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Pl ease provide sumary information on the process by which this report

has

been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders who have
been actively involved in its preparation and on material which was used as a

basis for the report

This report was prepared by the Swiss Forest Agency - which is
a division of the Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and
Landscape (SAEFL).

It takes into account all the politically inportant aspects and
i nf ormation concer ni ng f orest bi ol ogi cal diversity in
Swi t zerl and, including:

 Forest |aws and ordi nances

e Strategic papers on Swiss forest policy

 Research projects

e« Monitoring projects

* Managenent practices

e Education and training curricula

e« Steering of subsidies

This report was elaborated in cooperation with the Nature and
Landscape Division of SAEFL, the Swiss Federal Research
Institute (WBL) and the Swiss Federal Institute of Technol ogy
(ETH) in Zurich.

There have also been contacts for advices wth cantona
authorities responsible for forest protection




Decision IV/7 on Forest biological Diversity

1. What is the relative priority afforded to i npl enentati on of this decision by your
country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomrendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting X |d) Severely limting

3. Has your country assessed the status and trends of its forest biological diversity
and identified options for its conservati on and sustai nabl e use? (Decision |IV/7,
par agr aph 12)

a) no

b) assessnent underway (please give details bel ow) X

c) assessnent conpleted (please give details bel ow

d) not rel evant

I f a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

4. Has your country requested assistance through the financial mechanismfor projects
that pronote the inplenentation of the focused work programe an forest biol ogical
di versity? (Decision |1V/7, paragraph 7)

a) no

b) yes (please give details bel ow)

Progranme elenent 1. Holistic and inter-sectoral ecosystem approaches that
i ntegrate the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity, taking
account of social and cultural and econonic considerations

5. Has your country identified nethodol ogi es for enhancing the integration of forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity conservati on and sustai nabl e use into an holistic approach to
sust ai nabl e forest nanagement at the national |evel? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 13)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X
d) not applicable

6. Has your country devel oped nethodol ogi es to advance the integration of traditional
forest-rel ated know edge into sustainable forest managenent, in accordance with
Article 8(j)? (Wirk Programre, paragraph 14)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable X




7. Has your country pronoted cooperation on the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of
forest biological resources at all levels in accordance with Articles 5 and 16 of the
Conventi on? (Work Progranme, paragraph 15)

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X
d) not applicable

8. Has your country pronoted the sharing of rel evant technical and scientific
informati on on networks at all |evels of protected forest areas and networKki ng
nodalities in all types of forest ecosystems? (Work Programme, paragraph 17)

a) no X

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

Programe el enent 2: Conprehensive analysis of the ways in which human
activities, in particular forest-managenent practices, influence biological
diversity and assessment of ways to mininize or mitigate negative influences

9. Has your country pronoted activities for an enhanced understandi ng of positive and
negati ve human influences on forest ecosystens by | and-use managers, policy nakers,
scientists and ot her rel evant stakeholders ) (Wrk Programe, paragraph 29)

a) mninmal activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

10. Has your country pronoted activities to assenbl e managenent experi ences and
scientific, indigenous and local information at the national and |local |evels to
provide for the sharing of approaches and tools that |ead to i nproved forest practices
with regard to forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 30)

a) mnimal activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

11. Has your country pronoted activities with the aimof providing options to mnimze
or mtigate negative and to pronpte positive human influences on forest biol ogical
di versity? (Wurk Programe, paragraph 31)

a) mniml activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X

d) not relevant




12. Has your country pronoted activities to nminimze the inpact of harnful alien
speci es on forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 32)

a) miniml activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

13. Has your country identified neans and nmechani sns to inprove the identification and
prioritisation of research activities related to influences of human activities, in
particul ar forest nmanagenent practices, on forest biological diversity? (Wrk
Programme, paragraph 33)

a) miniml activity

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow) X

d) not rel evant

14. Does your country hold research results and syntheses of reports of rel evant
scientific and traditional know edge on key forest biological diversity issues and, if
so, have these been dissem nated as wi dely as possible? (Wrk Programe, paragraph 34)

a) not rel evant

b) sone relevant material, but not w dely di ssem nated

c) significant material that could be nore w dely di ssem nated X
(pl ease give details bel ow)

d) yes - already wi dely dissem nated (pl ease give details bel ow)

15. Has your country prepared case-studi es on assessing inpacts of fires and alien
speci es on forest biological diversity and their influences on the nmanagenent of
forest ecosystens and savannahs? (Work Progranme, paragraph 35)

a) no — please indicate bel ow whether this is due to a | ack of
avai | abl e case-studi es or for other reasons

b) yes — please give bel ow any views you may have on the X
useful ness of the preparation of case-studies for devel oping a
better biological understandi ng of the probl em and/or better
managenent responses.

Programme el enent 3: Met hodol ogi es necessary to advance the el aboration and
i mpl enentation of criteria and indicators for forest biological diversity

16. Has your country assessed experiences gained in national and regi onal processes,
i dentifying conmon el ements and gaps in existing initiatives and inproving indicators
for forest biological diversity? (Wrk Programme, paragraph 43)

a) mninmal activity X

b) yes — limted assessnent nade (please give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant assessnent nmade (pl ease give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant




17. Has your country carried out taxonom c studies and inventories at the nati onal
| evel which provide for a basic assessnent of forest biological diversity? (Wrk

Pr ogr amme, paragraph 43)

a) mninmal activity

b) yes — limted assessnent nade (pl ease give details bel ow)

c) yes — significant assessnent made (pl ease give details bel ow) X

d) not rel evant

If you have ticked any of the boxes in questions 5 to 17 above which invite
you to provide further details, please do so here.

