fire suppression

Al though fire is not a significant threat in the UK neasures exist to nonitor the
ri sk, prevent and suppress forest fire

In Scotland the coverage of fire risk assessnent and prevention is patchy, especially
in sem -natural, small and fragnentary woodl ands. A nunber of the nost inportant
protected areas are deficient in these elenents — at | east two Scotti sh woodl and
Speci al Area of Conservation sites have experienced uncontrolled fires in 2003.

10. Is your country mitigating effects of the | oss of natural disturbances necessary
to naintain biodiversity in regions where these no | onger occur?

a) no

b) monitoring and assessnent of effects ongoing

c) potential nmeasures identified X

d) yes-sone adopted and being inplemented (please provide details)

e) yes-conprehensi ve nmeasures adopted and being inplemented (pl ease
provi de further details)

Further comments on nmeasures adopted to mitigate effects of the | oss of natura
di sturbances necessary to naintain biodiversity in regions where these no | onger occur

Felling systenms in plantations are incorporating designs to mnmc patch fires and
wi ndbl ow. Managenment of Sites of Special Scientific Interest often involves
restructuring to encourage natural structures and processes.

Wirk is underway by the conservation agencies to try to restore and nonitor natura

di sturbance regi nes through mnimumintervention reserves. Research is also being
undertaken into what the inmpact of |arge herbivores would have been so the appropriate
| evel of managenent mimicry can be applied.

Al though this is a significant topic, in the UK nost apparently ‘natural’ areas are
cultural | andscapes. Changes in agriculture and society are reducing traditional
managenment practices and along with clinmate change are probably a bigger threat to
current biodiversity than | oss of natural disturbances, which happened t housands of
years ago in nost cases.

10




11. I's your country preventing and mitigating | osses of forest biodiversity due to
fragnentati on and conversion to other |and uses?

a) no

b) potential neasures identified

c) yes-sone neasures undertaken X

b) yes-conprehensive nmeasures undertaken

12. I's your country restoring forest biological diversity in degraded secondary forests
and in forests established on former forestlands and other | andscapes?

a) no

b) potential neasures identified

c) yes-sone neasures inplenented in sone areas (please provide
detail s)

d) yes-conprehensive nmeasures inplemented in maj or areas (please X
provi de details)

Further comments on the neasures to restore forest biological diversity in degraded
secondary forests and in forests established on forner forestlands and ot her
| andscapes

In the UK there is conprehensive action being taken on the issue of restoration. The
restoration of forest biological diversity in plantations on anci ent woodl and sites
(PAWB) is being pronmpted. The woodl and Habitat Actions Plans of the UK Biodiversity
Action Plan include targets for habitat inprovenent and PAWS restoration. Both the UK
Woodl and Assurance Standard and the UK Forestry Standard contain requirenents for
conservati on neasures.

The managenent pl anni ng process for Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSls) and
Speci al Areas of Conservation (SACs) identify areas for restoration to native

woodl and. There is also significant work underway to restore open habitats such as
heat hl and to benefit biodiversity at a | andscape scal e.

The Woodl and Trust?® a | eading UK conservation charity dedicated to the protection of
the UK s native woodl and heritage comm ssions research, produces reports and held a
nmaj or conference on restoration in 2002.

The agencies of the Forestry Comm ssion which are responsible for the managenent of
the public forest estate are carrying out nmmjor restoration progranmes in Engl and,
Scotl and and Wales. In some cases the restoration work is being integrated with
networking efforts to expand areas and reduce woodl and i sol ati on.

The Forest Research Agency is continuing research on the restoration of native

woodl ands on anci ent woodl and sites and on the devel opnent of biodiversity in

pl antati ons of exotic and native species. A Forestry Commi ssion Practice CGuide
‘Restoration of Native Wodl and on Ancient Wodland Sites’ was published in 2003 and
new programes of training are bei ng devel oped.

Private | andowners have an inportant role in delivering in this area and in this
context recent research by the British Association for Shooting and Conservation
(BASC) 2! has denpnstrated the contribution their menbers have made in this area through
woodl and planting and the use of traditional nmanagenent techni ques.

At the country level the England Biodiversity Strategy is seeking a new policy and
strategy for ancient woodl and conservati on, the commencenent of PAWS restoration
progranme on Forest Enterprise (FE) land and incentives for restoration in private

2 The Woodland Trust — http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk
2 British Association for Shooting and Conservation - http://www.basc.org.uk
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woodl and t hrough the Wodl and Grant Schene. FE plan to restore 20,000ha of plantation
to native/local species woodl and.

In Wales efforts are being directed at introducing ‘continuous cover’ forestry
nmanagenent of plantations to increase biodiversity through encouragi ng restructuring
and restoration. There is currently debate on how best to target support at
implenenting this policy through revised woodl and i ncentives due to be introduced in
2005.

In Scotland the Scottish Forestry Grant Schene, introduced in 2003, includes specific
incentives to encourage restoration of native woodl ands on anci ent woodl and sites, and
the restoration of forest biological diversity in degraded native woodl ands. Enhanced
incentives are offered to | ocate new native woodl ands cl ose to existing ones to
encourage | arger nore robust core areas of native forest in the longer termand to
link together remmant areas for exanple by establishing riparian woodl and networks.

In all three countries ‘continuous cover’ silvicultural systens are being trialled and
pronmoted as alternatives to patch clear felling which currently dom nate due to the
hi story of recent re-afforestation in the UK

The UK Forest Partnership for Action, a new partnership within the UK of Governnent,
busi ness and environnental groups to pronote sustainable devel opment in the forest
sector, both at home and internationally, are conmtted the restoration, protection
and expansion of native woodlands in the UK as well as to pronoting the restoration
and protection of forests and their biodiversity globally.

