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Prefatory note

1. Concerning the answers in the tick boxes:

- nost of the crosses in the tick boxes are the result of discussions
during the second neeting of the contact group ‘National reporting’
(April 2001) and of onward bilateral discussions leading to a
(partial) consensus;

- when a cross is used in conbination with one or nore other marks
the cross refers to an agreenent reached by all actors except for
the actor(s) which is (are) represented by the other nmark(s);

- the following nmarks/abbreviations were used in the tick boxes of
the Second National Report to the CBD:

Br. Brussel s Capital Region

Fed. Federal |evel

Fl . FI emi sh Regi on

Mar i ne Mari ne ecosystem (= Bel gian part of the North Sea)

M cro-org. Specific situation/information related to the Bel gi an
Co-ordi nated Col |l ecti ons of M cro-organi sns (BCCM

Priv. Private sector

V4. Wal | oon Regi on

2. Concerning the notes and coments in the text boxes:

- when a note is only applicable to one region, the nane of the
region is clearly nmentioned in the note;

- when a note is applicable at a nore general Belgian level, no
hi erarchi cal authority is nmentioned;

- when, in relation to sonme articles, exanples/notes were provided
by, and only applicable to, a specific institute or university, the
nane of this institute or university is detailed
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Pl ease provide sunmary i nformati on on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders who
have been actively involved in its preparation and on material which was

used as a basis for the report

05.10.2000. During the 14" plenary neeting of the Steering Conmittee
‘Biodiversity Convention'l, nenbers were informed on COP decision V/19
regarding the drafting of the Second National Report of Belgium to the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

14.02.2001. 16'" plenary neeting of the Steering Committee ‘Biodiversity
Convention’': establishnment of a contact group aimng to develop the second
nati onal report and consisting of experts and representatives of federal and
regi onal departnents directly involved in the reporting process.

06.03.2001. First formal neeting of the contact group ‘National reporting :
determ nation of the adequate redaction nethodology for, and format of, the
second national report. For this purpose, a consensus was reached upon the
use of the questionnaire devel oped by the CBD Secretariat and reconmended in
deci sion V/ 19 of COP-5.

March-April 2001. Witten consultation round through which all stakehol ders
(experts and departments not represented during contact group neeting,
scientific institutions, private sector, non-governnmental organisations,
etc.) were invited to contribute on the basis of the questionnaire.

19. 04. 2001. Second formal neeting of the contact group ‘National reporting :
based on conpiled witten contributions received before the neeting and oral
contributions of the participants during the neeting, the questionnaire was
conpleted as much as possible. Due to the appropriate neeting organisation
(big screen projection and on-line conpletion of questionnaire), all 377
questions were discussed or at |east quoted.

End of April 2001. Based on all oral and witten contributions, a first
versi on of the second national report was w dely dissem nated. The nenbers of
the CCl EP-groups ‘Biodiversity Convention', ‘Nature', ‘Forests’, ‘Agriculture
and environment’, ‘Trade and environment’ and ‘Biosafety’, the experts of the
thematic contact groups such as ‘Ecosystem approach’ and ‘Inpact assessnent,
liability and redress’ and all the persons who already nmade some kind of
contribution received this first version and were asked to further complete
the questionnaire, to make additional notes, to give coments, etc.

June 2001. Based on the resulting contributions, comments and suggestions, a
second version of the national report was devel oped. This version was placed
on the Belgian d earing-House Mechanism (B CHVW) website as a consultation
draft giving the opportunity to all stakeholders to transmt final conments
and contributions to the National Focal Point.

The final version was submtted for approval to the CCEP and the
Interm nisterial Conference for the Environment. After approval, the official
final version was published as a paperback on 31.10.2001 and placed on the B
CHM i n repl acement of the consultation draft.

1l The Steering Committee ‘Biodiversity Convention’ acts under the Co-
ordinating Committee for International Environmental Policy (CCIEP) and includes

representatives of al | f eder al and regional departnents involved wth
bi odi versity, experts specialised in various related thenmes, and the presidents,
or their representatives, of related CCIEP-groups such as ‘Nature’, ‘Forests’,

“Agriculture and environnent’, ‘Trade and environnent’ and ‘' Biosafety’.
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Pl ease provide information on any particul ar circunstances in your
country that are relevant to understanding the answers to the questions
in this report

1. Geographical notes

Belgiumis situated in the west of Europe, bordered by the North Sea, the
Net herl ands, Germany, the Gand Duchy of Luxenbourg and France. Although a
smal | country (30,528 knf), its location favoured its past and actual position
as an economi ¢ and urban nerve centre of Europe.

Bel gium has a nmild tenperate wet climte, the south-eastern parts of the
country (High Ardennes, Eiffel) nevertheless display features of a slightly
nmore continental clinmate. Belgium offers a diversity of sites and | andscapes
due to its very long, eventful geological history, as well as the wdely
varying - at first glance alnost inperceptible - climatic conditions from one
regi on to anot her.

At the end of 2000 Bel gi um had a popul ation of 10,239,000 inhabitants. The
popul ation density reaches 335 inhabitants per square kiloneter, which nakes
Bel gium together with the Netherlands, one of the nost densely popul ated
countries in Europe. The gross national product (G\NP) of Belgium for 1998
amounts to 9,189 billions BEF. The greatest part of the GNP comes from the
tertiary sector, enploying the largest part of the working popul ation

Geographi cally Bel gi um shows three major areas: Lower Bel gium (up to 100 m
above sea level), Mddle Bel gium (between 100 and 200 m above sea |level) and
Upper Bel gium (from 200 to over 500 m above sea |evel).

2. Biological diversity

The diversity of the physical environment has resulted in an equally great
bi ol ogi cal diversity. The vast majority of conponents of the actual fauna and
flora, roughly estimated at nore than 40,000 species, colonised Bel gium after
the last glaciation, sone 12,000 years ago. During the last 100 years,
wildlife, plants, and ecol ogi cal processes have been threatened by pollution
of water, air and soils, intensive agricultural practices, fragnentation of
nature areas, etc. A significant nunmber of wld species has disappeared. This
is particularly well-docunented for higher plants, vertebrates, various
i nsect groups, spiders and non-marine nolluscs. In recent years, a recovery
of formerly declining populations in various groups has been observed, nost
probably as a result of many conservation regul ati ons and acti ons.

3. Political framework

Bel gi um gained its independence in 1830. In recent years, the country has
rapidly evolved, through four sets of institutional reforns (in 1970, 1980
1988-89 and 1993) into a federal structure. A fifth one is currently under
process. As a result, the first article of the Belgian Constitution states
nowadays: "Belgium is a Federal State which consists of Communities and
Regi ons" (see Fig. 1).

The redistribution of conpetences followed two broad lines. The first line
of reforns concerns linguistic matters and, nore broadly, everything related
to culture. Thus Belgium has three Comunities today, based on |anguage: the
Fl emi sh Community, the French Comrunity and the German-speaki ng Conmmunity.
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The second line of the State reformis historically inspired by economc
concerns, expressed by Regions who wanted to have nore autononous power. This
gave rise to the founding of three Regions: the Flenish Region, the Brussels
Capital Region and the Walloon Region. To sone extent Belgian Regions are
simlar to the Gernan ‘Lander’ or the Swiss cantons. The country is further
divided into 10 provinces (since 1 January 1995) and 589 conmunes or cities.

BELGILIM THE COMMUNITIES THE REGIONS

[ =
— 0
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Fig. 1 — Belgium a Federal State which consists of Comunities and Regions

Because of these reforns, Belgium has a very distinct and unusual
character. Under the level of the Federal Government are situated two | ower
| evel s of governnment: that of the Regions and that of the Communities, each
with their own parliament and government. Since 1980, nature conservation is
a shared responsibility of the Federal Governnment and t he Regions.

The Federal State level retains inportant areas of conpetence including
foreign affairs, defence, justice, finances, social security, inportant
sectors of public health and donestic affairs, etc. The Regions are inter
alia conmpetent in the fields of nature and water nmnagenent, |and zoning and
nature conservation, spatial planning and public works. Furthernore the
Regi ons and Communities are entitled to run foreign relations in those areas
where they are conpetent.

Al though nature conservation policy is nobstly a regional nmatter, co-
ordination bodies, under the authority of the Federal M nister for
Environment, are in charge of its international aspects. For environnenta
matters the federal co-ordinating body is the Co-ordinating Committee for
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International Environnental Policy (CCIEP), conposed by representatives of
all the federal and regional conpetent administrations. This body functions
under the high level authority of the Internministerial Conference for the
Envi ronment (1 CE), chaired by the Federal M nister for Environment.

4. Bel gium and the Convention on Biological Dversity

Bel gi um signed the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) on 5 June
1992, during the UN Conference on Environment and Developnent (R o de
Janeiro). Due to the fourth set of the institutional reform (1993) the
ratification process was conplex. The instrunent of ratification of Belgium
was deposited at the United Nations in New York on 22 Novenber 1996. Bel gi um
became hence a Contracting Party to the Convention on that day. In pursuance
of Art. 36, point 3, of the Convention, the Convention on Biological
Diversity entered into force for Belgium on 20 February 1997. In July 1995,
the CClIEP designated the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (RBINS)
as the National Focal Point for the followup of the CBD.

Several steering comittees are currently operating under the direct
authority of the CCIEP, one of these is the Steering Committee ‘Biodiversity
Convention’. Concerning the terns of reference for this Steering Conmittee,
priority was given to the preparation of the First National Report and of a
Country Study on Biological Diversity. The Steering Conmittee has also a nore
political function concerning the preparatory, participatory and negotiation
activities related to the CBD process.

As mentioned above, the inplenentation of Article 6 of the Convention on
Biological Diversity is nostly a Regional conmpetence. The objectives,
strategies and action plans of the Regions are reflected by detailed
information in relevant text boxes. However, several federal bodies also have
an inportant role in the achievenent of the ains of the Convention. These
federal bodies are mainly the Mnistry for Consuners interests, Health and
Envi ronment, the Mnistry for Econony and Scientific Research, the Mnistry
for Agriculture and Mddle Casses, and the Mnistry for Foreign Affairs,
Forei gn Trade and Devel opnent Co-operati on.

Since the Convention on Biological Diversity does not afford particular
attention to urban biodiversity, the inplementation of the Convention in
urban areas, such as the Brussels Capital Region, is not evident. At tines
were alnost half of the world s population lives in urban areas, a debate on
urban biodiversity has becone inevitable. Not only cities are suitable for a
high level of biodiversity, recent devel opment has also shown that suburban
areas often have richer biodiversity than the surroundings of agricultural
ar eas.
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The COP has established programmes of work that respond to a nunber of
Articles. Please identify the relative priority accorded to each thene
and the adequacy of resources. This will allow subsequent information on
i npl enentati on of each Article to be put into context. There are other
questions on inplenentation of the programmes of work at the end of these
gui del i nes

I nl and water ecosystens

1. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work progranme in your
country?

a) High Fl .

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

2. To what extent are the resources avail able adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) CGood

b) Adequate X

c) Limting

d) Severely linmting

Mari ne and coastal biological diversity

3. Wiat is the relative priority for inplementation of this work programre in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

4. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Cood

b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting

Agricultural biological diversity

5. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work progranme in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um Fl .

c) Low

d) Not rel evant
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6. To what extent are the resources avail able adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) CGood

b) Adequate X

c) Limting

d) Severely linmting

Forest biological diversity

7. Wiat is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programme in your
country?

a) High VA,
b) Medi um X
c) Low

d) Not rel evant

8. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good .

b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting

Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hunid | ands

9. What is the relative priority for inplementation of this work progranme in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

10. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) CGood

b) Adequate X

c) Limting

d) Severely linmting

Further conments on work progranmes and priorities

(9 & 10) There are no ‘dry and sub-hunmid lands’ in Belgium as defined under
the CBD. However, Bel gium has some projects, mainly in Africa, in relation to
this thenme and programme of work. Inter alia the Ghent University is involved
in sone local projects. Mre information can be found under Article 5 - Co-
operation.
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Article 5 Co-operation

11. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low Fl.

12. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate X | ¢) Limting Fl. d) Severely
limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

13. I's your country actively co-operating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond
national jurisdiction for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
di versity?

a) bilateral co-operation X

b) international programes

c) international agreenents X

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

14. Has your country devel oped effective co-operation for the sustai nabl e managenent of
transboundary wat ersheds, catchnments, river basins and migratory species through
bilateral and nultilateral agreenents?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow X

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

Decision 1V/15. The relationship of the CBD with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, other international agreenents,
institutions and processes or rel evance

15. Has your country devel oped managenent practices for transboundary protected areas?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow Fl.
c) yes - significant extent X
d) not rel evant
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Deci sion V/21. Co-operation with other bodies

16. Has your country collaborated with the International Biodiversity Cbservation Year
of DI VERSI TAS, and ensured conpl enentarity with the initiative foreseen to be

undert aken by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity to increase scientific

knowl edge and public awareness of the crucial role of biodiversity for sustainable
devel opnent ?

a) no

b) to alinted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Deci sion V/27. Contribution of the Convention on Biological Diversity to
the ten-year review of progress achieved since the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent

17. I's your country planning to highlight and enphasi ze bi ol ogi cal diversity
considerations in its contribution to the ten-year review of progress since the Earth
Sunmi t ?

a) no

b) yes X

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

Conments in relation to question 13:

e CHM Partnership

According to the idea of partnering role supported by the CBD Secretariat,
Belgium is hosting for the necessary tine the dearing-Houses for the
Convention on Biological Diversity of non-webconnected CHM National Focal
Poi nts (www. nat ur al sci ences. be/ bch-chbd/ bel gi unf partner. htn.

The partnership activities started in 1998 with the request from the
Denocratic Republic of Congo to develop and host their CBD CHM website. The
Bel gian National Focal Point agreed and the server of the Royal Belgian
Institute for Natural Sciences (RBINS) is hosting this CHM since 1998. This
partnership was presented by the NFP of the D.R Congo to other countries
with difficulties to develop a CHM Since the |aunch of the first partner CHM
others have foll owed. At present, the Belgian NFP is hosting the CHM websites
of: Burkina Faso, the Central African Republic, Chad, Cbte d'lvoire, the
Denocratic Republic of Congo, Guinea, Muuritania, N ger and the Republic of
Djibouti. The CHws of Burkina Faso, Mauritania, N ger, and the Republic of
DOji bouti are produced and nmi ntai ned by the webnaster of the Bel gian CHM

In 1999, the Belgian NFP received a request from Chad about the
possibility of webmaster training for the Chad CHM In Septenber 1999, a
person from Chad followed a nmonth-long training provided by the Bel gian NFP.
As a result the CHM of Chad was published on the web. The NFP of the
Denocratic Republic of Congo received training during the nonth of July 2000.
During this training, the site of the Denocratic Republic of Congo was
nmoder ni sed. These experiences and sinilar requests from other countries
showed the need for training of NFP staff of African CHVs. Therefore the NFP
devel oped a training programe to enable the persons in charge of the CHM in
their country to develop and namintain webpages for their CBD-CHM So far
three training sessions of one nmonth each were given in 2000 and 2001 to
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people from Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Cbéte d'lvoire, the
Denocrati ¢ Republic of Congo, Cuinea, Benin, Djibouti and Canmeroon. A tota
of 10 people have received training since the beginning of the partnership.
Fi nancing by the Department of Devel opment Co-operation has facilitated the
partnership initiative and training.

A secondary goal of the training was the devel opnent and |aunch of the
national CHM website of the trainees. At this nmonent the sites of the Centra
African Republic, Cdte d'lvoire, the Denocratic Republic of Congo, and CGuinea
are devel oped and mai ntai ned by their respective CHW NFP or the trainee

The partnership initiative by Belgium is still the only active CHM
partnership with developing countries in the world. African countries are
much interested in this initiative, as was again enphasised during the
“African regional nmeeting on Biosafety CH and CHM at the UNEP Head Quarters
in Nairobi, Kenya from 26-28 February 2001. Following the two presentations
on partnership and training possibilities representatives of different
countries made requests for nore information on these possibilities. Simlar
interest on the Belgian initiative was also shown by Central and Eastern
European countries during the Pan-European workshop on ‘Building the CHM
partnership’ in Bonn, 28-29 Septenber 2001

The Belgian CHM NFP participated to the ‘Séminaire régional sur la
diversité biologique et les aires protégées en Afrique centrale’ (Caneroun,
17-21.09.2001) and presented the Belgian CHM partnering role and the
i nportance of information sharing. The CHM NFP of the D.R Congo partici pated
to the ‘Deuxiéme réunion régionale du progranme de soutien a la planification
de la biodiversité pour |'Afrique de |'ouest et |'Afrique centrale (Ghana,
17-19. 09. 2001) and gave a presentation about the CHM of the D.R Congo and
the role of the CHM partnership with Bel gi um

. The Flenmi sh Community: bilateral co-operation

Chile

1996: RUG KUL- Uni versidad de Concepcion: Reconstruction, nonitoring and
renedi ation on freshwater environnents based on the use of biologica
i ndi cator speci es.

1999: RUG VIB-University of Chile-Instituto de Ci encias Bionmedicas: The use
of the micro-array technique as a tool for gene expression analysis in
mol ecul ar bi ol ogy.

1999: University Austral de Chile: Conparison of ecosystem functioning and
bi ogeochemi cal cycles in tenperate forests in southern Chile and Fl anders.

Chi na

1998: RUG VI B- Chi nese Acadeny of Sciences-Institute of Botany: Biodiversity,
conservation and sustainable use of Liliumin China.

1999: KUL-RUG Salt research Institute-Biology Departnment: Study of the
bi odi versity of Chinese Artemia Strains and their possible application in
research and aquacul ture

Costa-Ri ca
2000: Belgian Landscape Foundation: Eco-nbdel project ‘Centro Neotropico
Sarapi qui s’ — La Virgen de Sarapi quis.

Hungary

1999: KUL- RUG Hungari an Natural Hi story Miseum Departnment of  Zool ogy:
Bi odiversity in tenporary aquatic habitats: species richness and genetic
di versity in branchi opods.

1996: Institute for Forestry and Gane Managenent: ‘ Selection and inprovement
of fast growi ng tree species’
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Pol and

1996: KUL-RUG University of Woclaw. Search for the nobst potent and protease
resistant peptides of particular insect species for eventual exploitation in
pest control measures.

1998: RUG- VUB- Agri cul tural University of War saw. Envi ronnent al river
catchnent by natural or artificial wetlands.

2000: RUG UA-VUB-Agricultural University of Warsaw Ecol ogical responses to
changi ng hydrol ogi cal conditions in floodplains.

Institute for Forestry and Gane Managenent: Study of the genetic diversity of
the oak. Putting |aboratory facilities and nmeans at a PhD-student’s disposal.

Sout h- Afri ca

1995: University Ghent: Marine biol ogy.

1996: KUL-LUC- University Potchefstroom Purification and characterisation of
natural toxins from scorpions living in southern Africa targeting ion
channel s in humans and i nsects.

1996: University Ghent: feasibility study: Quality of education at the Botany
Depart ment .

1996, 1998: University Ghent: Marine biology and nematology: tuition on
bi odi versity of species and their habitats.

1996: University Chent: Bilateral tuition project on plant biotechnol ogy.

1997: RUCA- VUB- Uni versity Zululand: Conparative study of bioaccunulation and
effects of nmetals in nmussels between a tenperate and subtropical region: the
Schel dt estuary (Antwerp harbour-Fl anders) and the Ri chards Bay Harbour.

1998: KUL-LUC-VUB-University of Stellenbosch: Neural networks and advances
met hods for nonitoring and control of flotation plants.

1998: RUG VUB- University of Cape Town: Biodiversity studies on seaweed and
echinoderns in the transition between tenperate southern Africa and the
tropi cal western Indian Ccean.

1998: University Ghent: Co-operation between the University of GChent and the
University of the North (UNIN) in South-Africa in support of the post-
graduat e course on biotechnol ogy.

Bolivia
Et hno-bot ani cal research is perforned in Bolivia by the Gient University in
co-operation with Anetrac (Bolivia).

e« The Flem sh Conmunity: projects in the framework of international
agreenents and progranms, and nultilateral co-operation

The Fl em sh Governnment Direction for Nature

Bonn Convention: Reintroduction of Sahara-Sahel antelopes in Northern Africa
- pilot project in co-operation with Tunisia.

Under AEWA agreenent: Technical and financial support of the publication of
the Wader Atl as.

Under EUROBATS agreenent: Technical and financial support for the devel opnent
and publication of brochures for awareness programre on bat conservation in
East er n- Eur opean countri es.

Bern Convention: Support for the developnent of the Enerald ecological
network i n Eastern-European countries.

EU-Bird Directive: Financial support for the Conference Bird Census 2001,
especially for participation of Eastern-European del egat es.

Institute for Forestry and Gane Managenent
Under COST-action E4: European forest reserves research network (1996-1999)
(+ 15 European countries), financing of neetings (2 per year).
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Concerted action (PL97-3575): ‘Indicators for nonitoring and evaluation of
forest biodiversity in Europe’ (1996-1999), financing of neetings and
publications by EU (AIR).

European Commission and ECE-1CP Forests of the UN. Forest Condition in
Eur ope, Pan- European, yearly financing.

| CP Forests: ‘Forest Soil Expert Panel’ (financing of neetings).

COST-action E12: ‘Uban Forests and Trees’ (1997-2002), 27 European
countries, financing of neetings.

COST-action E6: ‘Eurosylva-Tree physiology’ (1996-2000), 15 countries,
financi ng of neetings.

EUFORGEN: European Forest GCenetic Resources programe. Steering Commttee.
Fi nancing neetings (every 4 year) (x20 European countries). Populus nigra
network (1 meeting per year). ‘Noble Hardwoods'-network (1 meeting per year).
‘ Soci al hardwoods’ network (1 nmeeting per year).

EC-AIR project: Inter-disciplinary research for poplar inprovenent (IRPI),
1993-1996 (ltaly, France, UK, Luxenbourg, Ireland).

‘Co-ordination for conservation, characterisation, collection and utilisation
of genetic resources of European Elns’. (1997-2001), (France, Sweden,
Germany, ltaly, Spain, Geece, UK).

EU-FAIR ‘CGenetic diversity in river popul ations of European Bl ack poplar for
eval uation of biodiversity, conservation strategies, nature devel opnent and
genetic inprovenent.’ (1998-2001) (Netherlands, Spain, France, UK, Austria,
Ger many, Hungary).

FAO Afforestation, Forestry Research, Planning and Devel opment in the Three
North Region (1996-1997), Partner China. Training of technicians and naking
avai l abl e the genetic material of the poplar (financing by DA S).
Afforestation, Forestry Research, Planning and Devel opment in the Three North
Regi on, Phase |l (1998-2002), Partner China, consultancy.

FAI R5- QLRT- 2000- 00631: ‘I nproving Fraxinus (Ash) productivity for European
needs by testing, selection, propagation and pronotion of inproved genetic
resources’ (2001-2004) (UK, France, Germany, Ilreland).

EU-LI FE project: ‘Biological Indicator of Pisciculture Integration for the
Eval uation of the Ecological Quality of Lotic Systens’ (1997 - 2000)
(research programme). This project has the objective to realise the

devel opment and the standardi sation of a fishing index for the global quality
eval uation of all watercourses within the hydrographical basin of the Meuse.
Partners are The Netherl ands, the Walloon provinces, France.

EU-programme ‘Studies in support of the comon fisheries policy’'. In the
framework of this progranme, the Institute participates in a concerted action
‘ Managenent of European eel: Establishnent of a recruitnent nonitoring system

(GLASS EEL)’ (1/12/99 till 30/11/2001), in which 12 countries participate.
This project concerns the followi ng sub-aspects with regard to the gl ass eel
research: development of a nonitoring stations-network; i nternational

standardi sation of the nonitoring nethodol ogy; devel opment of data exchange
procedures; providing historical data; costs for neetings and publications.

Inter alia in the framework of dry- and sub-humid lands, the Ghent
Uni versity had or has co-operation projects with partners in Israel and Egypt
(i.a. gernmplasm collection of Pistacia spp., Kenya (agroforestry &
et hnobotany), Togo (influence of dans on natural environnent), Senegal
(vegetati on nodel i ng, ethnobotany), Mrocco and Nani bia (both ethnobotany).

e The Wall oon Regi on: overview of ongoing projects

Wal lonia contributes to the inplenentation of Article 5 of the CBD in
Europe a.o. through the following instrunents: Pan-European Biological and
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Landscape Diversity Strategy, the Bern Convention, the Bonn Convention, the
Ransar Directive, the Habitats and Bird Directives of the EU, the Benel ux
Conventi on.

Bil ateral co-operation wth neighbouring countries (G Luxenmbourg, France,
The Net herlands, Germany) does exist for the nanagenment of transboundary
protected areas, such as the High Fens Eiffel Natural Reserve wth Germany
and the nmanagenent of the Qur Valley area together wth Luxenbourg and
Germany in the frame of the Benelux Convention and EU franeworKk.

A project plan for the transboundary nanagenment of an ecol ogical network
between GD Luxenbourg and the Walloon Region is being developed. Joint
actions are also inplemented with The Netherlands in the frame of Sal non
reintroduction in the river Meuse basin (project Sal non 2000).

In the frame of the Ramsar Convention, the Walloon Region supports the
managenent of wet zones crossed by the black stork in its mgration between
Eur ope and Senegal .

e The French Comunity: bilateral and nultilateral co-operation projects

Africa (various countries involved)

1993-2004: Ecofac — ‘Conservation et utilisation rationnelle des ecosystens
forestiers en Afrique centrale’ [the ULB is associated to this project,
executed in co-operation with the wuniversities of Yaoundé (Caneroun),
Brazzaville (Congo) and Bangui (Central African Republic), the ‘Institut de

recherché en écologie tropicale’ (Gabon), the National Her bari um of
Equatori al Gui nea and Sao Ton®; financing: EU-DG 8].

2001-2002: Planenet — ‘Les plantes neédicinales africaines sur Internet’ [ULB
in co-operation with the Universities of NMonastir (Tunisia), Aboney-Calavi
(Benin), Yaoundé (Caneroun) and Bujunbura (Burundi); financing: ‘Fonds
Francophone des I nforoutes’].

2001-2004: Diveac — ‘Diversité végétale en Afrique centrale’ [ULB and FUSAGx

in co-operation with the wuniversities of Yaoundé (Caneroun) and Bangui
(Central African Republic) and the National Herbarium of Equatorial Quinea;
financing: ‘Conseil Interuniversitaire de | a Comrunauté francai se’ and DA (.
2001- 2004: *‘ Assistance technique au Programme de conservation et utilisation
rationnell e des aires protégées contigues du Bénin, du Burkina Faso, du N ger
et de leurs zones d influence’ [ULB is associated to this project, executed
in co-operation with the universities of Benin and Nianey (Niger), and with
the ‘Centre National de |la Recherche Scientifique et Technol ogi que’ (Burkina
Faso); financing: EU-DG 8].

Béni n

1998-2002: Organisation of a third cycle on the managenent of natural
resources [ULB in co-operation with the ‘Université d Aboney-Cal avi’ (Benin);
financing: ‘Coopération Universitaire Institutionnelle'].

1999-2001: Control of fires in Benin [ULB in co-operation wth the
“Université d Aboney-Calavi’ (Benin); financing: ‘Comm ssariat Général aux
Rel ati ons Internationales de | a Comrunauté Wl |l oni e-Bruxelles’].

1999-2005: Study of the avifauna of the wet zones in the southern part of
Benin and of the denographical and ethological features of avian species
eligible to be donesticated (Anatidae, Galliformes) [ULg in co-operation with
the ‘Université Nationale du Bénin'].

2001-2002: ‘ Approche juridico-politique de la gestion des déchets et de la
conservation de la biodiversité au Bénin' [IGEAT (ULB) and CEDRE (FUSL) in
co-operation with the ‘Université Nationale du Bénin’; financing: °‘Conseil
Interuniversitaire de |la Communaut € francaise’].
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Costa Rica

1993-2000: In situ conservation of populations of Phaseolus |unatus [FUSAGX
in co-operation with the ‘Universidad de Costa Rica’ and IPGR (ltaly);
financing: DA (.

Cuba
2002- 2005: Bioconplexity and endem c fungal resources in Cuba [FUL, ULg and
UCL in co-operation with the ‘Instituto de Ecologia y Sistematica (Cuba)].

Denocratic Republic of Congo

2001-2003: The ‘Cuvette Centrale’ as reservoir of nedicinal plants [ULB is
associated to this project, executed in co-operation with the ‘lInstitut
Pédagogi que National de Kinshasa'].

Ecuador
2000- 2003: Use of nolecular data for the managenent of the Gal apagos giant
tortoi se populations [ULB in co-operation with the Charles Darwin Research
Station, the ‘Parque Nacional GCalapagos’ (Ecuador) and the Yale University
(usp)].

Equat ori al Gui nea

1997-2002: Curef - ‘Conservation et utilisation rationnelle des ecosystens
forestiers de G@uinée Equatoriale’ [ULB is associated to this project,
executed in co-operation with the National Herbarium of Equatorial Guinea].

Eur ope (nore general)
1999- 2005: Conparative phylogeography of forest rodents; phylogeography of
specific parasites [ULg in collaboration with the universities of Mntpellier
(I'l) and Perpignhan and the ‘Miseu Nacional de Historia Natural’' (Portugal);
financing: i.a. FNRS].

Madagascar

2000- 2001: ‘FEtude structurelle et fonctionelle du benthos dom nant |es
communaut és bioti ques associ ées aux ecosystens coralliens [UW in co-
operation with the University of Tulear (Madagascar); financing: Fonds de |la
Recherche Fondanental e Coll ective — FNRS].

1998-2002: Mariculture of Holothuroidea [UVH in co-operation wth the
Uni versity of Tul ear (Madagascar); financing: DG (.

Mor occo
1995-2005: ‘Recherche sur les facteurs explicatifs de l|la biodiversité des
auxiliaires (prédateurs et parasitoides) en vergers de pomes, en vue de

renforcer |le <contréle naturel des ravageurs (acariens phytophages et
psylles)’ [UCL in co-operation wth ‘|I’Ecole Nationale d' Agriculture’
(Morocco)].

