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Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including infornmation on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on nateri al
whi ch was used as a basis for the report.

The arrangenents for the drafting of this report started in
May 2003. The Mnistry of the Environnent (ME) had
prelimnarily agreed with the Environnental Protection
Institute, Estonian Agricultural Acadeny to coordinate the
drafting process. The Institute had consulted with | ocal
experts to collect baseline data, contacted various sources
of information, nade interviews and provide up-to-date data
on the progress of inplenmentation of CBD in forestry sector
in Estonia. The Questionnaire is technically conpiled by

Mart Kul vi k, Environmental Protection Institute
(nkul vi k@nvi nst . ee).




VOLUNTARY REPORT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF WORK ON
FOREST BI ODI VERSI TY

Expanded Progranme of Wrk on Forest Biological Diversity
Annex to Decision VI/22

1. Has your country identified priority goals, objectives and activities included in
t he expanded programme of work for inplenentation at the national |evel?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes (please provide a list of priorities identified) X

Further comments on identification of priority goals, objectives and activities

Estonia has identified priority goals, objectives and
activities included in the expanded programe of work for

i npl enentation at the national |evel in a nunber of

envi ronnental policy docunents. The objectives of principal
docunent of national environnmental policies, the National
Environnental Strategy (1997), was to bring to the public's
attention the environnmental problens, priority goals and tasks
in pronoting sustainable devel opment; and includes anong first
priorities the task to pronote sustainable use of the natura
resources incl. forest resources, historically traditional for
Est oni a.

The Estoni an Forest Policy (1997) is a strategic planning
docunent for the nost inportant biological resource in the
country, and includes also a nunber of goals, objectives and
activities included in the expanded programe of worKk.

The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (1999) has
set several tasks for the forestry sector in |ine of
bi odi versity process terns.

Finally, the Estonian Forestry Devel opnent Plan (2003) has
detailed a set of activities to in the area of forest
bi odi versity protection and sust ai nabl e use.

However, not always the priority goals, objectives and
activities in the nentioned docunentation have cl ear reference
to the CBD expanded programe of work on Forest Biol ogical

Di versity.




2. Fromthe list of priorities, did sone or all of them produce the expected inpacts
after their inplenentation (i.e. a success)?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) yes (please specify success stories) X

Further comments on inpacts of inplenentation of priority activities

One of the success stories in inplenmentation of priority
activities is the carrying out the Wodland Key Habitats process
in Estonia. If the managers of the state forests are commtted
to establishing larger strict nature reserves as well as to
conserving key habitats in comercial forests, then the |evel of
awar eness of nore than 45 thousand private forest owners in
Estoni a needed to be increased. In Sweden the inventory of

Wodl and Key Habitats and application of | egal neasures for the
protection of such habitats had been initiated prior to the

Est oni an process already. As the resources and | evel of
experience of Swedish forest owners were significantly greater
than those of Estonian private forest owners at that tine, it
was practical for Estonia to develop its own approach for
identification, conservation and nmanagenent of Wodl and Key
Habi t at s.

The concept was initiated by the Estonian Forestry Devel opnment
Progranme (1995-1997), supported by the Estonian Forest Policy
(1997), and the protection neasures enforced by the Forest Act
(1998). As the beginning, the inventory was | aunched as a joint
Est oni an- Swedi sh project in 1999 to assess the distribution of
forest habitats of highest value in managed forest. The main
outcone of the project — the detailed and illustrated results of
t he woodl and key habitats inventory, including area and nunbers,
lists of types, elenents, indicator species and habitat
specialists were made available for wide public in the form of
fancy publication. Al the 7007 woodl and key habitat sites
detected by the inventory covering an area of 19,059 ha have
been mapped and drawn at the detailed national atlas as a part
of the same docunent.




3. Were there any chal |l enges/inpedi ments to the inplementation of priority activities
that coul d have negatively affected their chance of success?

a) yes (please specify the activities and the main X
chal | enges/ i npedi nent s)

b) no

Further comments on chal | enges/i npedi ments to inplementation of priority activities

A nunber of the defined forest policy principles and fixed in
t he Estoni an Forest Policy adopted by the Parlianent in the
summer of 1997 have been i npl enent ed.

