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Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on nmaterial which
was used as a basis for the report

The present report reflects above al the achievements of the Republic of Bulgariain the field of
biodiversity conservation during the period following 1998. The great part of the legislation
(acts) related to the issue was finalized at that time. The institutions responsible for the
biodiversity conservation and management were strengthened in terms of staff and finance. The
public awareness basis for the biodiversity conservation was broadened.

The present report was developed by a team of specialists from the Ministry of Environment and
Water, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forest, the scientific research institutes from the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Universities and NGOs. Experts from the National Nature
Protection Service of the MOEW wrote the final edition of the report.

The main sources used for writing the report are:

The National Biological Diversity Conservation Strategy, Washington, D.C.: Biodiversity
Support Program c¢/o World Wildlife Fund, 1994;

The National Biological Biodiversity Conservation Plan,ISBN 954-9724-21-2, UNDP, 2000;
National Action Plan for the Conservation of the Most Important Wetlands in Bulgaria, Ministry
of Environment, Sofia, 1995;

First National Report on Biodiversity Conservation, 1998;

The Green Gold of Bulgaria, ISBN 954-748-010-3, USAID, 200,

From policy to implementation, ISBN 92-807-1923-8, Secretariat of the CBD, 2000;

Annual report for the state of environment in Bulgaria (Green Book), Sofia 1998;

Annual report for the state of environment in Bulgaria (Green Book), Sofia 1999;

Annual report for the state of environment in Bulgaria (Green Book), Sofia 2000
http://nfp-bg.eionet.eu.int ;

Emerald Network Pilot Project in Bulgaria,Report, T-PVS/Emerald (2000) 4;

Spiridonov, G. et a., 1998, Final report and Database of CORINE Biotops Project- Bulgaria;
Reports from international projects;

Scientific and research reports from contracts signed by MOEW.




Pl ease provide information on any particul ar circunstances in your
country that are relevant to understandi ng the answers to the questions
in this report

Biodiversity is the most valuable resource for the sustainable development of mankind. It is
closely connected to life on the planet and is of essential importance for the present and future
generations. With regard to the fact that the threats for the ecosystems and the species have never
been so strong, the states in the world came to an agreement in Rio de Janeiro to take the
responsibility for biodiversity conservation and the sustainable use of the biological resources.
Bulgaria is among Europe’'s most biodiversity rich countries. Despite the considerable
difficulties and challenges in a period of transition to a market economy, the concern for
biodiversity conservation is a fact. It has been confirmed both by our national legislation and by
Bulgaria's accession to the international acts and initiativesin thisfield.

According to the Constitution,“The Republic of Bulgaria shall ensure the protection and
reproduction of the environment, the maintenance and diversity of living Nature and the
sustainable use of the country's natural and other resources’ (Article 15).”

The most important recent goal of the Republic of Bulgaria is to join the structures of the EU.
The Governmental departments, different NGO's, the local authorities, the municipalities,
political parties and non-political unions, the scientific and cultural societies, citizens occupied
in the materia (economical) and nonmaterial spheres also take part in the process. The
endeavors of our country aim at preparing to carry out and at carrying out the European
directivesin the different fields of the socio-economical and spiritual spheres.

“Environtment” is one of the most important chaptere in which the starting of negotiations
between the EU and Bulgariais planned during this year. The normative, activities and other
requirements connected to the protection of separate components of the environment — air, water,
soil, mineral resources, plants and animals — as well as the protection of the nature as a complex
of its components, and especially the Biodiversity protection, will be specified within the frames
of the “Environment” direction.

Part of the activities of the “Environment” direction, and, namely, those connected to the
biodiversity protection, are related to the “Nature” direction. The European legislation includes
several directives and regulations on the latter. These are exactly the ones that our legislation
must comply with. And, moreover, they are not the only ones. Bulgaria has signed numerous
international conventions that are wholly or partially connected to biodiversity protection.
According to the Constitution of the Republic, the signed and ratified international contracts are
to be kept as strictly as the national laws themselves. Since the statements in these conventions
to great extent are general, a national law is required to adapt them to the local conditions. The
Biodiversity Act is the means to coordinate the Bulgarian legisation to the European directives
and international conventions in the field of biodiversity protection. The first consideration of
that Act by the Commission on the Environment at the Bulgarian Parliament took place on
December 14™, 2000. It is presumed that the Act will pass in the Parliament by the end of year
2001.

The main tool to reach the aims of the Biodiversity Act is the establishment of a National
Ecological Network of protected areas and protected zones to save the biological diversity in the
country.

According to the Protected Areas Act, 1998, as protected areas are treated the national and
nature parks, reserves and managed reserves, protected sites and nature monuments. Protected
zones is the adopted in Bulgaria equivalent for the well known in Europe Areas of Speciad
Conservation Interests (ASCIs) and the Special Areas for Conservation (SACs). The protected




4

zones may include protected areas — the latter will form the cores (central parts) of the former.
The totality of all protected zones in the country is a part of the National Ecological Network and
will represent the national part of the European Ecological Network EMERALD (Emerald
Network) and the national part of the NATURA 2000 Network when the country joins the EC.
The creation of an Ecological Network of protected zones in the country is a great challenge.
Certain premise for the solution of the problem is the gained so far experience, mostly from the
development of the Corine Biotopes ecological database, the Emerald Network Pilot Project, the
cadastre of protected areas (now under construction).




The COP has established programmes of work that respond to a number of Articles. Please identify the
relative priority accorded to each theme and the adequacy of resources. Thiswill allow subsequent
information on implementation of each Articleto be put into context. There are other questions on

implementation of the programmes of work at the end of these guidelines.

I nl and wat er ecosystens

1. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programe in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomrendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting

Marine and coastal biol ogical diversity

3. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work progranmme in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

4. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting

Agricul tural biological diversity

5. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programme in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

6. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate




c) Limting X

d) Severely limting

Forest biol ogical diversity

7. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work progranmme in your
country?

a) High X
b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

8. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting

Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands

9. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programre in your
country?

a) High
b) Medi um X
c) Low

d) Not relevant

10. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting




Further conments on work progranmes and priorities

1; 3; 5; 7; 9. Bulgaria has very rich biodiversity. The country’s conditions allow for the existence
of a biota with 94 mammals, 383 hirds, 36 reptiles, 16 amphibians, 207 Black-Sea and fresh
water fishes, around 27,000 insects and other invertebrates, 3,500-3,750 vascular plant species
and more than 6,500 non-vascular plants and fungi.

Endemic plants account for about 5% of the entire flora.

Endemic are also 8.8% of non-insect and 4.3% of the insect species.

Categorized as rare in the flora and fauna have aso been more than 700 vascular plants, 567
non-insect invertebrates, more than 1.500 insect species; 29 species of Black Sea and fresh water
fishes; 2 species of snakes; 78 birds and at least 10 large mammal species including the Black
Sea monk seal, endemic dolphin subspecies — the sea porpoise and the bottle-nosed dolphin,
chamois, brown bear, wolf, otter and the European marbled polecat.

As a result of the anthropogenic pressure, a number of Bulgarian species have decreased to a
level of becoming extinct during the last decades. They include at least 31 vascular plant species,
7 invertebrates, 3 fish species, 2 snakes, 3 birds, 2 (or, possibly, 3) mammal species and 6 local
animal breeds.

Bulgariais characterized by a large diversity of plant and anima communities and has examples
of almost all main types of habitats and biotopes known in Europe. In addition to commercial
species (including timber trees, Black Sea and fresh water species fish, more than 200 edible
mushroom species and scores of local medicinal plants), Bulgaria is the motherland of many
traditional and rare cultivatars and breeds,and many wild relatives of domesticated species.

The management of the biodiversity protection and the sustainable use of the biological resources in the country is
carried out differentially, based on the specifications of the separate groups of ecosystems. The following groups of
ecosystems are subject to the National Biodiversity Conservation Plan:

-Marine ecosystems;

-Coastal ecosystems,

-Wetlands along the Black Sea coastling;
-The Danube and wetlands along the Danube;
-Inland water and wetland ecosystems;
-Forest ecosystems;

-Mountain (pasture) ecosystems;
-Agroecosystems;

-Low-land (grass) ecosystems.

Biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands is also subject of attention and is considered
where these lands are available. The dry and sub-humid lands are present most often in the forest
and mountain regions.

All groups of ecosystems include unique habitats and are inhabited by rare, endangered species,
representative or economically valuable plant and animal species. If for any economical reason
the development of national or international programmes is possible in the future only for some
of the ecosystems, the following order of priority may be undertaken:

-Inland water ecosystems,

-Marine and coastal ecosystems,

-Forest ecosystems.
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2;4;6;8;10. The national resources for accomplishment of the obligations and recommendations
for reaching the aims in any of the ecosystem groups are rather limited than adequate. This is
due to both the economical difficulties suffered by the country at the moment and to the
character of the nature protection investment process. Though investigations in the field are
extremely important, the funds are invested for long terms with small economical efficiency.
Foreign donors are seeked for the protection of the Bulgarian nature, respectively biodiversity.




Article 5 Cooperation

11. What is the relative priority afforded to i nplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

12. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate X lc) Linmting d) Severely liniting

Further conmments on relative priority and on availability of resources

11; 12. The aims at biodiversity protection and sustainable use of the biological resourcesin the different countriesin
the world cannot be reached without international partnership. That is because the biological diversity is a global
phenomenon, and the state borders must not part the countries but unite them for the execution of joint programmes
inthefield.

The international cooperation in the field in question is a high-priority task for Bulgaria. The country resources are
adequate for a partnership with closer or more distant countries.

13. I's your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond
national jurisdiction for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogi ca
di versity?

a) bilateral cooperation (please give details bel ow)

b) international programes (please give details bel ow)

c) international agreenents (please give details bel ow)

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

14. Has your country devel oped effective cooperation for the sustainabl e nmanagenent of
transboundary wat ersheds, catchnments, river basins and m gratory species through
bilateral and nultilateral agreenents?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

Decision 1V/15. The relationship of the CBD with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, other international agreenents,
institutions and processes or rel evance

15. Has your country devel oped managenent practices for transboundary protected areas?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow X

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant




10

Deci sion V/21. Co-operation with other bodies

16. Has your country collaborated with the International Biodiversity Qoservation Year
of DI VERSI TAS, and ensured conplenentarity with the initiative foreseen to be
undertaken by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity to increase scientific

know edge and public awareness of the crucial role of biodiversity for sustainable
devel opnent ?

a) no

b) to a limted extent

c) to a significant extent X

Decision V/27. Contribution of the Convention on Biological Diversity
to the ten-year review of progress achieved since the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent

17. I's your country planning to highlight and enphasi ze bi ol ogi cal diversity
considerations in its contribution to the ten-year revi ew of progress since the Earth
Summi t ?

a) no

b) yes X

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

13. Bulgaria's cooperation with other countries for the biodiversity protection and sustainable use takes different
forms;

- Bulgaria has a bilatera partnership with the USA, Switzerland, Monaco, France, Denmark,
Germany, Austria, Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and other countries. The international projects
between the governments of Republic of Bulgaria and of the above countries are devel oped
usually on the basis of signed Memorandum of understanding. As Bulgaria's economy is in
transition now, most of the resources needed for the execution of these projects are
undertaken usually by the foreign participants (see Question 84, please);

- Bulgaria takes part in large number of programmes, related to protection of different
components of the environment. The relative share of the funds for biodiversity protection in
these programmes is not big. Such programmes are those of PHARE, FAO, UNESCO, EU
Accession Programme, Cooperative Programme for assessment of the air pollution impact on
the forest systems, etc.

- Bulgariaisasignatory to the following global or pan-European conventions:

- Biodiversity Convention;
- Convention on the Conservation of the Wild European Flora and Fauna and Natural

Habitats (Bern);

- Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES);

- Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl
Habitat;

- Convention for the Conservation of marine live resources of the Antarctic (ANTCOM);

- Convention on the Conservation of the World and Cultural Heritage;

- European Convention on Landscape Protection;

- UN Convention on Overcome of the Transformation into Deserts of Countries suffering
Sever Droughts and/or Transformation into Deserts, and Especially Africa.
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The country fulfillsits obligation, originating from the enumerated conventions.

14. Signed and ratified by Bulgaria are the following regional conventions related to biodiversity conservation:

—  Convention of 1958 on Fishing in the Danube;

—  Convention of 1959 on Fishing in the Black Sea;

—  Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution.

Through inclusion into the European ecological networks Emerald and, later, Natura, Bulgaria will
undertake obligation for protection of the migratory birds. The criteria for selection of protected
areas to be included in the ecological networks, the procedure of announcement, the management
and support of the zones are presented in the Biodiversity Act.

15. The Stability Pact of the East-European countries stipulates the establishment of
transboundary protected areas:

- Inwestern Stara Planina— with Serbia;

- In the Malashevska mountain —with Macedonia;

- In the Belasica mountain — with Greece and Macedonia.

The establishment of the following transboundary protected areas is at the stage of preliminary
negotiations:

- with Romania— along Danube lower basin;

- with Turkey — in the Strandzha mountain;

- with Greece — in the Rhodopes mountains.

16. Bulgaria cooperates with UNESCO. A representative of MOEW is included in the National
Commission to UNESCO. The country accomplishes al the recommendations of the
international organization, relevant to the world nature heritage protection, and takes part in the
UNESCO educationa initiatives, in contacting society in order to elucidate to the population the
essence of biodiversity and itsimportance to the sustainable devel opment of the society.

The Pirin National Park and the Srebarna Biosphere Reserve are announced objects of the world
heritage.

17 of the Bulgarian reserves and managed reserves are included in the “Man and Biosphere’
UNESCO Programme as biosphere reserves.

17. In connection to the 10™ anniversary of the Rio de Janeiro Conference, Bulgaria is planning
the presentation of areview of the country’s achievements in the field of biodiversity protection.
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Article 6 General neasures for conservati on and sustai nabl e use

18. What is the relative priority afforded to i nplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

19. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate X c) Linmting d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

18; 19. The execution of the conditions of Art. 6 of the Biodiversity Convention has the highest
priority for Bulgaria. Its successful protection and sustainable use of the biological resources are
impossible without a clear view of the goals, without exact definitions of the activities that are to
be carried out, without the time schedule of the activities and the legidative, institutional,
organizational, staff and financial backup. As the main documents, demanded by that article are
already created, it could be accepted that the used for the purpose resources have been sufficient.
However, the crucial role of the foreign help must be pointed out (see Question 28, please).

20. What is the status of your national biodiversity strategy (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) conpletedl

e) conpleted and adopt ed2

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e X

21. What is the status of your national biodiversity action plan (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) conpl eted2

e) conpleted and adopted2

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e X

22. Do your national strategies and action plans cover all articles of the Convention
(6a)?

a) sone articles only

b) nobst articles X

c) all articles

1/ Please provide information requested at the end of these guidelines.
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23. Do your national strategies and action plans cover integration of other sectoral
activities (6b)?

a) no

b) sone sectors

c) all mmjor sectors X

d) all sectors

Decision I1/7 and Decision I11/9 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8

24. |s action being taken to exchange i nformati on and share experi ence on the national
action planning process with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of strategies, plans and/or case-studies X

c) regional neetings X

25. Do all of your country's strategies and action plans include an international
cooper ati on conponent ?

a) no X

b) yes

26. Are your country’s strategies and action plans coordinated with those of
nei ghbouring countri es?

a) no

b) bilateral/nultilateral discussions under way

c) coordinated in sone areas/themnes X

d) fully coordinated

e) not applicable

27. Has your country set neasurable targets within its strategies and action pl ans?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) programme in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

I f a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

28. Has your country received support fromthe financial nechanismfor the preparation
of its national strategy and action plan?

a) no

b) yes X

I f yes, which was the | nplenenting Agency (UNDP/ UNEP/ Worl d Bank) ?
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Decisions 111/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

29. Are the national focal points for the CBD and the conpetent authorities of the
Ramsar Convention, Bonn Convention and Cl TES cooperating in the inplenmentation of
t hese conventions to avoid duplication?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

20; 21; 22. The National Biodiversity Conservation Strategy (NBCS), developed in 1994 in
accordance with the international Convention on Biological Diversity, is the first document of
this origin to be created in a country from Central and East Europe. The National strategy
defines the main directions for development of biodiversity protection in the country. According
to the Strategy, the key elements that demand urgent support from the Bulgarian side and the
international society are:

- Scientific backup and support to the nature conservation activities,

- Support to legidative initiatives;

- Enlargement and support to the network of protected aress;

- Ecological education and cooperated consultancy;

- Development and implementation of eco-tourism policy;

- Encouragement of protection of the Black Sea and the biological diversity of the Balkans.

The National Biodiversity Conservation Plan (NBCP) includes 96 concrete activities, connected

with biodiversity conservation, to be implemented by the end of 2003.