Recogni sing the UK s experience of forest |oss and re-forestation the Forestry
Conmmi ssi on has entered into a global partnership for forest |andscape restoration with
the WAF and | UCN. The overall goal of the partnership is to contribute to building
assets and inproving prospects for people and nature through restored | andscapes,
bui I di ng nomentum for restoration with decision-makers, the private sector, the
general public and nmedia. This will be undertaken through anal ysi ng experi ences,

hi ghl i ghting opportunities, identifying obstacles and di ssem nating | essons |earnt. At
the same tinme the United Nations Environnent Programme’s World Conservation Mnitoring
Centre (UNEP-WCMC) is starting a database on forest restoration (FRI'S) which will
contribute to the partnershinp.

13. I's your country promoting forest managenent practices that further the conservation
of endem c and t hreat ened species?

a) no

b) rel evant forest management practices under devel opnent

c) yes-sone practices adopted and pronoted (please provide details)

d) yes-sone practices being inplenented (please provide details) X

Further comments on the forest managenent practices that further the conservation of
endem ¢ and t hreat ened speci es

The UK has very few endenics but a nunber of threatened species. The UK Biodiversity
Action Plan (UKBAP) has created a process for this with Species Action Plans (SAPs)
and Habitat Action Plans (HAPs) covering, research, nanagement, inventory and
nonitoring. There are 65 priority species associated with woodl and. The action plans
are being inplemented and progress will be apparent after a review for a report in
2005.

The UK system of protected Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) regul ated by
t he conservati on agenci es includes the |ocations of nost of the UK s rarest species.
Conservation objectives set for the sites will take the needs of these species into
account .

The Forest Research Agency are devel oping a conputer based decision support systemto
identify threats and opportunities fromforest managenent to Habitats and Rare,

12




Priority and Protected Species.

The Engl and Bi odiversity Strategy seeks revised incentives to support work for
priority species and inproved gui dance on habitat managenent based on current
research. Inproved gui dance to woodl and owners and managers on wildlife |egislation
and habitat managenment is being proposed together with increased support for Loca
BAPS.

There is on-going research and nmonitoring by the agencies for rare species on SSSIs
wi thin a woodl and habitat nanagenent franework. One of the UK Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
indicators is the change in woodl and bird popul ati ons.

In Scotland Species Action Plan inplenmentation includes a Highland Red Squirrel G oup
a Capercaillie EU LIFE project and Bl ack G ouse Recovery project. In Wl es the
Forestry Conmi ssion are publishing a plan indicating their role in supporting woodl and
speci es conservation to inplenent Section 74 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000. An exanple of practical conservation managenent is the Forestry Commi ssion

Wal es and the RSPB Bl ack Grouse conservati on project.

The Natural Hi story Museum (NHM) led a project in El Salvador to generate biodiversity
data on the fauna and flora of shade forests, to provide user-friendly tools for the
assessnent and nonitoring of the biodiversity of shade forests and to train Sal vadoran
scientists in the acquisition, preparation and use of biodiversity data.

The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew s ongoi ng work on conservation assessnment (using | UCN
red-1ist categories) and recovery planning includes, as outputs, capacity-building,

gui del i nes and nmanagenent recomendations at a habitat |evel to enhance the long-term
survival of threatened species, e.g. in Canmeroon, Kenya and Tanzani a.

14. I's your country ensuring adequate and effective protected forest area networks?

a) no

b) networks of protected areas bei ng pl anned

c) sone protected areas established but networks not in place

d) networks of protected areas taking shape

e) major networks of protected areas established X

15. I's your country promoting sustai nable use of forest resources to enhance the
conservation of forest biological diversity?

a) no

b) relevant policy and programe under devel opment

c) yes-sone policies and programmes in place (please provide details) X

d) yes-conprehensive policies and programes in place (please provide
detail s)

Further comments on the policies and progranmes for pronoting sustainable use of
forest resources to enhance the conservati on of forest biodiversity

The Forestry Commi ssion’s Wodl and Grant Schenme, UK Forest Standard and associ ated
gui delines and training, pronbte and support sustainable harvesting nethods. The UK
Whodl and Assurance Standard (UKWAS) is now well established as a UK wi de sustai nabl e
forest managenment accreditation standard which takes into account biodiversity and
soci 0- economi ¢ considerations. The Forestry and Ti nber Association? supports
certification to UKWAS standard and encourages its nmenbers to neet that standard

Forest Enterprise sites and National Nature Reserves frequently function as

2 Forestry and Timber Association - http://www.forestryandtimber.org/
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denonstration areas. In addition FACT (Forum for Application of Conservation
Techni ques), funded by a consortium|ed by English Nature?, ainms to devel op sinple
practical ways of mmnaging sites for biodiversity, often based on |ocal experience

The potential for sustainably exploiting non-tinber forest products was the subject of
a report produced in 2002 by the Scottish Forest Industries Cluster. Topics covered
i ncl uded edi bl e goods, pharnmaceuticals, cosnetics, aronmatic and decorative goods.

The Countryside Council for Wal es?, Wl sh Devel opnment Agency and FC Wal es have jointly
conmmi ssi oned a study in Wales on non tinber forest products (NTFPs).

Coed Cynru in Wal es and organi sations |ike Hi ghland Bi rchwoods, the Argyll Geen
Woodwor kers Associ ation and the Wodschool in Scotland aimto deliver |ocal
sust ai nabl e woodl and managenent and research small scal e sustainable tinmber use
linking supplies with end users.

The Department for International Devel opnent (DFID) is supporting sustainable forest
managenent that takes into account cultural and biodiversity values in a range of
countries. They also support the devel opnent of certification processes and
initiatives and have recently assessed the needs of small-scale enterprises in forest
managenent in Mexico Brazil and Bolivia to participate in certification schenes.
Model s of forest growth and yield have been designed to support sustainable tinber
harvesting in Indonesia.

