Tables to Annex of Recommendation XVI/4

Key to the tables

RANKING OF EBSA CRITERIA

Relevance
H: High
M: Medium;
L:Low;
-:No information

CRITERIA

e C1: Uniqueness or rarity

»  C2: Special importance for life-history stages of species

e C3: Importance for threatened, endangered or declining
species and/or habitats

»  C4: Vulnerability, fragility, sensitivity, or slow recovery

» C5: Biological productivity

» C6: Biological diversity

» CT7: Naturalness



Table 1. Description of areas meeting EBSAs CatariWestern South Pacific region

(Details are described in Appendix to Annex 5 gidReof the Western South Pacific Regional WorkshrogBSAs, in document
UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/INF/6)

Location and brief description of areas

Cl|C2

C3| C4| C5/ Cb6

C7

For key

to criteria, see page 1

above

1. Phoenix Islands

Location: The Phoenix EBSA includes all of the Kaii islands of the Phoenix archipelago and
surrounding sea mounts.

The Phoenix Islands have a diverse bathymetrynabeu of Bioregions and several shallow seamounts.
There are 6 seamounts within this area, strong &éttls in the surface water and upwelling ocgurs

the

which heightens the concentration of rich (mingralgrients for phytoplankton and zooplanktonss'rr}{/I H

nutrient rich area leads to high levels of biodsigr and species of economimportance includin
sharks, billfish, tuna and other by-catch speciébere are 5 Important Bird Areas which makes

Phoenix Islands important for a specific life s&fmr endangered species. There are numerous &inds

sea crabs and turtles and atheghly migratory species are common. There whgyh catch of Spert
whales in the Phoenix during the early 1900s. Tleeeseveral IUCN Red List Species docume
and the OBIS dataset shows a high number of species

the
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. Ua Puakaoa Seamounts

Location: Approximately 164°W and 21°S.

A seamount system characterized by a seamountbbeathin 300m of the sea surface, another
approximately 1000m below the surface, with stromgent eddies at the surface, most likely cause
significant upwellings. It is likely to have higlebthic biodiversity, and possibly a high degree of
endemism, which can be associated with isolatech@eat systems.
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. Seamounts of West Norfolk Ridge

Location: North boundary: South of New Caledoniauth boundary: species dependent, around
(south of Norfolk Island) if based on fish commigst (Clive and Roberts 2008; Zintzen 2010).

An ecoregional analysis of New Caledonia held i020as indentified Seamounts of Norfolk riq
within New Caledonia EEZ as of international reles@based on 8 national criteria.

. Remetau Group: South-west Caroline Islands andarthern New Guinea

Location:Bounded by 6.9°N, 137.7°E and 2.8°S, 146.6°E atatgh-west and south-eastern most
limits.

The oceanic islands of the Federated States ofoMiégia (FSM), also known as the Caroline Island
are home to some of the most biologically divem@lcreefs in the world. Many individuals,

communities, agencies and organizations are atingnserve the irreplaceable natural resources
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Cl| C2

C3| C4| C5| Co6
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For key

to criteria, see page 1

above

the FSM. The EBSA encompasses this priority areltlaa north-west extent of the Papua New Gui
EEZ. The area supports high seamount diversitya@nm Important Bird Area defined by a key
non-breeding foraging concentration of StreakedhBhaterCalonectris leucomelasn area of high
tuna catch rates and historically high Sperm Whatwest.

nea

5. Kadavu and the Southern Lau Region

Location: between 18-23° S, and 173-179° E.

Kadavu is the fodh largest island in the Fiji Group, of volcanicighn and is biogeographical
connected to the Southern Lau group. Kadavu islanelsurrounded by a very productive barrier
system and have the second largest barrier retfinsya Fiji, the Great Astrolobe Reef. It suppdm®
endemic bird species. The Southern Lau islandsagorstome volcanic islands and several isol
limestone oceanic atoll islands with a range ofita#h including seagrass beds, oceanic patch

extensive barrier reef systems, seamounts, subeneainyons and the Lau Ridge. The isolated oc
conditions provide a distinct range of habitats apeécies diversity and provide important breedimg
nesting areas for seabirds, Green and HawksbileturThe marine area also supports an impg
migration corridor for a number of great whale spedncluding Humpback, Minke, Sei and Sp
whales, and a number of smaller whales and dolgbéties. The area has been identified by OBIS
very rich and productive fishgnground for all species within the inner reefdslodére pelagic an
deepwater benthic fisheries, and also have typsmdmount associated fisheries, corals
invertebrates.
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6. Kermadec-Tonga-Louisville Junction

Location: The site is centred on about 25°S, 175°W.

There is a triple junction area at about 25°S, W %/here the Louisville Seamount Chain subducts
the Kermadec and Tonga Trench region. It featuassunt and trench habitat, with specialized f
in each environment. e Kermadec and Tonga Trenches have endemic spefcfesh, scavengin
amphipod species are prominent in both trenchekttare is a bathyal deep-sea seamount fauna
Louisville Seamounts.

into
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7. Monowai Seamount

Location: Boundaries are latitudes -25.7 to -25l8dgitudes 182.5 to 183.0.

Monowai seamount comprises an active volcanic cofith, a caldera that has extensive hydrothe
venting at depths of about 1200 m. Vent communitiesnprise tubeworms, dense beds
bathymodiolid mussels, lithodid crabs, and zoaf@tlies. The seamount is at the northern end
series of vent communities along the Kermadec backvhich has broadly similar fauna.
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8. New Britain Trench Region
Location: The New Britain Trench and hydrothermahts clusters is located in the North-east of Papua

New Guinea including the passage between New lledaal New Britain.

