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1. Opening of the meeting

for adoption
document STRACO (2009) 01 rev

Mr. Robert Lamb (Switzerland), the Chair of the PEBLDS Council, welcomed the participants to the 12"
Meeting of the Council of PEBLDS (Appendix I) and presented the draft agenda (Appendix II) for adoption. He
stressed that with climate change, different ecosystems have become very fragile; climate change issues have
become a reality and it is feared that human activity is causing massive extinctions. He also stressed that there is
a need for biodiversity for continued ecosystem survival. However, sustainable development and sustainable
consumption could help avert ecological problems. The geopolitical map in Europe has changed, the European
Union has enlarged. In this context, he asked governments, international partners and NGOs to take the
PEBLDS process and its future development very seriously during the 5" Biodiversity in Europe Conference
and the meeting of the Council of PEBLDS. He also expressed his deepest hope that at the end of the Liége
Conference, the Council of the PEBLDS would find the most appropriate option to continue the PEBLDS
process in the most efficient way.

The PEBLDS council adopted the amended Agenda as it appears in Appendix L.

2. Report of the Joint Secretariat on activities to date
for information
document STRACO (2009) 2

The Secretariat outlined progress on the work programs and planned meetings since the last PEBLDS Council
held in March 2007 in Geneva.

The Joint Secretariat informed the Council about the activities carried out during the last few years and stressed
that PEBLDS partners have also carried out a number of catalytic activities at the pan European level following
the adoption of the PEBLDS.

The PEBLDS has been convening regional biodiversity conferences since the year 2000. The four previous
Conferences have been held in Riga, Budapest, Madrid, and Plitvice Lakes National Park, Croatia focusing on
the biodiversity priorities for the pan European region within the framework of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD). The past preparatory Conferences have proven to be useful for better preparation of the entire
pan European region on the important issues under consideration of the CBD and raising awareness on the pan
European priorities during discussions at the Conferences of the Parties.

UNEP has highlighted its collaboration with MCPFE (Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in
Europe) and presented the “Afforestation and reforestation” Guidelines, adopted in November 2008, and on its

cooperation with the European Commission on the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES).

The Council of Europe stated that it has participated in the PEBLDS process since the Conference of Sofia in
1995 and is ready to support its Joint Secretariat but would need extra resources to carry out related activities,
given staff and budget cuts as from 2007. The activities carried out by the Council of Europe, which followed
up on the Kyiv resolution, included:

- The implementation of the PEEN as the major means for the conservation and management of species,
ecosystems, habitats and landscapes as part of the Resolution on Biodiversity, adopted in Kyiv in 2003.

- The launch of the Emerald network in the Caucasus region in 7 countries (the first step of the pilot
projects).

- The adoption by the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention of a resolution on the European
Strategy on the Invasive Alien Species and the endorsement of the European Code of Conduct on
Horticulture and Invasive Alien Plants.

- The implementation in 2006 of the Group of Experts on Biodiversity and Climate change.

- The adoption in 2008 of the European Strategy for Plant Conservation 2008-2014 by the Stranding
Committee of the Bern Convention.

Finally, the Council of Europe is preparing the Conference “The Role of Protected Areas and Ecological
Networks in Europe” in January 2010 in Madrid.



3. Future of the PEBLDS

for adoption
document STRACO (2009) 3

The Chair presented to the Council the document on the future of the PEBLDS suggesting different possible
scenarios. He asked the governments, intergovernmental organisations, NGOs and other partners to analyse and
find the most appropriate options for this decisive period for PEBLDS. He outlined that having the Secretariat
of the PEBLDS in Geneva and Strasbourg required more involvement from the staff and a higher budget. He
then presented the possible solutions proposed in document STRACO (2009) 02 and asked the participants to
express their opinion and opened the floor for discussion.

The Council of Europe stressed that many countries, especially EU countries, do not give accurate added value
to the process and that it is crucial to find a structure and a strategy for the PEBLDS that will meet the current
needs of all the countries. Activities should generally be carried out as an initiative of governments;
intergovernmental organisations, NGOs and/or other partners. He outlined that the Council of Europe would
follow and respect the decision made by the 54 governments involved in this process.

The representative of the Czech Republic raised the question about the financial implication of changing the
Secretariat and what could be the consequences of that decision.

Norway expressed their support for the PEBLDS and emphasized that they have been actively involved in the
process. She said they have benefited from this common framework on biodiversity. Finally, Norway asked
what the next steps of PEBLDS could be.