DFI D funded projects pronote indigenous know edge and sustai nabl e use of non tinber
forest products (NTFP) with projects, for exanple, in Central Anmerica (Correado Bi one
Bi odi versity Project), research on reducing barriers to comrercialisation of NTFPs

t hroughout the tropics, with field studies in Bolivia, Brazil, G enada and South
Africa and a sustainable rattan production project in West Africa. A field nmanual for
resource mappi ng of non-timber forest products (primarily in Indonesia) has been
prepared and a research project on seasonal variation in marketing of non-wood tree
products in Kenya. Mnuals have been devel oped for the sustainabl e nmanagenent and use
of forest fruits by tree dependent househol ds and comunities.

The Darwin Initiative® supports projects such as one conserving Kenya's indi genous
forest through certification of sustainably sourced woodcarvings. The Natural History
Museum (NHM, with the support of the UK's Darwin Initiative, is leading a project to
devel op capacity in Belize for conserving and sustai nably managi ng xaté pal ns
(Chanmedorea spp.) and i nproving the econonic benefits to Belizeans from xaté
collection. The project aims to produce a field guide to Belizean palns and to devel op
nursery protocols for xaté. The project then ains to pernmanently increase the xaté
informati on base through the establishnent of pernmanent, experinental and
denonstration plots and databases, and to explore the feasibility of xaté eco-

label ling. The project also ains to determ ne xaté abundance, diversity and
distribution in Belize, and to produce a managenent plan for sustainable xaté harvest.
As part of the project, training and educati on about xaté will be provided for the
staff of the Belize Botanic Gardens, the Belize Forest Departnment, and for students &
| ocal peopl e.

Kew i s working with menbers of the herb and spice trade to establish a Herb and Spice
St ewar dship Council to establish standards of sustainability and quality for the herbs
and spices traded abound the world, including those grown as NTFP.

Many pesticides used by the tinber trade are being withdrawn. As part of a building
conservation project Kew has been awarded a grant by English Heritage to investigate
whet her some conpounds in tinmber could provide natural protection.

Kew i s working with comrercial comnpani es on the devel opment of sustainability
strategies for the supply of extracts fromtinber and NTFP.

2 English Nature - http://www.english-nature.org.uk/
2 Countryside Council for Wales - http://www.ccw.gov.uk/
% Darwin Initiative - http://www.darwin.gov.uk/
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16. I's your country preventing | osses caused by unsustai nabl e harvesting of tinber and
non-tinber forest resources?

a) no

b) potential neasures identified

c) sone neasures undertaken (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures undertaken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the neasures to prevent | osses caused by unsustai nabl e harvesting
of tinber and non-tinbering forest resources

The UK Government has adopted a tinber procurenent policy that all central governnent
departnents and agencies will actively seek to buy tinber and tinber products from
sustai nabl e and | egal sources, for exanple, those identified under independent
certification schemes such as that operated by the Forest Stewardship Council 2.

The Tinber Trade Federation® in the UK has adopted a Conduct Assurance Schene with
associ at ed Codes of Conduct and Codes of Practice. The Code of Conduct denonstrates
the Tinber Trade Federation 's comritnent to delivering quality and service
Conmitting their Menmbers to the highest standards of professionalismand integrity in
the conduct of their business.

The inportation to the UK of non tinmber forest products (NTFPs) derived from

t hreat ened species listed in the Appendices to CITES (including bushnmeat from
endanger ed speci es such as primates, certain types of forest antel ope, big cats etc),
is prevented through the CITES inport licensing process and the need for inporting
countries to nake “non-detrinent findings” on the species concerned

The Department for International Devel opnent (DFID) supports capacity buil ding,

l egislation and policy reformfor sustainable forest nanagenent in nany countries
including Brazil, Caneroon, Guyana, N geria etc. A project has been undertaken to
devel op ways of assessing the sustainable yield of tinber and other resources for
tropical forests based on the available local information. DfID s Forest Research
Programe includes a cluster of research projects |ooking at non-tinber forest
products, especially indigenous forest fruit trees, and the benefits from nanagenent
of biodiversity.

The Darwin Initiative supports a small project on bushmeat exploitation in Centra
Africa. The project, capacity Building for Mtivating and Managi ng the Bushneat Trade
in Gabon, aims to promote locally owned policy-oriented research into both the

bi ol ogi cal and soci o-econom ¢ aspects of the trade.

% Forest Stewardship Council - http:/www.fscoax.org/
" Timber Trade Federation - http://www.ttf.co.uk/
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17. I's your country taking any measure to enabl e i ndi genous and | ocal comunities to
devel op and i npl enent adaptive comrunity-managenent systens to conserve and
sust ai nably use forest biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) relevant policy and programe under devel oprment X

d) yes-sone policies and programmes in place (please specify)

Further comments on the policies and progranmes to enabl e i ndi genous and | oca
conmuni ties to devel op and i npl emrent adaptive conmunity-managenent systems to conserve
and sustai nably use forest biological diversity

Wthin the UK the public and local communities are being encouraged to becone nore
involved in all levels of forest decision nmaking, frompolicy to practical site work.
This is an objective in all the country forest strategies. The Forestry Commi ssion
takes advice froma Comunity Advisory Panel in progressing this. There is
consi der abl e i nvol venent of volunteers in woodl and managenment through, for exanpl e,
the work of the Wldlife Trusts?®, the British Trust for Conservation Vol unteers?® and
ot her organi sations.

In Engl and participation is being progressed primarily through partnership forests in
cities and urban areas and with |l ocal comunities. In England the Wodl and Trust is
establ i shing a Conmunity Wbodl and Network with funding fromthe Departnent for

Envi ronnent, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). English Nature have established a new
progranme on People and Nature to try to inprove the awareness of biodiversity and the
way it links to everyday life (including, but not restricted to woodl and

bi odiversity). An exanple fromEngland is the "New Forest, New Future" initiative, in
whi ch a wi de range of stakehol ders were brought together in order to devel op a | ong-
term forest nanagenent plan for the New Forest (both inclosures and open forest). Wen
a draft had been produced, a series of community consultations were undertaken, and
refinenents nade as necessary.