Papua New Gui nea

1985-ongoi ng: Systematics and ecol ogy of macro-al gae, marine vascul ar plants,
lichens and lignicolous Fungi [ULg in co-operation with the University and
the Forest Research Institute of Papua New Guinea; financing: ‘Fonds de |a
Recherche Fondanental e Coll ective’ — FNRS].

e Scientific institutions - Federal |evel: co-operation projects

The National Botanic Garden of Belgium hosted from 1997 onwards the
secretariat of AETFAT (Association for the taxononmic study of the flora of




21

tropical Africa / Association pour |'étude taxonom que de la flore d' Afrique
tropicale) and organised in August-Septenber 2000 the XVIth AETFAT congress
under the overall theme ‘Plant systematics and geography for a better
understanding of African biodiversity'. A total of tw hundred thirty five
participants (50% of African countries) attended. The high attendance of
African del egates was nade possible through international co-operation and an
important financial input from DA C The congress was preceded and foll owed
by a series of short training courses organised by different Belgian
universities for attendants from African countries. The secretariat has
recently been transferred to Addis Ababa and gets further technical support
fromthe former Belgian secretariat in organising the next congress in 2003.
Currently the proceedings are prepared for publishing.

Since 1997, the National Botanic Garden of Belgium is collaborating with
CECODI (a NGO active mainly in the field of sustainable developnment) in a
training and research programme for the use of edible mushroons. It concerns
both the culture of species locally known as being edible and collections in
the wild, denonstrating the econonmic and social value of non tinber products
of dry forests. The aim of the programme is double: on the one hand the use
of ‘waste’ products of agriculture (as a substrate for mushroom growth) and
on the other hand the sustainable wuse of natural resources (mainly
ectonycorrhizal Fungi). The program has a strong ethno-nycol ogi cal conponent
and is strongly directed to the poorest famlies (with to limted access to
agricultural land) and the training of wonen. A book on the edible Fungi of
Benin, which has its value for the rest of Wst Africa, will be published in
2001 and is ainmed to be distributed within the region at an affordable price.

The departnent of African Zool ogy of the Royal Mseum for Central Africa
(RMCA) has bilateral devel opment co-operation projects with African partners
in several countries, covering the following fields: ornithology (BirdLife -
Caneroon, MJ ENR - Uganda, UNIKIS — D.R Congo, CNDRS - Conoros, UCT — South
Africa), entonology and invertebrates (NWK - Kenya, |vory Coast, SADC region,
BEST — D. R Congo), ichthyology (TAFIR - Tanzania, Fisheries Dept. - Zanbia)
and manmalogy (UNIKIS - D.R Congo). Projects have a general focus on
education capacity building (museol ogy) and/or taxonom c expertise support
for biodiversity inventories.

Specific projects on freshwater biodiversity resources in Africa and
Sout h- East Asia involve active co-operation with institutions in the Ilvory
Coast, Benin, Ghana, Quinea, Vietnam and |ndonesia. These projects are inter
alia financed by DA C, the European Union and the Wrld WIldlife Fund for
Nat ur e.

The Belgian CHM NFP is a partner of the EURODETS initiative, which is
currently under devel opnent. It involves several European countries (Bel gium
France, GCermany, Italy, the Netherlands) and is co-ordinated by the Gernan
CHM NFP. EURODETS, or Nature Detectives on the Internet, ains to support the
awareness raising on the Convention on Biological Diversity in Europe and
Pan- Europe by conbining direct field observations in nature with Internet
through visualisation of nature-based observations on maps and through
i nteractive fora.

The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences is co-operating in the
European Union Project PASCALIS (Protocols for the Assessnent and
Conservation of Aquatic life in the Subsurface). Object: assessnment and
conservation of groundwater biodiversity in Europe. Partners: wuniversities
and nuseuns in France, Spain, Italy and Sl oveni a.

Wth respect to the Antarctic Treaty, Belgium co-operates wth other
parties in the framework of the SCAR programme (Scientific Conmittee on
Antarctic Research - working group Biology). URL: www.scar.org (see also
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Article 18). Ant’ phipoda, another RBINS project on the Antarctic, is a web
reference centre on narine biodiversity in the Antarctic, and is devoted to
anphi pod crust aceans.

The RBINS actively participates in the devel opment of the ENBI initiative
(Eur opean Network of Biodiversity Information), which is the European Union's
contribution to GBIF. It is also a nenber of ENHSIN (European Natural History
Speci men I nformati on Network) and is the co-ordi nator of the European network
of museuns CASTEX.

Under the GEF Pilot Phase, Belgium has co-financed a project called
‘CGestion participative des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune’ in Burkina
Faso/ Cote d'lvoire on participatory managenent of natural resources

(14-15) Flanders — Transboundary protected areas for which a comon
managenent plan has been developed or is being devel oped: transboundary
Nature Park ‘De Zoom Kal nt houtse Heide', the Scheldt estuary area, G ensnmas
(area along the Maas river), Stanprooierbroek. At the coast there is a
transboundary nanagenment programme in relation to the ‘Zwin’, and in the
coastal area between Dui nkerken (France) and Lonbardsijde (Flanders). On the
basis of a ‘transboundary ecological plan’ nmore sites have been identified
for the future devel opment of a common policy and nmanagenent plan (Wallonia:
see coments on question 13).

(16) A Belgian research project, LITUS, was developed in the frame of |BOY-
DI VERSI TAS. Aim of the project is to study interactions of biodiversity,
productivity and tourism on European sandy beaches. The project, financed by
federal funds, 1is <co-ordinated at the Marine Biology Section (Ghent
Uni versity).
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Article 6 General neasures for conservati on and sustai nabl e use

18. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the

associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High X b) Medium Fl.

c) Low

19. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for
recommendat i ons nmade?

neeting the obligations and

a) Good b) Adequat e X |e¢) Limting |Fl-

d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

20. What is the status of your national biodiversity strategy (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel oprment Br.

c) advanced stages of devel opnent Fl. | Fed.

d) conpl eted2

e) conpleted and adopt ed2 A.

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e Fl.
21. What is the status of your national biodiversity action plan (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel oprment Br.

c) advanced stages of devel opnent Wa. / Fl

d) conpl et ed2

e) conpleted and adopt ed2

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e Fl .

22. Do your national strategies and action plans cover all
(6a)?

articles of the Convention

a) sone articles only

b) nost articles

c) all articles

23. Do your national strategies and action plans cover integration of other sectoral

activities (6b)?

a) no

b) sone sectors

c) all mjor sectors

d) all sectors

2/ Please provide information requested at the end

of these guidelines.
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Decision 11/7 and Decision I111/9 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8

24. |s action being taken to exchange infornmati on and share experience
action planning process with other Contracting Parties?

on the national

a) little or no action Fl .
b) sharing of strategies, plans and/or case-studies
c) regional neetings X

25. Do all of your country's strategi es and action plans include an int
operati on conponent ?

ernational co-

a) no

b) yes X
26. Are your country’s strategies and action plans co-ordinated with those of
nei ghbouring countries?

a) no

b) bilateral/multilateral discussions under way

c) co-ordinated in some areas/thenes X

d) fully co-ordinated

e) not applicable

27. Has your country set measurable targets within its strategi es and acti on pl ans?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranme in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

Fl .

If a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

28. Has your country received support fromthe financial mechanism for
of its national strategy and action plan?

t he preparation

a) no

b) yes

If yes, which was the | nplenenting Agency (UNDP/ UNEP/ Wr| d Bank) ?

Decisions I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and

bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

29. Are the national focal points for the CBD and the conpetent authori

ties of the

Ramsar Convention, Bonn Convention and Cl TES co-operating in the inplenmentation of

these conventions to avoi d duplication?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent Fl .
c) yes — significant extent X
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

(20) Both the Flenmish and Willoon Region have developed a biodiversity
strategy for the CBD-issues belonging to their conpetences (see below). The
Brussels Capital Region did not develop a strategy as such, but strategic
priorities are nentioned in various nanagenent plans and progranmes.

At the federal level, strategic actions on biodiversity related themes are
stated in the Federal Plan for Sustainable Developnent. Strategic elenents
were also nmentioned in the First National Report of Belgium to the CBD,
publ i shed in 1998.

At the national level, a national biodiversity strategy is being
devel oped, mminly based on all docunents referenced above and ainming to
integrate biodiversity considerations into progranmes and plans for all
concerned sectors. The National Strategy will be published in 2002.

(20 & 21) Flanders - The Environnental Policy and Nature Devel opnent Pl an
(MNA-Plan 2: 1997-2001) is currently being inplemented. The overall aimis
to enhance integration of nature conservation and environnental policy into
other sectoral and cross-sectoral policies. MNA-Plan 2 includes an overall
action plan for 13 Thenes. Loss of biodiversity is one of the main thenes.
The Plan indicates specific goals, identifies expected outconmes as well as a
timetable and the nmeans to achieve them and establishes an institutional
framework for the inplenentation. A nore detailed action plan is published
every year to indicate inplenmentation on a yearly basis.

On the level of local authorities a Provincial Environment and Nature Plan
by each of the 5 Provinces of Flanders is devel oped every 5 years.

Under the sectoral jurisdiction, specific policy planning documents are
being developed; e.g. nature conservation policy plan and action plan,
forestry action plan, integrated water policy plan. Al of +those are
integrated in the overall goals and targets of the environment policy plan
but also include the detailed planning of the inplenentation (= action plan)
under each sector. The next Environment-Nature Plan (M NA-Plan 3: 2002-2007)
i s being devel oped.

Reporting on the inplenentation is published in environment and nature
reports: MRA-1 (1994), M RA-2 (1996), MRA-T 1998 (report on the
i npl ementation of each of the 13 thenmes of the MNA-Plan), MRA-T 1999 and
M RA-S 2000 which describes scenario’s for future devel opnent for 23 themes.
An extensive reporting on nature conservation policy and inplenmentation is
published in 1999 in the Nature Report 1. The next report, Nature Report 2,
is in preparation.

(20 & 21) Wallonia - The Environmental Plan for Sustainable Devel opment in
the Wall oon Region (PEDD), adopted by the Willoon Government on 9 March 1995,
constitutes the Region's contribution for a Biodiversity Strategy (Book 3,
chapter 1 - Biodiversity Conservation). The Region's CBD Action Plan, the
‘Nature Conservation Plan’, based on the concept of ecological network, is
bei ng devel oped.

The Walloon Region has also adopted the following strategic plans and
projects that take into account biodiversity issues: the Regional Spati al
Devel opnent Project (SDER), for which the Walloon Code of Town and Country
Pl anni ng, Urban Devel opnment and Heritage (CWATUP) serves as |egal basis, the
Wal | oon Program of Rural Devel opment and finally the Contract for the Future
in Walloon Region, which gives orientations for the developnent of the
Region. Al these plans are dealing with biodiversity as an inportant el enment
of Walloon natural heritage.
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(29) The Belgian Co-ordinating Committee for International Environnental
Policy (CCIEP) assures the co-ordination for all international aspects of
environmental policy. The CCIEP is conmposed by representatives of all the
federal and regional conpetent administrations. Several steering committees
are operating under the direct authority of the CCIEP. One of these is the
Steering Committee ‘Biodiversity Convention’. To achieve an efficient co-
ordination at this level, the presidents (or their representatives) of other
CCl EP- groups concerned by the inplenmentation of the CBD, such as ‘Nature’,
‘Forests’, ‘Bi osafety’, “Agriculture and Environnent’ and ‘Trade and
Environment’, are invited to each neeting of this Steering Conmittee.

The Nature Goup of the CCIEP, chaired by the Nature and Forestry Division
of the Walloon Region, is in charge of the follow up of CBD-related nature
Conventions, such as ClTES, Ransar , Ber n, Bonn, etc. Regarding the
preparation of CBD neetings such as SBSTTA and COP, the Nature Goup is
preparing the Belgian positions concerning Article 8 of the Convention. The
Nature Group also co-ordinates the followup of the Pan-European Bi ol ogical
and Landscape Diversity Strategy.
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Article 7 ldentification and nonitoring

30. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High Va. b) Medium Fl. c) Low Br.

31. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate | V&. |c¢) Limiting |Fl. |d) Severely linmiting Fed. / Br.

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Brussel s Capital Region — Databases of several groups are being devel oped.
Coll ection of data is limted to a few groups. No resources are available for
anal ysi s.

Flanders - Although nore attention and neans have been allocated to
identification, inventories and nonitoring of biodiversity through the
implementation of MNA-Plan 2, the available resources are still limting

adequate knowl edge of the ~country-wide biological diversity and good
understanding of the effects of processes and activities having an inmpact on
bi odi versity.

National |evel — More information on the indicators used in Belgiumin the
franme of the Convention on Biological Diversity can be found in the thematic
report ‘Indicators for biological diversity in Belgiunmi. This report has been

conpiled by the National Focal Point in response to Notification 2001-05-
17/02 from the Executive Secretary of the CBD, and is based on contributions
of various federal, regional and community actors. It is available at the NFP
and on the CHM NFP website.

32. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at species |level (7a)?

a) mniml activity

b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species) or

i ndi cators
c) for a range of nmmjor groups X
d) for a conprehensive range of species Fl .

33. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programme at ecosystem|level (7a)?

a) minimal activity

b) for ecosystens of particular interest only

c) for mmjor ecosystens X

d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens

34. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory progranmme at genetic |level (7a)?

a) mnimal activity

b) m nor programme in sone sectors

C) nmmjor programe in some sectors X

d) major programme in all relevant sectors
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35. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring progranmres at species |evel (7a)?
a) mniml activity
b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species) or X
i ndi cat ors
c) for a range of mmjor groups .
d) for a conprehensive range of species
36. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at ecosystem | evel (7b)?
a) miniml activity
b) for ecosystens of particular interest only
c) for mmjor ecosystens X
d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens
37. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programmes at genetic |level (7b)?
a) mnimal activity
b) m nor programme in sone sectors
C) nmmjor programe in some sectors X
d) major programme in all relevant sectors
38. Has your country identified activities with adverse affects on biodiversity (7c)?
a) limted understandi ng
b) threats well known in sone areas, not in others X
c) nost threats known, sone gaps in know edge .
d) conprehensi ve under st andi ng
e) reports avail able .
39. I's your country nonitoring these activities and their effects (7c)?
a) no Br.
b) early stages of programe devel opnment Fl .
c) advanced stages of programre devel opment
d) progranme in place V.
e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e A,
40. Does your country co-ordinate information collection and managenent at the nati onal
| evel (7d)?
a) no
b) early stages of programe devel opnment Fed. / FI.
c) advanced stages of programre devel opment
d) progranme in place .

e)

reports on inplenentation avail abl e
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41. Has your country identified national

i ndi cators of biodiversity?

a) no

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway Br.

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow) FIl. / VW

42. 1s your country using rapid assessment and renote sensing techni ques?
a) no
b) assessing opportunities Fed.
c) yes, to alimted extent Fl .
d) yes, to a mgjor extent .

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

43. Has your country adopted a “step-by-step” approach to inplementing Article 7 with
initial enphasis on identification of biodiversity conponents (7a) and activities
havi ng adverse effects on them (7c)?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes X

44. |'s your country co-operating with other Contracting Parties on pilot projects to
denbnstrate the use of assessnent and indi cator nethodol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes (if so give details bel ow

45. Has your country prepared any reports of experience with application of assessment
met hodol ogi es and made these avail able to other Contracting Parties?

a) no X

b) yes

46. |'s your country seeking to make taxonom c information held in its collections nore
wi del y avail abl e?

a) no relevant collections

b) no action

c) yes (if so, please give details bel ow) X

Decision V/7. ldentification, nonitoring and assessnent, and indicators

47. |'s your country actively involved in co-operating with other countries in your

region in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnent ?
a) no
b) limted co-operation FIl. / Br.
Cc) extensive co-operation on sone issues X
d) extensive co-operation on a wi de range of issues
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48. Has your country rmade avail abl e case studi es concerni ng the devel opment and
i npl ementati on of assessnent, nonitoring and indi cator progranmes?

a) no

b) yes - sent to the Secretariat

c) yes — through the national CHM X

d) yes — other neans (please specify) X

49. |'s your country assisting other Parties to increase their capacity to devel op
i ndi cator and nonitoring progranmes?

a) no

b) providing training

c) providing direct support

d) sharing experience

e) other (please describe)

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

(32-34) No coherent information system is available in Belgium nor in the
different regions, although some initiatives, mainly at the regional |evel,
to remedy to this situation are underway. For the nonent however, nost
inventories are still <conducted by separate wuniversity |aboratories or
research institutions in the frame of on-going research projects or on
request of governnental administrations or agencies. No global database is
avai | abl e and each research group holds its own data.

(32-37) Walloon Region - An Observatory of Fauna, Flora and Habitats (OFFH)
has been set up at the Nature, Forests and Wod Research Centre of the
Wal l oon Region. It takes care of collecting and analysing data relating to
bi ol ogi cal diversity, which is done through the collaboration between a wide
range of naturalists, scientists and officials of the Nature and Forestry
Di vi si on.

The programmes define a set of biodiversity state indicators as well as
indicators of the situation of the Walloon environment (bio-indicators), and
meet the requirenents of the Ofice for Nature and Green Space Conservation,
those of the Walloon Senior Nature Conservation Council or of international
bodi es such as the European Union or the Council of Europe.

The basic assignments of the OFFH are: organizing and co-ordinating the
collection and analysis of biological data in order to gather information
about the state of biodiversity in Wallonia; defining the nmain lines of a
strategy for its conservation and assess its effectiveness; standardizing,
recording and managing biological data collected wthin the scope of
agreenments or subsidies by the Wlloon Region; dissemnating information,
encouraging interaction and organi zi ng exchanges between specialists, nature
| overs, authorities, universities and the general public. The aim for the
years to cone is to continue to devel op four work progranmes:

- The ‘Inventory and Monitoring of Biodiversity - Mpnitoring of the state of
the environment through bio-indicators’ (1SB-SURWAL) Programme: the general
aim is to describe and nonitor the distribution of species belonging to
various nmjor biological groups. The regularly nonitored biological groups
are birds, dragonflies, butterflies, orchids, reptiles, anphibians and bats.
Monitoring is organised in collaboration with naturalist associations. This
choice allows a wi de range of expertise to be maintained (many coll aborators,
diversity of nonitored taxa and w despread coverage of the territory) and
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enabl es naturalist associations to be helped in developing their activities.
The network of collaborators forned in this way is also regularly questioned
by authorities (requests for opinions, expert appraisal of areas, lists of
species, etc.).

- The ‘Inventory and Monitoring of Habitats’ (ISH) Programme: the general aim
is to make an inventory and nonitor the distribution of habitats. This
programme is in the process of being developed. It wll lead, on the one
hand, to standardizing the way in which habitats are described and napped out
and, on the other hand, to nonitoring the evolution of |andscapes. An
anbitious project for the inventory and nonitoring of habitats conbining
ground plotting and satellite data is being prepared.

- The ‘Inventory of Sites of Great Biological Interest’ (SGAB) Progranme: the
general objective is to gather information concerning areas that harbour
species and habitats of great biological interest and integrate it into a
standardi sed system After having gathered existing infornmation together, a
second phase will be inplenented to assess priorities as far as initiatives
for the conservati on and managenent of the natural heritage are concerned.

- The ‘System of information on Biodiversity in Wallonia (SIBW Progranme:
the aimis to disseninate information collected within the scope of the first
three programmes and all available, pertinent ‘non-sensitive’ information.
Information is filed in order to provide a real tool for helping authorities
in decision-making and an information tool for the general public, by
di sseminating raw information or by indicating the sources where detailed
informati on can be obtained (bibliography, experts, associations, etc.). The
objective is to continue to integrate all available information into a
standardi sed information processing system and above all to structure
information flow to ensure that it is updated.

Furthermore, the following nonitoring is carried out: the permanent
inventory of forest resources that include biodiversity paranmeters, the
follow up of trees’ health, the follow up of the biological quality of
wat ersheds by the biotic index nethod, based on nacro-invertebrates. More
focused studies are carried out to respond on nore specific issues. The
i ndi cators used are essentially:

- State indicators: evolution of indicators of their status (IUCN categories)
of the above nentioned species, biotic index of watercourses, defoliation %
of trees.

- Pressure indicators: evolution of the occupation of soils, in particular in
urban areas, indicators concerning other conpartnments of the environment.

- Responses indicators: % of protected areas, measure for biodiversity
conservation and sustai nabl e use outside protected areas.

These results are available on the biodiversity website of the Walloon
Region, in scientific reviews, in naturalist NGO s newsletters and in a
wi dely distributed rapport on the state of the Walloon Environnent.

(32-37) Flanders — An inventory of the nmin ecosystens and habitats is
inserted in the Nature Report 1 (1999). An integrated information system and
an overal |l database on scientific research are now bei ng devel oped.

The Flemish Institute of Nature Conservation is a research institute of
the Flemsh CGovernnent. It is responsible for reporting on the state of
nature in Flanders. It is also in charge of a number of inventories, the
Bi ol ogi cal Evaluation Map (BEM, and a number of Red Species Lists (See Annex
7.1. for a reference list of identification and nonitoring publications for
the Fl enm sh Region).

(32 and following) The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, through
the research work of its different departnents, participates actively in the
inventory and survey of the fauna and habitats of Bel gium Moreover the RBINS
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regul arly organi ses synposia and conferences (e.g. synposium ‘lnvertebrates
of Belgium in Novenmber 1988, ‘Status and trends of the Belgian Fauna, wth

particular interest for exotic species’ in Decenber 2001) and publishes
atl ases, bulletins, study docunents through which information on species
inventories, red |lists, indicator species and nonitoring processes 1is

gi ven/ publ i shed.

(32 & 35) The National Botanic Garden of Belgium has a long standing
tradition in inventory and nonitoring activities that are leading to the
updating and editing of floras for a nunber of mmjor groups |ike phanerogans,
fungi, nosses, liverworts and al gae.

The National Botanic Garden’'s nonitoring produces red lists, nostly in
collaboration with the regions [with(in) Flenish Region: phanerogans and
mosses, with(in) Brussels Capital Region: Lichenes, sonme fungal groups at
country level]. For ectonycorrhizal Fungi (indicator group for forest
quality) a limted nunber of permanent plots have been followed in the three
regi ons of the country.

(34 & 37) The International Network for the Inmprovenent of Banana and
Plantain (INIBAP), a programme of the International Plant GCenetic Resources
Institute (IPGRI), maintains the largest ex situ in vitro collection of
banana (Musa) gernplasm in the world. The Misa gernplasm nmanagenent project
is an inventory programme at genetic l|level since a mmjor objective of the
programme is the identification and characterisation of all conponents at
species and sub-species level of the genus Msa. This internationa

collection, which was established in 1985, is housed at the |IN BAP Transit
Centre, hosted at the Laboratory of Tropical Crop |nprovenent of the KU
Leuven, Bel gi um (www. agr . kul euven. ac. be/dtp/tro/itc. htm, where related
research activities, mainly at genetic |evel, are perforned.

Gernplasmis freely available to users under the terns and conditions of a
Mat erial Transfer Agreenent (MIA), which ensures that the genetic material
and information related to it, stays in the public donmain. The Belgian
governnent is funding through the Bel gi an Devel opment Co-operation Depart nent
I Nl BAP's Musa gernplasm conservation and dissenination activities (see text
box related to Article 9 on ex situ conservation for nore information).

(34 & 37) A mmjor research programme focused, from 1975 onwards, on the
native fruit tree genetic resources inventory, their conservation (2,600
accessions, nostly l|andraces), evaluation and utilisation for practical uses
(nurseries, fruit processing, etc.) and in a breedi ng progranme.

WIild apple (Malus sylvestris subsp. sylvestris) is a very rare tree
species in Flanders, with only sonme hundreds of individuals still present. In
a forest near Leuven (Meerdaal woud) and in the nost eastern part of Flanders
(Voerstreek), apples occur in small populations but nost of the trees are

i ndividual remmants in a forest. A gene bank will be constructed in order to
conserve this endangered species. This study ains at the genetic
characterisation of the present individuals and populations and the

discrimnation of wild genotypes fromindividuals related to cultivars.

The Malus research is part of an ongoing inventory programe of forest
tree species at the genetic |evel [Pedunculate oak (Quercus robur), Sessile
oak (Quercus petraea), Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) and WId apple (Malus
syl vestris subsp. sylvestris)], funded by the Flem sh Forest and G een Areas
Division (AMNAL, Mnistry of the Flem sh Community). The project started in
1999 and runs until the end of 2002. Other related projects at the Depart nment
of Plant Cenetics and Breeding are the inventory of the genetic diversity of
riverbank vegetation [Reed (Phragmtes australis), Yellow flag (Iris
pseudacoris) and Cattail (Typha latifolia)] and the study of genetic
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diversity within natural popul ati ons of Ryegrass (Lolium perenne).

(40) See information on biodiversity-related websites in the text box under
Art. 17.

(41) Flanders - The nobst inportant indicators related to nature that have
been used for evaluation of, and reporting about, nature conservation action
pl an and managenent activities:

- % of the country surface designated as nature reserve or nhature managenent
site;

- surface for which | and uses have been changed into ‘nature’ or ‘forest’;

- %of the country surface where critical level of pollution is surpassed

- surface involved in agro-environmental projects + nonitoring of the inpact
on speci es and habitats;

- nunber of projects for rehabilitation or devel opnent of natural systens;

- degree of ‘intactness’ or ‘rehabilitation’ of the natural structure of
wat er and river systens;

- trends of popul ations of indicator species;

- % of species groups that is identified as ‘red |ist species’

- nunber and inpact of species nmanagenent pl ans.

More indicators for the evaluation of nature policies are being devel oped.

(41) walloon Region - The inventory and nonitoring progranmes of the Walloon
Regi on (see 32-37) are used as a basis for the establishnment of environnental
and biological diversity indicators that are reported regularly in the State

of the Walloon Environnent. In the 2000 edition, mmjor types of biologica
diversity-related indicators are status indicators, i.e. status of flora and
fauna, forest conposition, etc.; pressure indicators, i.e. pressure from
ur bani sation, public pressure through leisure activities, agricultura
fertilisers and pesticides, hunting, etc.; inpact indicators, i.e. forest
heal th, atnospheric fallout on forests, big game inpact on forest health and
conposition, etc; response indicators: i.e. protected areas, biologica

di versity considerations outside protected areas, etc.

(41) Brussels Capital Region - The Brussels Institute for Managenment of the
Environment 3 (BIME) collects and analyses environnental data for the
Brussel s Capital Region. For the BIME, the devel opment and use of sustainable
devel opnment indicators is one of its priority research projects. Biologica
diversity indicators are included in the research. Several indicators are
thought relevant, and are <either being developed or already in use,
including: status of the flora and fauna, i.e. species per group; area of
green spaces; area of ponds and length of rivers; influence of econonical
production on biological diversity; protection of the flora and fauna, i.e
protected and threatened species, protected areas, areas of high ecologica
interest, Natura 2000 areas; etc.

More information can be found in the report ‘lIndicators for biologica
diversity in Belgium (2001), available on the Belgian CHM website at
http://ww. nat ural sci ences. be/ bch-cbd/ bel gi um contri buti on/ docunments. ht m

(42 b) In the framework of the Earth Observation research programe of the
OSTC, techniques are developed for nonitoring at l|ocal, regional and gl oba
scale. Several issues are related to biodiversity: land cover and |and use
change, land degradation in sem-arid regions, |andscape and norphol ogy
habitat and endangered species or indicator species of biodiversity. Sone
denmonstration and feasibility studies regarding |andscape and habitat
nmoni toring were conducted in Bel gium and abroad, e.qg.
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- nmonitoring of forest stands and dynam ¢ database devel opnent (in Pol and);

- developnent of information system for tropical forest nmanagenent (in
I ndonesi a) ;

- assessnent of inpact of devel opnent projects on environment (Burkina Faso);
- monitoring of el ephant habitats (Botswana);

- monitoring of the winter range habitats of migratory geese (Bel gium;

- nmonitoring of mangrove degradation (Kenya).

Furthermore, Belgium is particularly involved in the preparation of the
d obal Monitoring and Environment Security (GVES) and plans new applications
for the near future (coastal nmanagenent, |and use, forest fires, etc.).

(46) Belgium is involved in the GBIF initiative (d obal Biodiversity
Information Facility - ww.gbif.org) and is analysing the feasibility of
i mpl emrentation of the GBIF in Belgium Belgiumis also participating to the
creation of the future European Network of Biodiversity Information (ENBI).

In the framework of the ‘Milti-annual Information Society Support
Programme’ (OSTC), a first <call for proposals has been |aunched where
possibilities are offered to digitise collections based on a qualitative
approach to the problens linked to digitisation (choice of format in relation
to existing standards, choice of electronic storage nedium etc.) and to
develop innovative applications for naking data nore available (data
managenent system nultilingual access interfaces, virtual communities for
thematic collections, etc.)(ww.bel spo. be).

A website was devel oped for the Bel gian Co-ordinated Collections of Mcro-
organi sns consortium (BCCM (financed by the OSTC) through which taxonomc
i nformati on on nicrobial species and strains is available and can be searched
(www. bel spo. be/ bccn) .

The BCCM al so participated in a EC financed project called Commobn Access
to Biological Resources and Information (CABRI). The project issued a website
where the catalogues of the nmjor European culture collections can be
searched (www. cabri.org).

(46) The National Botanic Garden of Belgium has executed a pilot project to
make information held in its collections nore widely available. A database
structure for species and specinmens was developed to allow a wi de array of
interactive output on the internet. Two products are by now avail abl e:

- www. br. f gov. be/ RESEARCH COLLECTI ONS/ HERBARI UMS/ SP/ kat anga. ht Ml [i nformati on
on the flora and vegetati on of Katanga (RD Congo)]

- www. br . f gov. be/ RESEARCH COLLECTI ONS/ HERBARI UMS/ SP/ cof f ea. ht m [digitised
i mmges of nonmenclature types of Coffea and related genera (angi osperns,
Rubi aceae) ]

Information at the specinen level is available on the web for the whole of
the mycol ogi cal collections (about 150,000 specinens).

(47) Flanders - Mnitoring of water-birds: infornmation shared through
Wet | ands International (The Netherlands). Mnitoring of oil victins (Flemsh
coast): information shared through ORNIS Consult (Denmark).

(48) Flanders - Through reports of the Institute for Nature Conservation
(Scientific Institute of the Flemsh Governnent) (See Annex 7.2. for
reference list of relevant publications).

