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Pl ease provide sumary information on the process by which this report has
been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders who have
been actively involved in its preparation and on material which was used as a
basis for the report

The report was produced by Gordon Patterson, the Senior Adviser Biodiversity
in the Forestry Conmission. It was prepared based on information gai ned from
a nunber of national initiatives. Al though stakeholders were not directly

i nvolved in the preparation of the report a wi de range of stakeholders are
actively involved in the national initiatives on which the report is based.




Decision |V/7 on Forest biological Diversity

1. What is the relative priority afforded to i nplenentati on of this decision by your
country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting|x d) Severely limting

3. Has your country assessed the status and trends of its forest biological diversity
and identified options for its conservati on and sustai nabl e use? (Decision |IV/7,
par agr aph 12)

a) no

b) assessnent underway (please give details bel ow) X

c) assessnent conpleted (please give details bel ow

d) not rel evant

I f a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

4. Has your country requested assistance through the financial nmechani smfor projects
that pronote the inplenentati on of the focused work programme an forest biol ogical
di versity? (Decision |1V/7, paragraph 7)

a) no

b) yes (please give details bel ow)

Progranme elenent 1: Holistic and inter-sectoral ecosystem approaches that
i ntegrate the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity, taking
account of social and cultural and economnic considerations

5. Has your country identified nethodol ogi es for enhancing the integration of forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity conservation and sustai nabl e use into an holistic approach to
sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent at the national |evel? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 13)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X
d) not applicable

6. Has your country devel oped net hodol ogi es to advance the integration of traditional
forest-rel ated know edge i nto sustai nable forest managenent, in accordance wth
Article 8(j)? (Wrk Progranme, paragraph 14)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable X

7. Has your country pronoted cooperation on the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
forest biological resources at all levels in accordance with Articles 5 and 16 of the
Convention? (Work Progranme, paragraph 15)




a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X

d) not applicable

8. Has your country pronoted the sharing of relevant technical and scientific
information on networks at all levels of protected forest areas and networking
nodalities in all types of forest ecosystens? (Work Progranmme, paragraph 17)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

Programme el enent 2: Conprehensive analysis of the ways in which human
activities, in particular forest-nanagenent practices, influence biol ogical
di versity and assessnent of ways to minimze or mtigate negative influences

9. Has your country pronoted activities for an enhanced understandi ng of positive and
negati ve human i nfl uences on forest ecosystens by | and-use managers, policy nekers,
scientists and ot her rel evant stakehol ders ) (Wrk Programe, paragraph 29)

a) mnimal activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X

d) not rel evant

10. Has your country pronoted activities to assenbl e managenent experiences and
scientific, indigenous and | ocal information at the national and local levels to

provi de for the sharing of approaches and tools that |ead to i nproved forest practices
with regard to forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 30)

a) mniml activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X

d) not rel evant

11. Has your country pronoted activities with the aimof providing options to mnimze
or mtigate negative and to pronote positive human influences on forest biological
di versity? (Work Programme, paragraph 31)

a) mninmal activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X

d) not rel evant




12. Has your country pronoted activities to nminimze the inpact of harnful alien
speci es on forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 32)

a) miniml activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

13. Has your country identified neans and nmechani sns to inprove the identification and
prioritisation of research activities related to influences of human activities, in
particul ar forest nmanagenent practices, on forest biological diversity? (Wrk
Programme, paragraph 33)

a) miniml activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X

d) not rel evant

14. Does your country hold research results and syntheses of reports of rel evant
scientific and traditional know edge on key forest biological diversity issues and, if
so, have these been dissem nated as wi dely as possible? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 34)

a) not rel evant

b) sone relevant material, but not w dely di ssem nated

c) significant material that could be nore w dely di ssem nated X
(pl ease give details bel ow)

d) yes - already wi dely dissem nated (pl ease give details bel ow)

15. Has your country prepared case-studi es on assessing inpacts of fires and alien
speci es on forest biological diversity and their influences on the nmanagenent of
forest ecosystens and savannahs? (Work Progranme, paragraph 35)

a) no — please indicate bel ow whether this is due to a | ack of X
avai |l abl e case-studi es or for other reasons

b) yes — please give bel ow any views you may have on the
useful ness of the preparation of case-studies for devel oping a
better biological understandi ng of the probl em and/or better
managenent responses.