In WAl es conmunity involvenment is a strategic priority. The Tir Coed Ystwyth Valley
Project is an initiative by the National Assenbly for Wales, its agencies and others
to pioneer the idea that the full potential of woodl and can be devel oped in
conjunction with comunities, businesses and | ocal people. Forest Enterprise are
reviewing their strategic plans with reference to the ‘ Communities First’
consultations and they will build capacity for community consultation and aimto
extend it to 40 communities.

In Scotland ownershi p and nmanagenent of woodl ands is being progressed. 51 conmunities
now have an active role in managi ng or owning forest resources. Scottish Natura
Heritage® have a ‘People and Nature’ programre and the Scottish Executive is
progressing legislation which will increase the |level of |ocal comunity input to

bi odi versity protection and nanagenent on sites of Special Scientific Interest.

The Departnent for International Devel opnent (DFID) have supported work to increase
the capacity of Indigenous Peopl es Organisations to participate in the devel opment of
gl obal forest policy through the dobal Forest Coalition. Throughout the devel opi ng
wor | d consi derabl e resources have been directed at inproving participation in forest
nmanagenent by local and indi genous people. This includes |egislative and policy

devel opment work, national |evel training of forest sector staff, stakehol der

invol vement in regional or local forest projects and | ocal conmmunity devel oprment
projects. A comparison of ethical with conventional trading systems ha resulted in

el ements of a manual on ethical trading.

2 Wildlife Trust - http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/
2 British Trust for Conservation Volunteers http://www.btcv.org/
%0 Seottish Natural Heritage - http:/www.snh.org.uk/
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Df I D has undertaken an anal ysis of opportunities and constraints to comunity

i nvol vement in forest nmanagenent and recently undertook a study into the econonic
anal ysis of participatory forest managenent and stakehol der invol venent and a nanua
of appropriate nethodol ogi es i s being produced.

The Natural Hi story Miuseum (NHM has led a project (funded by AVINA Inc.) in the
Yucat an Peni nsul a (Mexico), El Petén (Guatermala) and Belize, which ains to create

| asting partnershi ps between conservation-oriented NGOs and nore scientifically-
oriented governnmental institutions. The project created a partnership between NGO and
museuns for the production of high quality field guides to the trees of the Maya Area
A CD product has been distributed which can be used to build business opportunities
for local NGOs, and a library of images of trees and their characters for use by the
partnershi p have been created. An autonmatic field-guide generator has been desi gned
whi ch uses the collected images to produce field guides for either ecotourists or
conservation practitioners.

The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew is workings within the Plantas do Nordeste Association
(Brazil) on sustainabl e nanagenent (e.g. cropping techniques and charcoal production)
of caatinga forest fuelwood trees, with the active participation of |ocal comunities
and school s, which take part in the planning process and the research. Kewis also
involved in a simlar project in Zinbabwe, working in tandemw th |ocal conmunities
and schools to investigate a range of harvesting nethods for fuel wod, using three

i ndi genous species, with respect to productivity and sustainability

DEFRA's Darwin Initiative also funds various such projects in Thailand, Guyana

Pol and, Col onbi a, Mexico. One such exanple is the project conserving Kenya's forests

t hrough certification of sustainably sourced woodcarvings which ains to contribute to
the conservation of critical forest habitats in Kenya. Putting in place an incentive
to enable carvers to shift fromtraditionally preferred hardwods to farm grown or

pl antati on species, thereby providing for sustainable livelihoods for carvers and tree
growers.

18. Has your country devel oped effective and equitable i nformati on systens and
strategi es and pronoted inplenmentati on of those strategies for in situ and ex situ
conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest genetic diversity?

a) no

b) relevant information system and strategy under devel opnment X

c) relevant information systemin place

d) relevant strategies in place (please provide details)

e) relevant informati on system and strategies in place (please
provi de detail s)

Further comments on the strategies for in situ and ex situ conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of forest genetic diversity

The Forestry Commi ssion published a technical paper on genetic variation and
conservation of British Native Trees and Shrubs. Guidelines, advice and incentive
schenes pronote the use of natural regeneration or |ocal origin/provenance planting
stock for native woodl ands. The FC plans to initiate a UK policy devel opnent working
group to develop in situ and ex-situ policies for genetic conservation.

Inventories of |ocal origin populations of native tree speci es have been prepared for
Scot | and, England and Wales. More work is underway to stimulate collection of seed and
growi ng stock of identified |ocal origins. There have been some studi es and subsequent
conservation action based on genetic variation in threatened species — e.g. through
Species Action Plans for whitebeam and bl ack poplar. The National Trust® is involved
with the genetic conservation of sone of the woody plants it has in its collections

31 The National Trust - http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/
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and arboreta are being managed across the UK by various organi sations.

More information is being collected on the extent and condition of wood pasture and
sonme areas have started mapping veteran trees which may in thensel ves represent a
val uabl e genetic resource and al so host nany rare and endangered speci es.

A Conference on "Cenetic Conservation and Managenment of British Native Trees" was held
jointly by the Forest Ecol ogy Group and Ecol ogical Genetics Goup of the British
Ecol ogi cal Society® in Septenber 2003.

The statutory conservation agenci es have undertaken an initial review of the
inmplications of tree genetically nodified organisns with rel evant departnents,
agenci es and ot her stakehol ders. A paper on the genetic nodification of trees and its
rel evance to biodiversity is to be published later in 2003

A research programe ai ned at better understanding genetic diversity in forest
ecosystens is developing for UK forestry but this will be long term A policy review
has been undertaken and has identified needs — integrated progranmes may devel op from
cross-cutting proposals of the Biodiversity Research Advisory G oup

An Oxford Forest Institute project 'FRAXIGEN , on ash (Fraxinus) genetic resources,
which is seeking to address the question "How | ocal is |ocal?" funded under EU
Framework V with partners in six European countries. In UK the Oxford Forestry
Institute and the Forest Research Agency are worki ng on Fraxinus excel sior
investigating genetic diversity and differentiation in autochthonous popul ati ons of
ash in England, Wales and Scotland, as well as forces shaping these including
reproductive biology, mating systemand gene flow These genetic studies conplenment a
series of field trials being established within sem -natural woodl ands, to estinmate
the scale at which |ocalised adaptation occurs. Together, the project's findings wll
allow, for the first tine, scientifically based recomendati ons for sourcing of ash
seed for biodiversity conservation and ecol ogi cal restoration objectives.

