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sector in the region
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Food, employment, Income

Trade O

Developed Countries— Developing CountrieSJ

Export value

Billion US$

“ Requires sustainable reseurces

O
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WESTERN CENTRAL ATLANTIC
FISHERY COMMISSION
(WECAFC)

O

» Established by Resolution 4/61 of the FAO -

Council in 1973

» Area of competence Is the Wider Caribbean,
which coincides with FAO Fisheries Statistical
() Area No. 31; CLME; and UNEP-CEP

Has the competence to deal with all living
arine resources

@ An FAO I@gional Fishery Boc@@g




i CAFC FISHERY SECTOR

Assortment of development stages

Open Access @
Small-scale, artisanal fishery S
Resources are fully or over-exploited

Soclial and economically important; food
security

o Juxtaposed nature of EEZs
e Shared living marine resources
‘ Straddling/migratory fish stocks

Oceanographic and ecological Ii@lﬁ@?s
D O




ceaolk | * Geopulinczl
egion IS Compiex _ 313 states

and geographically. . Cultural
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Numerous large river
Inputs bringing nutrients
and pollutants that cross
boundaries




Fisheries




C‘ atus of living marine resources

Ecosystem

Extent of healthy coral reefs
around the region in decline

Associated biodiversity under
threat (climate change)

Critical coastal habitat in decline

Coastal & marine protected
areas inadequate

METRIC TONS

Fisheries

VoSt reseurces vl ereVverexploned

VoSt reseurce assSessment efferiimio
|0l3StEer;, CenEHL SHmPIVIRgIsi

Ocearwide large pelagics assesset Iy
ICCAT

Regional large pelagics  Unkneywin

O Other inverts
B Coestal pelagic
U Large pelagics
B Reef

B Snapper/grouper
O Lobster

B Conch

@ Groundfish

B Shvinp

O Other finfish

B Unicentified




Fis.roduction —WECAEC REGION

Total— 8.2 million tennesZ005)5N | UsH:
million tonnesirem aguacuittie]

Stable since mid 1989at 1. 8! Y% o tetal B
world marine catch

US portion als@tabliSecarouneidsYo6r:
total production

SO




Spiny Lobster Fisheries (FAO, 2006)

Average recorded landings
- 1992- 2005: 56/ G2ZNONNES

Estimated Value (ex vesse

- 500 million US$ T
Fishers (estimated):58 70 h |
Other workers (estimated): 194 600

SO
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@d status of Caribbean spiny lobster

( FAO, 2006)

Status of

Stock

Countries

Under-ex

nloited

\enezuela (somerareas)

g)

Fully-exp
or stable

oited

Puerto Rice: & US VirgipHsianes;
Turks & Caicos; United Sialesof
America; Belize; VIEXICo;, CosieNRICE)
Cuba; Antiguarés Barpicas\eneZiels
(semeareas

-
. O&/ er-exploited

i

Nicaragua; Jamaice; Deminican
Republic; Brazil; Colﬁo\r(ﬁa)@onduras

W




JECAFC Working|aroups

Focus on few key Species; and aieas
Caribbean Spiny Lelster
Queen conch
Eastern Caribbesiyingiish

Shrimp andyroundfish GuianzBiEzZifshel|
MooredFADs

roiects
Lesser Antilles Pelagic EcCosySieneie|eet

M - Intergrated rice/fishiprecuchio
. . . .- ©
O (restoring @odlversny of rice fle@@))




Inte@[ional Norms/Agreemenmts

> 1972, World Conference entSumeain
Development @

»>1982, UN Law of therSea Convenuen O
» 1992, UNCED- Agenda 21
»> 1993, Biodiversity: Cenvenien

» 1995, FAO Code of ConduchiorRespersiine
¢) Fisheries

» 2001, Reykjavik Declaration enrRESPERSIIE
Fisheries In the marine Ecosysten

> 2002, World Summiten Sustainalgle®
Developm@j\t @U




1995 EAD Code of Conduct for Responsibl
Fisheries

States and users of living
aguatic resourceshouid
conserve aguatic ecoesystem

The right to fish carries Witipie!
the obligation to do/so ina ¥
Cresponsible manner soiasitef\ =
ensure effective conservatiopfegi 4« —5
Ad man agement of the living - —==7- "~

Caguatic rESOUICES @@

L




FAO Code

IS an authoritative digest el pPHRcIPIESIEN
sustainable fishernes. @

wide-ranging; applicakle terallfSitaiieRsE
national, local communities/gretps;reoienalFs
(RFBs),

cover all aspects of fiShernes(fISHERES
management, fishing epeaiens; aeiacHiiuie:
Integration of fishernes I ICANPeSHTaINEST
and trade, researeh)

Blueprint for sustainaklertisereifadliaiie
—lodiversity
Voluntary )




C_Krticle 6- Guiding principles

Maintain biodiversity
Use ecosystem approaches to management

Manage fishing capacity and fishing methods@
facilitate resource sustainability O