The representative of the Ukraine highlighted that PEBLDS was an essential process for biodiversity and
landscape conservation. However, it might need some restructuring to result in an instrument reflecting today’s
situation. As an essential source for implementing policy on biodiversity, PEBLDS needs to enable better
intergovernmental cooperation in order to reduce biodiversity loss.

The representative of Serbia emphasised the value of the PEBLDS process and the significant work carried out
at national level and summed up the pan-European activities related to the implementation of the Kyiv
Resolution on Biodiversity. She stressed the value of integrating biodiversity into other sectors, for example
agriculture and forest management, and that the implementation of CBD by countries at a national level is very
important, highlighting that the CBD and Strategy are looking towards the same direction. She added that the
possibility of being able to exchange experiences on the implementation of CBD’s decisions, if possible
associated to an informal exchange on the documents for the CBD’s COPs, could secure the forthcoming
success of PEBLDS and could facilitate the development of appropriate co-operation.

The representative of Germany agreed about the importance to discuss the future of PEBLDS during the next
coming days. She said that Germany had not yet decided about the future of the process but that for the German
government, it was crucial to get ownership from governments for such a platform. The Eastern countries need
such a platform and need to contribute fully, including financially.

The representative of Finland stressed the importance of this meeting and raised the question about the future of
the PEBLDS. She thought that Option B, proposed in the document, was the most acceptable option and
mentioned that clarification of the ownership is very important as is the collaboration with NGOs.

The representative of the Netherlands emphasised the importance of a clear strategy for the PEBLDS process,
recalled that the political situation in Europe changed and raised the question about the organisation and
preparation of the documents for the next “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference in Kazakhstan.

The representative of Slovenia raised the question about the national capacity of every government in this
process. As Slovenia takes part for Europe in two CBD regions, they could testify that the effect of the CBD
COP process in Bonn was poor.



The representative of Turkmenistan stated that her government supported the future activities of PEBLDS,
which are essential for Eastern countries. There was a very strong requirement to identify the new mechanism
for PEBLDS to continue the process in Central Asia.

The representative of the European Commission highlighted that the Commission is in favor of regional
cooperation. She said that the background document was a stimulating paper for practical decisions because it
was time to come to concrete recommendations.

The Commission saw added value in this process, but it should be improved to be adapted to the current world
situation: we should look at how to involve the local level and the operational level. Then PEBLDS could be a
way for countries to learn more about different projects and programmes.

The representative of Austria stated that her government would support a continuation of a process that provides
a platform for pan-European cooperation and information exchange in the field of biodiversity on the condition
that the process has a clear merit for all participants. In this context she also underlined the positive achievments
of the process so far. The majority of the participants agreed with this point. However, commitment and
ownership of the EU, non-EU countries, the Secretariat, NGOs and civil society is needed.

The representative of the ECNC stated that the requirement for a new strategic framework should be
underpinned by the determination of the added value of the PEBLDS process.

After very fruitful discussions with the participating governments and a consultation meeting with the Chair, the
following decision was proposed and adopted by the Council of PEBLDS on the last day of the Conference:

Council Decision on the future of PEBLDS adopted at its 12" session - 24 sept. 2009

Recognizing the role of PEBLDS as an important process for facilitating implementation of the CBD at the pan-
European level; and

Acknowledging the achievement of PEBLDS in the field of biodiversity in the pan-European region, in
particular through the pan-European Ecological Network (PEEN), the Kyiv Resolution, the Belgrade
Resolution, in contributing to streamlining European 2010 biodiversity indicators, the identification of high
nature value areas in agricultural ecosystems for Central and Eastern Europe, initiatives on business and
biodiversity, and cooperation with the Ministerial Conference on Protection of Forest in Europe (MCPFE);

Considering the changes in geopolitical environment and new challenges in Europe, the Council, at its 12"
session, decides the following with regard to the future of PEBLDS:

1. On the process:

a. The PEBLDS should provide a platform for collecting regional expertise, identifying priorities,
and challenges (regional or sub-regional) making recommendations and providing input to
implementation of the CBD and its new Strategic Plan.

b. The PEBLDS Council is to establish, without delay, a process to prepare a new post 2010 Pan-
European strategic framework to be endorsed by the Ministerial Environment for Europe
Conference in 2011 in Kazakhstan.

To this effect this process should include the following steps:
i. An options paper should be prepared by the Chair with the support of the Friends of the
Chair, based on the document already presented by the Chair and the discussion on it;
and
ii. The options paper should be reviewed at the next PEBLDS Bureau meeting in the first
half of 2010.