Sone goal s have been achi eved but their achi evenent has been
consi dered inadequate in the |light of our increased know edge
and new approach. So, the area of strictly protected forests
consi derably exceeds the 4% threshold established in 1997,
however, it should still be increased to preserve a nunber of
species. A nunber of the previously established goals are stil
far frombeing reached. So, forest inventories have not kept
pace with the land reform private forest owners are | acking
snoot hly functioning support structures; the assessnent of the
protection value of forests has not been conpleted and quite
often effective protection neasures have not been introduced;
there is no satisfactory environnental planning and nonitoring
system

Successful inplenentation of the Forest Policy has been retarded
by the lack of an integral plan of inplenentation neasures.

4. |s your country collaborating with other Governnents and regi onal and internationa
organi zati ons and processes to inplenment regional or international activities in the
expanded programme of work?

a) no

b) yes, limted collaboration (please provide details) X

c) yes, significant collaboration (please provide details)

Further comments on col | aborati on with other Governments and regi onal and
i nternational organi zati ons and processes to inplenent regional or internationa
activities in the expanded programe of work

There is collaboration in alimted scope with sone

nei ghbouri ng governnents |ike Finland, Sweden and Dennark as
well as within certain regional initiatives like Baltic

Envi ronnmental Forum Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region, etc.




Programe El enent 1: Conservation, Sustainable Use and Benefit-sharing

5. Has your country devel oped practical nethods, guidelines and/or indicators to apply
the ecosystem approach in relation to sustainable forest nanagenent ?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) rel evant met hods, guidelines and indicators under devel opnent

c) sone nethods, guidelines and indicators devel oped (pl ease X
provi de detail s)

d) a conprehensive set of methods, guidelines and indicators
devel oped (pl ease provi de details)

Further comments on the practical methods, guidelines and indicators to apply the
ecosystem approach in relation to sustainable forest nmanagenent

Estonia has integrated national forest programes partly with
national biodiversity strategy and action plan, as well as
indirectly applying the ecosystem approach and sustai nabl e
forest managenent. It has been perforned in the Estonian Forest
Policy (1997); in advanced and nore specific manner in decenni al
Estoni an Forestry Devel opment Pl an (2002).

Actions that Estonia is taking to address the conservati on and
sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity conformto the
ecosystem approach partly and indirectly.

6. Has your country taken any neasures to prevent the introduction of invasive alien
speci es that threaten ecosystens, and mitigate their negative inmpacts on forest
bi odi versity in accordance with international |aw?

a) no

b) relevant neasures under devel opnent X

c) yes, some neasures taken (please outline the neasures)

d) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (please outline the neasures)

Further comments on the neasures taken

Actions that Estonia is taking to address the neasures to
prevent the introduction of invasive alien species that threaten
ecosystens, and mtigate their negative inpacts on forest

bi odi versity in accordance with international |aw are devel oped,
inter alia under the GEF funded project G-/ 2716-01-4354
“Assessnment of Capacity building needs for Biodiversity and
Participation in Clearing House Mechanismin Estonia”.




7. Has your country taken any neasures to nmitigate the inpact of pollution on forest
bi odi versity?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) relevant neasures under devel opnent

d) yes, sonme neasures taken (please provide details) X

e) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (please provide details)

Further comments on the nmeasures taken to mitigate the inmpact of pollution on forest
bi odi versity

Over 100 knf of forest |and has been degraded and pol | uted by
oi | shal e open and underground mning activities and dunpi ng
of ash into heaps fromoil shale fired power plants in NE
Estoni a. Anot her group of degraded and polluted | ands
including forests are territories of forner mlitary bases of
the Soviet Union. An inventory of those mlitary sites listed
2900 sites contanminated to |arger or |esser extent with
chem cals, netal, mnerals, construction, wood and donestic
waste and oil pollution. These areas have partially been
restored by afforestation.

8. Has your country taken any neasures to mitigate the negative inpacts of climate
change on forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) relevant research and nonitoring progranmes under devel opnent

c) sone research and nmonitoring activities bei ng undertaken but no X
nmeasur es taken

d) yes, sonme neasures taken (please outline the neasures)

e) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (please outline the measures)

Further comments on the neasures taken to mitigate the negative inpacts of climate
change on forest biodiversity




The research and nonitoring activities being undertaken in
Estonia to mtigate the inpact of clinmate change on forest

bi odi versity include mainly the nonitoring of relevant

i nfluences to forest ecosystens. Data managenment systemis
mai nl y based on two international reporting schenes —
Sust ai nabl e Forest Managenent Criteria and Indicators of the