According to the Plan, the main activities for achieving the country’ s biodiversity conservation

areasfollows:

- Drafting of acts and normative documents, creation of monitoring systems, cadastre of the
protected areas and geographic-information systems,

- Ingtitutional strengthening of biodiversity conservation in-situ;

- Establishment and maintenance of a National eco-network;

- Restoration and maintenance activities related to the restoration of habitats and to
conservation of endangered species and of their genetic resources;

- Strengthening of the scientific base for biodiversity conservation;

- Information, education and training.

The financing of the plan’s activities is assigned to different institutions, responsible for the
socio-economic sectors in the country. The organization of the national plan’s implementation
and the mechanism for its actualization alow change in case of implementation conditions
change.

The report on the execution of the activities under the NBCP for the period from its adoption till
August 2000 was approved by the Council of Ministers of Bulgaria. Of the 41 tasks included in
the plan for implementation, 4 tasks were completed during that period, for 32 of the activities
the terms are overdue, and the implementation of 5 of the activities will start in the next term.
5004 thousand levas were spent altogether during the quoted period. 2588 thousand of them
were provided by foreign donors and 2123 thousand — by the National Fund for Environment
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Protection.
The activities, recommended by the NBCS, as well as those included in the NBCP for
implementation, cover most of the articles of the Biodiversity Convention.

23. Representatives of the country social-economical sectors took part both in the creation of the
Strategy and in the National Plan for Biodiversity Conservation. The institutions in charge of the
different sectors have undertaken responsibility for the financing and implementation of the
corresponding tasks of the NBCP. Besides the Ministry of Environment and Water, main
participants in the implementation of the activities outlined in the NBCP are also the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forest, the Ministry of Economy, the Ministry of Education and Science and
others.

24; 26. Since Bulgaria is one of the first European countries to develop a Strategy for
Biodiversity Conservation, its experience in the field was used by other countries. Bulgaria used
the biodiversity protection know-how of some of the leading countries for the Plan's
development and coordinated some of the planned activities with the neighbour countries, and
especialy with Romania and Greece.

27. The ams of the National Strategy are not to be measured. However, the expenses on the

implementation of the different activities, enumerated in the plan, are strictly defined.

The “rate of achievement” of the two main goals of the National Biodiversity Conservation Plan

(by means of implementation of the included therein activities) is determined as follows:

- Inthefield of biodiversity protection monitoring should be used for the identification of the
status, the type and the degree of impact on the biological species and ecosystems;

- Monitoring of the impact on biodiversity;

- Specia monitoring and evaluation of the impact of threats on those ecosystems, for which
activities are planned or carried out in order to eliminate the threats or diminish their
conseguences;

- Establishment of database of species;

- Estimation of the status of vegetation in particular areas or throughout the country;

- Dataon the status of environment by components:

- inthe areas of distribution of certain endangered species,
- in the areas of distribution of species of higher economic value
- in other selected areas of the country.

The data received from the monitoring are kept and updated in a database, the elaboration of
which, as well as the establishment and maintenance of GIS for protected areas and biodiversity,
isincluded in the NBCP as activity for implementation.

The work on the creation of the above described monitoring started in 2000.

The main criteria for sustainable use of the biological resources, based mainly on the example of
the use of the forest resources, are as follows:

-Maintenance and increase of resources:
Indicators:
-Changes in area covered with various vegetation types, predominantly forests;
-Changesin the biological stock;
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-Changes in the age structure of the forests.

- Maintenance of the vitality of the ecosystems:
Indicators:
Changesin defoliation;
Degree of damage due to biotic and abiotic factors (diseases and insects, fires, windfalls,
windbreaks, game, etc.)
Changes in the balance of nutrients;
Changesin soil acidity.

- Maintenance and increase in the production functions of the ecosystems:
Indicators:
Balance of growth and use;
Percentage of the area managed under the management plans,
Changes of the total quantity and value of forest and plant and animal products.

- Maintenance, conservation and expansion of the sources of ecological resources:
Indicators:
-Changes in the area covered by natural vegetation;
-Changes of the numbers of endangered species;
-Changes of the share of mixed ecosystems;
-Changes of the area of naturally restorable ecosystems,
-Changes of the nature-conservation status (change of the size of protected areas or of the areas
of forest categories by economic purpose).

- Maintenance and improvement of the protection functions and of other socio-economic
functions and conditions:
Indicators:
-Area of soil protection systems,
-Areaof sanitary water belt ecosystems;
-Areafor recreation per capita etc.

28. The foreign financial support for the creation of the main document, related to biodiversity,
isdistributed as follows:

- for the creation of the National Biodiversity Conservation Strategy — from USAID;

- for the creation of the National Biodiversity Conservation Plan—from UNDP.

29. There is close coordination between the liaison persons for the genera ecological
conventions to which Bulgaria is side for all these people are of the National Nature Protection
Service at MOEW.
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Article 7 ldentification and nonitoring

30. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

31. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

30; 31. There is rich information on the biological characteristics, ecological needs and the
distribution of the wild plant and animal species and for their habitats available in the country.
The components of different hierarchic levels of the living nature, as well as the abiotic
components of the environment, have been identified. The threats for the biological diversity are
also identified. The proper preventive activities, the activities for the protection and conservation
of the biodiversity, the steps to be taken to reduce the negative effect of the unfavourable and
disadvantageous impacts upon the biodiversity have been determined. The monitoring at the
species level was established for several key plant and animal groups. Y et the establishment of
an integrated biodiversity monitoring system is impending. Since both specialists and equipment
are necessary for the creation of the system it can be assumed that the resources for reaching the
goal are quite limited at the moment.

32. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory progranmme at species |level (7a)?

a) mniml activity

b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species) or
i ndi cators

c) for a range of mmjor groups

d) for a conprehensive range of species X

33. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at ecosystem |l evel (7a)?

a) mninmal activity

b) for ecosystems of particular interest only X

c) for mmjor ecosystens

d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens

34. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at genetic |level (7a)?

a) mninmal activity

b) m nor programe in sone sectors

C) nmmjor programe in sone sectors X

d) mmjor programme in all rel evant sectors

35. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at species |level (7a)?

a) mninmal activity

b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species) or X
i ndi cators

c) for a range of major groups
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d)

for a conprehensive range of species

36. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at ecosystem|evel (7b)?

a) miniml activity

b) for ecosystens of particular interest only X
c) for mmjor ecosystens

d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens

37. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programmes at genetic |evel (7b)?

a) mniml activity

b) m nor programe in sone sectors X
C) mmjor programe in sone sectors

d) mgjor programme in all relevant sectors

38. Has your country identified activities with adverse affects on biodiversity (7c)?

a) limted understanding

b) threats well known in sone areas, not in others

c) nost threats known, sone gaps in know edge

d) conprehensive under st andi ng

e) reports avail able X
39. I's your country nonitoring these activities and their effects (7c)?

a) no

b) early stages of progranme devel opnent

c) advanced stages of programre devel opment

d) programme in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail able X
40. Does your country coordinate information collection and managenent at the national
| evel (7d)~?

a) no

b) early stages of progranme devel opnent

c) advanced stages of programme devel opment

d) programme in place

e)

reports on inplenentation avail abl e
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Decision I11/10 Identification, nmonitoring and assessnent

41. Has your country identified national indicators of biodiversity?

a) no

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway X

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow)

42. |'s your country using rapid assessnent and renobte sensing techni ques?

a) no X

b) assessing opportunities

c) yes, to alimted extent

d) yes, to a nmjor extent

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

43. Has your country adopted a “step-by-step” approach to inplenenting Article 7 with
initial enphasis on identification of biodiversity conponents (7a) and activities
havi ng adverse effects on them (7c)?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes X

44. | s your country cooperating with other Contracting Parties on pilot projects to
denonstrate the use of assessment and indi cator met hodol ogi es?

a) no

b) yes (if so give details bel ow) X

45. Has your country prepared any reports of experience with application of assessnment
nmet hodol ogi es and nmade these avail able to other Contracting Parties?

a) no X

b) yes

46. | s your country seeking to make taxonomi c information held in its collections nore
wi del y avail abl e?

a) no relevant collections

b) no action X

c) yes (if so, please give details bel ow)

Decision V/7. ldentification, nonitoring and assessnment, and indicators

47. |'s your country actively involved in co-operating with other countries in your
region in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnent?

a) no

b) limted co-operation X

c) extensive co-operation on sone issues

d) extensive co-operation on a wi de range of issues

48. Has your country nmade avail abl e case studi es concerning the devel opnent and
i mpl ement ati on of assessnent, nonitoring and indi cator progranmes?

a) no
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b) yes - sent to the Secretariat

c) yes — through the national CHM

d) yes — other nmeans (pl ease specify) X

49. | s your country assisting other Parties to increase their capacity to devel op
i ndi cator and noni toring progranmes?

a) no

b) providing training

c) providing direct support

d) sharing experience

e) other (please describe) X

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

32; 34. The efforts of generations of scientists have contributed to the collection of data on the
Bulgarian plant and animal species. The major documents, containing the description of the wild
plant and animal species, have been issued by the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences: “The Flora of
Bulgaria® — 12 volumes so far, “The Fauna of Bulgaria’ — 23 volumes, and “ The Red Book of
the People' s Republic of Bulgaria’. The genetic specifications of the different species — a part of
their complete characteristics — are also presented in the above mentioned documents.

33. There's no summary information regarding the ecosystems and habitats on the whole area of
Bulgaria. A project, called “Corine Biotopes’, was developed. 85 habitats of the Palearctic
Qualification Scheme are included and described in the 165 units of the Project.

35. Monitoring at the species level has been established for key plant and animal groups in
Bulgaria:
- The changes of the commercially important trees are monitored for the plant species:

- The statistical account on the forest resources has been carried out since long ago. 7 main
forms are filled in, and forms Ne 1 (total forest fund area division by land type and forest
type) and Ne 5 (use of forests) are filled in annually. Forms NeNe 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 (represent
the division of the afforested areas or the wood stocks by species, densities, types of stands
and bonitets) are filled in every 5 years. The changes in the areas and the wood stocks of
the main tree species are determined upon analysis of the datain forms NoNo 2 and 3.

- The monitoring of the health status of the main tree species in the country is developed in the
frames of the international cooperative programme “Estimation and Monitoring of the
Influence of the Polluted air on the Forest Ecosystems’. The health status of the tree
species is determined annually by means of measure of the degree of defoliation,
determination of the colour of the leaves, physiologic and other measures of single trees of
the respective species.

- The changes in the number of the local vertebrate species and of the migratory birds are
monitored as follows:

- The number of the vertebrate species, mostly hunting ones, is estimated through the annual
counting, carried out mainly by the state forestry directorates and organized hunters and
fishermen.

- The number of the migratory birds is estimated trough the annual winter-spring counting,
carried out mainly by members of nationals and international NGOs.,
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36. The monitoring at the ecosystem level takes place only in certain ecosystems within
protected areas, for example the “ Srebarna’ maintained reserve, etc.

37. The monitoring at the genetic level of the wild plants and animalsis carried out mostly for
the commercially important species. The genetic monitoring of domestic plants and animalsis
carried out mainly by scientific and research institutes of the system of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry.

38; 39. The determination of the activities that threaten the biodiversity and the monitoring of
those ones, for which this is compulsory, is the main function of MOEW and its regional
authorities. Such responsibilities are undertaken also by the institutions that govern the socio-
economical sectors in the country and which use the biological resources of the wild nature, or
pollute the nature by production, construction, transport, eic. MOEW controls the activities of
these institutions and their divisions as well as similar activities of the rest physical or juridical
persons in the country by means of direct control/overview, the Environmental Impact
Assessment Procedures and other mechanismes.

40. Most of the information, connected to the nature protection in Bulgaria, is at the national
level.

41. A methodical issue in organization of biological monitoring has been developed by a
scientific team on MOEW'’ s demand.

47; 48; 49. The partnership of Bulgaria in the field of determination of indicators, monitoring
and assessments as well as the joint case studies is developed mostly with Romania. The
partnership projects regard mainly the forest ecosystems, the wetland ecosystems along the
Danube river, the control and establishment of the stocks and export quotas for the species Huso
huso, Acipenser stellatus and Acipenser guel denstaedti.
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Decision 1V/1 Report and recommendations of the third nmeeting of SBSTTA

[part]

50. Has your country carried out a national taxononic needs assessnent,
wor kshops to determnine national taxonomic priorities?

and/ or hel d

a) no

b) early stages of assessnent

c)

advanced stages of assessnent

d) assessnent conpl eted

51. Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d) action plan in place

e)

reports on inplenmentati on avail abl e

52. I's your country naking avail abl e appropri ate resources to enhance t
of taxonom c information?

he availability

a) no

b) yes, but this does not cover all known needs adequately

c) yes, covering all known needs

53. I's your country encouraging bilateral and nultilatera
opportunities for taxononmists, particularly those dealing with poorly

trai ni ng and enpl oynent

known or gani sns?

a) no

b) sone opportunities

c) significant opportunities

54. |'s your country investing on a long-termbasis in the devel opnent of appropriate

infrastructure for your national taxonom c collections?

a) no

b) sone invest ment

c) significant investnent

55. I s your country encouragi ng partnershi ps between taxonom c institut
devel oped and devel opi ng countri es?

ions in

a) no

b) yes — stated policy

c) yes — systemmtic national progranme

56. Has your country adopted any international agreed |evels of collection housing?
a) no
b) under review
c) being inplemented by sonme collections X

d) being inplenented by all major collections
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57. Has your country provided training progranmes in taxonomny?

a) no
b) sone X
c) nmany

58. Has your country reported on neasures adopted to strengthen national capacity in
t axonony, to designate national reference centres, and to nake i nformati on housed in
col | ections available to countries of origin?

a) no

b) yes — in the previous national report

c) yes — via the clearing-house nmechani sm

d) yes - other nmeans (please give details bel ow) X

59. Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biologica
di versity inventories and taxononm c activities are financially and adm nistratively
st abl e?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes for sone institutions X

d) yes for all major institutions

60. Has your country assisted taxononmic institutions to establish consortia to conduct
regi onal projects?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent X

d) yes — significant extent

61. Has your country given special attention to international funding of fellowships
for specialist training abroad or for attracting international experts to national or
regi onal courses?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

62. Has your country provided progranmmes for re-training of qualified professionals
novi ng i nto taxonony-related fields?

a) no

b) sone X

c) many
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| mpl enent ati on and further

advance of the Suggestions for Action

63. Has your country identified its information requirenents in the area of taxonony,

and assessed its national

capacity to neet these requirenents?

a) no

b) basic assessnent

c) thorough assessnent
64. Has your country established or consolidated taxonom c reference centres?
a) no
b) vyes X
65. Has your country worked to increase its capacity in the area of taxonom c research?
a) no
b) yes X

66. Has your country comuni cated information on programes,
for consideration as pilot projects under the d obal
Executi ve Secretary?

projects and initiatives

Taxonony lnitiative to the

a) no X

b) yes
67. Has your country designated a national d obal Taxonony Initiative focal point
Iinked to other national focal points?

a) no X

b) yes

68. Has your country participated in the devel opment of
i nformati on-sharing for the d obal Taxonomy Initiative?

r egi

onal networks to facilitate

a) no

b) yes

If a devel opi ng country Party or

69. Has your country sought resources through the financial
actions identified in the decision?

Party with econony in transition -

mechani sm for the priority

a) no

X

b) applied for unsuccessfully

c) applied for successfully




25

Further comments on inplenentati on of these decisions

50;51. The taxonomic investigations in Bulgaria are at different stage of development. Predominant part of the
taxonomic groups of animals and plants are profoundly investigated. The research data are collected in 23 volumes
of “Faunaof Bulgaria’ and 12 volumes of “Flora of Bulgaria’ (see questions 32; 34, please).

Basic evaluation for the state of the taxonomic investigations in the country has been made during the elaboration of
the National Biodiversity Concervation Strategy, 1994. The evaluation has been actualized in 1999/2000 on the
occasion of the National Biodiversity Conservation Plan ‘s elaboration. Priority directions and needs for further
investigations are determined for each group, but nationa taxonomic plan of operation according to the
requirements of CBD is not yet developed. The investigations are carried out purposeful in frames of the annual
plans of academic institutes and universities. Classical as well as state of the art methods are applied at the
development of the taxonomic schemes.

No activities are undertaken regarding the initiative for global taxonomy. Bulgaria will need technical, as well as
financial support for applying of thisinitiative(see questions 129; 132; 136, please).

52; 54; 59; 60; 63; 68. The collections of plants and the herbariums at the Institute of Botany, BAS, Botany garden-
Sofia, Ingtitute for genetic resources — Sadovo fulfill a role of national plants collections. At the first mentioned
collections the infrastructure is moderate developed, while that of the Institute in Sadovo is one of the best on
Balkan Peninsula.