2. On reporting and timelines:
a. The documents prepared by the Friends of the Chair meetings are transmitted to the Bureau for
information;



b. The Bureau will review the final options paper at its next meeting in the first half of 2010, and
will give the mandate to the Secretariat to implement the recommendations of the options paper
with the guidance of the Chair; and

c. Atits second meeting in early in early 2011 the Bureau will prepare a decision for adoption at
the Environment for Europe meeting in Kazakhstan in 2011, and report to the UNEP Governing
Council.

3. On the institutional setting, the Council requests UNEP to explore, in due time for the next meeting of
the Bureau, ways and means for:
a. arrangements for a Secretariat provided by UNEP-ROE and working in close cooperation with
the CBD Secretariat and in partnership with the Council of Europe, [IUCN, ECNC, CEEWEB,
EcoForum and other relevant bodies;
b. the implementation of this decision;

4. Commitments:
Governments and other partners are encouraged to provide financial contribution to implement this
Council Decision and also contribute by providing in kind contribution (e.g. by making staff available
for providing input to the process and to the preparation of documents).

After the adoption of the decision, the Council of Europe made the following statement:

“ As the Council and Bureau of PEBLDS were created in 1996 by an Agreement between UNEP and the
Council of Europe which states that both committee “will be set up, for reasons of expediency in the form of
Committees governed by Article 17of the Statute of the Council of Europe” and that Institutional agreement
seems no longer appropriate for Committee to be served by another international organization, UNEP is
requested to seek a new institutional arrangement for the Council and Bureau of PEBLDS (Agreement between
UNEP and the Council of Europe concerning the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Strategy, Appendix
Iv)”



The PEBLDS Council adopted a decision which fundamentally consists of a commitment to consider a proposal
on the future PEBLDS process and a new PEBLDS Secretariat that facilitates the relevant activities with the
different partner organisations and a number of topics in line with CBD priorities and the Kyiv Resolution.
UNEP will prepare a proposal with new terms of reference to reflect the new direction of the PEBLDS process
and the structure of a PEBLDS Secretariat.

5. Reflection on the Conference: Norway, Belgium, UNPD, Council of Europe and PEBLDS Chair

for information

The PEBLDS Council took note of the information and agreed to support a Chair’s conclusions on the 5"
Biodiversity in Europe Conference.

6. Adoption of the Liége Conference Chair’s conclusions

for information
document STRACO (2009) ....

The PEBLDS Council welcomed and adopted the Chair’s conclusions (Annexe III). All the participants and the
Secretariat recognized Ms Tone Solhaug (Conference Chair/Norway) for her very positive contribution to the
work of the Liége Conference, her excellent input and personal involvement in all preparatory meetings and
expressed their deepest gratitude.

7. The future of the PEBLDS, continued: Budget implications and adoption of a decision

The Chair asked UNEP to propose urgently a budget for 2010 for possible adoption in the next Bureau meeting
of the PEBLDS. The Chair asked the PEBLDS Council to submit all updated information on the implementation
of activities to enable the new Secretariat to include them as programme activities for 2010. The PEBLDS
Council did not adopt a budget for 2010. The Chair urged governments to provide voluntary contributions for
the work to be carried out until Astana.

8. Election of the Chair and Members of the Bureau

for adoption
document STRACO (2009) 5

The PEBLDS Joint Secretariat introduced the document on the election of the Chair of the PEBLDS and new
Members to complete the Bureau.

Mr Robert Lamb (Switzerland) was elected Chair of the PEBLDS, to take office after the Liége conference.

Belgium was elected as member of the bureau for EU Member States as it had been decided to increase EU
representation to three members.

Norway was elected Bureau member to represent “other Western European states” as Switzerland would remain
as Chair of the PEBLDS.

Albania was elected Bureau member to represent Central and Eastern European countries.

Germany was added to the Bureau as a European member of the CBD/COP Bureau, ex-officio.




Thus the Bureau of PEBLDS is as follows:
a) Chair: Switzerland (starting after Belgrade with a term of office of two years);
b) Vice Chairs: Serbia and the state organising the next EfE conference;
¢) 9 members representing 4 sub-regions (term of office of 1 year)
EU: Belgium, Czech Republic, Romania;
Other Western European countries: Andorra, Norway;
Central and Eastern Europe: the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Albania;
The Newly Independent States: Moldova, Georgia.
d) A representative of the European Commission
e) European members of the CBD/COP Bureau, ex-officio:
- Ukraine
- Croatia
- Germany
f) Observer organisations:
- ECOForum
- ECNC
- CEEWEB
- IUCN

The new Chair and Vice Chairs will take office immediately after the Li¢ge Conference and the new members
of the bureau will take up office immediately after the PEBLDS Council meeting (Liege, 22-24 September
2009).

