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GLOBAL TAXONOMY INITIATIVE 

Progress report on the Global Taxonomy Initiative 

Note by the Executive Secretary 

Addendum 

REGIONAL MEETING OF SCIENTISTS IN CENTRAL AMERICA, 
COSTA RICA, 6-9 FEBRUARY 2001 

1. At its fifth meeting, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to initiate 
short-term activities, including regional meetings of scientists, managers and policy makers to prioritize 
the most urgent global taxonomic needs and facilitate the formulation of specific regional and national 
projects to meet the needs identified, and to report thereon to the Conference of the Parties at its sixth 
meeting (decision V/9, para. 3(b)).   

2. Pursuant to that request, a Central American Regional Workshop on the Global Taxonomy 
Initiative was held in INBio Park, National Biodiversity Institute of Costa Rica (INBio), Santo Domingo 
de Heredia, Costa Rica, from 6 to 9 February 2001.  Funding for participants from the region was 
provided by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA).  Other participants 
were funded by their respective institutions. 

3. Twenty participants were drawn from Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua and Panama and selected by the Convention on Biological Diversity/GTI focal points in the 
respective countries.  In five of the seven countries, the focal point or the representative of the focal point 
attended the meeting.  Additional participants were invited on the basis of the importance of their 
institutions to regional activities, or their individual commitment to GTI activities in the region.  These 
additional participants came from:  the Convention Secretariat, CONABIO (Mexico), Jamaica, the 
Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural History and Missouri Botanical Gardens, in the 



UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/6/INF/4/Add.1 
Page 2 
 

/… 

United States of America, the Natural History Museum of London, the All-Species Foundation, BioNET-
International and SIDA.  Three of the participants are members of the GTI Coordination Mechanism.  
The full list of participants is contained in annex I below. 

4. The activities undertaken at the meeting are listed in annex II below. 

5. Although Mexico had not been considered part of Central America for the purposes of the 
meeting, the participant from that country expressed the view that support for priorities under the GTI 
within Mexico would be well served by closer involvement with the region. 

6. The meeting revealed that national assessments of taxonomic needs are not all completed, and no 
information was available regarding possible completion dates for the various countries.  However, some 
taxonomic needs and priorities are summarized in a preliminary regional assessment, which was drafted 
for the workshop and circulated to all participants.  During the meeting further information on regional 
botanical needs and capabilities was provided and will be published separately in March 2001.  The 
regional assessment will be updated in the light of the botanical information and other data to be 
gathered, and a final form produced and circulated in due course.  A preliminary summary is presented in 
annex III below. 

7. The meeting also indicated that prior levels of knowledge regarding the roles and functioning of 
the GTI, and funding options for GTI projects, were generally poor among the taxonomic participants.  
Scientific participants were generally unaware before the meeting of the identities of the national focal 
points for the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the Convention on Biological Diversity.   

8. Although, in paragraph 2 (k) of its decision V/13, the Conference of the Parties provided 
guidance to GEF to the effect that it should continue promoting awareness of the GTI and facilitate 
capacity-building in taxonomy in its Capacity Development Initiative, participants were unaware that the 
a report on capacity-building in Latin America had been produced as part of that Initiative.  A copy of 
this report was shown to participants, and details on how to obtain it have been circulated. 

9. A very useful telephone conference with a representative of GEF was organized during the 
meeting, and participants noted the commitment of the financial mechanism to funding taxonomic work. 

10. Participants discussed in outline a regional project to meet needs identified, and a multinational 
working party was set up to produce an initial project draft. 