The southern waters of New Britain lie over the NBrnitain Trench. The area poses high specigs | L

productivity and richness. This region extends telude clusters of fishable seamounts |and

hydrothermal vents aggregation in the western,heont to eastern sides of New Ireland, indicg
spots of ecological and biological importance.

9. New Hebrides Trench Region

Location:Between New Caledonia and Vanuatu, from a nortbetent of 17.921°S, 166.975°W to &
southern extent of 21.378°S, 170.961°W.
The New Hebrides Trench is a large oceanic tremtivden New Caledonia and Vanuatu. The E}

extends from the south extent of Papua New Guiweapping around the southern extent of Vanuatd.
The New Hebrides Trench region includes both Ablyasd Lower Bathyal features and seamounts
within the national jurisdiction of Vanuatu butaddles portion of the New Caledonia waters. The sit
surrounds three major islands — Efate, Tanna anohtango. The EBSA covers a range of habjtats

including seamounts, deep trenches (up to 7600m) dee

10.

Rarotonga Outer Reef Slopes
Location: located at latitude 21°®and longitude 158°A& .

From the currently available data, it shows that dlter reef of Rarotonga contains 12 endemig fish
species occurring at depths to 300m but possitépele The available OBIS data indicates that the aH

contains several IUCN vulnerable and threatenediepéncluding corals but other IUCN species such
as whales and sharks also inhabit the area. Tlaeadse has a high value for shallow water speaes a

reflected in the OBIS data sets.

11.

Samoan Archipelago
Location: Approximately 15 °S and between 166 °W a4 °W.
The Samoan Archipelago consists of 6 islands aatllin American Samoa, and 2 large islands an

western South Pacific and they show considerableaxtivity, from the micro-faunal (e.g. coral lagya
to the mega-fauna (whales and turtles).

| H

islets in Independent Samoa. The islands of thei@eago comprise a biodiversity hotspot within |the
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12.

Suwarrow National Park
Location: Suwarrow is a remote atoll in the nonth€ook Islands (central Pacific Ocean) at latitude|
13°14S and longitude 163°04.

Suwarrow is an important seabird breeding and fogagrea for several species in the central Pacific

Ocean. Suwarrow is a breeding and foraging sit®%6rof the global Lesser Frigatebird population
3% of the global Red-tailed Tropicbird populaticowever these percentages will be revised in the
future and increase to 13% and 4% respectivihg populations on Suwarrow are recognized axg
important for maintaining and managing seabird fatans on other islands. The importance
Suwarrow is reflected in its status as a Birdlifeeinational Important Bird Area (IBA), being thest
significant seabird nesting and foraging site i @ook Islands.

and |
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13.

South of Tuvalu/Wallis and Fortuna/North of Fiji Plateau

Location: The central point is 180.122°W 12.36°S.

The area has been identified from the high cattkigcand high productivity and has multiple large
submarine canyons. This pocket of high seas parsia$ along the Wallis and Fortuna plateau with
depth ranging from 3000 to 5500+ meters. It hasistent high catches of marlin and tuna, and
seamount density. This EBSA contains IUCN redspscies; is a turtle migration route; and hagh
proportion of potential deep sea coral habitats.

14.

Vatu-i-Ra/Lomaiviti, Fiji

Location: Deep channel and submarine canyons batWitiel evu and Vanua Levu covering Bligh
Waters from the edge of the Yasawa Island groupagsiern edge of the Great Sea Reef, through
Vatu-i-Ra Passage, and covering the deep watens@dtdamena Marine Reserve and islands of
Lomaiviti province to the southeast.

The Vatu-i-Ra/Lomaiviti region is a hotspot for clsenatic megafauna (cetaceans, sharks, turtles,
seabirds), as well as a diversity center for dgegiss. Despite the relatively small overall ateere is
a diverse benthic geomorphology, including chanrslemarine canyons and seamounts. The area
surrounded by shallow coastal areas with globadjgiBcant marine value.

the
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15.

South Tasman Sea

Location: Between 36°S (NW), 40°S (NE) and 45°S (S)
The South Tasman Front is an area of rapid chamg#hysical and chemical oceanography, frg
density, and primary productivity (www.oregonstatki/oceanproductivity). The highest bird dens
in the SPREP area occur in this region and it éGosf@raging areas for both breeding and non-breg
seabirds (Global Procellariiform Tracking Databadeyo seamounts in the northwest are catego
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as high risk (Clark and Tittensor 2010), indicatthg likely presence of cold water coral commus
that have not been impacted by deep water trawling.
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16.

Equatorial High Productivity Zone

Location: latitudes of approximately 5°N to 5°Stle¢ equator, and longitudes of approximately 12
(the limit of workshop geographic scope) to appmadely 165°E.

The Central Pacific high productivity zone EBSAaifarge scale oceanographic feature, comprisin
western extent of flow from the Pacific south equat current. This westerly flowing cool upwelli
tongue of water brings high nutrients to the swefaaters of the central Pacific Ocean supportigi
primary production over a large area. There isngfrioenthicpelagic coupling, with benthic second
production in the 4000-5000m abyssal pdaleing strongly related to the surface primarydpobivity.
Historically, high sperm whale abundance was rembrith this area. This large scale oceanogra
feature is highly influenced by EI Nino events amgotentially susceptible to climate change.
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17.

