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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s not accidental that we are holding a High-Level meeting on biodiversity. Biological
diversity is not only a component of the MDGs, it is mndispensable for human survival. For this
reason, today we have to discuss the progress we gained in conservation of biodiversity, as well
as measures and actions that need be taken to conserve the Earth’s diversity of habitat and species
for future generations.

Life of billions of people, including the poorest population, directly depends on existence
of certain species that they need for sustaining their every day’s life, and sometimes even for
survival, Irreplaceable losses in wildlife can nullify the efforts at implementing the MDGs related
to the issues of poverty, hunger and diseases, since they make the poorest part of the population of
the planet even more vulnerable depriving them of the possibility to change their lives for the
better.

According to the international experts, Tajikistan ranks among the ten richest centers of
biological diversity, and boasts diversity of habitat and species, including numerous plants that
can be used as food, medicine, fodder, ornamental plants, and wild animals.

The gene pool of the biodiversity species of the mountainous Tajikistan is rich, and can be
used as a potential genetic resource for creation of highly productive and resistant varieties of
cultivated plants, ornamental plants, officinal raw stuff, food plants and animal breeds. New
selective brands and breeds can be created on the basis on this gene pool. Many world collection
centers of genetic resources comprise specimen of the genetic brands found in our country. A
considerable part of this wealth served as a basis for creating numerous useful food and medicine
brands. Despite its relatively small territory, Tajikistan has the flora and fauna that accounts for
around 2 per cent of the total world biological resources.

Distinguished delegates,

The financial, food and energy crises coupled with global climate change and
demographic growth of population lead to destruction of many ecosystems. We can feel it in our
country and in the entire Central Asian region. As a result of the above processes many
ccosystems have been restructured, deforestation has affected half of the total forest zone, natural
pasture ground in the arid areas have degraded, the Turan tiger extinguished, and over a dozen of
plants and animal species joined the category of rare and endangered species.

The Government of Tajikistan does everything possible to mitigate the anthropogenic
irnpact on the environment in order to conserve biodiversity and other ecosystems.
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In this vein, in order to meet the conmtments made with regard to the implementation of
the mtemanonaily agreeé goals and documents;, m parﬂcuiar the UN Convention on Biodiversity,
our country has done enormous work at. the mstztutmna} Iegzsiamé and political levels. In
cooperation with UNDP and other UN institutions, we have" dsveEeped and’ adopted the
fundamental documents on conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity such as the National
Stmtegy and Acnon Plan on Ca&sarman Qf Bmdzverszzy, the national framed document on
bmdivcrslt}r a.nd the Law of th 'Repubi“ -_@f ’i"a;xkzstaaf. on ¢ Bmsecunty”, and also eiaberated a
number of other program doc' ts. We _ ; 'e& the Natmnal Center for Bmdzversxty
and’ Bwsecunty, which, in ‘cooperation: wﬁh e;}ther 4 govemmentai organzzatmns assists. in
coordinating the implementation the National Strategy and Action Plan for B;odwersxty
Conservation. As:a result of the efferts azmeci_ giid partzculaf at 1mprcv1ng the state of those nature
territories. that. are -held under special prof tion, at. onservation. Gf the: genetic. resources: and
biodiversity at large, it became. possible. not us
cases to restore the number of some- uniquie:
leopard. e

ecies: such as'ax:s deer, gmtereé gazelle, and snow

Though the High level Plenary Mééting of the UN General Assembly on the MDGs
implementation  stated that the  goals. set 'for blodiversa,ty, conservation. have not been fully
implemented by 2010, we, however, beheve? that, the. measu iﬁnd&ﬁaken by the. Government in
my country have yxeided certain resuits 1 believe that our oplman coincides with the conclusions
drawn by the Secretariat of the Convention on ondlverszty ‘We consider this to be our
contribution to the 1mplementatwn of the’ GA resolutxon that calls the parﬁes~to~the conventmn to
meet the commitments to con&derably reduce by 201{) the raété of Iass of bwdwersxty by gzvmg
due attenition to ‘the issue of blechversaty 10ss" iil' rcievant stmtsgzes ‘and programs. This GA
resolution recommends o the' state meinbers to contifiue providing to the developing countries
new and additional financial and technical resources, mcludmg ‘within the framework of the
Global Ecologlcal Fund.” Undertaking of specific measures, mciudmg implementation ‘of the
national strategies and action plans on conservation of biodiversity reqmras large’ resaurces ‘and
involves big expenses. Biological resources is a universal heritage and, for this reason, any
measures on conservation of biodiversity have transnational character; they are. .advantageous both
for individual countries, regions, and the entire international cominunity, since extinction of any
variety of plants or any animal breed should me a matter of concern for the entire international

community.

What is required for further support and development of this process is a more solid
support on the part of the UN and other international organizations and donor countries. Such
support should be directed at the implementation of measures on conservation and sustainable
use of biological resources, especially in the places of their origin and concentration of genetic
resources, which are wild relatives to cultured plants.

Taking into account the imreplaceable role of the Tajikistan mountains in conservation of

biclogical resources, and also their enormous significance for the formation and conservation of
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climate in the Central Asian region and other neighboring regions, we suggest that the UN, in
cooperation with other international institutions, establish in Tajikistan a Regional mountainous
center of biodiversity, which could become one of the most important centers for further
exploration and management of biodiversity on the regional, subregional and global levels.

Thank you for attention,