The animal collections of National Museum of Natural Science- BAS, Institute of Fishing, Aquacultures and
Aquarium — Varna and the Zoo-Sofia fulfill arole of National animal collections (see questions 127; 128; 130; 131,
133; 134, please)

53; 57; 62. Educational and training programs on taxonomy are applied at during the teaching process on biology at
some universities (specialized in medicine, forestry etc.)
Taxonomists from abroad have been invited and the world wide experience in taxonomy has been applied for
educational, training and for some retraining programmes.

55; 56; 61 See questions 129; 132; 136, please.
58; 64; 65. Every ingtitution, where taxonomic investigations are carried out appears a “center of references’, but

one centralized ingtitution, fulfilling these functions doesn’t exist yet.
Scientists — taxonomists are involved also in other investigations concerning biodiversity.
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Article 8 In situ conservation [excluding Articles 8h and 8j]

70. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

71. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

70; 71. The in situ method is a traditional, priority and the most successful one for the Bulgarian
biodiversity conservation. The limited resources for its application result from the economical
difficulties in the country under the circumstances of economy in transition.

72. Has your country established a system of protected areas which ains to conserve
bi ol ogi cal diversity (8a)?

a) system under devel opnent

b) national review of protected areas coverage avail abl e

c) national protected area systens plan in place

d) relatively conplete systemin place X

73. Are there nationally adopted guidelines for the sel ection, establishment and
managenent of protected areas (8b)?

a) no

b) no, under devel opnent

c) yes

d) yes, undergoing revi ew and extension X

74. Does your country regul ate or nmanage biol ogi cal resources inportant for the
conservation of biological diversity with a viewto ensuring their conservation and
sust ai nabl e use (8c)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) progranme or policy in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail able X
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75. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote the protection of ecosystens,
natural habitats and the mai ntenance of viabl e popul ati ons of species in natura
surroundi ngs (8d)?

a) no neasures

b) some nmeasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place X

76. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote environnmentally sound and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in areas adjacent to protected areas (8e)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place X

77. Has your country undertaken neasures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosystens (8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

78. Has your country undertaken neasures to promote the recovery of threatened species
(8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

79. Has your country undertaken neasures to regul ate, nmanage or control the risks
associated with the use and rel ease of living nodified organisms resulting from
bi ot echnol ogy (8g)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

80. Has your country nade attenpts to provide the conditions needed for conpatibility
bet ween present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustai nabl e use
of its conponents (8i)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) progranmme or policy in place X

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

81. Has your country devel oped and nai ntai ned the necessary | egislation and/or other
regul atory provisions for the protection of threatened speci es and popul ati ons (8k)?
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a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) legislation or other neasures in place X

82. Does your country regul ate or manage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biol ogi cal
di versity (81)?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes, to alimted extent

d) yes, to a significant extent X

If a devel oped country Party -

83. Does your country cooperate in providing financial and other support for in- situ
conservation particularly to devel opi ng countries (8m?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

84. Does your country receive financial and other support for in situ conservation

(8m?

a) no

b) yes (if so, please give details bel ow) X

Decision |1/7 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

85. Is action being taken to share informati on and experience on inplenentation of this
Article with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of witten materials and/or case-studies

c) regional neetings
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

72. The System of protected areas has a great inmportance to the diversity

protection in the country. According to the Protected Areas Act adopted by
the National Assenbly in 1998, 6 categories of protected areas are

i ntroduced: reserve, national park, natural nonunent, maintained reserve,

natural park and protected site.

The number and the area (in hectares)* of the protected areas up to 31.12.2000 are,as follows:

Categories of protected areas. Number: Area:
1. Reserves 55 76979.0
2. National parks 3 150362.3
3. Natural monuments 474 23405.0
4. Maintained reserves 35 4517.1
5. Natural parks 11 2211713
6. Protected sites 132 26291.8
0. Historical sites** 972 12139.4
TOTAL 1682 514863. 9

* The area of the national and natural parks does not cover the area of reserves and other protected areas,
which are within the borders of the parks.

** These sites are the process of pre-categorization according to the Protected Areas Act and will be
classified or not as natural monuments or protected sites by the end of 2001.

Declared reserves (Category | of the IUCN Classification) shall be model natural ecosystems
that include typical and/or remarkable wild plant and animal species and their habitats.

The reserves shall be managed for the purpose of:

- Preservation of their natural characteristics;

- Scientific and educational purposes and/or eco-monitoring;

- Genetic resources conservation;

- Conservation of the natural habitats of populations of protected rare, endemic and relic
Species,

- Development of a network of ecosystems and endangered habitats representative for
Bulgariaand Europe.

Declared national parks (Category Il of the IUCN Classification) shall be areas without any
populated areas and settlement formations within their boundaries that include natural
ecosystems with of large diversity of plant and animal species and habitats, with typical and
remarkable scenery and abiotic objects of nature. The national parks shall be managed for the
purpose of

- Maintenance of the diversity of the ecosystems and protection of wildlife;

- Conservation and maintenance of the biological diversity within the ecosystems,

- Presentation of opportunities for development of scientific, educational and recreation
activities;

- Creation of prerequisites for the development of tourism, environmentally sound livelihood
for the population and other activities in harmony with the goals under the preceding items.
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Declared natural monuments (Category Il of the IUCN Classification) shall be typical or
remarkable abiotic objects of nature such as rock formations, rock excavations of scientific
value, earth pyramids, caves, caverns, waterfalls, fossil and mineral deposits, sand dunes and
others of exceptional value due to their inherent rarity, representativeness, aesthetic quality or of
scientific or cultural significance.

The natural monuments shall be managed for the purpose of conservation of their natural
features. The natural monuments shall be declared with their adjacent areas needed for their
conservation.

Declared maintained reserves (Category 1V of the IUCN Classification) shall be ecosystems that
include rare and/or endangered wild plant and animal species and their habitats. The maintained
reserves shall be managed for the purpose of:

- preservation of the natural characteristics,

- scientific and educational purposes and/or eco-monitoring;

- restoration of populations of plant and animal species and/or the conditions of the habitats
thereof;

- conservation of genetic resources.

Declared natural parks (Category V of the IUCN Classification) shall be areas that include
diverse ecosystems with multiformity of plant and animal species and habitats thereof, with
typical and remarkable scenery and abiotic objects of nature.

The natural parks shall be managed for the purpose of:

- Maintenance of the diversity of ecosystems and conservation of biodiversity therein;

- Presentation of opportunities for development of scientific, educational, and recreationa
activities;

- Sustainable use of the renewable natural resources while preserving traditional forms of
livelihood, and provision of conditions for the development of tourism.

Declared protected sites (Category VI of the [UCN Classification) shall be:

- Areas with typical or remarkable scenery including those that are the result of harmonious
existence of man and nature and stand out for their significant aesthetic value;
- Habitats of endangered, rare or vulnerable plant and animal species and communities.

The protected sites shall be managed for the purpose of:

- Preservation of the scenery components;

- Conservation, maintenance or restoration of the habitat conditions that meet the ecological
requirements of species and communities under protection;

- Presentation of opportunities for scientific research, education and eco-monitoring;

- Presentation of opportunities for tourism and spiritual gain.

73. The Protected Areas Act, 1998, stipulates the purpose, regime of protection and use of the
protected areas, the procedures for their designation and changes within them. The Act sanctions
plural property of forests, lands and aquatic areas within protected areas, as well as those that are
exclusive state property. Through the Protected Areas Act the Ministry of Environment and
Water (MOEW) assumes responsibility for the management, the commissioning of maintenance
activities and the guarding of protected areas that are exclusive property of the state; and
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responsibility for the management and control of activities in the other protected areas. The Act

introduces management plans for protected areas. Secondary legidation listed below is

connected with the practical implementation of the Protected Areas Act in different directions,

related mainly to the structure and work organization of the regional departments of the MOEW

regarding biodiversity conservation, assignment of remediation and supporting activities in

national parks and sustained reserves, guarding of the protected areas that are exclusive state

property, development of management plans for protected aress, etc.:

- Regulation on the development of management plans for protected areas (State Gazette
13/15.02.2000);

- Ordinance for the national park directorate’s organization and activity (State Gazette
68/18.08.2000);

- Ordinance for activities within protected areas that are exclusive state property (State
Gazette 68/18.08.2000);

- Tariff for the taxes to be paid for the allowed uses within the protected areas that are
exclusive state property; (State Gazette 46/06.06.2000);

- Tariff for the taxes to be paid for collection of medical plants from lands, forests and
water objects that are exclusive state property; (State Gazette 46/06.06.2000).

According to the so-called “direct application” of our Main Law, Article 5 has placed the

Bulgarian legidative framework in the general global context of biodiversity conservation,

provided for in the international agreements (conventions), signed by the country. The

international instruments are crucial in the determination of the biodiversity conservation

regulatory framework. Bulgaria is a signatory to many global or pan-European conventions (see

Question 13, please)

The main administrative and regulatory instruments for biodiversity conservation are:

- The Environmental Impact Assessment Procedures;

- The permitting regime for trading in medicina plants, endangered species from the wild
floraand fauna and their derivatives;

- The administrative penalties and the compulsory administrative measures applied in the field
of nature conservation, or biodiversity, respectively.

74. The main responsibilities for the management of the biological resources in respect to their

conservation and sustainable use, are undertaken by:

- MOEW and its regiona structures — in the protected areas that are exclusive state property
(nationa parks, reserves and maintained reserves);

- Ministry of Agriculture and Forest and its regional structures — in the forest and land funds
that are state property;

- Owners of forests, lands and water resources within the forest and land funds — in municipal
and private property.

Numerous Acts are adopted by the National Assembly concern biodiversity conservation and the
sustainable use of the biological resources in different economical sectors of the country:

- Agricultural Land Conservation Act;

- Forests Act;

- New Plant Varieties and Animal Breeds Protection Act;

- Hunting Economy and Game Animal Protection Act;

-Clean Air Act;
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- Water Act;

- Agricultural Land Ownership and Use Act;

- Limitation of the Harmful Impact of Waste on the Environment Act;

- Underground Natural RichesAct;

- Medicinal PlantsAct.

The implementation of these acts as well as of the special ecological acts is assigned to separate
sectors. The overview of the obedience to the sector and ecological lawsis assigned to MOEW.

75; 77; 78. Bulgaria undertakes comprehensive measures that promote the protection of
ecosystems, natural habitats and the maintenance of populations of plant and animal species in
their habitats or migration places. The restoration of degraded ecosystems and extinct or
endangered species are part of these activities. The reviewed measures result mostly from the
Management Plans of the protected areas and the Action Plans for the endangered species. Thus
in Bulgaria are developed Management Plans for the big national parks - “Rila” and “Central
Bakan”, for the “Srebarna’ biosphere reserve, for the “Delta of Veleka River” and “Silistar”
protected areas, etc. Action plans for lots of species, mostly birds, have been developed and are
under implementation now. These include action plans for Aquila heliaca, Phalacrocorax
pygmeus, Pelicanus cricpus, Anser erithopis, Anthia nyroca and others.

76. The adjacent to the protected areas regions are subject to the attention of the Management
Plans. The Management Plans provide for measures that will facilitate the harmonic co-existence
of the protected area and the local community. The Management Plans involve ecologically
expedient use of the bioresources in the protected areas except for the reserves. Places for
gathering of forest fruits and mushrooms, for graze of the domestic animals, for use of firewood,
etc., are determined. Prerequisites for the development of tourism and the local community
income increase are created. This way the local people will be interested in participating in the
guarding of the protected areas, in their protection from fires, etc.

79. The introduction of modified organisms in the wild nature is forbidden according to the
conditions of the new Bioldiversity Act.

In Bulgaria are available:

-Law on ratification of the Cartagena Protocol on biosafety to the Convention on biological
diversity - State Gazette No 65/08.08.2000.

-Law on ratification of the Convention on the procedure for prior informed consent in case of
international trade with certain dangerous chemical substances and pesticides (Rotterdam
Convention) - State Gazette No 55/07.07.2000.

80; 81;82. According to the Constitution, “The Republic of Bulgaria shall ensure the protection
and reproduction of the environment, the maintenance and diversity of living Nature and the
sustainable utilization of the country's natural and other resources’ (Article 15)”. In order to
fulfill this stipulation, a balance between the nature protection and the sustainable use of
biological resources is established in the country. This balance is established both by the
currently effective special environmental acts ( the Nature Protection Act, the Nature
Conservation Act, and the Protected Areas Act) and the other acts adopted or pending adoption
by the National Assembly concern biodiversity and its sustainable use.

84. Many international partners render assistance to the state in biodiversity conservation:
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The Bulgarian-American Programme for biodiversity conservation develops within a six-
year project of the Global Environmental Facility (GEF). The main objectives of the project
are: elaboration of protected area planning and management systems, including management
plans for the “Rila’ and “Central Balkan” National Parks and their implementation;
strengthening of the government institutions responsible for nature conservation through
provison of equipment and training of specialists employed there; elaboration and
development of financial mechanisms in aid of biodiversity conservation; information and
educational activities to involve the public in resolving the issues related to biodiversity
conservation and management in Bulgaria;

By financing through the UNEP, a Nationa Biologica Safety Programme is being
developed. The Programme and the measures undertaken in accordance with it shall
guarantee the conservation of biodiversity against the threats arising from the use of
genetically modified organisms;

The elaboration of the National Biodiversity Conservation Plan was financed by the GEF
through the UNDP,

At the end of 1997, after 4 years of active operation, the first phase of the Bulgarian-Swiss
Biodiversity Conservation Programme came to an end. Seven protected area management
plans were drafted, three information centres were set up, and many collaborators trained.
The programme was extended until the year 2000;

Most of the funds allocated through the project carried out with the government of the
Principality of Monaco were expended for the elaboration of a management plan for the
Velekaand Silistar Estuary protected areas in Strandzha;

The Bulgarian-French Project for Conservation and Evaluation of the Ecosystems in the
Coastal Dobrudzha Area is carried out under the guidance of the Le Balkan-Bulgaria
Foundation;

The Ramsar Convention Bureau submitted funds for the elaboration of a management plan
for the Srebarna Biosphere Reserve. Also, there UNESCO funds were allocated for the
Srebarna Reserve for furnishing of the administrative office of the reserve;

Under the National EU Accession Programme, the PHARE Programme carries out a contract
with the MOEW for the harmonization of the legislation in biodiversity conservation with
that of the EU and for the establishment of a cadastral survey of Bulgaria's protected areas;
Some international NGOs provide a crucia input. The main programmes of BirdLife
International are related to the conservation of globally endangered species, ornithologically
important locations and habitats.

85. The participation of Bulgarian representatives in the regional meeting, supported financially
by the Council of Europe, is a significant source of information and know-how on the
application of the in situ biodiversity conservation techniques for the country.
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Article 8h Alien species

86. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

87. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

86; 87. Application of the Article 8h of CBD is of ahigh priority for Bulgaria. This priority is
coming from the NBCS, Protected Areas Act and is an important element in the pursued from
the Ministry of Environment and Water policy in the management of the protected areas and
protection of the biodiversity out of them.

In the different fields e.g. forestry the problems with the introduction of alien species are
partially addressed.

With the available human resources, the basic responsible institutions — Ministry of Environment
and Water and Ministry of Agriculture and Forests have relatively good ability to control and to
take adequate decisions regarding the prevention of the introduction of alien species.

88. Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only nmmjor species of concern

c) only new or recent introductions

d) a conprehensive systemtracks new i ntroductions X

e) a conprehensive systemtracks all known introductions

89. Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens, habitats or species by the
i ntroducti on of these alien species?

a) no

b) only sone alien species of concern have been assessed X

c) nost alien species have been assessed

90. Has your country undertaken neasures to prevent the introduction of, control or
eradi cate those alien species which threaten ecosystens, habitats or species?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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Decision 1V/1 Report and recommendations of the third nmeeting of SBSTTA

91. I's your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at national, regional,
sub-regional and international |evels to address the issue of alien species?

a) little or no action

b) di scussion on potential projects under way X

c) active devel opment of new projects

92. Does your national strategy and action plan address the issue of alien species?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Decision V/8. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or
speci es

93. I's your country applying the interimaguiding principles for prevention,
introduction and mitigation of inpacts of alien species in the context of activities
ained at inplementing article 8(h) of the Convention, and in the various sectors?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) limted inplenentation in sone sectors X

d) extensive inplenmentation in some sectors

e) extensive inplenentation in nbst sectors

94. Has your country subm tted case-studies to the Executive Secretary focusing on
themati c assessnments?

a) no
b) in preparation X
c) yes

95. Has your country submitted witten comments on the interimguiding principles to
t he Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

96. Has your country given priority to the devel opnent and inpl enentati on of alien
i nvasi ve speci es strategi es and action plans?

a) no

b) yes X

97. In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country devel oped or
i nvol ved itself in mechanisnms for international co-operation, including the exchange
of best practices?

a) no

b) trans-boundary co-operation X

c) regional co-operation

d) multilateral co-operation
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98. I's your country giving priority attention to geographically and evol utionarily
i sol ated ecosystens in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no X

b) yes

99. I's your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bi o- geographi cal
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no

b) yes X

100. Has your country devel oped effective education, training and public-awareness
nmeasures concerning the issue of alien species?

a) no

b) sone initiatives X

C) many initiatives

101. I's your country nmaking available the information which it holds on alien
speci es through the CHW

a) no X

b) sone information

c) all available information

d) information avail able through other channels (pl ease specify)

102. I's your country providing support to enable the G obal |nvasive Species
Programme to fulfil the tasks outlined in the decision and its annexes?

a) no

b) limted support X

c) substantial support

88; 90; 93. At this stage the introduced tree and bush species in the forestry sector are identified. The forestry policy
recommends the restriction of the distribution of the introduced species and aforestation with native species. First
few steps are undertaken for the restriction of the areas with introduced species as a Strategy for replacement of the
introduced hybrid poplar species on the Danube islands with native species has been developed and the development
of an Action plan for the strategy’ s implementation lies ahead.

In the national law system there are set mechanisms and procedures for the control of the introduction of new
species, for which a coordinated procedure and scientific opinion and evaluation.

The identification of introduced species and their impact is one of the priorities in the development of management
plans for national and natural parks, as well as for other protected areas. In these plans are foreseen measures for
prevention of the invasion of introduced species or for their elimination.

89. So far there are no comprehensive evaluation of the impact and the threat for the ecosystems and native species
from introduced species.

91. So far there are no projects on regional and international level on the problems regarding alien species.

92. Inthe NBCS and the NBCP alien speciesissues are treated and rel evant measures are recommended.

97. See question 13, please

99. See questions 305 to 308, please.

100. The education, training and public-awareness measures conserning the issue of alien species are connected
with the general flow of these processes.
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Article 8] Traditional know edge and rel ated provisions

103. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

104. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

103; 104. The traditional lifestyle as aform of sustainable use of the agricultural lands and forest
resourcesis of ahigh priority in the management of the protected areas. In the management
plans of the protected areas a special emphasisis put on this issue and adequate measures and
recommendations are foreseen.

In the different branch policiesthisissueis either not address or addressed not sufficiently.

The financia resources for the fulfillment of the requirements of the Convention and the national
measures in this direction are rather limited. Especially limiting are the financial resources of the
Municipalities. It is mostly counted on financial help from international projects rather than
internal resources. The qualified staff working on the implementation of Article 8 of the
Convention in the central institutions is extremely insufficient and lacking in the municipalities.

105. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure that the know edge, innovations
and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities enbodying traditional |ifestyles
rel evant for the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity are
respected, preserved and nai ntai ned?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

106. I's your country working to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising
fromthe utilization of such know edge, innovations and practices?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranme or policy in place




Decision I11/4 and Decision |V/9. Inplenentation of Article
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8(J)

107.

Has your country devel oped national |egislation and correspondi ng strategies
for the inplementation of Article 8(j)?

a)

no

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d)

| egi sl ati on or other neasures in place

108.
ot her

Has your country supplied information on the inplenentation of Article 8(j) to

Contracting Parties through nedia such as the national report?

a)

no

b)

yes - previous national report

c)

yes - CHM

d)

yes - other nmeans (please give details bel ow

X

109.

Has your country submitted case-studies to the Executive Secretary on measures
taken to devel op and inpl enent the Convention's provisions relating to indi genous and

| ocal conmunities?
a) no X
b) yes
110. Is your country participating in appropriate working groups and neetings?
a) none
b) sone X
c) all
111. I's your country facilitating the active participation of representatives of
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in these working groups and neetings?
a) no
b) yes X
Decision V/16. Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions
112. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work specified in the annex to the
deci sion, and identified howto inplenent those tasks appropriate to national
ci rcunst ances?
a) no
b) under review
c) yes (please provide details) X

113. I's your country integrating such tasks into its ongoi ng progranmmes, taking into
account the identified collaboration opportunities?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent
114. I's your country taking full account of existing instrunents, guidelines, codes
and other relevant activities in the inplenentation of the programe of work?
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a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent

115. Has your country provided appropriate financial support for the inplenentation
of the progranme of work?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent

116. Has your country fully incorporated wonen and wonmen’ s organi zations in the
activities undertaken to inplenent the progranme of work contained in the annex to the
deci sion and other rel evant activities under the Convention?

a) no
b) yes X
117. Has your country taken neasures to facilitate the full and effective

partici pation of indigenous and |ocal comrunities in the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent

118. Has your country provi ded case studi es on nethods and approaches concerning the
preservation and sharing of traditional know edge, and the control of that information
by i ndi genous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes — sent to the Secretariat

d) yes — through the national CHM

e) yes — available through other nmeans (pl ease specify) X

119. Does your country exchange information and share experi ences regardi ng nati onal
| egi slati on and ot her measures for the protection of the know edge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes — through the CHM

d) yes — with specific countries

e) yes — available through other means (please specify) X

120. Has your country taken measures to pronote the conservation and nmai nt enance of
know edge, innovations, and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant
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C) sone neasures X

d) extensive neasures

121. Has your country supported the devel opment of registers of traditional
know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | ocal comunities, in
col |l aboration with these communities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) devel opnment in progress X

d) register fully devel oped

122. Have representatives of indigenous and | ocal conmunity organi zati ons
participated in your official delegation to neetings held under the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity?

a) not rel evant

b) not appropriate X
c) yes
123. I's your country assisting the Secretariat to fully utilize the clearing-house

mechani smto co-operate closely with indi genous and | ocal comunities to explore ways
that enable themto make i nforned deci sions concerning rel ease of their traditional
know edge?

a) no

b) awaiting information on how to proceed X

c) yes

124. Has your country identified resources for funding the activities identified in
t he deci si on?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) partly X

d) fully
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

105; 106; 107. In the NBCS a connection between the traditional way of resource use and their
sustainable reproduction is done. A complete strategy and action plan on this issue are not
developed so far.

There are no law mechanisms for the implementation of the Article 8j of the Convention or for
the consecutive stimulation and distribution of the benefits from traditional practices.

108. A project for the implementation of the Clearing house mechanism is starting, on which is
counted to accumulate and distribute information, including the international experience
regarding Article 8j.

110 to 124. Main problem in the implementation of Article §j is the lack of complete concept on
this issue, as well as law-conducted mechanisms and resources for implementation and
stimulation.

At this stage partially are undertaken measures and activities on the implementation of the
Article 8j in Bulgaria:

-In the process of development of Management plans of protected areas information about
traditional practicesis collected and projects and programs for their development, including
popularization and stimulation are foreseen;

-Development of regional and municipal programs for sustainable development, where the most
important are the issues about sustainable use of the resources, strengthen the capacity of
indigenous and local communities and effective participation of the communities in the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, including benefit-sharing.
-Financed through the National fund for protection of the environment projects relevant to
traditional practices— agriculture, cultivation of medical plants, fruit production etc.
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Article 9 Ex situ conservation

125. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

126. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

125; 126. In Bulgaria, broader priority is given for preservation of species in situ. Ex situ
preservation is applied in more restricted cases, when creation of gene banks, breeding in
captivity, recovery of old domestic sorts and animal races and plants are concerned. Sometimes
it is the only way to recover extinguished species. The country disposes of specialists and in
some extend of technical base for realization of ex-situ preservation, but the limiting factor for
broader application of this activity appears the insufficient financial resources in economy in
transition.

Substantial measures are undertaken for regulation of ex situ conservation of the biodiversity
components in the country. The Nature Conservation Act, the Protected Areas Act, the
Medicinal Plants Act and the draft of the Biodiversity Act provides such measures.

Severd tasks, relevant to the activities concerning the creation and maintenance of new ex situ
and gene banks collections, as well as technical reconstruction of such plant or animal collection
areincluded in the NBCP.

127. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity native to your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

128. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity originating outside your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

129. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes X

130. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ
conservation of and research on plants, animals and m cro-organi snms that represent
genetic resources native to your country (9b)?

a) no




43

b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
131. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ

conservation of and research on plants, aninmals and m cro-organi sns that represent
genetic resources originating el sewhere (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

132. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes X
133. Has your country adopted neasures for the reintroduction of threatened species

into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions (9c)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

134. Has your country taken neasures to regul ate and nanage the coll ection of
bi ol ogi cal resources fromnatural habitats for ex situ conservation purposes so as not
to threaten ecosystens and in situ popul ati ons of species (9d)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If a devel oped country Party -

135. Has your country cooperated in providing financial and other support for ex
situ conservation and in the establishnent and mai ntenance of ex situ conservation
facilities in devel oping countries (9e)?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

136. Has your country received financial and other support for ex situ conservation
and in the establishnent and mai ntenance of ex situ conservation facilities (9e)?

a) no

b) yes X
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

127; 128; 130; 131; 133; 134. The genera prioritiesin the conservation of plant and animal
genetic resources are:

- Establishment of ex situ facilities and institutions (seed banks, experimental, units for
preservation of the collections, etc.);

- Establishment of resources and possibilities for planting, selection and study, etc. (herbaria,
arboreta, nurseries etc.);

- Maintenance of sufficient minimum numbers of the endangered by extinction breeds, strains
and agricultural animal lines, fish and other agua-cultures,

- Construction of national reserves for domestic animal breeds endangered by extinction;

- Establishment of a National Gene Bank of deep-frozen gametes and embryos.

Plant genetic resources (PGR) are a part of the biodiversity, represented by the cultivated plants
and their wild relatives, exploitable species and ecotypes from the natural flora. The main
activities related to their — collection, study and reproduction, use and conservation, are being
effectuated according to the European standards within the framework of the International Plant
Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI)

In Bulgaria the scientifically grounded activities for collection study and conservation of the
PGR have their history in the past. At present they are effectuated in different directionsand to a
different degree by:

- The programme for PGR of the Institute in Sadovo, which includes all the sources (ex situ and
in situ) and al activities and ways of maintenance (ex situ collections, long term storage in the
seed gene bank) of the PGR. The presence of database about the collected and studied accessions
provides the possibility for an interaction between the sources (ex situ, in situ, seed gene bank)
and the users of the PGR on a national and international level. The ex situ collection of PGR
(IMPGR, Sadovo) is represented by 91 cultivated species of 3 main groups: old cultivars and local
populations; modern lines and cultivars; wild species;

- Specidized institutes of the Center for Agricultural Sciences, the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, Higher Educational Institutes — using and thus creating and studying new germplasms;
botanical gardens herbariums, museums — maintaining botanical information and in vivo plants
from the wild flora. The breeding collections are concentrated in 27 breeding centersin the
country.

The wild species determining the diversity of the relatives of the cultivated plants are cereals,
forages, ornamentals, oil, fruit-tree species.

For conservation of the aborigine races farm animals, the breeding of those is not economically
efficient, but they are caring valuable and unique qualities, the following is planed in Bulgaria:

-Subsidy of 30 % by the state budget for breeding of the above mentioned animal races.
-Development of 4 national reserves for endangered races of domestic animals.

-Establishment of a National Gene Bank of deep frozen gametes and embryos.

-Development of National Council for conservation of the genetic diversity in the stockbreeding.

129; 132; 136. Some of the international projects that are a base for collaboration between
Bulgaria and other countries on the conservation of genetic resources are as follows:
-“Investigation, collection and conservation of plant genetic resources’. BUL/77/012;
BUL/85/001 — FAO-AG-DP.

-“Collection, assessment and conservation of plant genetic resources from the wild flora’, 1996,
supervised and financed by IPGRI, Rome and Darwin Foundation, UK.
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-“The diversity of Trifolium and Medicago speciesin Bulgaria’, 1990-1993.Financed by USA,
NATO.

-“The diversity of Aegilops speciesin Bulgaria’, 1990. Financed by ICARDA, Syria.
-“Collection of perennial forage species, used in breeding selection”, 1988. Financed by IPGRI,
Rome.

Article 10 Sustainable use of conponents of biological diversity

137. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and

t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

138. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations

and recomendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

137; 138. The most comprehensive objective in the field of biodiversity in Bulgaria is its
conservation and maintenance. This objective includes two main sub-objectives:

-Conservation, strengthening and restoration of key ecosystems, habitats, species and their
genetic resources,

-Ensuring of possibilities for sustainable use of biological resources.

The sustainable use of the biological resources is implemented in separate socio-economical
sectors of the country. The resources needed for the management of the process and prior to all
for its monitoring may be assumed limited.

139.
use of

Has your country integrated consideration of the conservati on and sust ai nabl e
bi ol ogi cal resources into national decision making (10a)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel oprment

d) progranmme or policy in place X

e)

revi ew of inplenmentation avail abl e

140.

that avoid or

Has your country adopted neasures relating to the use of biolog
m ni m ze adverse inpacts on biol ogi cal diversity (10b)?

cal

resources

a)

no neasur es

b)

some neasures in place

c)

potenti al neasures under review

d)

conpr ehensi ve measures in pl ace

141.

of bi ol ogi ca

Has your country put
resources that

requi renents (10c)?

in place neasures that protect and encourage custonmary use
is conpati ble with conservation or sustainabl e use

a)

no neasures

b)

some neasures in place

c)

potenti al neasures under review
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d) conprehensive measures in place X

142. Has your country put in place neasures that help | ocal popul ati ons devel op and
i npl ement remedi al action in degraded areas where biol ogical diversity has been
reduced (10d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X
d) conprehensive nmeasures in place X
143. Does your country actively encourage cooperati on between governnent authorities

and the private sector in devel opi ng nmethods for sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
di versity (10e)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programre or policy in place X

e) review of inplenmentation avail able

Deci sions |V/15. Relationship of the Convention with the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment and bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

144. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on tourismand its
i mpacts on biological diversity, and efforts to effectively plan and manage tourisn?

a) no

b) yes — previous national report

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow) X

145. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on biodiversity-
related activities of the CSD (such as SIDS, oceans, seas and freshwater resources,
consunption and production patterns)?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — correspondence

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow) X
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Deci sion V/24. Sustainable use as a cross-cutting issue

146. Has your country identified indicators and incentive neasures for sectors
rel evant to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity?

a) no

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway X

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow)

147. Has your country assisted other Parties to increase their capacity to inplenent
sust ai nabl e-use practices, programmes and policies at regional, national and | oca
| evel s, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) toalimted extent X

d) to a significant extent (please provide details)

148. Has your country devel oped mechani sns to involve the private sector and
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in initiatives on sustainable use, and in nechani sns
to ensure that indigenous and |ocal comrunities benefit from such sustainable use?

a) no

b) mechani sms under devel opnent X

c) mechanisns in place (please describe)

149. Has your country identified areas for conservation that woul d benefit through
t he sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and comunicated this information to the
Executi ve Secretary?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision V/25. Biological diversity and tourism

150. Has your country based its policies, programes and activities in the field of
sust ai nabl e touri smon an assessnment of the inter-I|inkages between tourism and
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

151. Has your country submitted case-studies on tourismas an exanple of the
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes
152. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Year of Ecotourisnf

a) no

b) yes X
153. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin

support of the International Year of Muntains?

a) no
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b) yes X

154. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Coral Reef Initiative?

a) no X
b) yes
155. Has your country established enabling policies and | egal franmewrks to
conpl enent voluntary efforts for the effective inplenentati on of sustainable tourisn®
a) no
b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent (please describe)

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

139; 140; 141; 142; 143; 146; 147; 148; 149. Different measures are used for the achievement of
the second specific objective, , each one including alarge number of activities. The sequential
numbers of NBCP activities concerning the sustainable use of biological resources are as
follows:

-Drafting of Acts, normative acts and information-management documents - 2-5, 8-11, 17, 18,
20, 22-24, 27, 33, 43;

-Institutional Strengthening of the Biodiversity Conservation Units-48, 49;

-Establishment and Maintenance of a National Eco-network - ;

-Expansion and Maintenance of the Protected Areas Network - 51-53;

-Restoration and Maintenance Activities mostly related to conservation of endangered species
and of their genetic resources - 55, 56, 61, 62, 72;

Strengthening of the Scientific Base for Biodiversity Conservation - 80-85;

Information, Education and Training - 92, 93.

The sustainable use of the biological resources in Bulgariais subject to management and wise
use of the ecosystems in a manner and to a degree which maintain their biological diversity,
productivity, restoration capacity, vitality and potential to fulfill now and in the future their
respective ecological, economic and social functions at local, national and global levels without
damage to other ecosystems.

