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“Sustainable use of Shea Tree in Côte d'Ivoire”. Republic of Ivory Coast. Mr. Koffi Edmond



Case study from Côte d’Ivoire: Sustainable use of Vitellaria paradoxa
1. What is resource is being used?

1-a Vitellaria paradoxa Gaertn C. F. or shea tree is an edible indigenous forest tree  located in  sahelian and soudan areas from West Africa to central Africa.

1-b. Shea butter was marketed since seven centuries. However, the resource is still gathered from the wild. Due to it’s socio-economical importance, new agricultural practices using machine and cash crops plantation, the species is in extinction in Côte d’Ivoire. 

2. What are the objectives of the use ?

2-a. (Refer to table uses)

2-b. Resource is used for local consumption and basic human needs. A part is marketed as shea butter for industrial purposes. The market prie depends on production quantity and quality. 
3. What is the location of the use?

Resource is used as well in production areas as nationwide.

3-a.  Shea Tree grows in northen and central savanna in Côte d’Ivoire (Refer to geographic distribution map)

3.b. Resource is found in sahelian and soudan savanna areas in the northen and central part of Côte d’Ivoire.

4. How long has the resource been used?

4-a. Shea Tree is expoited since our ancestors

4-b. The resource is harvested one over a year from May to July

4-c. There is no legal basis in relation to resource exploitation

5. Who is the responsible of the use of the resource

The responsible of the use is the land owners. But, sometimes land tenants do not refer to land owners fro resource exploitation.

5-a. The resource is managed through community laws involving land owners, land tenants, wood carvers and women.

5-b. No. There is no official license for resource exploitation.

5-c. As consequence of what is indicated previously, there is no government agency deliverring license for resource exploitation. 

5-d. There is a lack of action to adjust magement as well at community level as government side.

5-e. The resource is for local use and is managed according to traditionnal knowledge,

6. Briefly explain how the resource is managed for use?

Shea trees are properties of the land owners. So, nobody can harvest fruits or cut any tree without referring to the land owners. Lands owners wive and daugthers have priority fo fruits collecting. When lands owners have a great number of trees, some of them can be given to land tenants wive and daugthers to collect. If resource is to be used as timber or woodfuel or for others purposes, woodcarvers or charcoal burners have to request to the land owners before cutting the tree. If not, they are punished accordng to traditionnal laws. But now, traditionnal laws are not respected stricly.

6-a. No, there is no quotas. Resources as fruits are harvested until the end of the season.

6-b. Ther is no economic incentives. Incentives are based on market price,

6-c. Harvest is seasonal from May to July. But subproducts are used over the year.

6-d. Harvest is restricted to female gender.

6-e. The resource is deasappearing due to population increasing and the adoption of new practices as agricultural machines that are opposite to tradionnal systems of farming and also with the incresing cash crops planting. 

6-f. Shea Tree is conserved on farm in land owners fileds through traditionnal system. A few part of Shea Tree population is located in fallows. Shea Tree originates from west Africa. So, Côte d’Ivoire is a country of origine of Shea Tree.  Côte d’Ivoire is the fith producer after Nigeria, Mali, Burkina Faso and Ghana.

6-g.  There is no education and communication programmes in place at the national level. But, research activities conducted in genetic resources management aim to do it.

7. If there are problems with this management systems, what are they?

Problems are encountered with the management of the resource between land owners and  land tenants, and woodcarvers and charcoal burners. These problems originate from land management in terms of traditionnal laws that are not fully followed by land tenants,  woodcarvers and charcoal burners.

7.a. No. Problems are more complex. 

7-b. Yes. The demographic pressure conducting to land pressure and the overlapping of traditionnal laws and legal ones are events that suggest that problems are beyond management systems of the species.

8. If there are particular successes associated with this management system, what are they?

Particular succeses are observed in resource management into two areas (Bouna and Tengrela) where traditionnal agricultural practices and idigenous laws are strictly respected. Moreover, new agricultural pratctices as pruning and nurseries are being extended to farmers. 

9. Please attach any digital photos you may have that illustrate the management and/use of the resource

(Refer to photos file).

10. Are resource managers using any of the following implementation tools developped under the Convention on Biological Diversity: Ecosystem Approach, Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for Sustainable Use of Biodiversity, Akwé:Kon Voluntary Guidelines, Voluntary Guidelines on Biodiversity-Inclusive Impact Assessment.

Not yet.

Table of possible uses of Shea Tree
	Uses


	Food 
	Traditionnal medicine
	Cosmetic
	Other uses

	Components
	
	
	
	

	Butter
	x
	x


	x
	· Traditionnal Soap factory 

· Fuel for lamps

· Traditionnal ceremonies

	Leaves
	
	x
	
	· Occult practices



	Roots
	
	x
	
	

	Bark and latex
	
	x
	
	

	Wood
	
	
	
	· Fuel

· Timber

· Dyes

	Seed cake
	
	
	
	· Traditionnal Soap factory

· Fuel

· Weed-killer (Striga)

· Insecticide (Termites)