9. Any other business

There was no other business.

10. Closing of the meeting

The Chair closed the meeting thanking the participants for their very active involvement and announced that the
date and venue of the next Bureau meeting would be confirmed in early 2010.



APPENDIX I
Agenda of the Meeting

PEBLDS Council Meeting (22-24 September 2009, Liége)
Provisional agenda

1. Opening of the Meeting

2. Adoption of the Agenda
[Document STRACO (2009) 01]

3. Report of the Joint Secretariat on activities to date
[Document STRACO (2009) 02]

4. Future of the PEBLDS: Introduction by the Chair and discussion of the document
[Document STRACO (2009) 03]

5. Reflections on the Conference: Norway, Belgium, UNEP, Council of Europe and PEBLDS
Chair

6. Adoption of the Liege Conference Chair’s conclusions
[Document STRACO (2009) xx]

7. The future of PEBLDS, continued: Budget implications and adoption of a decision
[Document STRACO (2009) 03 and Document STRACO (2009) 04]

8. Elections of the Bureau and Chair
[Document STRACO (2009) 05]

9. Any other business

10. Closing of the meeting



APPENDIX IT

Fifth Intergovernmental Conference Biodiversity in Europe
22-24 September 2009
Liege, Belgium

FINAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

GOVERNMENTS

Albania

Ms. Elvana Ramaj

Senior expert

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Water
Administration

Email: eramaj@moe.gov.al

Tel: +35 54 227 0624

Armenia

Mr. Siranush Muradyan

Head of Dendroparks Management Division
Agency for Bioresources Management
Ministry of Nature Protection

Email: sirush_murad@mail.ru

Tel: +37 41 527 952

Austria

Ms. Gabriele Obermayr

Senior Official

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and
Water Management

Email: gabriele.obermayr@lebensministerium.at
Tel +43 1 51 522 1407

Azerbaijan

Mr. Faig Sadigov

Manager, Project Implementation Unit
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources
Email:_faig_sadigov@yahoo.com

Tel: 499 41 249 26023

Belgium

Mr. Jacques Stein

Premier Attaché, Service Public de Wallonie
Département de I'étude du milieu naturel et
agricole (DEMNA)

Email: jacques.stein@gmail.com

Tel : +32 477 266 046

Ms. Catherine Debruyne

Attachée

Government Walloon Region of Belgium
Email: catherine.debruyne@spw.wallonie.be
Tel: +32 81 33 5804

Belgium

Ms. Anne Franklin

CBD National Focal Point

Royal Belgian institute of Natural Science
Email: anne.franklin@naturalsciences.be
Tel: +32 2 627 45 87

Ms. Els Martens

Coordinator Policy Division

Ministry of Environment and Nature, Agency for
Nature & Forest

Email: els.martens@Ine.vlaanderen.be

Tel: +32 478 551256

Mr. Lionel Wibail

Attaché

Service Public de Wallonie
Email: wibail@hotmail.com ;
lionel.wibail@spw.wallonie.be
Tel: +32 497 46 03 79

Ms. Sabine Bertouille

Attachée scientifique

Service Public de Wallonie

Email: sabine.bertouille@spw.wallonie.be
Tel: +32 81 626 433

Mr. Christophe Van Orshoven

Biodiversity Expert

Federal Ministry of Environment

Email: vanorshoven.christophe@health.fgov.be
Tel: +32 2 524 96 55

Mrs. Els van De Velde

Advisor International Environmental Policy
Environment, Nature and Energy Department
Flemish Government

Email: els.vandevelde@Ine.vlaanderen.be
Tel: +32 25538176

Ms. Els Martens

Coordination Policy Division

Agency for Nature and Forests

Ministry of Environment and Nature, Flemish
Region

Els.martens@lne.vlaanderen.be

Tel: 432 478 551 256




Bosnia-Herzegovina

Mr. Mehmed Cero

Assistant Minister, CBD Focal Point
Ministry of Environment and Tourism
Email: mehmedc@fmoit.gov.ba

Tel: 4387 33 21 55 29

Czech Republic

Mr. Jan Plesnik

Advisor to the Director

Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape
Protection

Email: jan.plesnik@nature.cz

Tel: +42 0 241 082 114

Ms. Jana Vavinova

CBD National Focal Point
Ministry of the Environment
Email: jana.vavrinova@mzp.cz
Tel: +42 0 267 122 375

Estonia

Ms. Lilika Kais

Advisor, Nature Conservation Department
Ministry of Environment

Email: lilika.kais@envir.ee

Tel: 437 2 6262 875

Finland

Ms. Marina von Weissenberg
Department for Natural Protection
Ministry of the Environment