(49) See also text on collaboration of NBGB with CECODI (in text box under
Art. 5 — Co-operation).

(49) Flanders — The Institute of Nature Conservation acts as the secretari at
of the European Conservation Institutes Research Network (CONNECT).
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of SBSTTA

50. Has your country carried out a national taxonom c needs assessnent,
wor kshops to determ ne national taxonomic priorities?

and/ or held

a) no

b) early stages of assessnent

c) advanced stages of assessment

d) assessnent conpl et ed

51. Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) action plan in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

52. I s your country maki ng avail abl e appropriate resources to enhance the availability
of taxonomi c information?

a) no

b) yes, but this does not cover all known needs adequately X

c) yes, covering all known needs

53. I s your country encouraging bilateral and nmultil ateral
opportunities for taxonom sts, particularly those dealing with poorly

trai ni ng and enpl oynent

known or gani sns?

a) no

b) sone opportunities

c) significant opportunities

54. |'s your country investing on a long-termbasis in the devel opnent of appropriate

infrastructure for your national taxononic collections?

a) no
b) sone investment X
c) significant investnent
55. I s your country encouragi ng partnershi ps between taxonom c institutions in
devel oped and devel opi ng countries?
a) no
b) yes — stated policy X

c) yes — systemmtic national progranme

56. Has your country adopted any international agreed |evels of collect

i on housi ng?

a) no
b) wunder review
c) being inplenmented by sone collections X

d) being inplenented by all nmjor collections
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57. Has your country provided training progranmes in taxonomny?

a) no
b) sone X
c) many

58. Has your country reported on neasures adopted to strengthen nationa

capacity in

taxonomy, to designate national reference centres, and to nake information housed in
collections available to countries of origin?

a) no

b) yes — in the previous national report

c) yes — via the clearing-house mechani sm

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

X

59. Has your country taken steps to ensure that

institutions responsi ble for biologica

diversity inventories and taxonomi c activities are financially and adm nistratively

st abl e?

a) no

b) wunder review

c) yes for some institutions

d) yes for all major institutions

60. Has your country assisted taxonom c institutions to establish consortia to conduct

regi onal projects?

a) no

b) wunder revi ew

c) yes — limted extent

d) yes — significant extent

61. Has your country given special attention to internationa
for specialist training abroad or for attracting internationa
regi onal courses?

fundi ng of fellowships
experts to national or

a) no

b) wunder revi ew

c) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

62. Has your country provided programres for re-training of qualified professionals

nmovi ng i nto taxonomy-related fiel ds?

a) no

X

b) sone

c) many
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Deci sion V/9. G obal Taxonony Initiative: Inplementation and further
advance of the Suggestions for Action

63. Has your country identified its information requirenents in the area of taxonomny,
and assessed its national capacity to neet these requirenents?

a) no

b) basic assessnent X

c) thorough assessnent

64. Has your country established or consolidated taxonom c reference centres?

a) no
b) vyes X
65. Has your country worked to increase its capacity in the area of taxonom c research?
a) no
b) yes X

66. Has your country communi cated information on programes, projects and initiatives
for consideration as pilot projects under the d obal Taxonomy Initiative to the
Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

67. Has your country designated a national G obal Taxonony Initiative focal point
linked to other national focal points?

a) no

b) yes X

68. Has your country participated in the devel opnment of regional networks to facilitate
i nformation-sharing for the d obal Taxonomy Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition -

69. Has your country sought resources through the financial nmechanismfor the priority
actions identified in the decision?

a) no

b) applied for unsuccessfully

c) applied for successfully

Furt her comrents on inplenentation of these decisions

(general) The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, the Royal Miseum
for Central Africa and the National Botanic Garden of Bel gium are nenbers of
CETAF (Consortium of European Taxononic Facilities).

(general) Flanders - |In the case of invertebrates, Flanders has a |arge
nunber of very conpetent specialists and as such nmuch expertise but apart
from personal contacts with fellowscientists in Flanders and abroad, this
source of know edge is not exploited in an optiml way. Mreover, apart from
some separate initiatives (e.g. international nematol ogy course at the Chent
University), no real efforts are nade to increase this know edge anobng a
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wi der range of scientists by e.g. training courses. On the other hand, GIl is
given too little attention despite the expertise available in Flanders.

A Marine Species database for Eastern Africa (MASDEA) was conceived to
fill the need for a conprehensive species register for the Wstern Indian
Ccean. The database will thus be a species register for the region and a road
map to the scientific literature relevant to biogeographical studies in the
region. Responsibility for the database is now shared by the Kenya Marine and
Fi sheries Research Institute (KMFRI) and the Flanders Marine Institute
(VLI Z). KWMFRI undertakes research and provides facilities for Kenyan and non-
Kenyan students to carry out post graduate marine and fisheries research.
Techni cal devel opnents and nmi ntenance of the database is done by VLIZ, as is
some of the input into the database. The region was defined on an ad hoc
basis and corresponds roughly with the region that was then covered by the
RECOSCI X project: all countries of the Eastern African coast (from Somalia
down to Mdzanbique), the Red Sea and Eritrea, and the Wstern Indian Ccean
i slands (Seychelles, Mauritius, Conobros, Reunion, Madagascar). South Africa
and Djibouti were added later. URL: ww. vliz. be/vndcdat a/ Masdea/ i ndex. ht m

RECOSCI X-WO is an information project working towards establishing a
| asting network of marine and aquatic institutes in the Wstern Indian Ocean
(WO region with the Regional Dispatch Centre (RDC) in Mpnbasa (Kenya) as
its central node. The Flemi sh Inter-University Council, with the University
Centre of Linburg as the inplementing institution, sponsored this project.
Since 1999, it was taken over by IOCIODE and put under the unbrella of
ODI NAFRI CA || projects. URL: ioc.unesco.org/odinafrical

(general) European workshops have been organi sed for exchangi ng know edge on
appl e genetic resources cultivars identification. Oher research is focused
on the devel opnment of nol ecular narkers as identification tools to assure a
better collection rmanagenent of pl ant genetic resources (avoi di ng
duplications, synonyns, etc.).

(50) In Cctober and Decenber 2001, synposia on the Belgian flora and fauna
will be organised. The ains of both synposia are to assess the needs in
taxononi ¢ research and to highlight the priorities for future work.

(52) In 2001, the RBINS received EU funding for the ABC project (Access to
Bel gi an Col | ections of interest for biodiversity).
The RBINS adhered to ENHSIN (European Natural H story Specinen |nformation
Network) and is involved with ENBI (European Network for Biodiversity
I nf ormati on).

Wth the financial support of DAC, the RMCA acts as a partner of the
Fi shBase Consortium and program

(53) The RMCA participates in FishBase training courses for African
researchers in Nam bia, Senegal and Kenya (EU- ACP project) and in a
freshwater ecosystens biodiversity programe in the Central African region
(WAF project).

(57) Several, nostly African, M Sc. and Ph.D. students are trained in the
field of fish biodiversity in the Ichthyology Departnent of the RMCA. Short
termtraining is al so provided.

(58) The Directorate-Ceneral for International Co-operation of the federal
Bel gi an Government supports the African Biodiversity Information Centre
(ABIC) at the Royal Museum for Central Africa. RMCA has the |argest
zool ogi cal collections from Central Africa in the world, and ABIC
specifically aims to be a taxonomic reference centre, and to repatriate
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information fromits zoological collection to the countries of origin.

(58) The National Botanic Garden of Belgium published an overview on all
literature avail able of edible, poisonous and useful Fungi of Africa South of
the Sahara (Scripta Bot. Belg. 5, 63 p., 1993; Scripta Bot. Belg. 10, 56 p.,
1994) as a basis for further research in the different countries.

Furthernore, as there was no flora available for the region Brazzaville -
Ki nshasa, a guide has been published for trees and shrubs of that region
(Scripta Bot. Belg. 4, 495 p., 1992). Al genera occurring are illustrated.
The guide not only concerns native trees and shrubs, but also ornanentals
planted in cities.

The National Botanic Garden publishes series on botany and nycol ogy of

tropical Africa, e.g.: ‘Flore d Afrique centrale’ (nearly 50 volunes),
‘Distributiones Plantarum Africanarum (more than 1500 distribution nmaps),
the ‘Flore iconographique des chanpignons du Congo', the ‘Flore illustrée des

chanpi gnons d’ Afrique centrale’, a checklist of the algal flora of the East
African Great Lakes and an inportant nunber of mscellaneous publications
devoted to tropical regions, mainly central Africa.

Furthernmore taxononmic and collection information is nmade available on the
web.

(65) In 2000, at the initiative of the National Conmmittee of Biological
Sci ences, the ‘Koninklijke Vlaanse Acadeni e van Bel gi & voor Wetenschappen en
Kunsten’ and the ‘Acadénie royal e des sciences, des letters et des beaux-arts
de Belgique' reported to all relevant decision nmakers in Belgium on the
unfortunate situation of taxonony (world-wide). They called for redress by
enhancing wuniversity teaching in taxonony and by «creating jobs for
t axononi st s.

In the tri-annual progranme for activities of the Royal Belgian Institute
of Natural Sciences (2001-2003), nuch focus is given to enhance taxonomc
expertise.
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Article 8 In situ conservation [excluding Articles 8h and 8j]

70. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High Fl. b) Medium V. c) Low Br.

71. To what extent are the resources avail able adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate X |c) Liniting d) Severely limting | Br.

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

72. Has your country established a system of protected areas which ainms to conserve
bi ol ogi cal diversity (8a)?

a) system under devel opnent Mari ne

b) national review of protected areas coverage avail abl e X

c) national protected area systens plan in place

d) relatively conplete systemin place X

73. Are there nationally adopted guidelines for the selection, establishment and
managenent of protected areas (8b)?

a) no

b) no, under devel opnent

c) yes X

d) yes, undergoing review and extension

74. Does your country regul ate or nmanage bi ol ogi cal resources inportant for the
conservation of biological diversity with a viewto ensuring their conservation and
sust ai nabl e use (8c)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X
d) programme or policy in place X
e) reports on inplenentation avail able X

75. Has your country undertaken nmeasures that pronbte the protecti on of ecosystens,
natural habitats and the mai ntenance of viable popul ati ons of species in natural
surroundi ngs (8d)?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place Wa. / Br.

c) potential neasures under review A,

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place Fl.
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76. Has your country undertaken measures that pronote environmentally sound and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in areas adjacent to protected areas (8e)?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place .
c) potential nmeasures under review .
d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place Fl .

77. Has your country undertaken measures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosystens (8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sone nmeasures in place

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

78. Has your country undertaken nmeasures to pronote the recovery of threatened species
(8f)?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

79. Has your country undertaken nmeasures to regul ate, nmanage or control the risks
associated with the use and rel ease of living nodified organi sns resulting from
bi ot echnol ogy (8g)?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place

80. Has your country made attenpts to provide the conditions needed for conpatibility
bet ween present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustai nabl e use
of its conponents (8i)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent Wa. / Br

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programme or policy in place Fl .

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

81. Has your country made attenpts to provide the conditions needed for conpatibility
bet ween present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustai nabl e use
of its conponents (8i)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent Mar i ne

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation or other nmeasures in place X
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82. Does your country regul ate or nmanage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biol ogi ca
diversity (81)?

a) no

b) wunder review

c) yes, to alimted extent X

d) yes, to a significant extent

If a devel oped country Party -

83. Does your country co-operate in providing financial and other support for in- situ
conservation particularly to devel oping countries (8nm)?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

84. Does your country receive financial and other support for in situ conservation

(8m) ?

a) no

b) yes (if so, please give details bel ow) X

Decision 11/7 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

85. Is action being taken to share informati on and experience on inplenentation of this
Article with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of witten nmaterials and/or case-studies

c) regional neetings

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

(72) Wallonia — At first, the Walloon Region focused on in situ conservation
through protected areas. Nowadays, through the application of the EU Habitats
and Birds Directives, the Region is also contributing to the building of the
European Natura 2000 network, focusing on biodiversity protection and
sustainable wuse outside protected areas (See also Annex 8.1. for nore
i nformati on about nature conservation in the Walloon Region).

The protection of habitats is ensured through several statuses:

- the governnent nature reserve: this is a protected area, laid out on |ands
bel onging to the Wall oon Region, |eased by the Region or nade available to it
for that purpose. As of 1 June 2001, there were 90 governnent nature reserves,
i ncluding underground cavities (caves, quarries, cellars). The 53 governnment
nature reserves above ground totalise 6,400 ha.

- the chartered nature reserve: this is a protected area, nanaged by a natura
or artificial person other than the Region and recogni sed by the Mnistry, at
the request of the owner of the lands and with the agreement of the occupier.
The status of these sites is strengthened and subsidies are granted for the
purchase and the managenent of |ands. On 1 June 2001, there were 103 chartered
nature reserves for a total of 1,308 ha.

- the forest reserve: this is a forest or a part of a forest, protected with
the aim of safeguarding characteristic or remarkable sites of plantations of
i ndi genous species and protecting the integrity of the surrounding soil and
environment. On 1 June 2001, there were 10 forest reserves totalling 312 ha.

- the wet area of biological interest: this status allows the protection of
wet areas. As of 1 June 2001, there were 30 recogni sed wet areas of biologica
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interest, totalling 957 ha.

- the underground cavity of scientific interest: this status allows
underground cavities of scientific (biological, geological, petrographical,
m neral ogi cal or prehistoric) interest to be protected. On 1 June 2001, there
were 30 recogni sed sites.

- the Special Protection Area (SPAs) / Natura 2000 network: in pursuance of
the directive 97/43/EC concerning the conservation of wld birds, specia
protection areas were named by the Willoon Regional Executive. These are
rather vast framework-perineters in which the habitats that nmust be the
subj ect of special protection and the npbst sensitive areas (core areas) are
determned. As of 1 June 2001, these core areas represented 6,850 ha. Those
areas are part of the Natura 2000 networKk.

- the Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) / Natura 2000 network: in pursuance
of the directive 92/43/EEC concerning the conservation of natural habitats as
well as wild fauna and flora, the Walloon Region has officially designated
22,000 ha and the Governnent wll approve 33,000 additional hectares very
soon, which will be integrated into the European network.

As far as protection of species is concerned, a large nunber are legally
protected, either totally (protection decrees) or by regul ations on speci nens
(laws on hunting, fishing) (see questions 81-82). Legal protection however is
not sufficient to safeguard the species for which the main problem is the
di sappearance of habitats. This explains why the neasures taken are
increasingly tending towards the protection of habitats.

(72) Flanders - The nunber of nature reserves is relatively high (743) but the
total surface of the nature reserves is relatively |low (21,273 ha). During the
period 1998-2000, the number of nature reserves increased from 604 to 743
while the total surface increased from 15,155 ha to 21,273 ha. 21,273 ha
represents 1.6% of the total surface of Flanders. The Nature Managenent Pl an
1997-2001 wants to increase this figure up to 3.7% of the total Flemsh
surface. 9,978 ha is managed by the Fleni sh Governnent while NGOs are nanagi ng
11, 156 ha (NARA-2).

3,000 ha of forest reserve are planned. Both managed and unmanaged surfaces
are present or foreseen, with a majority of unmanaged ones (see Annex 8.2.).

Besi des the sites mentioned above, about 10,000 ha of the mlitary areas
are al so bei ng managed by the Direction for Nature.

As of October 2001, Flanders’ contribution to the Natura 2000 network
i ncludes 23 Special Protection Areas under the Birds Directive (about 97,580
ha) and 38 Special Areas of Conservation under the Habitats Directive (about
102, 000 ha).

(72) Brussels Capital Region - Under the Nature Conservation Act (1973), a
nunber of biologically valuable areas received the status of nature reserve
provi ding an opti mum nanagenent according to biological diversity. It concerns
nmostly a few forest areas and a diverse relic farning area with forest and
mar sh. Areas which are not the property of the Region qualify for the status
of recognised nature reserve. So far however, due to the high cost price of
land, there is not a single application for the recognition of a private area
as nature reserve

As of 2001, the Brussels Capital Region has designed 11% of its territory
as Natura 2000 areas. Although the Habitat-directive criteria are not adapted
to the urban situation, an effort was made to incorporate key areas in the
networ k, notably the Brussels Forest of Soignes and three conpl exes of valley
and forest zones.

(72 a) The establishment of nmarine protected areas is foreseen in the |aw on
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the marine environment (so-called MW | aw). Royal decree in preparation

(73-75) Flanders - Overall indications for the selection, establishment and
management of protected areas are given in the Nature Conservation Decree
(1997). Managenent plans are being developed for the sites that are under
ownership of the Flem sh Regional government or local authorities. The
application to receive the status of protected area for a site under private
ownership requires a nanagenent plan for the area. Nature conservation
organi sations can receive financial support for the acquisition of sites, the
managenent activities and the nonitoring of species and managenent actions.
Specific criteria have been developed for the level of subsidies related to
the type of habitats and to the expected outconmes of the proposed managenent
practi ces.

The basis of the regulation on protection and sustainable use is provided
by the legal franework related to the different area categories of the
ecol ogical network that is being developed: areas with priority for nature

conservation (= large units of natural areas + large units of nature in
devel opnent), areas where nature receives specific attention besides other
functions (= interweaving and connecting areas). Site-specific nature

orientation plans that describe the overall goals and indicate the required
regul ations and instrunments for a particular site, are being devel oped.

(74) An informal project ains at the devel opnment of an in situ standard tree
orchard network as safe duplication nethodology for an ex situ collection of
fruit tree landraces. Two regional projects (one in Willonia and one in
Fl anders) have as objective to nmake an inventory of wld species of Mlus

Pyrus, Cornus, Mespilus, Ligustrum Ribes, etc., for a better managenent of
the in situ conservation nmeasures for these species.

(74-75, 81-82) Flanders - Hunting is only possible in well-defined hunting
regi ons and on wel |l -defined ani mal species, viz.

- Big game: Cervus el aphus, Capreolus capreolus, Dama dama, Ovis nusinon, Sus
scrof a;

- Small gane: Lepus europaeus, Phasianus colchicus, Lyrurus tetrix, perdix
per di x;

- Waterfow : Anas platyrhynchus, Anas strepera, Anas clypeata, Aythya fuligula,
Aythya ferina, Anas acuta, Anas crecca, Anas penelope, Anser anser, Anser
fabalis, Gallinago gallinago, Fulica atra, Aythya marila, Anser albifrons, Anser
brachyrhynchus, Branta canadensis, Gallinula chloropus, Vanellus vanellus, Anas
quer quedul a, Lymmocryptes mninus, Pluvialis apricaria,;

- Oher gane: Colunba palunbus, Oyctolagus cuniculus, Wulpes vulpes, Felis
catus, Putorius putorius, Mistela ermnea, Mistela nivalis, Martes nartes,
Martes foina

Only the underlined ‘game species’, can really be hunted for (cf. periodica

openi ng Decision — 1998-2003). Al other species do not belong to the hunting
game and can not be hunted for. The hunting regions, the neans to hunt and the
transport and trade in gane are also strictly regulated. For big gane, a
yearly shooting plan has to be submitted per hunting region or admnistrative
unit, which nmentions the quantity of game that can be shot that year. Fera

cats can be hunted for the whole year in behalf of nature conservation.
Furthernore, it is prohibited to release foxes, rabbits and other wild aninals
into the wild in Flanders. For pheasants there is an exception: under certain
conditions the rel ease of one pheasant per hectare is permtted.

Separate hunting regions can voluntary be put together to |arger
adm nistrative units in behalf of the gane managenent, the nature conservation
and the inproved supervision. Projects on nature and gane nmanagenent in
acknow edged gane nanagenment units are stinulated and financially supported by




45

the governnent. These projects have to inplenment a gane managenent plan and
contribute to the region and specific nature conservation.

In regions appointed as sensitive natural habitats (WIld Birds Directive,
Ransar), extra limtations are inposed to the hunt, such as e.g. for the use
of lead shot, the pernitted hunting period or hunting can be conpletely
f or bi dden.

For nmanipulation, use for scientific or education purposes or for crop
protection reasons of species that are protected by |law (such as anphi bi ans,
bats, birds, etc.), a specific derogation has to be requested. Reporting of
derogations for bird species is being done every year under the EU Birds
Directive, for other species on the Annexes of the Habitats Directive every
three years.

(74-75, 81-82) Wallonia - The following legislation is in place in Wallonia:

- Flora: AR 16.02.1976. Protects sone wild plant species, including orchids.

- Ml luscs: AERW 21.02.1984. Capture of Helix pomatia and Helix aspersa is
restricted from1 August to 30 Septenber.

- Crustaceans: AERW 29.04.1987 confirmed by AERW 4.03. 1993 and AERW 19. 02. 1998
forbids to fish the red-footed crayfish till 31.12.2002.

- Insects: AERW 9.07.1987 protects 50 species, mainly Lepidoptera and
Col eopt er a.

- Fish: AERW 19.03.1992 reinforces protection of species. Fishing of the
followi ng species is forbidden : Rhodeus sericeus amarus, Acipenser sturio,
Platichthys flesus, Lanpetra fluvialitis, Petronyzon mari nus, M sgunus
fossilis, Cobitis taenia, Lota lota, Salnmo trutta trutta, Salno salar.

- Reptiles and anphibians: AERW 30.03.1983, nodified by AERW 7.02.1984,
protects all indigenous anphibian and reptile species, except for the comon
green and brown frogs (Rana esculenta conplex, Rana tenporaria tenporaria)
that can be hunted by special pernt.

- Birds: AR 20.07.1972 protects nobst indigenous species, except for gane
species and huntable species. Legislation for those species has evolved over
time.

- Mamual s: AERW 30. 03.1983 protects a nunber of wild vertebrate species in
Wal | onia, except for gane species and very common species (such as noles,
mce, rats, etc.). AERW 13.08.1992 gives protection status to the otter, the
bagder, the wild cat and the red squirrel by renoving them from the l|ist of
hunt abl e speci es.

- Introduced species: AERW 29.11.1990 aims to prevent the release of non-
i ndi genous aninmal species in the wild. This legislation can only becone
effective after its legal publication with an indi genous species list.

- Sone species are protected under the Bern Convention, which cane into force
in Belgiumon 1.12.1990.

(77) Exanples are nature rehabilitation and devel opnent projects.

(78) Flanders - A speci es nanagenent plan has been devel oped for the follow ng
speci es or species groups: bats, nmeadow birds, partridge, stork, various ow
species, various fresh water fish species, various plant species.

(79) Since 1993, Belgium has inplenmented neasures to regulate, manage or
control the risks associated with the use and release of living nodified
organisnms resulting from biotechnology (also called GVWs - genetically
nmodi fi ed organi sms). These measures are generally based on the inplementation
of Directives, Decisions, Regulations and Guidelines adopted at the European
Union (EU) level. The main relevant EU legislation are: Directive 90/219/ EEC
on the contained use of genetically nodified micro-organisns (as amended by
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Directive 98/81/EC), Directive 90/220/EEC on the deliberate release into the
environment of genetically nodified organisns (as recently revised and
repealed by Directive 2001/ 18/ EC), Regulation (EC) No 258/ 97 on Novel Foods,
and Regulations (EC) No 1139/98 and No 49/2000 on |abelling of food products
produced from genetically nodified Soybean and Mi ze.

Bel gi um has managed an harnonised inplenentation of EU legislation in its
federal and regional |egal franmeworks. The decisions of authorisation com ng
from different admnistrative bodies representing different institutional
levels are co-ordinated through a single comobn science-based biosafety
advi sory system |In such a system all regulatory-related aspects of the uses
of GMs are assessed altogether in a co-ordinated way, inside the sane
procedures, independently of the specific regulation(s) that are involved. The
bi ol ogi cal safety is assessed on a case by case basis taking the precautionary
and the familiarity principles as priorities. This advisory system
established according to the ‘Co-operation Agreenent of 25 April 1997 between
the Federal State and the Regions on the adninistrative and scientific co-
ordination concerning Biosafety’ <consists of two bodies: the Biosafety
Advi sory Council and the Service of Biosafety and Bi ot echnol ogy (SBB).

The recent revision of EU Directives 90/219/ EEC and 90/ 220/ EEC will lead in
the next few nonths to an adaptation of the federal and regional regulatory
frameworks related to biosafety. This updating will also allow our country to
integrate the appropriate legal and adninistrative nmeasures to inplenent its
obligations under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. Belgium has signed the
Protocol on 24 May 2000 and ratification is in progress.

Belgium is also actively participating in the devel opment of scientific
met hods and regul atory measures to guarantee the unequivocal identification,
detection and traceability of GM>s, as well as in the devel opnment of technical
and administrative measures ensuring public information and participation
concerning the use and rel ease of genetically nodified organi sns.

(80) Flanders - Area-specific regulations under the Manure Action Progranme.
Actions under the Rural Devel oprment Programe.

(81 b) Protection status is foreseen in the law on the marine environnment (so-
called MW | aw). Royal decree in preparation.

(82) Sand and gravel extraction, dredging and dunping of dredge spoil are
subject to licences. The areas where these activities take place are intensely
moni tored. The royal decree of 20 Decenber 2000 (Official Journal of 25
January 2001) establishing the rules related to the environnental inpact
assessnent in pursuance of the law of 20/01/1999 for the protection of the
marine areas under Belgian jurisdiction (MW |aw), inposes a procedure of
environmental inpact assessment for a number of activities with an inpact to
the marine environment (civil engineering, activities changing the water
dept h, deposition of wecks, etc.).

(83) Under the GEF Pilot Phase, Belgium has co-financed a project called
‘Cestion participative des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune’ in Burkina
Faso/ Cote d'lvoire on participatory managenent of natural resources.

In 2001, the Directorate-Ceneral for International Co-operation provided
funding for in situ biodiversity conservation in the D.R Congo.
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Article 8h Alien species

86. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

87. To what extent are the resources avail able adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting X Severely
limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

In general, nobst Belgian legislative tools are related to plant health
regulation (crop protection). Few neasures explicitly consider the issue of
alien invasive species as a threat for natural ecosystens, even if coasta
and freshwater habitats begin to be invaded by nunmerous exotic species.

In the national strategy (publication foreseen for 2002), alien species
will be specifically addressed and integrated in plans for the concerned
sectors.

For Flanders, the resolution of the Flenm sh Executive concerning the
i ntroduction of non-indigenous species (31.07.1993) inhibits any intentiona
rel ease of aninmal species at places where escapes into nature may be
expected. The Nature Conservation Decree (21.10.1997) ains at an enhancenent
of the native fauna and flora, and the protection of plant and ani mal species
and their habitat conmunities. Together with the ‘stand-still’ principle,
this also assunmes the counteraction of the invasion of alien species.

For Wallonia, the resolution of the Willoon Governnent regulating the
rel ease of non indigenous aninmal species in the wild and the introduction of
these species in game reserves (29.11.1990) foresees a.o0. a pernmit system and
a conpul sory assessnent of the inpacts of the non indigenous species on
i ndi genous fauna and nature, and an evaluation of the risks that the species
woul d spread to adjacent areas. No introductions may harmthe | ocal fauna and
flora. For the nonent, the applicability of this resolution is uncertain due
to the lack of a list of indigenous species in Wallonia.

88. Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only major species of concern

c) only new or recent introductions Br. / W

d) a conprehensive systemtracks new i ntroducti ons

e) a conprehensive systemtracks all known introductions Fl

89. Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens, habitats or species by the
i ntroduction of these alien species?

a) no

b) only sone alien species of concern have been assessed X

c) nost alien species have been assessed
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90. Has your country undertaken nmeasures to prevent the introduction of, control or

eradi cate those alien species which threaten ecosystens,

habitats or species?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

Decision IV/1 Report and recommendations of the third neeting of SBSTTA

91. I s your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at national, regional,
sub-regi onal and international |evels to address the issue of alien species?

a) little or no action

b) di scussion on potential projects under way

Wa.

c) active devel opment of new projects

Fl .

92. Does your national strategy and action plan address the issue of alien species?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Decision V/8. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or species

93.

I's your country applying the interimguiding principles for prevention,
i ntroduction and mtigation of inpacts of alien species in the context
aimed at inplementing article 8(h) of the Convention, and in the various sectors?

of activities

a) no

b) wunder consideration

c) limted inplenentation in some sectors

d) extensive inplenmentation in sone sectors

e) extensive inplementation in nmobst sectors

94.

Has your country submitted case-studies to the Executive Secretary

themati c assessnents?

focusi ng on

a) no

X

b) in preparation

c) yes

95.

Has your country submitted witten comments on the interimguiding

the Executive Secretary?

principles to

a) no

X

b) yes

96.

Has your country given priority to the devel opnent and inpl enentati

i nvasi ve speci es strategies and action plans?

on of alien

a) no

X

b) yes
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97. In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country devel oped or
involved itself in nmechanisns for international co-operation, including the exchange
of best practices?

a) no

b) transboundary co-operation X

c) regional co-operation

d) nmultilateral co-operation X

98. I s your country giving priority attention to geographically and evol utionarily
i sol ated ecosystens in its work on alien invasive speci es?

a) no X

b) yes

99. | s your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and bi o- geographi cal
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no X

b) yes
100. Has your country devel oped effective education, training and public-awareness
nmeasures concerning the issue of alien species?

a) no

b) sone initiatives X

c) many initiatives

101. I's your country nmking available the information which it holds on alien
speci es through the CHW

a) no

b) sone information X

c) all available information

d) information avail abl e through ot her channels (pl ease specify) X
102. I's your country providing support to enable the G obal |nvasive Species
Programme to fulfil the tasks outlined in the decision and its annexes?

a) no

b) limted support X

c) substantial support

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

(88) Flanders:

- Flora. A database is being devel oped for higher plants in Flanders. It wll
contain all recently introduced species (after '72). For the established
plants, there is an extensive list of all species. This list also contains
species introduced before 1972. There is active eradication of the cherry
(Prunus serotina) in sone parts of Flanders, leading to good results i.a. in
t he Kenpen.

- Breeding birds. There is a program in which rare, colonial and introduced
breeding bird species are being nonitored. Anbng them alien breeding bird
species as the white fronted goose (Anser erythropus), the Canada goose
(Branta canadensis), the barnacle goose (Branta |eucopsis), the N le goose
(Al opochen aegyptiacus), the mandarin duck (Aix galericulata), the ring-
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necked parakeet (Psittacula kraneri) and the nonk parakeet (Miopsitta
monachus) are being nmonitored. This program is called the ‘Bijzondere
Broedvogel s VI aanderen Project’ (Flenmi sh Special Breeding Bird Project).