(I'nformation can include descriptions of methodol ogies and of activities
undert aken, reasons for success or failure, outcones and | essons | earned)



Decision IV/7 on Forest biological diversity:
Comment s

Question 3

The National Forest Inventory of Switzerland provides data on tree
diversity, structural diversity, biotope quality and the amount of
dead wood. In future, it will also provide nore precise information
about the degree of natural ness of all forest stands.

In 2000, the Swiss Biodiversity Mnitoring (BDWMCH) programe was
| aunched. This long-term programe will show for exanple how the nean
species diversity of forests changes over time in relation to other
ecosyst ens.

In order to determine whether the limted nunber of species groups
included in this progranme can provide a representative picture of a
| arger nunber of taxonomic groups, the BDMCH is being tenporarily
suppl enented by the Rapid Biodiversity Assessnent (RBA) programe,
whi ch nmonitors the local richness of arthropod norphospecies.

In a special project, the distribution of 10 rare tree species was
mapped, and a preservation programe has been initiated.

The genetic resources preservation project assesses the genetic
diversity of selected tree species and identifies nmeasures to
conserve the gene pools of these trees.

Question 5

The principle of near-natural silviculture is enshrined in the
nati onal Law on Forests. A nunber of articles set the framework for
the protection of biological diversity over the entire forest area
1) Silvicultural practices nust nake proper allowances for the
conditions prevailing on the site, and for the natural fauna and
flora. 2) Cear-felling is prohibited. 3) The use of environnentally
hazar dous substances is prohibited.

The protection of environnmentally inportant sites is regulated by the
Law on the Protection of Nature and Cultural Heritage of 1966.

In addition to these |laws, special strategies and projects focus on
the integration of biodiversity conservation into forest managenment
practices. They are concerned with the conservation of the genetic
resources of tree species, the enhancenent of rare tree species,
game- nanagenent neasures, the ecol ogical enhancenent of forest
mar gi ns, and national objectives for delimting forest reserves.

The strategy for the enhancenent of forest biological diversity is
part of the integrated Swi ss Landscape Concept.

Question 7

Cooperation is guaranteed between the forestry services at all |levels
(Confederation, <cantons, districts and ranges). At the nationa
|l evel, there is close cooperation between the Swiss Forest Agency and
the Nature and Landscape division of SAEFL to ensure an integrated
strategy for the protection of forest biodiversity. Many projects and
strategies concerning forest biodiversity have been developed in
cl ose cooperation with non-governnental organizations such as WAF and
Pro Natura Switzerl and.




Question 9

Projects of research institutes (e.g. the Swi ss Federal Research
Institute WSL) and canpaigns by NGOs, education and training
progr ammes, brochures produced by the Swiss Agency for the
Envi ronment, Forests and Landscape (SAEFL).

Question 10

There is a long tradition of near-natural silviculture respecting
| ocal conditions. Several projects have gathered |ocal information on
the distribution of rare tree species and on nanagenent practices
permtting conservation and enhancenent. In many cantons, efforts are
being made to map and preserve old-growh stands ("woodpecker
trees"). Oher projects deal wth the nmethods required for the
mai ntenance or nodelling of traditional highly dynamic cultura
forest |andscapes such as coppice or coppice with standards. Nature
protection neasures are also covered in the education and training of
foresters and forestry engi neers.

Question 11

Practical nanuals exist providing information for foresters, e.g.
brochures giving advice on pronoting a positive human influence on
forest bi odi versity, especially on forest mar gi ns. Negati ve
influences are prohibited by the forest Iaw Local political
authorities ensure that sensitive forest species are not disturbed by
wal kers, sportsnmen or tourists. Managenent practices with positive
ef fects on forest biodiversity are supported by subsi dies.

Question 13

Several research programmes deal wth direct and indirect hunman
i nfluences on forest biological diversity (e.g. programmes of the
Swi ss Federal Research Institute WSL).

Question 14

Brochures, fact sheets, articles in specialist journals and wor kshops
provide vehicles for discussion of issues in forest biology (e.g.
proposals for nore nature in the forests; nature protection in
forests; enhancenent of snail diversity in forests; enhancenent of
bi odiversity in forest margins; how to increase the amount of dead
wood in forests; enhancenent of the rare tree species in forests;
wor kshops on forest reserve policy).

Question 15

The expansion of alien invasive species is being studied in the
forests of the southern slopes of the Alps (Canton of Ticino). In the
sanme area, experinents have been carried out to study the inpact of
fires on biodiversity.

Case studies are useful in evaluating the long-term effects of alien
species and fires on forest biodiversity within a specific area.
However, it will probably be difficult to generalize fromthe results
of these |ocal studies.




Question 16

First steps have been taken towards such an assessnent. Indicators of
forest biological diversity need to be inproved.

Question 17
Many taxonomic studies, Red Lists and inventories are available,
covering nearly all the inportant taxonomc groups (particularly

vascular plants, nmanmals, birds, butterflies, snails, reptiles,
fungi, etc.). Extensive data are available in floristic and faunistic
dat abases (on the taxonony, distribution and ecol ogy of endangered
speci es).