The criteriaand indicators for sustainable biological resources use (see question 27, please) are
features that the resources should not be changed for the worse during the implementation of the
activities both at the ecosystem level and at the level of the NBCP. These will aso be taken into
account in the monitoring of the implementation of the National Plan activities and in the
analysis of their results, etc.

144; 145. MOEW fillsin questionnaires, enquiries and other documents required by the
Secretariat of the Convention and by the CSD regarding tourism and other activities related to
the sustainable use of the biological resources.

150; 152; 153; 155. With the democratization of Bulgaria and the opening of the country to
visitors, conditions now exist for the development of ecotourism sites. The Tourism
Development Strategy for Bulgaria was prepared to help ensure that such development occursin
awise and conservative manner. It is based on the numerous discussions and suggestions from
the workshop held in Bansko in October 1992. With the development of the Strategy the national
ecotourism policy already exists. This policy should involve support to practical activities,
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including the publication of tourism-related literature on protected areas, establishment by the
MOEW of tourism management guidelines for protected areas, definition of conservation design
guidelines for essential consraction activities, establishment of an incentive system for
conservation projects, and the dissemination of business development and marketing advice for
craft industries.

Mostly private companies currently carry out the activities related to tourism in the country. The
government tourism managing institution is the Ministry of Economy. The MOEW and its
regiona authorities control the tourism activities in the protected areas and outside them with
respect to the biodiversity conservation.

Article 11 Incentive neasures

156. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

157. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmiting [X d) Severely limting

Further conmments on relative priority and on availability of resources

156; 157. The relative priority of the implementation of Article 11 can be identified as medium.
The main reason at this stage is extremely weak financial resources for real stimulation of
protection and sustainable usage of the biodiversity. Aslimiting are identified the financial
resources at national and regional level for meeting the obligations and recommendations made.

158. Are progranmes in place to identify and ensure the adoption of economcally and
soci al ly sound neasures that act as incentives for the conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use of conponents of biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment X

d) progranmes in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

159. Do these incentives, and the programes to identify them and ensure their
adoption, cover the full range of sectoral activities?

a) no

b) sone sectors X

c) all mmjor sectors

d) all sectors
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Decision I11/18. Incentive neasures

160. Has your country reviewed | egislation and econonic policies to identify and
pronote incentives for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) reviews in progress

c) sone reviews conplete

d) as far as practically possible X

161. Has your country ensured the devel opnent of nechani snms or approaches to ensure
adequat e incorporation of both market and non-nmar ket val ues of biol ogical diversity
into plans, policies and programmes and ot her relevant areas, inter alia, nationa
accounting systens and investnment strategies?

a) no

b) early stages of identifying nechani sns

c) advanced stages of identifying nechani sns

d) nechanisns in place X

e) review of inmpact of nechani sns avail abl e

162. Has your country devel oped training and capacity buil di ng progranmes to
i mpl ement incentive nmeasures and pronote private-sector initiatives?
a) no
b) pl anned
c) sone X
d) many
163. Has your country incorporated biol ogical diversity considerations into inpact
assessnents as a step in the design and inplenentati on of incentive nmeasures?
a) no
b) yes X
164. Has your country shared experience on incentive measures with other Contracting

Parties, including making rel evant case-studies available to the Secretariat?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow) X
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Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplementing the Convention [part]

165. I's your country actively designing and i npl enenting incentive nmeasures?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment X

d) neasures in place X

e) review of inplenmentation avail able

166. Has your country identified threats to biol ogi cal diversity and underlying
causes of biodiversity loss, including the relevant actors, as a stage in designing
i ncentive neasures?

a) no

b) partially reviewed X

c) thoroughly revi ewed

d) nmeasures designed based on the revi ews

e) review of inplenentation avail able

167. Do the existing incentive neasures take account of economic, social, cultural
and ethical valuation of biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

168. Has your country devel oped | egal and policy frameworks for the design and
i npl enent ati on of incentive neasures?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) frameworks in place

e) review of inplenmentation avail abl e

169. Does your country carry out consultative processes to define clear target-
oriented incentive measures to address the underlying causes of biodiversity |oss?
a) no
b) processes being identified X

c) processes identified but not inplenented

d) processes in place

170. Has your country identified and considered neutralizing perverse incentives?

a) no

b) identification programre under way

c) identified but not all neutralized X

d) identified and neutralized
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Deci sion V/15. |Incentive neasures

171. Has your country reviewed the incentive measures pronoted through the Kyoto
Protocol to the UN Franework Convention on Cimate Change?

a) no
b) yes X
172. Has your country expl ored possible ways and neans by which these incentive

neasures can support the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity in your
country?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) early stages of devel opnent X

d) advanced stages of devel oprment

e) further information avail able

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

158 to 170. In the NBCS the need for incentive measures is put in foreground.

There is no complete system of law, economic, and socia measures and mechanisms for the implementation of
Article 11 in all sectors.

In some laws there are premises and procedures for incentive measures. For example in the Protected Areas Act
there is a certain mechanism for accumulation and distribution of financial resources, including for private person,
for activities on sustainable use or restoration of resources in the protected areas. The Forestry Act also gives partia
possibilities for financial stimulation of certain activitiesin the forests including for private forest owners.

National laws treating the bioresources regulate their sustainable use mainly through measures regarding the
methods and techniques for use rather than stimulating financial or other mechanisms. Among the main reasons for
that isthe insufficiency of financial resources.

Other way for sustainable use of the biodiversity developing now is the provision of appropriate conditions for
alternative forms of livelihood /tourism/, but so far such forms are connected mainly with protected areas — national
and natural parks and reserves. In relation to this educational programs are developed, tourism infrastructure is
financed. Less financed are particular investment projects including the private sector.

In some sectors, as the agriculture there are possibilities /SAPARD/ for financial assistance of sustainable
agricultural practices.

In other sectors, as fisheries these possibilities are extremely limited.

Many international projects study the law and experience of other countries regarding the applied mechanisms and
forms of incentive measures.

171,172. To fulfill the obligation on the Climate Change Convention /Kioto protocol/ a National action plan is
created. It has measures regarding the industrial sector, including forestry and agriculture — afforestation of
abandoned and eroded lands, usage of resistant to dry climate native species, educational campaigns, as well as
development and implementation of incentive /financial/ mechanisms for the fulfillment of the measures in the
private sector. The implementation of these measures will definitely contribute for the achievement of some of the
aims of the CBD.
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Article 12 Research and training

173. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

174. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

173; 174. Therelative priority of the research and education activitiesin the field of biodiversity
conservation is high in Bulgaria. The policy isa part of the National Policy for Ecological
Education and Nature Researches, carried out in the universities — in these departments that carry
out the research activities, as well asin some of the research institutes of the Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences, the major activities of which are oriented towards the matters in question.

The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) consists of approximately 68 individual scientific
research institutes and laboratories. More than 30 of them conduct biodiversity and environment-
protection related scientific researches and studies. This areawas actively researched by the
Institute of Botany, the Institute of Zoology, the Forest Institute, the Central Environmental
Laboratory, the Institute on Biology and Immunology and Reproduction, the Institute of
Genetics, the Institute of Plant Physiology, the National Museum of Natural Sciences, €tc.

There are 34 scientific research institutes in the Academy of Agriculture under the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forest. Of these, the Institute for Introduction and Plant Resources in the town
of Sadovo, the Institute for Gene Engineering in the town of Kostinbrod and the Institute for
Wheat and Sunflower in the town of General Toshevo carry out activities closely related to
biodiversity and biological safety.

New faculties and departments on environment were established in some Universities, such as
the University of Forestry, the Sofia University, etc. These facilities conduct biodiversity related
training, scientific research and practical activities.

It can be assumed that the resources for meeting the obligations and recommendations madein
relation to Article 12 of the CBD are limiting to adequate.

175. Has your country established programmes for scientific and technical education
and training in neasures for the identification, conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) progranmmes in place

176. Has your country provided support to other Parties for education and training
in neasures for the identification, conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a) no X
b) yes
177. Does your country pronote and encourage research which contributes to the

conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity (12b)?
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a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
178. Does your country pronpte and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in

bi ol ogi cal diversity research in devel opi ng nethods for conservation and sustai nabl e
use of biol ogical resources (12c)?

a) no

b) yes — linited extent X

c) yes — significant extent

| f a devel oped country Party -

179. Does your country’s inplenentation of the above activities take into account
the speci al needs of devel opi ng countries?

a) no

b) yes, where rel evant

Further conmments on inplenmentation of this Article

175. Training programmes for technical education and for identification, conservation and
sustainable use of the biodiversity and its resources have been developed for the experts of the
National Nature Protection Service and the Regional Directorates of Environment and Water, as
well as for the employees of the National Parks. Similar programmes have been developed in the
system of the National Forestry Board. The funding depends on the budget of the respective
Ministry.

Funds for the education and training of specialistsin the field of nature conservation are
provided also as a part of al international projectsin the respective field. Different forms of
education, e.g. meetings, seminars and workshops, training courses, University specialization,
international visits, etc., are used. Some of the training activities, related to the establishment of
aNetwork of protected zones are as follows:

- Identification of training needs within regional and municipal government and technical
departments responsible for the management and monitoring of protected zones.

- Development of training modules focused on the needs of the regional and municipal
government and technical departments responsible for the management and monitoring of
protected zones.

-Ttraining of the regional and municipal government and technical departments staff responsible
for the management and monitoring of protected zones.

A key roleis attributed to the education of staff that will then take part in the nature conservation
activities. Following are some of the tasks related to this that are included for development in the
National Biodiversity Conservation Plan:

-Development and introduction of a uniform strategy, a nature education programme at all levels;
-Development of medicinal plant related education programmes,

-Inclusion into the Biology and Ecology subjects in higher education facility curricula of courses
on Biodiversity, Protection of the Diversity of Species, and Protected species, territories and
habitats,

-Inclusion in the curriculum of agriculture schools and of the Higher Institute of Agriculture of
an optional subject on genetic resources,
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-Development of educational programmes for genetic resources conservation and use.

177; 178. The scientific research activities of the institutes within the structure of BAS are
supported by the national budget. These institutes, as well as the university departments carrying
out scientific research activities, sign contracts with government institutions for the
accomplishment of researches that are of interest to the above mentioned institutions. Following
are some of the research tasks included in the National Biodiversity Conservation Plan that must
be finished by 2003:

-Preparation and publishing of a Red List of plants, animals and habitats in conformity with the
international categories for being endangered;

-Preparation and publishing of a contemporary national Red Data Book in compliance with the
international categories of protected plants, animals and habitats;

-Studying of the conditions and possibilities for introduction of bats and cave faunain
abandoned mine shafts;

-Development of projects for the maintenance of populations of endangered genetic resources
through integrated breeding methods;

-Studying of the effects of long-term storage and reproduction of seed samples on the genotype
integrity of the embryonic plasma;

-Carrying out of studies and activities aimed at improving the conditions of inundated forests,
-Annual studies and assessments on the condition of local fish species and fish species migrating
on long distances,

-Development of regional agroecological schemes of sustainable development and efficient
management of agricultural activitiesin rich biodiversity areas. Some of the research activities
that are to be carried out in relation to the establishment of a Network of protected zonesin the
country are:

-Recognizing and studying the experiences of Western European countries having contributed to
the Network NATURA 2000;

-Content analysis of the Bulgarian Corine Biotopes Database to determine in which sites exist
habitats that are included in Appendix 1 of the Biodiversity Act and species for habitat
protection included in Appendix 2 of the same Act.

-Scientific research (inventory), including data collected after fieldwork, to identify necessary
additional data for the above mentioned sites,

-Scientific research (inventory), including data collection after field work, to identify and
describe the sites not included in the Corine Biotopes Database but yet containing habitats
included in Appendix 1 of the Biodiversity Act and species for habitat protection included in
Appendix 2 of the same Act.
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Article 13 Public educati on and awareness

180. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

181. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate X c) Linmting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

180; 181. Radical solution of the issues related to biodiversity conservation can be achieved only
by means of wide public support. Therefore the public awareness and education in the field area
priority task with adequate resources for its realization in Bulgaria.

182. Does your country pronote and encour age understandi ng of the inportance of, and
the neasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through nedia?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
183. Does your country pronote and encour age understandi ng of the inportance of, and

the neasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through the
i nclusion of this topic in education progranmes?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

184. Does your country cooperate with other States and international organizations
i n devel opi ng rel evant educational and public awareness programres (13b)?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention [part]

185. Are public education and awareness needs covered in the national strategy and
action plan?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
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186. Has your country allocated appropriate resources for the strategic use of
education and conmuni cation instrunents at each phase of policy fornulation,
i mpl ement ati on and eval uati on?

a) limted resources

b) significant but not adequate resources X

c) adequate resources

187. Does your country support initiatives by major groups that foster stakehol der
partici pation and that integrate biol ogical diversity conservation matters in their
practi ce and educati on progranmes?

a) no
b) yes X

188. Has your country integrated biodiversity concerns into education strategies?
a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) yes X
189. Has your country nmade avail abl e any case-studi es on public education and
awar eness and public participation, or otherw se sought to share experiences?

a) no

b) yes X
190. Has your country illustrated and transl ated the provisions of the Convention

into any |ocal |anguages to pronote public education and awareness rai sing of rel evant
sectors?

a) not relevant

b) still to be done

c) under devel opnent

d) yes X
191. I's your country supporting |local, national, sub-regional and regional education
and awar eness progranmes?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

I f a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition -

192. When requesting assistance through the GEF, has your country proposed projects
that pronote nmeasures for inplenmenting Article 13 of the Convention?

a) no

b) yes X
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Deci sion V/17. Education and public awareness

193. Does your country support capacity-building for education and conmmuni cation in
bi ol ogi cal diversity as part of the national biodiversity strategy and acti on pl ans?

a) no

b) |imted support

c) yes (please give details) X

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

182 to 191. The education and the public relations regarding the biodiversity conservation are
included in the respective plans at different times. The considered direction is only one of the
priorities recommended by the National Biodiversity Conservation Strategy. The following
activities are specified in the National Biodiversity Conservation Plan:

-Publishing of abook on protected plant and animal species;

-Publishing of achildren's book on “Protected animals and plants’;

-Annual publication of posters on protected plants and animals, decorative wild growth plants,
protected areas and landscapes;

-Issue of leaflets, brochures and biodiversity related promotion materials;

-Realization of periodical information campaigns related to protection of nature, respectively
biodiversity, viathe mass media (TV, radio, magazines and newspapers);

-Maintenance of functioning visitor and information centres in the protected areas.

Besides the above mentioned concrete activities related to education and public awareness, there
are several other activities related to the establishment of a Network of protected zones:

- Public meetings with local stakeholders (villagers, local and regional governments, NGOs,
academia, business community, etc.) on the establishment of protected zones and their general
use.

- Workshops and/or seminars with local stakeholders on the establishment of protected zones
and their general use.

- Workshops and/or seminars with stakeholders on the identification of new protected zones;
- Establishment of the Municipal forums that meet on regular basis;

- Public information meetings on the Network development and the purpose of the Municipal
forums.

- Annua meetings between the participants of the Municipal forums to discuss the Network
development and lessons learned etc.

193. The support to the building of educational and communication capacity in view of the
biological diversity, for the responsible departments of the Ministries, as well as for the research
and pedagogic institutes and the NGOs, is planned and implemented by national and
international sources.
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Article 14 | npact assessnment and mininmzing adverse inpacts

194. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

195. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons made?

X

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

194. 195. The Environmental Impact Assessment Procedure (EIAP) is the basic tool for
environment and biodiversity protection in Bulgaria. The legidative and institutional bases of the
EIAP system are being developed in the country. So far the connected with these human
resources may be considered as limiting.