M ni sterial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe
and Framewor k for UNFAO d obal Forest Resources Assessnent
(notably List of indicators of the Tenperate and Boreal Forest
Resources Assessnent 2000). Data collection of forestry rel ated
data in Estonia is carried out mainly during field inventory
wor ks (standw se forest inventory, NFl, inventories of felling,
reforestation and danaged forest areas, forest nonitoring in |ICP
Forest Framework etc). A prelimnary review on the subject has
been conpl eted (Punning, 1999)

9. Has your country taken any neasures to prevent and mitigate the adverse effects of
forest fires and fire suppression (where fire is a natural disturbance agent)?

a) no

b) rel evant nmeasures bei ng consi dered

c) relevant neasures under devel opnment X

d) yes, sone neasures undertaken (pl ease specify)

e) yes, nmany neasures bei ng undertaken (please specify)

Further comments on the neasures to prevent and nitigate the adverse effects of forest
fires and fire suppression

According to Estonian Forestry Devel opnent Programme Until 2010
the amount of silvicultural neasures not vyielding inmediate
profits like fire protection neasures is too small. The strategy

includes the task to bring the corresponding legislation into
conpliance with the requirenents of the international standards
for forest fire protection. The manager of state forests wll
build and reconstruct the fire protection systens of state
forests. The state wll support the inplenmentation of simlar
nmeasures in private forests pursuant to the National Forest Fire
Protection Schene and depending on the availability of the
correspondi ng funds.

The adverse effects of fire suppression where fire is a natura
di sturbance agent currently are being considered in acadenc
circles only.




10. Is your country mitigating effects of the | oss of natural disturbances necessary
to naintain biodiversity in regions where these no | onger occur?

a) no

b) nmonitoring and assessnent of effects ongoi ng

c) potential nmeasures identified X

d) yes, sonme adopted and bei ng i npl emented (pl ease provide details)

e) yes, conprehensive neasures adopted and bei ng i npl emented (pl ease
provi de further details)

Further comments on nmeasures adopted to mitigate effects of the | oss of natura
di sturbances necessary to naintain biodiversity in regions where these no | onger occur

In order to maintain forest biodiversity the inportant forest

el ements ensuring the preservation of biodiversity (dead trees,
stand structure resenbling the natural structure, etc.) have
been quite extensively preserved. In addition to that variety of
nmet hods sinmul ati ng natural processes are being currently
identified.

11. I's your country preventing and mitigating | osses of forest biodiversity due to
fragnentati on and conversion to other |and uses?

a) no

b) potential neasures identified X

c) yes, some neasures undertaken

b) yes, conprehensive nmeasures undertaken

12. I's your country restoring forest biological diversity in degraded secondary forests
and in forests established on former forestlands and ot her | andscapes?

a) no

b) potential neasures identified X

c) yes, sone neasures inplenmented in sone areas (please provide
det ail s)

d) yes, conprehensive neasures inplenmented in nmgjor areas (please
provi de detail s)

Further comments on the neasures to restore forest bhiological diversity in degraded
secondary forests and in forests established on forner forestlands and ot her
| andscapes




The |l ast statistical inventories denonstrate a rapid increase in
the forest area, which covers nore than a half of the |and area
of Estonia. The increase in the forest area has mainly been
caused by the specification of the nature of plots and by the
process of non-forested areas turning into forests. It has been
estimated that another 300 000 ha of former agricultural |ands
have fallen out of active utilisation and are undergoi ng
afforestation. This is mainly an uncontroll ed process, often

i ncreasing the share of species of |ow econom ¢ and ecol ogi cal
value. There are sone initial project-based neasures under
identification in order to restore the forest biol ogical
diversity in degraded secondary forests and in forests

est abl i shed on abandoned farmn ands.

13. I's your country pronoting forest managenent practices that further the conservation
of endem c and t hreat ened species?

a) no

b) rel evant forest managenent practices under devel opnent

c) yes, sone practices adopted and pronmoted (pl ease provide details) X

d) yes, sone practices being inplenmented (please provide details)

Further comments on the forest management practices that further the conservation of
endem ¢ and t hreatened species

Followed by the EU accession process, Mnistry of the
Environnment is preparing for the establishnment of Natura 2000
net wor k, whi ch expands the current nature conservation practices
and will pronote forest nmnagenment practices that further the
conservation of endem c and threatened species as well.

