INTERNATIONAL BIODIVERSITY DAY 2004

MINEF’S DECLARATION

Madame the Resident Representative of the United Nations Programme for Development, Cameroon, Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Cameroon joins the rest of the International Community today to celebrate the International Day for Biological Diversity. The theme chosen for this Day is ”Biodiversity: Food, Water and Health for all”.

This theme has bee chosen to illustrate the firm commitment of parties to the Convention on biological Diversity (CBD) towards realising the objects of the Millennium Development Goals.

  The year 2004 marks the 10th Anniversary of the entry into force of the  Convention on Biological Diversity adopted in 1992 during the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It also marks the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety adopted in 2000 in the framework of the CBD.

It is worth noting that the Convention on Biological Diversity has as objectives the conservation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of its  components and the equitable sharing of benefits  derived from the exploitation of genetic resources.

The importance of biodiversity as underscored by this Day’s theme cannot be over emphasised. Not only does it contribute to poverty alleviation through the creation of jobs for local communities, but its use ensures food security; its conservation ensures water retention by plants in the ecosystem which is necessary for all life on earth; it is also the basis for traditional and modern medicine. Its economic function cannot be measured as well as its ecological function which contributes to the regulation of climate change.

With these multiple functions, Biodiversity in Cameroon continues to be subjected to various forms of degradation which accelerates the rhythm of its loss. These include especially  unsustainable agricultural practices, illegal logging of the forest, bush fires, poaching. In addition there is a lack of awareness on on the part of most stakeholders on the value of biodiversity at a disturbing rythm. Poverty alleviation through the change in the patterns of consumption and production as well as the protection and management of natural resources for economic and social developments are the cardinal objectives and necessary conditions for sustainable development. Biological diversity degradation still continues, aquatic resources continue to dwindle, desertification still extends into previously  fertile land.  The negative impacts of climate change are obvious.

Conscious of these facts and especially of biodiversity degradation in the Congo Basin Region, the Heads of States of the Central African Region met in Yaounde in March 1999 and took a collective commitment to arrest the biodiversity loss an to conserve biodiversity in the sub-region. The Yaounde Declaration adopted during this Summit was further adopted into a United Nations Resolution on the conservation and sustainable management of these resources.

Regarding activities carried out by Cameroon in the implementation of this Convention whose entry into force  we commemorate today, we can note the following:

At the National level:

· the ratification of the Convention by Cameroon in 1994;

· signing of Law n°. 94/01 of 20 January 1994 to lay down forestry, wildlife and fisheries regulations in Cameroon,

· the adoption of the framework law n° 96/12 of 5 August, 1996 relating to environmental management;

· the elaboration of the National Biodversity  Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP);

· the signature and ratification of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,

· signing of the biosafety Law in Cameroon;

· realisation of certain Biodiversity conservation Projects (the creation of protected Areas, distribution of forestry revenues to communities in forestry regions).
At sub-regional level:

· participation in the Lake Chad Basin Commission,

· participation in the Niger Basin Authority Commission;
.

At the regional level:

Cameroon participates in various African initiatives on biodiversity and sustainable development especially the Environment Initiative of  the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD).

At the International level:
· participation in all the Conferences of Parties to the CBD;
Future actions will be focus on the following:

· Adoption of a national policy on Access to genetic Resources and equitable sharing of Benefits resulting from their exploitation,

· the promotion of Indigenous and traditional knowledge which contributes to biodiversity conservation;
· elaboration of programmes to reduce biodiversity loss;
· the implementation of the National Biodiversity strategy and Action Plan for Cameroon,
· the ratification of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance,
· reinforcing international cooperation towards implementation of the activities of the Convention at the national level the involvement of other stakeholders notable youths, local communities, and other target groups in the domain of biodiversity conservation,
· ensuring synergy between the three conventions of Rio i.e the Convention on Biological Diversity, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification.

I seize this opportunity to appeal to the international Community and to other stakeholders to support Cameroon government efforts in the realisation of these activities.

It is on this note of hope that I conclude, assuring the national and international community of the firm determination of the government of Cameroon to implement the objectives of this important convention. 

Long Live International Cooperation,

Long Live Cameroon.
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