Thematic report on protected areas or areas where special measures need to be taken to conserve biological diversity
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Please provide summary information on the process by which this report has been prepared, including information on the types of stakeholders who have been actively involved in its preparation and on material which was used as a basis for the report.

	Information on terrestrial protected areas contained in this report relates to documents and discussions from joint Commonwealth-State/Territory processes in developing the Interim Biogeographic Regions of Australia, the Collaborative Australian Protected Area Database, the Australian Guidelines for the Development of the National Reserve System and the draft Directions Statement for the Development of the National Reserve System, and other discussion between Parks Australia and the State/Territory park agencies and non-government organisations involved in the National Reserve System Program.

For marine protected areas information contained in this report relates to documents and discussions from joint Commonwealth-State/Territory processes in developing the Interim Marine and Coastal Regionalisation for Australia, the Collaborative Australian Protected Area Database, the Guidelines for Establishing the National Representative System of Marine Protected Areas and the Strategic Plan of Action for the National Representative System of Marine Protected Areas, Australia’s Oceans Policy, marine planning processes in each jurisdiction, and other discussion between Parks Australia and the other Commonwealth and State/Territory park and fisheries management agencies and non-government organisations involved in establishing the National Representative System of Marine Protected Areas.


Protected areas or areas where special measures need to be taken to conserve biological diversity

System of protected areas

	1. What is the relative priority afforded to development and implementation of a national system of protected areas in the context of other obligations arising from the Convention and COP Decisions?

	a)  High
	X (see below)
	b)  Medium
	
	c)  Low
	

	2. Is there a systematic planning process for development and implementation of a national system of protected areas? 

	a) no
	

	b) in early stages of development
	

	c) in advanced stages of development
	

	d) yes, please provide copies of relevant documents describing the process
	X (see below)

	3. Is there an assessment of the extent to which the existing network of protected areas covers all areas that are identified as being important for the conservation of biological diversity?
	

	a) no
	

	b) an assessment is being planned for
	

	c) an assessment is being undertaken
	

	d) yes, please provide copies of the assessments made
	X (see below)


Regulatory framework

	4. Is there a policy framework and/or enabling legislation in place for the establishment and management of protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) in early stages of development
	

	c) in advanced stages of development
	

	d) yes, please provide copies of relevant documents
	X (see below)

	5. Have guidelines, criteria and targets been adopted to support selection, establishment and management of protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) in early stages of development
	

	c) in advanced stages of development
	

	d) yes, please provide copies of guidelines, criteria and targets
	X (see below)


	6. Does the management of protected areas involve the use of incentive measures, for instance, of entrance fees for park visitors, or of benefit-sharing arrangements with adjacent communities and other relevant stakeholders?

	a) no
	

	b) yes, incentive measures implemented for some protected areas (please provide some examples)
	X (see below)

	c) yes, incentive measures implemented for all protected areas (please provide some examples)
	


Management approach

	7. Have the principal threats to protected areas and the biodiversity that they contain been assessed, so that programmes can be put in place to deal with the threats, their effects and to influence the key drivers?

	a) no
	

	b) an assessment is being planned for
	

	c) an assessment is in process
	

	d) yes, an assessment has been completed
	

	e) programmes and policies to deal with threats are in place (please provide basic information on threats and actions taken)
	X (see below)

	8. Are protected areas established and managed in the context of the wider region in which they are located, taking account of and contributing to other sectoral strategies?

	a) no
	

	b) yes, in some areas
	X (see below)

	c) yes, in all areas (please provide details)
	

	9. Do protected areas vary in their nature, meeting a range of different management objectives and/or being operated through differing management regimes?

	a) no, most areas are established for similar objectives and are under similar management regimes
	

	b) many areas have similar objectives/management regimes, but there are also some exceptions
	

	c) yes, protected areas vary in nature (please provide details)
	X (see below)

	10. Is there wide stakeholder involvement in the establishment and management of protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) with some, but not all protected areas
	

	c) yes, always (please provide details of experience)
	X (see below)


	11. Do protected areas established and managed by non-government bodies, citizen groups, private sector and individuals exist in your country, and are they recognized in any formal manner?

	a) no, they do not exist
	

	b) yes, they exist, however are not formally recognized
	

	c) yes, they exist and are formally recognized (please provide further information)
	X (see below)


Available resources

	12. Are the human, institutional and financial resources available adequate for full implementation of the protected areas network, including for management of individual protected areas?