14. I's your country ensuring adequate and effective protected forest area networks?

a) no

b) networks of protected areas bei ng pl anned

c) sone protected areas established but networks not in place

d) networks of protected areas taking shape X

e) mjor networks of protected areas established

15. I's your country pronoting sustainable use of forest resources to enhance the
conservation of forest biological diversity?

a) no

b) relevant policy and programe under devel opment X

c) yes, sone policies and programmes in place (please provide
detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive policies and progranmes in place (please
provi de detail s)
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Further comments on the policies and progranmes for pronoting sustai nabl e use of
forest resources to enhance the conservation of forest biodiversity

Protection of habitats of threatened species is being paid nore
attention than they used to be. Estonian Forest Conservation
Net wor k and Forest Key Biotopes contribute as forest sector
specific measures to the in-situ conservation of species and
habitats. See al so question 1.

16. I's your country preventing | osses caused by unsustai nabl e harvesting of tinmber and
non-ti nber forest resources?

a) no

b) potential neasures identified

c) sone neasures undertaken (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive nmeasures undertaken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on the nmeasures to prevent |osses caused by unsustai nabl e harvesting
of tinber and non-tinbering forest resources

The neasures to prevent |osses caused by unsustai nabl e
harvesting of tinber and non-tinbering forest resources include
managenent pl anni ng, policy planni ng and managenent supervi sion
activites.

Forest felling and replanting are regul ated according to the
forest managenent plan. However, the annual felling rates are
consi dered too high by NGOs and are objects of continuous

di sput es.

Furt hernore, specific nmeasures for neutralizing perverse
incentives including initiating of unsustainable forest uses
have been proposed in NBSAP (1999), draft Estoni an Forest
Devel opnent Pl an etc.

Violations of forest protection regulations which is the nost
critical part of unsustainable uses of forest biodiversity, are
nmoni tored by the Estonian Environnmental |nspection.

17. I's your country taking any neasure to enabl e i ndi genous and | ocal comunities to
devel op and i npl ement adaptive comrunity-managenent systems to conserve and
sust ai nably use forest biological diversity?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) relevant policy and programe under devel opnent X

d) yes, sone policies and programes in place (please specify)
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Further comments on the policies and progranmes to enabl e i ndi genous and | oca
conmuni ties to devel op and i npl emrent adaptive conmunity-managenent systems to conserve
and sustai nably use forest biological diversity

In Estonia the forest managenent and forest product
certification is encouraged fromvariety of involved parties,
i ncludi ng the governnent, NGOs, forest owners and | ocal
communities. The certification forns include FSC (Forest

St ewar dshi p Council) system PEFC (Pan- European For est
Certification) and | SO 14001 standard.

18. Has your country devel oped effective and equitable i nformati on systens and
strategi es and pronoted inplenmentati on of those strategies for in situ and ex situ
conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest genetic diversity?

a) no

b) relevant information system and strategy under devel opnment X

c) relevant information systemin place

d) relevant strategies in place (please provide details)

e) relevant information system and strategies in place (please
provi de detail s)

Further comments on the strategies for in situ and ex situ conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of forest genetic diversity

According to the Estoni an Forestry Devel opnent Plan (2003) The
first anong main shortcom ngs of the public forestry

adm ni strati on have been defined as insufficient gathering,
processi ng and anal ysing of forestry-related information. This
regards al so communi cation anong di fferent organizations dealing
wi th the sustainabl e managenent and use of biodiversity. It is
tasked currently, that information on forests and forest
managenent will be maintained in an integral information system
(registry). Access to the registry will be guaranteed for the
public authorities, for conpanies engaged in obtaining and
buyi ng up of tinber to enable themto determ ne the origin of
procured tinber as well as for environnental organisations. The
registry will be continuously updated to ensure the adequate
nmeeting of potential new demands incl. those of foreseen in
strategies for in situ and ex situ conservation and sustai nabl e
use of forest genetic diversity.