- Mammals. The Asiatic ground squirrel (Eutanmias sibiricus) and the coypu
(Myocastor coypus) are studied to investigate the necessity of nonitoring
There is active eradication for the nmuskrat (Ondatra zi bethicus) because this
species is known to provoke serious harmto waterways.

- Fish. Through the nonitoring and inventory of fish occurring in the Flem sh
inland waters, alien fish species are al so being nonitored.

(88) Wallonia - Alien species are identified through inventories of species
for some groups (e.g. nobsses and liverworts, vascular plants, crustaceans,
birds, manmals). The Nature, Forest and Wods Research Centre is currently
nmoni toring invasive species in the Wall oon watercourses.

(88) An exanple of the identification of introduced alien species is provided
by the National Botanic Garden of Bel gium which has docunented the spread of
some alien invasive species. Special attention has been given to sone
bryophytes (e.g. Lophocolea senmiteres) and to invasive C4 grasses (e.g.
Setaria nmacrocarpa, S. verticilliforms, Panicumdichotonmflorunm) in the weed
communities of maize-fields in Flanders.

(90) The Belgian law of 20 January 1999 on the protection of the marine
environment in marine areas under Belgian jurisdiction (MW |law) forbids the
intentional introduction of non indigenous species in the nmarine environment
without special license (Art. 11, 81). This provision mrrors those included
ininternational instrunents |like the CBD

The unintentional introduction of non indigenous species via ballast water
of ships can be prohibited by royal decree (Art. 11, 82). Due to the specific
and international character of the issue of non indigenous species in ballast
wat er of ships, however the new Belgian framework law did not specifically
touch this issue, and this activity is to be regulated by an inplenentation
decree. For the protection of the marine biota, measures can be taken (by
royal decree and after scientific consultation) for the externination of non
i ndi genous nui sance species (Art. 11, 83).

The new law also prohibits the intentional introduction of genetically
nodi fied organisns into marine areas (Art. 11, 84).

(91) The Walloon Region finances the activities of the Secretariat of the
Bern Convention, regarding alien species.

(91) A SP nade a call for action to be part of the extended collaborative
i nformati on exchange system on invasive alien species. The Belgian Nationa

Focal Point has submitted the formand will act as the national focal point
for this programe.

Moreover, the Belgian NFP, in co-operation with the Flensh Region
(AM NAL), is currently working on the establishnment of a contact group on
alien species that will operate under the authority of the Steering Conmittee
‘Bi odiversity Convention’. This contact group will address, anbng others, the

i ssues of inventory, nonitoring, reporting and | egislation

There are a few individual initiatives from scientists, who take part in
i nternational research programes dealing with invasive organi sns.

Bel gium through the Belgian Biodiversity Platform participated to the
Mont pel I i er EPBRS neeting on alien species (2000).

(92) The alien species issue (invasion nechanism understanding, inpact
assessnent nethods, etc.) is part of the research priorities of the Second
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Plan for a Sustainable Research Programe (2000-2004) of the Federal Ofice
for Scientific, Techni cal and Cul tural Affairs, both on terrestria
ecosystens (one project: ‘invasion and biodiversity in grasslands and field
borders’) and on marine and freshwater ecosystens. URL: ww. bel spo. be

(92) Flanders - Action 117 under the theme ‘Loss of biodiversity’ in the
Environnmental Policy and Nature Developnent Plan 1997-2001 (M NA-Plan 2)
inmplies the elaboration of a framework to consider the desirability of (re-
)Jintroduction of species and to avoid unwanted (re-)introductions. This also
inplies taking into account the genetic diversity within species in case of
(re-)introduction and considering the consequences of the use of GVX on
| ocal biodiversity.

The Institute for Forestry and Gane Managenment is currently devel oping a
docunent ed database of the non-native fish species of Flanders, which may be
used in the future as a reference system for information on the occurrence
and t he ecol ogy of non indigenous fish species in Flanders.

(101 b) A page with information on alien species in Belgium is under
preparation and will be avail able soon on the B CHM websi te.
(101 d) A brochure on Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) was published by
the Brussels Capital Region

The Flem sh Region published a brochure directed to the general public on
Prunus serotina, Eutamias sibiricus, Rana catasbeiana, Trachenys scripta
el egans, Hydrocotyle ranuncul oides, and rhododendrons at the end of 2000.
Articles inter alia on alien anphibian species were published in periodicals
of nature organi sations.

A synposium on the Belgian fauna, with enphasis on alien species, is
pl anned on 14 Decenber 2001. The publication of proceedings is foreseen
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Article 8 Traditional know edge and rel ated provisions

103. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium c) Low X

104. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Bel gi um does not consider that there are indigenous and |ocal communities
within the neaning of the CBD in Belgium Therefore sone of these questions
are inappropriate for answer or are answered in our capacity as Party to the
CBD uphol ding the principles that the CBD has so far identified.

In the Walloon Region, there are no traditional know edge as intended by
the CBD. However, sonme traditional and naturalist know edge are still 1inked
to rural lifestyles. They tend to progressively vanish because of the
di sappearance of those lifestyles.

105. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure that the know edge, innovations
and practices of indigenous and | ocal comunities enbodying traditional |ifestyles
rel evant for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity are
respected, preserved and mai nt ai ned?

a) no neasures X

b) sonme measures in place

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place

106. I's your country working to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising
fromthe utilisation of such know edge, innovations and practices?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) programme or policy in place

Decision I11/4 and Decision IV/9. Inplenentation of Article 8(j)

107. Has your country devel oped national |egislation and correspondi ng strategies
for the inplenentation of Article 8(j)?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation or other nmeasures in place
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108. Has your country supplied informati on on the inplenmentation of Article 8(j) to
other Contracting Parties through nedia such as the national report?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — CHM X

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)
109. Has your country submitted case-studies to the Executive Secretary on neasures

taken to devel op and inpl enent the Convention's provisions relating to indi genous and

| ocal communities?

a) no X

b) yes
110. I's your country participating in appropriate working groups and neetings?

a) none

b) sone X

c) all
111. I's your country facilitating the active participation of representatives of
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in these working groups and neetings?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision V/16. Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions

112. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work specified in the annex to the
decision, and identified how to inplenent those tasks appropriate to nationa
ci rcumst ances?

a) no X

b) wunder revi ew

c) yes (please provide details)
113. I's your country integrating such tasks into its ongoi ng progranmes, taking into
account the identified collaboration opportunities?

a) no X

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent
114. I's your country taking full account of existing instrunents, guidelines, codes
and other relevant activities in the inplenmentation of the programme of work?

a) no X

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d)

yes — to a significant extent
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115. Has your country provi ded appropriate financial support for the inplenentation
of the progranmme of work?

a) no X

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a linmted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent

116. Has your country fully incorporated wonen and wonen’s organi sations in the
activities undertaken to inplenment the programrme of work contained in the annex to the
deci sion and other relevant activities under the Convention?

a) no
b) yes X
117. Has your country taken neasures to facilitate the full and effective

partici pation of indigenous and |ocal conmmnities in the inplenentation of the
Conventi on?

a) no X

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent

118. Has your country provi ded case studi es on nmet hods and approaches concerning the
preservation and sharing of traditional know edge, and the control of that information
by i ndi genous and | ocal comunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes — sent to the Secretariat

d) yes — through the national CHM

e) yes — avail abl e through other nmeans (please specify) X

119. Does your country exchange informati on and share experiences regardi ng nationa
| egi sl ati on and ot her neasures for the protection of the know edge, innovations and
practi ces of indigenous and |ocal communities?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) yes — through the CHM

d) yes — with specific countries

e) yes — avail abl e through other nmeans (please specify)

120. Has your country taken neasures to pronote the conservati on and mai nt enance of
know edge, innovations, and practices of indigenous and | ocal communities?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

C) sone neasures

d) extensive neasures
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121. Has your country supported the devel opnent of registers of traditional
know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | ocal comunities, in
col | aboration with these conmunities?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) devel opnent in progress

d) register fully devel oped

122. Have representatives of indigenous and | ocal conmmunity organi sati ons
participated in your official delegation to neetings held under the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity?

a) not rel evant X

b) not appropriate

c) yes

123. I's your country assisting the Secretariat to fully utilize the clearing-house
mechani smto co-operate closely with indigenous and | ocal conmunities to expl ore ways
that enable themto nake informed deci sions concerning rel ease of their traditional
know edge?

a) no X

b) awaiting informati on on how to proceed

c) yes

124. Has your country identified resources for funding the activities identified in
t he deci si on?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) partly

d) fully

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

(general) Sone traditional know edge was collected in Belgium during
countryside investigations concerning traditional fruit uses, specific
| andraces and plant nultiplication techniques.

(108) In the frame of the CHw partnership between Bel gium and sone African
countries, information on the inplenmentation of Article 8(j) 1in those
countries can be found via their CHM website hosted on the Belgian CHM
server.

(110) Two Bel gi an del egates were present at WEJ-1 (March 2000, Sevilla).

The Belgian Federal State takes part to the sessions of t he
I nt er gover nment al Conmittee of the WPO (Wrld Intellectual Property
Organi sation) on intellectual property relating to genetic resources,
traditional know edge and fol kl ore.

(116) Biodiversity related activities in Belgiumare open to all.
(118) A study on ethnobotany and traditional practices was el aborat ed.

The programme APFT (Avenir des Peuples des Foréts Tropicales, 1997-2000)
was carried out as a collaboration between Belgium (Université Libre de
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Bruxel | es and Faculté des Sciences Agronom ques de Genbl oux), France (Centre
National de |a Recherche Scientifique) and the United Kingdom (University of
Kent) wunder the financial assistance of the European Comm ssion. A book was
subsequently produced (‘Des Foréts et des Hommes’', Editions de |’ Université
Li bre de Bruxelles, 2001). The nmain goal of the APFT programe was to study
and report the daily life of forest comunities at the end of the 20'"
century. Changes in the way of life of those comunities were assessed and
some questions on tropical forests and their populations were adressed as
obj ectively as possible. This work was undertaken with the view of providing
deci sion-nakers and donor agencies wth a sound background for the
devel opment of viable and serene political, econonical and cultural systens
as well as for a sensible conservation of biodiversity.
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Article 9 Ex situ conservation

125. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

126. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate M cro-org. c) Linmting X |d) Severely limiting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

(126 b) Resources are adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendations in relation to micro-organisns. Article 9 is inplenented
since the establishnent in 1983 of the ‘Belgian Co-ordinated Collections of
M cro-organisnms (BCCM'. The BCCM consortium consists of four conplenentary
resear ch-based service culture collections financed and co-ordinated by the
Bel gian federal O fice for scientific, technical and cultural affairs (OSTC).
Each five years, the BCCM action is scientifically and financially eval uat ed.

(126 c) For the other collections, resources can be considered as liniting.

For the same reason, two answers, one general (X) and one specific for the
m cro-organi sms (Mcro-org.), are indicated for questions 130 and 131

127. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity native to your country (9a)?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place

128. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity originating outside your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme measures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

129. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col I aboration with organisations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes X
130. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ

conservation of and research on plants, aninmals and m cro-organi sns that represent
genetic resources native to your country (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent M cro-org.
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131. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ
conservation of and research on plants, aninmals and m cro-organi sns that represent
genetic resources originating el sewhere (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limited extent X

c) yes — significant extent M cro-org
132. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi sations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes X
133. Has your country adopted neasures for the reintroducti on of threatened species
into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions (9c)?

a) no measures X

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place
134. Has your country taken measures to regul ate and manage the coll ection of
bi ol ogi cal resources fromnatural habitats for ex situ conservation purposes so as not

to threaten ecosystens and in situ popul ati ons of species (9d)?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place X
c) potential mneasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

If a devel oped country Party -

135. Has your country co-operated in providing financial and other support for ex
situ conservation and in the establishment and mai ntenance of ex situ conservation
facilities in devel oping countries (9e)?

If a devel oping country Party or

136. Has your country received financi al
and in the establishnment

Party with econony in transition -

and ot her support for ex situ conservation
and mai nt enance of ex situ conservation facilities (9e)?

a) no

b) yes X
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

(general) The Belgian Co-ordinated Collections of Mcro-organisnms (BCCM
consist of four conplenmentary culture collections at the service of the
scientific and industrial communities. The BCCM consortium hol ds about 34,700
filamentous fungus or yeast strains, 18,000 bacterial strains, 1,900 plasmds
(as pure DNA) and 14 unique cDNA |ibraries (ww.bel spo.be/bccm.

BCCM | HEM at Brussels holds 7,700 strains, representing 336 genera and
1,007 species of filamentous and yeast-like fungi of public health and
rel ated environnental interest.

BCCM MUCL at Louvain-la-Neuve holds over 27,000 strains, representing
1,094 genera and 3,627 species of filanentous and yeast-like fungi of all
maj or taxonomic groups, nmainly of biotechnological and agro-industrial
i mportance. The herbarium contains about 40, 000 speci es.

BCCM LMG at Ghent holds over 18,000 bacterial strains, representing 260
genera and 1,508 species, enconpassing plant-associated and phytopathogenic
bacteria, bacteria of nedical and veterinary inportance, marine bacteria and
various groups of biotechnol ogical inportance.

BCCM LMBP at Gnent holds over 1,900 plasnids and 14 unique cDNA libraries
derived froma variety of organisns.

The collections contain mcro-organisns native to Belgium as well as
organi sms originating from other countries. In the latter case, the cultures
are often exchanged in the framework of a scientific co-operation project
with (an) institute(s) of the country of origin.

The BCCM has co-ordinated the concerted action ‘MOSAICC, M cro-organi sns,
Sust ai nabl e Use and Access Regulation, International Code of Conduct’. This
project has been financed by the European Conmmi ssion’s Directorate GCeneral
for Research and translates the principles of the Convention on Biological
Diversity into practical procedures designed to facilitate access to and
transfer of mcrobial genetic resources. The MOSAI CC Code of Conduct can be
consul ted at ww. bel spo. be/ bccni nosai cc (see also Articles 15 et 16).

In the framework of a bilateral agreenent with the Kingdom of Mbrocco,
BCCM has launched a project with a network of Moroccan |aboratories and the
Moroccan Centre of Co-ordination and Planning of Scientific and Technical
Research, and wth the support of the Belgian Directorate-General for
International Co-operation. This project ains to establish a national
Moroccan culture collections network, with a view to the ex situ preservation
of the Moroccan microbial diversity and the sustainable devel opment of the
country in fields like public health, agriculture, etc.

(127) Fruit tree ex situ collections are very inmportant in Belgium both at
the formal and informal (NGOs) |evel. Total anmpunt of accessions at national
level: Malus - 4,300; Pyrus - 3,600; Prunus - 1,600. Oher inportant
collections of plant genetic resources used for agriculture are held e.g. for
Rosa sp., Azalea sp., Triticumspelta, Phaseolus sp., forage plants, etc.

(128) The International Network for the |nprovenent of Banana and Plantain
(INIBAP), a progranmme of the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute
(IPGRI), maintains the largest ex situ in vitro collection of banana (Misa)
gernplasm in the world. This international collection, which was established
in 1985, is housed at the INIBAP Transit Centre, hosted at the Laboratory of
Tropical Crop Inmprovenent, KU Leuven (www. agr. kul euven. ac.be/dtp/tro/itc.htm
The collection holds 1,136 accessions, consisting of wild relatives (15%,
| andraces and natural cultivars (75% and inproved materials (10% . In 1994,
this collection was placed under the auspices of FAOwi thin the International
Network of Ex Situ Collections and is held in trust by INBAP for the benefit
of the international community. Gernplasmis freely available to users under
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the terns and conditions of a Material Transfer Agreenment (MFA), which
ensures that the genetic nmaterial, and related information, stays in the
public domain. On average, sanples of five accessions are supplied every day
for agricultural research projects in NARS, |ARCs and ARIs in devel oped and
developing countries. The Belgian governnment s funding through the
Directorate-CGeneral for International Co-operation INBAP s Misa gernplasm
conservation and di ssem nation activities.

(128) The National Botanic Garden of Bel gium assures the managenent of a wild
Phaseol eae/ Phaseol i nae gernplasm collection. It has been designated by the
‘“International Plant Genetic Resources Institute’ (IPGRI), as a base
collection for wild species of Phaseolus (in 1979) and of Vigna (in 1983).
The main objective is to secure long-term conservation in the form of seed
sanples. The collection contains 1,560 accessions representing 192 taxa.
Phaseol us and Vigna are the nost highly represented genera with respectively
29 species (677 accessions) and 61 species (709 accessions). Mst accessions
are nade for the consultation of wild or weedy nmaterials (77%.

The Zoo of Antwerp and its antennae in Planckendael contribute to the ex
situ conservation of wld aninmal species, through their participation in the
Eur opean Endangered Species Progranme. Anpong others, they have reproduction
programmes for the Okapi (Okapia johnstoni), the Bonobo (Pan paniscus), the
Gol den- headed Lion Tamarin (Leontopithecus chrysonelas), the Mlitary Macaw
fromMexico (Ara mlitaris) and the Congo Peafow (Afropavo congensis).

(134) Between 1989 and 1997, the National Botanic Garden of Bel gium coll ected
seeds from characteristic and endangered species in the different
phyt ogeographi cal districts of Belgium The long-term conservation of about
600 seed sanples is assured by the storage at —-20°C.

Plants of 18,000 taxa are cultivated in the open air collections or in the
greenhouses. Even if nobst of them are only represented by a few specinens,
they are sonetines the |last representatives of rare and endangered speci es.
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Article 10 Sustainable use of conponents of biological diversity

137. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High Fl. b) Medium V. c) Low

138. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate X |c) Liniting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

139. Has your country integrated consideration of the conservati on and sustai nabl e
use of biol ogical resources into national decision making (10a)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent A.

d) programme or policy in place Fl.

e) review of inplenmentation avail able Fl .
140. Has your country adopted neasures relating to the use of biol ogical resources

that avoid or minimze adverse inpacts on biological diversity (10b)?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place .

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place Fl .

141. Has your country put in place nmeasures that protect and encourage customary use
of biol ogical resources that is conpatible with conservati on or sustainable use
requi rements (10c)?

a) no measures

b) sone neasures in place A,

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place Fl.
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142. Has your country put in place neasures that hel p | ocal popul ati ons devel op and
i npl ement renedi al action in degraded areas where biol ogi cal diversity has been
reduced (10d)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme nmeasures in place VA,

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place Fl .

143. Does your country actively encourage co-operation between gover nnment
authorities and the private sector in devel opi ng met hods for sustainabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity (10e)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent VA,

d) programme or policy in place Fl .

e) review of inplenentation avail able

Deci sions |1V/15. Relationship of the Convention with the Commi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and bi odi versity-related conventi ons

144. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on tourismand its

i npacts on biological diversity, and efforts to effectively plan and nanage tourisn®?
a) no
b) yes — previous national report X

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

145. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on biodiversity-
related activities of the CSD (such as SIDS, oceans, seas and freshwater resources,
consunpti on and production patterns)?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report X

c) yes — correspondence

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

Decision V/24. Sustainable use as a cross-cutting issue

146. Has your country identified indicators and incentive neasures for sectors
rel evant to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of bi odiversity?

a) no

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow) X
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147. Has your country assisted other Parties to increase their capacity to inplenent
sust ai nabl e-use practices, programmes and policies at regional, national and |oca
| evel s, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) toalimted extent X

d) to a significant extent (please provide details)

148.

i ndi genous and | oca
to ensure that

Has your country devel oped nmechani sns to involve the private sector and
communities in initiatives on sustainable use, and i n mechani sns
i ndi genous and | ocal conmmunities benefit from such sustai nabl e use?

a) no
b) mechani sms under devel opnent M.
c) nechanisnms in place (please describe) Fl .

149.

Has your country identified areas for conservation that woul d benefit through

t he sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
Executive Secretary?

di versity and communicated this information to the

a)

no

X

b) yes

Deci si on V/ 25.

Bi ol ogi cal diversity and tourism

150.

Has your country based its policies
sust ai nabl e touri smon an assessnent

progranmes and activities in the field of
of the inter-Ilinkages between tourism and

bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) to alinmted extent

c) to a significant extent X
151. Has your country submitted case-studies on tourismas an exanple of the
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes
152. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Year of Ecotourisn®

a) no X

b) yes
153. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin

support of

the Internationa

Year of Mbuntai ns?

a) no X
b) yes
154. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin

support of

the Internationa

Coral Reef Initiative?

a) no

X

b) yes
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155. Has your country established enabling policies and | egal frameworks to

conpl ement voluntary efforts for the effective inplenentati on of sustainable tourisnf
a) no
b) to alinmted extent X

c) to a significant extent (please describe)

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

(139) Flanders — The forest policy of the Flemish Region is part of the
Envi ronment Policy Plan 1997-2002. In general, policy planning is part of
nmore generic and specific strategic planning process. The forest policy is
descri bed in:

- the Flemi sh Governnment Act on Forests (June 13th 1990);

- the Long Term Forestry Plan (draft) describes the strategy for a
sustai nabl e forest policy up to the year 2100;

- the Forestry Action Plan (draft) defines 33 actions for the next 5 years.

The Flem sh Forest decree created the basis for a nore plan-oriented
forest policy. A background study ‘Long Term Forestry Plan’ describes the
strategy for forest policy up to the year 2100. The first step towards
realisation of this strategy is fornulated in the docunent ‘Forestry Action
Plan” which is now being finalised. This plan defines nore than 30 key-
actions for the next 5 years. There are 3 levels of inplenentation of the
Fl em sh forest policy:

- forests owned by the Flem sh Region: forest managenent is carried out by
the Division of Forests and Green Spaces and an exhaustive nanagenent plan
has to be made

- other public forests: the technical forest managenent is carried out by the
Di vi sion of Forests and Green Spaces and an exhaustive managenent plan has to
be nmade;

- private forests: for forest grouping, grants awarded, nanagenent plan
(limted or extended version) needed, licenses and pernits for all activities
not included in the managenent plan, (subject to) advice.

Every forest nust be nanaged in a way that the pernmanent fulfilnent of the
different forest functions is acconplished. The forest owner has to prove
this by subnmitting a forest managenent plan, drawn up according to a node
established by the Flem sh Government. Forest reserves and shelter-forests
are appointed by the Flemsh Governnment and nust be prinmarily managed
according to their special role.

Public forest owners nust pay special attention to the ecological forest
function and the forest nanagenment nust fulfil some regional guidelines:

- conservation or restoration of the natural flora and fauna;

- stinmulating the indigenous or site-adapted species;

- stimulating the natural regeneration

- stimul ati ng uneven-aged and irregular forned forest stands;

- advanci ng the ecol ogi cal bal ance.

The grants which can be provided to private forest owners who di spose over
an agreed forest managenent plan and who want to afforest or reforest in a
natural or an artificial way are higher if indigenous species are used.
Integration of several forest properties in order to nake a conmon i ntegrated
managenment plan is encouraged by providing grants. Integration of forest
managenent and other forms of |and use (agriculture, nature conservation) is
stimul ated by means of the Minicipal Nature Devel opnent Plans and rural |and
use managenent plans.

The keywords of the Flemish forest policy are a nultifunctional and
sustainable forestry. To apply this forest policy, a managenent vision is
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being worked out, in a first phase for the forest owned by the Flem sh
Regi on. This vision consists of:
- specific and concrete guidelines for a close-to-nature forest nanagenent;
- a framework to assess the forest functions;
- a nethod for quality control

The guidelines are based on the principles of the Flemsh PRO SILVA
working group. The ains are: attaining a reasonable production of high
quality wood, reaching an attractive forest with sufficient variation for
recreational uses able to withstand a certain level of disturbance, giving
the indigenous flora and fauna chances and obtaining a forest that can fulfi
the shelter function. The Fleni sh Forest Service supports the principles of
Pro Silva Flanders as a neans, together with the principle of nmultifunctiona
forestry, to obtain a sustainable forestry.

(139) Wallonia - In response to Belgiunmis engagenent to inplenent the
‘CGeneral principles for the sustainabl e managenent of forests in Europe’ and
the ‘GCeneral principles for the conservation of biological diversity in
Eur opean forest’, of the second Mnisterial Conference on Forests (Helsinki
1993), Wallonia produced an assessnent of the nmanagenent of its forests (‘La
Gestion Durable de la forét en Wallonie', June 1997 Edition). The first part
of the report describes the main characteristics of forests, as well as the
|l egal and institutional framework of forest policy in Wllonia. The second
part of the report illustrates forest management as it is carried out in
Wal | oni a, using criteria and indicators determined by the Helsinki
resolutions. bjectives and targets for sustainable forest nanagenent are
identified both for publicly- and privatel y-owned forests.

(146) Information on indicators relevant to the conservati on and sustainable
use of biodiversity can be found in the thematic report ‘Indicators for
bi ol ogical diversity in Belgiunm conpiled by the National Focal Point (see
question 41).

(decision V/25) For a project on eco-tourism the National Botanic Garden of
Bel gi um col | aborates with a Belgian NGO in Costa Rica. The coll aboration only
concerns the devel opnent and managenent of a snall botanic garden devoted to
the biodiversity of Costa Rica. Staff nenbers of the NBG give on the spot
training to gardeners. The education section of the NBG helps with the
interpretation in the Costa Rica garden

(151) The relationship between tourism and the nmeiobenthic biodiversity is
currently studied in the frane of a Ph.D. (IW-grant) at the GChent
University. Based on this research a case-study could be elaborated for
transm ssion to the Executive Secretary in the future.

(155) Every year, the southern part of the Walloon Region attracts many
tourists thanks to its preserved nature and rural areas. Tourismis in many
places a mmjor part of the local econony. For about ten years, the Walloon
Regi on has been supporting integrated tourism through financing the creation
of rural guesthouses, tourism at the farm etc. The Region also helps to
renovate ancient infrastructures such as those for social tourism

In relation to activities in natural areas, |egal frameworks have been set
up to limt the adverse inpact of sone activities on biodiversity. This
i ncludes the regulation of notor sports, regulation of circulation in forests
aimng to forbid notor vehicles and to prioritise quietness and non-adverse
activities (walk, biking, horse riding, skiing), regulation of circulation on
wat ercourses (notorboats, kayaks, scuba divers, etc.), regulation of
fisheries, etc.
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156. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and

t he associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High Fl. b) Medium V. c) Low

157. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations

and reconmendat i ons nade?

Wa.

a) Good b) Adequate Fl. c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Are programes in place to identify and ensure the adopti on of economically and

158.
act as incentives for the conservati on and sustai nabl e

soci al l y sound measures t hat

use of conponents of biol ogical diversity?
a) no
b) early stages of devel opnment
c) advanced stages of devel opnent
d) programmes in pl ace X
e) review of inplenentation avail able
159. Do these incentives, and the programmes to identify them and ensure their
adoption, cover the full range of sectoral activities?
a) no
b) sone sectors X
c) all mjor sectors
d) all sectors
Decision 111/18. Incentive neasures
160. Has your country revi ewed | egislation and econonmic policies to identify and

pronote incentives for the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of conponents of

bi ol ogi cal diversity?
a) no
b) reviews in progress WA.
Fl .

c)

sone reviews conplete

d)

as far as practically possible
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161. Has your country ensured the devel opnent of mechani snms or approaches to ensure
adequat e i ncorporation of both market and non-nmarket val ues of biol ogical diversity
into plans, policies and programes and other rel evant areas, inter alia, nationa
accounting systens and investnent strategies?

a) no

b) early stages of identifying nechani sns X

c) advanced stages of identifying nechani sns

d) mechani snms in place

e) review of inpact of nechani sns avail abl e

162. Has your country devel oped training and capacity buildi ng programmes to
i npl ement incentive neasures and pronbte private-sector initiatives?

a) no

b) pl anned

c) sone X

d) many
163. Has your country incorporated biological diversity considerations into inpact
assessnments as a step in the design and inplenentati on of incentive nmeasures?

a) no

b) yes X
164. Has your country shared experience on incentive neasures with other Contracting

Parties, including making rel evant case-studi es available to the Secretariat?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — case-studies X

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

Deci sion |1V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention [part]

165. I's your country actively designing and i npl ementing incentive nmeasures?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) neasures in place X

e) review of inplenmentation avail able

166. Has your country identified threats to biol ogical diversity and underlying
causes of biodiversity loss, including the relevant actors, as a stage in designing
i ncentive neasures?

a) no

b) partially reviewed X

c) thoroughly revi ewed

d) measures designed based on the revi ews

e) review of inplenentation avail abl e
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167. Do the existing incentive nmeasures take account of econom c, social, cultural
and et hical valuation of biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent WA.

c) yes — significant extent Fl .
168. Has your country devel oped | egal and policy frameworks for the design and

i npl ementati on of incentive neasures?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent WA.