11. Participants also discussed the establishment of a regional network for meeting taxonomic needs, 
and identified a funding option through BioNET-International. 
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Annex I 

 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS IN CENTRAL AMERICAN REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE 
GLOBAL TAXONOMY INITIATIVE

Belize: 
Natalie Rosado 
Conservation Division 
Forest Department 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 
Forest Drive 
Belmopan, Belize 
Tel: (501) 8 22079 
Fax: (501) 8 22083 
nrosado@btl.net 
 
Angel Chun   
Forest Department 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 
Market Square 
Belmopan, Belize 
Tel: (501) 8-23412 
Fax: (501) 8-22333 
avchun@btl.net, nbsap@btl.net 
 
Jan Meerman 
Belize Tropical Forests Studies 
P.O. Box 208 
Belmopan, Belize 
Tel: (501) 9-12017 
Fax: (501) 9-12017 
meerman@btl.net 
 
Costa Rica: 
Jesús Ugalde 
Programa de Inventario 
Instituto Nacional de Biodiversidad, INBio 
Apartado Postal 22-3100 
Santo Domingo 
Heredia, Costa Rica 
Tel: (506) 244-0690 
Fax: (506) 244-2548 
jugalde@inbio.ac.cr 
 
Mariela Bermúdez, MSc 
Encargada de Historia Natural 
Museo Nacional de Costa Rica 
Apdo. Postal 749-100 
San José, Costa Rica 
Tel. (506) 233-7164 
Fax. (506) 233-7164 
museohn@sol.racsa.co.cr 

 
Hernan Camacho, MSc 
Escuela de Biología 
Universidad de Costa Rica 
San Pedro de Montes de Oca 
San José, Costa Rica 
Tel. (506) 207/233-5228/207-4043 
Fax: (506) 207-4216 
hernanc@biologia.ucr.ac.cr 
 
El Salvador: 
M.Sc. Nohemy E. Ventura 
Herbario, ITIC 
Escuela de Biología 
Universidad de El Salvador 
Ciudad Universitaria 
Final 25 Av. norte 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Tel: (503) 226-2072 
Fax: (503) 226-1948 
neventura@hotmail.com 
 
Eunice E. Echeverría 
Museo de Historia Natural de El Salvador 
Final Calle Los Viveros, Colonia Nicaragua 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Tel.: (503) 270-9228 
Fax: (503) 221-4419 
muhnes@telemovil.net; eecheverria@hotmail.com 
 
Dr. José E. Barraza 
Programa Biodiversidad 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos 
Naturales 
Alameda Roosevelt y 55 Ave.Norte Torre El 
Salvador (IPSFA) 4 Nivel 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Tel: (503) 260-3117 
Fax: (503) 260 3114 
enriquebarr@ejje.com, patrimonio@marn.gob.sv 
 
Guatemala: 
Lic. Nidia E. Alvarez 
Biodiversidad 
Ministerio del Ambiente y Recursos Naturales 
7th Av. 7-09 zona 13 
Guatemala, Guatemala 
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Tel: (502) 440-7916 /17/26/47/48/38  
Fax: (502) 440-7938 
conama@conama.gob.gt, nidialvarez@yahoo.com 
 
Ing. Mario Véliz 
Herbario BIGUA 
Escuela de Biología, Edificio T-10, segundo 
nivel 
Facultad de Ciencias Químicas y Farmacia 
Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala 
Ciudad Universitaria, Zona 12 
Guatemala, Guatemala. 
Tel: (502) 476 9844 
Fax: (502) 476 9856 
bigua@usac.edu.gt, ecovision@inter.net.gt 
 
Lic. Sergio Pérez 
Delegado del Departamento de Vida Silvestre 
Consejo Nacional de Areas Protegidas 
Ministerio del Ambiente y Recursos Naturales 
Región VIII, Petén, Guatemala. 
Tel: (502) 926 0813 
Fax: (502) 926 0812 
cemecc@gold.guate.net 
 
Honduras: 
Lic. Vilma L. Ochoa 
Departamento de Biología 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Honduras 
Ciudad Universitaria 
Bulevar Asuyapa 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
Tel: (504) 232-2110 ext. 170 
Fax: (504) 231-0096 
vlochoa@hotmail.com 
 
Carlos R. Paz 
SubDirector General de Biodiversidad 
Secretaria de Recursos Naturales y Ambiente 
Edificio Medina 
Av. Lempira Calle la Fuente 
Apartado Postal 4710 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
Tel: (504) 238-0178 
TelFax: (504) 238-0169 
ddibio@sdnhon.org.hn, dibio@sdnhon.org.hn 
 