12




19. I's your country promoting the fair and equitable sharing of benefits resulting from
the utilization of forest genetic resources and associ ated traditional know edge?

a) no X

b) rel evant policies and progranmes under devel opnent

c) sone policies and progranmmes in place (please specify)

d) conprehensive policies and programes in place (please specify)

Further comments on the policies and progranmes for pronoting the fair and equitabl e
sharing of benefits resulting fromthe utilization of forest genetic resources and

associ ated traditional know edge

Programme El ement 2: Institutional and Soci o-econom ¢ Enabling
Envi r onment

20. I's your country inproving the understanding of the various causes of forest
bi odi versity | osses?

a) no

b) alimted anal ysis being undertaken

c) a thorough anal ysis bei ng undertaken X

d) yes, some anal yses conpleted and results avail abl e (pl ease
outline some findings fromthese anal yses)

e) yes, conprehensive anal ysis conpleted and results avail abl e
(pl ease provide sonme findings fromthese anal yses)

Furt her coments on the analysis of the various causes of forest biodiversity |osses
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Recently the several ecosystem|evel inventories have been
carried out which partly indicate the status of forest
managenent sustainability: Inventory of old-growmh forest (by
Estonian Fund for Nature, in 1993-1996); Inventory of wooded
meadows (by Estonian Fund for Nature, in 1995-1996); Inventory
of wetland types (by Mnistry of the Environment, in 1997-1998);
Inventory of valuable forest sites and establishnent of forest
conservation area network in Estonia (by Estonian Forest Centre,
1996- 2000) and inventory of woodl and key habitats (coordi nated
by Mnistry of the Environnment, 1999-2002.

Estonia has worked out its national criteria and indicators for
sust ai nabl e forest managenent according to Pan- European

M nisterial Forestry process. The Pan-European criteria and
indicators will be further devel oped within the Pan-European
process and the conparability between national statistics

i nproved. At the nonent there are on-goi ng di scussions about the
possibility to produce data on regular intervals.

However, the understandi ng of various causes of forest
bi odi versity losses is still limted and additional focussed and
conpr ehensi ve anal ysis needs to be done.

21. Has your country integrated biodiversity conservati on and sustai nabl e use into
forest and ot her sector policies and programes?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) yes, integrated into policies and programes in some sectors X
(pl ease provide details)

d) yes, integrated into policies and progranmes in major sectors
(pl ease provide details)

Furt her comments on the integration of biodiversity conservation and sustai nabl e use
into forest and ot her sector policies and programes

Estonia has attenpted to integrate the national biodiversity
conservation and sustainable use into forest and ot her sector
policies and programes nostly through national biodiversity
strategy and action plan, inter alia applying the ecosystem
approach and sust ai nabl e resource nanagenent. In forestry
sector it has been perforned in the Estonian Forest Policy
(1997); in advanced and nore specific manner in decennial
Estoni an Forestry Devel opment Pl an (2002).

22. Has your country devel oped good governance practices, reviewed and revised and
i mpl emented forest and forest-related | ans, tenure and pl anni ng systens, to provide a
sound basis for conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity?

a) no
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b) revi ew under way X

c) review and revision conpleted

d) sone good governance practices and rel ated | aws devel oped and
i mpl ement ed (pl ease provide details)

e) a conprehensive set of practices and | aws devel oped and
i mpl enented (pl ease provide details)

Furt her conmments on the practices and | aws devel oped and i nplemented to provide a
sound basis for conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity

Estoni a applies the foll owi ng good governance practices of

sust ai nabl e managenent and use of forest biological diversity:

| egi sl ation, policies, devel opnent plans, action plans,
nmoni tori ng programmes and forest survey. Currently sone

activities are underway to devel op good governance practices,
forest-related | aws, tenure and planning systens to provide a

sound basis for conservati on and sustai nabl e use of forest
bi odi versity.

23. I's your country promoting forest |aw enforcement and addressing rel ated trade?

a) no

b) review under way

c) potential nmeasures identified X

d) yes, sone neasures in place to strengthen | aw enforcement and
address rel ated trade

e) yes, conprehensive neasures in place to strengthen | aw
enforcenent and address rel ated trade

24. |s your country mtigating the econonic failures and distortions that lead to
decisions that result in |oss of forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) revi ew under way

c) potential neasures identified X

d) yes, sone neasures taken (please provi de details)

e) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (pl ease provide details)

Furt her comrents on the neasures taken to mitigate econonmic failures and distortions

that lead to decisions that result in |oss of forest biodiversity
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The share of forestry and wood industry in Estonian GDP has been
constantly increasing in the | ast decade. Wod industry forned
1/7 of the total volunme of manufacturing industry in 2001. In
the sane year, the share of forest products exceeded 13% of the
total value of the national export. The favourable influence of
forestry to the national trade bal ance should be stressed as a
very high share of its production inputs is of domestic origin.
However, there are only few neasures mtigating the economc
failures and distortions that |ead to decisions that result in
| oss of forest biodiversity identified yet. As an exanple there
are in place sone schenes to provide narket incentives for the
use of sustainable practices and develop alternative incone
generati on programres of |ocal comunities.

