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INTERNATIONAL BIODIVERSITY DAY

MESSAGE BY HAMA ARBA DIALLO

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE UNCCD

I am very pleased to deliver this message on the occasion of International Biodiversity Day and I do warmly welcome the choice of ‘Protection of biodiversity in drylands’ as the theme for this year’s celebration.

The loss of biodiversity is threatening the ability of dryland ecosystems to support life and livelihoods. In fighting this threat, the CBD and UNCCD are joined in a common effort to preserve our natural ecosystems, which are crucial to sustaining all forms of life, be they plant, animal or human. 

Drylands make up 47% of the land surface of the Earth and provide a habitat for major animal and plant species. One of the main causes of biodiversity loss in dry and sub-humid lands is desertification and drought, with tremendous consequences in terms of extinction of species that for millennia have survived harsh climatic and ecological conditions.

In addition to the loss of plant and animal species, dryland degradation affects agricultural productivity, in turn causing people dependent on the land for their livelihood to over-exploit it, thus creating further damage. This vicious spiral can and must be broken. It is essential to remind everyone that in protecting our environment, we preserve the diversity of our natural world as well as help secure the livelihoods of millions.

I greatly appreciate the support that this year’s theme for International Biodiversity Day lends to the International Year of Deserts and Desertification. It also underlines the highly important synergy between our Conventions and their respective objectives.
The CBD Programme of Work on the biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and the Joint Work Programme with the UNCCD are major steps forward in this regard. They set out to achieve important common goals: to curb desertification sustain biodiversity in drylands and reduce the rate of biodiversity loss by the year 2010.  In doing so, they emphasize our interrelated objectives and set the course for greater synergy in the implementation of the Rio Conventions. The UNCCD is fully committed to working towards strengthening the Joint Work Programme, including increased efforts to achieve the relevant 2010 biodiversity targets. 

Indeed, the 3 Rio Conventions, while each addressing specific environmental concerns, all share a common objective – to achieve sustainable development. In this regard, they play a major role in achieving another set of targets, the Millennium  Development Goals (MDGs), which recognize the connection between ecosystem preservation and equitable development. This link is particularly strong in the drylands, with special regard to the first MDG, that of eradicating extreme poverty, where promoting the sustainable use of biodiversity resources plays a key role. Greater synergy among the Rio Conventions can also have a considerable impact, through development of joint activities, particularly at national level. 

Protecting biodiversity clearly has significance not only for the environment, but also for human well-being. The activities launched by the CBD during the International Year of Deserts and Desertification represent a strong commitment towards preserving both life and livelihoods in unique and vulnerable drylands of the world. I welcome the fact that our Conventions are firmly on a common path to provide solutions to this important challenge.
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