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) frameworks in place Fl .

e) review of inplenentation avail able
169. Does your country carry out consultative processes to define clear target-
oriented incentive neasures to address the underlying causes of biodiversity |oss?

a) no

b) processes being identified WA.

c) processes identified but not inplenented

d) processes in place Fl .
170. Has your country identified and considered neutralizing perverse incentives?

a) no

b) identification progranme under way X

c) identified but not all neutralised

d) identified and neutralised

Deci sion V/15. Incentive measures

171. Has your country reviewed the incentive neasures pronoted through the Kyoto
Protocol to the UN Franewor k Convention on dinmate Change?

a) no

b) yes X
172. Has your country expl ored possible ways and nmeans by whi ch these incentive
measures can support the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity in your
country?

a) no

b) wunder consideration Fed.

c) early stages of devel opnent WA.

d) advanced stages of devel opnent Fl .

e)

further information avail abl e
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

(general) Flanders - Managenment contracts of the Flem sh Governnent: 597 (out
of 710) managenent contracts were approved for financial support in 2000. 28%
of the managenent contracts dealt with the managenent of mneadows related to
birds, 25% dealt wth the nmanagenent of edges and 47% dealt wth the
managenent of small | andscape el enents:

* Meadow bird managenent (2 packages conversion arable |land into grassland)
Wthin demarcated neadow bird areas but not in expansion perineters of
Fl emi sh or acknow edged nature reserves

* Buf fer managenment (2 packages grassland nowi ng and grazi ng)

As a rule on cultivated lands within the agricultural structure in demarcated
areas (in anticipation of this not wthin the destinations nentioned in
Article 20 of the Nature Conservation Decree) everywhere in Flanders, except
if a Nature Directive Plan finds a managenent agreenment inappropriate for
this objective. The measure is not applicable within expansion perineters of
Fl em sh or acknow edged nature reserves

* Bot ani cal nmanagenent (4 packages grassland and 2 packages arabl e | and)

For the cultivated lands in vulnerable nature zones and the vul nerable zones
in agricultural areas wth ecological inportance, botanical nanagenment is
possible in anticipation of a Nature directive plan and as neasure (not as
conpensati on) conpatible with the nmeasure in areas wth specific
environnmental restrictions and this under the foll owi ng conditions:

- within the destinations nmentioned in Article 20 of the Nature Conservation
Decree, areas are demarcated in advance on the basis of a number of criteria,
determined by the Flem sh governnent on the proposal of the authorised
M ni ster for Environnent;

- the expansion perineters of Flem sh or acknowl edged nature reserves are
excl uded;

- the managenent packages concerning botanical managenment are linked to a
managenent vi sion, approved in the inplementation of the Nature Conservation
Decr ee;

- the nmanagenent packages concerning botanical nanagenent include clearly
accessible result commitments, defined under the form of conservation and/or
devel opnent or recovery of nature (target) types or nature target inages;

- only for cultivated | ands which are known at the registration of the manure
bank;

- if, for the cultivated land in question, no Nature directive plan becones
effective towards the end of 2004, the nmanagenent agreenent wll expire;

- if, for the cultivated land in question, no Nature directive plan becones
effective towards the end of 2004, Nature directive plan needs to include a
pronouncenent about the termination or proceeding, if possible under which
addi ti onal boundary conditions, of the current nmanagenent agreenent.

Nature conservation organisations receive government subsidies for the
acquisition of land and for management and nonitoring activities in the
recogni sed reserves.

Local authorities receive governnment subsidies for the inplenmentation of
projects for conservation, rehabilitation and nmanagenment of habitats or
species within their area

(general) Wallonia - For the Walloon Region, incentive neasures are foreseen
within the followi ng resol utions:

- grants for appropriate agro-environmental practices (resolution of the
Wal | oon Governnent, 11.03.1999);

- subsidies for the plantation of hedges (resolution of the Walloon
Government, 09.02.1995);

- subsidies for appropriate sylvicultural practices (resolution of the
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Wal | oon Governnent, 17.11.1994);

- subsidies when acquiring land for nature reserve purposes (resolution of
the Wall oon Executive, 17.07.1986).

(general) In the Brussels Capital Region, subsidies are i.a. granted for the
managenent of recogni sed nature reserves (resolution of the Brussels Capital
Executive, 25.10.1990).

(158) Concerning the private sector, programmes to ensure the adoption of
economcally and socially sound neasures that act as incentives for the
conservation and sustainable use of conponents of biological diversity are in
early stages of devel opnent.

(165) An exanple of an econonmic incentive for the private sector is the
i nvestment deduction for environnentally sound investnents.
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Article 12 Research and training

173. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?
a) High b) Medium X c) Low
174. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nade?
a) Good b) Adequate | FI- [¢) Limiting Fed. / Wa. |[d) Severely liniting
Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

In the framework of the current Milti-annual Scientific Plan for a
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment (SPSD-11: 2000-2004) of the OSTC, about 7.44 Mo Euro

(on 57 Mo Euro) are devoted to research on biodiversity issues,
3.1 Mo Euro in the previous Plan (SPSD-1I:

conmpared to
1996- 2000) .

175.

and training in neasures for the identification,

Has your country established programes for scientific and technical education
conservati on and sustai nabl e use of

bi ol ogi cal diversity and its conponents (12a)?
a) no
b) early stages of devel oprment Br.
c) advanced stages of devel opnent .
d) programmes in pl ace Fed. / FI.

176.

in neasures for the identification,

Has your country provi ded support to other Parties for education and training
conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal

diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a)

no

b)

yes X

177. Does your country pronote and encourage research which contributes to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity (12b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
178. Does your country pronote and co-operate in the use of scientific advances in
bi ol ogi cal diversity research in devel opi ng met hods for conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use of biol ogical resources (12c)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent Fl .

If a devel oped country Party -

179. Does your country’s inplenentation of the above activities take into account
the special needs of devel opi ng countri es?

a) no

b) yes, where rel evant X
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

(175) International Course on Nematol ogy (Biology Dept., Ghent University),
Bi odi versity Training Course on behalf of the United Nations University
(CGhent University), weekly semnars on biodiversity (Catholic University of
Louvai n- La- Neuve), etc. Mst Bel gian universities have 3'% cycle environnental
management courses (equivalent of a Mster’'s degree), including courses on
t he managenent of (inter-)tropical areas.

(176) The Directorate-General for International Co-operation of the federal
Bel gian Government supports the African Biodiversity Information Centre
(ABIC) at the Royal Mseum for Central Africa. ABIC organises training
internships with a focus on taxononmy and biodiversity for students from
devel opi ng countri es.

The Royal Museum for Central Africa organised in 2000 on the RFI Conobros a
capaci ty-bui |l di ng training wor kshop about i nvent oryi ng terrestrial
bi odi versity and its eco-tourism potenti al.

(177) At the federal level, the OSTC encourages research which contributes to
the conservation and sustainable nmanagenent of terrestrial ecosystens
(tenperate regions), of marine ecosystenms (in particular the North sea) and
of Antarctic ecosystens.

The main objectives are:

- to better understand the |inks between biological diversity, the structure
and the functioning of ecosystens and the inpacts of human and environnenta
threats (climate change in particular) on biodiversity;

- to develop decision/managenent support tools for the nonitoring and
assessnent of biodiversity and methods for conservation, restoration and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity.

In support of Article 12 (b) and (c), the Belgian federal governnent
| aunched a Biodiversity Platformaimng at inproving the information exchange
and comuni cation between the scientific comunity, the research funding
bodi es, the policy-makers in the field of environment and the |and-managers,
notably via the Belgian Biodiversity Forum website, thematic workgroups and
the organisation of biodiversity-related neetings. This Platform pronotes
bi odi versity research and an increased use of its results for applied
envi ronnment managenent .

(177) Wallonia - As far as scientific support is concerned, the Nature,
Forests and Wod Research Centre, which depends from the Nature and Forestry
Division, conducts or co-ordinates various studies. At the biologica
diversity level, the main lines of research are
- the inventory and the nonitoring of biological diversity (Cbservatory of
Fauna, Flora and Habitats - OFFH)
- the nonitoring of aquatic organi sns (Hydrobiol ogy section);
- the nonitoring of the nmanagenent of protected areas (Biological research
centre);
- the permanent inventory of forests that recently included paraneters
relating to biological diversity;
- the genetic inprovement of the main forest species grown in the Walloon
Regi on (study of origins, selection of seeding plantation areas, individua
sel ection, locating and protecting plantation areas to be conserved, etc.).
The Genbloux Scientific Centre hosts the Walloon Biodiversity server
(rmrw. wal | oni e. be/ dgr ne/ si bw) .

The different universities also play an inportant role in research on
bi ol ogi cal diversity conservation, either independently (dissertations,
theses, etc.) or through research agreenments with the Wall oon Region
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For specific missions, the Region finances research activities of
uni versities, institutes and naturalists’ organi sations.

(177) FI anders - The Fl em sh Institute of Nat ur e Conservation
(wwv. i nstnat.be) is responsible for reporting on the state of nature in
Fl anders, including applied ecological and hydrogeol ogical research with a
view to nature conservation. It is also in charge of a nunber of inventories,
the conpilation of species Red Lists and the establishnment of the Biol ogical
Eval uation Map. The Institute for Forestry and Gane Managemnent
(www. i bw. vl aanderen.be) has a simlar function for forests. It is also
responsible for scientific research on fish stock and their managenent. The
Fl em sh I npul se Programme Nature Devel opnent (VLINA) was started in 1996 as a
means to stinmulate research on nature conservation in Flanders. Biologica
diversity indicators are one of the five thenes treated within the scope of
the programre, with indicators of forest biological diversity being the first
ascri bed research assignnent. The Flem sh Environnental Agency (www. vnm be)
is a para-governnmental institution conplementary to the environnenta
adm nistration. One of the tasks of the VMM is to establish and run the
nmoni toring programme on surface water quality.

(178 b) General research in Flanders.
(178 c) Policy relevant research in Flanders.
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Article 13 Public educati on and awar eness

180. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium Fl. c) Low

181. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate X |c) Liniting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

182. Does your country pronote and encourage understanding of the inportance of, and
the neasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through nedia?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

183. Does your country pronote and encourage understandi ng of the inportance of, and
the neasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through the
inclusion of this topic in education progranmes?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
184. Does your country co-operate with other States and international organisations
i n devel opi ng rel evant educati onal and public awareness programes (13b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Deci sion |1V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention [part]

185. Are public education and awar eness needs covered in the national strategy and
action plan?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent WA.

c) yes — significant extent Fl .
186. Has your country all ocated appropriate resources for the strategic use of

educati on and conmmuni cation instrunents at each phase of policy formul ation,
i npl enentati on and eval uati on?

a) limted resources

b) significant but not adequate resources X

c) adequate resources
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187. Does your country support initiatives by major groups that foster stakehol der
participation and that integrate biol ogical diversity conservation matters in their

practice and educati on progranmes?

a) no

b) yes X
188. Has your country integrated biodiversity concerns into education strategies?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

Wa.

d) yes

Fl .

189. Has your country made avail abl e any case-studi es on public educati on and

awar eness and public participation, or otherw se sought to share exper

ences?

a) no

b) yes

X

190. Has your country illustrated and translated the provisions of the Convention

into any | ocal |anguages to pronote public education and awar eness rai sing of

sect ors?

r el evant

a) not rel evant

b) still to be done

c) under devel opnent

d) yes

X

191. I's your country supporting |local, national, sub-regional and reg
and awar eness progranmmes?

i ona

educati on

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition -

192. When requesting assi stance through the GEF, has your country proposed projects

that pronote neasures for inplenmenting Article 13 of the Convention?

a) no
b) yes
Deci sion V/17. Education and public awareness
193. Does your country support capacity-building for education and comunication in

bi ol ogi cal diversity as part of the national biodiversity strategy and action plans?

a) no

b) limted support

c) yes (please give details)
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

(general) In Flanders there are a nunber of educational efforts on different
levels: on all levels of education between 3 and 18 years, specific aspects
of environnmental education are an integral part of the educational program
The institutes of higher education do not have a specific program Mst of
the Flem sh universities have signed the COPERNICUS Treaty (Co-operation
Program in Europe for Research on Nature and Industry through Co-ordinated
Uni versity Studies).

* Regional initiatives:

- the Flem sh environnental action plan (MNA 2), initiative 146, created an
envi ronment al education departnent within the governnment admninistration;

- AMNAL is responsible for 5 educational centers open to the public; in 3 of
them the environnental education departnent offers integrated EE-progranmes;

- AMNAL will organize at the end of 2001 a course °‘Professional
Envi ronnment al Education’.

Most of governnmental owned nature reserves are open to the public.

Several specific projects are subsidised: the ‘Environnent Encounter Program
for all the basic schools, the ‘Educational Schelde Communication Project’
(11-14 y.), the ‘Environnment-boat’ as a sailing EE-centre, and some snaller
proj ects.

* Provincial initiatives:

- each province (except one) has its own centre for environnental education;
the province w thout own centre has several regional points of support for
envi ronnment al educati on;

- nmost of the provincial owned nature reserves also have an educational
function.

* Cities:

- a nunber of cities in Flanders have their own environmental education
center;

- nmost cities have an own educational program

* Private organi sations:

- 2 privately owned environmental education organisations are active in
Fl ander s: ‘Centrum voor Nat uur - en Mlieu-educatie (CVN)’ and the
environnmental education organisation ‘De Welewaal - Educatief’'. The CVN
organi zes each year a course for nature guides. In 2000, 416 persons followed
the course of which 213 graduat ed.

* Soci o-cul tural organi sations:

- non governmental nature organisations are offering their nenbers a wde
range of environnmental education activities.

* Youth organi sations:

- the ‘Jeugdbond voor Natuurstudie en Mlieubeschernming (JNM' is an
organi sation specific for children and young adults between 8 and 25 years.
* Organi sed groups: some organisations have a number of specific

envi ronmental education initiatives. Actions include:

- set up of visitor centres in vicinity of najor protected areas;

- organi sation of guided tours in protected areas;

- publication of brochures and folders on specific aspects of nature
conservati on;

- co-operation with and support of nature conservation organisations and
provincial or rmunicipal authorities for specific public awareness projects;

- educational centre for forestry;

- devel opnent of websites.

More information: ww. i na. vl aanderen. be/ m | i eueducati e/ central

(general) The Walloon Region has devel oped an extended network of ‘Centres
Régi onaux d'Initiation a |'Environnenent’ (CRIE), centres for environnental
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education and awareness. Those centres develop progranms based on nature and
bi odi versity for public awareness purposes. Their actions are mainly (but not
exclusively) oriented towards school children aged 6-12. Furthernore, ‘green
cl asses’ are organised in nost schools.

Naturalists’ associations are financed in view to organise public
awar eness and education activities. Nature protection organisations such as
the WAF, AVES, the ‘Ligue Royale pour |a Protection des QG seaux’ (LRBPO), the

‘Réserves naturelles et ornithologiques de Belgique’ (RNOB), ‘Ardenne et
Gaunme’', ‘Les Cercles des Naturalistes de Belgique', ‘Jeunes et Nature' and
‘Forét Wallonne’ all have educational activities oriented towards nature

conservation (e.g. excursions, visits of nature reserves, nmanagenent of
nature reserves, publications, etc.) or towards specific thematic areas (e.g.
forests, quality of watercourses, etc.). Oher associations such as GAW
(integrated and biological fruit production) and CAR (protection of
pollinators) receive support from the Walloon Region to pronpbte awareness
programes on sustai nabl e managenent of natural resources.

The NGO ‘Les Cercles des Naturalistes de Bel gique organises every year
nature guide training courses at 5 training locations, both in French
(Vierves-sur-Viroin, Sart-Tilman, Mnt-R gi, Bon-Secours and Brussels) and in
German (Haus Ternell).

The Walloon Region also |aunches regularly thematic nature protection or
devel opment operations, which always include an inportant public awareness
and educational part. Some exanples of projects include the migration of
bl ack storks (www. explorado.con) or the raising of |adybirds as a means of
sust ai nabl e control of aphids (ww. coccinelles. be)

(general) Federal level - In 2000 a brochure entitled ‘Threatened plant
species and the tourist’ was edited in Dutch and French and wdely
disseminated by the Federal Mnistry for Agriculture. Another brochure,
dealing with CITES and the concerned plant species, is also available at the
M nistry for Agriculture.

Sone research projects, in association with relevant university courses,
demonstrate the need for, and the potential uses of, plant genetic resources.
Devel opmrent of ‘on farmi or in situ orchards together wth visits of
collections and nmanifestations organised for schools and the general public
enhance the public awareness concerning this topic. Public and nedia
collaboration plays a key role for the collection of endangered old fruit
tree cultivars.

Wthin the National Botanic Garden of Belgium an education section has
been created a few years ago. As the presentation of the collections is
ongoi ng, new display texts are formulated, with special attention to the CBD
and its consequences. The next ‘Education congress’ of the European Botanic
Gardens will be organised and hosted by the National Botanic Garden of
Bel gi um The devel opnent of the education strategy is conpletely in line with
the action plan of Botanic Gardens conservation International in this field.

The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences has a fully operational
educational unit, in charge of organising school visits (3-18 years old) and
gui ded tours for visitors of the Natural H story Muiseum as well as seninars
and teacher trainings on nature and biodiversity. This unit also organises
practical workshops for children (in French: Ateliers Nature, ages 5-12/ in
Dutch: Natuurateliers, ages 7-16) that address a great variety of specific
thenes and pronote awareness on nature and biol ogical diversity (Wdnesdays,
Sat urdays and hol i days).

(190) The text of the Convention is available on the Belgian CHM in Dutch,
French and German, which are the three official |anguages in Belgium
Moreover a Dutch and French version of the Belgian CHM were |aunched during
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the sumer period of 2001 and are currently being developed. Several
articles, brochures, etc. on CBD provisions have been published in Dutch and
French for the Bel gi an public.

The colloquium ‘Belgium and the Convention on Biological Diversity — A
state of the art’ was organised on 17 Novenber 1999 and was open to all (Van
Goethem J.L., Hecq, W & Peeters, M (Eds), 2000. Proceedings of the
col l oqui um ‘ Bel gium and the Convention on Biological Diversity — A state of
the art’. Bulletin de |’'Institut royal des Sciences naturelles de Bel gique,
Bi ol ogi e, vol. 70 — supplenent, |SSN 0374-6429: 103 pp).
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Article 14 |Inpact assessnment and minim zing adverse inpacts

194. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

195. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting X 1d) Severely liniting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Fl anders - The procedures for EIA include provision for assessment of the
i mpact on environnental aspects, fauna and flora, as well as devel opnent of
nmitigating and conpensatory measures.

In the Walloon Region, the decree on EIA of 11.09.1985 wll soon be
replaced by the entering into force of the decree on environnental permts
(11.03.1999). Article 6, paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Habitat D rective,
i nposing an inpact assessnment for projects involving habitats and species
targeted by this directive, will soon be transposed in legislation within the
Wal | oon Region. For the Brussels Capital Region, the Habitat Directive, and
thus also the paragraphs nentioned above, were transposed in the resolution
of 26.10. 2000.

There are no specific budgets for the protection of nmarine biodiversity as
such, but the research budgets currently allocated at federal |evel for
mari ne research and the pronotion of the initiatives taken in the franework
of the Convention seemto be adequate.

196. Is legislation in place requiring an environnental inmpact assessnent of
proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biol ogical diversity (14 (1la))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation in place X

e) review of inplenentation avail able

197. Do such environnental inpact assessnent procedures allow for public
participation (14(1a))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X
c) yes — significant extent
198. Does your country have mechanisnms in place to ensure that the environnental

consequences of national progranmes and policies that are likely to have significant
adverse inpacts on biol ogical diversity are duly taken into account (14(1b))?

a) no
b) early stages of devel oprment X
c) advanced stages of devel opnent V.

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge
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199. I's your country involved in bilateral, regional and/or mnultilateral discussion
on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your
country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no
b) yes — linmted extent Fl .
c) yes — significant extent .
200. I's your country inplenenting bilateral, regional and/or multil ateral agreenents

on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your
country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no

b) no, assessnent of options in progress

c) sone conpleted, others in progress X
b) yes
201. Has your country nmechanisns in place to notify other States of cases of

i mm nent or grave danger or damage to biol ogical diversity originating in your country
and potentially affecting those States (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) nechanisns in place X

e) no need identified

202. Has your country mechani sns in place to prevent or minimnze danger or danage
originating in your State to biological diversity in other States or in areas beyond
the limts of national jurisdiction (14(1d))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opment

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge X

e) no need identified

203. Has your country national mechanisns in place for emergency response to
activities or events which present a grave and i mm nent danger to biol ogical diversity
(14(1e))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechani snms in pl ace X

204. Has your country encouraged international co-operation to establish joint
contingency plans for energency responses to activities or events which present a
grave and i mm nent danger to biological diversity (14(1e))?

a) no X

b) yes

c) no need identified
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Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplementing the Convention [part]

205. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information and
experience relating to environnental inpact assessnent and resulting mtigating
nmeasures and incentive schenes?

a) no

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties X

d) information provided on the national CHM

206. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information on
measures and agreenents on liability and redress applicable to danage to biol ogi ca
diversity?

a) no
b) information provided to the Secretari at X
c) information provided to other Parties X

d) information provided on the national CHM

Deci sion V/18. |npact assessnment, liability and redress
207. Has your country integrated environnmental inpact assessnment into programes on
thematic areas and on alien species and tourisn®
a) no
b) partly integrated X

c) fully integrated

208. When carrying out environnental inpact assessments does your country address
| oss of biological diversity and the interrel ated soci o-econom c, cultural and human-
health aspects relevant to biol ogical diversity?

a) no
b) partly X
c) fully
2009. When devel opi ng new | egi sl ative and regul atory franmeworks, does your country

have in place nmechani sms to ensure the consideration of biological diversity concerns
fromthe early stages of the drafting process?

a) no

b) in some circunstances X

c) in all circunstances

210. Does your country ensure the invol venent of all interested and affected
stakeholders in a participatory approach to all stages of the assessnent
process?

a) no X

b) yes - in certain circunstances

c) yes - in all cases WA
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211. Has your country organi sed expert neetings, workshops and semi nars, and/or
trai ni ng, educational and public awareness progranmes and exchange progranmmes in order
to pronote the devel opnent of |ocal expertise in nethodol ogi es, techniques and
procedures for inpact assessnent?

a) no X
b) sone progranmmes in place Wa
c) many progranmes in place
d) integrated approach to building expertise
212. Has your country carried out pilot environnental inpact assessnent projects, in

order to pronote the devel opnment of |ocal expertise in nethodol ogi es, techni ques and
pr ocedur es?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide further details)

213. Does your country use strategic environnmental assessments to assess not only
the inpact of individual projects, but also their cumul ative and gl obal effects, and
ensure the results are applied in the decision maki ng and pl anni ng processes?

a) no X

b) to alinmted extent

c) to a significant extent

214. Does your country require the inclusion of devel opnent of alternatives,
mtigation measures and consi deration of the el aboration of conpensation measures in
envi ronnent al i npact assessnent?

a) no

b) to alinted extent X

c) to a significant extent X
215. Is national information available on the practices, systens, nechani sns and

experiences in the area of strategic environnental assessnent and inpact assessnent?

a) no X

b) yes (please append or summari se)

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

(196) The general principles described in chapter 2 of the Belgian |aw of 20
January 1999 on the protection of the marine environnent in the areas under
Bel gian jurisdiction: the principle of preventive action, the precautionary
principle, the principle of sustainable managenent, the polluter pays
principle and the restoration principle. The primary purpose of the law is
the conservation of the specific character, biodiversity and pristine nature
of the marine environnent through protection and restoration neasures. The
royal decree of 20 Decenber 2000 related to the law on the protection of the
marine areas under Belgian jurisdiction (MW law) inposes a procedure of
envi ronnment al i npact assessnent.

(201) Such a nechanismis foreseen in the royal decree of 20 Decenber 2000 in
relation to nmarine areas (for nore information, see note in relation to
question 196).

(213) Flanders — The use of strategic environnental assessnents to assess not
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only the inpact of individual projects, but also their cumulative and gl oba
effects, is under devel opnent.

(213) A first step towards strategic environnmental assessments in relation to
the marine environment can be found in Article 28, 84 of the law on the
protection of the marine environnent nentioning the developnent of an
i ntegrated environnental inpact assessnent for all simlar activities.

(214 c) Developnent of alternatives required by the royal decree of 20
Decenber 2000 in relation to marine areas (for nore information, see comment
above in relation to question 196).
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Article 15 Access to genetic resources

216. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

217. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate | Mcro-org. c) Limting X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

(217) Resources are adequate for neeting the obligations and recommendati ons
in relation to micro-organisns (see BCCM. |In general however, available
resources for this article and the related decisions are limting (sane
distinction is made for questions 221 and 222).

(general) The draft Bill transposing the Directive 98/44/EC on the |ega
protection of biotechnological inventions into Belgian law is breaking new
grounds conpared with the Directive as regards the foll ow ng issues:

- Patentability of the elenments of the human body, including the genes

Unlike the Directive, the transposition text does not stipulate that a gene
may constitute a patentable invention but states that a gene nmy provide a
basis for a patentable invention. This is a termi nol ogical correction induced
by the wording of the Article 52 of the European Patent Convention and of the
Article 2 of the Belgian Patent Act. This will not give rise to a difference
in interpretation according to the principle of simlar interpretation. The
transposition Bill provides explicitly that the human body is not an asset,
that patentability conditions nust be net and that the nonopoly resulting from
the patent is linmted to what constitutes the invention and in particular,
that is does not inpede the free disposal of preexisting elenents, as
inmplicitly referred to in the Directive, notably in Article 5 thereof.

- Non-patentability if the invention is contrary to public order and norality

New exanpl es of non-patentability for the aforenentioned reason are added to
the Belgian Patent Act. As the European Directive (Article 6, 82) does not
give an exhaustive list of exanples, the national legislator is enmpowered to
take other cases into account. The transposition text provides an additiona

specification insofar as it does not cover the cases where the exploitation of
the invention is contrary to law and order but those where the conditions of
devel opnment of the invention are contrary to public order and norality. The
Belgian legislator nmay legitimately consider that the exploitation of the
invention and the conditions of its devel opnent are entangl ed. The exanples to
be added concern the inventions devel oped in violation of human rights, of the
Convention on Biological Diversity or without the consent of the donor when it
comes to human body sanpl es

- Definition of invention

The transposition text may include a definition of the invention in the
Bel gian Act of 28 March 1984 with the aim to put into force the consensus
which is generally accepted and according to which inventions are patentable
whereas discoveries are not. The very idea of a definition of the invention
gives rise to criticism because it is feared that this definition will freeze
the evolution of |aw. Nevertheless, the definition proposed only includes non-
controversial elenments that are found in the constant |egal practice and
t heory.
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- Mention of the geographical origin of the living matter from which the
invention is derived

It is proposed, as provided for in the 27'" preanble, that the states require
the applicant to nention the geographical origin of the living material from
which he developed his invention. This provision reinforces the sovereign
rights of the states <concerning their biological resources, which are
guaranteed in the Convention on Biological Diversity. In accordance with the
27" preanble, this requirement is only to be fulfilled when the biological
origin is known.

- Linmtations of the nmonopoly resulting fromthe patent

It is specified that the nonopoly is Iimted to what constitutes the invention
and that it will not inpede the free disposal of preexisting el ements. These
elements are only the repetition of a traditional rule in patent |aw, aimng
at reassuring the public opinion, especially as regards human genes.

(This text is provided for information only and does not bind the Bel gian
state as to the final content of the legislation transposing the Directive
98/ 44/ EC into Belgian | aw )

Mor eover, regardless of the transposition of the Directive 98/ 44/EC, it can
prove useful to say that the Act of 28 January 1997 adapting the Patent Act of
28 March 1984 to the Agreenent on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectua
Property Rights (TRIPS), annexed to the Agreenent instituting the Wrld Trade
Organi sation, has amended the Article 4, 82, of the Patent Act in order to
conpl enent the notion of public order by referring to the protection of the
health and life of people and aninmals, to the preservation of plants and to
the protection against serious danages to the environment. So Bel gium has
literally included the notions of the Article 27.2 of the TRIPS Agreement into
its patent |aw

(general) For what concerns policy on access to genetic resources, the
‘Bel gian Co-ordinated Collections of Mcro-organisnms’ are public ex situ
collections. Technically, the biological resources conserved in their
facilities are publicly available through printed and on-line catal ogues, at
cost-covering prices. BCCM has developed a policy sunmarised in the MOSAICC
code of conduct (see www. bel spo. be/ bccni npsai cc).

Besi de BCCM other institutions involved in ex situ and in situ managenent
of biological resources have developed, sonetimes in co-ordination wth
simlar bodies at international |evel, appropriate admnistrative and policy
measures to operate according to the terns of Article 15.

218. Has your country endeavoured to create conditions to facilitate access to
genetic resources for environmental |y sound uses by other Contracting Parties (15(2))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X
c) yes — significant extent
219. Is there any mutual understanding or agreenment in place between different
interest groups and the State on access to genetic resources (15(4))?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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220. Has your country an open participati on planning process, or any other process
in place, to ensure that access to resources is subject to prior informed consent
(15(5))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent X

d) processes in place

221. Has your country taken neasures to ensure that any scientific research based on
genetic resources provided by other Contracting Parties is devel oped and carried out
with the full participation of such Contracting Parties (15(6))?

a) no neasures

b) sonme nmeasures in place M cro-org.

c) potential nmeasures under review X

d) conprehensive neasures in place

222. Has your country taken neasures to ensure the fair and equitable sharing of the
results of research and devel opnent and the benefits arising fromthe comrerci al and
ot her use of genetic resources with any Contracting Party providi ng such resources
(15(7))7?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place M cro-org.

c) potential nmeasures under review X

?d) conpr ehensi ve nmeasures in place

If so, are these neasures

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and adm ni strative neasures X
Decision 11/11 and Decision I11/15. Access to genetic resources
223. Has your country provided the secretariat with information on rel evant

| egi sl ation, admi nistrative and policy neasures, participatory processes and research
pr ogr amres?

a) no

b) yes, within the previous national report X

c) yes, through case-studies

d) yes, through other neans X
(pl ease give details bel ow)

224, Has your country inpl enented capacity-buil ding programes to pronote successfu
devel opnent and i npl ement ati on of |egislative, adninistrative and policy neasures and
gui del i nes on access, including scientific, technical, business, |egal and managenent
skills and capacities?

a) no

b) sone programres covering sone needs X

C) many progranmes covering sone needs

d) programmes cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need
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225. Has your country anal ysed experiences of |egislative, administrative and policy
measures and gui del i nes on access, including regional efforts and initiatives, for use
in further devel opment and i npl ementati on of neasures and guidel i nes?

a) no

b) analysis in progress X

c) analysis conpl eted

226. I's your country collaborating with all rel evant stakehol ders to explore,
devel op and i npl ement gui del i nes and practices that ensure nutual benefits to
provi ders and users of access neasures?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

227. Has your country identified national authorities responsible for granting
access to genetic resources?

a) no

b) yes X
228. I's your country taking an active role in negotiations associated with the

adaptation of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agricul ture?

a) no
b) yes X
Deci sion V/26. Access to genetic resources
229. Has your country designated a national focal point and one or nore conpetent

national authorities to be responsible for access and benefit-sharing arrangenents or
to provide informati on on such arrangenents?

a) no X

b) yes

c) yes, and Executive Secretary notified

230. Do your country’s national biodiversity strategy, and | egislative
admi ni strative or policy neasures on access and benefit-sharing, contribute to
conservation and sustai nabl e use objectives?

a) no

b) to alinmted extent

c) to a significant extent X

Parties that are recipients of genetic resources

231. Has your country adopted adm nistrative or policy neasures that are supportive
of efforts made by provider countries to ensure that access to their genetic resources
is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the Convention?

a) no

b) other arrangenents nade X

c) yes
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232. Does your country co-operate with other Parties in order to find practical and
equi tabl e sol uti ons supportive of efforts made by provider countries to ensure that
access to their genetic resources is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the
Convention, recogni zing the conplexity of the issue, with particul ar consideration of
the multiplicity of prior inforned consent considerations?

a) no
b) yes (please provide details) X
233. In developing its |egislation on access, has your country taken into account

and al l owed for the devel opnent of a nultilatera

systemto facilitate access and

benefit-sharing in the context of the Internationa

Undertaki ng on Pl ant Genetic

Resour ces?

a) no X

b) | egislation under devel opnment

c) yes

234.
Bi ol ogi ca

I's your country co-ordinating its positions in both the Conventi on on
Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) taking steps to do so

c) yes X

235. Has your country provided informati on to the Executive Secretary on user
institutions, the market for genetic resources, non-nonetary benefits, new and
ener gi ng nechani sns for benefit sharing, incentive neasures, clarification of
definitions, sui generis systens and “intermedi ari es”?

a) no X

b) sone information provided

c) substantial information provided

236. Has your country submitted informati on on specific issues related to the role
of intellectual property rights in the inplenentation of access and benefit-sharing
arrangenents to the Executive Secretary?

a) no

b) yes X
237. Has your country provi ded capacity-building and technol ogy devel opment and
transfer for the maintenance and utilisation of ex situ collections?

a) no

b) yes to a limted extent X

c) yes to a significant extent
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(general) Various States made a first attenpt to affirm the rights of
i ndi genous peoples and to give effect to the equitable sharing objective laid
down in Article 15 of the Convention on Biol ogical Diversity.

