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Pl ease provide summary informati on on the process by which this report has

been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders who have

been actively involved in its preparation and on material which was used as
a basis for the report

This report has been prepared by the Federal Mnistry of the Environnent,
Nat ure Conservati on and Nucl ear Safety in cooperation with the Federa
Envi ronnent al Agency and the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation.

It is based on current scientific literature and the foll owi ng Research and
Devel opnent Projects:

- No. 107 99 999/03. Published by Umel t bundesant (Eds.) 1996: Changes in
fauna and flora as a result of watercourse devel opnent - nezoans and
neophytes, Novenber 16, 1995. TEXTE 74/96 (German and English).

- No. 2 98 82779/05. Published by Umeltbundesant (Eds.) 1999: Alien
Organisnms in Germany - Docunentation of a Conference on 5 and 6 March, 1998.
TEXTE 18/ 99 (English). TEXTE 55/99 (Gernan).

- No. 108 02 901/02. Published by Umeltbundesant (Eds.) 1999: Rel ease of
non-native organi sns — policy and practice. TEXTE 20/ 99 (Gernan).

- No. 102 04 250. Published by Umwel t bundesant (Eds.) 2000: |ntroduction of
non-i ndi genous organisns into the North Sea and Baltic Sea: investigations on
t he Ecol ogi cal inpact through ship traffic. TEXTE 5/00 (German).

Ongoi ng Research and Devel opnent Proj ects:

No. 296 89 901/01. Study on the effect of biology and genetics of selected
neozoans on the ecosystem and conparison with the potential effects of
genetical ly engi neered organi sns.

No. 296 85 900. Changes in the genetic stock of native ani mal species caused
by crossing with non-native species and domestic strains (including
genetical ly engi neered organisns).

No. 299 81 202. Devel opnent of risk assessnment criteria for the rel ease of
alien plant species: inpacts on plant communiti es and sel ected ani mal s.

No. 800 86 001. Study on the effects of fresh water fisheries managenent on
bi ol ogi cal diversity.




Article 8h Alien species

What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the

associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a)

Hi gh b) Medium X c) Low

To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and

recommendat i ons nmade?

a)

Good b) Adequate c) Limting x | d) Severely limting

Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only major species of concern

c) a conprehensive systemtracks introductions

Has your country devel oped national policies for addressing issues
i nvasi ve speci es?

related to alien

a) no

b) yes — as part of a national biodiversity strategy (please give
detai | s bel ow)

c) yes — as a separate strategy (please give details bel ow)

Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens, habitats or species by the

i ntroduction of these alien species?

a) no

b) only sone alien species of concern have been assessed

c) nost alien species have been assessed

Has your country undertaken neasures to prevent the introduction of

eradi cate those alien speci es which threaten ecosystens, habitats or species?

, control

or

a) no nmeasures

b) sone nmeasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

Decision I'V/1 Report and reconmendati ons of the third neeting of SBSTTA

I's your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at nat

) ¢ t I national, regional,
sub-regional and international |levels to address the issue of alien species?

a) little or no action

b) discussion on potential projects under way

c) active devel opnent of new projects




8. Does your national strategy and action plan address the issue of alien species?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Case- st udi es

9. Has your country submtted case-studies on the prevention of introduction, control
and eradi cation of alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or species, in
response to the call by the fourth neeting of SBSTTA?

a) no — please indicate bel ow whether this is due to a | ack of
avai | abl e case-studi es or for other reasons

b) yes — please give bel ow any views you may have on the X
useful ness of the preparati on of case-studies for devel oping a
better biol ogi cal understanding of the probl em and/or better
nmanagenent responses.

10. How many case-studi es are available that could be used to gain a better
under st andi ng of the issues surrounding alien species in your country?

a) none
b) 1-2 — |imted understandi ng
c) >2 - significant information avail abl e X

Transboundary i ssues

11. Are known alien invasive species in your country also a problemin neighbouring or
bi ogeographi cal I y-sim | ar countries?

a) not known

b) none

c) a few— but in general alien invasive species problens are
specific

d) nore than a few - in general we share common problens wth X
ot her countries

12. I's your country collaborating in the devel opment of policies and programes at
regi onal, sub-regional or international |evels to harnonise measures for prevention
and control of alien invasive species?

a) little or no action

b) discussion on potential collaboration underway X

c) devel opnent of collaborative approaches for a |imted nunmber
of species

d) consistent approach and strategy used for all common probl ens

Furt her comments

About 12% (256 species) of the flora of the Federal Republic of Germany (2147
speci es) have been classified as alien plant species which occur regularly.
Only a small fraction (1 to 2% of the total number of introduced species
(about 12,000) has succeeded, however, in establishing itself permanently in
aut ocht honous ecosystens. The preci se nunmber of alien animal species in
Germany still remains to be determined; it is presently estinmated at about
2.9% (1322 species) of the fauna, of which about 262 speci es have becone

est abli shed i n autocht honous ecosystens. For narine ecosystens the nunber of
alien species introduced with ballast water, tank sedinments and on the hul

of ships is estimated at 7.4 mll. organisns daily, or about 86 individuals
per second.




The | arge nunbers of alien organisms introduced into Germany do not generally
endanger the biodiversity on a |large scale. Anthropogenic dispersal of native
speci es to inadequate sites induces just as many ecol ogical problens. Alien
speci es, however, create inportant small-scal e ecosystem changes at sonme

| ocations. But the possibility of an "ecol ogical disaster" does exist.

In the context of national law, 8 20 d para. 2 of the Federal Nature
Conservation Act (Bundesnaturschutzgesetz, BNatSchG foresees framework

regul ations for the release of alien animals and plants into the wild (in die
freie Natur).

In addition the Federal Plant Protection act (Pflanzenschutzgesetz, PflSchGQ
provides for the protection of plants on the federal |evel mainly of
cultivated plants including forests agai nst pests of plants which include
alien species. Measures against the introduction and spread of plant pests

i ncluding eradication are based on §8 3, 4 and 5 Pfl SchG These neasures are
specified in a federal order and are fully harnoni sed inside the EU by the
Directive 2000/ 29/ EC. They are based on the International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC) and are in line with the International Standards avail abl e
in that franmework. There are also other regul ations regarding alien organi sns
in the sectors of agriculture, forestry, aquaculture, seed |icensing, aninal
protection, narine |law etc. This sectoral approach needs to be harnoni sed.

Li censi ng procedures according to the Federal Nature Conservation Act require
that the possibility of "contam nation" be prevented. A guideline with
appropriate criteria is in the process of being devel oped to help the federa
states (Lander) conduct the necessary risk assessnments and to standardise the
I i censi ng procedures throughout Germany.

However, applications for licences to release alien plants and aninals, are
only received in conparatively nodest quantities. Mst applications are nade
with the aimof reintroducing formerly native species of gane or for research
pur poses. Licenses for the inmport or release of regulated plant pests and
their host plants are issued by the responsible plant protection services in
accordance with detailed provisions of a federal order. Ri sk assessnents for
pl ant pests are perfornmed on the federal |evel. Licenses for inport or

rel ease of biocontrol agents are not required up to now but the respective
regul ation is under preparation.

Ref orms are needed with regard to nonitoring procedures (at the state,
federal, and European level), as well as with regard to the elimination of
identified threats of alien organisnms to habitats. The question of liability
nmust be clarified.

The rel evant EC provisions do prescribe sone duties to report and consult.
These nust be taken into account. The Federal Nature Conservation Act does
not make such provisions. Consultation would above all be necessary and
nmeani ngf ul when rel ease m ght have cross-border consequences