Central Louisville Seamount Chain

Location: Extends from latitudes 31° S to 40° S Emgjitudes 172°30’ W to 167°00" W.
The Louisville Seamount Chain extends 4000km iheowestern South Pacific east of New Zealan
is a unique set of oceanic seamounts in this regith no other features rising to upper bathyaitds
between the New Zealand Plateau and the East ®Rige. The seamounts host a variety of deep
fish species, and are spawning grounds for oramgghly. Thearea has been extensively fished (ma
for orange roughy), but this site has been chosendude a range of seamount and guyot fea
which cover a wide variety of topographic charastes and depths (and hence different habitats
faunal communities), some or parts of which have breen fished. Species records from bycatg
fisheries include cold-water corals, sponges, aepesea echinoderms which are frequently foun

seamounts around New Zealand. The seamounts a&lg ti& have productive and diverse benthic

invertebrate communities, and be important for gearoughy and other fish populations.
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18.

Western South Pacific high aragonite saturatioistate zone

Location: Zone from approximately 12 — 16 ° S, fribi# - 156 ° W

An area of the western south Pacific, located g $louth Equatorial Current currently has aragq
saturation rates that are the highest in the ptelgnand are projected to be last to drop belankiky
thresholds of 3 and 3.5. Therefore, this area pesial biological and ecological value as an arbarg
the impact from ocean acidification will be slowestd from which recovery may potentially be
quickest.
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19.

Clipperton Fracture Zone Petrel Foraging Area

Location: Bounded by 12.9°N, 137.9°W and 0.2°N &48@.6°W at its North-Western and South-Eas
limits.

It encompasses key non-breeding foraging areaByfamoft's Petrel, a threatened seabird that brég
northern New Zealand. The area is equatorial sl dn and to the north of the Pacific Equatc
Upwelling zone. This is an area of strong equaltaigrent and parallel countercurrents which ca
ocean mixing and high levels of primary producivit

fern
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20.

Northern Lord Howe Ridge Petrel Foraging Area

Location: Bounded by 22.7°S, 160°W and 31.9°S &®’'W at its North-Western and South-East
limits.

The site qualifies as an Important Bird Area uriBliedLife criteria and has primarily been identifiag
the core foraging area for the endemic New Caledorubspecies of Gould's Petfelerodromg
leucoptera caledonic&representing 50-65% of the global population).wdl as being important as
foraging area, the site has been shown to be usedrisit by birds moving to foraging grounds fert
to the south.
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21.

Northern New Zealand/South Fiji Basin

Location: Extends from the South Fiji basin to ti@th of New Zealand and west of the Kermg
Ridge centered on 31°S, 176°E.

It encompasses key foraging areas utilized by limgeRarkinson’s Petrel, a threatened seabird
breeds on Great Barrier and Little Barrier islamdsorthern New Zealand.

dec

that

. Taveuni and Ringgold Islands

Location: North-east Fiji Islands encompassing Taveand the Ringgold Islands centered on 1
179°W.

This site created on the waters surrounding theéhreast Fiji Islands supports a diverse arra
communities and habitats within a compact areasulpports globally and regionally significa
populations of marine turtles, Humpback Whalesbisds, semi-nomadic reef fish and is projecte

6°S,

y of
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hold concentrations of cold-water corals. The aegaesents key foraging areas surrounding Fiji'stmo

significant nesting sites for Hawksbill and Greaurtles, and the last remaining nesting site in fBij
the latter. It also encompasses four marine ImporBard Areas (IBAs) that identify foraging are
based upon seaward extensions around nesting esloni

as

23.

Manihiki Plateau

Location: Approximately 155 W, 18 S.
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The Manihiki Plateau is an oceanic plateau in thatsvest Pacific Ocean. The Manihiki Plateau was
formed by volcanic activity 125 to 120 million ysaago during the mid-Cretaceous period at a triple
junction plate boundary called the Tongareva triplection. Surveys over a long period, aimed at

identifying important deposits of sea bed minerhis/e noted that there are sediment eating orga
present, but these have not been identified.

24.

Niue Island and Beveridge Reef

Location: Around Niue, 19°S, 169.50°W, extendingutBoEast for 125 nm to encompass Bewgz|d

Reef.
The isolated island of Niue is the world’s largsisigle coral island, and is not part of any arclaige.
The waters around Niue have been identified astagban important migratory route for endanger

humpback whales. A number of other endangeredcheanammals have been sighted in Niue’'s waters.
The endemic black banded sea krate is also repadede found from near shore areas out to
approximately 100 km from Niue fringing reef. Bedge reef is an isolated patch reef rising sharply
from the sea floor, and is included in the EBSAtas likely to contain some endemic species due to

this isolation.

25.

Palau Southwest
Location: Deep ocean area southwest of the maswuRalarchipelago.

This area contains a number of notable charadterisith regards to offshore oceanic environments.,\/I
Within the region, this convergence of clustereal ®unts, high-energy eddies, and various deepwater
benthic communities suggest a potential countetgoirinteractions between deep-sea, pelagic marine

and oceanic-going avian species.

26.

Tonga Archipelago
Location: Between 15°S and 23° 30" S, and 173°70° W.

The waters surrounding the islands of the Tongachiffelago contain unique geomorphic featured, | H

notably the Tonga Trench. It is the most importargeding location for the endangered Oceania
population of humpback whales and supports gloadpificant populations of eight seabird species.




(Details are described in Appendix to Annex 4 efréport of the Regional Workshop on EBSAs, in shectt UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/INF/7)
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Table 2. Description of areas meeting EBSAs CatariWider Caribbean and Western Mid-Atlantic ragio

Location of Areas and Brief Description

C1

C2

C3

C4

C5| Co6

C7

For key to criteria,

see page 1

1. Mesoamerican Barrier Reef

Location: The Mesoamerican Reef region is comprifeaver 1000 km long of continuous barrier 1
considered to be the second largest in the westemisphere. It runs parallel to the coasrting in
the northernmost Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico, thhoBelize and Guatemala all the way up to the
Islands in Honduras.