Email: marina.weissenberg@ymparisto.fi
Tel: +35 8 20 690 71 33

Mr. Heikki Toivonen

Research Director

Finnish Environment Institute
Email: heikki.toivonen@ymparisto.fi
Tel: +35 40 740 1689

Georgia

Mr. Ioseb Kartsivadze

Head of Biodiversity Protection Service
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
Email: s.kartsivadze@moe.gov.ge

Tel: +995 32 72 72 32

Ms. Maka Tsereteli

Head of Policy Division

Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
Email: m_tsereteli@yahoo.com

Tel: 4995 32 72 72 43

Germany

Mrs. Nicola Breier

Head of Delegation

Head of Division

Federal Ministry for the Environment
Email: Nicola.breier@bmu.bund.de
Tel: +49 228 305 26 19

Mr. Horst Korn

Head of Biodiversity Unit

Federal Agency for Nature Conservation
Tel: +49 38 801 86 130

Email: horst.korn@bfn-vilm.de

Kyrgyzstan

Ms. Kenjegul Abdrazakova

Main specialist of international cooperation
State Agency on Environmental Protection and
Forestry

Email: min-eco@elcat.kg

Tel: 4996 321 5452 82

Ms. Nazgul Musuralieva

Expert of the Biodiversity Department

State Agency of Environmental Protection and
forestry

Email: min-eco@elcat.kg

Tel: +996 312 54 52 82

Luxembourg

Mr. Claude Origer

Ministry of Environment

Email: claude.origer@mev.etat.lu
Tel: +35 2621173337

Netherlands

Mr. Peter Bos

Senior Executive Officer

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality
Email: p.w.bos@mininv.nl

Tel: +31 70 378 55 29

Norway

Mr. Lars Ekker

Senior Executive Officer

Norwegian Directorate for Nature Management
Email: lars.ekker@dirnat.no

Tel: +47 7358 0665

Ms. Solfrid Foss

Senior Advisor

Department for International Cooperation
Ministry of Environment

Email: solfrid.foss@md.dep.no

Tel: +47 22 24 60 24




Norway

Mr. Finn Katerds

Project Manager

Directorate for Nature Management
Email: finn.kateras@dirnat.no

Tel: 447 73 58 05 32

Mr. Emine Isciel

Advisor

Ministry of Environment

Email: Emine.Isciel@md.dep.no
Tel: +47 22245938

Mr. Birthe Ivars

Deputy Director General
Ministry of Environment

Email: birthe.ivars@md.dep.no
Tel: 447 22245753

Mr. Bjorn Arne Naess

Senior Advisor

Directorate for Nature Management
Email: bjornarne.naess@dirnat.no
Tel: 447 735 80 732

Ms. Heidi Sorensen
State Secretary
Ministry of Environment

Mr. Knut Kroepelien
Environment Counsellor
Norwegian Mission to the EU
Email: kfk@mfa.no

Tel: 432 49 453 58 17

Poland

Ms. Bozena Haczek

Minister's Counsellor

Ministry of the Environment

Email: bozena.haczek@mos.gov.pl
Tel: 448 22 57 92 423

Romania

Ms. Liliana Virtopeanu

Counsellor

Ministry of Environment

Email: liliana.virtopeanu@mmediu.ro
Tel: +42 1 316 02 87

Serbia

Ms. Snezana Prokic

Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning
Email: snezana.prokic@ekoplan.goc.rs

Tel: +38 1 11 313 15 69

Slovenia

Mr. Peter Skoberne

Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning
Email: peter.skoberne@gov.si

Tel: +38 6 1 4787 391

Spain

Ms. Dolores Hedo Cassinello
Ministry of Environment, Rural & Marine Affairs
Department of Biodiversity

Email: dhc@tragsa.es
Tel: +34 91 535 8313

Sweden

Mr. Lars Berg

Desk officer

Ministry of Environment

Email: lars.berg@environment.ministry.se
Tel: +46 8 405 17 53

Ms. Rsa Norrman

Director-General

Ministry of Environment

Email: asa.norrman@environment.ministry.se
Tel: +46 84 05 38 14

Mr. Per Wramner
Professor
Coastal Management Research Centre (COMREC)
Sdédertérn University College
SE-141 89 Huddinge
E-mail: per.wramner@sh.se
Tel: +46 8 608 41 50

Switzerland

Mr. Robert Lamb

Head of delegation, Chair of the PEBLDS
Federal Office for the Environment
Email: Robert.lamb@bafu.admin.ch