196. Is legislation in place requiring an environnental inpact assessnent of
proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biological diversity (14 (1la))?
a) no
b) early stages of devel opnent
c) advanced stages of devel oprment
d) legislation in place X
e) review of inplenentation avail able

197. Do such environmental inmpact assessnent procedures allow for public
participation (14(1la))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X

198.

consequences of nati onal
adverse inpacts on biol ogi ca

Does your country have mechanisms in place to ensure that the environnenta

programmes and policies that are likely to have significant
diversity are duly taken into account (14(1b))?

a)

no

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d)

fully conpliant with current scientific know edge

199. I's your country involved in bilateral, regiona
on activities likely to significantly affect biological
country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

and/ or

mul tilateral discussion
di versity outside your

a) no
b) yes — limted extent X
c) yes — significant extent
200. I's your country inplenenting bilateral, regional and/or nultilateral agreenents

on activities likely to significantly affect biological

country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

di versity outside your
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a) no

b) no, assessnent of options in progress

c) sone conpleted, others in progress X
b) yes
201. Has your country nechanisns in place to notify other States of cases of

i nm nent or grave danger or damage to biol ogical diversity originating in your country
and potentially affecting those States (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) nmechanisns in place X

e) no need identified

202. Has your country mechanisnms in place to prevent or mninize danger or danmge
originating in your State to biological diversity in other States or in areas beyond
the limts of national jurisdiction (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge

e) no need identified

203. Has your country national nechanisnms in place for energency response to
activities or events which present a grave and inm nent danger to biol ogical diversity
(14(1e))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechanisnms in place X

204. Has your country encouraged international cooperation to establish joint
conti ngency plans for energency responses to activities or events which present a
grave and i nmi nent danger to biol ogical diversity (14(1le))?

a) no

b) yes X

c) no need identified
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Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplementing the Convention [part]

205. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information and
experience relating to environnental inpact assessnment and resulting mtigating
nmeasures and i ncentive schenes?

a) no

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties X

d) information provided on the national CHM

206. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information on
neasures and agreenents on liability and redress applicable to danmage to bi ol ogi ca
diversity?

a) no

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties X

d) information provided on the national CHM

Deci sion V/18. |npact assessnent, liability and redress
207. Has your country integrated environnental inpact assessnent into programmes on
themati c areas and on alien species and tourisn®
a) no
b) partly integrated X

c) fully integrated

208. When carrying out environnental inpact assessnents does your country address
| oss of biological diversity and the interrel ated soci o-econonic, cultural and human-
heal th aspects relevant to biol ogical diversity?

a) no
b) partly
c) fully X
209. When devel opi ng new | egi sl ative and regul atory franeworks, does your country

have in place nechani sns to ensure the considerati on of biological diversity concerns
fromthe early stages of the drafting process?

a) no

b) in sone circunstances X

c) in all circunstances

210. Does your country ensure the involvenent of all interested and affected

st akehol ders in a participatory approach to all stages of the assessnment process?
a) no
b) yes - in certain circunstances X
c) yes - in all cases

211. Has your country organi sed expert meetings, workshops and semi nars, and/or

training, educational and public awareness progranmes and exchange progranmes in order
to promote the devel opnent of |ocal expertise in methodol ogi es, techniques and
procedures for inpact assessnent?
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a) no

b) sone programmes in place

c) many programres in place X

d) integrated approach to building expertise

212. Has your country carried out pilot environnental inpact assessment projects, in
order to pronpbte the devel opnent of |ocal expertise in nethodol ogi es, techni ques and
procedur es?

a) no
b) yes (please provide further details) X
213. Does your country use strategic environnental assessnents to assess not only

the inpact of individual projects, but also their cunulative and gl obal effects, and
ensure the results are applied in the decision maki ng and pl anni ng processes?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

214. Does your country require the inclusion of devel opnent of alternatives,
mtigation nmeasures and consideration of the el aboration of conpensation measures in
envi ronnment al i npact assessnent ?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

215. Is national information available on the practices, systens, nechani snms and
experiences in the area of strategic environnental assessnment and i npact assessnent?
a) no
b) yes (please append or summari se) X

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

196; 197; 198; 210. The EIAP istreated in the Environment Protection Act. Accordingto it all
activities of physical and juridical persons may be subject to an EIAP.

An EIAP isobligatory for:

-Projects listed in the Annex to the Environment Protection Act;

-National and regional development programmes, the plans for rural and urban development and
their changes.

The EIAP may be undertaken on demand from concerned physical or juridical persons.

The Minister of Environment and Water with a Regulation sets the terms and conditions for the
EIAP in aRegulation.

The competent authority organizes the discussion on the presented results of the EIAP in which
representatives of the local government authorities, of the public and public organizations, of
interested physical and juridical persons take part.

The competent authority bans or stops the implementation of projects for which the EIAP has
proved negative results or projects for which no EIAP has been carried out, or which haven't got
the relevant treatment and protection equipment.

The institution that makes the decision is MOEW by means of the Supreme Ecological Council.
The council consists of representatives of the interested institutions. Two representatives of
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NGOs with vote, aswell as representatives of the municipalities, research institutes, etc.,
dependent on the essence of the considered matter, are invited at the sittings of the Council.

199; 200; 201; 204. A mechanism for the early notification of the countries that might be
affected by environment pollution originating from Bulgariais provided (see questions 202, 203,
please). Measures to decreasing and mitigating the negative impact of such pollution are
developed as a part of the bilateral and regional discussions and agreementsin which Bulgaria
participates along with the rest countries of the region.

202; 203. The Environmental Executive Agency (EEA) isthe administration to the MOEW that
manages the National Automated System for Ecological Monitoring (NASEM). NASEM covers
the territory of the whole country. It supports databases on the status of environment components
at the regional and national levels. Mechanisms for the early notification in case of environment
pollution have been established in specific regions. They include also measures for pollution
prevention and mitigation of its negative impact on humans and nature. Many other state and
non-government institutions and organizations take part in the measures on the considered
issues.

205; 206. An international meeting on the problems of the EIAP took place in Bulgariain 2001.

207; 208; 209; 211; 212; 213; 214, 215. EIAP have the mgjor preventive role for nature and
biodiversity protection in Bulgaria. The country is away ahead in the application of
contemporary national and international tools and methodologies for the implementation of the
classic and strategic EIAPs.
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Article 15 Access to genetic resources

216. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

217. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting | d) Severely linmiting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

216; 217. The relative priority of the access to genetic resources in Bulgariais high. The
connected with that human resources may be considered as limiting.

218. Has your country endeavoured to create conditions to facilitate access to
genetic resources for environnentally sound uses by other Contracting Parties (15(2))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
219. Is there any nutual understanding or agreenent in place between different
interest groups and the State on access to genetic resources (15(4))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

220. Has your country an open participation planning process, or any other process
in place, to ensure that access to resources is subject to prior infornmed consent
(15(5))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment X

d) processes in place

221. Has your country taken neasures to ensure that any scientific research based on
genetic resources provided by other Contracting Parties is devel oped and carried out
with the full participation of such Contracting Parties (15(6))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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222. Has your country taken measures to ensure the fair and equitabl e sharing of the
results of research and devel opment and the benefits arising fromthe comercial and
ot her use of genetic resources with any Contracting Party providing such resources
(15(7))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these measures

a) Legislation X
b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation X
c) Policy and admi ni strative neasures X
Decision I1/11 and Decision I11/15. Access to genetic resources
223. Has your country provided the secretariat with information on rel evant

| egi slation, adm nistrative and policy neasures, participatory processes and research
pr ogr ames?

a) no X

b) yes, within the previous national report

c) yes, through case-studies

d) yes, through other neans (please give details bel ow)

224. Has your country inplemented capacity-buildi ng programmes to pronote successf ul
devel opnment and i npl ement ati on of |egislative, adm nistrative and policy neasures and
gui del i nes on access, including scientific, technical, business, |egal and managenent
skills and capacities?

a) no

b) sone programres covering sonme needs

C) many progranmes covering sone needs X

d) progranmes cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need

225. Has your country anal ysed experiences of |egislative, adm nistrative and policy
nmeasures and gui del i nes on access, including regional efforts and initiatives, for use
in further devel opnent and i npl enentati on of nmeasures and gui del i nes?

a) no

b) analysis in progress X

c) analysis conpleted

226. I's your country collaborating with all rel evant stakehol ders to expl ore,
devel op and i npl enment gui delines and practices that ensure nutual benefits to
provi ders and users of access neasures?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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227. Has your country identified national authorities responsible for granting
access to genetic resources?

a) no

b) yes X
228. I's your country taking an active role in negotiations associated with the

adaptati on of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agricul ture?

a) no
b) yes X
Deci sion V/26. Access to genetic resources
229. Has your country designated a national focal point and one or nore conpetent

national authorities to be responsible for access and benefit-sharing arrangenents or
to provide informati on on such arrangenents?

a) no

b) yes

c) yes, and Executive Secretary notified X
230. Do your country’s national biodiversity strategy, and |legislative

adm ni strative or policy neasures on access and benefit-sharing, contribute to
conservation and sustai nabl e use objectives?

a) no

b) to a limted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Parties that are recipients of genetic resources

231. Has your country adopted adm nistrative or policy neasures that are supportive
of efforts made by provider countries to ensure that access to their genetic resources
is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the Conventi on?

a) no

b) ot her arrangenents made

c) yes X

232. Does your country co-operate with other Parties in order to find practical and
equi tabl e sol uti ons supportive of efforts nade by provider countries to ensure that
access to their genetic resources is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the
Conventi on, recogni zing the conplexity of the issue, with particular consideration of
the nultiplicity of prior informed consent considerations?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details) X
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233. In developing its |egislation on access,
and all owed for the devel opnent of a nultilatera
benefit-sharing in the context of the International

has your country taken into account
systemto facilitate access and

Undert aki ng on Plant Cenetic

Resour ces?

a) no
b) | egislation under devel opnent X
c) yes

234. I's your country co-ordinating its positions in both the Conventi on on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Cenetic Resources?
a) no
b) taking steps to do so X
c) yes

235. Has your country provided information to the Executive Secretary on user

institutions, the nmarket for genetic resources,
ener gi ng nechani sns for benefit sharing
definitions, sui

non- nonet ary benefits, new and
incentive nmeasures, clarification of
generis systens and “internediaries”?

a) no X

b) sone informati on provided

c) substantial information provided

236. Has your country submitted information on specific issues related to the role
of intellectual property rights in the inplenmentation of access and benefit-sharing
arrangenents to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X
b) yes
237. Has your country provided capacity-building and technol ogy devel opment and

transfer for the maintenance and utilization of ex situ collections?

a) no

b) yes to a linited extent X

c) yes to a significant extent

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

218 to 222; 224 to 234, 237. The legidative and administrative measures on the activities
covered by Article 15 of the CBD are provided by the Biodiversity Act.

At the present moment the access to genetic resources and technologiesis regulated by the New
Cultivars and New Animal Races Protection Act, 1996, that is applied to the newly obtained,
invented or improved crop cultivars or to the new races, lines or hybrids of farm animals; The
Intellectual Property Rights Act, 1993 and The Patent Act, 1993.

The zoological and botanical gardens are practicing declaration signing on noncommercial use
of the genetic material.

The Bidiversity Act provides that the genetic resources of the natural floraand faunain Bulgaria
are a state property. The access to the resourcesis realized under the provisions of this law or
under other specific property rights legislation in cases when they are protected by patent or by
intellectual property rights.

The genetic resources can be used from other countries as well but on the basis of prior consent
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in awritten form about the conditions and the way for mutual benefit sharing.

The activities related to Article 15 and considering the biotechnologies are partially regulated by
the Regulation on the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified higher
plants obtained by recombinant DNA technology, 1996. The more entire consideration on the
access to the modern biotechnologies and the use of the related products and information is
provided in the draft of the Genetically Modified Organisms Act.

Article 16 Access to and transfer of technol ogy

238. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

239. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Liniting [X d) Severely limting

Further conmments on relative priority and on availability of resources

238;239. Therelative priority of the access to and transfer of technology in Bulgariais medium.
The connected with that human resources may be considered as limiting.

240. Has your country taken neasures to provide or facilitate access for and

transfer to other Contracting Parties of technol ogies that are relevant to the

conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity or nake use of genetic
resources and do not cause significant damage to the environnment (16(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

241. I's your country aware of any initiatives under which rel evant technology is
transferred to your country on concessional or preferential terns (16(2))?

a) no

b) yes (please give brief details bel ow) X

242. Has your country taken neasures so that Contracting Parties which provide
genetic resources are provi ded access to and transfer of technol ogy which nmake use of
t hose resources, on mutually agreed ternms (16(3))?

a) not relevant

b) relevant, but no neasures

c) sone neasures in place

d) potential neasures under review X

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place

|f so, are these neasures

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation
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c) Policy and adm ni strative arrangenents X

243. Has your country taken neasures so that the private sector facilitates access
to joint devel opment and transfer of relevant technol ogy for the benefit of government
institutions and the private sector of devel oping countries (16(4))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these nmeasures

a) Legislation? X
b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation? X
c) Policy and admi nistrative arrangenents? X

244, Does your country have a national systemfor intellectual property right
protection (16(5))?

a) no
b) yes X
245. If yes, does it cover biological resources (for exanple, plant species) in any
way ?
a) no X
b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

Decision I11/17. Intellectual property rights

246. Has your country conducted and provided to the secretariat case-studies of the
i mpacts of intellectual property rights on the achi evenent of the Conventions
obj ectives?

a) no X
b) sone
c) many

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

240 to 244; 246. The questions concerning transfer of technology and most of all, biotechnology
and access to genetic resources are closely related (see questions 218 to 237, please).

For more information, concerning biotechnology and distribution of its benefits, see the
questions from 268 to 272.
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Article 17 Exchange of infornmation

247. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

248. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

247, 248. The relative priority of the exchange of information in Bulgariais medium. The
resources for meeting the obligations in that field are limiting.

249. Has your country taken neasures to facilitate the exchange of information from
publicly avail able sources (17(1))?

a) no neasures

b) restricted by | ack of resources

c) sone neasures in place

d) potential neasures under review

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If a devel oped country Party -

250. Do these nmeasures take into account the special needs of devel oping countries
(17(1))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

251. If so, do these nmeasures include all the categories of information listed in

Article 17(2), including technical, scientific and soci o-econom ¢ research, training
and surveyi ng progranmes, specialized know edge, repatriation of information and so

on?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent
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Article 18 Technical and scientific cooperation

252. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and

t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

253. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations

and recomendati ons nade?

Severely limting

Limting |X

a) Good b) Adequate c) d)

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

249. A hill on exchange of environmental information in Bulgariais under preparation.

252; 253. The technical and scientific cooperation in the field of biodiversity conservation has a
high priority in Bulgaria. The country’s resources for meeting the obligations and
recommendation made in Article 18 of the CBD are limiting.

254, Has your country taken neasures to pronote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
di versity (18(1))?

a) no neasures
b) sonme neasures in place X
c) potential neasures under review
d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
255. Do the neasures taken to pronote cooperation with other Contracting Parties in

the inpl ementati on of the Convention pay special attention to the devel opnent and
strengtheni ng of national capabilities by nmeans of hunman resources devel opment and
institution building (18(2))~?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent X
c) yes — significant extent

256. Has your country encouraged and devel oped nethods of cooperation for the

devel opnent and use of technol ogi es,

i ncl udi ng i ndi genous and traditional

t echnol ogi es,

i n pursuance of the objectives of this Convention (18(4))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) nethods in place
257. Does such cooperation include the training of personnel and exchange of experts
(18(4)) 7

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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258. Has your country pronoted the establishment of joint research programes and
joint ventures for the devel opnent of technol ogies relevant to the objectives of the
Convention (18(5))~?

a) no

b) yes — linited extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Decision 11/3, Decision Ill/4 and Decision |IV/2. Cearing House

Mechani sm
259. I's your country cooperating in the devel opnent and operation of the dearing
House Mechani snf
a) no
b) yes X
260. I's your country hel ping to devel op national capabilities through exchangi ng and

di ssemi nating i nformati on on experiences and | essons | earned in inplenenting the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

261. Has your country designated a national focal point for the C earing-House
Mechani sn®?

a) no

b) yes X
262. I's your country providing resources for the devel opnment and i npl enent ati on of
t he C eari ng- House Mechani sn®?

a) no

b) yes, at the national |evel X

c) yes, at national and international |evels

263. I's your country facilitating and participating in workshops and ot her expert
nmeetings to further the devel opnent of the CHM at international |evels?

a) no

b) participation only X

c) supporting sone neetings and participating

264. I's your CHM operati onal
a) no
b) under devel opnent X

c) yes (please give details bel ow)

265. Is your CHM |inked to the Internet

a) no X

b) yes
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266. Has your country established a multi-sectoral and nulti-disciplinary CHV
steering commttee or working group at the national |evel?

a) no

b) vyes X

Decision V/14. Scientific and technical co-operation and the
cl eari nghouse nechanisns (Article 18)

267. Has your country reviewed the priorities identified in Annex | to the decision
and sought to inplenent then?

a) not revi ewed

b) reviewed but not inplenmented

c) reviewed and inpl emented as appropriate X

Further comments on inplementation of these Articles

254 to 258. Bulgaria applies the world' s achievements in planning the policy and the activities
related to the biodiversity conservation and sustainable use of the biological resources. The
results from the carried out in the country profound researches, the proposed technical solutions,
methodologies and initiatives make Bulgaria an equal partner in the international technical and
scientific partnership. The country’s experience in using local and traditional methods, mainly
for the sustainable use of the genetic resources, including the ex situ conservation of the genetic
resources of valuable animal and plant species, is quite significant.