The reef supports the second longest barrier ree¢he world, a diverse array of fauna and fl
numerous rich nursery/feeding grounds and oceaater& important for larval transport and dispers
The rich resources in the region have importantlogical, aesthetic, and cultural value to
inhabitants. Productive fishing grounds supporti@ble commercial and artisanal fisheries. Milliof
tourists, attracted to the sandy beaches and tgeraafs, provide important economic revenue td
people and their governments.
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2. Miskito Cays

Location: 14°25'42.14"N, 82°47'6.72" W

This area, part othe Nicaraguan National System of Protected Ardws, been recognized
RAMSAR and is identified as an Important Bird Ai@A) by BirdLife Internatonal. It covers 512 h
and includes the Miskito Cays and other land foromst It contains seagrass beds (Thala
testudinum) that provide food for sea turtles affidrd protection to various species of fish in theva
and juvenile stages. It is estimated that at [8&8tspecies of fish live here (annex 2), includiogfish
sharks and rays in the waters of the autonomousnedHerrera, 1984; PAANIC, 1993). In additi
some 120 fish species have been found to inhabitdinal reefs. Less than 5 per cent of these s
are currently being exploited. These include snepgeutjanidae), sea basses (Serranidae), ro
(Centropomidae) and sharks (Carcharhinidae).
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3. Corn Island

There is general information on the biology of apmately 300 species of fish living in the shall
waters off the Caribbean coast of Nicaragua (INPE2004, Ryan 2003); information on deepter fish

Location: 12° 6'37.61"N, 82°20'28.77"W




Location of Areas and Brief Description
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key to criteria,

see page 1

found along the continental shelf slope has regdmtlen compiled (PasenilPESCA 2008), includin
species of snapper (Lutjanidae) and sea basscthyibute to the second-largest group of deepviete
captured. All these species are found throughauCiaribbean. They are related to a specific substraf
deepwater (habitat), and each species apparently bixsa relationship with its habitat, unlike thedgpof
fish that swim constantly, such as pelagic fish.

4. Tortuguero — Barra del Colorado

Location: Extends north from Tortuguero Nationatkp#o Barra del Colorado in the border w
Nicaragua.

The Tortuguero-Barra del Colorado area has beeadlycstudied for more than five decades (s
1955) due to its significance for the natural gtof marine turtles, especially green turtles (Gh&a

mydas). Tortuguero beach is known as the largesiiréng green turtle rookery in the Atlantic (Trgen

2005). The area is also used by leatherbagdxrnjochelys coriacgaand in rare occasions
hawksbills Eretmochelys imbricaja The Tortuguero-Barra del Colorado area alsouthet coasts
lagoons, marine bird nesting and feeding areasataarconcentration areas and sea turtle aggre
and nesting areas.
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5. Cahuita — Gandoca

Location: Extends south from Cahuita National Parkhe mouth of the Sixaola River in the bor
with Panama.
The areas of Cahuita and Gandoca-Manzanillo coritaportant patches of seagrass@&salassia
testudinurp as well as the most important coral reef areabernCaribbean coast of Costa Rica. Cal
is the site with the highest relefilding diversity in Costa Rica (31 species) adl we a high diversit
of octocorals (19 species). In Gandoca, the mogbitant mangrove area of the Costa Rican Carib
is found, associated to a coastal lagoon. Gandsogeesents leatherbadRégrmochelys coriacgaand
hawksbill Eretmochelys imbricajaseaturtle nesting areas. Finally, the proposed also presen
aggregation areas for the spiny lobster, concluxiudolphins, manatees and marine bird feedingsar

der
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6. Pedro Bank, Southern Channel and Morant

Location: The identified area is located in oceanmmters south east to south west of Jamaica
encompasses from Jamaica the Pedro Bank and G&fyg31N and 17 35 N and 77° 20’ and 79°
W); the Morant Cays and deep channels around; from HondamdsNicaragua the Rosalind Bg
(16°26N 80°31¥W16.433°N 80.517°W. It), and from Colombia and Jmauathe Serranilla BankLb®

41°- 16°04’'N and 80°03’ - 79° 40°W), Alice Bank (157°- 16° 10°'N and 79° 28" - 79° 16"W) and New

Bank (15° 47 - 15° 56"N and 78° 49" - 78° 31'W).

The proposed area contains remote atolls with #esociated banks and deep sea areas. They appear

and
02’

H

share common oceanic dynamics which demonstratativedly high biological diversity an
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productivity developed within an array of complésustured benthic habitats and complex bathym

At present, the entire area provides substantiaenuconch, spiny lobster and reef fish fisherieglwh

are threatened by the lack of regional considenatfor its sustainable use.

. Caracol/Ft. Liberté/Monte Cristi (Northern Hispaniola Binational Area)

Location: Northeastern Haiti
Characterized by fringing/barrier reef, mangrovee$ts, and seagrass beds

[(e]

Marine Mammal Sanctuary Banco de la Plata y Barede la Navidad

Location: Located about 80 nautical miles off thwthern coast of the Dominican Republic, extends

from the western boundary of the Silver Bank of IBah Christmas to the Bay of Samana from P
Balandra and Miches.

This area represents unique environment for theodetion of North Atlantic humpbacks whal
Humpback whalesMegaptera novaeanglideome from the high latitudes of the North Atlantio the

unta

edd

waters of the Dominican Republic to reproductiotivétees between December and April each year. Of

all the whales that make this migration, 85% o&thehales visit the areas off short banks of thecB
de la Plata and Banco de la Navidad and Samana Bay

a

10.

