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UK BAP BACKGROUND



UK Biodiversity Action Plan

UK BAP (1994) - biodiversity conservation in 
UK

UK meeting the Rio challenge (1994) & 
Government Response (1996) - action plans 
for 577 species & 45 habitats

174 Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs)



Local Biodiversity Action Plans
Great Britain

English regions

Regional LBAPs



UK Biodiversity Action Plan

Three-yearly reporting cycle (1999 - )

Various groups have managed the UK BAP



UK BAP structure

• UK Biodiversity Partnership

BRIG (management)
BRAG (research)

Country
Bio-

diversity
Groups

UK Standing Committee



UK BAP website



CHANGES SINCE 1995



Devolution in 1998 

Devolved countries implement environ-
mental regulation through their own 
conservation agencies

Devolution



Country agencies in the UK

http://www.english-nature.org.uk/default.asp


The government agencies and 
administrations, NGOs and volunteers 

have developed separate country 
strategies to guide biodiversity, 

sustainable development and wider 
environmental conservation.

Devolution



Deal with species, habitats, sectors, ecosystems and sustainability 



BARS has a  range of data including 
country strategies…



Changes since 1995

• Devolution   
• Changes to the CBD
• 2010 targets
• Millennium ecosystem assessment
• Changes in Europe 



WHERE THE UK IS NOW





Vision – a common purpose

Our countryside, towns and seas, living 
things and their habitats are part of healthy, 

functioning ecosystems: we value our 
natural environment, a concern for 

biodiversity is embedded in policies and 
decisions, and more people enjoy, 

understand and act to improve the natural 
world about them.



Priorities for Action

• Targeting priority species, habitats 
& sites

• Wide recognition of biodiversity
• Engaging people
• Evidence 
• Multilateral environmental agreements



Reviewing the priorities

The new UK List of Priority Species and 
Habitats – increased the numbers of species 
from 577 to 1149, and habitats from 45 to 65

Now in the process of agreeing how to 
implement conservation for these priorities 
that is more in line with up-to-date thinking



Implementing the priority actions

Priority species actions delivered through:
• Grouped habitat approach
• Wider action (agri-environment schemes)
• Species-specific action
• Research
• Survey and monitoring
• Legislation



Engaging



Engaging





National 
Biodiversity 

Network

Evidence



Taxa in the LBAP…
Evidence



Biodiversity Action Reporting System

Evidence



and targets …



Reporting data …



Evidence





UK Strategic Role

• Survey and Monitoring strategy

• Research strategy

• Data management incl evidence of trends

• Guidance and standards

• UK reporting

• Co-ordination across the countries



Country Implementation Role

• Action planning

• Develop objective/targets

• Report against the objectives/targets

• Policy influencing

• Local spatial planning for biodiversity
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