Dr. George Pilz 
Herbario Paul C. Standley, EAP 
Escuela Agrícola Panamericana 
Zamorano, 35 Km Este de Tegucigalpa. 
P.O. Box 93 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
Tel. (504) 776-6062. 
Fax: (504) 776-6234. 
gpilz@zamorano.edu.hn 
 
Nicaragua: 
Dr. Jean Michel Maes 
Museo Entomológico de León (MEL) 
Asociación Nicaragüense de Entomología 
Apartado Postal 527 
León, Nicaragua 
Tel: (505) 311-6586 / 779-4363 
jmmaes@ibw.com.ni 
 
M.Sc. Ricardo M. Rueda 
Herbario, HULE 
Departamento de Biología 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Nicaragua 
Contiguo a Iglesia La Merced. 
León, Nicaragua 
Tel: (505) 311-4012. 
Fax: (505) 311-4012 
rueda@unanleon.edu.ni 
 
Dr. Antonio M. Pérez 
Director del Centro de Malacología 
Universidad Centroamericana (UCA) 
Apartado 90 
Managua, Nicaragua 
Fax. 505- 267 0106 
Tel. 505- 267 0352 
ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni 
 
Panamá: 
Lic. Laura Fernández 
Dirección Nacional de Patrimonio Natural 
Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente 
Apartado 2016 
Paraiso Ancon, Panamá 
Tel. (507) 315-0855 ext. 331 / 172 
Fax: (507) 315-0573 
lau_rasa@hotmail.com 
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Dr. Janzel Villalaz 
Autoridad Científica ante CITES 
Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente 
Apartado 2016 
Paraiso Ancon, Panamá 
Tel. (507) 264-0582 / 212-8751 
Fax: (507) 260-7979 
jvillala@yahoo.com 
 
M.A. Mireya Correa 
Universidad de Panamá 
Ciudad Universitaria, Octavio Mendez Pereira 
Facultad de Ciencias Naturales y Exactas 
Estafeta Universitaria 
Panamá, Panamá 
Tel: (507) 223 9280 / 264 0582 
FAX: (507) 263 7636 
corream@tivoli.si.edu 
 
Mexico: 
Hesiquio Benitez 
CONABIO 
Avenida Liga Periférico - Insurgentes Sur No. 
4903  
Col. Parques del Pedregal 
Delegación Tlalpan.  
14010 México, D. F.  
  
Others: 
 
Dr. Christopher H. C. Lyal 
Acting Programme Officer - Global Taxonomy 
Initiative (GTI) 
Secretariat of the United Nations Convention on 
Biological Diversity 
393 St. Jacques Street, Suite 300 
Montreal, Quebec H2Y 1N9  CANADA 
chris.lyal@biodiv.org 
 
Dr. Terry Erwin 
The Smithsonian Institution 
Department of Entomology 
Tropical Forest Canopy Laboratory 
MRC 187, Entomology 
10th and Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20560 
Tel: (202) 357-2209 
Fax: (202) 786-2894 
Erwin.Terry@NMNH.SI.EDU 
 

Dr. Ian Gauld 
Natural History Museum of London 
Cromwell Rd 
London SW75 5BD UK 
Tel: 0171938 8809 
Fax: 0171938 8874 
idg@nhm.ac.uk 
 
Dr. Barry Hammel 
Missouri Botanical Garden 
(barry.hammel@mobot.org) and 
Instituto Nacional de Biodiversidad 
(bhammel@inbio.ac.cr) 
Apdo 22-3100 
Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa Rica 
Tel: (506) 244 0690 ext. 724 
Fax: (506) 244 2548 
 
Dr. Torbjörn Ebenhard 
Swedish Biodiversity Center 
Box 7007 
S-750 07 Uppsala, Sweden 
Tel: +46 18-67 22 68, +46 70-526 48 63 
Fax: +46 18-67 35 37 
Torbjorn.Ebenhard@cbm.slu.se 
 