The people that are responsible for the relations with international organizations are mostly state
employees of high qualification. However, their number is too limited. It is anticipated that their
number will be increased. The participation of scientists and representatives of the local NGOs
with high competency will beinvolved.

259 to 267. The establishment of the national Clearing House Mechanism for the biodiversity is
a main responsibility of the Ministry of Environment and Water (MOEW). This establishment
aims to fulfill the regulations of the CBD and is incorporated in the MOEW’s policy for
transparency of its activities.

The national mechanism for data exchange is very useful for the biodiversity conservation as it
will help put the solution of the related to biodiversity conservation issues on a wide institutional
and public basis. It will also help coordinate the efforts of the interested physical and juridical
persons in reaching the goal.

The first practica steps to the establishment of the national Biodiversity Clearing House
Mechanism are:

-The Clearing House M echanism establishment is financed by the GEF through UNDP,

-The aims, objectives, structure, extent, users, as well as the legidative, hardware and software
demands for the mechanism were studied. The experience and a future relation with the currently
existing European Biodiversity Clearing House M echanisms were a so studied.

-A workshop with the participation of the interested government institutions and NGO's was
carried out in order to specify the obligations and activities of the units responsible for the
mechanism establishment and support.

It is anticipated that the establishment of the mechanism will be finished by the end of 2001. It
will be based on web-technol ogies. The mechanism will be governed by a Steering Committee at
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the national level. The main MOEW’ s input is expected during the sustainable development of
the mechanism in the future when the | atter will be broadened in response to the increasing
information requirementsin

Article 19 Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits

268. What is the relative priority afforded to i nplenentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

269. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and recomendat i ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

268; 269. The handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits has a high priority in
Bulgaria. The country’s resources for meeting the obligations and recommendation made in
Article 19 of the CBD are limiting.

270. Has your country taken measures to provide for the effective participation in
bi ot echnol ogi cal research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide the
genetic resources for such research (19(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

|f so, are these neasures:

a) Legislation X
b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation X
c) Policy and admi ni strative measures X

271. Has your country taken all practicable neasures to pronote and advance priority
access on a fair and equitable basis by Contracting Parties to the results and
benefits arising from bi ot echnol ogi es based upon genetic resources provided by those
Contracting Parties (19(2))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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Decision IV/3. Issues related to biosafety and Decision V/1. Wrk Pl an
of the Intergovernnental Conmittee for the Cartagena Protocol on
Bi osafety

272. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety?

a) not a signatory

b) signed, ratification in progress

c) instrunent of ratification deposited X

Further conmments on inplenmentation of this Article

270 to 273. Biotechnology has been comparatively well developing in Bulgaria during the last
two decades, both in scientific and applied aspect. There are numbers of laboratories in the
country, using in vitro cultures methods for micro propagation of vauable cultivars and
horticultures, or producing virus-free planting material. Biotechnological methods are used for
restoration of endangered natural populations of plants or animals.

In the Institute of Genetic Engineering, Kostinbrod, recombinant DNA technologies are used for
obtaining genetically modified plants, resistant to herbicides and pesticides.

Currently, the release into the environment of GMOs is covered by a Regulation on the basis of
the Seeds Act. Thisis"“Regulation on the deliberate release into the environment of genetically
modified higher plants obtained by recombinant DNA technology”, 1996, which requires a
permit from the Minister of Agriculture and Forestr for the introduction into the environment of
GMOs.

The Bulgarian Government is preparing a comprehensive Act on GMOs that aims to offer the
basis for the implementation of the EC Directive 90/219/EEC, EC Directive 90/220EEC, as well
as the specific requirements of CBD expressed by the Cartagena protocol on Biosafety (recently
ratified by the Bulgarian Parliament).

The objective of the draft Act isto protect human health and environment from possible adverse
impacts of GMOs. The draft covers the import and export, contained use, deliberate release into
the environment, and placing on market of GMOs.

The draft provides that:

- Contained use of GMOs can only be carried out by persons licensed by the State Commission
for the GMOs use;

- The State Commission issues permits for releases, placing on the market, import and export of
GMOs and products containing GMOs in Bulgaria;

- Each permit will be issued on abasis of entire risk assessment for each case;

The risk assessment has to be made on two directions:

- Horizontal- meaning, impact of GMOs inside the same species and
-Vertical — meaning, impact of GMOs on other living creatures including the human beings.

The primarily involved Ministries are the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestr and the Ministry of

Environment and Water.

In order to inform involved parties and the public, a number of meetings and seminars were
organized focusing on GMOs in general and the preparation of the GMO Act.

The draft Act provides for the establishment of aregister of GMOs, which isto be established
and maintained by the State Commission for GMO and accessible for the public in its
nonconfidential parts.The finalization of the draft isin process.




76

Article 20 Fi nanci al resources

273. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

274. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

273; 274. Thefinancia sources for the biodiversity conservation are limiting in Bulgaria.

275. Has your country provided financial support and incentives in respect of those
national activities which are intended to achi eve the objectives of the Convention
(20(1))?

a) no

b) yes — incentives only

c) yes — financial support only

d) yes — financial support and incentives X

| f a devel oped country Party -

276. Has your country provided new and additional financial resources to enable
devel opi ng country Parties to neet the agreed incremental costs to them of

i npl ementi ng neasures which fulfil the obligations of the Convention, as agreed
bet ween you and the interimfinancial nechanism (20(2))?

a) no

b) yes
I f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition —
277. Has your country received new and additional financial resources to enable you
to meet the agreed full incremental costs of inplenmenting measures which fulfil the

obligati ons of the Convention (20(2))?

a) no

b) yes X

| f a devel oped country Party -

278. Has your country provided financial resources related to inplenentation of the
Convention through bilateral, regional and other nultilateral channels (20(3))?

| f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

279. Has your country used financial resources related to inplenentation of the
Convention frombilateral, regional and other nultilateral channels (20(3))?

a) no

b) yes X
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Decision Il11/6. Additional financial resources

280. I's your country working to ensure that all funding institutions (including
bi | ateral assi stance agencies) are striving to make their activities nore supportive
of the Convention?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

281. I's your country cooperating in any efforts to devel op standardi zed i nformation
on financial support for the objectives of the Convention?

a) no

b) yes (please attach information) X

Deci sion V/11. Additional financial resources

282. Has your country established a process to nonitor financial support to
bi odi versity?

a) no

b) procedures bei ng established X

c) yes (please provide details)

283. Are details avail abl e of your country’s financial support to nationa
bi odi versity activities?

a) no

b) not in a standardi zed format

c) yes (please provide details) X

284. Are details available of your country’'s financial support to biodiversity
activities in other countries?

a) not applicable

b) no X

c) not in a standardized format

d) yes (please provide details)

Devel oped country Parties -

285. Does your country pronote support for the inplenmentation of the objectives of
the Convention in the funding policy of its bilateral funding institutions and those
of regional and nultilateral funding institutions?

a) no

b) yes
Devel opi ng country Parties -
286. Does your country di scuss ways and neans to support inplenentation of the
obj ectives of the Convention in its dialogue with funding institutions?

a) no

b) vyes X
287. Has your country conpiled information on the additional financial support

provi ded by the private sector?
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a) no X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

288. Has your country considered tax exenptions in national taxation systenms for
bi odi versity-rel ated donati ons?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national conditions

c) exenptions under devel opnent X

d) exenptions in place

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

275; 277; 279 to 283; 286; 288. The mgor internal financial sources for conservation and
management of the biological diversity are the budgets of MOEW, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forest and the other Ministries that are use and manage sustainably biological resources. The
amount of the money is planned a year ahead and the accountancy is strictly controlled.

The international support is of enormous importance to the biodiversity protection in the
country. This support is carried out mostly by means of international projects. An idea of the
necessary and the provided amounts could be obtained from the financial part of the National
Biodiversity Conservation Plan.

The sum of the funds necessary for the implementation of the National Plan totals 44,355
thousand levs for the five-year period of its operation. This amount is very small when compared
to the investments in the country’ s Socio-economic Sectors.

Non-secured funds were 21 274 thousand levs to year 2000. The provided by the MOEW funds
were 13 124 thousand levs, from the other Ministries — 5 695 thousand levs and from
international institutions — 4 262 thousand levs.

Additional sources for biodiversity conservation funding are some of the activities in the
National Parks, like cutting woods, grazing, collection of mushrooms and medicinal plants, etc.
The benefits from the funds provided by the European Council and the CBD for participation of
Bulgarian speciaists in the forums, organized by the CBD, by the Paneuropean Startegy on
Biodiversity and Landscape Conservation and other institutions related to the biodiversity
conservation, are immense.
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Article 21 Financi al nmechani sm

289. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

290. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting | d) Severely linmiting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

289; 290. The development of specific financial mechanisms for the provision of funds for the
biodiversity conservation of the states that are members of the Convention is considered
essential in Bulgaria. However, it is obvious that both the national and the international
resources for the purpose are limited, since there is no significant successin the field so far.

291. Has your country worked to strengthen existing financial institutions to
provi de financial resources for the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
di versity?

a) no
b) yes X
Decision I11/7. Guidelines for the review of the effectiveness of the
fi nancial mechani sm
292. Has your country provided information on experiences gai ned through activities

funded by the financial nechanisnf

a) no activities

b) no, although there are activities

c) yes, within the previous national report

d) yes, through case-studies

e) yes, through other neans (please give details bel ow) X

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

291; 292. The information on the accomplishment of the activities regarding the biodiversity
conservation is a disposal at the National Statistics Institute; in the annual reports for the
National Biodiversity Conservation Plan; in the chapters for nature and biodiversity conservation
of the reports of the different Ministries on their overall work; in the reports for biodiversity
conservation related tasks, for the accomplishment of which the Ministries contract other
institutions, etc.
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Article 23 Conference of the Parties

293. How many people from your country participated in each of the neetings of the
Conference of the Parties?

a) COP 1 (Nassau)

b) COP 2 (Jakarta)

c) COP 3 (Buenos Aires)

d) COP 4 (Bratislava) 3

e) COP 5 (Nairobi) 2

Decision 1/6, Decision I1/10, Decision Il1/24 and Decision |V/17.
Fi nance and budget

294. Has your country paid all of its contributions to the Trust Fund?

Decision IV/16 (part) Preparation for neetings of the Conference of the
Parties

295. Has your country participated in regional neetings focused on di scussing
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention before any neetings of the Conference of the Parties?

a) no X

b) yes (please specify which)

If a devel oped country Party —

296. Has your country funded regi onal and sub-regi onal neetings to prepare for the
COP, and facilitated the participation of devel oping countries in such neetings?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details bel ow)

Deci sion V/22. Budget for the programme of work for the biennium 2001-
2002

297. Did your country pay its contribution to the core budget (BY Trust Fund) for
2001 by 1°' January 2001?

a) yes in advance

b) yes on tine

c) no but subsequently paid

d) not yet paid X

298. Has your country made additional voluntary contributions to the trust funds of
t he Convention?

a) yes in the 1999-2000 bi enni um

b) yes for the 2001-2002 bi enni um

c) expect to do so for the 2001-2002 bi enni um X
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d) no
Further comments on inplementation of this Article
Article 24 Secretari at
299. Has your country provided direct support to the Secretariat in terns of
seconded staff, financial contribution for Secretariat activities, etc?
a) no X
b) yes

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

Article 25 Subsidiary body on scientific, technical and technol ogica
advi ce

300. How many people from your country participated in each of the neetings of
SBSTTA?

a) SBSTTA | (Paris)

b) SBSTTA || (Montreal)

c) SBSTTA Il (Montreal)

d) SBSTTA |V (Montreal)

RlRr|Rr]|R]| R

e) SBSTTA V (Montreal)

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

300. Having in mind the bulky data, considered at the sittings of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, as well as the fact that usually the work is done
by more than one team, it is recommended that funds for the participation of at least two
representatives from the countriesin transition are provided.
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Article 26 Reports

301. What is the status of your first national report?

a) Not submtted

b) Summary report subnitted

c) Interimdraft report subnitted

d) Final report submtted X

If b), c) or d), was your report subnitted:

by the original deadline of 1.1.98 (Decision I11/9)?

by the extended deadline of 31.12.98 (Decision |V/14)? X

Later (please specify date)

Deci sion |1V/14 National reports

302. Did all relevant stakeholders participate in the preparation of this national
report, or in the conpilation of information used in the report?
a) no
b) yes X
303. Has your country taken steps to ensure that its first and/or second national
report(s) is/are available for use by rel evant stakehol ders?
a) no
b) yes X
If yes, was this by:
a) i nformal distribution?
b) publ i shing the report?
c) maki ng the report avail abl e on request?
d) posting the report on the Internet? X

Deci sion V/19. National reporting

304. Has your country prepared voluntary detailed thematic reports on one or nore of
the items for in-depth consideration at an ordinary neeting of the parties, follow ng
t he gui del i nes provi ded?

a) no X

b) yes — forest ecosystens

c) yes — alien species

d) yes — benefit sharing

Further conments on inplementation of this Article
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305. I's your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the

princi pl es and gui dance contained in the annex to decision V/6?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) sone aspects are being applied

d) substantially inplenmented

X

306. I's your country devel opi ng practical expressions of the ecosystem approach for

nati onal policies and legislation and for inplenmentation activities,

with adaptation

to local, national, and regional conditions, in particular in the context of

activities devel oped within the thematic areas of the Convention?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) sone aspects are being applied X
d) substantially inplenented
307. I's your country identifying case studies and inplenenting pilot projects that

denonstrate the ecosystem approach, and using workshops and ot her nmechani sns to

enhance awareness and share experience?

a) no

b) case-studies identified

c) pilot projects underway

d) workshops pl anned/ hel d

e) information avail able through CHM

308. I's your country strengthening capacities for inplenentation of the ecosystem
approach, and providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to

i npl emrent the ecosystem approach?

a) no

b) yes within the country X

c) yes including support to other Parties
309. Has your country pronoted regional co-operation in applying the ecosystem
approach across nati onal borders?

a) no X

b) informal co-operation

c) formal co-operation (please give details)
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I nl and wat er ecosystens

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

310. Has your country included i nformati on on biol ogical diversity in wetlands when
providing informati on and reports to the CSD, and considered including inland water
bi ol ogi cal diversity issues at neetings to further the recommendati ons of the CSD?

a) no
b) yes X
311. Has your country included inland water biological diversity considerations in

its work with organi zations, institutions and conventions affecting or working with
i nl and wat er ?

a) no

b) yes X

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition —

312. When requesting support for projects relating to inland water ecosystens from
the GEF, has your country given priority to identifying inmportant areas for
conservation, preparing and inplenenting integrated watershed, catchment and river
basi n managenent plans, and investigating processes contributing to biodiversity |oss?

a) no
b) yes X
313. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work specified in annex 1 to the

deci sion, and identified priorities for national action in inplenmenting the programre?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes X

Deci sion V/2. Progress report on the inplenentation of the programme of
work on the biological diversity of inland water ecosystens
(inpl ementation of decision IV/4)

314. I's your country supporting and/or participating in the River Basin Initiative?
a) no X
b) yes
315. I's your country gathering informati on on the status of inland water biol ogical
di versity?
a) no
b) assessnents ongoi ng X

c) assessnents conpl et ed

316. Is this information available to other Parties?

a) no

b) yes - national report

c) yes — through the CHM

d) yes — other means (please give details bel ow) X

317. Has your country devel oped nati onal and/or sectoral plans for the conservation
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and sust ai nabl e use of inland water ecosystens?

a) no

b) yes — national plans only

c) yes — national plans and major sectors X

d) vyes — national plans and all sectors

318. Has your country inpl enented capacity-buil ding neasures for devel opi ng and
i npl ementi ng these pl ans?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

319. Is the conservation and sustai nabl e use of wetlands, and of migratory species
and their habitats, fully incorporated into your national strategies, plans and
programes for conserving biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes X

Furt her comrents on inplenmentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed progranme of work

305 to 308. The ecosystem approach of biodiversity conservation and studying was applied into
the national policies and legislation and for implementation activities and their adaptation to
local, regional and national levels. This means that the whole ecosystem was studied, even where
only some of its abiotic and biotic components were of conservation importance and were the
basic object for conservation. The threats for the biodiversity were discussed separately for each
ecosystem because if their negative influence might lead to an irrevocable loss of the
biodiversity in a particular ecosystem, elsewhere the impact of the threat might be mitigated,
changed and even made favourable. It also means that the groups including territorially or
functionally close ecosystems, e.g. inland water ecosystems, marine and coastal ecosystems, etc.,
are not subjects to separate management in the country (except for the agricultural ecosystems
and forest ecosystems, which are the resource basis of separate branches of the national
economy).
However, the different Bulgarian ecosystem groups (see questions 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, please) were
detailly characterized. The values of the following parameters were determined for every
€cosystem group:
-Description (types of land, forests, water surfaces);
-Location;
-Altitude (in meters);
-Area (in hectares);
-Physical characteristics:

-Climate;

-Sail;

-Hydrology;

-Others,
-Ecological information:
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-Habitat types,

-Plant formations;

-Flora;

-Faung;
-General condition: for the ecosystem groups; plants, animals, habitats;
-Degree of study;
-Representative biological species and habitats for the ecosystem groups;
-Endangered biological species and habitats for the ecosystem groups;
-Threats to the biodiversity.
These studies were completed by a big team of specialists as a part of the development of the
National Biodiversity Conservation Plan.
An attempt in applying the ecosystem approach to the integrated management of land, water and
living resources, the essence of which is stipulated in the 12 principles discussed at the Fifth
Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD that took place 15 — 26 May, 2000 in
Nairobi, Kenya, ismade in Bulgaria.
310 to 313; 315 to 319. The groups including territorially or functionally close ecosystems,
including the inland water ecosystems, though having been detailly characterized (the values of
the parameters presented in questions 305 to 308 were determined for every group), are not
subjects to separate management in the country.
During the development of the Management Plans for the protected areas and of the sector plans,
special attention is paid to the features of the individual inland water ecosystems, to the specific
ways of their protection, management and sustainable use.

