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Legal Assessment Tool 
for Biodiversity Mainstreaming

Objective: To provide a concrete tool for Parties and civil society to assess how existing domestic 

legal and policy frameworks are advancing or blocking efforts to mainstream biodiversity.



Legal Assessment Tool 
for Biodiversity Mainstreaming

Mainstreaming into sectors
agriculture, forestry, 

fisheries, tourism, mining

Integrating into cross-sectors
human rights, climate change, DRR, 

innovative biodiversity financing 



Legal Assessment Tool 
for Biodiversity Mainstreaming

Guiding principles

Does your national legal/policy framework include:

Integrated approaches

Institutions

Biodiversity-related incentives

Biodiversity financing and safeguards

Recognition of indigenous peoples’ 
and local communities rights

Traditional knowledge

Participatory community decision-
making process

Fair and equitable benefit-sharing

Gender equality

Private-sector decision making

Biodiversity-related certification 
mechanisms



Legal Assessment Tool 
for Biodiversity Mainstreaming - Agriculture

Guiding principles
• Does your national agricultural policy establish milestones for the mainstreaming of 

biodiversity?
• Does your national agricultural policy and law recognize importance of biodiversity to food 

security and nutrition and its role in human health and well-being? 
• Does your national policy and law support sustainable agricultural production through 

enhanced use of crops and livestock, and associated biodiversity including pollinators, pest-
control organisms and soil organisms ?

• Does your national policy and law support development, transfer and use of technological 
innovation in agriculture?

• Does your national policy and law include reducing loss and waste at all stages of production 
and consumption in the food system, including post-harvest losses?

• Does your policy and law include maintaining genetic diversity of resources for food and 
agriculture and their landraces and wild relatives?

• Does your national policy and law include conservation and sustainable use of pollinators?



What’s next

Launched in 

November 2016

Other 

countries? 

Sectors? 

Ideas?

Release of discussion 

papers

1. LAT methodology 

2. Multi-sectoral LAT 

3. Agriculture LAT       

4. Human Rights LAT

Formation of 

Expert Advisory 

Group + Partners

Pilot testing and 

development in 

Kenya in 2017

http://www.idlo.int/what-we-do/initiatives/biodiversity-mainstreaming