Dr. Elaine Fisher 
c/o Dr. Horace Fisher 
22 Old Hope Road  
Oxford Medical Centre 
Kingston 5 - Jamaica 
Tel : (876) 970-4166 
Fax : (876) 702-2932 
efishjam@infochan.com 
 
Dr Nicholas King 
Director 
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, the Global 
Network for Taxonomy 
Bakeham Lane 
Egham 
Surrey TW20 9TY,  United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 1491 829036/7/8 
Fax: +44 1491 829082/100 
n.king@bionet-intl.org 
Ryan Pelan, Stewart Brand 
All Species Foundation 
The Presido 
Building 116PO Box 29462 
San Francisco, CA 94129 
United States of America 
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Annex II 

CENTRAL AMERICAN REGIONAL WORKSHOP OF THE GLOBAL TAXONOMY 
INITIATIVE, ACTIVITIES 

Inaugural Presentations:  

Dr. R. Gámez: INBio. 

Dr. T. Ebenhard:  Swedish Scientific Council. 

Dr. C. Lyal:  Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

Main Presentations: 

Dr. C. Lyal: The GTI 

Dr. Terry Erwin:  A Taxonomist's Vision:  Knowing All Earth's Species 

Eric Vargas, M.Sc.:  Taxonomic Information Uses:  INBio´s Case. 

Dra. Julieta Carranza:  Central American Network of Herbaria/Red de Herbarios de Mesoamérica 
y del Caribe. 

Mariela Bermúdez, M.Sc.:  Botany Information Gaps in Central America 

A. Herrera, M.Sc.:  Taxonomic Needs Assessment in Central America  

Dr N. King:  BioNET-INTERNATIONAL: a Model for Central American Networking 

Main discussion topics for workshop sessions 

Taxonomic needs and impediments in Central America 

Developing a network of taxonomic institutes in Central America 

The taxonomic impediment in Central America: development of a regional project to address 
identified needs 

Processes for project funding by GEF 

 



 UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/6/INF/4/Add.1 
 Page 7 
 

 

Annex III  

MAIN NEEDS, PRIORITIES AND LIMITATIONS FOR TAXONOMY IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA. PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT* 

Country Needs Priorities Limitations 

BELIZE 

 

Training 
Infrastructure for collections 
Make information available 
to the public 
 

Training Insufficient budget 
Limited infrastructure  
Lack of specialized 
literature  
Lack of trained personnel 

COSTA RICA 

 

Training 
Budget 
Institutional collaboration 
Collecting/updating of 
information 

Large and complex 
inventories 
Inventories in zones not yet 
studied 
Dissemination of information 

Little training 
Insufficient budget 
Poor valuation of taxonomy 

EL SALVADOR 

 

Training 
Budget 
Specialized literature 
Equipment 
Contact with specialists 

Training 
Budget for collections 
Launch national inventories  
National biodiversity centre  

Little valuation of taxonomy 
Limited budget  
Lack of trained personnel 
Poor inter-institutional 
coordination  

GUATEMALA 
Training 
Budget 
Political support 
National inventories 
Development of database 

Training 
Repatriation of information 
National biodiversity centre 
Support to collections 

Little student or political 
interest  
Lack of economic 
motivation 
Little training 

HONDURAS 

 

Training 
Budget 
Specialized literature  
Investigation 
 

Training 
Financial resources 
Launch national inventories 
Cataloguing and development 
of collections 

Little valuation of 
Taxonomy 
Lack of trained personnel  
Insufficient budget 

NICARAGUA 
Training 
National inventories  
National biodiversity centre 
Political support 

Inventory in zones not yet 
studied 
National biodiversity centre 
Update collections 

Lack of trained personnel 
Lack of national and global 
interest 
Lack of a strategy 

PANAMA 

 

Training 
Budget 
National biodiversity centre  
Equipment 

Increase budget 
Betterment of infrastructure 
Training 

Little valuation of taxonomy 
Insufficient budget  
Little available information 
Lack of regional work 
networks 

 
----- 

                                                      
*  From: Assessment of Taxonomy Needs in Central America.  Preliminary Report, ed. A. 

Herrera, 2001, 36 pp. 


