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44-46 South Quay, Port of Spain, Trinidad, West Indies, P.O. Box 834
Telephone: (B68) 624-0535 Fax : (868} 625-2793/6274195
Emait: EmilyGaynor. Dick-Forde@phe.gov.tt
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January 13, 2010
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Dear Mr. Djoghlal,

Re: Commenis on the Revision and updating of the Stratecic Plan of the Convention for
the post 2010 Period: Possible Outline and Elements of the New Strategic Plan

Your Notification (SCEBDATS/DC/LC/69800) dated December 04, 2009 on the subject at caption
refers,
Thc Government of Trinidad and Tobago has reviewed the following documents posied by the
CBD on the above-mentioned subject:
» UNEP/CBD/SP/PREP/1: Revision and Updating of the Strategic Plan:
Synthesis/Analysis of Views
o  UNEP/CBD/SP/PREP/2: Revision and Updating of the Strategic Plan: Possible Qutline
and Elements of the New Strategic Plan.
In this respect the attached comments on the above subject matier are subimitied on behalf of the

Government of Trinidad and Tobago.

Sincerely,

Goonl -
we flowol, - Uhaty

FEsmé Rawhins-Charles
Permanent Sceretary
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Comments on the Revision of the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the Post 2010
Period: Possible Outline and Elements of the New Strategic Plan

The documcents are wide-ranging and logically presented, laying out a comprehensive
rationalc for updating the Strategic Pian for the Convention. In incorporating diverse views
and reviews, the Secretariat has clabovated on the issues and challenges of implementing the
Convention by the Parties and the urgency of the current situation given existing and future

trends of the drivers of biodiversity change.

Trinidad and Tobago recognises ihe wide ranging discussion presented in the documents and
the synthesis of the views that have informed this new draft strategie plan, and compliments

the Secretariat for its thorough presentation of such information.

1.0 In a developing country and SIDS like Trinidad and Tobago, the issue of capacity and
resources is always a consideration in the implementation of the MEAs. Therefore the
support and guidance provided by the Secretariat is important in assisting the country in

developing its national programmes and reporting obligations.

While it is suggested that the final plan be a short and focused document, we would
suggest that detailed guidance, linking the other programmes of work, SMART (specific,
mcasurable, achicvable, realistic, time-bound) targets and indicators be subsequently
developed to assist countries, especially those with limited capacity and information and

data constraints.

L.1. The Secretariat has recognised capacity constraints of implementing the Convention.
Trinidad and Tobago supports thc measures in the draft documentis that recognise these
challenges. including:

¢ Rationalising the reporting procedures that may be duplicative of the other related
MEAs and onerous of developing countries and SIDS;

* Coordination of the overlapping work programmes of other relaled conventions;

» The need to provide additional support, workshops and training and explicit guidance

in the development of targets and indicators;

1.2. The sctting of ambitious targets may be necessary in the light of the latest scientific

information and national reports indicating trends of biodiversity loss globally. Targets
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also give an indication of the magnitude of work to be accomplished and they assist

developing countries likc Trinidad and Tobago in developing national programmes.

More specifically, targets can/have been helpful in the [ollowing scenarios:

» In thc casc of the Programme of Work (POW) on Protected Arcas and the Global

Strategy for Plant Conscrvation (GSPC). the setting of targets has assisted Trinidad

and Tobago at the local jevel as specific national targets have not been established.

This may be of great assistance to developing countries and SIDS who may not have

the studies and scientific cvidence on which to devclop national targets.

¢ The setting of milestones towards the 2020 target and beyond should be scheduled

and

coordinated with national and other reporting so as not to be onerous on

developing country parties. Reporting on specific targets and POWs at agreed

intervals during the coming decade, with national reporting in 2015 and 2020, may

be scheduled so that there is periodic information being generated.

* The targets may be broken down into milestone sand indicators to achieve them. The

provision of guidance documents, sharing of case studies and exchange of

experiences in workshops (online and otherwise) would assist in organising

nationally to achicve 1argets. Milestoncs may include:

+

4

By 2012 countries develop a plan for meeting the targets;

By 2013 countries have a national sustainablc development plan that takes into
account the valie of biodiversity inteprated into all scctors;

By 2015 countries have legislation related to ABS and genetic re3sources;

By 2020 all countries have all relevant national documents in Sirategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) and green accounting;

Sustained communications, cducation and public awareness programmes
developed and synchronised with the milestones and targets (CBD and/or

national).

« II Vision: The statements within this section speak only to thc benefits of

prescrvation of biodiversity for human benefit only. However, some statement must

be made [or the preservation of biodiversity for its intrinsic value in and of itself.

This is important as, once no economic, social or cultural value is placed on flora and

fauna then preservation of that genctic information is given low priority. This may

have implications for the future availability of those resources, where sdvancements

in technology may open up avellues that are not present.
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= III The 2020 Mission of the Strategic Plan: This option is preferred for the Mission
staicment with some medification to address the intrinsic value of biodiversity
conservation : “To have taken by 2020 the nccessary urgent and concerted actjons to
reduce the threats facing biodiversity so as 1o stop biodiversity loss. and have started
{o restore ecosystems, thus ensuring the continued provision of ecosystem seivices,
while equitably sharing the bencfits, avoiding change that is irrcversible or has
dangerous consequences for human well-being, and contributing to the achievement
of the Millennium Development Goals. To ensure that all countries have the incans

to achieve this.”

« Strategic Goal B, Target 6: In situations where fish stock is shared by a region (e.g.
Cartbbean where the disputc occurred over flying fish, where persons of other
nationalities fishing in other countries’ territorial waters) CBD nceds to set timelines
for these areas to develop mechanisms to manage fish stock and to prevent or address

issues of overexploitation by any one country within the region.

» The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is heartencd by the inclusion of the
timelines siaied in VI. iements for the multi-year programme of wark of the

Confcrence of the Partics (MYPOW): Section A.

* Annex Framework of targeis. activities and indicators [or implementation and
monitoring: Strategic Goal B number §:  Under section Means and Examples of
Activity, the statement should be rcvisited. Suggestion, lnclude in this section,
“Rewrite/modify existing laws and regulations 1o adequately reflect current issues

surrounding biodiversity and climate change.
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