Tel: +41 31 324 49 89

Mr. Olivier Bibier

Head, International Biodiversity Unit
Federal Office for the Environment
Email: olivier.biber@bafu.admin.ch
Tel: +41 31 323 06 63

Tajikistan

Mr. Olimdzhon Yatimov

Head

Email: diovi@biodiv.tojikiston.com
Tel: +992 37 221 89 78

Ms. Tatiana Novikova

Deputy Head

Email: biodiv@biodiv.tojikiston.com
Tel: 4992 37 221 89 78




Turkmenistan

Mr. Shirin Karryeva

Coordinator UNDP/GEF Project

Ministry of Nature Protection

Email: shirinkarryeva@mail.ru

Tel: +993 12 39 83 88 or +993 12 45 06 81

Ukraine

Mr. Dmytro Barbarchuk

Director, Directorate of Biotic Resources and
Econet

Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine
Email: barbarchuk@bk.ru

Tel: +38 0442063166

Uzbekistan

Ms. Ruzigul Safarova

Chairman

State Committee for Nature Protection of the
Surkhandarya region

5 Mustakillik Sq.

100017 Tashkent

Tel: 4987 65956644



INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Council of Europe

Mr. Eladio Fernandez-Galiano

Head of Biological Diversity Unit

Council of Europe

Email: eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int
Tel: 433 388 41 22 59

Ms. Snezana Jacevski Mancic
PEBLDS Joint Secretariat

Email: snezana.mancic@coe.int
Tel: +33 390 21 42 45

Mr. Marc Roekaerts
Expert Consultant
Email: marc@eureko.be
Tel: 432 11 60 24 59

Convention on Biological Diversity

Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf

Executive Secretary

413 St Jacques, Suite 800
Montreal H2Y 1N9

QC Canada

Email: ahmed.djoghlaf@cbd.int
Tel: +1 514 287 7001

Mr. David Cooper

Senior Programme Officer

Secretariat, Convention on Biological Diversity
413 St Jacques, Suite 800

Montreal H2Y 1N9

QC Canada

Email: david.cooper@cbd.int

Tel: +1 514 287 8709

European Environment Agency

Mr. Gordon McInnes

Deputy Director

6 Kongens Nytorv

1050 Copenhagen

DENMARK

Email: Gordon.mcinnes@eea.europa.eu
Tel: +45 33367 137

Mr. Frederik Schutyser

Project Manager

6 Kongens Nytorv

1050 Copenhagen

DENMARK

Email: frederik.schutyser@eea.europa.eu
Tel: +45 333 67 280

European Commission

Mr. Francois Wakenhut

Head of Nature and Biodiversity Unit
European Commission — DG Environment
Email: francois.wakenhut@ec.europa.eu
Tel: +32 2 29 65380

European Commission

Mrs. Szilvia Bosze

Biodiversity Policy Officer

European Commission — DG Environment
Email: szilvia.bosze@ec.europa.eu

Tel: +32 22951593

Ms. Anne Teller

Biodiversity Policy Officer

European Commission—- DG Environment
Email: anne.teller@ec.europa.eu

Tel: 432 2 29 93 856

Mr. Pierre Carret

Quality Officer for Biodiversity and Climate
Change Programmes

European Commission/EuropeAid Cooperation
Office

Email: Pierre.carret@ec.europa.eu

Tel: 432 2 298 70 30

Mr. Simon Le Grand

Policy Officer

Sustainable management of natural resources
European Commission- DG Development
Email : Simon.Le-Grand@ec.europa.eu

Tel: +32 2 296 6556

Mr. J6rg Roos

Policy Officer

Coordination of Commission relations with the
Convention on Biodiversity

European Commission—- DG Environment
Email: jorg.roos@ec.europa.eu

Tel: +32 2 298 8338

UNEP

Mr. Christophe Bouvier

Director

UNEP Regional Office for Europe
15 Chemin des Anemones
Chatelaine, Geneva
SWITZERLAND

Ms. Ivonne Higuero

Coordinator, PEBLDS Joint Secretariat
UNEP Regional Office for Europe

15 Chemin des Anemones
Chatelaine, Geneva

SWITZERLAND

Email: ivonne.higuero@unep.ch

Tel: +41 22 917 8771

Mr. Thierry Lucas

EU Policy Advisor

UNEP Regional Office for Europe
Rue Montoyer, 14

Brussels - Belgium

Email: t.lucas@unep.be

Tel : +32 2 2133056




UNEP

Mr. Nicolas Fournier
Intern

UNEP Office in Brussels
Email: stagel@unep.be
Tel: +32 485 745 227

Ms. Tove Ernst

Intern

UNEP Office in Brussels

Email: tove.ernst@coleurope.eu

Tel: +32 488 24 83 70

UNEP-WCMC

Mr. Jerry Harrison

Head of Development

UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre
Email: jerry.harrison@unep-wcmc.org