	a) no, they are severely limiting (please provide basic information on needs and shortfalls)
	

	b) no, they are limiting (please provide basic information on needs and shortfalls)
	

	c) Available resources are adequate (please provide basic information on needs and shortfalls)
	X (see below)

	d) yes, good resources are available 
	

	13. Has your country requested/received financial assistance from the Global Environment Facility or other international sources for establishment/management of protected areas?

	a) no
	X

	b) funding has been requested, but not received
	

	c) funding is currently being requested
	

	d) yes, funding has been received (please provide copies of appropriate documents)
	


Assessment

	14. Have constraints to implementation and management of an adequate system of protected areas been assessed, so that actions can be initiated to deal with these constraints?

	a) no
	

	b) yes, constraints have been assessed (please provide further information)
	

	c) yes, actions to deal with constraints are in place (please provide further information)
	X (see below)

	15. Is a programme in place or in development to regularly assess the effectiveness of protected areas management and to act on this information?

	a) no
	

	b) yes, a programme is under development (please provide further information)
	X

	c) yes, a programme is in place (please provide further information)
	


	16. Has any assessment been made of the value of the material and non-material benefits and services that protected areas provide?

	a) no
	

	b) an assessment is planned
	X

	c) an assessment is in process
	

	d) yes, an assessment has been made (please provide further information)
	


Regional and international cooperation

	17. Is your country collaborating/communicating with neighbouring countries in the establishment and/or management of transboundary protected areas?

	a) no
	X

	b) yes (please provide details)
	

	18. Are key protected areas professionals in your country members of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas, thereby helping to foster the sharing of information and experience?

	a) no
	

	b) yes
	X

	c) information is not available
	

	19. Has your country provided information on its protected areas to the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre in order to allow for a scientific assessment of the status of the world’s protected areas?

	a) no
	

	b) yes
	X

	20. If your country has protected areas or other sites recognised or designated under an international convention or programme (including regional conventions and programmes), please provide copies of reports submitted to those programmes or summaries of them.   (See below.)

	21. Do you think that there are some activities on protected areas that your country has significant experience that will be of direct value to other Contracting Parties?

	a) no
	

	b) yes (please provide details)
	X (see below)





	Management of protected areas
Assessing the performance the NRSMPA in achieving its goals of “comprehensiveness”, “adequacy” and “representativeness” remains a challenge nationally, requiring a nationally coordinated assessment and reporting framework. 

While each jurisdiction has a separate responsibility for enforcement and there are limits to any national approach, there are benefits in developing cross-jurisdictional enforcement programs. In particular, marine protected area management prescriptions could be developed in close consultation with relevant enforcement agencies.

The NRSMPA is a forward-looking program. A challenge for all jurisdictions is the need to allocate resources for the future planning and management of marine protected areas. The historical approach of providing resources as a reaction to community concerns must be balanced against this need. 

Q20 Sites recognised under International Conventions or Programmes
World Heritage Convention, Ramsar Wetlands Convention, Man and the Biosphere.  Numerous regular reports submitted to the Conventions Secretariats 

Q21  Australian Experience

Significant progress has been made with developing procedures that use GIS information to plan and prioritise additions to the protected area system in jurisdictions and nationally. Examples include Cplan and CORE software packages, developed by NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service, the TARGET package developed by CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, and the Marxan reserve selection software developed by Prof Hugh Possingham and others for use in the rezoning the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and identifying areas of interest for possible protection in the South-east Regional Marine Plan. They can be used to assess the status of biodiversity at a suitable regional scale and assess the priorities for developing national and regional strategies.

Progress is expected to be made in assessing the socio-economic impacts on fisheries of declaring marine protected areas and establishing marine protected areas that provide mutual benefits for fisheries management and biodiversity conservation.
IBRA as a bioregional planning tool as discussed at Q2.
Further Information

National Reserve System Program (IBRA, Scientific Guidelines, Protected Areas): 
http://www.ea.gov.au/parks/nrs/index.html
Related programs and funding under the Natural Heritage Trust:


http://www.nht.gov.au
Marine Protected Areas:


http://www.ea.gov.au/coasts/mpa/index.html
The Parks Australia homepage: 


http://www.ea.gov.au/parks/index.html
State/Territory Park and Conservation Agency contacts

www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au
www.nt.gov.au/ipe/pwcnt/
www.epa.qld.gov.au/
www.dehaa.sa.gov.au/parks/
www.dpiwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/ThemeNodes/SSKA-4X33SG?open
www.parkweb.vic.gov.au/
www.calm.wa.gov.au/national_parks



- - - - - -

� The Marine Protected Areas Program website will change in mid-2003. Some references provided here may be located elsewhere on the revised website. All publications will continue to be accessible through http://www.ea.gov.au/coasts/publications/.
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