In Europe, a first effort in that direction was established within the
framework of the recently approved EU Biotechnology Directive (Drective
98/ 44/ EC of the European Parlianment and of the Council of 6 July 1998 on the
Legal Protection of Biotechnological Invention, 213 Oficial Journal of the
European Comunities - Legislation, July 30 1998, 13). In an attenpt to
implement the fair and equitable sharing principle of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, Recital 27 was introduced in the EU Biotechnol ogy
Directive. Recital 27 requires that “if an invention is based on biol ogical
material of plant or animal origin or if it uses such material, the patent

application should, where appropriate, include information on the
geographical origin of such nmaterial, if known;, whereas this is wthout
prejudice to the processing of patent applications or the validity of rights
arising fromgranted patents”. Recital 27 contains a praiseworthy principle,

but the wording of Recital 27 is so nonconmittal, that one can wonder if the
introduction of the Recital will sort any effect.

Belgium is the only EU nenber State that has so far taken Recital 27
seriously. An attenpt to enforce Recital 27 was nade in the Draft Proposal of
August 8 2000 holding various nodifications of the Patent Act of March 28
1984 (French: Avant-projet de loi nmodifiant la loi du 28 nars 1984 sur |es
brevets d'invention, en ce qui concerne |la brevetabilité des inventions
bi ot echnol ogi ques). The origin requirenment, laid down in recital 27 of the
Directive, has undergone two mgjor changes. First, the recital has been given
a stronger legal basis by inserting it in the Draft Proposal as ful
provision, nore in particular as 8 4 of Article 4. Second, the recital has
been gi ven a new wordi ng.

The proposed new article stipulates that the exploitation of an invention
is contrary to public order and norality, especially when the invention can
be shown to have been devel oped in circunmstances which run counter to public
order and norality, which is the case when an invention is devel oped on the
basis of plant or animal material which was inported in violation of the |aw

of the country of origin of these materials: "8 4. L'exploitation d' une
invention est contraire a |'ordre public et aux bonnes nmpeurs notament
lorsqu'il est établi que |'invention a été dével oppée dans des conditions

contraires a |'ordre public et aux bonnes nbeurs. Tel est |le cas par exenple:
- lorsqu'une invention est dével oppée a partir de mati éere biol ogi que prél evée
ou exportée en violation des dispositions des Articles 3, 8 j), 15 et 16 de
|l a Convention de Rio sur la diversité biologique du 5 juin 1992."

As a consequence, an invention which uses plant or animal naterial which
was inmported in violation of the law of the country of origin, would run
counter to Belgian public order and norality, and could be revoked on the
basi s of Article 49 81 (1) of t he Bel gi an Pat ent Act of 1984
(Art. 49 81 (1) 1984 BPA Act stipulates that a patent may be revoked by court
if the subject matter of the patent falls within Articles 3 or 4, or does not
meet the requirenments of Articles 2, 5, 6 and 7. Cf. Art. 138 (1) (a) EPC
which stipulates that a European patent may be revoked if the subject matter
of the European patent is not patentable within the terms of Articles 52 to
57).

The Draft Proposal inplenenting Recital 27 in the Belgian Patent Act has,
however, net considerable opposition in legal doctrine, as well as in
societal circles.

First, objections from a logistic nature were |aunched. Wich body is
going to check whether or not the informed consent was asked properly? Wich
body is going to effectuate the control of the origin of the plant and ani nal
material ? The current Belgian Patent O fice? Is this institution equipped to
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perform such an activity? Wen is such control going to take place? Al ways,
or only on demand of a third party?

Second, questions from a nore legal or opportunist nature were put
forward. |Is the introduction of such a weighty sanction - viz. the
nullification of a patent — in proportion to the shortcomng? Is it justified
and/ or opportune that the Belgian patent |egislator enforces sanctions
agai nst non-conpliance with foreign legislation? |Is the nullification of a
patent an appropriate way to express the concern for equitable |ega
relati onships? Is the annul ment of a potentially profitable patent beneficia
for the country of origin? Should one not think of other nechani sns — outside
the scope of patent law — to bring about equitable sharing between countries
hosting plant and animal material and countries using those material s?

Third, the objection was raised by some that the introduction of the
recitals as full provisions, runs counter to the pursuit of harnonisation in
the Directive. O hers, however, argued that the Belgian viewoint mght
serve as an exanple for other nenber states (expert analysis).

(general) Vegetative and generative material is distributed, free of charge,
to public institutions wrking in the areas of research, breeding,
conservation and education. No material is provided to individuals or
comrerci al firns.

For the time being the Belgian Botanic Garden is addressing the exchange
of genetic resources and benefit sharing to develop a policy which is in Iine
with nost of the other European botanic gardens. The sane is going on in
other European countries. It is ainmed that the European countries develop a
common strategy for exchange of material between botanic gardens.

(219) Sone coll aborations exist between formal research programres and the
private sector (nurseries, seed producers, processing industry, etc.).

(223) BCCM has co-ordinated the MOSAICC project. This project involved 12
partners including the ‘Wrld Federation for Culture Collection (WCC)'. W-CC
has sent information concerning MOSAICC to the secretariat.

(223 d) Information was/is provided to the CBD Secretariat through the
Bel gi an Cl eari ng- House Mechani sm and t he Bel gi an Bi osafety C eari ng- House.

(225) Research project from the Flem sh Research Council on 'lIntellectua
Property Rights and Biodiversity' (2000-2003); Centre Intellectual Property
Ri ghts, KU Leuven.

(226) MOSAI CC included representatives of public and private, for-profit and
non-profit institutions, from devel oped as well as devel oping countries.

(227) Authorities granting access to genetic resources have been identified
but not necessarily in the framework of the CBD. Sone authorities have been
in place even before the Convention. These include l|ocal, regional and
national authorities conpetent in environnental matters.

(230 & 231) See above-nentioned infornmation on the content of the draft Bil
transposing the Directive 98/44/EC into Belgian |aw. as previously nentioned
the Belgian legislator is thinking about inserting into the Belgian Patent
Act (though it would be better to find a solution on nultilateral level) a
di sposition based on the 27'" preamble of the Directive on the Lega
Protection of Biotechnological Inventions, i.e. the applicant should include
information on the geographical origin of the biological resources used to
develop his invention, if known. This is the logical application of the rule
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according to which the invention nust be described precisely enough in the
patent application. If the applicant does not know the origin, he has to
mention it as well. Every applicant making a false statenent or providing
wong information intentionally shall be prosecuted in accordance with the
penal provisions of comobn |aw applicable to the nmaking of false statenents
to the public authority. This possible new obligation is self-standing
inasmuch as it is not a new patentability criteria (novelty, inventive step
and industrial application) and is not, as such, a fundamental provision
i nherent in patent |aw

In so far the principles that have been translated in the provisions and
recomendations of the CBD were not yet taken into consideration, OSTC
integrates progressively the provisions and recomendations of the CBD into
its research contracts, also contracts involving institutions from other
countries. It also follows the reconmendati ons of other conmpetent authorities
such as DA C (see also general comment on Article 16 Access to and transfer
of technol ogy).

(232) In view of finding practical and equitable solutions, BCCM follows COP-
5 conclusions V/26 A 6. stating: “[The COP] notes that voluntary neasures,
including guidelines, may help ensure realisation of the objectives of the
Convention, and to that end invites the parties to consider pronotion of
their wuse”. Such guidelines should include reconmendations for an efficient
i mpl erentation of the prior informed consent concept.

See also the comment above in relation to question 226, nore specifically
t hrough MOSAI CC coherent approach of CBD and TRIPS Agreenent plus Budapest
Treaty with regard to mcro-organi sns. MOSAICC has been initiated by a public
funded consortium Although MOSAICC do not express the position of the
adm ni stration, this project reflects the inportance given to the
i mpl ementation of Article 15 by the administration in charge of the BCCM
program

(234) Uuntil now, two |IU CBD co-ordination neetings have been organi sed. WPO
and TRIPS discussions and activities are taken into account in this context.
A contact group conposed of officers from conpetent administrations exists.

(236) The European Communities and their Menber States, with the Swedish
Presidency, sent a letter dated 2 February 2001 containing several
contributions to the Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity
(notably a general note witten within the task force ‘Biodiversity’ of the
Counci | of the European Uni on between Septenber and February 2001).

Bel gi um have sent a significant delegation to the first neeting of the
WPO intergovernnental comittee on intellectual property and genetic
resources, traditional know edge and folklore. CQutputs of this forum wll
certainly be relevant in this matter.

(237) See questionnaire on Article 9 and the initiatives taken by other ex
situ conservation facilities such as the National Botanic Garden of Bel gi um
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Article 16 Access to and transfer of technol ogy

238. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
t he associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium Priv. c) Low X

239. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting X |d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

240. Has your country taken neasures to provide or facilitate access for and

transfer to other Contracting Parties of technol ogies that are relevant to the

conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity or make use of genetic
resources and do not cause significant damage to the environnent (16(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sone measures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

241. I's your country aware of any initiatives under which rel evant technol ogy is
transferred to your country on concessional or preferential ternms (16(2))?

a) no X

b) yes (please give brief details bel ow

242. Has your country taken measures so that Contracting Parties which provide
genetic resources are provided access to and transfer of technol ogy which make use of
those resources, on mutually agreed terms (16(3))?

a) not rel evant

b) relevant, but no neasures

c) sone neasures in place X

d) potential nmeasures under review

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these neasures

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and admi nistrative arrangenents X
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243. Has your country taken neasures so that the private sector facilitates access
to joint devel opnment and transfer of relevant technol ogy for the benefit of governnent
institutions and the private sector of devel oping countries (16(4))?

a) no neasures X

b) sone measures in place

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

If so, are these neasures

a) Legislation?

b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation?

c) Policy and admi nistrative arrangenments?

244, Does your country have a national systemfor intellectual property right
protection (16(5))?
a) no
b) yes X
245, If yes, does it cover biological resources in any way?
a) no
b) yes — linmted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
Decision I11/17. Intellectual property rights
246. Has your country conducted and provided to the secretariat case-studies of the
i mpacts of intellectual property rights on the achi evement of the CBD objectives?
a) no X
b) sone
c) many

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

(general) Regarding the ‘Belgian Co-ordinated Collections of M cr o-
organi snms’, the consortium follows the recomendations of D@ C in the matters
rel evant for the activities involving international co-operation and to the
extent of the available resources.

(general) An exanple of technology transfer involving the private sector is a
joint project between Tibotec-Virco, a young multinational biotechnol ogy
company, and Vietnam were for the developnent and production of an anti-
parasitic drug, the Belgian section of the conpany upgraded the harvesting
and production unit with GW (Good Manufacturing Practice) and GAP (Good
Agricultural Practice). Equipnment and experts were sent to Vietnam and
Vi et nanese specialists were invited to Belgium for training. For the drug
di scovery and devel opnment program (on H'V, other infectious diseases, and
cancer) the conpany has several collaboration in the field of biodiversity
(natural products drugs discovery progran).

The private sector highlights the efforts of the Belgian Departnent for
Devel opment Co-operation in relation to this article.
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Article 17 Exchange of infornmation

247. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

248. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate X |c) Liniting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

See notes on biodiversity-related websites in text box at the end of the
questions in relation to Article 18.

249. Has your country taken neasures to facilitate the exchange of information from
publicly avail abl e sources (17(1))?

a) no measures

b) restricted by |ack of resources

c) sone neasures in place

d) potential nmeasures under review

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place X

If a devel oped country Party -

250. Do these neasures take into account the special needs of devel opi ng countries
(17(1))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
251. If so, do these nmeasures include all the categories of information listed in

Article 17(2), including technical, scientific and soci o-econonic research, training
and surveyi ng progranmes, specialised know edge, repatriation of information and so
on?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X




95

Article 18 Technical and scientific co-operation

252. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

253. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate X |c) Liniting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

254, Has your country taken neasures to pronote international technical and
scientific co-operation in the field of conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
diversity (18(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sonme measures in place X

c) potential nmeasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

255. Do the neasures taken to pronpte co-operation with other Contracting Parties in
the inpl ementation of the Convention pay special attention to the devel opment and
strengt heni ng of national capabilities by means of human resources devel opnent and
institution building (18(2))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
256. Has your country encouraged and devel oped net hods of co-operation for the

devel opment and use of technol ogi es, including indigenous and traditiona
technol ogi es, in pursuance of the objectives of this Convention (18(4))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) methods in place
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257. Does such co-operation include the training of personnel and exchange of
experts (18(4))~?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
258. Has your country pronoted the establishnent of joint research progranmes and

joint ventures for the devel opnent of technol ogies relevant to the objectives of the
Convention (18(5))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Decision I11/3, Decision Ill/4 and Decision IV/2. Cearing House Mechani sm

259. I's your country co-operating in the devel opnent and operation of the Cl earing
House Mechani sn?

a) no

b) yes X
260. I's your country hel ping to devel op national capabilities through exchangi ng and

di ssem nating i nformati on on experiences and | essons | earned in inplenmenting the
Conventi on?

a) no
b) yes - limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

261. Has your country designated a national focal point for the CHW

a) no
b) yes X
262. I's your country providing resources for the devel opnent and inpl enentation of

the d earing- House Mechani sn®?

a) no

b) yes, at the national |evel

c) yes, at national and international |evels X

263. I's your country facilitating and participating in workshops and ot her expert
nmeetings to further the devel opnent of the CHM at international |evels?

a) no

b) participation only

c) supporting sone neetings and participating X
264. I's your CHM oper ati onal
a) no

b) under devel opnent

c) yes (please give details bel ow) X
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265. Is your CHM |l inked to the Internet

a) no

b) vyes X

266. Has your country established a nulti-sectoral and nulti-disciplinary CHM
steering commttee or working group at the national |evel?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision V/14. Scientific and technical co-operation and the
cl eari nghouse nechanisns (Article 18)

267. Has your country reviewed the priorities identified in Annex | to the deci sion,
and sought to inplenent then?

a) not reviewed

b) reviewed but not inplenmented

c) reviewed and i npl enented as appropriate X

Further comments on inplenmentation of these Articles

Article 17 (general/249):

e see information on the Belgian O earing-House Mechani sm bel ow (note in
relation to question 264).

e Since 1996, Belgium nmanages the ‘Belgian Biosafety Server’ (URL:
bi osafety.ihe.be). This website primarily aims at providing to, and
exchanging with, the conpetent authorities, the scientific conmunity,
the private sector, NGO and the public in general, scientific,
technical and legal information on genetically nodified organisns.
Since 22 June 2001, this website serves as the national Biosafety
Cl earing-House (Article 20 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety) via
the URL: www. biosafety.be/bch/bch.html. By doing this, Belgium is
probably the first country world-wide to launch a national Biosafety
Cl eari ng- House under the Biosafety Protocol.

e The Walloon Region has launched its own biodiversity website, working
as a pr oper Wal | oon Cl eari ng- House Mechani sm website (URL:
nrw. wal | oni e. be/ dgrne/si bw) The site is hosted by the Nature, Forests &
Wod Research Centre. This website provides a very wide and conplete
information a.o. on the status of species and habitats in the Region,
protected areas, Walloon and European nature conservation |egislation,
research institutions and uni versities, institutional and non
institutional stakeholders, public awareness and education. It points
to interesting links at European and Bel gian |evel such as the Belgian
CHM the Biodiversity Resources in Belgium server, etc. The Walloon
Regi on supports the initiative to use the Belgian CHM website to
display information on the inplementation of the EU Habitats and Birds
Directives in Bel gium

e To provide users with all relevant information concerning biodiversity
research in Bel gium (fundi ng sour ces, research institutions,
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conf er ences, experts, etc.), the existing national bi odi versity
websites (the Belgian C earing-House Mechanism site and Bel net/ Bl ODI V)
are linked and <conmpleted by the Belgian Biodiversity Forum

(www. bi odiversity.be). This forum is a portal site centralising,
structuring and conpleting the existing data in order to provide one
efficient national information centre on biodiversity research.

The project BIODV ‘Biodiversity Resources in Belgium is an inventory
of biodiversity resources in Belgium (URL: ww.br.fgov.be/biodiv). It
is not limted to the biodiversity of the Belgian territory, but
includes all Belgian research, with a.o. a rich tradition in Africa.
The inventory conprises (nmeta)data on specialists (both professional
and private), research progranms at universities, institutes and
el sewhere, collections, botanic gardens, zoos, nuseuns, existing
dat abases and their contents, lists of publications and recomended
literature, associations, journals and administrations involved in the
study and conservation of the diversity of living organisnms in all its
aspects, from the genone to the bionme level, on a planetary scale. The
project BIODIV is a federal initiative, started in 1997. It organises
this information in a way to provide a maximumutility for the national
and international scientific conmunity, the Belgian governnent and the
general public. BIODIV is constructed as a relational database that can
be consulted on the Internet. A search can be carried out to find
institutions and specialists on a specific research topic, eventually a
short explanation of their research, the institution or |aboratory they
are working in, ways to contact them Research itens and collections
can be found using geographical, taxonom cal or other keywords. BIODV
provi des an access to Belgian scientific websites and offers scientific
news and an agenda of events. Sone data «collected by Belgian
researchers are repatriated as dedicated websites: on African Coffea
types and on the vegetation of Katanga (Congo). The Belgian research
can also be selected by DI VERSITAS categories (Core Progranme El ement
or Special Target Area of Research). BIODIV is also a Ilinked
informati on source to other national and international initiatives such
as the B CHM the Belgian Biodiversity Platform METAFRO Bi oCl SE.

At the Royal Miuseum for Central Africa, a project called METAFRO
InfoSys (URL: netafro.africanuseum be) was |aunched at the end of 1997
with the objective to develop an electronic catal ogue of information
sources — an on-line netadata base — present in Belgiumand related to
sub- Saharan Africa, nanmely to Central Africa, including Angola, Burundi
and Rwanda. This project ains to inprove the access to information
related to Central Africa and relevant for research and devel opnent, to
pronote and inprove the comuni cation and exchange of information anong
partners within a special interest network, and to pronote and i nprove

the interdisciplinary scientific research for the sustainable
devel opment of the targeted region. ldentified beneficiaries are
research and training institutions, Central African countries, federal
adm ni strations, NGCs, t he private sect or and i nternational

organi sations such as FAO, UNEP, |UCN, WA, etc. The launch and first

part of the project was financed by the Belgian Federal Ofice for

Scientific, Technical and Cultural Affairs. From 2002 onwards, METAFRO
Infosys will be supported by the Belgian Federal Directorate-General

for International Co-operation.
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e Belgium via the Federal Ofice for Scientific, Technical and Cultural
Affairs, is one of the founding countries of the dobal Biodiversity
Information Facility (GBIF) and became a voting participant in GBIF
since this project cane into being on the 1st March 2001. Bel gi um w ||l
make a financial contribution of 100,000 US$ per year to the GBIF
Secretariat for its core program of activities and will establish a
GBI F national node that will provide access to the Bel gian biodiversity
data. GBIF will be an interoperable network of biodiversity databases
and information technology tools that will enable users to navigate and
put to use the world s vast quantities of biodiversity information to
produce national econonmic, environnental and social benefits. The
pur pose of establishing GBIF is to design, inplenent, co-ordinate, and
pronote the conpilation, linking, standardisation, digitalisation and
gl obal dissenmination of the world s biodiversity data, wthin an
appropriate framework for property rights and due attribution. GBIF
will work in close co-operation wth established programmes and
organi sations that conpile, maintain and use biological informtion
resources. The participants, working through GBIF, wll establish and
support a distributed information system that wll enable users to
access and utilise vast quantities of new and existing biodiversity
information to generate new know edge, wealth and ecol ogi cal
sustainability. Mre information about GBIF at www. ghif.org

(250- 251, 255) The Directorate-Ceneral for International Co-operation of the
federal Belgian Governnent supports the African Biodiversity Infornmation
Centre (ABIC) at the Royal Miseum for Central Africa. The RMCA has the
| argest zool ogical collections from central Africa in the world, and ABIC
organises training internships for students from devel oping countries, wth
an enphasis on datamning and repatriation of collection information. ABIC
engages in co-operation agreenents wth the source institutions of the
students to ensure support for the valorisation of the repatriated
information after the training. Internships are individually adapted to neet
the needs and requirenents of the applicants.

(Article 18) See also all the projects mentioned in the text box after the
questions of Article 5 — Co-operation.

Sone private conpanies (see previous text box) have collaborations with
several countries providi ng equi pnent, new techni ques, grants and training.

(257) OSTC is granting research fellowships to post-doc scientists from
Central and Eastern European Countries, allowing them to work in Belgian
| aboratories during 6 to 12 months for the execution of an R&D project. About
5 fell owshi ps per year are involved with biodiversity research.

(258) In the franework of the Earth Observation research programme of the
OSTC, several research projects conducted with |ocal agencies for natural
resources management in Africa, I ndonesia and with i nternational
organi sati ons such as the Worl dbank/Environnent, FAQ FOREST, UNEP, |UCN, WA\
International and Oxfam aim to inprove renbte sensing nethods for nonitoring
and pl anni ng purposes (see also Article 7).

Wthin the frame of bilateral agreements with i.e. China, Poland, Russia,
joint research projects are initiated by the OSTC consisting in a transfer of
Bel gi an know how whi ch has been devel oped through the OSTC R&D progranmes.
About 0.4 Mo Euro per year is devoted to biodiversity projects which include
the study and conservation of specific groups of micro-organisns in different
provinces and regions of China, the use of remote sensing techniques for
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moni toring | and use changes in Poland, etc.

(263) Belgium participated in, and provided financial support for, the
meeting on the Biosafety dearing-House in Cuba (2001). Belgium also
participated in the ‘African regional neeting on Biosafety CH and CHM in
Nai robi, Kenya (26-28 February 2001). Furthernore, Belgium participated in
and helped with the coordination of the Pan-European workshop ‘Building the
Cl earing House partnership’ in Bonn (28-29 Septenber 2001).

(264) On 7 Cctober 1996, the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, in
its quality of Belgian National Focal Point to the Convention on Biol ogical
Diversity, launched the Belgian dearing-House Mechanism (B CHVW) on the
Internet (URL: www. natural sci ences. be/bch-cbd/ honme. htm). It was the fifth CHM
national website world-wide to be added to the official list of Cearing-
Houses by the Secretariat of the Convention. The d earing-House Mechanism
under the Convention on Biological Diversity is an information sharing
mechani sm set up to pronpte and facilitate the scientific and technical co-
operation in relation to the three objectives of the Convention. It also
plays an inportant role in developing public awareness on those three
obj ecti ves.

The CHM operates nmminly, but not exclusively, via the Internet and is
built up as a structurally decentralised and distributed network of Parties
and partners working together to facilitate the inplenentation of the
Convention. It provides a variety of on-line data on the Convention, thematic
programes and cross-cutting issues as well as a direct access to nunerous
regi onal, national and supra-national websites.

The main tasks of the B CHM are to:

- provide extensive information on the Convention on Biological Diversity and
its inplenmentation in Bel gium

- present information on the status of biodiversity at national level, i.e.
speci es, ecosystens and habitats, in situ and ex situ conservation, direct
and indirect threats, red lists, etc.;

- assist the inmplenentation of national biodiversity strategies and action
pl ans;

- pronote scientific and technical co-operation, as well as capacity building
anong Parties of the Convention;

- raise and pronote public awareness and education on biological diversity
matters.

Its main services are:

- an internet-based gateway providing: information on the CBD and its
i npl ementation process at national level, on-line versions of strategic
docunents related to the Convention (national reports, strategies and action
pl ans, country study, etc.), a permanent |ink between the CBD Secretariat and

Bel gian actors, links to internet-based biodiversity information in Belgium
a selection of relevant links at local, national and international |evel, a
selection of facilities such as an extensive list of abbreviations and a

gl ossary related to the Conventi on;

- any appropriate non internet-based ways (posters, folders, CDrons, etc.)
to dissem nate CBD i nfornati on and share avail abl e experi ence;

- a partnering role to developing countries by hosting for the tinme needed
their national CHM and by providing training opportunities for CHM national
focal points;

- a participation in public awareness actions to pronote biodiversity
know edge and educati on.
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The B CHM ains to avoid the duplication of efforts by |ooking for existing
information and providing links to those websites. The B CHM creates its own
pages to give added value to the information already available on the
Internet, for exanple by integrating data from the three national regions
(Brussels, Flanders and Willonia) and conmunities (Flenm sh-, French- and
Ger man- speaki ng Comunities) in order to present themin a coherent structure
at national level. The role of the B CHMis also to stinmulate actors to share
their informati on and data by making them avail able on the |nternet.
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Article 19 Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits

268. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

269. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recomendati ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequate X |c) Liniting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

270. Has your country taken neasures to provide for the effective participation in
bi ot echnol ogi cal research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide the
genetic resources for such research (19(1))?

a) no neasures X

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

If so, are these neasures:

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and adm ni strative measures

271. Has your country taken all practicable neasures to pronbte and advance priority
access on a fair and equitable basis by Contracting Parties to the results and
benefits arising from bi ot echnol ogi es based upon genetic resources provided by those
Contracting Parties (19(2))?

a) no neasures

b) sonme measures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive neasures in place

Decision 1V/3. Issues related to biosafety and Decision V/1. Wrk Plan of
the Intergovernmental Conmittee for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

272. Is your country a Contracting Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety?

a) not a signatory

b) signed, ratification in progress X

c) instrunment of ratification deposited
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Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

(general) Belgium as a nenber state of the European Union, is bound by the
European Directives with regard to contai ned use (219) and deliberate rel ease
(220).

(270) Together with the partnership activities devel oped through the Belgian
Cl eari ng- House Mechanism the launch of the Belgian Biosafety C earing-House
could be a first step towards an effective participation of provider Parties.

(272) Belgiumis actively participating in the work of the I|nter-governnental
Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (ICCP), as well as in the
various inter-sessional activities which are taking place in that franmework.
For exanple, the Bel gian government has provided the CBD Secretariat with an
expert for the neeting of technical experts on the Biosafety C earing-House
which was held in Montreal from 11 to 13 Septenber 2000.

Belgium is currently setting up administrative, financial and regulatory
measures in order to fulfill its obligations and to prepare for an effective
i mpl enment ati on of the Protocol.
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Article 20 Fi nanci al resources

273. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

274. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendat i ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting X 1d) Severely linting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

275. Has your country provi ded financial support and incentives in respect of those
national activities which are intended to achi eve the objectives of the Convention
(20(1))?

a) no

b) yes — incentives only

c) yes — financial support only

d) yes — financial support and incentives X

If a devel oped country Party -

276. Has your country provi ded new and additional financial resources to enable
devel opi ng country Parties to neet the agreed increnental costs to them of

i mpl ementi ng neasures which fulfil the obligations of the Convention, as agreed
bet ween you and the interimfinancial mechanism (20(2))?

a) no

b) yes X
If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition —
277. Has your country recei ved new and additional financial resources to enable you
to neet the agreed full increnental costs of inplenenting neasures which fulfil the
obligations of the Convention (20(2))~?

a) no

b) yes

If a devel oped country Party -

278. Has your country provided financial resources related to i npl enentati on of the
Convention through bilateral, regional and other nmultilateral channels (20(3))?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

279. Has your country used financial resources related to i npl enentati on of the
Convention frombilateral, regional and other multil ateral channels (20(3))?

a) no

b) yes X
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Decision I11/6. Additional financial resources

280. I's your country working to ensure that all funding institutions (including
bi |l ateral assistance agencies) are striving to nmake their activities nore supportive
of the Convention?

a) no

b) yes — limited extent X

c) yes — significant extent

281. I's your country co-operating in any efforts to devel op standardi sed infornation
on financial support for the objectives of the Convention?

a) no

b) yes (please attach infornmation) X

Deci sion V/11. Additional financial resources

282. Has your country established a process to nonitor financial support to
bi odi versity?

a) no

b) procedures being established X

c) yes (please provide details)

283. Are details avail abl e of your country’s financial support to nationa
bi odi versity activities?

a) no

b) not in a standardi sed fornat X

c) yes (please provide details)

284. Are details avail abl e of your country’'s financial support to biodiversity
activities in other countries?

a) not applicable

b) no

c) not in a standardised format X

d) yes (please provide details)

Devel oped country Parties -

285. Does your country pronote support for the inplenentation of the objectives of
the Convention in the funding policy of its bilateral funding institutions and those
of regional and nultilateral funding institutions?

a) no

b) yes X

Devel opi ng country Parties -

286. Does your country di scuss ways and means to support inplenentation of the
obj ectives of the Convention in its dialogue with funding institutions?

a) no

b) yes
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287. Has your country conpiled information on the additional financial support
provi ded by the private sector?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)

288. Has your country considered tax exenptions in national taxation systens for
bi odi versity-rel ated donati ons?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national conditions

c) exenptions under devel opnent

d) exenptions in place X

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

(276-278) For the CHM partnership and the related training progranres,
financial resources are provided by the Direcorate-Ceneral for Devel opnent
Co-operation (nmore information in text box under Article 5 — Co-operation).

