

UNEP/CBD/XXXX

Page 3

	
	
	

CBD

Unedited draft for review only

	
	
	Distr.

GENERAL

UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/14/11
19 November 2009
ORIGINAL:  ENGLISH


SUBSIDIARY BODY ON SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE

Fourteenth meeting

Nairobi, 10-21 May 2009

Item 4.1.1 of the provisional agenda*
agricultural biodiversity: follow-up to requests of the conference of the parties in decision IX/1
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Executive Secretary in collaboration with the FAO reports on progress on various paragraphs of decision IX/1, on agricultural biodiversity, of the Conference of the Parties which require consideration by SBSTTA-14. Work on the identification of appropriate methods or means, including provisional goals and targets, and indicators, including existing indicators, to objectively evaluate how the implementation of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity contributes to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan of the Convention (decision IX/1 para. 6) is ongoing.  Some progress regarding indicators for agricultural biodiversity has been made but there is a need to consolidate efforts towards identifying better methods and means to improve the incorporation of agricultural biodiversity considerations under the up-dated Strategic Plan of the Convention. The joint work plan on biodiversity for food and agriculture with the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (decision IX/1, para. 37) has been prepared and is attached to this note. An assessment of the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines (AAPG) for sustainable use (decision IX/1, para. 32) concludes that the AAPG generally apply to the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity. In order for the AAPG to become useful in guiding the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity most would need to be explained, or operationalised, and communicated in order to address specific concerns surrounding the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity, particularly for plant and animal genetic resources. Information documents support the aforementioned subjects and also provide information in relation to progress with various other subjects referred to in decision IX/1, including a progress report on inter-sessional activities of the FAO. 
SUGGESTED RECOMMENDATIONS

The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice may wish to adopt a recommendation along the following lines:

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its tenth meeting:

(i) Welcomes the Joint Work Plan on biodiversity for food and agriculture with the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture [as per annex I of the current document]; and
(ii) Urges Parties and other Governments to strengthen, and establish where necessary, targets at national level for the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity as a contribution to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan of the Convention. 
introduction 
1. In decision IX/1, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to: (i) in paragraph 6, collaborate with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and other relevant organizations to identify appropriate methods or means, including provisional goals and targets, and indicators, including existing indicators, to objectively evaluate implementation of the programme of work; (ii) in paragraph 32, collaborate with the FAO and other relevant organizations to further elaborate the operational guidelines of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity, taking into account the special nature of agricultural biodiversity, its distinctive features, and problems needing distinctive solutions; and (iii) in paragraph 37, work with the FAO and the Secretariat of the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture to prepare a joint work plan on biodiversity for food and agriculture. 
2. Accordingly the Executive Secretary has prepared this note, in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations. Sub-sections I, II and III of this note provide a progress report on the above three paragraphs respectively. In addition, sub-section IV of this note provides information regarding responses to Notification 2008-130 inviting the submission of information on various other subjects of decision IX/1 (as listed further below).
3. The Food and Agriculture Organisation, in collaboration with the Executive Secretary, has also prepared information documents providing a progress report on a number of other subjects mentioned in various paragraphs of decision IX/1, including, inter alia,  progress with: the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators (para. 21); the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil Biodiversity (para. 23); the Cross-Cutting Initiative on Biodiversity for Food and Nutrition (para. 25); the State of the World's Genetic Resources (para. 4); options that promote sustainable agriculture, reduce the negative impact of agriculture and contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the Convention (para. 7); best practices concerning the issue of on-farm and in-situ conservation of agricultural biodiversity (para. 11);  agricultural biodiversity and climate-change adaptation and mitigation planning (para. 27);  application of the ecosystem approach to agriculture (para. 36);  and provided  for the information of SBSTTA the report of the high-level meeting "World Food Security and the Challenges of Climate Change and Bioenergy" (para. 30).  
follow-up to requests of the conference of the parties in decision IX/1
I.
Goals, targets and indicators
4. In para. 6 of decision IX/1, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to collaborate with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other relevant organizations to identify appropriate methods or means, including provisional goals and targets, and indicators, including existing indicators, to objectively evaluate how the implementation of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity contributes to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan of the Convention, consistent with the framework adopted by the Conference of the Parties in decision VII/30 and VIII/15, as a contribution to the achievement of the 2010 target and the Millennium Development Goals, building on ongoing initiatives. 
Progress report:
5. A considerable amount of work on indicators relevant to assessing the status and trends in agricultural biodiversity and for sustainable agriculture more generally is ongoing. The subject is complex due to the broad nature of agricultural activities and there impacts on ecosystems and biodiversity both within agricultural systems and beyond these. Some progress is being made (examples are listed below) but there has been limited progress in the achievement of scientific consensus on which indicators are the most practical and viable for assessing the achievement of the objectives of the convention (without proliferating the suite of indicators in current use). A further problem is limited progress towards the identification of appropriate targets for agricultural biodiversity and sustainable agriculture. 
6. The 2010 Biodiversity Indicators Partnership is developing a number of indicators relevant to agriculture. These include, inter alia, indicators for:  area under sustainable management; ex-situ crop collections; genetic diversity of terrestrial domesticated animals; nutritional status of biodiversity; and biodiversity for food and medicine (http://www.twentyten.net/Indicators/tabid/59/Default.aspx).  The FAO is the lead partner on most of these. 
7. FAO in collaboration with Bioversity International organized two expert consultations on Nutrition Indicators for Biodiversity in relation to food composition: the first was held in 2007, the second was held in Washington DC., USA, on 8-9 June 2009, where 12 experts from 8 countries defined and developed a potential indicator, identified data sources and gaps, and recommended a reporting mechanism. The report of the second consultation is expected to be published in 2009 in English and in 2010 in French and Spanish and will be made available as an information document for SBSTTA.  The baseline reporting for 2009 is being done and shows that only few surveys so far are able to investigate biodiversity in the foods consumed. It is expected that in the future more surveys will include foods at the level of varieties as well as wild and indigenous foods as they may be very rich in micronutrients. These indicators will also stimulate the generation and compilation of compositional and consumption data for under-utilized and wild foods and for the different varieties and breeds, and thus provide the basis for research on biodiversity and nutrition.
8. A number of other relevant activities of the FAO in relation to indicators are included in its progress report (information document) to SBSTTA. A major mechanism for incorporation of these subjects is through the FAO Land Degradation Assessment in Drylands (LADA). 
9. The OECD is organising a workshop on OECD Agri-environmental Indicators: Lessons Learned and Future Directions, 23-26 March, 2010, Leysin, Switzerland (www.oecd.org/agriculture/env/indicators/workshop). These reflect a growing incorporation of biodiversity related indicators and monitoring into agriculture related activities. But as yet there is no clear outcome in terms the utility of these indicators for global assessments of the impact of the programme of work on the achievement of the 2010 target (or beyond).
10. Agriculture remains a key sector influencing both positive and negative outcomes for biodiversity and better monitoring and reporting on progress towards sustainability are certainly required. In view of the importance of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity there is an opportunity to strengthen efforts towards identifying better means to improve target setting (including under relevant CBD targets) and monitoring progress towards them across a broad range of consideration and stakeholders. Partners are already discussing this subject in relation to the up-dated Strategic Plan of the Convention.  A key consideration is to identify ways and means by which agricultural interests can develop and set their own targets in relevant areas and monitor and report on progress towards these. 
II.
The Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity
32. In para. 32 of decision IX/1, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to collaborate with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other relevant organizations to further elaborate the operational guidelines of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity, taking into account the special nature of agricultural biodiversity, its distinctive features, and problems needing distinctive solutions.
Progress report:
11. The FAO and the World Association of Animal Production (WAAP) organised an Expert Meeting on Sustainable Utilization of Animal Genetic Resources (AnGR), in Italy, July 2006 (http://dad.fao.org/cgi-bin/getblob.cgi?sid=-1,297). Taking the Addis Ababa Principles as a starting point, the main objectives of the meeting were to: define sustainable utilization of AnGR; identify guiding principles; develop an outline for technical guidelines for sustainable utilization of AnGR; and identify the gaps which cannot be handled by this group of experts. Social aspects of sustainable utilization of AnGR considered during the meeting included: the perceptions of local communities regarding the value of animals and how this affects utilization; and the social and economic consequences of breeding and conservation strategies. 

