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Institutional Arrangements and Legal Aspects

» Four governmental institutions are responsible by Aniri Decrees for management,
conservation and research on biodiversity in the &te of Kuwait.:

*Environment Public Authority§PA);

*Public Authority for Agriculture and Fish ResousdPAAFR);
«Kuwait University KU) and

«Kuwait Institute for Scientific ResearckIGR)

» The non-governmental societies whare also active in pursuing biological diversity
Conservation and management. such as:

*The Kuwait Environment Protection Society,
*The Agriculture Engineering Society and

*Kuwait Voluntary Work Center



» Regional Organizations:

— Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment
(ROPME).

— Environment Committee of GCC Countries. The Committee is now the
focal point for the convention for the protection of wildlife in the
region.

— The Council of Environmental Affairs Ministers - Arab League.

> International Organizations:

— United Nations organizations including United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP); United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), World Health Organization (WHO),
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

— International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
(IUCN).



 Kuwait National Biodiversity Committee:

In order to coordinate activities and follow up on issues
related to Biodiversity, the Environmental Protection
Council has established the National Wildlife
Committee. Members of the Committee include

representatives of:

— E.P.A,

— K.U,

— K.I.S.R,

— P.A.A.F.R,

— Kuwait Municipality,

— Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

— Kuwait Volunteers Center

— Kuwait Environment Protection Society.



Fig. 1 Geagraphic Location of fhe Stafe of Kawaid






Major Threats to Biological Diversity in Kuwait

Many factors are greatly effecting biological diversity in
Kuwait. Among these are the following:

« The relativelysmall area of the State of Kuwait both in land andsea has
resulted in great demand for suitable sitedor development of urban, industrial
and touristic areas. The pressure is particularBaigon the coastal areas since
development is taking place alongside the shorelingaluable shoreline
communities have already been eliminated by landfilthe coastal ecosystems,
especially the muddy Intertidal zones are altergccdnstruction of marinas and
artificial islands. Likewise vast areas of the makulesert ecosystem are lost due to
urban expansion; roads construction and oil pradogcttransport and storage
activities.

» |nappropriate fishing practices over many years i.e. use of bottom trawls and
fishing In breading areas has greatly threatenedliNersity in the sea. Much
damage is also caused by sports fishermen, patigudamage caused by
anchoring in coral reef areas.

* Uncontrolled wildlife hunting, uprooting of woody shrubs and trees, seasonal
camping, and over-gazinghave fastened the process of land degradation and
altered biological diversity.



Pollution, particularly oil pollution in the marine environment and in the desert

environment, pause a major threat to biodiversity in Kuwakv&ral species of corals
have died due to oil pollution. Other pollutantseg@plly chemical and biological
pollutants are also threats to biodiversity esplgaia shallow-coastal area communities.

Lack of in-depth and continued studies to survey th Species diversityin different
ecosystems have lead to lack of appreciation fadibersity in Kuwait. This is
particularly true for diversity of marine benth&ichlack of information is due in the
first place to lack of specialists in the taxonompf minor phyla. Even large taxa such
as polychaetes, amphipods and sponges are nateslified.

Lack of law enforcement and Igislation that calls for preservation and protactaf
biodiversity have lead to improper and unwise zdfion of natural resources and
adversely effected the biota both at sea and land.

Import of large numbers of exotic plant species apart of the country’s greening
program pauses a threat to indigenous biodiversitgesthese plants are often carriers
of pests, bacteria and viruses.

Lack of clear policy and strategy for the conservabn and management of
resourceslead to non-sustainable use of resources and BNe losses of biota.

War Activities in the Area resulted in major environmental crisis that affected both
land and sea ecosystems



An overview of the status and trends of various
components of biological diversity

e Most of the plant species in particular native
plant species are either threatened or highly
restricted in distribution.

e Animal species in particular large mammal
species such as Gazelles, onyxes, hyenas, wolves
are either highly Endangered or completely
Distinct out of there formal habitats, very few
species such as Arabian foxes, jerboas, wild hars
and spiny tailed lizards Exist in very limited
number and distributed in a very fragmented
nature.
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Rehabilitation Projects
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