The M 11 ennium Seed Bank Project is an international collaborative plant conservation
initiative, includes forest species in its collections. This world-wide effort ains to
saf eguard 24,000 plant species fromaround the gl obe agai nst extinction.

Greater liaison within international programres such as European Forest Genetic
Resour ces Programme®® (EUFORGEN) coul d provi de synergies in devel opi ng genetic
conservation research progranmes. EUFORGEN ains at providing a contribution to
international collaborative initiatives on sustainable forest genetic resources
progranmes in Europe, facilitating the information flow anmong countries and rai sing
publ i ¢ awar eness

The UK's commitnents under the Convention on Trade in Endangered Species (ClTES)
contribute to the conservation of endem c forest species as these require nechani sns
to be in place to control and nonitor the inport and (re)export of endangered species
to and fromthe UK

The Departnent for International Devel opnent (DFID) research work has inproved
bot ani cal information availability on a nunber of species through BRAHMS an el ectronic
dat a- exchange mechani sm

19. I's your country pronmoting the fair and equitable sharing of benefits resulting from
the utilization of forest genetic resources and associ ated traditional know edge?

a) no

b) relevant policies and progranmes under devel opnent X

c) sone policies and progranmes in place (please specify)

d) conprehensive policies and programes in place (please specify)

%2 British Ecological Society - http://www.britishecol ogical society.org/
% European Forest Genetic Resources Programme - http://www.ipgri.cgiar.org/networks/euforgen/euf_home.asp
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Further comments on the policies and progranmes for pronoting the fair and equitabl e
sharing of benefits resulting fromthe utilization of forest genetic resources and
associ ated traditional know edge

The UK is carrying out a review of access to genetic resources and the equitable
sharing of benefits arising fromtheir use. This will include forest genetic
resources. Policies will develop in the light of this review and neki ng use of the
Bonn Cui deli nes on Access and Benefits Sharing (ABS).

The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew coordi nated, DFID-funded ‘Pilot Project for Botanic
Gardens’ involved 28 botanical institutions from 21 countries sharing ideas on best
practice, and devel oped a set of voluntary Principles on Access to Genetic Resources
and Benefit-Sharing to harnmonise institutional policies. Kewrecently produced ‘the
CBD for Botanists', a user-friendly guide to the CBD and its provisions on ABS for
bot ani cal col | ecti ons managers.
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I f your country wi shes to provide additional information on
i npl ementation of this programe el enent, please do this in the
foll ow ng space

Question 11 on preventing and mitigating | osses due to fragnentation...

The Wpodl and Trust>* is nmonitoring the degree to which ancient woodl and is under threat
of damage and | oss from devel opnent, a significant contenporary cause of degradation
and conversion to other |and uses.

There is increasing recognition of value of ancient woodl and in pl anni ng deci sions (so
|l ess fragnentation) with increasing experience of mtigation neasures where | oss of
woodl and is unavoi dable. Wth encouragenent of new woodl and in association with

exi sting anci ent woods to reduce fragnmentati on i npacts.

The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew s GS Unit reports on changes in forest cover and
quality in Caneroon to the Caneroonian governnent and BirdLife International, and a
simlar project is now underway in Zanbi a.

Question 14 on ensuring protected area networks

There is an extensive network of protected sites spread across the UK set within a

wi de distribution of ancient and other woodl ands that receive a |l ower |evel of general
protection. A sub-set of this network formthe UK contribution towards the European
net wor k of Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas established
under the EU Habitats and Species Directive.

Kew contributes plant inventory & distribution information towards the establishment

of new protected areas to ensure nore effective protected area networks (e.g. a Darwin
project in British Virgin Islands), and ongoing inventory work in Cameroon and

I ndonesi a contributes to | ong-term nmanagenent of established protected areas.

34 Woodland Trust http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk
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Programme El enent 2: Institutional and Soci o-econom ¢ Enabling
Envi r onnment

20. I's your country inproving the understanding of the various causes of forest
bi odi versity | osses?

a) no

b) a limted anal ysis being undertaken

c) a thorough anal ysis bei ng undertaken

d) yes-sone anal yses conpl eted and results avail abl epl ease outline X
sone findings fromthese anal yses)

e) yes-conprehensive anal ysis conpleted and results avail abl e (pl ease
provi de sone findings fromthese anal yses)

Furt her coments on the anal ysis of the various causes of forest biodiversity |osses

There has been considerabl e analysis of threats to forest biodiversity through the UK
Bi odi versity Action Plan process which al so addresses the probl emthrough a series of
specific, costed habitat and species action plans. Various additional studies have

| ooked at particular threats within Geat Britain.

Protected sites are being nonitored via the conservation agencies Condition Assessnent
process. As part of this the causes of sites being in an unfavourable condition are
identified. Many of these causes will also apply to non-protected sites. Studies are
underway on the main negative inpacts, including unsustainable deer popul ati ons,

devel oprment pressures, agricultural inpacts such as overgrazing by sheep, and

pol | uti on.

The Land Use Policy Group (LUPG % have undertaken work | ooking at the inpacts of the
Conmon Agricultural Policy on forestry and woodl ands. A joint report by the LUPG and
WAF nmakes recomendations for the mid termreview of Conmon Agricultural Policy.

The Departnent for International Devel opnent (DFID) is supporting better analysis, for
exanmpl e, through Centre for International Forestry Research’s (Cl FOR)%¢ policy work on
the underlying causes of deforestation. The Forest Land Oriented Resource Envisioning
System (FLORES) nodel |i ng package has been devel oped to test the efficacy of policy
instrunents on forest |and oriented resources.