Programme el enent 3: Met hodol ogi es necessary to advance the el aboration and
i mpl enentation of criteria and indicators for forest biological diversity

16. Has your country assessed experiences gained in national and regi onal processes,
i dentifying conmon el ements and gaps in existing initiatives and inproving indicators
for forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 43)

a) mninmal activity

b) yes — limted assessnent nade (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant assessnent nmade (pl ease give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant




17. Has your country carried out taxonom c studies and inventories at the nati onal
| evel which provide for a basic assessnent of forest biological diversity? (Wrk

Pr ogr amme, paragraph 43)

a) mninmal activity

b) yes — limted assessnent nade (pl ease give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant assessnent made (pl ease give details bel ow) X

d) not rel evant

If you have ticked any of the boxes in questions 5 to 17 above which invite
you to provide further details, please do so here.

(I'nformation can include descriptions of methodol ogies and of activities
undert aken, reasons for success or failure, outcones and | essons | earned)



QL. Mediumpriority only in the sense that many actions are also driven by ot her
gl obal and regi onal processes such as the United Nations Forumon Forests and the
M ni sterial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in Europe, although the UK
Bi odi versity Action Plan is also a key driver.

. Adequate resources exist for research actions over practical tinescales.
| npl ement ati on of action programmes on the ground is limted by resources.

@B. Assessnment of status and trends is well advanced in sone categories such as
forest area, natural forest area and sone species of trees, shrubs flora and fauna.
However ecosystemquality is not well enough assessed yet and status and trend for
many species especially lower plants and invertebrates are only superficially known.

Options for conservation and sustainable use are quite well understood at stand and
woodl and scal e but not yet the larger scale |land use interactions.

. Policies, guidelines and technical guidance are well devel oped. Still nore to be
done to develop forest and | and use planning at |arger spatial scales.

Q7. The UK Biodiversity Action Plan has been devel oped as the main nechanismto
engender co-operation. Governnent, |and managers, NGOs, and business to a | esser
extent have coll aborated to agree and start to inplenment targeted action plans for
priority habitats and species and at national regional and |ocal scales for cross-
sectoral action for biodiversity(all types not just forest).

@. Participated in European programmes on classifying protected areas and an
inventory of strictly protected forest research reserves. An eval uation of forest
protected areas and protective nechanisns in UK has been carried out and we will run a
wor kshop to di scuss recomended i nprovenents.

@. As well as an existing forest biological diversity research programme, a cross-
cutting nulti-sectoral research agenda is being developed in UK as a result of a two
year series of workshops and consultancy review. This covers the direct and indirect
i nfluences of policies and trends such as climte change and al so soci o-econoni ¢

i ssues.

QL0. Cuidelines are devel oped foll owi ng extensive consultation with stakehol der
groups. Methodol ogi es are bei ng devel oped to consult and involve |ocal comunities in
deci si on-nmaeki ng. Forest planning in state sector and private sector requires

consul tation procedures, which are pronoted and supported by national funding.

Envi ronnent al Assessment has been inplenented to nmeet the relevant EU Directive

QL1l. Research programmes into re-afforestation of forner forest lands in ways to
enhance FBD and al so into restoring degraded natural woodl ands whi ch had been
converted to plantations of exotic species. Also research on alternative silvicultura
systens to clear-felling is underway, as well as a wide variety of projects to
mtigate inpacts of operations such as harvesting and road-buil ding.

QL2. Consi derable work has been carried out on reducing the inpacts of existing

i ntroduced speci es which inpact on forests notably grey squirrel (Sciurus
carolinensis)and nmuntjac and si ka deer (Mintiacus reevesi and Cervus nippon). A policy
review is about to start on all inplications of alien species for biodiversity in the
UK

QL3. As per ; the workshops are generating a set of priorities for research.

QL4. We produce a wi de range of types of publication and sone conputerised decision
support tools. However there is not yet a single repository of these or a systemto
gui de users to the information they need. The state forest service has published an
online search facility to allow users to |ocate publications by keyword, and a cross-
sectoral government search facility is under devel opnent for publicly available

gover nnent information.

QL5. Not prioritised. Case study for alien species will be part of the review
nentioned in QL2.

QL6. W are currently reviewing national indicators in the |ight of experience since
publication in 1998 of the UK Forestry Standard and experience of the MCPFE set of
Ccal .

QL7. Good taxonomic tradition and a lot of inventory informati on without a strong
enough systemto collate it. Current efforts are being focussed on devel oping a

Nati onal Biodiversity Network for all aspects of UK Biodiversity to support inventory
and noni tori ng.