Seaflower

Location: Seaflower is an open-ocean area surragnitie inhabited islands and including the coastal
and oceanic coral reefs of the San Andres Archgeelevhich is a Colombian administrative department

in the south-western Caribbean. This area conthindargest, most productive open-ocean corab
in the Caribbean; provides rare, uniqgue and unuseaf environments; contains remote a
demonstrating high integrity and little anthropoigeimfluence; and displays a continuum of habi
that support significant levels of marine biodivgrsWith the presence of 192 Red-Listed species,
an important site for the conservation of endaryarel threatened species of global concern.
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11.

Saba Bank
Location: 17025' N, 63030' W

The Saba Bank is a unique and highly significaaaaBiophysically it is a submerged atoll, the ¢sstg H

actively growing atoll in the Caribbean, and onehef largest atolls in the world, measuring 1,866
(above 50m depth contour). The area is signifisarterms of its unique ecological, so@enomic
scientific and cultural characteristics, with exdime coral reefs, fishing grounds and algal beds.

k

12.

Eastern Caribbean
Location: The islands arc from Anguilla located.8t12.80N and 63°03.00W and curve around to
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Tobago located at 10° 2'to 11° 12' N and 60°@61t° 56' W.

The region harbours a variety of rich ecosystens®@ated with small islands masses, maeing
volcanic and some being limestone in origin. Tigae supports many productive ecosystems, sugch as
coral reefs, seagrass beds and mangrove swamjs.al#to home to unusual features such as a major
underwater volcano, Kick Em Jelly (Grenada), andrbthermal vents and seamounts. The region
harbours significant larval stocks, which potefyiaderve as a source for commercially important

species such as the Caribbean Spiny lobster ané&rnQU@ench. The area also provides essential
conditions for the survival of several migratorgsjes such as turtles, fishes and sea birds.

. The Sargasso Sea
Location: The Sargasso Sea is surrounded by theSBelam to the west, the North Atlantic Drift teet
north, the more diffuse Canary Current to the easd,the North Equatorial Current and the Antilles
Current to the south, extending between 220 — 38udN760 — 430W, centred on 300N and 600W.
The Sargasso Sea is home to an iconic pelagic steosyvith thdloating Sargassunseaweeds, the
world’s only holopelagic algae, as its cornerstdnbosts a diverse community of associated orgas|s
that includes ten endemic species, and providentiakhabitat for key life stages of a wide divigrs HIHIHIHIHIH
of species, many of which are endangered or thredtelhe Sargasso Sea is the only breeding location
for European and American eels, the former bestgdi as critically endangered, and is on the
migration route of numerous other iconic and endea species. A variety of oceanographic processes
impact productivity and species diversity, anddhea plays a disproportionately large role in globa
ocean processes of oxygen production and carbaresggtion. The sea floor has two large seamount
chains, home to specialized, fragile and endemienconities, and models predict the presence of
numerous other isolated seamounts.

. Sinu Continental Margin

Location: The Sinu Continental Margin regiomcludes sites that extend from latitude 9 12'146N.0
4'38"N and between longitudes 76 34'30"W and'58"d/.

The Sinu Continental Margin region is found in gmuthern Caribbean off the Colombian coast|at a
depth of 180 to 1000 m; it is characterized byphesence of geological formations that are typatal
water flow systems, such as canals, canyons arttheatal aprons, and structural forms such as sggg - - HI M| H
slopes, domes and troughs, which are associatbdawiigh level of biodiversity. Deep-water corais|a
also present, especially Madracis myriaster, whsigeificance is growing from an ecological point of
view. The presence of oxidizing methane at coldpses also becoming more environment
important. The natural status of these sites méke® ecologically and biologically significant asea
(EBSAS) in the southern Caribbean region, althotighpossibility of future hydrocarbon exploratjon
makes this region vulnerable.
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Location of Areas and Brief Description

C1

C2| C3| C4

C5| C6

C7

For key to criteria,

see page 1

15. Oceanic bottoms of Magdalena and Tayrona

e Location: The Oceanic bottoms of Magdalena and dregrinclude sites that extend from latitude

3'34"N to 11 55'40"N and between longitudes 78"38 and 74 2'28"W.
The Oceanic bottoms of Magdalena and Taynagaon is located in the central sector of the latsarn
coast of Colombia at a depth of 200 to 3000 ns tharacterized by the presence of canyons ancbseds
associated with high biodiversity. It also has deeper corals, especiallyladracis myriaster which are
becoming increasingly important in environmentalitg The natural status of thesies makes the
ecologically and biologically significant areas (&8s) in the southern Caribbean region.

11

16. Amazonian-Orinoco Influence Zone

e Location: N 14.517, E: -45.144, S: -0.565, W: -@1L9The proposed area encompasses the produ
flow from Northern Brazil, French Guiana, Surinar@elyana and Eastern Trinidad.)

e The Orinoco River drains an area of 1.1 x 10 6 kmithin Venezuela (70%) and Colombia (30

(Lewis 1988). Together with the Amazon, these twajanrivers play an extremely important role
transporting dissolved and particulate materiainfterrestrial areas to the coasts and open océueai.

impact is evidenced by the overall extremely higlodpctivity associated with the marine area

extending from northern Brazil, to French Guianariame, Guyana, all the way to Trinidad
Tobago. Associated with this high productivity &igh levels of biodiversity inclusive of endangel
threatened and endemic species of turtles, mammeaésiebrates, fishes and birds.
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17. Parcel do Manuel Luiz e Banco do Alvaro
+ Location: Covers two main areas including PareeManuel Luiz (69 krhcentered on 060S, 044
°15W) and Banco do Alvaro (30 Kneentered on 0017.5S, 044 49.5W)
e Parcel do Manuel Luiz is the most northern coramewnities known in Brazil. In some are
milleporids predominate on the reef walls, followsdthe octocoraPhyllogorgia dilatata(endemic tg
Brazil). There are records of 50% of the Brazilierd corals species in the area, six of which wet
previously reported in the Northeastern adjaceastadlhe fire coraMillepora laboreliis endemic t
the area and has been recently included as EN iBitawzilian List of Endangered Species. The pres
and great abundance of Caribbean reef organisnishwlle not occur along the eastern coast of S
America, provide additional evidence that thesdsregay be one of the main faunal stepping st
between the Caribbean and the Brazilian coast.réfien represents an important area of feeding
reproduction of elasmobranchs.
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18. Banks chain of northern Brazil and Fernando deNoronha