Tel: +44 1223 2771314




NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

“Armon” - Environmental Law Center

Mr. Rustam Murzakhanov
Research Officer

Uzbekistan

Email: naraspashku@gmail.com
Tel: 4998 253 11 35

Biodiversity Conservation Center

Mr. Nikolay Sobolev
Programme Coordinator
Russia

Email: laecol@online.ru
Tel: +7 4 99 124 50 22

Center for Environment

Ms. Natasa Crnkovic

Biodiversity and protected areas coordinator
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Email: natasa.crnkovic@czzs.org

Tel : +38 7 433 140

CEEweb

Mr. Anton Gazenbeek
Belgium
Email: agazenbeek@skynet.be

Ms. Ildiko Arany

Hungary

Email: arany@ceeweb.org
Tel: +36 1 3980135

Ms. Zsuzsana Flachner
President
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APPENDIX III

CHAIR’S CONCLUSIONS - LIFE FOR EUROPE’S BIODIVERSITY
5TH INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE BIODIVERSITY IN EUROPE
Liege, Belgium, 22-24 September 2009

The 5" Biodiversity in Europe Conference brought together over 120 representatives of
governments, intergovernmental organizations, NGOs, the private sector and scientists from the
pan-European region to exchange views and expertise and provide input to the post 2010
biodiversity framework under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The conference was
organized in the framework of the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy
(PEBLDS).

The Conference welcomed the results of pan-European cooperation over the last 15 years. In
particular the Kyiv Resolution with the target to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010 and the
focused action on the Pan European Ecological Network, on Monitoring and Indicators, on
Forestry and on Business, Banking and Biodiversity.

The Conference underlined the economic and financial value of Europe’s biodiversity, while also
acknowledging its intrinsic, cultural and other values especially in relation to human well-being,
The preliminary results of the study on The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB)
where presented, and estimated a global welfare loss equivalent to 7% of the GDP in 2050 under a
business as usual scenario, and highlighted that the yearly loss of ecosystem services far
supersedes the impact of the current financial crisis.

The Conference furthermore recognized that biodiversity provides a security and insurance
function for human well-being in relation to climate change, including as a buffer for unforeseen
events and for providing options for future solutions, and highlighted in particular that;

- Improved knowledge on ecological tipping points and resilience of ecosystems are
available, and must be used.

- Use of ecosystem-based approaches would promote ecologically and socially sound
solutions both for securing and enhancing carbon storage and for developing sustainable
adaptation measures.

- Inmany cases it is more cost effective and efficient to invest in biodiversity for mitigation
of, and adaptation to, climate change, e.g. in Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation (REDD), REDD+, land use management, conserving land cover and
restoration, and maintaining intact peatlands, forests, and wetlands compared to
investing in more expensive, man-made solutions.

- There is a need to ensure that mitigation activities, including bioenergy production, take
due consideration of biodiversity concerns, risk assessments must be carried out, and the
precautionary approach must be applied.

- Climate change is an added stress to biodiversity, and to mitigate its impact on
biodiversity, other stresses must be decreased, particularly from fragmentation, land
conversions, urban sprawls, invasive species, chemical contamination and over-
exploitation. This is particularly urgent for specific ecosystems in Europe experiencing
stress from climate change, including the Arctic, mountain ecosystems, the
Mediterranean, coastal and marine areas, peatlands, wetlands, steppes and grasslands.

The Conference acknowledged that the target to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010 would not
be reached in 2010 and that a strengthened and renewed effort is urgently needed for the



20 STRACO (2009) ...

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in the pan-European region. The Conference
proposed that the global post 2010 message should be inspirational, simple and politically
attractive while at the same time realistic.

It was furthermore suggested that the overall target for pan Europe is to halt any further loss of
species and habitats and to restore, by 2025, degraded areas with an emphasis on links between
biodiversity, ecosystem services, climate change and human well-being with regular monitoring
using relevant indicators to assess progress. It was also suggested that, in an equitable way, a 1to
1 ecological footprint should be achieved in our lifetime.

The Conference highlighted the role of regional cooperation in the achievement of the new vision
and targets as well as the implementation of the CBD strategic plan. The pan European Biological
and Landscape Diversity Strategy (PEBLDS) must be linked to the new CBD Strategic Plan. The
special needs of the countries of the Eastern European, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) region
should be considered. The representation and implementation capacity of those countries must
be increased and incentives and funding is necessary. The UNEP regional offices may have a
useful role in the implementation of the multilateral environmental agreements at the regional
level.