(281) Belgium is co-operating to develop standardised information on
financial support for the objectives of the Convention through the
Devel opnent Assi stance Cormmittee (DAC) of the OECD.
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Article 21 Financi al nmechani sm

289. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
the associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

290. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate X |c) Liniting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Bel gium attaches great inportance to the followup of the doba
Environment Facility (GEF) as the interim financial nechanism of the
Convention. As a CEF Council Menber, Belgium pays special attention to the
share of biodiversity projects in the overall GEF portfolio, to the tinely
approval of enabling activities, to the incorporation of COP guidelines into
GEF policy and activities, and to the adequate reporting of GEF activities to
t he COP.

In general, the resources for biodiversity through GEF have been adequate
and growing. Wthin the negotiations for the 3rd replenishment of GCEF
Bel giumis defending a substantial increase of resources.

291. Has your country worked to strengthen existing financial institutions to
provi de financial resources for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical
di versity?

a) no
b) yes X
Decision I11/7. Guidelines for the review of the effectiveness of the
financial nechani sm
292. Has your country provided i nformati on on experi ences gai ned through activities

funded by the financial mechanisn?

a) no activities

b) no, although there are activities

c) yes, within the previous national report X

d) yes, through case-studies

e) yes, through other nmeans (please give details bel ow)

Further conments on inplementation of this Article
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Article 23 Conference of the Parties

293. How many peopl e from your country participated in each of the neetings of the
Conference of the Parties?

a) COP 1 (Nassau)

b) COP 2 (Jakarta)

c) COP 3 (Buenos Aires)

d) COP 4 (Bratislava)

Ol I N]| N

e) COP 5 (Nairobi)

Decision 1/6, Decision I1/10, Decision Il11/24 and Decision |IV/17. Finance

and budget
294. Has your country paid all of its contributions to the Trust Fund?
a) no
b) yes X

Decision IV/16 (part) Preparation for neetings of the Conference of the

Parties
295. Has your country participated in regional neetings focused on di scussing
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention before any neetings of the Conference of the Parties?
a) no
b) yes (please specify which) X
If a devel oped country Party —
296. Has your country funded regi onal and sub-regi onal neetings to prepare for the
COP, and facilitated the participation of devel oping countries in such neetings?
a) no
b) yes (please provide details bel ow) X

Deci sion V/22. Budget for the programe of work for the biennium 2001-
2002

297. Did your country pay its contribution to the core budget (BY Trust Fund) for
2001 by 1°' January 2001°?

a) yes in advance

b) yes on tine

c) no but subsequently paid

d) not yet paid X
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298. Has your country made additional voluntary contributions to the trust funds of
t he Convention?

a) yes in the 1999-2000 bi enni um X

b) yes for the 2001-2002 bi enni um

c) expect to do so for the 2001-2002 bi enni um X

d) no

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

(293) Al nunbers refer to governnent del egates only.

(294) Al contributions to the Trust Fund, including the one for the year
2000, were paid. For the year 2000, the Belgian contribution (88,281 US$) was
paid on the 2" January 2001. For the year 2001, this contribution will anpunt
to 96,942 US$.

(295) EU co-ordination neetings in preparation of COPs.

(296) Belgium supported a regional meeting of the Southern African
Devel opnment Conmmunity (SADC), held in Harare in preparation of COP-5.

(298 a) In 2000, a voluntary contribution of 8 million BEF was granted to the
Trust Fund (BE) for approved activities by COP.

(298 c) It is expected that further support, through voluntary contributions,
will be given during the biennium 2001-2002 (anount to be determ ned).
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Article 24 Secretari at

299. Has your country provi ded direct support to the Secretariat in terns of
seconded staff, financial contribution for Secretariat activities, etc?
a) no X
b) yes

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

(299) Indirect support was provided through the assignnent of a Belgian
col laborator within the Biodiversity Unit of UNEP from 1994 to 1996.
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Article 25 Subsidiary body on scientific, technical and technol ogi ca
advi ce
300. How many people from your country participated in each of the neetings of

SBSTTA?

a) SBSTTA | (Paris)

b) SBSTTA Il (Montreal)

c) SBSTTA Il (Montreal)

d) SBSTTA |V (Montreal)

e) SBSTTA V (Montreal)

NININ|DN|®

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

(300 a) SBSTTA |: 2 governnent del egates, 1 observer

(300 b) SBSTTA Il: 2 governnent del egates

(300 c) SBSTTA I1l: 1 governnent del egate,

1 observer

(300 d) SBSTTA IV: 1 governnent del egate, 1 observer

(300 e) SBSTTA V: 1 governnent del egate, 1 observer

(300 f) SBSTTA VI: 8 governnent del egates

1 observer
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301. What is the status of your first national report?
a) Not submtted
b) Summary report submtted
c) Interimdraft report submitted
d) Final report submtted X
If b), c) or d), was your report submtted:
by the original deadline of 1.1.98 (Decision II1/9)?
by the extended deadline of 31.12.98 (Decision IV/14)? X
Later (please specify date)
Decision 1V/14 National reports
302. Did all relevant stakehol ders participate in the preparation of this nationa
report, or in the conpilation of information used in the report?
a) no X
b) yes
303. Has your country taken steps to ensure that its first and/or second national
report(s) is/are available for use by rel evant stakehol ders?
a) no
b) yes X
If yes, was this by:
a) i nformal distribution?
b) publ i shing the report?
c) maki ng the report avail abl e on request?
d) posting the report on the Internet?

Deci sion V/19. National reporting

304.

Has your country prepared voluntary detailed thematic reports on one or nore of

the itenms for in-depth consideration at an ordi nary nmeeting of the parties, follow ng
the gui del i nes provi ded?

a) no X

b) yes — forest ecosystens

c) yes — alien species

d) yes — benefit sharing
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

(301) Submitted during COP-4 (Bratislava) and distributed in situ to all
del egati ons.

(302) Sone departnments paid little or no attention to the first national
report. The private sector did not participate in the process.

(304) Thematic reports on forest biological diversity and alien species are
i n preparation.
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305. I's your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the
princi pl es and gui dance contained in the annex to decision V/6?

a) no

b) wunder consideration .

c) sone aspects are being applied

d) substantially inplenented Fl .
306. I's your country devel opi ng practical expressions of the ecosystem approach for

nati onal policies and | egislation and for inplementati on activities,

wi th adaptation

to local, national, and regional conditions, in particular in the context of

activities developed within the thematic areas of the Convention?

a) no

b) under consideration

c) sone aspects are being applied X
d) substantially inplenented
307. I's your country identifying case studies and inplenenting pilot projects that

denonstrate the ecosystem approach, and usi ng wor kshops and ot her nechani sns to

enhance awareness and share experience?

a) no .
b) case-studies identified
c) pilot projects underway Fl
d) wor kshops pl anned/ hel d
e) information avail abl e through CHM
308. I's your country strengthening capacities for inplenentation of the ecosystem

approach, and providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to

i npl ement t he ecosystem approach?

a) no

b) yes within the country X

c) yes including support to other Parties
3009. Has your country pronoted regional co-operation in applying the ecosystem
approach across national borders?

a) no

b) informal co-operation

c) formal co-operation (please give details) X
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I nl and wat er ecosystens
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diversity of inland

wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

310.

Has your country included informati on on biol ogi cal

diversity in wetlands when

providing informati on and reports to the CSD, and consi dered including inland water

bi ol ogi cal diversity issues at neetings to further the recomendati ons of the CSD?
a) no
b) yes X
311. Has your country included inland water biological diversity considerations in

its work with organisations,

i nl and wat er ?

institutions and conventions affecting or working with

a)

no

b)

yes

If a devel oping country Party or

312.

conservati on,

Party with econony in transition —

When requesting support for projects relating to inland water ecosystens from
the GEF, has your country given priority to identifying inportant areas for

preparing and inplenenting integrated watershed,

catchnment and river

basi n managenment plans, and investigating processes contributing to biodiversity | oss?
a) no
b) yes
313. Has your country revi ewed the programme of work specified in annex 1 to the
decision, and identified priorities for national action in inplementing the programe?
a) no
b) wunder review X
c) yes

Deci sion V/2. Progress report on the inplenentation of the programme of

work on the biological diversity of

i nl and wat er ecosystens

(inpl ementation of decision IV/4)

314. I's your country supporting and/or participating in the River Basin Initiative?
a) no
b) yes X
315. I's your country gathering information on the status of inland water biol ogical
di versity?
a) no
b) assessnents ongoi ng
c) assessnents conpl et ed
316. Is this information available to other Parties?
a) no
b) yes - national report
c) yes — through the CHM

d)

yes — other nmeans (please give details bel ow
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317. Has your country devel oped nati onal and/or sectoral plans for the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of inland water ecosystens?

a) no

b) yes — national plans only

c) yes — national plans and nmj or sectors X

d) yes — national plans and all sectors

318. Has your country inpl emented capacity-buildi ng measures for devel opi ng and
i mpl enenting these pl ans?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

3109. Is the conservation and sustai nabl e use of wetlands, and of migratory species
and their habitats, fully incorporated into your national strategies, plans and
programres for conserving biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes X

Furt her coments on inplementation of these decisions and the associ ated
programe of work

(309) The Walloon region has developed fornal bilateral co-operation wth
nei ghbouring countries, regarding the integrated managenent of transboundary
ecosystens, such as river ecosystens and protected areas.

(315) Flanders - The status of inland water biological diversity is nonitored
on a large timescale. Even when assessnents are already carried out for
Belgium as a whole, the Flemsh Region is still going on wth regional
assessnents to get a good picture on a larger tine frame

(316 c) Direct links are in preparation

(316 d) Information available in scientific reports. A general overview is
given in:

- Del beuck, d, 2000. Etat de |'Environnenment Wallon, 2000. L'environnenent
wallon a |'aube du XXle sieéecle. Approche évolutive. Mnistére de la Région
wal | onne, Direction générale des Ressources Naturelles et de |'Environnenent.
- Kuijken, E. (red.), 1999. Natuurrapport 1999. Toestand van de natuur in
VI aanderen: cijfers voor het beleid. Mdedelingen van het Instituut voor
Nat uur behoud 6, Brussel
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Marine and coastal biological diversity

Decision I1/10 and Decision |IV/5. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
mari ne and coastal biological diversity

320. Does your national strategy and action plan pronbte the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of marine and coastal biol ogical diversity?

a) no
b) yes — linmted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
321. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional, adm nistrative

and | egislative arrangenents for the devel opnent of integrated nanagenent of narine
and coastal ecosystens?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) arrangenents in place

322. Has your country provi ded the Executive Secretary with advice and i nformation
on future options concerning the conservation and sustai nabl e use of marine and
coastal biological diversity?

a) no X
b) yes
323. Has your country undertaken and/or exchanged informati on on denpnstration

projects as practical exanples of integrated mari ne and coastal area nanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes — previous national report

c) yes - case-studies

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow) X

324. Has your country progranmes in place to enhance and i nprove know edge on the
genetic structure of |ocal popul ations of marine species subjected to stock
enhancenent and/or sea-ranching activities?

a) no

b) programmes are bei ng devel oped

c) progranmes are being inplenented for sonme species X

d) progranmes are being inplenmented for many species

e) not a perceived problem

325. Has your country revi ewed the programme of work specified in an annex to the
decision, and identified priorities for national action in inplenmenting the progranme?
a) no
b) wunder revi ew X

c) yes
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Decision V/ 3. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work on narine and coastal biological diversity (inplenmentation of
deci sion |V/5)

326. I's your country contributing to the inplenentation of the work plan on cora
bl eachi ng?

a) no

b) yes

c) not rel evant X

327. I's your country inplenenting other neasures in response to coral bl eaching?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details bel ow

c) not rel evant X
328. Has your country submitted case-studies on the coral bleaching phenonenon to
the Executive Secretary?

a) no

b) yes

c) not rel evant X

Furt her coments on inplementation of these decisions and the associ ated
programe of work

(323) Integrated nmarine and coastal nmanagenent: Belgium is currently
completing a project called ‘Integral Coastal Conservation Initiative’ wth
the financial support of the EU LIFE-Nature programre. Activity reports are
avail abl e yearly. The final report is due at the end of 2001
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Agricul tural biological diversity

Decision I11/11 and Decision IV/6. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
agricultural biological diversity
329. Has your country identified and assessed rel evant ongoing activities and
existing instruments at the national |evel?
a) no
b) early stages of review and assessnent X

c) advanced stages of review and assessnent

d) assessnent conpl et ed

330. Has your country identified issues and priorities that need to be addressed at
the national |evel?

a) no

b) in progress X

c) yes X
331. I's your country using any nmethods and indicators to nonitor the inpacts of

agricul tural devel opnent projects, including the intensification and extensification
of production systens, on biological diversity?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechani snms in pl ace

332. I's your country taking steps to share experiences addressing the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes — case-studies X

c) yes — other nechani sns (pl ease specify) FI
333. Has your country conducted case-studies on the issues identified by SBSTTA: i)
pollinators, ii) soil biota, and iii) integrated | andscape managenent and farm ng
systens?

a) no

b) yes — pollinators

c) yes — soil biota

d) yes — integrated | andscape managenment and farm ng systenms

334. I's your country establishing or enhanci ng mechani sns for increasing public
awar eness and under st andi ng of the inmportance of the sustainable use of
agr obi odi versity conponents?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnment X

d) mechani snms in pl ace
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335. Does your country have national strategies, programes and pl ans which ensure
t he devel opnent and successful inplenentation of policies and actions that lead to
sust ai nabl e use of agrobi odiversity conmponents?

a) no

b) early stages of devel oprment X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) nechanisns in place

336. I's your country promoting the transformati on of unsustai nabl e agricul tural
practices into sustainable production practices adapted to |local biotic and abiotic
condi ti ons?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

337. I's your country pronoting the use of farmi ng practices that not only increase
productivity, but also arrest degradation as well as reclaim rehabilitate, restore
and enhance bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

338. I's your country pronmoting nobilisation of farm ng communities for the
devel opnent, mai ntenance and use of their know edge and practices in the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent X

c) yes - significant extent

339. Is your country helping to inplenent the G obal Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) yes X
340. I's your country collaborating with other Contracting Parties to identify and
pronot e sustai nabl e agricultural practices and integrated | andscape nmanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision V/5. Agricultural biological diversity: review of phase | of the
programe of work and adoption of a nulti-year work programe

341. Has your country revi ewed the programre of work annexed to the decision and
i dentified how you can col |l aborate in its inplenentation?

a) no

b) vyes X
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342. I's your country pronoting regional and thematic co-operation within this
framewor k of the programme of work on agricul tural biological diversity?

a) no

b) sone co-operation X

c) wi despread co-operation

d) full co-operation in all areas

343. Has your country provided financial support for inplenentation of the programme
of work on agricul tural biological diversity?

a) no

b) limted additional funds X

c) significant additional funds

If a devel oped country Party —

344, Has your country provi ded financial support for inplenentation of the programme
of work on agricultural biological diversity, in particular for capacity building and
case-studies, in developing countries and countries wth economes in
transition?

a) no X

b) yes within existing co-operation programeg(s)

b) yes, including limted additional funds

c) yes, with significant additional funds

345. Has your country supported actions to raise public awareness in support of
sust ai nabl e farm ng and food producti on systens that maintain agricultural biol ogical
di versity?

a) no

b) yes, to a limted extent X

c) yes, to a significant extent

346. I's your country co-ordinating its position in both the Convention on Bi ol ogi cal
Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no

b) taking steps to do so X

c) yes
347. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior

I nformed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chenicals and Pesticides in
I nternational Trade?

a) not a signatory

b) signed — ratification in process X

c) instrunment of ratification deposited

348. I's your country supporting the application of the Executive Secretary for
observer status in the Committee on Agriculture of the Wrld Trade
Or gani sati on?

a) no

b) vyes X
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349. I's your country collaborating with other Parties on the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no

b) vyes X
350. I's your country conpiling case-studies and i nplenenting pilot projects rel evant
to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no

b) vyes X

(pl ease provide details)

351. Has informati on on scientific assessnents rel evant to genetic use restriction
technol ogi es been supplied to other Contracting Parties through nedia such as the
Cl eari ng- House Mechani sn?

a) not applicable

b) no X

c) yes - national report

d) yes — through the CHM

e) yes — other neans
(pl ease give details bel ow)

352. Has your country consi dered how to address generic concerns regardi ng such
technol ogi es as genetic use restriction technol ogi es under international and nationa
approaches to the safe and sustai nabl e use of gernpl asn®?

a) no X

b) yes — under consideration

c) yes — neasures under devel opment

353. Has your country carried out scientific assessnents on inter alia ecol ogical,
soci al and econom c effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a) no X

b) sonme assessnents

c) major programe of assessnents

354. Has your country dissenmnated the results of scientific assessnents on inter
alia ecol ogi cal, social and economic effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other neans
(pl ease give details bel ow)

355. Has your country identified the ways and neans to address the potential inpacts
of genetic use restriction technologies on the in situ and ex situ conservati on and
sustainable wuse, including food security, of agricultural biologica
di versity?

a) no X

b) sone neasures identified Fl.

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive review conpl et ed
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356. Has your country assessed whether there is a need for effective regul ations at
the national level with respect to genetic use restriction technologies to ensure the
safety of human health, the environnent, food security and the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes — regul ati on needed X

c) yes — regul ation not needed (please give nore details)

357. Has your country devel oped and applied such regul ati ons taking into account,
inter alia, the specific nature of variety-specific and trait-specific genetic use
restriction technol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes — devel oped but not yet applied

c) yes — devel oped and applied

358. Has informati on about these regul ati ons been nmade avail able to ot her
Contracting Parties?

a) no X

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

Furt her coments on inplenentation of these decisions and the associ ated
programe of work

(333, 349, 350) The main pollinators of wild or cultivated plants belong to
the Apoidea, or bees in a broad sense. There are 7 Apoidea families and nore
than 1000 species in Europe, of which 376 species have been identified in
Bel gium Several Belgian specialists at the University of Mns, the Genbl oux
Agricultural University and the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
study wild Apoidea at Bel gian and European |evels. These experts have worked
together since the 1970's to establish a comon database on Apoidea, which
cont ai ns nowadays nore than 120,000 records on Bel gian and European species.
A faunal overview of European bunblebees will be published soon whereas a
faunal study of the Halictidae of Bel gium should be finalised by 2002

In 1993, the conclusions of an inventory report were rather alarmng
popul ati ons of 31% of Belgian Apoidea species were found to be declining.
Si nce 1993 however, no exhaustive inventory has been carried out in Belgium

Funding would be welcone to naterialise research results. This could
include the creation of a website providing:
- general information on pollinators and on neasures to be taken for their
sust ai nabl e conservation
- information on each Apoidea species, including illustrations for each
species allowing their correct identification
- distribution maps in Bel gi um and Europe;

- a list of flowers on which the species gather nectar and which are
pollinated, its status (comon, vul nerable, endangered, etc.) in Belgium and
Eur ope.

National inventories are currently <carried out in several European

countries and co-operation at European |evel could be considered. Partner
countries could include the United Kingdom the Netherlands, Germany,
Switzerland and Poland. Although these countries are characterised by
consi derable human resources (Apoidea specialists), research is often
hanpered by a | ack of resources, just as it is the case in Bel gium
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(334) Flanders establishes or enhances nechanisns for increasing public
awar eness and understanding of the inportance of the sustainable use of
agrobi odi versity conponents:

- through support of non governnental organisations for safeguarding
i ndi genous breeds of |ivestock (cows, sheep, goats, rabbits, poultry);

- through subsidies to farmers for indigenous breeds of livestock (cows,
sheep, goats);

- through support of non governnental organisation safeguarding old fruit
races;

- through support and subsidies for biological agriculture (using a broader
scope of races and varieties);

- through support/subsidies for (agro)biodiversity in pernmanent grassl ands.

(347) Belgium signed the Rotterdam Convention on 11 Septenber 1998. The
ratification progress is in process and should be conpleted before 31
Decenber 2001. For Belgium this Convention is exclusively a federa
conpet ence
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diversity

I'V/ 7. Forest biological diversity

359. Has your country included expertise on forest biodiversity in its del egations
to the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests?

a) no

b) yes

c) not rel evant X
360. Has your country revi ewed the programe of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you can collaborate in its inplenentation?

a) no

b) wunder review

c) yes X
361. Has your country integrated forest biological diversity considerations inits

partici pation and col |l aboration with organisations,

institutions and conventions

af fecting or working with forest biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
362. Does your country give high priority to allocation of resources to activities
that advance the objectives of the Convention in respect of forest biologica
di versity?

a) no

b) yes X

For devel opi ng country Parties and Parties with economes in transition -

363. When requesting assistance through the GEF, |Is your country proposing projects
whi ch prompote the inplementation of the programe of work?

a) no

b) yes

Deci sion V/4. Progress report on the inplenentation of the programme of
work for forest biological diversity

364. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity conformw th the ecosystem approach?
a) no
b) yes X
365. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservation and

sust ai nabl e use of forest biologica

di versity take into consideration the outcome of

the fourth session of the Intergovernnenta

Forum on Forests?

a) no

b) yes
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366. W Il your country contribute to the future work of the UN Forum on Forests?

a) no
b) vyes X
367. Has your country provided relevant information on the inplenmentation of this

wor k programe?

a) no X

b) yes — subm ssion of case-studies

c) yes — thematic national report subnitted

d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

368. Has your country integrated national forest progranmes into its nationa
bi odi versity strategies and action plans applyi ng the ecosystem approach and
sust ai nabl e forest managenent ?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
369. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure participation by the forest

sector, private sector, indigenous and | ocal comunities and non- gover nnent a
organi sations in the inplenentati on of the programme of work?

a) no

b) yes — some stakehol ders WA

c) yes — all stakehol ders Fl.
370. Has your country taken neasures to strengthen national capacities including

| ocal capacities, to enhance the effectiveness and functions of forest protected area
networks, as well as national and |ocal capacities for inplenentation of sustainable
forest managenent, including restoration?

a) no

b) sone progranmes covering sone needs

C) nmaeny progranmes covering sone needs X

d) programmes cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need

371. Has your country taken nmeasures to inplenent the proposals for action of the
I nt ergover nnental Forum on Forests and the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests on
val uati on of forest goods and services?

a) no

b) wunder consideration X

c) measures taken
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Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hunid | ands

Deci sion V/23. Consideration of options for conservation and sustai nabl e
use of biological diversity in dryland, Mediterranean, arid, sem-arid,
grassl and and savannah ecosystens

372. Has your country reviewed the programme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you will inplement it?
a) no X

b) wunder review

c) yes
373. I's your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the
national and regional levels, the activities identified in the programme of work?

a) no

b) to alinmted extent X

c) to a significant extent

374. I's your country fostering co-operation for the regional or subregional
i npl ementati on of the progranme anong countries sharing simlar biones?
a) no
b) to alinmted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Furt her coments on inplenmentation of these Decisions and the associ ated
programe of work

(Forest biological diversity) For Forestry in Flanders:

- Research (genetic and nolecular identification) and field inventory
projects on real indigenous species of trees and shrubs, wth special
attention for rare and vul nerabl e speci es;

- Programme towards establishnent of, and research in, a network of forest
reserves.

(362) walloon Region - In managenent plans and in financial incentives for
private and public forest owners, but also by integration of biodiversity
indicators in the regional continuous forest inventory.

(366) The Walloon Region will contribute to the future work of the UNFF (no
human resources for UNFF-1). One person is involved full-time in the
preparati on of UNFF-2.

(368) Walloon Region - Not by the way of national forest programmes, but via
the ‘Plan de Dével oppenent de |a Nature’ and nanagenent plans.

(372-374) Belgium can not apply this decision at the national |evel because
it has no dry or sub-humid |ands. Nevertheless, bilateral co-operation
projects with Belgian input on sone aspects related to this thene exist (see
text box at the end of Art. 5 — Co-operation).

The devel opnent of synergies wth other conventions, particularly the
Convention to Conbat Desertification as stipulated in the work programe, is
under consideration. Possible financial contributions are currently under
revi ew.
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Deci sion V/20. Operations of the Convention

375. Does your country take into consideration gender bal ance, invol venent of
i ndi genous peopl e and nenbers of |ocal comunities, and the range of rel evant
di sci plines and expertise, when nom nating experts for inclusion in the roster?

a) no
b) vyes X
376. Has you country actively participated in subregional and regional activities in

order to prepare for Convention neetings and enhance i npl enentati on of the Conventi on?

a) no

b) to alinmted extent

c) to a significant extent X

377. Has your country undertaken a review of national programes and needs rel ated
to the inplenmentation of the Convention and, if appropriate, inforned the Executive
Secretary?

a) no

b) under way X

c) yes
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Pl ease use this box to identify what specific activities your country has
carried out as a DI RECT RESULT of becoming a Contracting Party to the
Convention, referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

(a) Creation and devel opnment of the Bel gi an C earing- House Mechani sm

(b) CHM partnership with various African countries.

(c) Financial resources nade available to GEF for biodiversity purposes.

(d) Funding by the State Secretary for Devel opment Co-operation of a nunber
of parks and reserves in the Denocratic Republic of Congo.

(e) Oganisation of the «colloquium ‘Belgium and the Convention on
Biological Diversity — A state of the art’ (RBINS, 17.11.1999).
Col | oqui um proceedi ngs were published and nmade available to all.

(f) Oganisation of the synposia ‘Botanical biodiversity and Belgiuns
expertise - BBB 2001' (NBGB, 19-20.10.2001) and ‘Status and trends of
the Belgian fauna, wth a particular attention to alien species’
(RBINS, 14.12.2001). Proceedings of both symposia will be avail able.

(g) Publication of the First National Report of Belgium to the CBD
(www. kbi ni rsnb. be/ bch- cbd/ bel gi um contri bution/natiorepl/content.htm.

(h) Devel opnment of a country study on the Belgian biological diversity (in
progress, expected publication date: 31.12.2001).

(i) Devel opnment of a national biodiversity strategy (in developnent,
publication is expected during the first part of 2002).

(j) Pronoting coherence and co-ordination between biodiversity, climte and
desertification processes.

(k) Set up of a steering comittee ‘Biodiversity Convention under the
CCIEP. In support of the steering conmittee, several thematic contact
groups are now fully operational (e.g. forest biological diversity,
access and benefit-sharing, national reporting, marine and coastal

bi ol ogi cal diversity, national strategy, etc).

Pl ease use this box to identify joint initiatives with other Parties,
referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

(a) The CHM part nership with vari ous African countries
(www. kbi ni rsnb. be/ bch- cbd/ bel gi unf partner. htnj.

(b) I'nput from Flanders in the feasibility study and workshop regardi ng the
har moni sati on of national reporting under co-ordination of UNEP.

(c) Bel gium contributed actively to the Infornmal Advisory Conmittee, Task
Force and Steering Comrittee to the European CHM together wth other
EU-countries with a well-developed CHM like inter alia Germany and
Italy.
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(d) Devel opnent of the EURCDETS (Nature Detectives on the Internet) project
together with the Dutch, French, German and Italian CHM National Foca
Poi nts, under the co-ordination of the Gernan CHM NFP

(e) Together with other EU countries, Belgium is strongly supporting the
co-ordi nati on between biodiversity, climate and desertification issues.

Pl ease use this box to provide any further comrents on matters related to
nati onal inplenmentation of the Convention

The Convention on Biological Diversity does not afford particular
attention to urban biodiversity. The inplenentation of the Convention in
urban areas, such as the Brussels Capital Region, is thus not evident.
Al t hough any discussion concerning biodiversity in the urban environnent,
particularly on a snmall scale, could seemtrivial, we consider this as a |ack
in the Convention. Indeed, at times where alnmost half of the world s
popul ation lives in urban areas, such a debate has becone inevitable.

Not only cities are suitable for a high level of biodiversity, recent
devel opment has also shown that peri-urban areas often present a richer
bi odi versity than the surroundings of agricultural areas. Mreover, it is
essential to mmke public and politicians (decision-nakers) aware of the
bi odi versity which surrounds them in their own urban environment. This is
merely a first step towards recognizing the inportance of biodiversity in the
natural areas such as forests, wetlands, etc.

(For nore information on country characteristics related to the
i mpl enmentation of the CBD, see text box starting on p. 9)

The wordi ng of these questions is based on the Articles of the
Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties. Please
provide information on any difficulties that you have encountered in

interpreting the wording of these questions

I n general

- indications, like the priority scale (high, nedium low), are interpreted
differently by the various stakehol ders;

- sonme questions are sonewhat vague and subject to interpretation (e.g.
question 229);

- for sonme questions which can be applied at national or international |eve
(e.g. inrelation to Article 8(j) and dry and sub-humid lands), it should be
clearly mentioned if an answer on national inplenentation is asked or on the
contrary if information on co-operation projects or joint programmes is
request ed;

- some questions contain several sub-questions naking it problematic to give
one (straight) answer.
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nati onal biodiversity strategy and

pl ease give the follow ng infornmation:

At this noment, the national NBSAP is in preparation. On the other hand, the
Fl emi sh and Wal | oon Regi on have both al ready devel oped regional strategies and
managenent plans (see below) and the Brussels Capital Region included
strategic principles in various managenent docunents.

Dat e of conpletion: 1997

If the NBSAP has been adopted by the Governnent

By whi ch authority? CGover nment of Fl anders

On what date? July 8, 1997

If the NBSAP has been published pl ease give

Title: M NA-plan 2. ‘Het WVl aanse

M | i eubel ei dspl an’ 1997- 2001

Nane and address of publisher:

Jean- Pi erre Heirmn

Envi ronnent, Nature, Land and Water
Admi ni stration (AM NAL)

Koni ng Al bert II-laan 20

B- 1000 Brussel s

| SBN:

90- 403-0079-8

Price (if applicable):

300 BEF (= 7. 44 EUR

QO her information on ordering:

If the NBSAP has not been published

Pl ease give full details of how

copi es can be obtai ned:

If the NBSAP has been posted on a national website

Pl ease give full URL: www. i nst nat . be/ Nat uur r apport/i ndex. ht m
If the NBSAP has been | odged with an I npl enenti ng Agency of the GEF

Pl ease i ndi cate which agency:

Has a copy of the NBSAP been | odged

with the Convention Secretariat?