* The LUPG comprises the GB statutory conservation, countryside and environment agencies, current reports are
available on the LUPG website — http://www.lupg.org.uk
% Centre for International Forestry Research — http://www.cifor.cgiar.org
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21. Has your country integrated biodiversity conservation and sustai nabl e use into
forest and other sector policies and programes?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) yes-integrated into policies and progranmes in sone sectors X
(pl ease provide details)

d) yes-integrated into policies and progranmmes in nmjor sectors
(pl ease provide details)

Furt her coments on the integration of biodiversity conservation and sustai nabl e use
into forest and other sector policies and programes

The Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC)® is working on harnonising biodiversity
reporting within the UK and at the European |evel but nmore could be done in relation
to forests. Work is ongoing to link and relate the various forest inventories within
Engl and, Wl es and Scotland to inprove understandi ng of forest quality change. JNCC
and Departnment for Environnent, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) (on behalf of the UK

Bi odi versity Reporting and I nformati on G oup) have established a UK biodiversity

i ndi cators forum

The EC Natural Resources Biodiversity Action Plan makes recomendations for the
devel opnent of biodiversity indicators. JNCC has contributed to the biodiversity
conponent of the European reporting obligations database under contract to the
Eur opean Environment Agency.

The United Nations Environnent Progranme — Wirld Conservation Mnitoring Centre (UNEP-
WCMC) are undert aki ng harnoni sati on work on a global scale; the UK through DEFRA and
JNCC have contributed to this work.

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) process has set targets for priority species and
habitats and there is ongoing work to integrate these into forest strategies including
reviews of incentives, which have been conpleted for each country of the UK  Funding
is being accessed fromagri-environnent neasures of the EU Rural Devel opnent

Regul ation (RDR), national funding in each country, other EU funding streams and from
UK national lottery noney. Mre resources will be needed to achieve targets and nore
needs to be done to inprove public education, awareness and capacity building to
address forest bio-diversity issues.

The Land Use Policy Goup has done sone work on the inpact of agricultural sector
policies on biodiversity, including the indirect inpacts of forestry. This includes a
recent review of the role of forestry in the Rural Devel opment Regul ations (which has
inmplications for conservation programmes); also a report on the potential for
pronoting | and-use change to favour |arge scal e devel opment of new wi |l d woodl and.

The Wyod for Good canpai gn®® highlights the relative credentials of wod as a
sust ai nabl e material agai nst others.

More work is required to integrate biodiversity targets into other sectors. |n the
case of land-use planning a review of all planning guidance is currently in progress.
This will provide opportunities to ensure that |ocal devel opnent policies and

consi derati on of devel opnment proposals take into account both national and |oca
priorities for biodiversity.

The Engl and Forestry Strategy encourages the regional devel opment agencies to make use
of woodl ands and forestry to hel p achieve w der devel opnent objectives. Training in
sust ai nabl e forest managenent can be supported by funding through the EU Rura

Devel opnent Regul ation e.g. the Vocational Training Schene in Engl and.

The Engl and biodiversity strategy ‘Working with the grain of nature’, sets out a

37 Joint Nature Conservation Committee — http://www.jncc.gov.uk
38 Wood for Good - http://www.woodforgood.com

22




strategi c approach to woodl and and forestry nmanagenment as an integral part of policy
devel opnent. |t proposes actions to pursue closer integration of woodl and and agri -
envi ronment incentives. A policy review of woodl and creation in England by Anthony
Bosanquet in May 2002 set out the issues for consultation. The Governnent response was
publ i shed in spring 2003. The strategy al so proposes investigations into ways of

devel oping the forestry-contracting sector to increase capacity and skills appropriate
for native woodl and.

The National Assenbly for Wales has issued gui dance on the protection of ancient
woodl ands through the planning systemin ‘Planning Policy Wales’ (2002).

The Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy contains six reconmendations directly
related to forestry and forest nanagenent in Northern Ireland for action by the Forest
Service, which will be reflected in the strategy for forests in Northern Irel and

The Departrment for International Devel opnent (DFID) has provided training for capacity
building with a view to supporting the devel opnent of National Forest Programmes in
Africa. The DENDROGENE project in Brazil seeks to ensure that full use is made of
existing scientific know edge in managi ng forest biodiversity. DFID s Forest Research
Programe has nade considerable efforts to nore effectively extend and di ssemi nate
policy and technical research results to all stakehol ders through preparation of nore
accessi bl e nedi a. Exanpl es include biodiversity field guides and the manual for their
pr eparati on.

22. Has your country devel oped good governance practices, reviewed and revised and
i mpl emented forest and forest-related | aws, tenure and pl anni ng systens, to provide a
sound basis for conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) review under way

c) review and revision conpleted

d) sone good governance practices and rel ated | aws devel oped and
i mpl ement ed (pl ease provide details)

e) a conprehensive set of practices and | aws devel oped and X
i mpl enented (pl ease provide details)

Furt her conmments on the practices and | aws devel oped and i nplemented to provide a
sound basis for conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity

Wthin the UK there is legislation in place to protect forested areas. Environnmenta
| npact Assessnments are now required for operations that would i mpact significantly on
forested land. This is largely effective except in relation to gradual |oss through
over grazi ng.

Loss through devel opnent has virtually ceased in respect of protected areas, although
there remain cases where snmall pockets of woodl and outside of designated sites are at
risk of further loss and fragmentation. Better protection of ancient woodl and sites
i s being sought. In England revision of planning policy will provide inmportant

saf eguards for anci ent woodl and together with flexibility to clear |ess valuable
woodl and areas for public benefit e.g. for non forest biodiversity.