H




Location of Areas and Brief Description Cl|C2| C3| C4| C5/ C6

For key to criteria, see page 1

Location: Covers the North Brazilian Chain (1 ©0SHt° S/ 37 ° W to 39 W) and Fernando de Noronha
Chain(3°to5°S/32°to 38°W).
The North Brazil Current interacts with the submartopography generating upwellings that promote
productivity. Chains are inserted in oligotrophitvieonment and Fernando de Noronha and Rocas|Atoll
are seen as a “hotspot” due to the presence of m@hformations, high biodiversitgnd endemisn
The area is a spawning site and / or feeding sitduirtles, elasmobranchs, reef fish and pelagic.(fi
The area is a feeding site for breeding seabirdseatando de Noronha and covers part of the most
important seabird migration corridor in the Atlantboth sites which qualify as BirdLife Importanitd
Area (IBA) for both threatened species and condregs. Some birds, elasmobranchs and turtles
species listed in the IUCN red list as threateneclioin the area. Sharks, reef fishes and lobsiexs
target for fisheries carried out in the regionhifig exploitation is a traditional activity in tla@ea. Sep
turtles are also subject to incidental catch bygiel longline and ghost nets. The Rocas Atoll has t
highest rate of endemism in the region and Fernaleddoronha has the highest species richness |when
compared to other Brazilian oceanic islands. Fatoate Noronha and Rocas Atoll fauna display great
similarity which is attributed to the presence lafilfow oceanic banks that function as steps tamése)
area. Larvae of coastal species suggest conngatiith the continental slope area.

. Northeastern Brazil Shelf-Edge Zone
Location: The northeastern shelf-edge zone extafusy the Brazilian outer shelf and upper slope,
from depths of 40m to 2000m and between parall@Bst8 16°S, from south Bahia up to the Ceara
states, where the Brazilian continental shelf isava and breaks abruptly at depths between 50 o 80
The continental shelf-edge zone is a marine ecotomere different components of the demefsal,
benthic and benthopelagic communities of the centisl shelf, upper slope and adjacent pelagic piota
coexist in a narrow strip along the continental gimarBiogenic reef formations associated to oubelfs
channels, ravines and deeper canyons representtanptraditional fishing grounds. The northeastern
Brazilian shelf-edge zone contains distinct habitand unusual geomorphological features sughMss| H | H | H | L | H
shelf-edge reefs that represent a last refugedimesrare or endemic reef fishes distributed acdiioss
continental margin, including threatened (IUCN) eoencial species of the snapper-grouper complex,
currently depleted at the Brazilian EEZ jurisdiati@he shelf-edge harbour critical habitats for Itfes
cycle of many sea turtles, whales, sharks andfigefspecies, including migratory corridors andfis
spawning aggregation sites. The area covers péneahost important seabird migration corridorhia|t
Atlantic, a site which qualifies as a Birdlife Inpant Bird Area (IBA) for both threatened specieslja
congregations. This region corresponds to a portibrthe breeding ground of humpback whales
(Megaptera novaeanglia@ff the northeastern coast of Brazil.




UNEP/CBD/COP/11/3
Page 15

Location of Areas and Brief Description C1

C2| C3| C4

C5| C6

C7

For key to criteria,

see page 1

20. Atlantic Equatorial Fracture Zone and high productivity system
« Location: The proposed area extends approximately 1.9 rhaknoss the Equatorial Atlantic Ocean
from the western border of the Guinea Basin (10fWjhe east to the northeast limit of Braziljan
continental margin (32°W) in the west. H
» The proposed area combines both benthic and pefapitats of the Equatorial Atlantic, as defined by
the seafloor topography, surface and deepwatemulatron patterns and the equatorial prim
productivity regimes. It can also be characterizggarticular pelagic and benthic biodiversity pais.

21.Abrolhos Bank and Vitoria-Trindade Chain

e Location: The Abrolhos Region is an enlargementhaf Brazilian continental shelf located in the
eastern shore of Brazil, in the southern of Bahiorthern of Espirito Santo States.

< Abrolhos Bank harbours the highest marine bioditgin the South Atlantic, the largest coral reiefs
Brazil, and relatively large populations of severatlemic and endangered marine species. It presents
mosaic of different habitats, like mangroves, sasggs meadows, rhodolith beds, submerged and
emergent reefs, and a group of small volcanic ddaibrolhos also has unique biological formatipns,
such as the large mushroom shaped reef formatidobapeirdes”, and unique geological formations,
such as the “buracas” — distinctive depressiontfienshelf plain (up to 20 meters deep and 70 meters
large). The region is an important breeding andi&hing site for several flagship species such ps
humpback whales, sea turtles and sea birds.