No X

Yes
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Dat e of conpleti on:

1995

If the NBSAP has been adopted by the

Gover nment

By which authority?

Governnent of the Walloon Region

On what date?

March 9, 1995

I f the NBSAP has been published pl ea

se give

Title:

Le Pl an d’ envi ronnenent l e

Dével oppenent durabl e.

pour

Nanme and address of publisher

M nistry of the Wall oon Regi on
Directorate General for Natura
Resources and Environnent
Avenue Prince de Liége 15

5100 Janbes
| SBN:
Price (if applicable):
O her informati on on ordering:
I f the NBSAP has not been published
Pl ease give full details of how
copi es can be obtai ned:
If the NBSAP has been posted on a national website
Pl ease give full URL: nrw. wal | oni e. be/ dgr ne/ pedd/ cOe_t m ht m
If the NBSAP has been | odged with an I npl enenti ng Agency of the GEF
Pl ease i ndi cate whi ch agency:

Has a copy of the NBSAP been | odged

with the Convention Secretari at?

Yes

No X
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Pl ease provide sinilar details if you have conpleted a Biodiversity
Country Study or another report or action plan relevant to the objectives
of this Convention

* National level: Country study on biological diversity in preparation
(foreseen publication date: end of 2001).

* For Fl ander s:
- NARA-1: www. i nstnat. be
- MRA: www. viim be

* For Wl onia:
State of the Environnment Report 2000: environnenent.wallonie. be/eew2000/

Pl ease provide details of any national body (e.g. national audit office)
that has or will review the inplementation of the Convention in your
country

In 1999, the Belgian Federal Council for Sustainable Devel opnent eval uated
the inmplenentation of the Convention on Biological Diversity at the Bel gian
federal level. The conpetences of the different federal departnents concerned
were listed. An overview of what’'s been and what should be done was given.
Finally five recommendati ons were addressed to the Federal Governnent:
1. the need for nore political coherence,
2. the need for adequate structures (e.g. nat i onal progranme on
bi odi versity),
3. the need to make aware and inplicate the concerned departnents,
4. the need to develop a scientific base for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity,
5. the need to make aware and i nform concerned actors and the genera
publi c.
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Abbrevi ati ons and acronyns used in the report

ABC
ABI C
ACP
AERW

AETFAT

AEVA

AGW
Al R

AM NAL

Access to Belgian Collections of interest for biodiversity
African Biodiversity Information Centre

African, Caribbean and Pacific countries

Arrété de |’ Exécutif Régional Wallon (Wall oon Regi ona
Executive Order)

Associ ation pour |'Etude Taxonom que de la Flore d' Afrique
Tropi cal e (Association for the Taxonom ¢ Study of the Flora
of Tropical Africa)

Agreenent on the Conservation of the African-Eurasian

M gratory Waterbirds

Arrété du Gouvernenent Wallon (Walloon Governnent Order)
Agriculture and Agro-Industry including Fisheries Programe
of Research and Technol ogi cal Devel opnent

Adm nistratie MIlieu-, Natuur-, Land- en Waterbeheer van het

VI aanms Gewest (Environnent, Nature, Land and Water Managenent
Admi ni stration of Flanders)

APFT
Tropi cal
AR
AR

B CHM
BCCM
BCH
BEM
BEST

Bl ME
BPA

CABRI
CARI

CASTEX
CBD
CCl EP
Pol i cy
CEDRE
CETAF
CHM

Cl TES
CNDRS

CONNECT

Avenir des Peupl es des Foréts Tropicales (The Future of
Rai nf or est Peopl e)

Arrété Royal (Royal Decree)
Agricultural Research Institute

Bel gi an Cl eari ng- House Mechani sm

Bel gi an Co-ordi nated Col | ecti ons of M cro-organisns

Bi osaf ety O eari ng- House

Bi ol ogi cal eval uation map

Bureau d’' Etudes Scientifiques et Techniques en R D. du Congo
(Office for Scientific and Technical Research in the D.R
Congo)

Brussels Institute for Managenent of the Environnent

Bel gi an Patent Act

Conmon Access to Biological Resources and I nformation
Centre Apicole de Recherches et d'Infornmations (Beekeeping
Research and I nformation Centre)

Conmon Approach to Scientific Touring Exhibitions
Convention on Biological Diversity

Co-ordinating Commttee for International Environnenta

Centre International d’ Ecodével oppenent |ntégré
(I'nternational Centre for Integrated Ecodevel opnment)

Centre d Etudes du Droit de |’ Environnenent (Study Centre for
Envi ronment al Law)

Consortium of European Taxonom c Facilities

Cl eari ng- House Mechani sm

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
W1l d Fauna and Flora

Centre National de Docunentation et de Recherche Scientifique
(National Docunentation and Scientific Research Centre)

Eur opean Conservation Institutes Research Network

Conference of the Parties



COPERNI CUS Co-operation Programin Europe for

CasT

CRI E

CsD
CWN

CWATUP

DAC
DG

D@ C
DNA

EC
ECE- 1 CP

EE

EEC

El A

ENBI
ENHSI N
EPBRS
EPC

EU
EUFORGEN
EURCBATS
EURCDETS

FAI R
FAO
FNRS
FUSAGX
FUSL

GAP
GAW

GBI F
GEF

G SP
GVES

G\P
GTl

H VvV
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Research on Nature and

I ndustry through Co-ordinated University Studies
Eur opean Co-operation in the field of Scientific and

Techni ca

Centre Régiona
Centre for

Resear ch
dlnitiation a |’ Environnenent (Regiona
Envi ronnmental Initiation)

Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

Centrum voor
and Environnent al
Code Wallon de |’ Aménagenent du Territoire,

Natuur- en MIieu-educatie (Centre for Nature
educati on)

de |’ Urbani sme et

du Patrinoi ne (Wall oon Code of Town and Country Pl anning,
Ur ban Devel opnent and Heritage)

Devel opment Assi stance Conmittee of the OECD
Di rect orat e- Genera

Di rector at e- Genera

for International Co-operation

Deoxyri bonucl ei ¢ acid

Eur opean

I nt er nati onal
Commi ssi on for
Envi r onment al

Eur opean

Envi ronnent a

Eur opean
Eur opean
Eur opean
Eur opean
Eur opean
Eur opean

Comuni ty

Co-operative Programme of the UN Economic
Eur ope

educati on

Econom ¢ Communi ty

i mpact assessnent

Net wor k of Biodiversity Infornation

Natural History Speci nen | nformation Network
Platform for Biodiversity Research Strategy

Pat ent Convention

Uni on

Forest GCenetic Resources Programre

Agreenent on the Conservation of Bats in Europe
Nat ure Detectives on the Internet

Agriculture and Fisheries Programre (of the EU)
Food and Agriculture O ganization

Fonds Nati ona

de | a Recherche Scientifique (Nationa

Scientific Research Fund)
Faculté Universitaire des Sciences Agronom ques de Genbl oux

(Genbl oux Agricultura

Uni versity)

Facul t és universitaires Saint-Louis (University Faculties
Sai nt - Loui s Brussel s)

Good agricul tura

practice

G oupenent d’ Arboriculteurs pratiquant en Wallonie |es
techni ques I ntégrées (Organisation of Walloon fruit growers
who apply the integrated techni ques)

d oba
d oba
d oba
d oba

Bi odi versity Information Facility
Envi ronment Facility

I nvasi ve Speci es Progranmre

Moni toring and Environment Security

Genetically nmodified organi sm
Good manufacturing practice

G oss nati onal

d oba

pr oduct

Taxonony Initiative

Hurman i munodefi ci ency virus



| ARC

| BOY

| CCP

| CE

| GEAT

| HEM

I NI BAP
Pl ant ai n
| CC

| ODE

| PGRI
| SB- SURWAL

I SH
U
| UCN

JNM

KMFRI
KUL
Leuven)
LI FE

LI TUS
LMBP
LMG
LRBPO
LuUC

MASDEA
M NA- pl an

M RA
M RA- S

M RA-T

MOSAI CC

MI'A
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International Agricultural Research Centre

I nternational Biodiversity Qbservation Year
Intergovernmental Conmittee for the Cartagena Protocol on
Bi osafety

Interm nisterial Conference for the Environnent

Institut de Gestion de |’ Environnenent et d Aménagenent du
Territoire (Institute for Environmental Managenent and

Physi cal Pl anni ng)

Institute for Hygi ene and Epi dem ol ogy, Mycol ogy collection
(now. Scientific Institute of Public Health — Louis Pasteur)
International Network for the |Inprovenent of Banana and

I nt ergover nnment al Gceanogr aphi ¢ Conmi ssi on (of UNESCO)

I nternational Oceanographic Data and | nfornati on Exchange
International Plant Genetic Resources Institute

Inventaire et Surveillance de |a Biodiversité — Surveillance
de |’ état de |’'environnement par bio-indicateurs en Wallonie
(I'nventory and Monitoring of Biodiversity — Mnitoring of the
state of the environnment through bio-indicators in Wall onia)
Inventaire et Surveillance des Habitats (Inventory and

Moni toring of Habitats)

I nternational Undertaking (on Plant Genetic Resources)

I nternational Union for the Conservation of Nature and

Nat ural Resources — The Wirld Conservati on Uni on

Jeugdbond voor Natuurstudie en MIieubescherning (Youth
Organi sation for Nature Studies and Environment)

Kenya Marine and Fi sheries Research Institute
Kat hol i eke Universiteit Leuven (Catholic University of

L' I nstrunment Fi nanci er pour |’'Environnenent (Financia
Instrument for the Environnent)

Interactions of biodiversity, productivity and tourismon
sandy beaches

Laboratory of Mol ecul ar Biol ogy, Plasnd collection (Ghent)
Laboratory for M crobiol ogy (Ghent)

Li gue Royal e Bel ge pour la Protection des G seaux (Roya

Bel gian Bird Protection Union)

Li nburgs Universitair Centrum (University Centre of Linburg)

Mari ne Speci es Database for Eastern Africa

M | i eubel ei dspl an en Nat uur ont wi kkel i ngspl an voor VI aanderen
(Fl em sh Environnental Policy and Nature Devel opnent Pl an)

M i eu- en natuurrapport VlIaanderen (Environnental and nature
report Fl anders)

M 1ieu- en natuurrapport VI aanderen: scenario's
(Environnmental and nature report Flanders: scenarios)

M lieu- en natuurrapport WVl aanderen: thema's (Environmental
and nature report Flanders: thenes)

Marien Mlieu Marin (Marine Environment)

M cr o- or gani sns Sust ai nabl e Use, Access Regul ati on and

I nternational Code of Conduct

Mat eri al Transfer Agreenent



MUCL

MJI ENR
Resour ces

NARA
NARS
NBGB
NFP
NGO
NIVK

ODI NAFRI CA
CECD
OFFH

osTC

PASCALI S

PEDD

RBI NS
RDC
RECOSCI X
RMCA
RNOB

RUCA
RUG

SAC
SADC
SBB
SBSTTA
Advi ce
SCAR
SDER

SG B
SI BW

SI DS
SPA
SPSD

TAFI R
TRI PS

UA
UCL
Louvai n)
UcTt
uLB
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Mycot héque de |’ Université catholique de Louvain (Mcol ogi ca
Col l ection of the Catholic University of Louvain)
Makerere University Institute of Environnent and Natura

Nat uurrapport WVl aanderen (Fl emi sh Nature Report)
National Agricultural Research Systens

Nati onal Botani c Garden of Bel gi um

Nati onal focal point

Non- gover nnent al organi sati on

Nati onal Museuns of Kenya

OCcean Data and I nformation Network for Africa

Organi sation for Economic Co-operation and Devel opnent
Observatoire de |la Faune, de la Flore et des Habitats
(Cbservatory of Fauna, Flora and Habitats)

Bel gi an Federal O fice for Scientific, Technical and Cultura
Affairs

Protocols for the Assessnent and Conservation of Aquatic Life
in the Subsurface

Pl an Envi ronnenental pour |e Dével oppenent Durabl e
(Environmental Plan for Sustainable Devel opnent)

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

Regi onal Dispatch Centre

Regi onal Co-operation in Scientific and I nformati on Exchange
Royal Museum for Central Africa

Réserves Naturelles et Onithol ogi ques de Bel gi que (Nature
and O nithol ogi cal Reserves of Bel gi um

Uni versitair Centrum Antwerpen (University of Antwerp - RUCA)
Universiteit Gent (Ghent University)

Speci al Area of Conservation

Sout hern African Devel opnent Conmunity

Servi ce of Biosafety and Biotechnol ogy

Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca

Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research

Schéma de Dével oppenent de |’ Espace Régi onal (Regiona

Spati al Devel opnent Project)

Inventaire des Sites de Grand I ntérét Biologique (lnventory
of Sites of Great Biological Interest)

Systéne d' Information sur |la Biodiversité en Wallonie (System
of Infornmation about Biodiversity in Wallonia)

Smal | |sland Devel opi ng States

Speci al Protection Area

Scientific Plan for a Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

Tanzani a Fi sheries Research Institute
Trade-rel ated aspects of intellectual property rights

Universiteit Antwerpen (University of Antwerp)
Uni versité catholique de Louvain (Catholic University of

Uni versity of Cape Town
Université Libre de Bruxelles (Free University of Brussels)
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ULg Uni versité de Liége (University of Liége)

UVH Uni versité de Mons-Hai naut (University of Mns-Hai naut)

UN United Nations

UNDP United Nations Devel opment Programe

UNEP United Nations Environnent Programe

UNFF United Nations Forum on Forests

UNI KI S Uni versité de Kisangani (University of Kisangani)

UNI N University of the North (South-Africa)

VI B VI aans | nstituut voor Biotechnol ogie (Flanders
Interuniversity Institute for Biotechnol ogy)

VLI NA VI aans | npul sprogranma Nat uurontwi kkel i ng (Fl eni sh | npul se
Programre Nature Devel opnent)

VLI Z VI aams | nstituut voor de Zee (Flanders Marine Institute)

VMM VI aanse M |ieumaat schappij (Flem sh Environnmental Agency)

VUB Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Free University of Brussels)

WFCC Wirl d Federation for Culture Collections

WEBJ- 1 First nmeeting of the Ad hoc open-ended inter-sessional

wor ki ng group on Article 8(j) and related provisions of the
Convention on Biological Diversity

WO Western I ndian Ccean

W PO Wrld Intellectual Property Organisation

VWAF Wor | dwi de Fund for Nature
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activities in the Fl em sh Region

1. Inventories:

ANSELI N, A & DEVCS, K., 1992. Popul atieschattingen van broedvogels in
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Annex 8.1.: Nature conservation in the Walloon Region
1. Protective statuses (see text box at the end of article 8).
2. Taking nature into account outside protected areas

Town and country pl anning policy

In the Walloon Region, land use is planned: 23 sector plans cover the whole of
the territory and define the potential occupation of the territory. Sone statuses
have been specified in order to maintain environnents considered of biological
interest. These are green areas "intended for maintaining, protecting and
regenerating the natural environment" and anong these, nore particularly, nature
areas and nature areas of scientific interest or nature reserves.

Farming and forestry areas are dedicated to their specific activities and may in
theory not be subject to urban devel opnent.

The Wall oon code of town and country planning, urban devel opment and heritage has
just been revised. It redefines nore particularly area divisions with a viewto a
future revision of sector plans. As far as nature preservation is concerned, the
code plans another specific nature area where the priority will be given to
nature conservation and, superinposed on that, protection areas affected by the
| egi sl ati on concerning nature protection.

Nat ur al parks

The decree of 1985 concerning natural parks, stipulates that the "natural park is
a rural territory of high biological and geographical interest, subject to
nmeasures intended to protect its environment in harnony with the aspirations of
the population and the economic and social development of the territory
concerned". It therefore involves searching for a harnonious integration of hunman
activities and the protection of the natural heritage.

At present, there are seven, officially recognized, natural parks

- the national natural park of Hautes-Fagnes Eifel;

- the natural park of the valleys of the Burdinale and of the Mhaigne

- the natural park of the valley of Attert;

- the natural park of the plains of the Escaut;

- the natural park of the Hill country (pays des Collines);

- the Natural park of Viroin-Herneton;

- the Natural park of the High Lands (Hauts Pays).

Ri ver contracts

The river contract is a voluntary agreenment, between the whole of public
and private actors, on objectives ained at reconciling the many functions
and uses of waterways, of their approaches and of catchment basin water
resources. It therefore also deals with biological diversity. The
approach is based on a twofold principle: a necessary integrated approach
of the waterway managenent on the one hand, involvenent and consultation
of all parties concerned on the other hand. This is basically a process
wher e deci sions are reached by consensus anbng the political

associ ative, scientific bodies about various objectives and proposing
actions. Seven river contracts exist in Wallonia, tw are being drawn up
they concern: the stream of Fosses, the Dendre, the Haute-Muse, the
Munos Bassin, the Senpbis, the Hoégne and the Wayai, the Dyle, the Sanbre,
the Ton and the Qurthe.

Muni ci pal Nature Devel opnent Pl ans

These were launched from the point of view of sustainable developnment. It
i nvol ves safeguarding or developing nature diversity at nunicipal level, in co-
operation with all parties concerned and by taking the economc and socia
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devel opnent of the community into account. The neans inplenmented on a |local scale
were the establishing of partnerships bringing together persons and associ ati ons,
the drawing up of an inventory of the nature and |andscape heritage and the
drawing up of a long-term biological diversity devel opment plan. At present, nore
than 41 nunicipalities have | aunched their plan.

Managenent of roadsi des and public spaces

Since 1984, the use of herbicides on public property has been regulated. In
particular the use of herbicides is banned in the Willoon Region on verges,
enbankments, berns and other land of state property and are part of the road

system or adjacent to it, including nmotorways; in public parks; on waterways,
ponds, |akes and their banks when they are public property. The use of herbicides
is however still authorized for weeding paved areas, or areas covered wth

gravel, areas situated less than a netre from a railway track and graveyard
pat hs. The ban on using herbicides to maintain roadsides led to roadside cutting.
The idea of cutting roadside vegetation late in the season, a practice nore
favourable to biological diversity, gradually gained ground. After an
experinmental phase and its application to regional roads, the Nature Conservation
Departrent provided a new inpetus by launching a canpaign ‘Late cutting-Refuge
area’ anong municipalities. Several dozens of them signed an agreement with the
Wal | oon Regi on.

By signing the ‘Roadside’ agreement:

- the municipality undertakes to draw up a managenent plan defining areas where
roadside cutting will be intensive, and others where it will be extensive while
taking a nunmber of provisions into account (cutting height above or equal to 10
cm cutting dates, etc.);

- the Walloon Region provides the nunicipalities with the roadsigns ‘late
cutting-refuge area’, leaflets for distributing information in all |etterboxes
and topographical maps to 1/10,000 covering the whole of municipal territory.

Agr o- envi ronnent al _neasures

Agro-environnmental neasures are specific grants intended to renunerate farners
for their contribution to the quality of the environment. The specified subsidies
include an incentive share but are especially intended to conpensate the incone
that the farnmer agrees to | ose conpared to a nore intensive use of the soil.

The foll owi ng neasures have been adopted by the Walloon Region and are applicable
everywhere on a voluntary basis:

- late cutting;

- conservation transition strips (edges of fields sown with grass or farnmed
extensively (without inflows) and extensive neadow strips (located along
wat erways, farmed without inflows and nmowed late in the season);

- keepi ng and mai ntai ni ng hedges and wooded stri ps;

- keeping livestock popul ations | ow;

- rearing |l ocal endangered breeds.

In areas defined as being sensitive or priority areas, farm ng operations may be
further assisted technically and subsidized to inprove the overall environnental
impact of farming (reduction of inflows, traditional <cultivation and old
varieties, late cutting, etc.).

Forestry policy

Nearly half the area of Walloon forests (236,306 ha) belongs to public owners and
is adm nistered by the Nature and Forestry Division. These woods are nanaged on

the basis of managenment plans called ‘forestry developnments’. These firstly
consist of drawing up an inventory by collecting a maxi num of information about
the forest. They then fix objectives to fulfill the different functions. They

lastly determ ne neans by defining the future forest, by choosing the nmethods of
devel oprent and by drawi ng up the operating regulations and the work progranmes.
The new developnents nust take into account priority forestry conservation
vocations, water and soil protection and production. These vocations do not
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exclude each other but indicate a priority objective. The conservation vocation
conprises biological, genetic, climatic and forestry subvocations. It tries nore
particularly to safeguard the conservation of rare forestry formations, seeding
pl antations, para-natural formations and plantations with scientific, educational
or historic value. The water protection vocation concerns the areas bordering on
wat erways, spring areas, catchnment wells and dam lakes. It ainms at preserving a
quantitative and qualitative water supply. Restrictions involve the limtation of
clearings, the banning of draining or inflows and the type of treatment. As for
the soil protection vocation, it concerns hydronorphous soils with tenporary or
per manent groundwater, peaty or peat-like soils and sloping soils. Restrictions
i nvol ve the absence of forestry (where peaty soils are concerned), the limtation
of clearings, the banning of draining in sone cases, the nethod of regeneration
the density of plantations and the choice of species. As far as general forestry
nmeasures are concerned, the nmain neasures reconmmended are:

- choice of tree species adapted to stations;

- adoption of a stable and bal anced plantation structure. Forests with trees of
many ages are preferred without excluding regular forests. Priority is given to
natural regeneration;

- mxture of tree species

- dynanmic forestry (w der spacing, |arge clearings).

Speci fic measures connected with nature conservation are taken
conservation of dead trees, old trees and epi phytes, managenent of areas
of reproduction of endangered ani mal species, work tinetable in relation
to nesting periods, etc. Forest edges are taken into account, glades are
mai nt ai ned and sone forest areas are assigned a ‘non-managenent’ status.
Measures are provided in connection with cultivation care, the choice of
tree species and treatnment in order to favour the habitat of wild

ungul ates. Lastly, the circular includes neasures of |andscape types to
make the forest nore attractive to its users. The opening of the forest

to the general public ains at encouraging slowtraffic, respectful of the
forest ecosystem Areas accessible to youth novenents are not overl ooked.
Subsidies are granted to private owners to encourage the inplenentation

of these neasures in private forests.

Thenmti c operations

A nunmber of nature conservation actions initiated by the Nature Conservation
Departrment or by non-governnental organi sations are structured around a
particul ar objective. Let us mention as exanpl es:

- the attics and belfries operation: |launched as part of European Nature
Conservation Year anong nunicipalities, its aimis to develop the access of wld
fauna (bats and chouette effraie) to the attics and belfries of public buildings;
- the operations ‘Cconia nigra’, ‘Crex crex', ‘Chiroptera’ (jointly funded by
the LIFE progranmes) aim at purchasing natural areas favourable to these species;
- the "WId Gardens’ operation ainms at encouragi ng managenent nore favourable to
bi odi versity in the gardens of private citizens (choice of plant species, upkeep,
devel oprment of ponds, etc.);

- the ‘Underground cavities’ operation ains at listing and protecting underground
cavities of great biological interest, in particular of chiropteran interest.

Subsidies for the planting of hedges and wooded strips

Subsi dies are granted to encourage the replanting of hedges, subject to
conpliance with conditions that guarantee its biological interest and a
Iife expectancy of at |east 20 years.
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Producti on of seeds of wild plants and indi genous trees

Seeds of indigenous wild plants are used increasingly for sowing after
wor k has been done, when farmand is let to lie fallow or even for |aying
out wild gardens. A programme ainmed at the production of seeds of

i ndi genous origin has been | aunched, so as to avoid the introduction of
exotic species and preserve | ocal ecotypes. At forestry level, research
into genetic matters is carried out at the Genbl oux Scientific Research
Centre. A Forestry Seed Centre (Forest counter of Marche-en-Fanmenne) has
been recently set up. It takes part in maintaining the genetic diversity
of Walloon forests through the collection of seeds over a maxi num of

speci es, a maxi mum of origins and a maxi mum of trees.

Requl ation of leisure activities

The strong pressure exerted by leisure activities on the natural environment |ed
to various regulations. The wuse of notor-driven vehicles outside public
thoroughfares is limted to authorized circuits. The Walloon Governnent decree
(AGN of 30 June 1994 regulates the novenent of boats and divers on and in
waterways. It linmts activities to certain tines, to certain seasons and to
certain sections of waterways as long as the flow reaches a nmininmum| evel.
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Annex 8.2.: Forest and nature reserves in Flanders
Country: Bel gi um (Fl ander s) 2
Forest area (ha) 146. 381/ ***
Forest cover (% 10, 8
Cat egori es**): Strict forest reserve |Strict nature reserve
Nati onal nane I nt egr aal I nt egr aal
bosr eser vaat nat uur r eser vaat
Ref erence date VI X/ 99 VI X/ 99
No silvicultural intervention X X
Hunting, gane nanagenent (X) (X)
Li fest ock present (X)
Ri ght of way (X) (X)
Saf equard at the borders (roads X X
etc.)
Safeguard within the area (trails, (X (X
rivers)
Visitors information (X)
Non destructive research (X) (X)
+ Destructive research
Pesticide treatnents all owed (X) (X)
Fire intervention (X) (X)
O her interventions*) (X) (X)
Use of genetic resources*) (X)
Legal protection*) 1 2
Owner shi p*) 1,2,3 1,2,3
Manager *) 1 2
Scientific coordination*) 4 4
Actual reserve area (ha) 12002 50021
Size range (ha) *) 4 - 100 3-20Y
Percentage of total forest area 1% 0,5%
*) See annot ations (Appendi x 7)
*x) E.g. Strict Forest Reserve, National Park, Biosphere Area and ot her
national categories, Site of Special Scientific Interest

*xk) Total forest area in Bel gium 665.000 ha/22%
X = vyes; (X) = in sone cases; No = no; —= no answer/ no data
Forest Reserves Nat ure Reserves
Legal protection Forest Decree (1991) Decree on Nature Cons.
(1997)
Owner shi p State, nunicipalities, State, municipalities,

private,

private organisations

Type of nmnagenent

Strict or Special Mnagenent

Strict or Special Mnagenent

Managenent responsi bl e

Forest Adm nistration

Nature Cons. Adm nistration

Scientific co-ordination

Inst. for Forestry and Gane

Mont .

Inst. for Nature
Conservation
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Forest reserves in Fl anders:
NAAM Dat um besl uit |Oppervl akte (HA) [Houtvesteri]j provinci e
ZONI ENWOUD 14/ 03/ 95 117.22 GROENENDAAL BRABANT
VEERDAAL 14/ 03/ 95 143.19 LEUVEN BRABANT
HEVERLEE 14/ 03/ 95 47.13 LEUVEN BRABANT
PARI KE 14/ 03/ 95 9.33 GENT OOST- VLAND.
NEI GEMBOS 14/ 03/ 95 45.01 GENT OOST- VLAND.
JAGERSBORG 14/ 03/ 95 86.54 BREE LI MBOURG
GALGENBERG 14/ 03/ 95 29.82 HASSELT LI MBOURG
JONGENBOS 14/ 03/ 95 82.04 HASSELT LI MBOURG
DI LSERBOS EN PLATTE | 14/ 03/ 95 58.16 HASSELT LI MBOURG
LENDENBERG
LANKLAARDERBOS 14/ 03/ 95 83.69 HASSELT LI MBOURG
KOLMONT 14/ 03/ 95 18. 58 HASSELT LI MBOURG
Pl JNVEN 14/ 03/ 95 36. 93 HECHTEL LI MBOURG
I N DE BRAND 14/ 03/ 95 11.44 HECHTEL LI MBOURG
COOLHEM 14/ 03/ 95 78. 64 ANTWERPEN ANTWERPEN
GROOTBRCEK 14/ 03/ 95 136. 41 BREE LI MBOURG
HALLERBOS 16/ 02/ 96 63.78 GROENENDAAL | BRABANT
BOS TER RI JST 16/ 02/ 96 28.59 GROENENDAAL | BRABANT
W JNENDAL EBOS 16/ 02/ 96 91.61 BRUGGE VEST- VLAND.
BEI AARDBOS 03/ 02/ 97 17.07 GENT OOST- VLAND.
KOEI MOOK 03/ 02/ 97 39. 47 TURNHOUT ANTWERPEN
GASTHUI SBOS 03/ 02/ 97 11.02 LEUVEN BRABANT
VEL| SBROEK - 03/ 02/ 97 34.86 HASSELT- LI MBOURG
VI EVERSEL HECHTEL
OP DEN AENHOF 03/ 02/ 97 35.71 HECHTEL LI MBOURG
SEVENDONK 03/ 02/ 97 67.60 TURNHOUT ANTWERPEN
ZONI ENVOUD2 27/ 08/ 99 7.89 GROENENDAAL | BRABANT
VEERDAAL 2 27/ 08/ 99 32. 66 LEUVEN BRABANT
GASTHUI SBOS LUBBEEK | 27/ 08/ 99 7.40 LEUVEN BRABANT
GOORBOSSEN 27/ 08/ 99 47.17 TURNHOUT ANTWERPEN
MUl ZENBOS 27/ 08/ 99 34.19 ANTWERPEN ANTWERPEN
DE HEI RNI SSE 27/ 08/ 99 76.39 GENT OOST- VLAND.
Tot aal 1579. 54

Een vijfde reeks nmet vijf voorstellen voor een totale oppervlakte van 107ha is

nmonment eel i n behandel

ng :

- U tbreiding Gootbroek (Bree en Kinrooi) met 40, 8641ha (total e oppervl akte

wordt 177,2741ha en i s daarnee het grootste bosreservaat

- Donei nbos Kraai enbos te Leut (Maasnechel en)

- Donei nbos Overhei de te Ravels (Wel de)
te Voeren :

- Ceneent ebos “het

- Pri vébos “Vrouwenbos”

Konenbos”

te Voeren :

24,8393ha

1, 1954ha

29, 5359%ha
10, 807ha

in Vlaanderen);
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Forests in nature reserves: an overview (situation in 1999)

Provi nci e Qpper vl akt e (ha)
Ant wer pen 2535

Li mbur g 2730

VI aans- Br abant 964

Qost - VI aander en 619

West - VI aander en 214

Som 7062