Issues on the inland water ecosystems as a union of ecosystems are treated in the National action
plan for the conservation of the most important wetlands in Bulgaria.

Mari ne and coastal biological diversity

Decision 11/10 and Decision |V/5. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
mari ne and coastal biological diversity

320. Does your national strategy and action plan pronote the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of marine and coastal biol ogical diversity?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
321. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional, admnistrative

and | egi sl ative arrangenents for the devel opnment of integrated nanagenment of narine
and coastal ecosystens?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) arrangenents in place X

322. Has your country provided the Executive Secretary with advi ce and information
on future options concerning the conservation and sustai nabl e use of marine and
coastal biological diversity?

a) no
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b) yes X

323.
pr oj

Has your country undertaken and/or exchanged i nformati on on denpnstration
ects as practical exanples of integrated nmari ne and coastal area managenent ?

a) no

b) yes — previous national report

c) yes - case-studies

d) yes - other nmeans (please give details bel ow) X

324.

Has your country programes in place to enhance and inprove know edge on the

genetic structure of |ocal popul ations of narine species subjected to stock
enhancement and/or sea-ranching activities?

a) no

b) progranmes are bei ng devel oped

c) progranmes are being inplenmented for sone species X

d) progranmmes are being i nplenented for nmany species

e) not a perceived problem

325. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work specified in an annex to the
deci sion, and identified priorities for national action in inplenmenting the programre?
a) no

b) under review

c) yes X

Deci sion V/3. Progress report on the inplenentation of the programme of

work on narine and coastal biological diversity (inplenmentation of
deci sion |V/5)

326. I's your country contributing to the inplenentation of the work plan on cora
bl eachi ng?

a) no X

b) yes

c) not relevant

327.

I's your country inplenenting other neasures in response to coral bl eaching?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details bel ow)

c) not relevant

328. Has your country submitted case-studies on the coral bleaching phenonenon to
t he Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

c) not relevant
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Further comments on inplenentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed programe of work

320 to 325. Issues on the wetlands along the Black Sea coastline are treated in the National
action plan for the conservation of the most important wetlands in Bulgaria.

Agricul tural biological diversity

Decision I11/11 and Decision IV/6. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
agricultural biological diversity
329. Has your country identified and assessed rel evant ongoi ng activities and

existing instrunments at the national |evel?

a) no

b) early stages of review and assessnent

c) advanced stages of revi ew and assessnent X

d) assessnent conpl eted

330. Has your country identified issues and priorities that need to be addressed at
the national |evel?

a) no

b) in progress

c) yes X

331. I's your country using any nethods and indicators to nonitor the inpacts of
agricul tural devel opnent projects, including the intensification and extensification
of production systens, on biological diversity?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment X

d) mechanisnms in place

332. I's your country taking steps to share experiences addressing the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes — case-studies X

c) yes — other mechani sns (pl ease specify) X
333. Has your country conducted case-studies on the issues identified by SBSTTA: i)
pol linators, ii) soil biota, and iii) integrated | andscape managenent and farm ng
systens?

a) no

b) yes — pollinators

c) yes — soil biota

d) yes — integrated | andscape nmanagenent and farm ng systens X

334. I's your country establishing or enhanci ng mechani sms for increasing public
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awar eness and under st andi ng of the inportance of the sustainable use of
agrobi odi versity conponents?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) nmechanisns in place X

335. Does your country have national strategies, progranmes and pl ans which ensure
t he devel opnent and successful inplenentation of policies and actions that lead to
sust ai nabl e use of agrobiodiversity conponents?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) nmechanisns in place X

336. I's your country pronoting the transformati on of unsustainable agricultural
practices into sustainable production practices adapted to |local biotic and abiotic
condi tions?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
337. I's your country pronoting the use of farm ng practices that not only increase

productivity, but also arrest degradation as well as reclaim rehabilitate, restore
and enhance bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

338. I's your country pronoting nobilization of farm ng comunities for the
devel opnent, nai ntenance and use of their know edge and practices in the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent X

c) yes - significant extent

339. I's your country helping to inplenent the G obal Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) yes X
340. I's your country collaborating with other Contracting Parties to identify and

pronot e sustai nable agricultural practices and integrated | andscape nanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes X
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Decision V/I5. Agricultural biological diversity: review of phase | of
the programme of work and adoption of a multi-year work progranme

341. Has your country reviewed the progranmme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you can collaborate in its inplenmentation?

a) no

b) yes X
342. I's your country pronoting regional and thematic co-operation within this

framewor k of the programme of work on agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) sone co-operation

c) w despread co-operation X

d) full co-operation in all areas

343. Has your country provided financial support for inplenentation of the progranme
of work on agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) limted additional funds

c) significant additional funds X

I f a devel oped country Party —

344. Has your country provided financial support for inplenentation of the progranme
of work on agricultural biological diversity, in particular for capacity building and
case-studies, in devel oping countries and countries with economes in transition?

a) no

b) yes within existing cooperation programe(s)

b) yes, including limted additional funds X

c) yes, with significant additional funds

345. Has your country supported actions to raise public awareness in support of
sust ai nabl e farm ng and food producti on systens that nmmintain agricul tural biological
di versity?

a) no

b) yes, to a limted extent X

c) yes, to a significant extent

346. I's your country co-ordinating its position in both the Conventi on on Bi ol ogi cal
Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) taking steps to do so

c) yes X

347. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior
| nf ormed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chem cals and Pesticides in
I nternational Trade?

a) not a signatory

b) signed — ratification in process

c) instrunent of ratification deposited X
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348. I's your country supporting the application of the Executive Secretary for
observer status in the Commttee on Agriculture of the World Trade Organi sati on?

a) no

b) yes X
349. I's your country collaborating with other Parties on the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no

b) vyes X
350. I's your country conpiling case-studies and inplenenting pilot projects rel evant
to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)

351. Has informati on on scientific assessnents relevant to genetic us

e restriction

t echnol ogi es been supplied to other Contracting Parties through nedia such as the

Cl eari ng- House Mechani sn?

a) not applicable

b) no

c) yes - national report

d) yes — through the CHM

e) yes — other means (please give details bel ow)

X

352. Has your country consi dered how to address generic concerns rega

rdi ng such

t echnol ogi es as genetic use restriction technol ogi es under international and national

approaches to the safe and sustai nabl e use of gernpl asn®?

a) no

b) yes — under consideration

c) yes — neasures under devel opment

353. Has your country carried out scientific assessnents on inter al

soci al and econonic effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a ecol ogi cal

a) no

b) sone assessnents

c) mgjor programe of assessments

354. Has your country disseninated the results of scientific assessne

nts on inter

alia ecol ogi cal, social and econom c effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a) no

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other means (please give details bel ow)

X

355. Has your country identified the ways and neans to address the po

tential inpacts

of genetic use restriction technologies on the in situ and ex situ conservation and

sust ai nabl e use, including food security, of agricultural biological diversity?
a) no
b) some nmeasures identified
c) potential neasures under review X
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d) conprehensive review conpl et ed

356. Has your country assessed whether there is a need for effective regul ations at
the national level with respect to genetic use restriction technol ogies to ensure the
safety of human health, the environnent, food security and the conservati on and
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes — regul ati on needed X

c) yes — regul ation not needed (pl ease give nore details)

357. Has your country devel oped and applied such regul ati ons taking into account,
inter alia, the specific nature of variety-specific and trait-specific genetic use
restriction technol ogi es?

a) no

b) yes — devel oped but not yet applied X

c) yes — devel oped and applied

358. Has i nformati on about these regul ati ons been made avail abl e to ot her
Contracting Parties?

a) no

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other means (please give details bel ow) X
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Further commrents on inplementation of these decisions and the
associ at ed progranme of work

329 to 343. 345 to 358. The management, conservation and sustainable use of the agrosystems,
together with some ecosystem types from the rest ecosystem groups, isimplemented in the
Agriculture branch in the system of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forest. The activities are
coordinated and controlled at the national level. The ecological legislation of the country (acts,
etc. ) isrespected in view of the biodiversity conservation.

Forest biol ogical diversity

Decision 11/9 and Decision |V/7. Forest biological diversity

359. Has your country included expertise on forest biodiversity in its del egations
to the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests?

a) no X

b) yes

c) not rel evant

360. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you can collaborate in its inplenmentation?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes X

361. Has your country integrated forest biological diversity considerations in its
partici pation and col | aboration wi th organi zations, institutions and conventions
af fecting or working with forest biological diversity?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
362. Does your country give high priority to allocation of resources to activities

t hat advance the objectives of the Convention in respect of forest biological
di versity?

a) no

b) yes X

For devel opi ng country Parties and Parties with economes in transition -

363. When requesting assistance through the GEF, |s your country proposing projects
whi ch pronote the inplementation of the programe of work?

a) no

b) yes X
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Deci sion V/4. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work for forest biological diversity

364. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity conformw th the ecosystem approach?

a) no
b) vyes X
365. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservation and

sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity take into consideration the outcone of
the fourth session of the Intergovernnental Forum on Forests?

a) no

b) yes X

366. W1l your country contribute to the future work of the UN Forum on Forests?

a) no

b) yes X
367. Has your country provided relevant information on the inplenmentation of this
wor k programme?

a) no

b) yes — subm ssion of case-studies X

c) yes — thematic national report submitted

d) yes — other means (please give details bel ow)

368. Has your country integrated national forest programmes into its nationa
bi odi versity strategies and action plans applying the ecosystem approach and
sust ai nabl e forest nmanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

369. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure participation by the forest
sector, private sector, indigenous and | ocal comunities and non-government a
organi sations in the inplenentati on of the progranme of work?

a) no

b) yes — sone stakehol ders X

c) yes — all stakehol ders

370. Has your country taken measures to strengthen national capacities including

| ocal capacities, to enhance the effectiveness and functions of forest protected area
net works, as well as national and |ocal capacities for inplenentation of sustainable
forest managenent, including restoration?

a) no

b) sone programres covering sone needs

C) nmny progranmes covering sone needs X

d) progranmes cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need

371. Has your country taken measures to inplenment the proposals for action of the
I nt ergovernmental Forum on Forests and the |ntergovernnental Panel on Forests on
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val uation of forest goods and services?

a) no

b) under consideration X

c) measures taken

Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hunid | ands

Deci sion V/23. Consideration of options for conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity in dryland, Mediterranean
arid, sem-arid, grassland and savannah ecosystens

372. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you will inplenment it?
a) no

b) under review

c) yes X
373. I's your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the
national and regional |evels, the activities identified in the programe of work?

a) no

b) to a limted extent X

c) to a significant extent

374. I's your country fostering cooperation for the regional or subregional
i npl enent ati on of the programme anpbng countries sharing simlar biones?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Furt her comrents on inplenmentation of these Decisions and the
associ at ed progranme of work

360 to 371. The management, conservation and sustainable use of the forest ecosystems,
together with some ecosystem types from the rest ecosystem groups, isimplemented in the
Forestry branch in the system of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forest. The activities are
coordinated and controlled at the national level. The ecological legislation of the country (acts,
etc. ) isrespected in view of the biodiversity conservation.

372 to 374. Individual dryland, Mediterranean, semi-arid, grassland ecosistems are objects to
the specific ways of their protection, management and sustainable use.
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Deci sion V/20. Operations of the Convention

375. Does your country take into consideration gender bal ance, invol venent of
i ndi genous peopl e and nmenbers of |ocal communities, and the range of rel evant
di sci plines and expertise, when nominating experts for inclusion in the roster?

a) no
b) yes X
376. Has you country actively participated in subregi onal and regional activities in
order to prepare for Convention neetings and enhance inplenmentati on of the Convention?
a) no
b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

377. Has your country undertaken a revi ew of national programes and needs rel ated
to the inplenmentation of the Convention and, if appropriate, informed the Executive
Secretary?

a) no

b) under way X

c) yes

Pl ease use this box to identify what specific activities your country
has carried out as a DIRECT RESULT of beconing a Contracting Party to
the Convention, referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

Practically, al the activities on biodiversity conservation in Bulgaria evolve from or are related
to the provisions of CBD and the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy.
The following activities can be consider as basic achievements regarding this concern:
-Establishment of basic acts, aswell as legidative instruments in harmonization with the
European legidlation;
-Establishment of plans and strategic documents:

- Biodiversity conservation strategy;

- Biodiversity conservation plan;

- Plans of management for the protected areas;

- Action plans for conservation of wild plant and animal species.
- Enlargement of the protected areas network;
- Designation of 3 national parks and establishment of administration bodies for their
management and security;
- Ingtitutional strengthening of the regional inspectorates at the Ministry of Environment and
Water, responsible for the biodiversity conservation in the country;
Realization of prior activities for maintenance and restoration;
- Enlargement of the scientific basis for biodiversity conservation, as well as the informational
and educational activities and the training.
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Pl ease use this box to identify joint initiatives with other Parties,
referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

The joint activities between the Bulgarian institutions and those in other countries on the
biodiversity conservation are undergoing in the range of bilateral, regional, European and world
initiatives. (Please, see questions 11 — 17 for the forms of this cooperation)

Pl ease use this box to provide any further comrents on natters rel ated
to national inplenmentation of the Convention

In accordance with its national |legislation, Bulgaria makes commitment to the CBD provisions.
Asthe provisions of CBD are mostly in principle thereis no collision with considering the
national particularity (specificity) and possibilities as well.

The wordi ng of these questions is based on the Articles of the
Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties. Please
provide information on any difficulties that you have encountered in

interpreting the wording of these questions

We highly appreciate the informational significance of the national reports and the possibility to
assume the state of the world biodiversity conservation after analyzing them. There were no

difficultiesin interpreting the wording of the questions included in the (guidelines for the)
Report.
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I f your country has conpleted its national biodiversity strategy and
action plan (NBSAP), please give the follow ng information:
Date of conpletion: The National Biological Diversity
Conservation Strategy (NBCS)- 1994
The National Biodiversity Conservation
Pl an- (NBCP) - 2000
I f the NBSAP has been adopted by the Gover nnment

By which authority?

Bul gari an Council of Mnisters

On what date?

NBCS-
NBCP-

2000
2000

If the NBSAP has been published plea

se give

Title:

The National Bi ol ogical
Conservation Strategy

The Nati onal
Pl an

Di versity

Bi odi versity Conservation

Name and address of publisher:

NBCS —Pr of essi onal
Beltsvill e, Maryl and

Printing, Inc.

NBCP- Artifex Ltd.
| SBN: NBCS- -
NBCP- 954-9724-21-2
Price (if applicable):
O her informati on on ordering:
If the NBSAP has not been publi shed
Pl ease give full details of how
copi es can be obtai ned:
If the NBSAP has been posted on a national website
Pl ease give full URL:
If the NBSAP has been | odged with an | npl enenti ng Agency of the GEF
Pl ease i ndi cate which agency: NBCS- USAI D
NBCP- UNDP

Has a copy of the NBSAP been | odged

with the Convention Secretariat?




99

Yes X No

Pl ease provide sinilar details if you have conpleted a Biodiversity
Country Study or another report or action plan relevant to the
obj ectives of this Convention

Pl ease provide details of any national body (e.g. national audit
office) that has or will review the inplenmentation of the Convention in
your country

The appropriate bodies able to review the implementation of the Convention in Bulgaria are:
-Ingtitute of Zoology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, tel. (+359 2 )9885115;
-Institute of Botany,Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,tel.(+359 2)72 0951;fax:(+359 2 )719032

-Central Environmental Laboratory, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, tel.(+359 2)716137; fax:
(+359 2) 705498.