» The Vitdria Trindade Chain, located on the centalst of Brazil, is composed of seven seamounts and
an island complex (Archipelago of Trinidad and Makaz). The substrate of the mountains and ocean
islands is composed of living reefs of corallingzad, on which is also observed the presence @rdift
species of corals, sponges and algae. The mourgathsslands have a fauna of reef fish that i$| stil
preserved, with a significant biomass and abundahspecies, harbouring many sharks and spawning
aggregation phenomena of important fishery resguriglreover, the reef fish fauna includes at least
11 endemic species. Also, this area is the onlgding site for three endemic populations of seahird
the Trindade petrelRterodroma arminjoniang the Atlantic lesser frigatebird-(egata minor nicoll),
and the Atlantic greater frigatebirBregata ariel trinitiatig.

Note: There is no area number 7.



Table 3. Description of areas that could meet EBSEriteria in the Mediterranean region
(Each area is described by some polygons presémtdocument UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/INF/8)
Explanation of scores: how important is the polyémrthe criterion?

4 = completely; 3 = a lot; 2 = somewhat; 1 = &dijtd = not at all

NEXIS ©F n. | name of polygon Cl|C2|C3|C4|C5|C6 |C7 Notes
the area
1| Djibouti Seamount 4 3| 4| 4| 4| 4| 3
2| Alboran Crest 4 3| 4| 4| 4| 4| 3
3 | Motril Seamount 4 3| 4| 4| 4| 4| 3
Seco de los Olivos
4| Seamount 4 3| 4| 4| 4| 4| 3
5| E Malaga coast 2 3| 3| 2| 3 2 | not ABNJ: Important foraging ground for seabirdshivi the Alboran context.
not ABNJ: important breeding colonies of gulls @aths that use the adjacent sea
6 | Bay of Almeria 3 3| 3| 3| 3| 3| 3|toforage
7 | Alboran island 3 3| 3| 3| 2| 2| 4]holds one ofthe mostimportant colonies of Aud&ugull in the world
not ABNJ: holds the second most important colonyAaflouin’s gull at global
8 | Chafarinas Islands 3 4| 4| 4] 3| 3| 4|level
Alboran | 9| Al-Mansour Seamount
Sea 10| Torrox Seamount
Unique location is key for long-term survival ofabérd populations that movye
11| Gibraltar Strait 4 3| 3| 2| 3| 4| 1|between Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic Ocean
Area of high (primary) productivity: acts as feagliarea for locally-breeding bird
12| Alboran Sea 3 3| 3| 2| 3| 3| 2|populations, as winter area and most importanthyrfigration/passage
Seco de los Olivos presence of black corals, red coral, sponges, g@agogardens, coralligenous,
13| Seamount 3 3| 4| 4| 3| 4| 2|maerl, marine turtles, cetaceans and commerciglespe
14| Alboran and Algerian D 2| 3| 1| 2| 1| 2|loggerhead turtle habitat
15| Polygon 4 3 Scyliorhinus caniculaursery area
Common dolphin, striped dolphin, bottlenose dolph@uvier's beaked whale,
16| Alboran Sea 2 4| 4| 3| 4| 3| 1|pilotwhale
89| SW Alboran 2 3| 0| 0| 3] 2| O0]importantsuitable habitat for small pelagics (8z@d and/or anchovies)
17| Aguilas Seamount
Emile Baudot
18| Seamount
B : 21| Balearic Sea 8 4| 4| 4| 4| 4| 3]|Bluefin tuna spawning ground, sperm whale habitat
alearic > - -
Islands area Key area for feeding of gIobaIIy-threateneq _ and eottseabird species pf
conservation concern that concentrate for breeiuirigpro Delta (gulls, terns) and
23| Ebro River system 83 3| 3| 3| 3| 3| 2|inBalearic ls (shearwaters)
corals, gorgonian gardens, sponges, marine tudktaceans, elasmobranchs and
25| Palos Seamount 4 3| 4| 4| 4| 3| 3|commercial species.
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Emile Baudot