The Conference requested the PEBLDS Council to establish, without delay, a process to prepare a
new post 2010 Pan-European strategic framework to be endorsed by the Ministerial Environment
for Europe Conference in 2011 in Kazakhstan.

The Conference recognized that achieving any post 2010 biodiversity target will require additional
financial resources. The current financial crisis has and will impact the future availability of
financial resources for biodiversity conservation. The conference recommended the following;

- Carry out a realistic assessment of the financial needs to achieve the post 2010 target
within the pan-European region, including the possible establishment of a Biodiversity
Technical Support Facility.

- Enhance existing financial instruments such as the GEF, the EEA Grants and EU
neighborhood policy.

- Follow up on the Message of Paris on mainstreaming biodiversity into development
cooperation.

- Build on the CBD Resource Mobilization Strategy by initiating a process to further explore
and advance in the identification and establishment of new innovative financial resources
and mechanisms for sustained biodiversity financing in the Pan European region.

- Increased engagement of the private sector.

Finally, the Conference acknowledged the need for an improved science-policy interface by
enabling and enhancing knowledge transfers through mechanisms such as those proposed in the
context of the IPBES process, and further underlined that mainstreaming of the biodiversity
targets into other sectors and development of economic and regulatory instruments to address
the drivers behind biodiversity loss are needed.
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APPENDIX IV
Council of Europe
Conseil de I"Europe . x
*
* *
* *
* 4 x
AGREEMENT
Between the United Nations
Environment Programme and the
Council of Europe
concerning the Pan-European Biological
and Landscape Diversity Strategy
1. In conformity with the Declaration adopted by the Ministerial Conference "Environment for

Europe" adopted in Sofia on 25 October 1995, UNEP and the Council of Europe agree to co-operate
for the implementation of the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy approved by
the Conference.

2. The Council for the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (STRA-CO)
and its Executive Bureau (STRA-BU) shall be set up, for reasons of expediency, in the form of
Committees governed by Article 17 of the Statute of the Council of Europe, which will be entrusted
with the task of implementing the Strategy.

The two bodies shall operate under the joint responsibility of the two Organisations and their
structures and working methods shall be governed by their Terms of Reference adopted by the two
Organisations and the decisions that the two bodies will take in the course of their actions. The Terms
of Reference are appended to the present Agreement and can be modified by the two bodies with the
consent of the two Organisations. UNEP and the Council of Europe agree, within the limits of their
respective Budgets, to support the Strategy's Plan of Action and Work Programme and give secretariat
services to the two bodies.

3. The Secretariat of the STRA-CO and STRA-BU shall be provided jointly by UNEP and the
Council of Europe, with policy decisions being taken jointly by both Organisations and everyday tasks



22 STRACO (2009) ...

being discharged by the Council of Europe. For this purpose, each Organisation, at its own expense,
shall put at the disposal of the STRA-CO and STRA-BU an appropriate Secretariat.

4. Letters convening meetings, signed by both UNEP and the Council of Europe, and working
documents shall carry the logos of both Organisations. Documents in English and French (and
translations between the two languages) shall be produced by the Council of Europe. Documents in
Russian (and translations from Russian into English and French and vice-versa) shall be produced by
UNEP.

5. Interpretation in English and French shall be provided by the Council of Europe, and
interpretation from and into Russian by UNEP

6. The Council of Europe shall bear the travel and subsistence expenses of representatives of its
member States in Central and Eastern Europe or States which enjoy special guest status with the
Parliamentary Assembly, while UNEP shall cover the expenses of representatives of other Central and
Eastern European countries attending the Ministerial Conference, "Environment for Europe".

7. By common agreement each Organisation can represent the other at international meetings
related to the implementation of the Strategy.

8. Each Organisation may receive voluntary contributions and donations which will be spent in
conformity with the decisions of the STRA-CO and STRA-BU. Each Organisation
shall exercise financial control on these sums in accordance with its internal regulations.

9. This Agreement shall remain in force indefinitely. It can however be modified by common
agreement and each Organisation can denounce it by means of a notification addressed to, the other
Organisation. The denunciation shall enter into force at the end of the financial year.

10. Any dispute which might arise in the interpretation or implementation of this Agreement will
be solved in conformity with international law.

On behalf of UNEP On behalf of the
Council of Europe

J.G.M. ALDERS Daniel TARSCHYS
Director and Secretary General
Regional Representative