23. I's your country pronoting forest |aw enforcenent and addressing rel ated trade?

a) no

b) review under way

c) potential measures identified

d) yes-sone neasures in place to strengthen | aw enforcenent and X
address rel ated trade

e) yes-conprehensive nmeasures in place to strengthen | aw
enforcenment and address rel ated trade
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24. |'s your country mtigating the econonmic failures and distortions that lead to
decisions that result in |oss of forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) review under way

c) potential neasures identified

d) yes-sone neasures taken (please provide details) X

e) yes-conprehensive neasures taken (please provide details)

Furt her coments on the neasures taken to mitigate economic failures and distortions
that lead to decisions that result in |oss of forest biodiversity

Woodl and Grant Schenes (WGS) in the countries of the UK provide funding for public
benefit investnment in forests including investnent in biodiversity nanagenent.
National forest strategies are starting to recognise the role of forests in providing
environmental services and the WGS are being reviewed in this regard.

There are recogni sed perverse incentives caused, for exanple, by the devel opnent val ue
of land and the Common Agricultural Policy. A report on the Rural Devel opnent

Regul ation by the conservation agencies Land Use Policy Goup highlighted sone of the
i mpacts of agricultural subsidies. The country reviews of WES took place within this
context. The European Rural Devel opnment Regul ation allows for paynents to maintain and
i mprove the ecological stability of forests where costs exceed those provided through
current WGS.

The UK Wodl and Assurance Standard certification process ains to provide narket
i ncentives for sustainabl e managenent. Marketing projects are being assisted in
providing small scale markets for woodl and projects — e.g. woodl ots and eco- ads.

Research is underway into the value of un-marketed goods and services to the public.
A Departnent for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) / Forestry Comm ssion
(FC) evaluation of the econom ¢, social and environnental benefits of woodl and
creation has been conpleted and is available on the FC website. The reports include
eval uations of biodiversity, water supply and air pollution. The costs of UK species
and habitat action plans will also provide an indication of the costs of naintaining,
restoring and expandi ng forest biological diversity and thereby sone of the costs of
negative inpacts.

The econom cs and funding work stream of the England Biodiversity Strategy will be
addressing issues relating to valuation of biodiversity in general and has proposed a
programe of research to quantify and val ue non-market benefits of woodl and i ncl udi ng
flood prevention and alleviation and subsequent pilot trials and denonstrations
Engl i sh Nature has produced a report on val uing ecosystem functi ons.

Scottish Environnent Protection Agency’s (SEPA) econom sts have published the first
assessnent of the value of Scotland s ecosystens services and natural capital
i ncluding the contribution fromwoodl and and forestry habitats.

So far there has been no clear way forward on how to incorporate such values into

pl anni ng and managenent. However, an accord between the Forestry Conm ssion and the
Envi ronnent Agency is proposed to help realise the environmental benefits of woodl and
with regard to water resources.

The Department for International Devel opnent (DFID) supports the devel opnent of
capacity to extend certification processes. Possibilities being trialled include
sinplification of the standard, sinplification of the audit process and incentives for
smal | -scal e woodl ands to increase the standard of nanagenent.

DFI D s Forest Research Progranme includes clusters investigating el enents of
managenent of upper water catchnents, beginning with quantifying forest vegetation-
hydrol ogy rel ati onshi ps, socio-econom c studies on livelihoods in upper catchnents,
mar kets for forest-based environnental services, and paynent schemes to conpensate
upst ream | and managers by downstream users and consuners.
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25. I's your country increasing public support and understanding of the value of forest
bi odi versity and its goods and services at all |evels?

a) no

b) rel evant programme under devel opnent

c) yes-sone programes in place

d) yes-conprehensive progranmes in place X

If your country w shes to provide additional information on
i npl ementation of this programe el enent, please do this in the
fol |l ow ng space

Question 23 on forest |aw enforcenent and addressing rel ated trade.

Al though Illegal logging is not a significant issue for production within the UK where
there is adequate capacity for |aw enforcenent, as a nmgjor inporter of tinber the UK
has a key role to play in the international efforts to control illegal |ogging and

pronot e sustainable tinber harvesting. The first bilateral agreenent to prevent trade
inillegal tinber was signed by the UK and | ndonesia in 2002. The Departnent for

I nternational Devel opnent (DFID) is supporting a range of actions to pronote forest

| aw enforcenment and governance in produci ng countries and, through the European

Conmi ssi on, actions in consumi ng countries update information can be obtained fromthe
illegal |ogging website® managed by the Royal Institute for International Affairs
(RI1TA) and funded by DFID. HM Custons and Excise in the UK have successfully
investigated several cases of inports of illegal tinber.

Question 25 on public awareness).

The Natural Hi story Museum (NHM is coll aborating with the Ranblers Association (RA) to
get the public involved in nonitoring the distribution of elmtrees in the UK The
results will formELM map - a database that will be used to guide nenbers of

speci al i st groups as they search for the nmany threatened speci es associated with these
truly British trees. Menbers of the public have been provided with basic field guides
whi ch hi ghlight the unique conmunity of organisns including |ichens, npbsses, beetles
and butterflies that are supported by el ns.

The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew s school s programe addresses forest biodiversity issues
and designs training materials for the National Curriculumat primary and secondary
school levels. Informally, Kew helps to raise awareness through interpretation
materials, visitor tours, festivals and the website.

Kew as a key partner in the Plantes do Nordeste (PNE) Association (Brazil) works with
| ocal comunities and schools to highlight caatinga forest biodiversity and
sust ai nabl e use.

Kew staff work with botanic gardens in Brazil and Argentina to devel op education
progranmes for schools and the general public.