coralligenous, maérl, gorgonian gardens, coralslded some black corals
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26| Seamount 3 3| 4| 3| 2| 4| 3|bryozoans, marine turtles, cetaceans and commemeaies.
gorgonian gardens, corals, sponges, coralligenmagyl, sharks and commerc
27| Menorca Canyon 3 3| 3| 3| 4| 4| 2|species.
Spanish shelf +
30| Balearic 0 2| 3| 2| 2| 2| 2|loggerhead turtle habitat
90| Balearic Sea important habitat for spermlesa
19| Palamos Canyon
20| Cap de Creus Canyon 43| 4| 4| 2| 4| 3|Lophelia, Madrepora218 m, ROV, submersible (Orejas et al. 2008)
22| Gulf of Lion 3] 3] 3 4 High primary productivity of pelagic waters
High-productivity area; important for feeding ofobhlly-threatened and oth
Gulf of Lion - Hyéres seabird species of conservation concern: Prodédiaris from Hyéres, Corsica
24| Islands 2 3| 3| 3| 3| 3| 2|Balearics, gulls & terns from Camargue, winterieglsirds from Atlantic
Gulf of Gulf of Lion - fin whale
Lions area| 28| habitat 3 4| 1| 2| 4| 4| O
Gulf of Lion - striped
29| dolphin habitat 2 2| 1] 2| 2| 4, O
Lacaze-Duthiers Canyomhadrepora,at 300 m, submersible, dredges (Zibrow
2003), Cassidaigne CanyoMadrepora, 210-510 m, submersible (Bourcier
73| Gulf of Lion canyons Zibrowius 1973)
81| Catalan coast 1 3| 0| 0| 3| 2| Ofimportantsuitable habitat for small pelagics (gad and/or anchovies)
31| Polygon 5 3 Galeus melastomusursery area
32| N Tyrrhenian 2 1 2 High primary productivity of pelagic waters
Corsica - Sardinia - Important area for feeding of endemic and othebisdaspecies of conservati
Tyrrhenian| 33| Tuscan Is. 1 2| 3| 2| 2| 2| 2]concernthatconcentrate for breeding in CorsicaliS&-Tuscan archipelagos
Sea Scyliorhinus canicula, Raja clavata, R. asteriagréharinus brachyurus, Galel
36| Polygon 10 3 3| 3| 3| 3 melastomus, Etmopterus spirmaxsery area
37| Polygon 11 3 Squatina oculatgrobable nursery area
38| Polygon 5 bis 3 Scyliorhinus caniculaursery area
Bluefin tuna breeding
40| area 3 4| 4| 4| 1| 3| 3
41| Tunisia Plateau area 1 23 3 Carcharodon carchariasursery area
Several batoids and white shark nursery, loggerhedlt® feeding and winterin
Tunisian 42| Tunisia Plateau area 2 23 3 area, Maerl peds _ _ _ . .
Plateau _ - H|gh-_product|V|ty_ area: important for feedmg of deellariiforms nesting if
43| Strait of Sicily 3 3| 3| 3| 3| 2| 2|Tunisia (Zembra is), Sicily (Egadi is) and Pantédie
New data from BirdLife Malta LIFE Yelkouan ShearesatProject shoy
importance of the extensive area SE of Malta fedfieg of this Mediterranes
44| Malta - Outer Gabés 2 3| 3| 3| 3| 2| 3]|endemic species.
45| Tunisian - Inner Gabés 0 3| 3| 3| 3| 3| 3]|loggerhead turtle habitat
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46| Strait of Sicily, lonian 0 2 3| 1] 2 2 | loggerhead turtle habitat
47| Polygon 8 3 Carcharodon carchariaprobable nursery area
48| Polygon 9 3 Carcharodon carchariaprobable nursery area
Waters around
49| Lampedusa » 4| 3| 3| 4 2 | Fin whale winter feeding grounds
50| Waters around Malta 1 4| 3| 3| 2 2 | Common dolphin
Urania BankLophelia, Madrepora509-613 m, ROV (this study), Linosa Troug
Lophelia, Madrepora,669-679 m, ROV (this study), off Maltal ophelia,
Lophelia,Madreporain Madrepora,453-612 m, ROV (this study), off Malthpphelia, Madrepora392-
74| Strait of Sicily 617 m, demersal trawl (Schembri et al. 2007)
Inner Tunisian Plateau
87| N part 2
88| SW Sicily 2l 3| 0| 0] 3 0| important suitable habitat for small pelagics (sa#d and/or anchovies)
Northern and central
51| Adriatic 0] 3| 3| 3| 3 2 | loggerhead turtle habitat
Adriatic | 52| Polygon 1 4 2| 2 Squalus acanthiasursery area
Sea 53| Polygon 2 3 Scyliorhinus caniculaursery area
Central western
82| Adriatic 1| 3| 0| 0| 3 0| important suitable habitat for small pelagics (sa#d and/or anchovies)
54| lonian o 2| 3| 1| 2 2 | loggerhead turtle habitat
55| Polygon 6 3 Raja clavatanursery area
Common dolphins, bottlenose dolphins, Cuvier’s leglakvhales, fin whales, spel
lonian Sea 56| Eastern lonian Sea 14 4| 3| 3 2| whales
Lopheliaand Santa Maria di Leucd,ophelia, Madrepora300-1100 m, dredges, ROV (Tavia
Madreporain Gulf of et al. 2005a, this study), off Gallipolipphelia, Madrepora603-744 m, ROV (thi
75| Taranto study)
78| Lopheliareefs
59| Northern Aegean Sea 24| 4| 3] 3 2 | Common dolphin, harbour porpoise, monk seal, beakeae
Lopheliaand
Aegean Sea Madreporareefs off _ _ N
77| Thasos off Thasokpphelia, Madrepora300-350 m, dredging (Vafidis et al. 1997)
83| N West Aegean p 3| 0] 0] 3 0 | important suitable habitat for small pelagics (#2#d and/or anchovies)
84| N Aegean 4 3| 0] 0] 3 0| important suitable habitat for small pelagics (#z#d and/or anchovies)
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57| Hellenic Trench 2 4 4 Sperm whales, Cuvier's beaked whales
Bluefin tuna breeding
61| area 3 4 1
Bluefin tuna breeding
62| area 3 4 0 Importance: One of the 3 spawning grounds of BlneTkina (Thunnus thynnus)
not ABNJ. Importance: The largest and the only ldahonk seal colony along tf
63| Monk seal 1 4 4 0 Turkish coast
not ABNJ. Importance: Very pristine area, intactstgeira and Posidon
meadows; important (breeding) habitat for sealetlireg site for Audouin's Gu
64| Monk seal 2 4 3 2 (Larus audouini).
Levantine Very significant oceanographic feature driven byorsgy upwelling. Biological
Sea importance is not well known however we have sanhglgnificant amount of eg
and larvae (Clupeid and Swordfish) on the periplerihe upwelling region. Th
region is rich in Cephalopods. Therefore the regiway also be important f
Cetaceans. (the largest number of whale strandioigy fTurkish fishermen ar
66| Rhodes Gyre 3 4 reported there).
67| Rhodes Gyre 2 4 High primary productivity of pelagic waters
69| Cyprus - Turkey - Syria 3 3 loggerhead and green turtle habitat
70| Polygon 7 3 Rhinobatos rhinobatosursery area
71| Off S Turkey, Syria 1 4 4 beaked whales, monk seal
79| Eratosthenes Seamount
86| Rhodes Gyre
Nile Delta 68| Egyptian shelf 0 3 3 loggerhead and green turtle habitat
sea area 72| Off Nile Delta, S Israel 2 3 3 Common dolphin

80

Cold seeps