25. I's your country increasing public support and understanding of the value of forest
bi odi versity and its goods and services at all |evels?

a) no

b) rel evant programme under devel opnent

c) yes, some programmes in place X

d) yes, conprehensive programes in place

Programre El enent 3: Know edge, Assessnent and Monitoring’

26. Has your country reviewed and adopted a m ni mum forest classification system based
on harnoni zed and accepted forest definitions and addressi ng key forest biodiversity
el ement s?

a) no

b) revi ew under way

c) review conpl et ed

d) a forest classification system adopted X

27. Has your country devel oped national forest ecosystemclassification systens and
maps that use agreed international standards and protocol s?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) yes, classification systens in place X

28. Has your country devel oped specific forest ecosystenms surveys in priority areas for
conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity?

a) no

b) wunder consideration

c) relevant surveys bei ng pl anned

d) relevant surveys conpl eted (pl ease provide details)

e) results of relevant surveys avail abl e (pl ease provi de details) X
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Furt her coments on the surveys of specific forest ecosystens in priority areas for
conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity

Recently the several forest ecosystemsurveys in priority areas
for conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biodiversity have
been carried out: Inventory of old-growmh forest types (by
Estonian Fund for Nature, in 1993-1996); Inventory of wooded
meadows (by Estonian Fund for Nature, in 1995-1996); Inventory
of wetland types (by Mnistry of the Environment, in 1997-1998);
I nventory of valuable forest sites and establishnent of forest
conservation area network in Estonia (by Estonian Forest Centre,
1996- 2000) and inventory of woodl and key habitats (coordi nated
by Mnistry of the Environment, 1999-2002).

29. | s your country advanci ng the devel opnment and i npl ementati on of international
regional and national criteria and indicators based on key regi onal, subregional and
national neasures within the framework of sustainable forest nmanagenent?

a) no

b) rel evant programe under devel opnent

c) sone criteria and indicators devel oped (please provide details) X

d) conprehensive indicators devel oped (pl ease provide detail s)

Furt her coments on the devel opnent and inpl enentation of criteria and indicators

Since 1988 the European Network of Pernmanent Sanple Plots for
Moni toring of Forest Ecosystens the level | network for
nmonitoring of forests was established. In Estonia, the Centre
of Forest Protection and Silviculture has been coordi nating
the survey, based on a 16*16 km network with 92 pernmanent
sanple plots covering the forest area of the whole country.
Moni tori ng network has been established according to the
Strasbourg Resolution 1 and Manual on the nmethods and criteria
for harnoni sed sanpling, assessnent, nonitoring and anal ysis
of the effects of air pollution on forests. Altogether, nore
than 2100 sanple trees have been used.

Estonia has worked out its national criteria and indicators

for sustainable forest nanagenent accordi ng to Pan- Eur opean

M nisterial Forestry process. The Pan-European criteria and

indicators will be further devel oped within the Pan-European
process and the conparability between national statistics

i mproved. At the nonent there are on-goi ng di scussi ons about
the possibility to produce data on regular intervals.

30. Has your country conducted key research programres on the rol e of forest
bi odi versity and ecosystem functi oni ng?

a) no

b) research prograns under devel opnent X

c) yes, some research progranms conducted

d) yes, conprehensive research prograns conducted
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31. I's your country enhancing and i nproving the technical capacity at the nationa
|l evel to nonitor forest biodiversity, benefiting fromthe opportunities offered
t hrough the Cl earing House Mechani sm of CBD?

a) no

b) capacity buil ding programe under devel opnment X

c) yes, some programmes in place (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive programes in place (please provide details)

Furt her coments on the programes to enhance and inprove the technical capacity at
the national |level to nonitor forest biodiversity

Estoni a has i nproved the technical capacity at the national

| evel inter alia to nonitor forest biodiversity, benefiting from
the GEF funded project GF/2716-01-4354 “Assessnent of Capacity
bui | di ng needs for Biodiversity and Participation in C earing
House Mechanismin Estonia”, including sub-projects “The

bi odi versity indicators of sustainable forestry” and

“Bi odiversity conservation and sustainabl e use in Estonia:
Mappi ng of the international obligations”.
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