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INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS

1.
Venue


The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Technology Transfer and Scientific and Technological Cooperation will be held in Geneva from 10 to 12 September 2007. It will take place at the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland, in room XXV (E-Building, door 40).


Please note that due to enhanced security measures, Flag Gate (Nations Gate) of the Palais des Nations, at Place des Nations, is reserved for UNOG and Mission staff only. All visitors are required to use Pregny Gate, located at 14 Avenue de la Paix 14.

Please note that it takes approximately 10 minutes to walk from the Pregny Gate to room XXV.

A map of the Palais des Nations is available at  http://www.unece.org/meetings/map.pdf
2.
Opening


The meeting will convene on Monday, 10 September 2007, at 10 a.m. in room XXV, E-Building of the Palais des Nations. The formal sessions of the meeting will be held daily from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.  For more information on the working sessions, please refer to the provisional annotated agenda (document UNEP/CBD/AHTEG‑TTSTC/1/1/Add.1), which will be made available on the website of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) at: http://www.cbd.int/meetings/default.shtml
3.
Badges


To be able to enter the United Nations premises, all participants are required to wear a badge. Badges will be issued by the Security Identification Unit, also located at the Pregny Gate of the Palais des Nations.  Participants will have to present themselves in person, and will have to present a valid passport or national identification card, at the Pregny Gate, at 14 Avenue de la Paix, in order to receive a photo-badge.  Badging will start on 10 September at 8 a.m.  In order to allow for sufficient time for the badging process, participants are kindly requested to pick up their badges well before the opening of the meeting.

4.
Visas

Participants requiring an entry visa for Switzerland are strongly advised to contact the nearest Swiss diplomatic/consular missions as soon as possible in order to secure the required entry visa prior to departure. 

A letter by the CBD Secretariat to facilitate the issuance of the visa to participants can be issued upon request. 

5.
Public transport and taxi


The Palais des Nations is served by several tram and bus lines:  From Cornavin train station, the most convenient transport is by Bus 8 (direction OMS), which will serve Pregny Gate (Appia stop). Buses 28, F, V and Z also serve Appia stop.


Trams number 13 and 15, as well as buses 5, 11 and 14 serve the Place des Nations, from where participants will have to walk some 500 metres up the Avenue de la Paix to Pregny Gate. Further information such as itineraries, timetables, fares, etc. is available on the site of the Transports publics genevois, at http://www.tpg.ch/ .


A taxi stand is located on Route de Pregny, some 25 metres from the Pregny Gate, direction Place des Nations.  Taxis are usually available round the clock. The following direct telephone number will ensure arrival within minutes: 022 33 141 33.

6.
Hotel Information


Participants are responsible for making their own hotel bookings.  It is recommended that participants arrange their hotel accommodation as early as possible.  A list of hotels in Geneva and the surrounding area that accord special rates to participants of UN meetings is attached for reference.

7.
Climate


The climate in Geneva in September is moderate. Daytime temperatures may vary between 15°C and 25°C.

8.
Electrical appliances


The electrical current in Switzerland is 220V/50Hz. Swiss plugs are described on the website of http://www.kropla.com/electric.htm as type J, and type C plugs can also be used.

9.
Facilities in the Palais des Nations

Cloakroom facility


Unattended cloakroom and coat racks will be found in close proximity to all conference rooms.  However, the United Nations can assume no responsibility for the loss or damage to any articles deposited there.  Please note that no big luggage and suitcases will be allowed inside the premises of the Palais des Nations.

Travel agency


Carlson Wagonlit Travel has two offices, one on the ground floor in the lobby of the Council Building (Door 6, ext. 72850) and the other in the entrance hall of the E-Building (2nd level, Door 40, ext. 74621). Opening hours are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Banking


Two UBS banks are located in the Palais des Nations: 1) door 6, building S: open from Monday to Friday from 8.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.; 2) door 41, building E, open:  from 8.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.

Post Office


The post office is located at Door 6, building S. Only UN Stamps may be used here. Opening hours: 8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Cafés and Restaurants


The restaurant on the 8th floor of the Assembly Building serves hot meals from 11.45 a.m. to 2.30 p.m., Monday to Friday.


The cafeteria, on the ground floor of the Assembly building is open from Monday to Friday, 8.15 a.m. to 4.45 p.m.  Lunch is served from 11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m.


The Press bar on the ground floor of the Council Building is open Monday to Friday from 8.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.


The "Bar Serpent" in the Conference room area of the E-Building is open from 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.


The Delegate's Lounge on the 3rd floor of the Assembly building (Room VI) is open from 8.30 a.m. to 4.45 p.m.