Use precautionary approaches to sustainable
use, management and exploitation

Protect and rehabilitate critical fisheries
nabitats and the environment

Use post-harvest practices that maintain
utritional value and quality of products;

“Thtlude fisheries interests in all as
managemegt planning and dev @




CAficte 6- Guiding TR

Recognise the contribution of small-scale
fisheries to employment, income and food
security O

Cooperate with States to prevent disputes or
resolve them in a peaceful manner

Establish effective mechanisms for monitoring,
control and surveillance

Collect and provide data including sharing,
nQoling and Information exchange

@




%iodiversity In the Code

Article 6.6

Selective and environmentally/saiesishing g@
and practices, to the extent practicanle; Infenue
to maintain biediversity'anditie; CoORSERE e

population structure and aguaticiECeSYSIEmSs
and protect fish guality.

States and users of aguatic ecosystenisisheuld
minimize: waste, catch of NORargEl SPECIES;
noth fish and nonfish SpecIes;, and InMpPacis 6
assoclated or dependent species®®

Q@ O




@Ie Sevel Fisheries Manageme
Deals with biodiversity. relatedissues

excess fishing capacity
the conservation of habitats and ecosystems, @

effects of humans on habitat
aquaculture, O
by-catch and selective harvest

the need to base management on the biological and
genetic characteristics of stocks,

the need for gathering knowledge on social and
economic impacts of fisheries management and
conservation,

coastal zone management
Ane need to adopt a precautionary approach.

( )the special requirements of develop@@@tri@s an
e

small-scale(*subsistence and artisa res,
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gae of Conduct for Responsible Fisherie

Tool for managing fiSheres e Conselve @
biodiversity

Supported by FAO Technical GuidehiRes ior
Responsible Fisheries

General, provides a framewerk e crailing
more specific tools on biedIVerSIky ieNnEet
specific

O

SO




g/ FAO
TECHNICAL
GUIDELINES FOR

RESPONSIBLE
FISHERIES

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

2. The ecosystem approach
to fisheries

FAO

TECHNICAL
GUIDELINES FOR
RESPONSIBLE
FISHERIES

INTEGRATION
OF FISHERIES

INTO COASTAL AREA
MANAGEMENT
W



CODE OF CONLC

FOR
RESPONSIBLE F




OO EAF - Definition

An Ecosystem Approachi ierEISHERES
strives tobalance _diverse. societal D
objectivesby taking accolRieiFtie O
knowledge and Uncertainties aieuipieieE;

abiotic and human componeniss;
ecosystems and thelmteracliens2no
O applying an integrated appreAcHie
fisheries within ecolegically meaningil
,oundaries(FAO, 2003)
o




An extension of the coenventional pHRCIPIES Gfi
sustainable fisheries development tercever: th@)
ecosystem as a whole @

The aim Is to ensure that, despiieVearanpnitg;

uncertainty, and likely: naturalfchaneesin e

ecosystemthe capacity of theraglaiicrECOSYSIEN

to produce food fish, revenues; employmeneine

other essential services anaiivellieeealeE
aintained indefinitely fer theNenEGipESENI
nd future generatieons

S AP




The main implication IS (e caterior tiewell
being of bothhuman beingsand the ecosyste@

This means conservation of ecosysiem
structures, processes and Interaction nreual
sustainable use

It entails consideration of CORMICHNG GRJECHVES
depending onusers and stakeneladers

Consensusand an eguitanie distripuien: of
benefits

\ reat uncertainty: as to ewW: terpuian eifieclve
2cosystem management system Rtopreclice
oW,

O




O
Implementing EAE

strengthened and broadened te/ Incltiderneiishen/
stakeholders

Extra effort in research will'lbe reguired; nek erly.
targeted at verifying| iIndicators and reierence pelis,
but also on economic and secial Inmplicatens ol
ecosystem management

Greater assistance to developing CoUnties te
Increasing their capacity. te Introduce thals ShHenR/
management concept In thelr fIShenes

S AP

Institutional arrangements willfhave e e @
O




O
Implementing EAE

Implicit Is the recognitien that cannel manag@
the ecosystem as such,, but enly the htman ©
activities

Fisheries authorities do net have the mandaie
nor authority for ecosystem managemeni;
require co-ordination betweenrall'Secio)s Using
or Impacting on the marne ecosysien




e@nenting EAE aRd VaiatEinn
Biodiversity,

O

Much can be achieved SIRCE ISHEMNES

management always: had asit
foundations the need e malntain SIECKS

at the highest level off produchviiy and
the principle ofi rebuilding aceidentaily,

depleted stocks

SO




Lionfish Invaded Range

Mediterranean Sea

Southeast coast of USA 2
Bahamian archipelago &~ S
Turks & Caicos |
Mexico

Puerto Rico

St. Kitts

Cuba
Dominican Republic

Photo credit: Paula Whitfield, NOAA