3 www.illegal-logging.info
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Progranmme El enment 3: Know edge, Assessnent and Monitoring

26. Has your country reviewed and adopted a m ni mum forest classification system based
on harnoni zed and accepted forest definitions and addressi ng key forest biodiversity
el enent s?

a) no

b) revi ew under way

c) review conpl et ed

d) a forest classification system adopted X

27. Has your country devel oped national forest ecosystemclassification systens and
maps that use agreed international standards and protocol s?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) yes-classification systens in place

28. Has your country devel oped specific forest ecosystens surveys in priority areas for
conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) wunder consideration

c) relevant surveys bei ng pl anned

d) relevant surveys conpl eted (pl ease provide details) X

e) results of relevant surveys avail abl e (pl ease provi de detail s)

Furt her comments on the surveys of specific forest ecosystens in priority areas for
conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity

Managenent pl ans based on survey work have been prepared for Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), many ancient
sem -natural woods and for publicly owned | and. Forest Enterprise has surveyed al
the main biodiversity priority sites on Forestry Conmi ssion (FC) land. A range of
both statutory and non-statutory bodi es enpl oy specialists to carry out biol ogica
surveys and advi se on appropriate nanagement on their |ands including woodl and

Grants have been introduced for survey of privately owned woodl and. The Wodl and
Grant Schemes require surveys at a | andscape scale in strategic core areas and further
survey work is required of some woodl and types — floodpl ain woods, bog and dune

woodl ands and high altitude scrub
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29. I s your country advanci ng the devel opment and i npl ementati on of international
regional and national criteria and indicators based on key regi onal, subregional and
national measures within the framework of sustainable forest managenent ?

a) no

b) rel evant programe under devel opnent

c) sone criteria and indicators devel oped (please provide details)

d) conprehensive indicators devel oped (pl ease provide details) X

Furt her conments on the devel opnent and inplenmentation of criteria and indicators

A set of UK Indicators of Sustainable Forestry has been finalised including a cluster
relating to forests and bi odiversity. These are; popul ations of woodl and birds,
progress towards habitat and species action plan targets, condition of woodl and sites
of special scientific interest, trends in plant biodiversity and areas of ancient
woodl and under approved nmanagenent schenes and open for public access

The UK has ‘headline indicators’ for sustainable devel opment that relate to forest
bi odi versity (change in woodl and breeding bird popul ati ons).

Results from DFI D s Forest Research Programe projects on habitat indicators and rapid
bi odi versity assessnent have been taken up and are being pronbted by United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme (UNEP) in several devel oping countries.

The Natural History Museum (NHM has devel oped a net hodol ogy that uses Geographic
Information Systems (AS) to conbine data fromsatellite images with data from
vegetation surveys to help foresters in Central Anerica nanage and conserve tropica
forests. The met hodol ogy was piloted in the Maya Muntains of Belize.

The NHM has hel ped docunment the maj or epiphytic macrolichen conmunities of the Laguna
San Rafael region, which supports sonme of the richest lichen biodiversity and the

hi ghest lichen biomass in Chile. This will enable interpretation of the natura
fluctuations in growth and species conposition to allow future environnenta
assessnent .

30. Has your country conducted key research programres on the rol e of forest
bi odi versity and ecosystem functi oni ng?

a) no

b) research prograns under devel opnent

c) yes-sone research prograns conducted X

d) yes-conprehensive research prograns conducted
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31. I's your country enhancing and i nproving the technical capacity at the nationa
| evel to nonitor foestforest biodiversity, benefiting fromthe opportunities offered
t hrough the Cl earing House Mechani sm of CBD?

a) no

b) capacity buil ding programe under devel opnment

c) yes-sone programes in place (please provide details) X

d) yes-conprehensive progranmes in place (please provide details)

Furt her coments on the programes to enhance and inprove the technical capacity at
the national |level to nonitor forest biodiversity

The UK took part in the |BP [acronyn?] ecosystem projects and subsequently has
contributed to other progranmes. Monitoring systens include basic condition assessnent
of protected sites; various sites where longer termtime-series work i s underway, in
particular the UK Environmental Change Network progranme.

The Department for International Devel opnent (DFID) has exami ned the role of forest
bi odi versity in livelihoods and howto link policy and practice (see | SBN 1 899 825
673). DFID s Forestry Research Programme has supported research in a nunber of

rel evant areas.

Natural History Museum (NHM) scientists, supported by the UCs Darwin Initiative, have
hel ped produce biodiversity inventories for the Maracayu Forest Nature Reserve in
Paraguay. The reserve is one of the last intact pieces of Atlantic rainforest in
Paraguay, and is an endangered habitat worl d-w de. The NHM hel ped build I ocal capacity
for producing the inventory; trained |ocal Quarani and Ache peopl e as parataxonom sts
to participate in and continue the inventory and to act as a conduit for the

conmuni cati on of information about natural history to local comunities in the buffer
zone; established a |l ocal reference collection in the Science Center at the Maracayu
Forest Nature Reserve; and devel oped popul ar field guides in Spanish and Guarani of
striking organisns in the reserve for use by future ecotourists.
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I f your country wi shes to provide additional information on
i npl ementation of this programe el enent, please do this in the
fol |l ow ng space

Question 30 on Research programes The Natural H story Miseum (NHV) has led studies in
Panama and Ecuador on the gernination characteristics of tropical tree species, how
long the seeds of different pioneer tree species survive in the soil, and on the
spatial and tenporal patterns of seed dispersal in conparison with patterns of seed
germination. This information has greatly inproved our understandi ng of the
constraints on timng of reproduction in tropical forests and the inpact of this on
tropi cal forest dynami cs, species diversity and the spatial distribution of tropica
trees.

The NHM has produced the first ever field guide to the Smaller Mths of South East
Asia following many years of collecting, research and identification work in the
tropical forests of Mal aysia, and Brunei

Question 31 on capacity building. The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew produces, in

col l aboration with partners, tools for identification and nmonitoring (floras, field
gui des, conservation checklists), and is actively working to make information in its
col | ections, databases and publications nore wi dely available to taxonom sts and
conservationists internationally e.g. projects to repatriate information and i nages of
type specinmens, and to digitise floras and create web dat abases.

Kew has devel oped a suite of international diplonm courses ained at senior-|eve
practitioners, on policy and practice within areas such as conservation techni ques and
her bari um t echni ques. Kew al so offers internships in a wide range of disciplines to
promote | ong-term capacity buil di ng.
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