Trends in populations of

UK biodiversity indicators: measuring our
progress towards the 2010 target

selected species (butterflies)

In 2002, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity agreed to achieve by 2010 a significant
reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level. To assess progress, a set of
indicators is being developed at global level and the framework is being promoted for use at national and regional levels.
In the UK, 18 indicators within a framework of six focal areas have now been published. They have been developed

in collaboration with the UK Biodiversity Partnership, which co-ordinates the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and oS LA 2 A e 7 B
brings together Government organisations, conservation agencies and NGOs. Early in 2007 the indicators showed that
whilst there has been clear improvement in sustainable use, public participation and expenditure on biodiversity the
status of components of biodiversity such as farmland birds, after many years of decline, are only now perhaps showing UK BAP Priority Habitats
o oo et T o P T T s some early signs of recovery. An overview of the assessment of change is given in the table to the left for each of the
(where applicable) change' | since 2000 eighteen indicators. Six examples, one for each of the focal areas are given below.
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In 2004, 51 per cent of rivers in Northern Ireland and 79 per cent of e Spending is one way of assessing the priority that is given to global the Protection of Birds (RSPB), the British Trust for Conservation
rivers in Wales were of good biological quality. biodiversity within the UK Government, and such funds are essential for Volunteers (BTCV) and the Wildlife Trusts. Volunteering activities include
i ' e In Scotland, the percentage of rivers of good quality has remained stable the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity in land management and public education by volunteer reserve wardens for = ==
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~ little or no overall Change increase in real terms of UK funding for global biodiversity. During the on a voluntary basis.

e The traffic light assessments above are based on the biological quality

) ) . . . . same period there was a 22 per cent increase in UK GDP. e Between 2000 and 2005 there was an 18 per cent increase in time spent
@ deterloratlng of river lengths in England and Wales only. It is not possible to produce o p . P . o volunteering. In 2005 the total time spent was equivalent to around
aggregate UK measures. e This increase in UK Government spending on global biodiversity was 500,000 working days.
i ici e This indicator will in due course be changed to reflect assessments of mainly driven by contributions to the Global Environment Facility e The indicator is based on a limited data set. The indicator will be further
@ insufficient or no compa rable data ecological status as required by the EU Water Framework Directive. (2003/04) and the Global Opportunities Fund (2005/06). developed to integrate data from a wider range of organisations and
activities.
1 The earliest available year is used as the baseline for assessment of long term change. The base year used for each measure is River quality

shown in the table. Where data are unavailable, or do not precede 1996, a long term assessment is not calculated.

£ This is the first time that a comprehensive set of biodiversity indicators for the UK has
been published and the indicators will form the basis of our assessment of progress
towards biodiversity targets. Despite long-term declines in indicators for many species
and habitats such as farmland birds, butterflies and plant diversity in the wider Expenditure on global
countryside, there are some early signs of recovery or a slowing of the declines Iin biodiversity

some areas.’

Expenditure on UK biodiversity

For further details on all the indicators, including data sources and assessment
Barry Gardiner MP former Minister for biodiversity |andscape and methods, please visit: www.jncc.gov.uk/biyp or order a copy free of charge from
J J T :
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