12. Further work on the application of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines (AAPG) to agricultural biodiversity has been undertaken through collaboration between the Executive Secretary, Bioversity International and the FAO. A draft information document summarising the findings of this work concludes that the Addis Ababa principles and guidelines for the sustainable use of biodiversity generally apply to the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity. However, these are mostly stated in very general terms. In order for the AAPG to become useful guiding generalizations to improve the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity most would need to be explained, or operationalised, and communicated in order to address specific concerns surrounding the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity, particularly for plant and animal genetic resources. This subject, and the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity more generally, is discussed further in relation to the in-depth review of sustainable use in  document UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/14/7. 

III.
Joint Work Plan with the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture(CGRFA)
13. In para. 37 of decision IX/1, the Conference of the Parties, in response to the request from the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture at its eleventh meeting, requested the Executive Secretary to work with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the Secretariat of the Commission to prepare a joint work plan on biodiversity for food and agriculture that would assist Parties in, inter alia, streamlining reporting requirements, and facilitating the dialogue at international, regional and national level between bodies dealing with environment and agriculture, while respecting each other’s mandates and intergovernmental authority. 
Progress report: 
14. The Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the FAO, has prepared the Joint Work Plan, contained in Annex I. The elements of the joint work plan were noted at the 12th meeting of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture held in Rome, Italy, 19-23 October 2009. 
IV.
Responses of Parties and relevant international and non-governmental organisations to Notification 2008-130

15. In response to decision IX/1 of the Conference of the Parties the Executive Secretary issued notification 2008-130 on 03 October 2008 inviting  Parties, relevant international and non-governmental organisations to submit information on: best practices concerning the issue of on-farm and in-situ conservation of agricultural biodiversity (re. decision IX/1, para. 11); lessons learned about the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity, for consideration in climate change adaptation and mitigation planning and cross-sectoral planning in agricultural areas (re. decision IX/1 para. 27); and relevant activities to reduce the threat of nutrient loading, and especially nitrogen deposition, to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity (re. decision IX/1 para. 40). 
16. Three responses were received (from Australia, the Czech Republic and Mexico) which are made available through the clearing house mechanism at: XXXXXXXXX. 

Annex I
Joint Work Plan between the CBD and the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

[The joint work plan is awaiting signature by the executive heads of the Secretariat and the FAO Commission and will be included when finalised]. 
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